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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T 1 N 1 ﬂ J y { 1

nwna

e probably should not have been surprised -
W although I guess I was - to notice that right after
the Yom Tov of Yetzias Mitzrayim, where we
emerged from the forty-nine levels of nxmwv, the Parshiyos
deal with the various and still mysterious topics of nxmw.
Assorted Mefarshim make us aware that the forty-nine
days of nno, which relates to Klal Yisroel’s abandoning
a level of Tumaah on each day, bringing them to the
level of mmnn nbap on Shavuos. In Parshas Shemini, the
Torah teaches us about how a Kohein must react to nxmv
nn and the mox of a Kohein doing the Avodah while
intoxicated, and concludes with the words (10:10) 5 1an™
~en pa xnon 2 . The next topics are the foods that
we are forbidden to eat, as well as other of forms physical
contacts, and concludes again with the refrain — or some
variation of — 035 o oxnw (11:26). Then, after including
vessels that have had exposure to nxmv and how to relieve
that Tumaah with a mpn, the Torah again concludes >1am>
Mnon a1 Xnon 1 (11:47); which is somehow a 11 to our
Avodah in the forty-nine days of Sefirah to help bridge
that gap and become worthy recipients of the Torah.

It does not stop there. Tazriah and Mitzorah deal yet with
another Tumaah, as pointed out by the Ibn Ezra (12:2),
DX RRO 17 PHIKIA XM NN MmN oYwnw iR, Even in
Acharei Mos, after a short return to the death of Nadav
and Avihu, the Torah takes us into Yom Hakipurim to
stand before Hashem, and, as described by the Mishna
(Yuma 8:9), nvn onx m =85 from the Tumaah of xon
. Only once we are freed from the shackles of Tumaah
can we proceed to vnn ownTp, furthering our Avodah to
become what we aspire to be, x11 72 xwnpT XT2Y.

As eye-opening as that was — at least to me — we shall
return our focus to Parshas Shemini. And again, we take
note of one of those Rashi’s that sometimes get glossed
over, and we may just miss some important lessons.
I never really wondered much about the structure of

VOL. 1/ISSUE 80 X”’apn 1p1n”)

Shemini - beginning with the tragic Petirah of Nadavand
Avihu and concluding with mmox mbaxn. Rashi however,
quotes a Toras Kohanim who obviously did wonder, and
therefore explained the wording Sxaw» 22 5x 11271 (11:2)
to mean that the commandment of the forbidden foods
was to be said by ALL THREE, 2nn»x1 qmy5x ;)X because

nnTa nwnw, they were ALL EQUALLY SILENT when
dealing with the tragedy of Nadavand Avihu. We certainly
wonder what connection could there be, what is the nm
mm T3 of their mournful silence, which often requires
more willpower than the anguished shout of despair, to
the list of the prohibitive foods?

We need, at least, to wade into one of the great theological
debates of Yahadus, at least up to our knees (see Derashos
H’Ran 11, Shach Y’D 81:35, Mesilas Yesharim 11 and
Chavtzeles Hasharon Shemos 2:7). We know the severity
of mmox mbaxn, and the havoc it creates in our Neshamos,
somehow is more than other sins (see Yuma 39A). The
spelling of the word oa onnon (11:43), you will become
contaminated through them, without an “Aleph” reads

like the word to become dulled, unfeeling; a spiritual
hardening of the arteries, resulting in a Yiddisheh
“Hartz” that no longer pumps out Yiddishe blood to the
mind and the rest of the body. I very often quote, albeit
with sadness, Rabbi Berel Wein Shlit”a who asked (about
forty years ago - it's much worse today), how can it be

that American college students can be pro-Palestinian?
He answered, because after three Doros of eating in
McDonalds you will be pro-Palestinian, at least. What a
Vort - sad and depressing but HOW TRUE!! But exactly
what causes such negative devastation is what the debate
is about.

The Sefer Hachinuch (73, 144 ), and the Ramban in
numerous places, maintain that there is something
intrinsically faulty with the things that the Torah forbids.
In Parshas Mishpatim, (22:30) the Ramban says that
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y . .

Hashem does not want us to eat certain foods 1151 x5v"
"wn1a mon =1y that create a barrier and coarseness in the
wni. In Parshas Shemini (11:13), he explains the reason

for the disqualification of certain birds is no™7, they are

predators and they are to be avoided since ommn mTw"

"mmnaxb, their essence is cruelty. The Ramban goes on to

explain the reason for full hooves is the same - indicating

a predatory nature. This approach can be called - slightly

over-simplified - you are what you eat. The Ramban

continues his approach regarding the mox of o7 (17:11),

because the soul is in the blood - wmn xi o1 and as

man imbibes the blood of an animal, ;12 2w Yaxan "
2P WM DTN WA MON My im 101 TR wad v DoIRn

"5axia wR mnnan waan pavh. These foods will coarsen

and add to the crudeness of mans’ Middos, and we have

enough problems without these added supplements of
un-refinement.

There is another approach, found in Maharal (Tiferes
Yisroel Perek 7 and 8), who basically agrees that these
foods can affect man and his Middos; HOWEVER, he
adds, "mxnn opo 9P a1 PR Sar o xin nnrn " . One of
his proofs is that if =1 is inherently bad and will have
negative effects on man, how could the Gemara (Chulin
17:A) allow us, when we enter Eretz Yisroel, to eat it, as it
says (Devarim 4:10) v 53 o°X5n o'n, which means even
=17 °57p (see Rashi — bacons). The Maharal’s approach -
as much as I can understand it - is that the power behind
every Mitzvah, proven especially by the Mitzvos which
are beyond man’s comprehension, is THE MITZVAH
ITSELF that is fulfilling the ownmy. The nxmw created and
forged by the sin is because Hashem said NOT TO DO IT.
When it is forbidden, the betrayal of that command itself
produces the nxmv. Therefore, when Hashem allows it —
like when we enter Eretz Yisroel — no negative effects are
created. Kedusha is generated by obedience, and Tumaah
is generated by disobedience.

We probably should try and understand - based on this
approach — why mmox mboxn create a greater mwonv

150 than any other violation of 15nn mm. Tosafos in
Maseches Chulin (5B) will help us. The Gemara (ibid)
teaches that Hashem will not allow a Tzadik to eat Treif.
Tosafos points out that although Tzadikim have in fact
violated other mmnay, they have been spared from eating
related sins; there seems to be a special protection for
that. The reason is because every external act is removed
from the man himself, whereas eating is actually internal,
infusing the violation of the 75>nn mm into yourself.

If you learn the last Rambam in Hilchos Mikvaos (11:12),
you will better understand this position. He writes, 7112727
11 2N20 2 mnem mxmonw "Hn, Tumaah and Taharah
are classified as o - concepts beyond comprehension.
Being Toivel to remove the Tumaah is also a pm, because
nxmv is not like dirt that can be washed away. A physical
remedy to an intangible element, it is obviously not the
water that cleanses, but rather, the fulfillment of the
Mitzvah. It seems that the amm mw5 of the Rambam is
leaning towards the position of the Maharal. You decide.

Backto ourlong forgotten Rashi — who we now suggestalso
follows the Maharal and Ramban - and now the 3
nn flows. Aron and his sons displayed unusual restraint
- nnmTa nwnw - were all equally silent and accepted the
onw nvn - EVEN WITH SIMCHA. Otherwise, they
would have never gotten the command of 71127 of ~ow1 »
nwn 5x without Simcha. Total obedience - so they were
Zocheh to teach Klal Yisroel the laws of nxmw, which
rests on that sort of accepting o'pin which are difficult to
understand.

Man has always had trouble with obedience, since day
one, when Adam succumbed to the Eitz Hadaas. May
Hashem grant us the wisdom and the strength to do what
Hashem wants us to do, omn 5.

Among those who are nyw ooyn.

»Rafr AV

/J\"/f b prp
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That which is attached to tahor, is tahor

The world endured an extraordinary year, particularly the Jews.
This year we learned many new concepts, some of them were a

new dimension (proportionately). Everyone gets that the world will "% N0 oo JiTo'ma’

not be as it was. One of the things that the world learned is that if ‘In haste, it is a Pesach to Hashem’

you were close proximity to someone who was positive, even for I cleaned and scrubbed and prepared the apartment for the upcoming
only a short time, you were in danger. Therefore, you had to Pesach, literally at the last moment, since we originally planned to
distance from anyone sick or even possibly sick, (of course, thisis | spendthe whole Yom Tov with my parents, but for some reason at the
not coming to ask how you are supposed to conduct yourself), but | last minute we decided to clean and stay home for Yom Tov.

perhaps we can learn and understand something from these things Literally on the last day, Friday Erev Pesach we received a call from my
regarding spiritual illness, how careful we must be and distance parents that we should still come for the whole Yom Tov. They would
ourselves from anybody ‘sick’, and even someone who is only be very happy if we came and they eve had an apartment for us in the
‘possibly sick’, we must distance ourselves so that we do not catch | same building so it would be pleasant for us and them.

his illness chalilah. We packed our bags and hurriedly left for Yerushalayim.

Our parsha discusses the laws of non-kosher and kosher food, | We had a little regret that we cleaned and prepared the apartment
stemming from the laws of tumah to a person and his purification. | for Pesach for nothing, and to leave at the last minute, but we were
Therefore, the Torah states (11:36) n'n* om nipn Y 'wn &' | happy to be in Yerushalayim by my parents.

'XNV' DNY212 YAl INL — Only a spring or a pit of a gathering of | On Shabbos night, the neighbor who lived opposite my parents came
water shall be pure, but one who touches their carcass shall into my parents’ apartment. She was quite ill, and she could not

become impure’. Rashi explains: ‘But one who touches their | function at all. She told my mother they were looking for an
carcass shall become impure — even if he is in a spring or a pit of | apartment to use in my neighborhood. This way their children who

water, and he touches their carcass he shall become impure, so lived in this neighborhood would be together with the other children
that you should not say a kal v’‘chomer: If water purifies those who living in that neighborhood, but there was not even one apartment
are impure of their impurity, all the more so that it should save one available, and it was just for sleeping.

who is pure from becoming impure. Therefore it says, ‘butone who | The next day, after Shabbos, Seder night, we planned to join our son
touches their carcass shall become impure.” Again we see how we in Yerushalayim, but the rest of the days of Chol HaMoed we would
must be careful with tumah, that even one who finds himself ina | 80 by bus between Yerushalayim and Beit Shemesh and return every
pure spring, if he touches even a hairsbreadth of tumah, he night.

becomes tamei, and standing in pure water does not help him. These were elderly righteous people. When we heard the
The Mishna teaches us (Keilim 12:2) ‘This is the general rule: conversation, we offered our apartment which was clean and ready
Anything attached to tamei, is tamei. Anything attached to tahoris | for Pesach. They were quite pleased by the hashgacha when we told
tahor. So, it is not possible for a person to hang around with those them that we had cleaned everything. On Monday after Seder night,
who are not tahor and remain tahor. Also, when a person wants to we left for Beit Shemesh to prepare our house. We prepared the beds
correct his ways, he must leave the bad way completely and turn with pillows and covers and prepared an urn for hot water and Pesach
away from it and enter only in the gates of Kedusha and be purified. utensils for coffee. We returned to Yerushalayim pleased, and good-
But if he does not completely leave the bad and impure ways, there | hearted for the chesed we were able to do and for the great
is nothing in the world that can purify him. Chazal call consider him hashgacha.

as if he is immersing with a sheretz in his hand. We do not want to At

connect with any spiritual illness, therefore, we must be very
careful and distance from anything tamei, and try to be ‘anything
attached to tahor is tahor.

- TivHaTorah - Shemini
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Minimal pleasure is propitious for Torah
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This is the law of the animal, the bird, every living creature that
swarms in the water, and for every creature that creeps on the
ground. (11:46)

We learn in the Gemara (Pesachim 49b), ‘It was taught, Rebbe says,
“It is forbidden for an am haaretz [unlearned person] to eat meat, as
it states, ‘this is the law of the animal and the bird’. Whoever is
occupied with the study of Torah is allowed to eat the meat of an
animal or bird, but whoever is not occupied with the study of Torah
is forbidden to eat the meat of an animal or bird.’
The Maharsha explains the reason for this, ‘It seems we can explain
that a ben Noach [gentile] is allowed to eat any meat as it states
(Bereishis 9:3) "7> X D27 'mMNM1 2wy ' - ‘like herbal greenery |
have given you everything’. But a Jew who received the Torah is
commanded to separate between the unclean and the clean. This is
hinted by the posuk ‘zos toras’, one who is occupied with the Torah
and knows to differentiate between the tamei and the tahor and all
other prohibitions related to eating meat, such as, blood and fat,
meat and milk, the sciatic nerve, this one is allowed to eat meat.
Anyone who is not occupied with the Torah and all these prohibitions
and permissibility regarding eating meat, this one is prohibited from
eating meat as he will surely stumble with something prohibited.
In terms of the avodah we can say that the Torah only gave the right
to eat meat to the one who managed to purify his base nature within
him. Chazal said (Bava Basra 25b) ‘Rebbe Yitzchak said, “One who
wishes to be knowledgeable should face south when praying, while
one who wishes to be wealthy should face north. Your mnemonic is
the table is on the north side and menorah is on the south side of the
Sanctuary.’ The explanation is: One who wants wisdom should focus
towards the south when he is davening as this is propitious for
wisdom. One who wants wealth should focus towards the north
when he is davening as this is propitious for wealth. So that you do
not make a mistake as to which direction is propitious for wisdom and
which for wealth, Chazal gave us a sign, ‘the table was in the north
and the menorah was in the south’. The shulchan teaches about
parnasah — financial matters — and the material things that a person
needs and therefore he should face north to receive this abundance.
The menorah is an extension of the light of wisdom and stands in the
south, which is also propitious for it.
The simple meaning of these words are hidden and sealed since there
is no explanation why facing south brings wisdom and facing north
brings wealth. With our limited understanding, we do not understand
why this works, except that these things are dependent on the heart
and speech, and if a person concentrates and asks explicitly, then he
will merit that light and blessing will be extended to him. However,
we have no concept about standing one way or another.
Perhaps we can resolve this by way of a hint that Chazal intended to
give sound advice to one who wants the light of wisdom which is a
source of life for the soul of the person. If he truly wants it, he must
limit himself from the mundane abundance that sustains the body.
The reason the menorah was place opposite the shulchan is to teach
that the two needs correspond to each other. It is not appropriate for
the person to receive the abundance emanating from the Shulchan
more than his share of the light of wisdom emanating from the
menorah. When the trait of the shulchan is greater than the menorah,
then the person’s base trait overpowers and becomes a barrier
between him and wisdom. Chazal said this in another place (Tanna
D’vei Eliyahu Chapter 26) ‘Before you pray that the words of Torah
should enter within you, pray that delicacies do not enter within you.

il
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This is the main difficulty for attaining wisdom.

This is what we meant, if a person wants wealth he should face north
and the reason is not that north is propitious for wealth. Rather, it is
a warning for the person that if he wants an expansive life, he should
turn to the shulchan which was in the north. He should know that by
doing so, he is turning his back on the menorah. Therefore, it would
be better to be satisfied with his original portion, for even if it is
minimal, it is what Heaven intended for him for his benefit. They
know that his warehouse is not yet filled with the light of wisdom
and they are concerned that if he fills it with grain, then perhaps the
doors of wisdom will be locked by this.

In contrast to this, they also wanted to teach that if one wants an
abundance of wisdom and understanding, he must face south, that
is, he turns his back to the north and he forgoes eating and drinking
too much. This is the main thing that causes a person to withhold his
spiritual food, which is the wisdom of the Torah and sustains him.
Based on what we have said we can explain the intent of Chazal, ‘an
am haaretZ’ is forbidden to eat meat’ since he has not yet merited
wisdom and Torabh, it is incumbent on him to refrain from eating
meat. Since his intellect is limited, his eating will not be for his
benefit. This eating will be a barrier between himself and wisdom,
and he will not grasp the concepts of the Torah nor purify his soul.
However, one who limits the desires of this world, and his main
exertion is for Torah and avodah, he will merit to purify his basic
instinct. He will no longer crave mundane pleasures, including the
craving for food. When this person approaches the avodah of eating,
he will focus on its true purpose, to sustain him. He will differentiate
the holy sparks of the holy spirituality of the food. It will give his body
strength to continue in avodas HaBorei — the service of his Creator —
which comes from his food. This person is the one who is fit to eat.
Chazal referred to him when they said, “Whoever is occupied with
the study of Torah is allowed to eat meat, since we are not
concerned that he might forget the reason he is eating for the
influence of the menorah will light his way. It is not relevant to say
about him ‘one who wants wealth should face north’, meaning, we
do not warn him that he is turning his back on the menorah, since
he does not ‘want’. Once he has attained Torah, he will not chase
after a materiel life which has pleasure.

The truth of the matter is that it is fitting for this person to be
obligated to eat meat, for the avodah of eating is one of the avodos
that are imposed on a person to do. But it is not possible to impose
this on people with limited knowledge, and when they are eating,
they are only focused on the mundane pleasure of eating. Even if we
warn them to not enjoy their eating, there is great concern that they
will not listen. Therefore, not only will they not be drawn closer,
rather, they will be distanced even further away by telling them to
not eat more than they need. However, people who have earned the
light of Torah and know how to do the avodah of eating, it is fitting
to bring them closer, then why does it not say, ‘Whoever is occupied
in Torah must eat meat’?

We can say that the Torah gave an opening to the person who
earned Torah to be humble and is concerned that maybe he does
not have as much wisdom as he needs, and his mundane soul wants
to swallow the holy just to fill the mundane void. Who can say that
he earned the pure Torah which has the power to purify the soul, to
the point he no longer craves the mundane? Even though he has not
found an opening to exempt the obligation because of ‘humility’ and
the argument that he is not fit for this. Still, the Torah saw it fit to
excuse him from this avodah, since if one does not eat, it would
harm his soul.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shemini 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Behold, how good and how pleasant is the dwelling of brothers together in harmony”

HKB”H Rested His Shechinah on the Mishkan due to the Joint
Efforts of Moshe the Tzaddik and Aharon the Ba’al Teshuvah

In this week’s parsha, parshas Shemini, it gives me great
pleasure to focus on the wonderful partnership of the two holy
brothers—Moshe and Aharon. In their merit, HKB”H rested His
Shechinah on the Mishkan. This is apparent from the following
passuk in our parsha (Vayikra 9, 1): mwn xap »awn opa s
"oRAw apTy1 131 1anKy—it was on the eighth day, Moshe
called to Aharon and his sons, and to the elders of Yisrael.
Rashi provides the following clarification: It is referring to the
eighth day of the inauguration (of Aharon and his sons into
the kehunah). It was the first of Nissan; for the Mishkan was
erected on that very day.

Regarding this subject, we learn in the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Yoma 1, 1): &1 o1 o2 whawn mwn mn ooRTynan me nyaw 57
MO0V FNAW WA [DTTA 210 2 1A2 1IN wabw 11°91,1070 by v nnaw
E2ooR IR B0 0 (V-1 RApYY) Rryw a1 Yy Throughout the
entire seven days of the inauguration, Moshe functioned
as the Kohen Gadol, but the Shechinah did not rest on his
account. As soon as Aharon donned the garments of the
Kohen Gadol and began serving, the Shechinah rested on
his account. What is the reason? (Vayikra 9, 4): “For today
Hashem appears to you.” Thus, we learn that HKB"H only
rested His Shechinah on the Mishkan after Moshe Rabeinu had
initially served as the Kohen Gadol for seven days and then
Aharon HaKohen replaced him and offered the korbanos on the
eighth day of the inauguration ceremony.

This sacred partnership of Moshe and Aharon continued to
grow and get stronger. This is evident from a passuk further on
in the parsha (ibid. 23): 197321 121 7P YR YR 19087 "wn K201

- — — - ——— —

rdliz

"ayt 9o X 11 7135 8771 oy nk—Moshe and Aharon came to the
Ohel Mo’ed, and they went out and blessed the people—
and the glory of Hashem appeared to the entire nation!
Rashi explains why it was necessary for both Moshe and
Aharon to enter the Ohel Mo’ed together: Upon seeing that all
the korbanos had been offered and the entire service had
been performed, yet the Shechinah had not descended for
Yisrael, Aharon became distressed, and said: “I know that
HKB”H has become angry with me, and it is on my account
that the Shechinah did not descend for Yisrael.” He said to
Moshe, “Moshe, my brother! This is what you have done to
me; I began performing the service (at your behest), and I
was embarrassed (because the Shechinah did not descend).
Immediately, Moshe entered with him, and they sought
mercy, and the Shechinah descended for Yisrael.

Further on, Rashi explains the significance of that which
is written: “They went out and blessed the people”—they
said (Tehillim 90, 17): “May the pleasantness of my Lord,
our G-d, be upon us. May the Shechinah rest in the work
of your hands.” Rashi explains here that at the conclusion of
the seven days of inauguration, even before Aharon approached
the mizbeiach to sacrifice the korbanos, the people of Yisrael
expressed their deep, heartfelt pain to Moshe. For seven days,
Moshe Rabeinu had erected the Mishkan, officiated in it and
dismantled it, and despite all of their good intentions and efforts,
the Shechinah still did not rest among Yisrael. They sought
some indication that they had been granted atonement for the
“cheit ha'eigel” To which Moshe responded (ibid. 6), “This
is the thing Hashem has commanded you to do; Aharon,
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my brother, is worthier and more important than me; for
through his korbanos and his service, the Shechinah will
rest among you, and you will know that the Omnipresent
has chosen him.”

From all of the above, we see that HKB”H only rested His
Shechinah in the Mishkan after both brothers had fulfilled their
roles. Moshe had initially served as the Kohen Gadol for the
seven days of inauguration, and then, on the eighth day, Aharon
had sacrificed all of the korbanos that they had been commanded
to bring on the mizbeiach. Even then, the Shechinah did not
descend immediately. It only descended after the two of them
entered the Mishkan together to pray. Finally, when they exited
to bless the people (ibid. 24): nx namn Sy Yaxnt /i1 220910 W RenY
"arean By e 11971 oyt Yo K901 oaabnn nxt aviyn—a fire emerged
from before Hashem and consumed on the mizbeiach the
“olah” and the fats; the people saw, they rejoiced and fell
upon their faces.

Thus, it behooves us to reflect upon the practical significance
for each and every one of us of this exalted partnership of
these two holy brothers that resulted in the dwelling of the
Shechinah in the Mishkan. What vital lesson are we supposed
to learn and implement even in our current situation where the
Beis HaMikdash is no longer extant? How can we replicate the
combined efforts of Moshe and Aharon in order to merit the
dwelling of the Shechinah among us?

The Shechinah Dwelt in the Mishkan in the Merit of
Moshe the Tzaddik and Aharon the Ba’al Teshuvah

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing an important principle gleaned from the sacred
teachings of the Sefas Emes, which is repeated several times in
his commentary on this week’s parsha (5639, 5641, 5645). He
explains that Aharon was appointed the Kohen Gadol instead
of Moshe Rabeinu, because Moshe Rabeinu was a consummate
tzaddik; he had never in his life experienced sin. Therefore,
he was incapable of rectifying the “cheit ha’eigel” for Yisrael;
that required a ba’al teshuvah. Aharon HaKohen, on the other
hand, had fashioned the eigel for the people; thus, he was a
ba’al teshuvah. Therefore, he fit the bill; he was able to offer the
korbanos on their behalf to rectify their sin.

Based on this idea, he explains the significance of the
following passuk (ibid. 7): mwy1 mam R 39p 1908 DR nwn nker
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"EP YAt 7Y 9851 1nY1y nR1 anNRwvn nak—Moshe said to Aharon,
“Approach the mizbeiach and perform the service of your
“chatas” and your “olah,” and provide atonement for
yourself and for the people. Rashi explains in the name of the
Toras Kohanim that Aharon had to be coaxed; he felt ashamed
and was afraid to approach. Therefore, Moshe said to him: “Why
are you ashamed? This is why you were chosen.” In other
words, because he had made the eigel, Aharon felt ashamed and
unworthy. Hence, Moshe hinted to him that he was compelled
from above to make the eigel, so that he would be able to rectify
the people’s sin in the capacity of their Kohen Gadol.

Let us embellish this point based on what we are taught in the
Gemara apropos the “cheit ha'eigel” (A.Z. 4b): Waym nxHR=w? 1oy RY”
"matmen YHyaY ma pnna Yy X9R—Yisrael only made the eigel in
order to provide encouragement for ba’alei-teshuvah. Rashi
explains that Yisrael, in that generation, were courageous and
virtuous and had control over their yetzers. They would not have
succumbed to their yetzers and made the “eigel” had it not been
decreed from above that they do so to provide encouragement
for ba’alei teshuvah. Thus, if a sinner would argue that he would
not repent, because he was confident that his teshuvah would not
be accepted, they could respond to him, “Go and learn from the
episode of the eigel; they committed sacrilege and, nevertheless,
they were accepted back via teshuvah.”

Thus, it is apparent that the fact that Aharon HaKohen had
fashioned the eigel was not a shortcoming. On the contrary,
HKB”H chose him to enact the heavenly decree of making the eigel
in order to demonstrate to the people the efficacy of teshuvah.
Seen in this context, Moshe’s remark to Aharon makes perfect
sense. Aharon was ashamed and was afraid to approach the
mizbeiach because of his role in the “cheit ha'eigel.” Therefore,
Moshe consoled him by saying: “Why are you ashamed? This is
why you were chosen.” In other words, it is specifically because
of your role in the “cheit ha'eigel” that HKB”H has chosen you to
be the Kohen Gadol to afford Yisrael atonement.

Why Does the Torah Teach Us
that Moshe and Aharon Were Equal?

We learn an important principle from what we have just
discussed. Moshe and Aharon, these two holy brothers,
On the one hand, Moshe

Rabeinu was the preeminent tzaddik, representing those who

represented two great luminaries.

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

Parshas Shemini 5781 | 2

OO



never sinned. On the other hand, Aharon HaKohen was the
preeminent “ba’al teshuvah,” representing those who sinned
and made amends by performing sincere, complete teshuvah.
This is the message conveyed by the Mishnah (Avos 1, 12): S9:1”
137PRT N1PISR AR SR, I 4711 2T 3N IR Y nnm iR
smmn Hillel says: Be among the disciples of Aharon, loving
peace and pursuing peace, loving humankind and bringing
them near to the Torah.

In this light, we can explain the following narrative very nicely
(Shemos 6, 26): Uxaw? 12 NX IR BAY 1 AR WK wRT IR R
213 AR RORITY Doagn Tbn ayes YR EUsTan ot nmNay by oasn yasn
J1RnRT wn R aaxnn SRawe This is Aharon and Moshe to whom
Hashem said: “Take Bnei Yisrael out of Mitzrayim according
to their legions.” They are the ones who spoke to Pharaoh,
King of Mitzrayim, to take Bnei Yisrael out of Mitzrayim;
this is Moshe and Aharon. Initially, the narrative says: “This is
Aharon and Moshe.” Yet, it concludes by saying: “This is Moshe
and Aharon”—reversing the order. Rashi comments: There
are places where it (the Torah) places Aharon before Moshe,
and there are places where it puts Moshe before Aharon, to
indicate that they are equivalent.

We can explain why it was necessary for the Torah to indicate
that they were equal to one another based on the following
Gemara (Berachos 34b): max mrma gpee Py nawn “Hyaw oipn”
"p1my—in the place that ba’alei teshuvah stand, consummate
tzaddikim do not stand. Based on this teaching, it is possible
to suggest that Aharon—the ba’al teshuvah—was greater than
Moshe Rabeinu—the consummate tzaddik. Therefore, the Torah
teaches us that they were equal to one another.

We will endeavor to explain why they were indeed equals
based on an insight from the Chovot HaLevAvos (Sha’ar
HaTeshuvah, Chapter 8).
teshuvah” is heartbroken and feels remorse for having sinned

He asserts that a genuine “ba’al

against HKB”H. As a consequence, he constantly submits and
humbles himself before G-d, and the sin becomes a cause
for his submission and for his endeavoring to fulfill his
debts to the Creator. He does not become haughty in the
least for his good deeds.

He goes on to add the following: Such a sinner, is the one
who is greater than the tzaddik who never sinned this sin
or others like it. For the tzaddik is not assured that his
heart will not become proud and haughty for his deeds . ..

Shvilei Pincles

As one of the tzaddikim would say to his pupils, “If you were
free of iniquity,

I would be afraid for you, on account of that which is
worse than iniquity.” They inquired, “And what is worse
than iniquity?” He replied, “Pride and flattery.” Regarding
a penitent like this, our Rabbis of blessed memory said: “In
the place where the penitents stand, the perfectly righteous
cannot stand.”

This explains very nicely why it was necessary for the Torah
to attest to the fact that Moshe and Aharon were equivalent to
one another, even though Aharon was categorized as a “ba’al
teshuvah,” which is a loftier status than a total tzaddik. For, the
likelihood that a consummate tzaddik might become haughty
did not apply to Moshe Rabeinu. After all, the Torah explicitly
attests to the fact that (Bamidbar 12, 3): 7xn vy nwn wwmay
MRN8 Yy 2w 0T8T Yon—the man Moshe was exceedingly
humble, more so than any person on the face of the earth!

“Happy is he who never sinned, but as for he who
has sinned, let him repent and be forgiven”

Following this line of inquiry, we will proceed to explain why
HKB”H chose to employ the remarkable joint efforts of these two
holy brothers—Moshe Rabeinu the consummate tzaddik and
Aharon HaKohen the “ba’al teshuvah”—to prepare a dwelling
place for His Shechinah. Consider the extraordinary simchah
associated with “Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah” on Chag HaSuccos.
In the words of our blessed sages (Succos 51a): nxa Xyw "
"pron A Ra R aRwt e nmme—whoever did not see the
“Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah” never saw rejoicing in his life.

Tosafos (ibid. 50b) explain the nature of the joy and elation
associated with “Simchas Beis HaSho'eivah”: The Yerushalmi
explains thatthey drew “ruach hakodesh” from there. For, the
Shechinah only dwells in an atmosphere of simchabh, as it is
written (Melachim II 3, 15): “It happened that as the musician
played, the hand of Hashem came upon him.” It cites the case
of Yonah ben Amitai, who was one of the pilgrims (those who
made the pilgrimage to the Beis HaMikdash on the festival), and
the Shechinah rested upon him during the “Simchas Beis
HaSho’eivah.” In short, the extraordinary joy associated with
the “Simchas Beis HaSho'eivah” was attributable to the fact that
those in attendance were able to draw “ruach hakodesh”—divine
inspiration—from the presence of the Shechinah.
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Now, let us examine the remarkable relationship between
the consummate tzaddikim and the “ba’alei teshuvah” at this
joyous ceremony. We are taught in the Gemara (ibid. 53a): 1an”
MWIRT DITIOM IR IANNPT AR W1a KW 1R IR, YIRIN 1 w1330
1R . T21wN PP 1R 101 DR TNA5Y 1NNPT IR, DMRIR R e awyn
S DIt 31w KUY n1,Run RYw o wR mamiR 1981 The Rabbis
taught in a Baraisa: Some of them would say, “Happy is our
youth, which did not shame our old age (i.e., Rashi: That
we did not commit aveiros in our youth which we would be
ashamed of in our old age).” These were the pious men and
men of good deeds. While some of them would say, “Happy
is our old age, which has atoned for our (misspent) youth.”
These were “ba’alei teshuvah.” Both of these groups would
say, “Happy is he who never sinned, but as for he who has
sinned, let him repent and be forgiven.”

At this sacred gathering and encounter of consummate
tzaddikim and “ba’alei teshuvah,” the unique, special nature of
the “Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah” became apparent. All of Yisrael
were privileged to experience the presence of the Shechinah
and to be endowed with “ruach hakodesh. Initially, each of
these two distinguished groups expressed their praise and
gratitude to HKB”H for allowing them to serve Him to the best
of their abilities. Accordingly, the chassidim and men of good
deeds declared: “Happy is our youth, which did not shame
our old age.” In contrast, the “ba’alei teshuvah,” who sinned
and repented, declared: “Happy is our old age, which has
atoned for our (misspent) youth.”

Notwithstanding, the concluding declaration says it all!
Ultimately, the tzaddikim and the “ba’alei teshuvah” declared in
unison: “Happy is he who never sinned, but as for he who
has sinned, let him repent and be forgiven.” This divine
connection of brotherly love and congeniality between the
tzaddikim and the “ba’alei teshuvah” is what cuts through all
the heavenly realms and ascends to the Kisei HaKavod. As a
result, abundant “ruach hakodesh” is bestowed upon Yisrael
from the presence of the Shechinah among the people.

It appears that the tzaddikim and the “ba’alei teshuvah” at
this joyous ceremony learned this wonderful fact from the initial
dwelling of the Shechinah in the Mishkan. They realized that
unity and brotherly love were prerequisites for the dwelling of
the Shechinah. After all, only when Moshe and Aharon—the
consummate tzaddik and the “ba’al teshuvah”—entered the Ohel
Mo’ed together to request divine mercy for the dwelling of the

Shvilei Pinclhes

Shechinah did it occur: “They went out and blessed the people—
and the glory of Hashem appeared to the entire nation!”

The Shemoneh Esrei Prayer Corresponds to the 18
Times Moshe and Aharon Are Mentioned Together

With this understanding, we can now begin to comprehend
the wonderful lesson that we are supposed to learn from this
magnificent partnership of these two holy brothers—Moshe
and Aharon. Let us refer to a teaching from Chazal in the
Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 2, 1): .9aK% 1978 Yx1 nwn DR /1 a1
TIMIPR 173 L0197 N7 A1 BT TITINT wR K2 NN NmIph ntha
n19m2 7Y man pata 1Rt nwn “Hashem spoke to Moshe and
Aharon, saying”: In eighteen places (in the Torah), you find
Moshe and Aharon addressed as equals corresponding to
the eighteen Berachos . . . In eighteen places, Moshe and
Aharon are united (mentioned together), alluding to the
eighteen Berachos. We learn from here that the eighteen
Berachos we recite thrice daily in Shemoneh Esrei (Shacharis,
Minchah, Arvis) correspond to the eighteen times Moshe and

Aharon are mentioned together in the Torah.

It appears that we can explain the matter based on an
elucidation in the Gemara (Megillah 29a) related to the passuk
(Yechezkel 11, 16): nroas *na xR prg °371 9nK uyn wrpny ony nRy
J5aaaw nwata onat “Yet, I have been for them a ‘Mikdash m’aht’
(a miniature Sanctuary).” Rabbi Yitzchak said: These are the
synagogues and study halls in Bavel. Thus, we see that every
synagogue we pray in is like a miniature Sanctuary—a “Mikdash
m’aht”—a place where HKB”H rests His Shechinah. Furthermore,
we have learned (Berachos 26b): "mupn 1an 1> nivan"—the
tefilos were instituted corresponding to the “Tamid” offerings.
Shacharis corresponds to the morning korban “tamid”; Minchah
corresponds to the afternoon korban “tamid”; Arvis corresponds
to the limbs and fats that remained unconsumed by the mizbeiach
and were sacrificed throughout the night.

Based on this premise, we can propose a reason for the
institution of praying Shemoneh Esrei in our synagogues
to correspond to the eighteen times Moshe and Aharon are
mentioned together in the Torah. Chazal wanted to emphasize
to us the importance of uniting in our prayers the two
characteristics of Moshe and Aharon—consummate tzaddikim
and “ba’alei teshuvah.” In the merit of this desirable, admirable
union, we merit the dwelling of the Shechinah—as was evident
at the Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah.
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This explains very nicely what the Magen Avraham (0.C. 46)
brings down in the name of the Arizal in Sha’ar HaKavanos:
Prior to the Shacharis service, one should accept upon
himself the mitzvas asei of (Vayikra 19, 18): “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” In keeping with our current
discussion, this implies that it is imperative for tzaddikim and
“ba’alei teshuvah” to unite as one, like Moshe and Aharon, to

invite the presence of the Shechinah.

Serving Hashem with the Midos
of Netzach and Hod

It is with great pleasure that we will now explain what we
have learned in the Gemara concerning the tefilah of Shemoneh
Esrei (Berachos 10b): mm%ant anraw 17911 nX 1127w 7°7x Sannn”
s 5am One who prays must align his feet, as it states
Rashi
explains: They appeared as a single leg. This, in fact, is the

(Yechezkel 1, 7): “Their legs were a straight leg.”

halachic ruling (0.C. 95, 1). We will endeavor to explain why we
are required to mimic the malachim when davening—standing
with the appearance of a single, straight leg.

To explain the matter, we will rely on the fact that the seven
shepherds—Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef
and David—correspond to the seven midos: Chesed, gevurabh,
Tiferes, netzach, hod, yesod and malchus. Thus, it turns out
that Moshe Rabeinu corresponds to the midah of “netzach”;
whereas Aharon HaKohen corresponds to the midah of “hod.”

Additionally, we learn from our sacred sefarim, based on
a teaching in the Tikunei Zohar (Introduction 17a), in the
passage Pesach Eliyahu, that the seven midos mirror the
human body. Chesed is the right arm; gevurah is the left arm;
Tiferes is the body; netzach and hod are the two legs; yesod
is the symbol of the holy “Bris”; malchus is the mouth—Torah
she’b’al peh. Hence, it turns out that Moshe and Aharon—the
representatives of “netzach” and “hod”—represent the two legs
of the body of kedushah that guided Yisrael through the midbar
for forty years.

Thus, we can suggest that this is inferred by the passuk
(Bamidbar 33, 1): onixaxy mragn pann 18e? TwKR YRW? 213 1pon 19R”
"Rt nwn 1a—these are the journeys of Bnei Yisrael, who
left the land of Egypt with their legions, led by Moshe and
Aharon. They expound on this passuk in the Midrash (V.R. 23,
2): Thisis the implication of the passuk (Tehillim 77,21): “You
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led Your nation like a flock of sheep by the hand of Moshe
and Aharon.” There, it enumerates all of the miracles that
were performed on behalf of Yisrael during their wanderings
in the midbar in the merit of these two shepherds. Clearly, this
coincides very nicely with their representing “netzach” and
“hod”—the two legs. Those two legs functioned to guide the
holy body of the nation of Yisrael through the midbar on their

journey to Eretz Yisrael.

The Tzaddik Reflects Netzach
and the Ba’al Teshuvah Reflects Hod

I was struck by a wonderful thought as to why Moshe
represents “netzach”—the right leg of the body of kedushah—
and Aharon represents “hod”—the left leg of the body of
kedushah. In Avodas Yisrael (Chanukah), the Maggid of
Kozhnitz explains that the midah of “hod” symbolizes the
“ba’al teshuvah,” since “hod” is related to the Hebrew word
for admission or acknowledgement—*“hodaah.” It says in the
Gemara (Eiruvin 12a): "a'ya= Ywsn or1m”—stating that they
concur implies that there are those who disagree. Thus, the
midah of “hod” symbolizes the sinner; initially, he disagreed
with and disputed, chas v’shalom, the ways of Hashem and
His Torah; subsequently, however, he performed teshuvah and
admitted to his sin and misguided behavior.

Based on this assertion, we can posit that the tzaddik, who
never sinned, because he succeeded in defeating the yetzer hara,
is symbolized by the midah of “netzach” (which is related to the
word for victory). In the words of the Gemara (Berachos 5a):
"aY1A ML P AR By 210 et 2R eaer obyy"—a person should
constantly agitate his yetzer tov to fight against his yetzer
hara...if he defeats it, fine. In contrast, a person who sinned
and then repented by performing teshuvah is symbolized by the
midah of “hod”; he initially disagreed but ultimately admitted
that he was wrong and made amends via teshuvah.

With this understanding, we can begin to comprehend the
Gemara’s enigmatic statement: “In the place that ba’alei
teshuvah stand, consummate tzaddikim do not stand.” For,
a “ba’al teshuvah” has a more formidable yetzer hara than a
tzaddik. Since he has grown accustomed to committing aveiros,
he has become thoroughly entangled in the yetzer’'s web—
in keeping with the notion of “one aveirah leads to another

aveirah.” Therefore, after performing teshuvah and conceding
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that he was wrong—the midah of “hod”—he must also adopt
the midah of “netzach” to continue to defeat the yetzer hara.

Thus, the consummate tzaddik is only serving Hashem with
the midah of “netzach”; the midah of “hod” does not pertain to
him, because he has nothing to admit or concede; he has never
disputed or denied Hashem and His Torah. The “ba’al teshuvah,”
on the other hand, serves Hashem with both midos—initially
with “hod” and subsequently with “netzach” (to defeat the
yetzer hara over and over again).

Hence, the Gemara’'s statement specifically employs the
notion of “standing.” For, as we have explained, the “ba’al
teshuvah” stands on both legs; he serves Hashem with both
“netzach” and “hod.” Whereas the tzaddik, who has always been
victorious over the yetzer hara, only stand on one leg; he only

serves Hashem with “netzach.”

Aharon the Representative of Hod Fashioned
the Eigel to Demonstrate the Efficacy
of Teshuvah to the Masses

We can now explain very nicely why HKB”H arranged for
Aharon specifically to play a role in the “cheit ha'eigel.” Since
his midah is “hod,” which is intimately related to teshuvah, it
befitted him to assist Yisrael by demonstrating the efficacy of
teshuvah. It was precisely for this reason that he was appointed
the Kohen Gadol of Yisrael.

We can now propose a very nice interpretation of Moshe’s

directive to Aharon: “Approach the mizbeiach.” He was

Shvilei Pinches

implying that Aharon should approach with both legs to
Then Moshe
continues: “Perform the service of your “chatas” and your
“olah,” and provide atonement for yourself and for the
people.”

serve Hashem with both “netzach” and “hod.”

He served Hashem with “hod” by providing the
people of Yisrael with a form of atonement; as a consummate
tzaddik who overcame and defeated his yetzer, he served
Hashem with “netzach.”

This is the clarification provided by Rashi. He explains that
Aharon was ashamed and afraid to approach the mizbeiach,
because he was instrumental in the making of the eigel.
Therefore, Moshe coaxed him: “Why are you ashamed? This is
why you were chosen!” In other words, it is precisely because
you fashioned the eigel that you were selected to perform the
sacrificial service on the mizbeiach. This was not of your own
initiative; it was orchestrated from above that Yisrael would
make the eigel to demonstrate the efficacy of teshuvah to the
masses. Therefore, since your midah is “hod,” it befits you
to approach the mizbeiach and to perform the service of the
korbanos for the sake of Yisrael’s atonement.

We now have cause to rejoice! We have shed some light on
the rationale for aligning our two legs together as one when we
pray. We have explained that Shemoneh Esrei corresponds to
the eighteen times Moshe and Aharon are mentioned together
in the Torah. Moshe and Aharon represent the two great sets
of luminaries—the consummate tzaddikim and the “ba’alei
teshuvah.” Therefore, it behooves us to unite them when we
pray to invite the presence of the Shechinah, just like they did at
the Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

ecause of the death of Nadav and Avihu at an early
B age, the Akeida, in this Parsha, speaks of time and our

relationship to it. We all consider our money to be
an asset we must protect, and try to make it grow. It is
something we need, it is given to us as a gift from Hashem,
and we never know how much we will have, or how long
we will have it for.

What we are unaware of is that this same situation applies
to our many other assets. Our most precious one is our
time. It is finite, can’t be replaced, and we never know
how much is given to us.This realization should creep into
people’s minds as they become older and it should change
how we treat time. Just as our usage of money is audited

by Hashem, so will our usage of time be audited. We have
many other assets. Health is another important one which
is taken for granted. Again, we don’t know how much of it
we will have or for how long.

The message is that we give different amounts of respect to
the different assets that we own.Those that we consider to
an unalienable right we ignore and exchange for other, less
precious, assets. By appreciating the scarcity of our time
and health as precious assets, we will treat them with more
respect. Then, by increasing our level of respect for our
time and health, we will be willing to sacrifice our money to
preserve these more important and fleeting assets.

It's A Numbers Game

his is a topic which has been important to me for

a while. Recently, several incidents took place which

have brought this topic back to my attention.As with
many other topics, several people will look at an incident
in one way and others will look at the same incident in
a completely different way. With today’s topic, most
people share the same view, a view which is completely in
disagreement with how the Torah sees it.

| want to discuss risk. It fascinates me as | see people
looking at risk in an overly simplistic manner. People look
at risk only considering the chances that something will go
wrong.They will only question whether the risk is | ina 100
or | in 1,000. While that is a significant factor in deciding,
before they decide if the percentages are acceptable,
they must also consider what is at risk at this moment. Is
a | in 1,000 chance that someone will have cancer, Chas
V’shalom, acceptable risk? While the chances are minimal,
nevertheless, the price people will pay is so significant that
even a small risk should be considered to be unacceptable.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

We make the mistake that when Halacha is based on
danger, our Chachamim are saying the person will definitely
get hurt if they don’t follow the Halacha.That’s not so. For
example, our Chachamim tell us that a Chosson and Kallah
need a Shomer to protect them during their first week
of marriage. The Chachamim never intended to say that
without a Shomer something will definitely happen. What
they intend to say is that there is increased risk, passing the
threshold towards unacceptable risk and, therefore, they
should take extra precautions.

Not necessarily in the topic of a Chosson/Kallah, people
disagree with our Chachamim, whether they verbalize this
or not, in what should be defined as acceptable risk or not.
There are two reasons | believe that we don’t respect our
Chachamim's view. One reason is that we only look at the
risk with a narrow view.We know so many people that did
something and nothing bad happened to them that we can’t
imagine it to be a legitimate risk. In truth, we don’t know
the entire picture and prefer not knowing it as it would
curtail our lifestyle.
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A second reason we disagree with our Chachamim is not
an actuarial reason but because our Chachamim care for
every Jew more than the average person does.We are, even
if we don’t admit it, ambivalent towards each other. If we
hear that someone was hurt, we do the typical Jewish sigh,
invoke Hashem’s name, and move on.We don’t care enough.

Our Chachamim care much more than we do.They can’t
tolerate the thought of someone being hurt to the point
that they will curtail the behaviors of thousands of people
even if it will only save one person. It is more than worth it.

For example, although our Chachamim won’t mention this
in public, when asked privately (and this is found in multiple
Halacha Seforim) our Chachamim would not allow people
to engage in any pleasure, such as rock climbing, skiing, or
high-risk rafting. It represents a life-threatening risk without
a compelling need, such as one’s income.

Many people will counter how they know
hundreds of people that have gone dozens
of times each and nothing ever happened
to them. | do too. But | also know two
teenagers who have done permanent
damage to themselves as a result of
a skiing trip, one of whom will never
walk again. Is it worth the pleasure that
hundreds, even thousands of teenagers
and adults had that a small minority will
be damaged for life? It depends how much
you love everyone in Klal Yisroel.

This concept can be applied in so many areas. How many
people have to text while driving before one person ruins
their lives? Is it, collectively, worth it? We have to learn to
think collectively. Our Chachamim know that those
negatively affected are a very,very,small percentage.
They believe that the percentage is enough to ask
everyone to avoid those behaviors.

The “numbers game” is not only about physical safety. |
know several families that have open houses where guests,
invited or not, come and go whenever they want. | have
been warning these families to be careful for years. They
have young children and it becomes a numbers game until
something, Chas V'shalom, can happen. | am not saying
something will happen to each family but, something may
happen to one of them.

"Something bad
will kn}a}azn to
someone else,
not them.”

Recently, one such family had a terrible incident after
I5 years of having an open house. Was it worth it? In
hindsight, it wasn’t. Nevertheless, each family believes
the numbers are on their side. Something bad will
happen to someone else, not them. Our Chachamim
say that such a perspective is not a Torah-based one. In
addition, each one empowers the other and even those
who were never negatively affected have contributed to
those that were.

This concept applies in many areas. Hanging around a
bad influence one time probably won’t cause a person to
deteriorate. But, doing so repeatedly will, even if we can
never pinpoint which time it was.The same is true for those
who take advantage of friends because “they won’t mind”.
That's true but, again, it'’s a numbers game.

People don’t want to hear this thought because of how much
it will limit their lives, how resentful their
children will be to be more restricted
than their friends,and because even adults
will be fighting peer pressure every step
of the way. My goal is not about skiing. It
is about looking at the broader picture.
Doing that will always increase the quality
of people’s decisions.

Then there are areas which aren’t a
numbers game, yet we treat them as if
they are. Parnassa isn’t a numbers game.
It's not a matter of attempting many
business ideas until you hit it rich. Parnassa comes from
Hashem and everyone needs to incorporate that into their
Hishtadlus (efforts).

Speaking to parents, some believe that having good children
is a numbers game. If they have enough children, some
will succeed. Speaking like this allows them to step back,
allowing the percentages to fall into place. But it isn’t a
numbers game. With hard work, they can score a perfect
record. Without, sadly, each of their children can become
problematic.

This message is a sobering one. But it will save a life
somewhere and will help people enrich their lives in many
areas.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

A Study of Shabbos #27
Omer, Iyar, Tiferes and Healing - Part 1
By David Gurwitz

This article is being read at the beginning of the
month of Iyar, which is also known as a month of
healing.

Let’s look at how this month can sharpen our
minds to be able to heal ourselves from many
ailments, both physical and spiritual. In addition,
given that the day Kabbolah was given over was
Lag Ba’omer, the 18" of Iyar, we will begin to
explore some deeper aspects of healing.

There is a well-known remez for this occurring in
Iyar. The letters of Iyar stad for Ani (alef) Hashem
(vud-yud) Rofecha (reish), a posuk in Parshas
Beshalach, which we just read on the seventh day
of Pesach and contains the celebration of the
splitting of the sea.

There is an important and often overlooked point
about the aspect of Iyar being a healing month,
says the Bnei Yissoschor. This comes from the fact
that most physical ailments come from the food we
eat. Since the monn started falling in the midbar
and the monn was a perfect food in terms of
energy created and digestion required, the Bnei
Yisroel became cured. This power of healing has
remained during these days for generations.

In addition, Iyar is the only month in which every
day has an Omer count associated with it. Iyar is
also the month that connects Pesach in Nissan to
Shavuos in Sivan.

Iyar, therefore, has a tremendous power of clarity
of thought. We see this from the order of the
Sheim Havayah, which symbolizes the month of
Iyar, which is yud, hey, hey, vov. These letters
form the roshei teivos of the words in Yirmiyahu
(9:23), “Ki im bezos yishalel hamishalel haskel
veyadoa.” Yirmiyahu is instructing us not to pride
ourselves on wisdom, strength or wealth, but on
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knowledge of Hashem. The Bneij Yissoschor teaches
us that the month of Iyar is a month in which one
can reach incredible intellectual levels with regard
to knowing Hashem, rendering Iyar ideal for
preparing for Matan Torah.

The Bnei Yissoschor also explains additional powers
in Iyar from a number of key events that took
place in Iyar. First, in Iyar, the be'er of Miriam
gave off water to supply the Bnei Yisroel in the
midbar for the next 40 years. The be'er, or well,
symbolizes the deep wisdom and hidden secrets of
the Torah. This explains why many of the stories of
the avos hakedoshim transpired around a be'er.
We also know that when Rav Chaim Vital was
unable to absorb the Torah of his rebbi, the Arizal,
the Arizal took him on a boat ride on the Kinneret
to the place where the be'er of Miriam is said to be
and gave him to drink from its waters. His mind
then opened up and he was able to grasp the
depths of his rebbi’s teachings.

Another event was the building of the first Bais
Hamikdosh, the source of wisdom, which
commenced during Chodesh Iyar.

Therefore, with this background in mind, let’s
begin our examination of healing and Iyar by
considering the connection to the third of the avos,
Yaakov Avinu, who embodies the sefirah of tiferes,
which comes from the word pe‘er, balance. When
the letters of pe‘er are rearranged, they spell the
word rofeh, to heal. Yaakov is associated with
healing, since Chazal say that “Yaakov Avinu lo
meis” and that he lives on through his
descendants.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ elucidates the
discussion of sickness and healing that appears in
both Parshas Vayechi and its related Tehillim,
kappitel 41, “"Lamnatzeiach mizmor leDovid.” Some
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of these ideas were first discussed in an article that
I wrote several years ago.

In Parshas Vayechi, the Torah states (48:1),
"Vayehi acharei hadevorim ha’eilah vayomer
leYosef hineh avicha choleh - And it was after
those things that it was told to Yosef, ‘Your father
is sick.””

Rav Hirsch brilliantly connects many aspects of
Lashon Hakodesh by first describing how the word
acharei introduces a crisis. Choleh, sickness, starts
with the letter ches and always expresses a
“checking of an action,” similar to the word
combination of noeh and noach. Ha’eilah comes
from the word olah, which means an independent
raising and a development. Therefore, Rav Hirsch
says, dead material sinks, while the force of life
moves living material upward.

Rav Hirsch provides an amazing insight into
healing. If this olah, moving forward power of life,
which is really the movement of raising oneself, is
hindered, it becomes choleh, a restricted
development. That is sickness, restricted motion,
expressed by the Hebrew letters.

Therefore, the word for healing, refuah, relates to
refah, loosening, which represents the unblocking
of the knots that were blocking the upward
movement. According to Rav Hirsch, this is the
essence of healing and recovery. And now, teoleh,
the development upwards of the life force, can
start again.

Perhaps my musician ears are ringing, but I always
hear the English word therapy as deriving from the
Hebrew word terafeh, you shall heal.

In his drashah on Tehillim 41, Rav Hirsch also
discusses the dal who has been brought low by
financial or illness reversals. Posuk 2 states,
“Ashrei maskil el dal - Happy is he who gives
understanding care to the dal.” Rav Hirsch says
that this means the caregiver to the sick. While
Hashem never abandons the da/, Rav Hirsch says
that “this does not mean that we may therefore
fold our hands in complacent inactivity. No, we
must hurry to the aid of the sick and the poor in
order to lessen and alleviate their pain until such
time as Hashem sends His help from Above. ...By
doing so, you shall have transfigured his sickbed.
Not only will you then have made it easier for him
to bear his pain, but, by the loving concern you
shall have shown him, you will have turned even
his sickbed into a place where he may experience
kindness and comfort.”
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Rav Hirsch, unknown to most, suffered severely
during the last half of his eighty years from
malaria, which led to fever every four weeks. His
incredible efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry - a topic
for a later time - were spent while in his greatest
physical discomfort.

Posuk 4 echoes the parsha where Yaakov is sick
and in bed when it says, “Hashem yisadenu al eres
devoy kol mishkavo hofachta vechalyo - Hashem
will let him grow strong on his bed of illness, but
you will overturn all his lying down during his
sickness.” In posuk 5, Dovid Hamelech says, “Heal
my soul, since I have sinned against you.”

Rabbi Matisyahu Glazerson wrote Torah, Light and
Healing, inspired by Dr. Gavriel Tenenbaum, a local
Monsey doctor and healer extraordinaire. In the
sefer, he explains several connections between
Yaakov and healing.

First, the injunction in the Gemara (Nedorim 39b)
that visiting the sick removes one-sixtieth of the
iliness is learned from the posuk of "Hineh avicha
choleh.” The value of hineh is 60. The value of
hamitah, the bed where Yaakov Avinu
strengthened himself, has a value of 59. There we
see the reduction by one-sixtieth.

Second, Yaakov was injured in the fight with the
sar shel Eisav and was healed, says Rashi, by the
sun.

Third, Yaakov was told by Lavan that he was
“nochasti, divined.” Nechoshes, copper, was the
source of healing in the midbar from snake bites,
and this image of snakes around a pole became
the international symbol of healing.

Fourth, the three colors associated with chesed
(white), gevurah (red) and tiferes (green) are all
indicated in an apple’s inside, outside and leaves.
Yaakov's fragrance appearing to Yitzchok was a
field of apples. In Aramaic, Rabbi Glazerson states,
the word to recover from illness is asepach, which
is keneged the word tapuach, apple.

Rabbi Glazerson also told me that we can see
mystically show Shabbos heals. The letters of the
word rofeh, when spelled out, have a combined
value of 702, the same as the value of Shabbos.

To be continued...
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The sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, each took his fire pan. (10:1)

Yalkut Shemoni (Shemini, Remez 524) adds that each one —
Nadav and Avihu — took his fire pan, mei’‘atzmo, on his own, neither
discussing it with — nor accepting advice from — his brother. The two
brothers erred in thinking that it was a mitzvah to offer on their own
without first receiving a Divine mandate. It makes sense to assume
that their error was extremely minute, as they were such righteous
individuals. They certainly did not arrive at their individual decisions
without intense cogitation. Clearly, they thought the matter through
and rendered their individual decisions. Nonetheless, the Yalkut
implies, that had they talked it over together and sought each
other’s advice, things might have been different. Why is this? They
both arrived at the same decision independently of one another.
Would a conversation between them have changed the result?

Horav A. Henoch Leibowitz, zl, derives from here that even
if both autonomously felt that this was the correct approach, had
they sought the other’s advice, they would have arrived at the truth
—which they did not by going at it alone. This is human nature; once
one expresses his opinion to another person, he is apt to review and
deliberate with greater depth and clarity, thus arriving at the truth.

Seeking and giving advice are central to effective
leadership and decision-making. People misgauge in thinking that
pursuing advice, talking it over with someone, is a weakness that
indicates passivity on the part of the guidance seeker. On the
contrary, it demonstrates that one is concerned about developing
the best possible solution and that he is open to feedback from
others. He understands that others might have a new or different
take on the matter, which can add nuance and texture to his line of
thinking.

One must overcome hurdles, of which first and foremost is
an ingrained tendency to prefer one’s own opinion — irrespective of
its merit. To seek advice requires greatness, restraint, dignity and
strong self-esteem, which are commodities not easily acquired. One
who seeks advice must overcome his self-imposed notion that he
already has all the answers. Over-confidence leads to solo decision-
making which can be misguided by one’s delusionary thinking. Some
who ask for help have already made up their minds, but only seek
validation and encouragement — not advice. It is difficult to advise
someone who does not sincerely want your assistance.

The Rosh Yeshivah quotes from Pirkei Avos (6:6) where
Chazal detail the forty-eight kinyanei haTorah, ways to acquire
Torah, among which is included dikduk chaverim, precision/analysis
with fellow students. We normally understand dikduk chaverim as an
opportunity to correct one’s mistakes, or to better one’s logic by
listening to what the other fellow has to say. It goes much further
than this. When one reviews his thoughts, so that his friend hears
what he has to say, he delves deeper into the logic. By plumbing its
depths, he will arrive at the truth. In other words, the mere fact that
he must present his thoughts to his fellow serves as a catalyst for
him to review and question his original reasoning until he arrives at
the truth.

Furthermore, the mind grows from social interaction.
Reason and intelligence develop and grow, the more people

interface with one another. One who spends his youth alone,
without even the stimulating effect of parents, will grow up staring
at the world through a fog of dull indifference. When one spends
time with others, he has access to precise knowledge concerning
everything that he learns. Otherwise, he is not in the loop. Others
will not listen to an individual whose mind is not stimulated, because
he very likely has nothing much to offer.

In his commentary to Pirkei Avos, Maharal adds that when
a person learns by himself, his mind remains imbedded within his
body. Only when he teams with another person does his mind
extend beyond himself, to the point that it enables him to have a
purer connection to the Torah.

Last, when one presents his thoughts to another person,
he learns to deal with opposition. When Reuven prepares his thesis
to be read by Shimon, he will make sure to address whatever
question Shimon may have — thus solidifying and strengthening his
presentation. This is especially true if the presenter has a different
perspective than his audience. Life is not a bed of roses, and we
often have to deal with people and situations which test our
patience and acumen. Life is filled with contradictions and
incongruities. When we feel that our opinion is founded and rooted
in analytic bedrock, however, the product of precise analysis and
cogency that has been reviewed from all angles, we feel confident
and sure. When we pre-empt every question that might be posed to
us, we cover every negative ramification that might result from our
decision. There is no question that Nadav and Avihu were the most
distinguished and holy upcoming leaders of Klal Yisrael. Their
thoughts regarding the offering they brought had merit in their eyes,
only because they were not compelled to present their opinion for
scrutiny. Had each one individually known that his opinion would be
scrutinised, he might have thought twice before acting on his own.

TM9?2 10"
And they died before Hashem. (10:2)

When a person renders a decision, he must take into
consideration its effect on others, as well as all the ramifications,
direct and indirect, present and future, that will result from his
decision. Nadav and Avihu did not marry. Chazal (Midrash Rabbah,
Vayikra 20:10) consider them guilty of haughtiness for not marrying.
They would say, “Our father is the High Priest;” “Our father’s brother
is the king/leader of the nation;” “Our uncle is the Nasi, Prince of
the tribe of Yehudah.” “We are next in line for the hierarchy of the
Priesthood. Is there a woman that is suitable for/worthy of us?” As a
result of their decision not to marry, many women remained
agunos, unmarried, in the individual hope that she might be the
lucky girl who marries one of them. According to the Midrash, Nadav
and Avihu were held responsible for having catalysed an increase in
the number of unmarried women. This must be qualified. Why
should they be blamed for what might be considered a ludicrous act
on the part of the women?

Horav A. Henach Leibowitz, zl, derives from here that a
person will have to answer for the fallout of his actions. We do not
live in a vacuum. Our society is close and people often render
decisions which affect many lives based upon their actions. Nadav
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and Avihu made a personal decision concerning their own lives. Why
should they be faulted? Obviously, the previous sentence is wrong.
They did not have personal lives. As gedolei Yisrael, their lives
touched upon the lives of others. Their decisions affected others. As
long as someone — regardless of how wrong he is — is somehow hurt
by my decision, | am held responsible. | cannot simply say, “Who
cares what he does? | did not tell him to act so foolishly.” If my
actions impact another person, | must think twice before | act.

Interestingly, Chazal attribute other laxes in spiritual
perfection to Nadav and Avihu, infractions that, on the surface,
would suggest greater reason for punishment than catalysing a
woman’s self-imposed agunah status. Apparently, their actions
bespoke a vestige of haughtiness on their part. Also, by not
marrying, they were being mevatel, abrogating, the mitzvah of pru’
urvu, be fruitful and multiply. Those are serious reasons for censure.
Yet, they died because they were (unknowingly) the cause of women
not marrying. Apparently, we have no idea the pain a woman who is
unable to marry experiences. This is true, regardless of whether she
has yet to meet her Heavenly-designated match, or she is the
innocent victim of a recalcitrant husband who is more concerned
with assuaging his dominant ego at the expense of his wife than
with the pain he causes to her and their children. Causing a fellow
Jew to feel pain, to suffer emotional distress, is a terrible sin which
Hashem does not forgive.

This might not be the proper venue to remonstrate about
the plight of agunos. When it involves Jewish pain, however, no
concept of not being the right venue exists. Very few understand the
plight of an agunah, chained wife, who is unable to continue with
life because she is chained to a marriage that, for all intents and
purposes, no longer exists, other than in the mind of her intractable
husband and the few sick supporters he can garner. The agunah
suffers; her children, who are the ransom in her captivity, and her
family must look on, chin up, and not engage in what is not their
affair. Yet, they must look on as their child withers away before their
very eyes. The only hope that keeps them all going forward is the
knowledge that Hashem feels her/their pain and He is with
her/them every day. He has a plan, and we are all part of it. We must
be patient as Hashem allows the plan to play itself out.

Some people — very special people — have hearts that are
so huge that they can encompass our pain, people such as Horav
Chaim Shmuelevitz, zI. He understood and was sensitive to the
struggle of the agunah. It was during the Six Day War, and
Yerushalayim was being shelled. The Mir Yeshivah, and people from
all over the Bais Yisrael neighbourhood in which the yeshivah is
located, took cover in the yeshivah’s air raid shelter. Jordan kept on
shelling, while the yeshivah continued learning and davening. The
shells executed a direct hit against the yeshivah. At that moment,
the shouts of Shema Yisrael could be heard loud and clear. It was
precisely at that moment, as everyone’s anxiety level peaked, that a
woman whose husband had abandoned her years earlier, leaving her
an agunah with no livelihood and no hope, cried out to Hashem,
“Ribono Shel Olam, | forgive my husband. | forgive the indignity and
humiliation he put me through. | forgive him all the great pain to
which he subjected me all of these years. | ask that You, too, forgive
us for whatever failures we have.”

Rav Chaim, who was in that room together with his
talmidim, students, explained that it was the agunah’s plea that
superseded even the passionate tefillos, prayers and their powerful
recital of Shema Yisrael. The passionate forgiveness of a woman who
was so miserably rejected, yet she was able to be mevater, concede
and give in, when she had every reason not to, catalysed the
salvation of the Yeshivah. Hashem listened to her, and they were all
saved.
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But this is what you shall not eat... the camel (for it brings up its
cud), but its hoof is not split ... and the hyrax, for it brings up its cud,
but its hoof is not split... and the hare, for it brings up its cud, but its

hoof is not split. It is unclean to you. (11:4,5,6)

The Torah teaches us that an animal achieves kosher status
when it possesses two identifying signs/characteristics: split hooves;
and chews/brings up its cud. We are taught that three animals, the
camel, hyrax and hare, chew their cud, but, since they do not have
split hooves, they are deemed unkosher. In his Nitzotzos, Horav
Yitzchak Hershkowitz, Shlita, observes what appears to be an
anomaly in recording the three circumstances of a lack of split
hooves. In animal number one, the camel, the Torah writes, uparsah
einenah mafris, which loosely translated means, it presently does
not have split hooves. The next animal, the hyrax, is described by the
Torah, u’parsah lo yafris, which means, it will not have split hooves.
The last animal, the hare, is portrayed as, u’parshah lo hifrisah, it did
not have split hooves — in the past tense. Why does the Torah vary
its characterisation of the unkosher aspect of the animal in three
tenses? It could have just as well delineated the reason in one tense.

Rav Hershkowitz suggests a homiletic rendering of these
pesukim which implies an inspirational lesson concerning how we
should view and judge people. Chazal teach, Hevei dan es kol
ha’adam [I’kaf z’chus; “Judge every person favourably.” Give
everyone the benefit of the doubt. A common variation of this
maxim is, “Judge not a person until you have walked (a mile) in his
shoes.” We never really understand a person until we consider
things from his vantage point, from his point of view, based upon
what he has experienced in life.

What is the meaning of kol ha’adam — every person, or all
of the person? The accepted understanding of this phrase is, every
person has a past; he lives in the present, and, with Hashem’s
blessing, he will have a future. When we are about to judge
someone, do not judge him solely on his past actions or his present
demeanour. Every person (hopefully) has a future. He might change.
Circumstances in his life might be altered to the point that his future
now appears bright and hopeful. Every person has a
moment/period/stage in life in which he does not meritoriously
judge the whole person — past, present and future. As the Maharal
puts it: Only Hashem is able to judge the whole person. Only
Hashem knows every person’s good and bad deeds — and their
motivations and provocations. Many people have seriously erred in
life, made poor choices. These same people could really be good
people who sadly became victims of others due to circumstances
beyond their control, or fell in with the wrong people. Prior to
judging them and writing them off (which is sadly so common),
remember that we have a concept of kol ha’adam, all of the person.
Hashem is the only One Who can judge any person in the context of
his whole life, thus acknowledging the good and bad that comprise
his life.

We now return to the three pesukim which present the
lack of split hooves in three frames: past, present and future. The
Torah is teaching us that before we render the siman tumah, sign of
ritual impurity, we must be certain that it was impure, is impure and
(for all intents and purposes, based upon what we see now), it will
continue in its impurity, with no redeeming value. Only then does
the Torah agree to refer to this creature as tamei.

| came across an interesting idea which will alert us to
something which | think most (all) of us are guilty. A teacher
conducted an experiment with his class. He held up a white paper
plate in which he had placed a small black dot. He then asked the
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students to describe to him what they saw. The first student said he
saw a black spot. Another student asserted it was a target for
shooting practice. A third student said he simply saw a faulty or dirty
plate. The teacher looked at the class and asked: “Did not anyone
among you see a white plate?”

We have become attuned to looking at (picking out) the
black spots. Essentially, this was a large, white plate with a tiny, black
spot in the middle. We are so used to looking for the dirt, the
negative, the imperfections, that we fail to see the large picture: the
white plate. We do this to people at times, even to our own children.
We ignore their successes and achievements and, instead, focus on
the black dots. We are judgmental and critical, when we should be
seeing the good in others. | might add that, veritably, it is impossible
to ignore the black dot, but we must remember and reiterate in our
minds that it is only one tiny black dot on a large white plate, and it
is only because the plate/background is so white that we even
notice the black dot.

D0 TR OM'M ONWTRNM OR?R "TIR "D
For | am Hashem your G-d, you are to sanctify yourselves and you
shall become holy. (11:44)

Ibn Ezra adds to the pasuk: “You shall sanctify yourselves
because | am Hashem your G-d. | gave you mitzvos and statutes to
guard (and observe), so that you will maintain your holiness.” In
other words, the mitzvos which we observe protect us. The greater
our affiliation with and observance of mitzvos, the greater is our
protection from failure and falling into the abyss of sin and spiritual
contamination. One night, quite late, Horav Akiva Eiger, zI, Rav of
Posen and the preeminent Torah giant of his generation, heard
knocking at his door. As Rav of the city, the people knew that he was
the 24/7 address for every Jew in need. The fact that it was late at
night, when most Jews had retired for the night, did not matter. The
Rav was surely awake. He was always learning. The Gaon went to his
door to find two women standing there: a mother and her daughter.
They stood by the door weeping bitterly.

“What is wrong?” the Gaon asked them. “Our father
(elderly woman’s husband) leased an inn from a gentile landowner.
This past winter was outrageously cold and snowy. As a result,
people did not go out. Without customers, we have no income;
without income, we have no rent money. The problem is: the poritz,
landowner, accepts no excuses. He demands payment. My father
was thrown into the dungeon and given an ultimatum: two days to
pay — or else. One day has passed.” They then proceeded to
continue their incessant weeping.

The Gaon’s reply was, “Wait here until | return.” He called
his son, and they both left the house in search of funds to help this
poor Jew. Rav Akiva Eiger covered half the city, trudging through the
frigid snow, braving the biting cold wind, all for the sake of a Jew
whom he did not even know. He “chanced” upon a bar (The word is
in quotes because, as frum Jews, we know that nothing happens by
chance. Indeed, the word should not be in our lexicon.). The
establishment was packed with men imbibing to their heart’s
content. Understandably, the patrons of this bar were not the
average shul-going, Shabbos observant members of the Jewish
community. The Gaon was confronted with a quandary: Should he
enter the establishment and plead with them, attempting to appeal
to their Yiddishe neshamos, souls, the pintele Yid that we each
possess? He decided that, since a Jew’s life was in danger, he would
take his chances.

Rav Akiva Eiger walked into the bar and placed himself in
middle of the room. “Rabbosai, | need your help. One of our own is
wallowing in a dungeon and, unless | raise the funds to redeem him,
he will be tortured, and perhaps worse. Please help. Whoever saves
one Jew it is considered as if he sustained the entire world!” Their
wallets opened up and, within a few moments, these far from

religiously observant Jews produced sufficient funds to save their
brother.

The Gaon took their money and turned back and began
admonishing them concerning their lack of observance. The men
were shocked. Their leader spoke up, “First, the Rav empties our
wallets, and then he has the temerity to give us words of mussar,
admonishment?”

The Gaon replied, “It is my responsibility as Rav to see to it
that every member of our community (Posen) follows along in the
correct and righteous path. You have no idea how much | value and
appreciate each and every one of you. | have enormous pain in my
heart resulting from your spiritual infamy. You have distanced
yourselves from Hashem, and this troubles me.” With these words,
Rav Akiva Eiger burst into bitter, uncontrolled weeping. A few
minutes passed, and he added, “When | entered the bar | saw you in
your degradation, | was prepared then and there to admonish you
for your less than acceptable behaviour. Then | recalled the words of
Chazal, ‘Just as it is a mitzvah to say what will be heard (and
accepted), it is likewise a mitzvah not to say what will not be heard
(Yevamos 65b).” In other words, it is better not to speak/admonish
when the subject will, at best, ignore you. We gain nothing by giving
mussar to someone whom we know will not listen. Indeed, it might
enrage him and distance him even further. Now that you all have
merited to save a Jewish life, however, | am certain that the light of
the mitzvah has illuminated and warmed your hearts to the point
that it is incumbent upon me to arouse you to return and embrace
your religious roots.” The words of the Gaon had an impact, and a
number of those in attendance altered their spiritual trajectory and
became observant Jews. This goes to show that, more than what we
do for the mitzvah, the mitzvah does for us.

Va’ani Tefillah

M9 11X TN 121D
All of us together/all of us as one with the light of Your face.

Horav Avigdor Miller, zl, explains that we can have no
blessing other than the light of His face, because that is the source
of all blessing, both physical and spiritual. He adds that here again
the principle of middah k’neged middah, measure for measure,
comes into play. As much as man shows the light of his face to
others, will he be commensurately eligible for the light of Hashem’s
countenance. To further explain this, | relate a question that the
students of the Alter, zI, m’Slabodka posed to their revered Rebbe.
Horav Yisrael Salanter, zl, was wont to say that an ethical
lesson/imperative may be gleaned from everything we learn,
regardless whether it is mussar, discourse in ethical character
refinement, or it is halachah, Jewish law.

The students were studying the chapters in the Talmud
Shabbos dealing with the four reshuyos, domains, with regard to
carrying on Shabbos from one domain to another. They asked what
mussar lesson can be derived from the domains. The Alter replied
that each person has a reshus ha’yachid, private domain, and reshus
ha’rabim, public domain. His public domain is his face and the
countenance that he projects to others. He must always present a
happy, positive, modest face to others, while his private domain,
personal customs and traditions, remain private — neither imposing
them on or judging others by their agreement with his manner of
observance. How we act towards others is the barometer Hashem
will use in the manner in which He deals with us.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info |
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“And it came to pass on the
eighth day that Moshe called Aharon and his
sons and the elders of Yisroel.” The Torah says
that “It was the eighth day”, as if to tell us that
something monumental occurred on that day.

Rashi says that it was the day Aharon and his
sons began to do the Avodah in the Mishkan.
The first seven days were practice, and each
day the Mishkan was erected and then
On this day, the eighth day,
which was the first day, it would no longer be

dismantled.

practice, and the Mishkan would not be
dismantled. Rashi says that the Zekeinim
were called in with Aharon and his sons so
that no one would say that Aharon and his
sons chose for themselves the Kehunah, but
rather it was ordained from Above. Why were
the children of Aharon called in now if only
Aharon was going to do the Avodah?

9:5 “ 7NN 19 X NWUN NIX WYX DX N
T 197 My nTvn 72 g, vm” — “They took
what Moshe had commanded to the front of the
Ohel Moed, and the
approached and stood before Hashem.” The
following Posuk says, “ WX 1270 NT nwn N
T 7120 DR XL IWYN T i’ - “And Moshe said:
This is the thing that Hashem has commanded
you to do so that the glory of Hashem will

entire assembly

appear to you.” The Posuk says that this is the
thing that Hashem commanded, yet doesn’t
If this Posuk is
referring to the commands regarding the

tell us of any command.

Korbonos, this was stated in the previous
Posuk when it says that Klal Yisroel fulfilled
the commands of Hashem that they had heard
through Moshe. What command is the Posuk
referring to? The Ropshitza Rebbe said that
there are times that a person can have a great
and Hishtokokos
(desire) for a Mitzvah, however, when it comes

Hisororos (awakening)
to the actual performance of the Mitzvah his
desire and Bren for the Mitzvah is weakened,
and when the actual performance of the
Mitzvah occurs, it is not done with much
desire, if at all. Why is this? The Hisororos for
a person to do a Mitzvah is generated from the
Neshama, however the actual Mitzvah is
performed with the Guf, which inherently does
not have a desire to perform Mitzvos. How is
one to counteract this weakening of the desire
for Mitzvos which comes about from the Guf?
My father Zatzal (Reb Yisochor Dov Mibelz)
said that one must be diligent to begin the
performance of all Mitzvos with Machshavah,
with thought. Machshavah is in the spiritual
limbs of the Guf, and there is no fighting it
from the Guf. More accurately, right before

one begins the Mitzvah, he should have deep

For guection

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

Spiritual Limbs

concentration regarding the Mitzvah he is

about to perform. We know that na1v nawnn
nwyn? no1vx¥n n"apn — that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu takes the good Machshovos of a person
regarding the performance of Mitzvos and
attaches it to an actual performance of
Mitzvos. Once one begins the Mitzvah,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu connects it with the
action that the person will do, and thus once
the action begins with Machshavah, the Guf
will not fight it as much. The person will have
an easier time keeping that intensity and
desire in the performance of the Mitzvah.
Here the Torah commands us regarding
Korbonos, and the main purpose of Korbonos
is for one to do Teshuva. This is what Targum
Yonason tells us regarding the Korbonos,
“T 0T 07w 272 NP1’ — that one should have a
complete heart prior to the bringing of the
Korbonos, and then the Torah says, “ 22710 Nt
wyn "7 nix WK’ — which Targum Yonason says
on these words, “|p27 N Xxw XX' N AWK —
that being that one began to do Teshuva in his
heart prior to bringing the Korbon, through
that Machshavah he is able to remove the
Yetzer Hara from his heart and bring the
Korbon with the same intensity and joy that
he had prior to bringing it. The command that
is not stated explicitly here is that one should
have Kavanah in his bringing of the Korbonos,
and that will cause the glory of Hashem to
appear, and thus allow him to rid himself of
the Yetzer Hara. (xt7van x:0nn)

Rashi explains that the Zekeinim
were called in so that all would know that
Aharon did not go in to perform the Avodah on
his own, nor was he chosen by his brother
Moshe, rather he was chosen by Hakodosh
Boruch Hu to do it.
why Aharon’s sons needed to be there, if it was

Rashi does not explain

Aharon who was going to perform the Avodah.
It says in Vayikra Rabbah 12:2 that Moshe
Rabbeinu knew that the Mishkan was going to
be Niskadesh through the death of the
Moshe Rabbeinu thought that it
would either be him or Aharon who would die

righteous.

on that day. The same way Moshe did not
know if it would be him or Aharon who would
die, he also did not know if it would occur prior
to the Avodah or after. He therefore called in
Aharon, his sons and the Zekeinim to cover all
bases. Had Moshe died, perhaps it would be
said that Aharon went in on his own without
being commanded to do so, thus the Zekeinim
were there when Moshe commanded Aharon
to do so, and they would corroborate that in
fact Aharon only went in because he was
commanded. This is Meduyak in the words of
Rashi as he says that the concern was that

Aharon went in without being commanded —
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the reason for that would have been because
Moshe Rabbeinu died. Aharon’s sons also
needed to be called, for had Aharon been the
one to die, then his sons would have had to do
the Avodah in his place. They needed to be
there when Moshe Rabbeinu gave the
instructions so that if they were the ones who
ended up doing the Avodah, they would know
what to do. Perhaps both Moshe and Aharon
were going to die, and thus the children of
Aharon and the Zekeinim needed to be there,
so that the children of Aharon would know
what to do, and the Zekeinim would know that
Aharon’s sons were chosen by Hashem
through Moshe Rabbeinu, and not that they
went on their own. “amwn ni 'nv” —“nn” is a
Loshon of Tzarah — being that this eighth day
was going to be a day of Tzarah, as Moshe
knew that righteous would die, he called in
Aharon, his sons, and the Zekeinim, so that all
bases were covered. If not for the expected
Tzarah, it would have been enough to just call
(In the end it was Nadav and
Avihu who died and thus it was not necessary
for Moshe to have called all of them in, but he
did not know that, so he needed to act in a way

in Aharon.

to cover all possibilities). (Mmn nnon)

The purpose of the creation of this
world was so that the Shechina could rest
down here, as It does Above. The building of
the Mishkan was to provide for a place for the
Shechina to rest. The sons of Aharon were
called in to ensure that there would be a
continuity, being that Moshe Rabbeinu did not
know who would die — it may have been him,
Aharon, or perhaps both of them, and then the
sons of Aharon would have needed to take
over. This was all about a process of the
Machshavah — thought.

Hashem, and really in every facet of our lives,

In our Avodas

we are to use Machshavah. Moshe Rabbeinu
thought through the entire process and all the
eventual outcomes, and then acted in a way to
cover all his bases. He was using his mind,
and not just acting without thinking. When we
are ready to perform Mitzvos, the Guf and the
Yetzer Hara try to thwart our efforts as best
as possible, that even if we will actually
perform the Mitzvos, that we should do them
with minimal or no thought and no joy. We
must seek to counteract them. We must work
on our Machshavah before the performance of
Mitzvos, so that when we perform Mitzvos we
do so with great Kavanah and joy. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu wants to help us, but we must do
our part. May we be Zoche to utilize the
wonderful gift of Machshavah that we were
given in order to properly serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu.
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Now You Kyow!
When Nadav and Avihu died after
offering an unsolicited korban, Moshe
called their cousins, Mishael and
Eltzafan, to carry out their bodies and
take them for burial.
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According to some, it was they who
came to Moshe about being impure at
the time of the Korban Pesach and
because of whom we were given Pesach
Sheini, the “make-up” korban in lyar.

If you do the math, something is awry.
Nadav and Avihu died on Rosh Chodesh
Nisan, the day of the inauguration of the
Mishkan under Aharon and his sons.
The mitzvah of Pesach was not to be
done for two weeks.

Since one who becomes contaminated
by a corpse becomes pure after a
seven-day procedure, they should have
been purified by that time!

The Ben Yehoyada writes that when
Aharon went up to Hor Hahar in order
to die, as Hashem instructed, besides
for seeing his son Elazar taking over his
role as Kohain and finding comfort in
that, Aharon found something else.

In the spot where he would be lain to
rest, Aharon found that Nadav and
Avihu had been buried at Moshe’s
behest. Thus, Aharon would find comfort
in being buried in a “family plot.”

Since this mountain was some distance
from the camp of the lews at that time,
it now makes sense that Mishael and
Eltzafan did not have a full week to
purify themselves upon their return.

Thought of the week:
The human race is a relay.
When you push others on to
victory, everybody wins.

RAMAPOSE
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“Moshe and Aharon came to the Ohel Moed; they came out and blessed the
people, and the glory of G-d appeared to the entire nation.” vayikra 9:23)

The blessing they gave the Jews was that Hashem’s countenance should rest on the work
of their hands, meaning that Hashem should imbue all their efforts with holiness. Rashi,
here, gives us a bit of a backstory.

For the previous seven days, Moshe Rabbeinu had put together and taken apart the
Mishkan each day. He had done the required Avoda service each day, and yet, the
Shechina, Hashem’s holy countenance, did not rest on the Mishkan. The Jews feared that
despite all their toil for the Mishkan, they were not forgiven for the sin of the Golden Calf.
Moshe responded that his brother Aharon was worthier than he and through his service,
Hashem would rest His countenance on the Mishkan.

If the point was to show the Jews they had been forgiven, why not bring the Shechina down
right away? If it would only come down for Aharon, why have Moshe serve for the first
week? While there are many possible answers, we’d like to suggest one which offers us a
unique perspective and message.

The Jews were concerned that the sin of the Golden Calf would prove unforgivable. Who
played a key part in that sin? Aharon. Had the Shechina come down right away, the Jews
might have thought it was only in Moshe’s merit and still suspected Aharon of being tainted.
Had Aharon done the avoda from the beginning and the Shechina came down, they would
have assumed it to be a given, despite Aharon’s faults. Because Moshe served without the
Shechina coming down but it came for Aharon, they recognized that Aharon was, in fact,
completely absolved of the sin of the Golden Calf and he could lead them to complete
forgiveness as well.

Carrying this idea further, that it was crucial for Aharon to be seen in the best light possible,
it may be that the deaths of Nadav and Avihu had something to do with this as well.
Though Chazal offer many explanations, the fact that their “offering” might somehow take
the spotlight off of Aharon and thus reduce his honor, may have contributed to the
egregiousness of their act.

We see from here how important it is to give someone their due, and enable them to feel
good about what they achieve. We don’t need to insert ourselves in the equation and
detract from their glory. It is with this approach that we can answer a question that was
asked just this past Pesach at a Seder in Australia.

At the Seder, the Rasha, the wicked son, asks, “What is this work to YOU” and removes
himself. Yet, we find that Moshe Rabbeinu (Devarim 4:34) asks, “Has any god taken his people
out like YOUR G-d did for YOU?” Hasn’'t Moshe excluded himself too?

The difference is that in this case, Moshe was praising the Jews. He was telling them, “You
don’t need me in order to come close to Hashem. The leader is only great because of the
nation.” He was reinforcing the lesson that when someone is successful, we can be proud
of them and not need to find some role in that success. That is the way of the Torah.

Besides for being an insightful rabbi and Talmid Chacham, R' Abba Zalka Gewirtz z’l was a
master fundraiser, raising tens of millions of dollars for supporting Torah study in America.
When asked how he did it, he explained that his formula was simple.

He would essentially tell people, “Torah is great. And YOU are great. Now let’s find a way
to bring those two great things together!”
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
O ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

]

penden eﬁhﬁ;hop several compaies to find.
you the't e and the right price.

Allise Menglgsurance Serviges |

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

.

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

We Specialize in

: cnmarcial.lnbs
Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

FIRST/H/CLASS

LEASING

' .

ONg

1“"4*'4 www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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4
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

\

H\N

«Bactea 845-SAFE-H20

+ Metals PICKUPS AVAILABLE IN MONSEY I I _— l IE I I =" ' H
.;ﬁaﬁl& Organic Compounds WIGPANELAPE 12080 ANT) SURRDUNDING AREAS e — o " - =
+Petacides / Herbacides SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

i www.sullivancountylabs.com

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com



info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>




