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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

will become of them only to be woefully disappointed. How

often is the most likely in the class to succeed accurate? How
often is the one you thought least likely to amount to anything the
source of amazing achievement? Learning about v1> , we see that he is
the answer to both of these questions.

W e have all met or know people that we thought great things

Lot lives his life in the Daled Amos of Avraham Avinu, reveling in that
aura of mmw. However, as Chazal point out, he fell into the common
trap of money becoming the deciding and final factor for life's decisions
- wmn R o>, He and his shepherds can't live up to Avraham's
standards. His decision about relocating is tainted by the lure of money
despite the quality of the people he will surround himself with. He gave
it all up, Avraham and Hashem (Rashi 13:11) and all the lessons of ~x
o1wa where his father 170 gave up his life. Disappointing.

This however can explain a question that ownan take note of. When
the oox5n came to Avraham in the guise of Arabs, he immediately told
them to wash their feet because they worship on®» pax - the sand on
their feet, to avoid bringing that mr nmay into his home. (Rashi 18:4).
However, when they came to Lot in o110 he initially instructed them to
rest and only then to wash their feet (see Rashi 19:2 both oown). Why
would Lot, raised by Avraham the antagonist to all forms of mr nmay in
the world, not care about bringing idolatry into his house?

Let us pause for a moment - mana> mn 15 - What kind of nnr nmay is
it to worship the sand on your own feet? No idol, no rock throwing or
even worse, what is there to worship?

Rav Tzadok HaKohen (Vayeira 10) points to a Pasuk in (1:16) pipan
1IXM2 1HIXM PON Y Anna '3 Mnnb opn mnd nar 13 5y, complaining
about Nevadnezers success, Chavakuk says; he offers sacrifices to
his fishing net and burns incense to his trawl (larger fishing net) for
through them his portion is fat and his food is plentiful (see Radak
there). Rav Tzadok explains that the m1 nmay entailed worshiping the
tools of your livelihood, your method of moxn, without ascribing it
to any deity. Therefore, the Arabs who were peddlers, walking from
town to town selling their wares, worshiped the sand on their feet that
allowed them to earn a living. We might suggest that Lot certainly
would have never allowed any other idolatry into his home, but the
mr mmay that worshiped whatever it was that helped you make money,
even at the expense of denying G-d was not that terrible to Lot-he
himself had bowed at that very altar. That 1vo1 we can all relate to, by
some of us more profoundly and by some of us more muted, because
money clouds even 20-20 vision. It can be in a business deal or the sad
preface to a Shabbos conversation about business-Nisht Oif Shabbos
G'redt. We can all fill in our own blanks. Not an easy 1ro1 at all, trading
in Hashem for financial gains.

Yet, despite our disillusionment with Lot, he becomes the dubious
origin for Malchus Bais Dovid and thereby Melech Hamoshiach. We
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all know the story of how Lot's daughters thought that the world had
been destroyed and it was their responsibility to populate the world.
With noble intentions, they were intimate with their father and brought
Moav and Amon into the world. These two nations became the mothers
of Malchus Bais Dovid via Rus and Naamabh. Is this the result we would
expect from an act of incest? (I think even in our sick world this is
still a perversion deemed scandalous, although I have not yet checked
the headlines of The N.Y. Times today) Mefarshim abound trying to
explain this while voyaging through oceans of mmn »no almost all of
whom are above me. The little that I think I do understand, deserves
many articles of its own. But here is a sampler, I hope I understand it
well enough to make it semi-clear.

Rav Tzadok (an nnamn ymp') traces another step of Lot's downfall. The
Pasuk (19:1) says; oTo qwwa aw» v, Lot was sitting at the gate of oo -
meaning that Lot had one foot in oo and the other one outside-literally
on the fence. Lot had almost become a full fledged "Sodomnik" when
the Malachim saved him - -at the last moment. Says Rav Tzadok, this
parallels Yetzias Mitzrayim as Hashem took us out right before sinking
into irreversible nxmv. However, being that Lot was half in oo, he lost
half of his nnawn, his married daughters and nearly his wife.

Rav Tzadok continues his approach in his Sefer xp) privn npTy')
explaining that the job of mwn is 55 1p x> -to extract greatness
from the lowliest place, the noble from the inferior. He brings the
opinion in the Gemara in Sanhedrin (98a) that 1712 will only come to
a 27n 1w 171 (Too deep for me but it means he will raise us up to the
Majesty of Hashem from a very distant place) to understand the Gemara
in Sukkah (52a) that Hashem will "Shecht"(slaughter) the Yetzer Hara,
it must mean the eradication of all the EVIL from the world and turn
the world into one big 1own to serve Hashem. Rav Tzadok explains, to
take ALL THE EVIL and elevate it to that lofty place, it must come from
the worst place, the most deprived and immoral, in order to embrace
even the epitome of all evil in the n»awn »213. For the world to be 1mabn
mbwn 523, even the worst wickedness, even an acknowledged indecency
must be used to create a world cleansed of contamination.

This is why the daughters of Lot and Lot who are "yan 70 n> wmw" had
to be the source of 11712 mwn. Extraordinary insights that we are still too
near-sighted to understand fully. It does teach us to become somewhat
far-sighted and imagine a world -1v 113 -no more "Sodomniks", people
helping each other, society not trying to impose their debauchery on
normal decent people, no more wars and to Daven and to know as we
await that great day-x"11 x1rw ov 522

May we all be Zocheh.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yiss

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the
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Please do not pass — 1ayn X1 71X

HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Yeshaya ben R’ Moshe of Kerestier ztvk”l
was famous for his involvement in hachnasas orchim — hospitality to
guests — and he devoted a lot of time to this. Once, during the break
before shofar blowing, his Chassidim saw him preparing food for the
tzibbur [congregation] for after the seudah. The Chassidim asked
him, “Our Rebbe, why are you doing this now? All the Tzaddikim are
preparing themselves for shofar blowing.” Rebbe Yeshaya answered
them: “The Rebbes are involved in the procedural [berazin dirazin]
but | am involved in lesova v’lo lerazon — for plenty and not for
scarcity.” It is similarly told about HaRav HaKadosh of Leluv ztvk”l
who when he came to Kever Rochel he would set up a seudah and
he explained that a mother loves to see her children eating...
Everyone discusses the trait of hachnasas orchim of Avraham Avinu,
the famous story that opens our parsha with Avraham Avinu sitting
at the doorway of his tent in the heat of the day while he was very
ill. This was the third day following his milah, and how ultimately, he
was able to receive the guests/Arabs/angels with vigor.
But there is also another aspect to his devotion that very few
discuss, it was then that HaKadosh Baruch Hu came to visit Avraham
Avinu while he was ill. When he saw the guests, he asked of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu (18:3) T2y 7yn 11ayn X1 9X' — ‘Please do not
pass from before Your servant’. That is: Excuse me, please wait while
| receive the guests. This is truly astounding, as at this moment in
time Avraham Avinu had reached a very high level in clinging to the
Creator, how could he forego this level to receive guests who
appeared to be Arabs?
Rather, Avraham Avinu was teaching us a great principle in the
service of Hashem. Sometimes we think that it is only possible to
attain attachment to the Creator by spending long hours learning or
in Tefillah. But the truth is that it is possible to be attached to the
Creator with any mitzvah, even a mundane mitzvah like doing
chesed [kindness] and hospitality to guests. To do chesed one does
not have to establish a chesed organization, it is possible to begin
doing chesed with one’s family, and to remember that this is a
mitzvah exactly like putting on Tefillin (of course this does not
exempt one from learning Torah or davening). We just must
remember and ask of the Creator ‘please do not pass from before
Your servant’, help me fulfill this mitzvah for the sake of Heaven and
| will be attached to You with it.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeira
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‘Who causes salvation to flourish’ - 'niyiw' n'nxn’
Our company manufacturers alternative medications under
the auspices of several offices.

About a week ago, the computer could not print the labels
and we had to print the labels manually, entering the
medication details, the ingredients, how to take it, and
then to affix it to the medication bottles.

We send the medication via courier to its designated
destination.

That week a call came into the office from an unidentified
source and an unexpected address.

On the phone was an Arab who did not understand what
was sent to him in his village and what was in the package.
| asked him to read the labels on the vials that he received,
but it turned out there were no labels or markings on the
vials. Apparently, there was an error in shipping and the
medicine was sent to the wrong address and even more
disturbing was the negligence on the part of the employee
who sent unlabeled medication which was against the law
and could endanger the whole company.

At the same time | received a phone call from a patient
who had not received her order, and it turned out that the
shipment that went to the Arab village was meant for her,
but it was a mystery how it ended up where it did.

| explained to her that a mistake was made in the shipping
address and we were preparing and shipping her a
replacement order immediately.

It was at this point that | realized the great hashgacha from
Above, the patient works in one of the reliable offices that
audit our company, and had the unlabeled medicine came
to their destination, we would have been in a lot of
trouble. Hashem had bestowed much mercy and
compassion on us and sent the order to another location to
save us from a harsh inspection. Who knows what would
have happened then?
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(n:xn N'yw') MpIX oNax vt
‘The offspring of Avraham who loved me’
(Yeshava 41:8)
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For | have cherished him, because he commands his children and his
household after him that they keep the way of Hashem, doing charity
and justice (18:19)
Rashi explains: For one who cherishes a person draws him close to him
and knows him and becomes familiar with him. And why have | cherished
him? Because he commands his sons about Me to keep My ways.
The service of Hashem through agility

Avraham Avinu, the Father of the Nation, merited and HaKadosh
Baruch Hu testified about it, that He knew that not only would he
keep the mitzvos but he would also train his sons and the
generations that followed to keep the way of Hashem to do
charity and justice. The question arises, everyone has free will and
freedom of choice to do what is good and right in the eyes of
Hashem or chas v’shalom the opposite. If this is so, then how can
the Torah testify about Avraham Avinu before his son Yitzchak
even came into the world? True, he will command his son and all
the generations after him to keep the way of Hashem, albeit that
Hashem knew what the generations are destined to do, but the
Torah is eternal, and this is to teach us a moral lesson.
To resolve this, even before the angels informed him about the
birth of Yitzchak, the Creator already knew ‘that Avraham
commanded his household to keep the way of Hashem’, because
Avraham recognized the signs of the love of Hashem. Aside from
the devotion that was displayed for him at Ur Kasdim, and he was
the first to publicize His G-dliness in this world, and he separated
himself and put himself opposite the rest of civilization as it states
(14:13) "avn bnax' — ‘Avraham the Ivri’, that is, the entire
world was on one side and he was on the other. He had an
additional attribute, he did every command of Hashem with
agility, joy, and craving, this demonstrated his love of Hashem, his
sole purpose was to hear and fulfill the word of Hashem.
Now, let us examine the many examples of agility that we see in
the Torah. In the beginning of the parsha, when the guests came
to Avraham, despite there being many reasons for him not to get
up and attend to them by feeding them and giving them drink,
since he was being visited by Hashem on the third day of his
healing after milah, and someone who is ill is exempt by the Torah.
Still, he did not tarry, rather, he quickly got up from his seat before
the Shechina and he rushed to receive his guests as it states (18:2)
'DNXIP7 YU K1Y = ‘he saw and he ran towards them’, then (18:6)
he rushed to Sarah and said m70 nnp 0'R0 W7w "nn' — ‘Hurry!
Three se’ah of unsifted flour, sifted’” and then he hurried to the
help (18:7) 'DNMaX Y1 jpan 9XI' — ‘then Avraham ran to the
cattle’.
And so we find many times regarding his getting up early and
hurrying to do mitzvos. When told about the Akeidah, he said
(22:1) "1n' — ‘Here | am’ and immediately after (22:3) Dow"'
'"mnN NX wian' 122 DNNaR — Avraham arose early in the
morning and he saddled his donkey’. Also when Sarah told him to
send away the son of the maid — Yishmael, when she did not want
him inheriting with Yitzchak, HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him (21:12)
'N7172 ynw MY 7R RN WK D' - ‘Whatever Sarah tells you,
heed her voice’ then immediately, (21:14) Nn{7*1 7722 DNN2AX DOV
‘nN7wn TN NN NNdw %V DY Nan 98 N om nani onY? -
‘Avraham arose early in the morning, took bread and a skin of
water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them on her shoulder
and the boy and sent her off’. Furthermore, when instructed about
bris milah (17:26) 'n2 '78yNY'l DNNAX 7M1 ATH DI'N DxYd' — ‘On
that very day Avraham was circumcised and Yishmael his son.
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He did not heed those who mocked him because he did everything
out of the great love for Hashem and he rushed to do everything.
When a person does mitzvos with agility and joy he demonstrates his
love for the one who commanded him, that is why he does it right
away. He waits with anticipation to fulfill the next commandment.
When the time comes to fulfill a mitzvah, he does with a burning
desire. This is not so with someone who just does something to fulfill
his obligation. He does it with heaviness and laziness. He shows what
a burden it is for him, and it would have been better had he not been
commanded, therefore he does it almost as a rebellion.
Avraham Avinu always rushed to do the will of his Maker until he
merited being called by the Creator "anIx DnnaX' — ‘Avraham who
loved Me’ (Yeshaya 41:8). The Creator testifies about him ‘for | have
cherished him’ because he demonstrated his love for Hashem to
fulfill His commandments immediately with agility. Surely, ‘he
commands his children after him’ to be like him and he instills this
service in their hearts ‘that they keep the way of Hashem, because if
someone loves something, he instills this love in his relatives and
those around him, and he wants them to fulfill it as well.
This is hinted at in the zemer ‘Kol Mekadesh’, ‘Seekers of Hashem,
seed of Avraham His beloved’, that is, where do those who seek
Hashem derive their strength? Because they are the seed of Avraham
His beloved. They love the Omnipresent just as Avraham did.

The deeds of the fathers are a sign for the children
Tanna Dvei Eliyahu states (Chapter 25) ‘A person is obligated to say,
“When will my deeds reach those of my father?” Thus, it is imposed
on us, we are all children of Avraham, to cling to this good trait and
do all the mitzvos with agility and joy, for one is dependent on the
other. Immediately upon arising in the morning be strong like a lion
to be one of the first ten in shul as brought down in the Gemara
(Berachos 57b: ‘R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: One should always get up
early for shul so as to be counted among the first ten, then even if
100 come after him, he is rewarded corresponding to all of them’.
One thing leads to another and even his Tefillah is then more
efficient because he shows his love and craving for mitzvos and to
serve the Creator and he brings satisfaction to his Maker.
However, if he comes late to davening and he is not properly
preparing himself to stand before the exalted King, he demonstrates
that what he is doing is a burden to him and he is not getting the full
benefit of coming to shul.
Even Mincha and Maariv has an aspect of ‘davening at dawn’ as the
Tzaddik R’ Zundel Kroizer would say, that everyone should see to
daven at the first chance that he can, then it will be considered as if it
is at dawn as Rashi explains (Berachos 9b) ‘vasikin — humble people
that love mitzvos’. The agile come early to mitzvos [zarizim
makdimim I’mitzvos]. He is not lazy and delays davening, rather, he
davens early to show his love for HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
It is clear that one who is an ‘ohev Hashem’ [lover of Hashem] is
meticulous with his Tefillah at least as much as he is with his esrog
and other mitzvos performed ‘lemehadrin’, he comes to shul first and
leaves last, he is attentive to hear Kaddish, Barchu, Kedusha,
Chazaras HaShatz [Repetition of Shemona Esrei], and this is how he
sanctifies and honors the Name of Hashem.
HaKadosh Baruch Hu should allow us to merit to go in the way of
Avraham Avinu and we should reach the deeds of our fathers and
demonstrate with our actions that we are his sons and his beloved
who fulfill mitzvos properly.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayeira 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Amazing Insight from the Ra”n

HKB”H Did Not Command Avraham “Take your son”
but rather Requested that He Do So if It Pleased Him

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayeira, it behooves us to
explore the monumental ordeal of Akeidas Yitzchak. It was, of
course, the tenth and final ordeal Avraham Avinu was subjected
to by HKB”H. As the Mishnah teaches us (Avos 5, 3): mawy”
"EY19a ThyT 21w 1YY 1738 B1MaR fean: nure—Avraham Avinu,
a”h, was subjected to ten tests and he passed them all.
According to Rashi and the Rambam, Akeidas Yitzchak—the
binding of his beloved son Yitzchak—was the tenth test. Their
source is the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (31): anx »m1o1 »wyst 11vo0n”
7931 BMAR AR o opbRe art ooaaen This ordeal is described in
the passage beginning with the passuk (Bereishis 22, 1).

This is also consistent with the following passage in the
Midrash (B.R. 56, 11) related to the passuk (ibid. 15): xap»”
1195 .97 PI2WY IR 1A NPAW Y3 AR DMWY 1A N DTNAR YR T IRYR
TP ONIN 702 AR PRY Y Pawen 1Y AnK 2wy 11982 193K BiTaN oAy
sanyn The malach of Hashem called to Avraham a second
time from heaven. And he said, “By Myself I swear!” What
was the purpose of this oath? ... After being subjected to
the tenth test, he (Avraham) said to Him (HKB”H), “Swear
to me that You will not test me anymore from now on.”
Once again, this corroborates the assertion that the ordeal of
the Akeidah represents the tenth test. It was so difficult for
Avraham that he beseeched HKB”H to swear to him that he
would not be subjected to any more tests. HKB”H acquiesced
with the malach’s declaration: “By Myself I swear!”

The Term "x1” Implies a Request

So, let us examine the original, heavenly command
instructing Avraham to bind Yitzchak (ibid. 1):

AR BTNAK PUN AN DITNAN AR 101 RPN TR DY 0N
191 YAIR N 95 951 PR NR NAAR GWNR 71 AR T3 08 K2 7 9AN0 a5
UER RIN WK 0900 TR DY Y ow by

And it happened after these words that G-d tested
Avraham, and He said to him, “Avraham,” and he said, “Here
I am.” And He said, “Please take your son, your only one,
whom you love—Yitzchak—and go to the land of Moriah,
and bring him up there as an offering upon one of the
mountains, which I shall tell you.”

Regarding this passage, we found the following in the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 89b):

D71 WA TonY Swn ,awpa 1w RUN K1 PR GNIR 93 (PR 037 9N
nanYn DY Ty 0oy IR TN 1120 19 1, naan narbn vy rtayw
D3 PR ANRTWRT 19K KW 1T anbna oY Ty Jhan wpas s R, apm
PwaY 19193 NTAPT NPT R5a R0 ,8n7aRY AnaN 17apn arR wnn
JRITWRAS Whan PR 18R KW T 1103 05 Ty

Rabbi Shimon bar Abba said: The term ”x2" is employed
exclusively for requests. It is analogous to a human king
who had to wage many wars; he had one heroic warrior who
won them all. Eventually, he faced a difficult battle. He said
to him, “I beg of you, represent me in this battle, so that they
will not say that the previous ones were inconsequential.”
In similar fashion, HKB”H said to Avraham, “I have subjected
you to numerous tests and you have passed them all. Now,
pass this test, so that they will not say that the previous
ones were inconsequential.”

Clearly, the request to slaughter Yitzchak, his only legitimate
son, whom he fathered at the age of one hundred years old,
was a more difficult ordeal than any of the previous ones.
Nevertheless, if Avraham Avinu had not passed this final test,
why would people have discounted the validity of the previous
nine tests, which he passed with flying colors?

Additionally, the commentaries ask an intriguing question.
For someone as great as Avraham Avinu, why was the ordeal
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of Akeidas Yitzchak considered so difficult and challenging?
After all, Jews have been willing to sacrifice their lives in every
generation for “kiddush Hashem” and have endured all sorts of
unusual deaths. In fact, Avraham had already demonstrated his
willingness to sacrifice his life for “kiddush Hashem,” when he
refused to worship avodah-zarah; as we are taught, Nimrod had
him thrown into a fiery furnace in Ur Kasdim.

While discussing the Akeidah, it is worth noting that by
withstanding this ordeal, Avraham left an indelible, positive
mark on Jews in all future generations. In the words of the
Midrash (B.R. 56, 3) regarding the passuk (ibid. 6): 1122 np»”
NN Yo nR 1337 090K\ 19T NRAPa b JnYONnT AN WRD AN
AYSRANT MNIR D192 KON DUYDIN DN T BYIa DR bRaww “He
took in his hand the fire and the knife.” Why is the knife
called a “ma’acheles”? The Rabbis teach: Everything that
Yisrael eat in Olam HaZeh, they eat solely in the merit of
that “ma’acheles.” (Translator’s note: The term “ma’acheles”
is related to the Hebrew words for food and eating.)

Then, after the Akeidah, we see that HKB”H sent a heavenly
malach to bless Avraham Avinu and all of his future descendants
(ibid. 16): K91 i1 7371 AR MOWY WK 1P 05 [ DIND TNYIWD 23 KR
D7AWR 735195 PIT AR 137K 7137 7912K 772 5 T AR 23 R nown
JPENR YW DR AT wet et onaw Yy aws Yis1 And he said, “By
Myself 1 swear—the word of Hashem—that because you
have done this deed, and have not withheld your son, your
only one, that I shall surely bless you and surely increase
your offspring like the stars of the heavens and like the sand
on the seashore; and your offspring shall inherit the gate of
its enemy.” This deserves further scrutiny seeing as we have a
principle (Kiddushin 39b): "2 xnby *xma mign 15w"—the reward
for a mitzvah is not given in this world. If that is true, how can
we be rewarded in Olam HaZeh for the act of the Akeidah?

An Exalted Chiddush
from the Derashos of the Ra”’n

We will begin to shed some light on the subject with an
illuminating insight concerning the ordeal of Akeidas Yitzchak
found in the Derashos HaRan (6), authored by Rabeinu Nissim,
one of our early scholars. He notes that HKB”H does not command
Avraham to sacrifice his son, Yitzchak. Instead, HKB”H employs
the language and formula of a request: TT'm nR 713 NX 'Ry P”
"y Bw Y L. pne nR nans awR. He doesn’t say to Avraham:
“Take your son,” but rather: “Please take your son.” As per the

Shvilei Pinches

Gemara cited above, the term "x¥ indicates that HKB”H merely
requested that he offer up Yitzchak as an “olah.”

As the Ra”n explains, HKB”H had already promised Avraham
(ibid. 21, 12): "y=r 19 87p» pnxea *»»"—since through Yitzchak
offspring will be considered yours. In other words, his
progeny would descend from Yitzchak. In light of His promise,
HKB”H did not wish to issue a command that would nullify
that promise. Instead, He requested that Avraham willingly
relinquish that which had been promised to him. Hence, HKB"H
said to him: "R1mp"—appealing to him in the form of a request to

sacrifice his only son—thereby, forgoing the divine promise.

Accordingly, HKB”H was informing Avraham that if he did
not wish to comply with the request to sacrifice Yitzchak and
to forsake the promise: "yat 1% 8p» prgea *5"—he would not be
punished. Notwithstanding, Avraham Avinu demonstrates his
incredible devotion and love for HKB”H. Even though this was
not a command but merely a request, Avraham did not hesitate.
He proceeded to fulfill the wish of HKB”H immediately.

Here are the sacred, lucid words of the Ra"n:

The greater and more unnatural act was what Avraham
Avinu, a”h, did concerning the “akeidah” of Yitzchak. For,
he would not have incurred any punishment, if he had not
bound him; because the Blessed One did not command
him to do so. Furthermore, He had promised him (ibid.):
“Through Yitzchak offspring will be considered yours.”
This is implied by the language of the passuk (ibid. 22, 2):
“Please take your son, etc.” We know (Sanhedrin 89b) that
this directive was not formulated with the language of a
command but rather with the language of a request. He
(HKB”H) showed him that it would please Him if Avraham
would forsake His promise and bind his son.

Had Avraham responded to Him, “But this is the only
offspring You have given me, and You have made me a promise
in relation to him. So, how can I perform this act?” It would
not have been considered a transgression on his part; and he
would not have incurred a punishment. Nevertheless, due to
his greatlove for the Blessed One, Hashem, he found it proper
in his heart to bind him—to do only that which the Blessed
One desires. So, even had he not done so, he would not have
incurred any punishment, this is the actual significance and
clue to understanding the Akeidah.
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The Mystical Conversation
between Avraham Avinu and HKB”H

The
interpretation. After the ordeal of the Akeidah was over, and
Yitzchak’s life had been spared, and the ram had been offered in

Ra’n proceeds to substantiate his wonderful

his place, Avraham Avinu was critical of HKB”H:

We find corroboration in the Yerushalmi (Ta'anis 10b):
Rabbi Abba said that Rabbi Avin said in the name of Rabbi
Yochanan: Avraham confronted HKB”H, “It is revealed
and known to You, Master of the Universe, that when You
instructed me to place Yitzchak, my son, atop the mizbeiach,
I could have responded and said, ‘Yesterday, You told me
that my offspring would be related to Yitzchak; yet, now, You
instruct me to sacrifice him as an olah.” Chas v’shalom, I did
not do that. I conquered my yetzer to act according to Your
will. May it be Your will that when Yitzchak’s descendants
are in trouble, and there is no one to speak up on their
behalf, You will speak up on their behalf. Hashem will see
and recall for them the binding of Yitzchak, their forefather,
and You will regard them with extreme mercy.”

Thus, itisevidenttothe Ra"nthat Avraham could haverefrained
from sacrificing Yitzchak. He merely had to remind HKB”H of His
promise to him: "yar 1% X1p» prix»a 5", Notwithstanding, he fulfilled
HKB”H'’s request. Accordingly, as the Ra”’n explains, HKB"H did
not issue the directive to sacrifice Yitzchak as a command but
rather as a request: "123 nx 81 np”. HKB”H was asking Avraham
Avinu to forsake what he had been promised; and Avraham
complied without wavering or hesitating.

We will now emphasize a vital point concerning Avraham
Avinu’s prayer to HKB”H based on the Ra"n. Just as Avraham
was willing to forsake HKB”H’s promise to him—that his
progeny would be related to Yitzchak—and proceeded
to place Yitzchak atop the mizbeiach in keeping with His
will; similarly, “midah k'neged midah,” HKB”H will show his
descendants divine mercy even if they sin and fail to live up
to the promise they made at Matan Torah (Shemos 24, 7): 95"
"ynwn awys ' a3 wRk—everything that Hashem has said, we
will do and we will obey! In other words, HKB”H will not hold
them to their promise and He will exonerate them in keeping
with their will.

We articulate this fact daily in the Shacharis service: 12129”
1wase 19 ,0Yw 3253 72187 N1 1A AN 193K DMK wasw ms vy Yy
NTR2 199K 1Ry AN, R by Jhar 11 1ehyn Jovs N Pana
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o nas ot Master of the Universe, just as Avraham
Avinu suppressed his compassion to perform Your will
sincerely (even though he was not expressly commanded to do
so0); so, may Your compassion suppress Your anger toward
us (for not doing what we were commanded to do); and may
Your compassion supersede Your (other) attributes by
treating us, Hashem, our G-d, with the attribute of chesed
and the attribute of rachamim.

We can now better appreciate Chazal’s elucidation in the
Gemara: “Please take your son”—the term "x2" is employed
exclusively for requests . . . HKB"H said to Avraham, “I have
subjected you to numerous tests and you have passed them all.
Now, pass this test, so that they will not say that the previous
ones were inconsequential.” Let us elaborate based on what we
have learned. All the previous trials fell into the category of doing
what one is commanded to do. For example, HKB”"H commanded
Avram to leave his land and birthplace (Bereishis 12, 1): 9% 95"
SRR TR PART IR AR Nran RTomn 1eaNn

Therefore, one could contend that he passed all those tests
For, he knew that HKB”H is
capable of punishing one who transgresses just as He punished

due to his fear of punishment.

the generation of the mabul and the generation of the dispersion.
That was not the case with the final test—Akeidas Yitzchak. As
explained, it was formulated as a divine request, not as a divine
command. If Avraham had refused to sacrifice Yitzchak, he
would not have been punished. Hence, it is evident that he did
not pass that test due to fear of punishment but rather due to
his great love for HKB”H. This explains very nicely why HKB"H
says to him: “Pass this test, so that they will not say that the

previous ones were inconsequential.”

Three Proofs that the Ordeal of the Akeidah
Was a Preparation for the Future Geulah

Following this line of reasoning, we will now explain why
HKB”H chose to subject Avraham to this tenth and final ordeal,
which was formulated as a request rather than as a command:
"o nR 2 nR Ranp”. We will begin by introducing three explicit
proofs that the ordeal of the Akeidah was a preparation for the
future geulah.

The first proof is associated with the passuk (ibid. 22, 3):
"IIMR AR WIER Ap182 BN Bow'—so, Avraham arose early
in the morning and he saddled his donkey. We learn from
Chazal that Moshe Rabeinu rode this very same donkey when he
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embarked on HKB”H’s mission to take Yisrael out of Mitzrayim.
Similarly, the Melech HaMashiach is destined to appear on
this very same donkey. For, it is written (Shemos 4, 20): rtp»1”
RIMNI RN 2w AT B 0393771 1723 AR INYR X 1wn—so Moshe
took his wife and sons, mounted them on the donkey, and
he returned to the land of Mitzrayim. Rashi explains that
“the donkey” implies that it was a specific donkey. It was the
donkey that Avraham saddled in preparation for Akeidas
Yitzchak; and it is the donkey that the Melech HaMashiach
is destined to appear upon, as it says (Zechariah 9, 9): “A
humble man, riding on a donkey.”

The second proof comes from the passuk (Bereishis 22, 4):
YR BTMaNR 90N, PINR DIPR IR KT POY AR OTER R wwn ors”
"1ann oy na 2o% 13w vaya—on the third day, Avraham raised
his eyes and he saw the place from afar. And Avraham said
to his young men, “Stay here by yourselves with the donkey.”
We find the following related elucidation in the Midrash (B.R. 56,
2): "oyan prady mipan 1Ny ,pre °a1 1mx’—Rabbi Yitzchak said:
This place is destined to become distant from its owners.
Let us explain. When the passuk says: “He saw the place from
afar,” it means that Avraham saw Har HaMoriah, the site of the
Mikdash via “ruach hakodesh.” He foresaw that during periods
of galus, it would become far away from the people of Yisrael,
who are its rightful owners and keepers. Then the Midrash
continues with the question: "e%1y%1"—will the situation of the
Mikdash being distant from them persist forever? It answers:
357171 2 13 3INOW IR K1BWIY ,2WN 710 TP TP AME AR Y mmbn”
mmn Yy—the passuk says (Tehillim 132, 14): “This is My
resting place forever and ever, here I will dwell,” when the
one arrives of whom it is written (Zechariah 9,9): “A humble
man, riding on a donkey.”

The Midrash is teaching us the significance of what Avraham
said to the two young men, Yishmael and Eliezer (a Canaanite
servant): “Stay here by yourselves with the donkey.” He was
hinting to them that the Yishmaelim and the Canaanim would
occupy the site of the Mikdash during periods of galus—just as
is the case today. This situation will persist until the Melech
HaMashiach will be revealed riding on a donkey. As we have
learned, that will be the donkey that Avraham rode on the way to
Akeidas Yitzchak. At that time, the place will return to its rightful
owners, Yisrael; there, the third Beis HaMikdash will be built.

The third proof comes from the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (end
of Chapter 31). The pertinent passage discusses the two horns
of the ram that was substituted for Yitzchak:

Shvilei Pinclhes

11P NW .. 1P0aY 137 1an K2 KT DR ININ NI RD1T 12 K10 0297

1R SW 1P, 81w Y1 0 1R 010 A DY 191 phaw SRnw e D by

QnaRIY NPT SY 1acpa R1aY oYY 1 yipny 1onyt SRnwn m Yrta R
9T Aa1wa ypne NI a1

Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa says: Nothing from that ram went
to waste. .. Pertaining to the two horns of the ram, the sound
of the left horn was heard at Har Sinai, as it says (Shemos
19, 19): “The sound of the shofar.” The right horn is greater
than the left. Itis destined to be sounded le’asid la’vo for the
gathering of the exiles, as it says (Yeshayah 27, 13): “It shall be
on that day that a great shofar will be blown.”

Thus, we learn that in the merit of Akeidas Yitzchak—when
Avraham sacrificed aram in place of Yitzchak—HKB”H will blow
a great shofar in the future to gather all Jews together from all
of the exiles. This coincides magnificently with the assertion
that the ordeal of the Akeidah constituted a preparation for the
future geulah.

This explains very nicely why the Melech HaMashiach is
destined to appear on the donkey saddled by Avraham on his
way to bind Yitzchak atop the mizbeiach. For, it will evoke
the memory of Akeidas Yitzchak, in whose merit Yisrael are
spared from death and will exit galus for geulah. Thus, we have
three proofs that the ordeal of Akeidas Yitzchak constituted a
preparation for the future geulah.

The Satan Fights with All Its Force
to Prevent the Future Geulah

Based on what we have learned, we can comprehend why
the Satan employed all sorts of stratagems, using all of its force,
to prevent Avraham from fulfilling HKB”H’s request to bind
and sacrifice Yitzchak. Let us introduce the Midrash Tanchuma
(Vayeira 22):

12 73R TP TNMS 1T LAY R TP NS 1Y R 7aTa juwnt et

Dy Tyt 7Irab a1 vhyn T Tnn Yaws KD LD anR L mw e i e

L1511 RYW TP 98 RPAPna neayn s, ety 93 215y .10 R, pree S v

28T NPT SY TaYR KY 19 78 Y a8 nR ,Tunwy 991 R unwn 81 e
o1 pran’y wyat o ann fvap KW AR 1199 .03 1R By

1797 290N INTD 19PAY AN, 19073 T 1A DI InY DTNaN T i

DITMAN YN YW STRIND L INTIE TP DM POAT AT AR Y PN 1195, 1NN
5 AMRRT Y AT AR anana oy bw 1130 10 anR omwh poy
N1,y 218 a3 prve e nbIpa Taw P11 Y T AN T IR
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A1 13 PREY IR VIR BN ,WA1 TY D7 IR PWOYT IS PUIY 1 Tnasy
MW TN 7T DYW TR, 17ap 1Y TR TR TN ta By T1nRn Bt
JEEYa TTIRPT AT WA PR AR 1A 193 Toh ,nvya

The Satan appeared before him on the path in the
likeness of an old man. He said to him...Is an old man like
you going to part with the son that was given to him at one
hundred years old? ... He said to him ... I will not listen to
you. He left him and reappeared as a young man standing
to the right of Yitzchak. He said to him ... Poor thing son of
a poor thing, how many fasts did your mother fast until you
were born? Yet, this old man has lost his mind and is going
to slaughter you. He replied, “Even so, I will not violate the
wisdom of my Maker and the command of my father” ...
Upon seeing that they were not swayed by him, he went and
transformed himself into a large river.

Avraham immediately went into the water until it
reached his knees. He said to his young men, “Follow me.”
When he reached the middle of the river, the water reached
up to his neck. At that moment, Avraham gazed toward the
heavens. He said to Him, “Master of the Universe, You chose
me, took me down and appeared to me. You said to me, ‘I
am One and you are one. Due to you, My name is known in
My world. Sacrifice your son Yitzchak to Me as an olah.’ 1
did not delay, and I am executing Your command. Now, the
water is threatening my life. IfI or Yitzchak, my son, drown,
who will fulfill Your request? With whom will Your name be
affiliated?” HKB”H answered him, “On your life, My name in
the world will be affiliated with you!” Immediately, HKB"H
reproached the source of the water, the river dried up and
they stood on dry land.

Now, we don’t find that the Satan made any effort to prevent
Avraham from fulfilling any of the other nine trials that HKB"H
commanded him to do. This can be explained based on the
notion that the ordeal of the Akeidah constituted a preparation
for the future geulah. For, as we learn in the Gemara (Succah
52a) HKB”H is destined to slaughter the yetzer hara, who is
the Satan. In the words of the Gemara (B.B. 16a): ,yown 811"
"mian IRYR R ,pAt e Rin—the Satan, the yetzer hara and the
Malach Hamaves are all one and the same. This explains why
the Satan fought with all its might specifically to prevent the
ordeal of the Akeidah. It wanted to prevent the future geulah
when it would be slaughtered by HKB”H and its existence
would be terminated.

Shvilei Pincles

Thus, we can better understand the passuk (Bereishis 22, 13):
121773 1202 1IN IR TR AT 81 IR Bar Re’—and Avraham
raised his eyes and saw—and behold, a ram!—afterwards,
caught in the thicket by its horns. Rashi comments: It was
running toward Avraham, but the Satan entrapped it and
entangled it among the trees. Based on our current discussion,
we know that the Satan was doing everything in its power to
prevent the sacrifice of the ram. After all, Akeidas Yitzchak was a
preparation for the future geulah, at which time HKB”H will blow
a shofar from the right horn of that ram.

Le’asid La’vo They Will Perform
the Mitzvos of Their Own Free Will
without Being Commanded to Do So

Continuing onward on this majestic path, we will now explain
why the ordeal of the Akeidah was formulated as a request and
notasacommand. We have learned in the Gemara (Niddah 61b):
135 TRy nivus nnen’—mitzvos will be annulled le’asid 1a’vo.
The Ritva explains that in the future, Yisrael will perform the
mitzvos willingly, out of the goodness of their heart. This is the
category of those who are not commanded to do something but
do it, anyway. Hence, we can interpret the Gemara’s statement
as follows: “Mitzvos”—the command to perform the mitzvos;
“will be annulled le’asid la’vo,” because they will fulfill all
the mitzvos of their own volition. This poses a minor difficulty,
however. For, the Gemara teaches us (Kiddushin 31a): mxnbrra”
TRPIPT N1IER 1KY hn AN nwyl—someone who is commanded
to perform a mitzvah and does so is superior to someone
who is not commanded to perform the mitzvah and does so.
If that is true, then why will the status for performing mitzvos
le’asid la’vo be the inferior status?

The Yearos Devash (Part 2, 9) explains the matter based on
what Tosafos write (ibid.): »a7 ,xnyw 1 v, et anenn 7
WY NN PRY MR ,T13P7 18 N IPURRT ARTTY 28 8y eI arsne
J'mope mem BRw Tyos na v One who is commanded to perform a
mitzvah and does so is greater, because he is concerned and
worried that he may transgress and violate a direct command.
This is in direct contrast to one who is not commanded to
perform the mitzvah. He has the luxury of performing the
mitzvah at his own discretion and leisure.

Now, basic logic would suggest just the opposite. It seems
more meritorious and praiseworthy to perform a mitzvah
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without being commanded to do so. After all, one is fulfilling the
mitzvos out of one’s own free will. Nevertheless, the opposite
is true, because someone who is commanded to perform a
mitzvah is being assaulted by his yetzer hara, who is trying to
persuade him to be noncompliant.

Elsewhere, the we learn in the Gemara (Succah 52a): 1ny%”
"REPWAT 72021 RUPITN 183 UMW YR A8 17apt Nan X1av—le’asid
la’'vo, HKB”H will bring the yetzer hara and slaughter it in
the presence of the tzaddikim and in the presence of the
reshaim. Thus, it turns out that le’asid la’vo, there will no
longer be a yetzer hara. In that case, Tosafos’s explanation will
no longer apply, because a person will no longer be assaulted
by his yetzer. Now, Chazal’s statement makes perfect sense:
“Mitzvos will be annulled le’asid la’vo.” For, then, the mitzvos
will be performed willingly—without being commanded to do
so—since, without a yetzer hara, that is the superior status.

We can now rejoice. For, this enlightens us as to the reason
HKB”H chose to test Avraham Avinu with the Akeidah by way
of a request rather than a command. As we have learned, the
Akeidah was a preparation for the future geulah, at which
time the mitzvos will be annulled. As a result, Yisrael will not
perform the mitzvos in the category of “one who is commanded
and does” but rather as “one who is not commanded and does.”
Therefore, HKB”H subjected him to a test in the category of
“one who is not commanded and does” to perform a symbolic
gesture consistent with the circumstances that will prevail at
the time of the future geulah.

Shvilei Pinches

At this point, we can better appreciate the elucidation in
the Midrash: “He took in his hand the fire and the knife.”
Why is the knife called a “ma’acheles”? The Rabbis teach:
Everything that Yisrael eat in Olam HaZeh, they eat solely
in the merit of that “ma’acheles.” The Bnei Yissaschar (Sivan
5, 27) writes in the name of the Gaon Chida, ztz"l: When we say
that reward is not given in Olam HaZeh for the performance of a
mitzvah, that applies only to the actual mitzvah. Nevertheless,
the additions, the precision of the mitzvah and the things that
are done beyond the requirements of the mitzvah that a person
adds to every mitzvah, which he is not halachically required to

do, a person is rewarded for even in Olam HaZeh.

Now, seeing as Avraham was not commanded to sacrifice
Yitzchak, he did not fall into the category of “one who is
commanded and does”; he performed the act without being
commanded to do so, willingly. Therefore, his descendants
are rewarded for this ordeal even in Olam HaZeh. So much so
that Chazal say: “Everything that Yisrael eat in Olam HaZeh,
they eat solely in the merit of that ‘ma’acheles.” This is
corroborated by the words of the malach: “Because you have
done this deed, and have not withheld your son, your only
one”—even though you were not obliged to do so—“I shall
surely bless you and surely increase your offspring like the
stars of the heavens and like the sand on the seashore”—
because “one who is not commanded and does” deserves to be

rewarded even in Olam HaZeh.
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ashi explains in two places why Lot did not ask the angels to wash their

feet when they entered his home. When describing why Avrohom insisted

that they wash their feet, he contrasts it with Lot’s decision, explaining that

Avrohom, unlike Lot, could not tolerate dust that may have been picked
up when they were kneeling to their idols. Later, when the angels visited Lot, Rashi
explains that it was a practical, lifesaving decision to make appear as if they just arrived.
They can support that defense by having unwashed feet. How would we explain the
discrepancy between these two Rashis?

People often make their decisions based on a single, valid, reason. Unknown to them,
there are multiple attitudes or circumstances that allow them to consider that reason.
For example, a person may choose to purchase a new car because he does not want
to keep taking his old one to a mechanic. Others continue to shuttle between their
home and the mechanic. Is the first person more practical than the second one?
Does the second person enjoy visiting his mechanic. Most likely, the first person has
an underlying circumstance which the second person does not have, namely, money.

Often, the reason invoked when people make their decisions is incidental when
compared to the underlying attitudes or circumstances. This Parsha offers such an
example. The true reason Lot did not wash their feet was to protect their lives, a
noble cause. But, to allow that possibility, it required an indifference towards idol
worshiping.

People make decisions unaware of all that “went into” that decision. This explains
why people often disagree and neither side understands the other. It explains why
people make what they believe to be a selfless decision and others are critical of that
same decision.

Very few people truly understand themselves and know why they came to their
decisions. There are a few people who dedicate significant efforts to understanding
themselves. Become a part of that group. Otherwise, as Lot did, people can think
they are doing Mitzvahs when those actions do little more than reveal that their
sensitivity to Hashem's wants are lacking.

The Torah’s Perspective On Physical and Mental Health PART 2/3

he Torah instructs people to live healthy physical, emotional, and

I spiritual lives. To achieve this, people are expected to be mindful

at all times. The requirement to be mindful ensures that they not

only consider existing risks but that they anticipate and protect from

long-term ones, as well. This becomes evident in many areas. | would like to
present two examples that highlight this point.

) The Gemoro in Berochos tells us not to walk under
trees while the wind is blowing. This highlights to me
how the Chachomim define risk. It does not have to
be immediate and it does not have to be definite. It
even includes many situations that people take for
granted. People are responsible to make decisions that
incorporate their long-term health needs. At the age
of twenty, people should consider what will keep them
healthy in their eighties. (Yes, you really have to brush
and floss your teeth.)

| have been advised to allow a person to travel to a hospital on Shabbos to
help with their dangerous addictions. It is not necessary that the person's
life be in danger at that moment. As long as their actions are unhealthy and
it is reasonable to believe that their actions can be life threatening at a later
point, their lives are considered to be in danger. Of course, before acting on
this statement, people should contact their Rav.

The Rambam states that it is a Mitzvoh, not a personal choice, to

"Too af-tan, mental
illness is Mknawlaa(gea(
11 TARom ConvVersations
yet denied when it
matters. ”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

live healthily. This begins with the responsibility to keep control
of our thought processes and to think, at all times, with as much
clarity as we can. Otherwise, at that moment, one is less than alive.
That is one of the reasons people are not allowed to become intoxicated.
At that moment, they are less “alive” and therefore unable to fulfill their
responsibilities to be rational.

Reb Moshe writes in several places that giving up the
ability to think rationally is an Aveiroh. He writes in Igros
Moshe that one of the reasons people are not permitted
to take certain drugs is that it removes their ability to
think logically. When presented with a question regarding
clinical hypnosis, he concludes that it does not remove a
person's free will.

This responsibility to think rationally applies to everyone,

even to those with limitations, such as mental illness.
People are responsible to get enough sleep, eat healthy, and when necessary,
take the required medicines to allow them to think as rationally as possible.
Everyone has a responsibility to achieve in their lives as much as they possibly
can. And if they have to utilize outside sources such as medicine to succeed,
then taking those medicines become their responsibility.

My Rosh Yeshiva told me 25 years ago that,“Today’s teens at risk are not acting
out because of an anger against religion. Today, it is all about mental illness.”
That comment is even more true today and difficult to pin down. It may be
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difficult to differentiate between mental illness and stubbornness. It may be
difficult to conclude whether a person does not want to be productive or is
incapable of doing so. Mental illness is an intangible that can be denied or
invoked among non-professionals, and spoken with the confidence that they
cannot be proven wrong. Too often, mental illness is acknowledged in
random conversations yet denied when it matters. While the public
claims to accept the existence of mental illness in general terms, many people
are as yet unwilling to accept its effect on the person standing before them.

The topic of mental illness is an increasingly important one. Nevertheless,
the scope of its far-reaching effect on our families has been denied,
suppressed by parents, some community leaders, and the general population.
Even when they acknowledge a diagnosis, they deny the complex and time-
consuming response which begins with seeking out and following the advice
of experienced professionals.

Despite the call to action, our Chachomim are not instructing people to
become hypochondriacs. Dovid Hamelech writes that people should be
Y’chalkel D’voros B’'mishpot, they should make balanced decisions.

Balance is needed because many people gravitate towards extreme
explanations. Some may choose to believe that everyone is healthy and
they only need some vitamins to get back to their health. Others choose
to believe that everything is a crisis, looking online for the most extreme
diagnoses they can find.

The Pele Yoietz describes how people can be overly concerned about
health and safety and, by doing so, they ignore opportunities for growth. He
constantly pleads with people to act in a balanced manner. Because everyone
believes that they alone understand what constitutes balance, they should
make certain to have someone to speak with to confirm that their version

of balance is a correct one.

Particularly in regard to mental illness, people find it difficult to make
balanced decisions often because of their personal agendas. Some people
deny the existence of mental illness. Instead, they insist that the person just
needs to “stop making problems” or, as | mentioned, that they need vitamins
to get back on track. On the other hand, | know several parents who “push”
diagnosis and medicine. The “sicker” their child is, they subconsciously
rationalize, the less they are to blame for their children’s challenges.

Many people are completely terrified of the subject, choosing, through their
inaction, to allow the illness to envelop the person instead of acknowledging
its possibility and seeking an evaluation. Parents may refuse to evaluate their
13-17 year old children, even when their uncles, aunts, and parents have lived
destructive lives. Their fear of what they will find allows what could have
been a controlled challenge to evolve into a life hampering deficit. Why not
evaluate?

Still other people are aware of the effect of mental illness but choose to
sacrifice one child to ensure that the family’s reputation remains intact.

Before | write further, | want to share my non-clinical description of mental
illness. | am not limiting it to official diagnoses, such as bipolar and other
extreme diagnoses. | am discussing behaviors, attitudes, and thought
processes which do not allow people to live effectively and will not “go away”
by themselves. They can include anxiety (which is an actual diagnosis) and
an overall lack of motivation which has reached the point that the person
becomes frozen and unable to succeed in life.

To be continued...

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

hazal tell us that Noach used a “secret weapon” with which he

was able to rebuild the world anew after the destruction of the

flood: ."n1a* Ton D71y~ R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”L explains that

the fact that Noach was locked inside a floating ark for 120 days
with nothing to do but chessed - kindness for his family, kindness for the
animals - was for the sole purpose of entrenching the ideal of chessed into
his very fiber so that when it would be time to come out and start all over
again, he would do so with the attribute of kindness.This was - and continues
to be - the only way the world can exist.

It is told that one day a Yid from Yerushalayim traveled to Bnei Brak
to ask the Rosh Yeshivah of Ponevezh, R’ Shmuel Rozovsky ZT”L, about a
boy in the yeshivah for his daughter who had reached marriageable age. He
arrived at the yeshivah and entered the Rosh Yeshivah’s home during the
break between learning sessions.

R’ Shmuel greeted him cordially and asked why he had come. He explained
to the Rosh Yeshivah that he was inquiring about a particular boy and R’
Shmuel told him to ask what was on his mind.

The man wanted to know, first and foremost, how many hours a day did the
bochur learn? Was he punctual in arriving to Seder and did he spend his time
diligently? Does he come to davening on time and does he actively participate
in the Shiur? Does he ask relevant questions and does he understand the
answers?

R’ Shmuel knew the boy well and was able to answer each and every
question satisfactorily. After receiving a favorable report in regard to his
questions, the man thanked R’ Shmuel for his time and began to get up to
leave. At this point, R* Shmuel in his gentle and noble manner; turned to the
father and said, “Until now, you’ve asked me a number of questions. Do you
mind if | ask you a couple of questions?” Of course, the man agreed.

R’ Shmuel looked at the man and said, “It seems to me that you are
inquiring about the boy for your daughter and you seem happy with the
report | gave you.You obviously think that all your daughter needs to know
is whether he comes on time and if he is a lamdan, a boy who is studious
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and well-versed in the intricacies of the Talmud.” The man nodded his head
in agreement. “Did it ever occur to you,” asked R’ Shmuel, “do you think it
is entirely possible that your daughter would like to know if this boy is a
mentsch? If he is a Baal Chessed?”

R’ Shmuel continued.“It would seem fitting that you should ask me: How
often does he brush his teeth? Is he pleasant to sit next to? How does he
behave in the company of others? Does he arrive first to the dining room and
take the biggest portion, or does he linger after mincha for a few minutes to
learn with his study partner and eat whatever portion is left?”

The man began to answer but R’ Shmuel just continued speaking.“I’'m sure
your daughter would be curious to know what does he do when the pitcher
is empty on the table; does he wait for someone else to fill it up or does he
run to fill it up himself? Does he ever go into the kitchen to thank the staff
for preparing the food? Does he eat the food even if he doesn't like it and
thanks them graciously for preparing it or does he just go to the nearby kiosk
to buy something he likes?

“You came to the conclusion that he is a masmid; did you ask what he
does when he finishes learning late at night and his roommates are sleeping?
Does he take off his shoes and tiptoe in so as not to wake them or does
he walk in noisily? Does he make his bed and keep his things neat? Does he
think about others and want to do chessed for them or does he just think
about himself?” R’ Shmuel concluded, “| think that you need to check these
things out. If he is spoiled and he arrives home in the afternoon and does not
like the food your daughter will work hard to prepare, will his face crumple
in obvious dissatisfaction? Will your daughter then be happy that her father
checked the boy out with the Rosh Yeshivah who told him that he knows
every Ketzos and Rabbi Akiva Eiger? Will you daughter say, it’s true that he
has no manners and no social skills but | respect him anyway because he
knows the sugya of the bees and the mustard in Bava Basra?”

The man hung his head in shame - but he got the message.This is was R’
Shmuel’s approach to finding the proper shidduch for a bas yisroel.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Vayeira - Tehillim 11

David Gurwitz

We focus on contrasts today, as we emerge from the second major weather-related unusual event in the
last ten weeks, the summer hurricane and the October snowfall.

We mentioned last week that the Siddur Avodas Yisrael - known as the Rodelheim Siddu - suggests
certain kapitlach of Tehillim to be read according to each parsha.

For Parshas Vayeira, the related kapittel is Tehillim 11.

Rav Hirsch describes this Tehillim as a sequel to Tehillim 10 and a more definite answer to tzaddik vera
lo - why the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer.

The immediate connection seems obvious. In fact, there are similar words from both Tehillim and the
parsha.

In kapittel 11, posuk 6, it states, “Hashem sends down (yamtir) snares (pachim) for the lawless, fire and
brimstone (pachim aish vegafris), and wind and exhaustion on its wing shall be the portion of their cup.”

In this week’s parsha (19:24), the Torah states: “Hashem himtir al Sedom ve’al Amora gafris va’eish
mei’eis Hashem min hashomayim.”

There is another, deeper connection, though, between the parsha and the Tehillim.

”

The Skolya Rebbe is the author of the wonderful sefer “Chachima Beremiza,” meaning “Wisdom from
Remazim.” I am proud to say that I learned to read Lashon Hakodesh without nekudos from my friend
and one of his Chassidim, Menachem Joraslowitz. The sefer relates the following insight from the Zohar
Hakadosh. The main idea of the Akeidah focused on the place where the middas hagevurah of Yitzchok
was paired with the middas hachessed of Avrohom Avinu.

He quotes the sefer Tzemach Dovid, which states that the letters in the word vayikra - “malach vayikra
(called out) min hashomayim” - is an acronym for the first letters of the words ahava (Alef), yireh (Yud),
r'chok (Reish), and k’ruv (Kuf), meaning “love and fear repel and come close.” He also says that the
letters in the word hashomayim are an acronym, based on Rashi, for the first letters of the words eish
vemayim, which is another pairing of gevurah and chessed.

There is another significant contrast that underlies much of the way people think about the world.

Rav Hirsch discusses why the Torah says, “mei’eis Hashem min hashomayim,” after “Hashem himtir al
Sedom ve’al Amora gafris va’eish,” since it seems to be superfluous.
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What he explains in his pirush on the parsha is astoundingly pertinent to today’s news and weather
events, and elucidates this idea of contrast:

“People who visit the region of the Dead Sea and see sulfur wells and the whole volcanic nature of the
district, explain the destruction of these cities as a completely natural occurrence. The volcanic nature of
the district explains the foundation of the Dead Sea...

"Against this erroneous view, the Word of Hashem proclaims, ‘mei‘eis Hashem min hashomayim.’ You
are confusing cause and effect. What you take to be cause is in reality effect. The present geological
nature by which you explain the catastrophe is only the effect of the catastrophe, which was not brought
about by terrestrial conditions, but ‘mei’eis Hashem min hashomayim.”

"Probably, in quite a similar manner, the geographical theories err as to the creation of the world. The
facts of what they see and on which they base their theories are true enough - but the deductions which
they make are false. They quite similarly confuse cause and effect.

"What they view as the causes of the evolution and revolutions of the world are only the results of
revolutions which Hashem brought about for the formation of the world.”

Now, let’s look at what Rav Hirsch explains in his pirush on Tehillim 11:6:

“While geshem is the specific word denoting rain, matar includes everything that comes down from the
skies.

(It is interesting that a word for target in Lashon Hakodesh is matarah.)

"Pachim (snares) means that the good which Hashem sends down from heaven to the wicked man in the
natural course of things brings him no happiness. All these bounties of Hashem are actually traps upon
which the wicked man treads without concern and which finally lead him to ruin.”

Elsewhere, Rav Hirsch beautifully describes the following etymological meanings of the names of the
four cities destroyed:

“We already knew - at the time the malachim came to visit Avrohom after his bris milah - that Sedom
was a luxurious district, as expressed in the names:

"Sedom, region of orchards, from the plural of sadeh, fields; Amora, richness of grains, from amoreh,
like the word emor, wheat, omer; Adame, richness of minerals, from the word adamah; and Tzviim,
richness of animals, game and deer, from the word tzvi...

"Sedom offered the most complete contrast to the simple pure atmosphere from which these visitors to
Avrohom were emerging.”

Rav Ephraim Wachsman explains that Sedom was the place where, because of its physical richness and
moral sickness, the idea and practice of armed property guards derives.

The reality is that, amidst the contrast that appears to be random, there is a constant connection with
Hashem, seen, perhaps, by realizing that the term min hashomayim, used here to offset any ideas of a
weather-caused conflagration or storm, and to point out words from where the malach who was created
from the Akeidah called out from, has a gematria of 485, which just happens to be the gematria
of...Tehillim.

Whenever we choose to put ourselves in the position of connecting via receiving the hashpaah “min
hashomayim,” we should recall that Tehillim - which is begematria “min hashomayim” - is that
connection which overcomes all the contrast in events and world misperception that attempts to confuse
and separate us from the proper hashkafah.
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Parashas Vayeira
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Hashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre, while he was sitting
at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the day. (18:1)

It was three days after Avraham Avinu’s bris milah,
circumcision. The third day is the most painful. Yet, our Patriarch was
sitting at the entrance of his tent during an unusually warm time of
the day. Chazal teach that Hashem removed the sun from its
protective casing in order to make it more powerful (and hotter), so
that wayfarers would not travel. Thus, they would not inconvenience
Avraham (by not creating an opportunity for him to serve them).
When Hashem saw that Avraham was actually pained by not having
the opportunity to fulfil the mitzvah of hachnosas orchim,
welcoming guests, to his home, He sent three angels in the guise of
men to visit him.

It is understandable that Avraham, the amud ha’chesed,
pillar of loving kindness, would want to reach out to people and
offer his brand of material/spiritual kindness. Why, however, was he
so anxious, so desperate, to perform the mitzvah that Hashem was
compelled to send angels in the form of men in order to satisfy
Avraham’s need to perform chesed? It is not as if Avraham had
nothing to do. He was in pain. He could have rested until his strength
returned. There is also the mitzvah of limud haTorah, Torah study,
that is available at all times, under all conditions, in all places, which
takes precedence over all other mitzvos. Why did he not put chesed
on hold for a few days?

We observe from the above that chesed meant the world
to Avraham. He even interrupted Hashem’s visit with him to tend to
the wayfarers that came by his tent, individuals who were
miraculously present only to assuage the chesed/guilt feelings of
Avraham. Horav Levi Dicker, zl, explains this based upon the well-
known axiom that the actions of our forefathers were not isolated
activities performed in a vacuum. These actions were not performed
for the personal spiritual benefit of the Patriarchs; rather, they were
to set the tone and establish the spiritual, moral and ethical DNA of
the Jewish people.

Indeed, when Bilaam sought to curse the Jews, with his
words ending in blessing rather than curse, he said, Ki meirosh
tzurim areenu; “For from its origins, | see rock-like” (Bamidbar 23:9).
Rashi explains, “I gaze at their leaders and the beginning of their
(Klal Yisrael’s) roots, and | see that they are fortified and strong like
rocks and hills through their Patriarchs and Matriarchs.” Bilaam
found it impossible to undermine — or locate a weakness in — the
Jewish people’s spiritual mettle. He had no choice but to praise
them. The spiritual strength that we had/have is our inheritance
bequeathed to us from our Patriarchs and Matriarchs. The actions of
our forefathers did not merely set an example for us to emulate;
rather, their actions became forever imprinted on the Jewish soul,
embedded deeply within the Jewish psyche, endowing the Jewish
DNA with these traits for generations to come.

The Rosh Yeshivah explains that Avraham Avinu, who
achieved the epitome of middas chesed, understood that it was his
responsibility to implant this middah, attribute, into his future
descendants. When he performed chesed, he was not performing

only for himself — he was in the process of imbuing generations of
Jews with the middah of chesed. Since this was his specific middah,
he dedicated his life to bequeathing the Jewish nation with the
attribute of chesed. He succeeded. Indeed, Chazal (Yevamos 79a)
teach that when one does not manifest a predilection for performing
acts of loving kindness, his Jewish pedigree is suspect. The Talmud
(Beitzah 12:B) goes as far as to posit that one who does not perform
acts of chesed is not from the progeny of Avraham.

We now understand why Avraham yearned to perform
chesed on that third day following his bris. Veritably, Avraham could
have opened his “Gemorah” and learned Torah all day in the safety
and comfort of his tent. Instead, he sought opportunities for chesed.
Why? Because the future of Klal Yisrael, its internal character and
mission in life, was at stake. He wanted to insure that his
descendants would be imbued with an innate proclivity towards acts
of chesed.

As Jews, we may not waste the opportunities for chesed
that emerge at various intervals in our lives. Although chesed in and
of itself certainly does not take centre stage in place of Torah
learning, it is an inherent component of our DNA. We are chesed.
Hashem is chesed. Acting as His children is our mission in this world.

1"V D1AN] D'WAN QWY NIl R R
He lifted his eyes and saw: And behold! Three men were standing
over him. (18:2)

Rashi explains that it was necessary to send three angels in
the image of men because an angel performs only one mission.
Thus, one angel came to heal Avraham Avinu; the second came to
inform Sarah Imeinu of the impending birth of her son; the third
came to destroy Sodom. Raphael, the angel who healed Avraham,
went on to Sodom to save Lot from the conflagration that would
destroy the city. The question is obvious: If an angel performs only
one mission (at a time), and Rapahel had gone on to destroy Sodom
to save Lot, would it not have been more appropriate just to send
another angel (rather than have Raphael undertake two missions)?

I think that an important principle may be derived from
here. Avraham was the pillar of chesed, kindness. For him to be
healed from his bris milah, while simultaneously knowing that his
nephew, Lot, would soon be history, would undermine his healing
process. Avraham could not recuperate knowing that his nephew
was going to die a miserable death together with the inhabitants of
Sodom. Thus, saving Lot was an intrinsic part of healing Avraham.

We must keep this idea in mind when we reach out to help
those in need. We must take into consideration all of their needs,
because inviting someone for a meal when he does not have any
clothes to wear, or helping a child with issues at school when the
problems at home are overwhelming, undermines the chesed. When
performing acts of kindness we must think broadly, and ask
ourselves: What does this person really need? A quick fix is just that:
a quick fix, not a lasting solution.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’| publisher and distributor of the Worldwide edition of Peninim
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For I have loved him, because he commands his children and his
household after him that they keep the way of Hashem. (18:19)

The literal translation of yedaativ (reference to knowledge)
is, “I know him.” Understandably, when one loves and cares for
someone, he seeks to bring him close and know him better. Hashem
loved Avraham because he did not keep His teachings to himself.
When one believes in something, he wants to shout it from the
rooftops, to reach out to whomever he can, so that he can share
these verities with him. Interestingly, Avraham Avinu performed
many mitzvos for which he achieved singular distinction. In addition,
he kept the entire Torah even prior to its being given to Klal Yisrael.
Yet, the only time that we find the lashon of chibah, term of love
(Hashem loved Avraham), is with regard to chinuch ha’banim,
educating his descendants. Avraham was the first outreach expert;
he wrote the book on chesed, but none of these wonderful mitzvos
earned him the appellation of yedaativ, loved him. Each of the
Asarah Nisyonos, Ten Trials, which Avraham successfully passed did
not earn him the description, “loved by Hashem.” Only one mitzvah,
I’'maan asher yetzaveh es banav, “because he commands his
children,” did. Why?

Acharav, “after him,” is a powerful word which connotes
Avraham’s teaching method. He taught by example. He did not make
demands; he showed the people that he, too, answered to a Higher
Authority and that everything he was doing was in accordance with
the tzivui, command, of Hashem. Avraham taught; he did not
compel. He demonstrated his commitment by his actions which he
welcomed and encouraged others to follow.

Perhaps we might take this idea a bit further. L’maan asher
yetzaveh es banav is the criterion which serves as the barometer for
our mitzvah observance. How stable/solid are our actions? Will they
be sustained through the vicissitudes of time, ideologies, culture and
societal changes? Can we say that our children observing our
mitzvah performance today will be inspired and remain connected
to these mitzvos a generation later? Will they transmit that which
they saw to their own children? Mitzvah observance, if it is to be
taught to our children, must be able to withstand the test of time.

Furthermore, I’'maan asher yetzaveh es banav, should be
the criterion by which we measure the value and authenticity of our
religious observance — and everything that we do. How much of
what we do, the way we act, where we go, etc., do we want our
children to emulate? Perhaps we might think twice before acting.
After all, our children are watching.

The Sefer Tiferes Banim writes that a person does not earn
the title yarei Hashem, G-d-fearing, or tzaddik, righteous man,
unless he carefully watches over his children. (This does not mean
that something will not go wrong even in those homes where
parents maintain a watchful eye over their children’s activities.) One
can be a talmid chacham, Torah scholar, devoted and committed in
every way, but if he does not educate/see to his children’s
education, he should not be called a yarei Hashem. We see that
despite all of Avraham’s attributes and mitzvos, the only time that
Hashem expressed His love for him was with regard to Avraham’s
commitment to inculcating his family with his values. Any
commitment that one does not sufficiently value enough to transmit
to his children is not much of a commitment.

A father’s traditions, the customs that were bequeathed to
him by his own father, are (should be) sacrosanct. He must realise
that his children derive incredible benefit from his adherence to
these customs. In some situations, these customs are what keeps
them attached to Yiddishkeit. Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita,
relates that he heard from a Holocaust survivor that throughout his
years in the various Nazi concentration/labour camps, and despite
being a teenager at the time, he never once ate non-kosher food. It

was difficult for him, and, as a result, he endured much suffering,
but he was unyielding in his tenacious commitment to keeping
kosher. Indeed, he served as an inspiration to others, not only with
regard to kosher food, but to Yiddishkeit as a whole.

The survivor explained that he was able to withstand all of
the pain and suffering only because he was raised in a home in
which commitment to kashrus was sacrosanct. He remembered that
once his father was quite ill, and the family fed him food that was of
questionable origin (the kashrus had not been confirmed). As a
result, when his father’s health returned, his father accepted upon
himself (as penance) to fast on Mondays and Thursdays. It was such
devotion that inspired his young son to keep kosher during the
entire Holocaust.

A father should make sure never to belittle a mitzvah,
custom, tradition, any Torah practice in general, especially when his
children are watching. Children have a habit of outdoing their
parents, by completely rejecting what their parents had only
belittled.

A father and mother, both of Chassidic persuasion, came to
Rav Gamliel to seek his counsel concerning their son who wanted to
shave his beard. They were pained by his decision, which would
bring tremendous shame and ridicule to their family. (In the
Chassidic community, shaving one’s beard is frowned upon. There is
an element of holiness to the beard, as expressed by the Zohar
HaKadosh. Therefore, when a boy of Chassidic upbringing shaves off
his beard, it is cause for concern.)

Rav Gamliel met with the boy and expressed to him the
pain that his decision was causing his parents. The boy responded
that he was only changing minhagim, customs. He would not shave
with a razor (which is prohibited), but with a shaver. From a halachic
standpoint, he was doing nothing wrong. “Regarding my family
customs,” the boy reiterated, “I have seen members of my own
family veer many times from their customs. Why should | be held to
a higher standard than they hold themselves? | am acting no
different than they are acting!”

Sadly, this boy’s claim was valid. By their own actions,
parents set the standard for their children to emulate. If the
standard is of a positive nature, we may hope that the child will
follow. If it is of a negative nature, all we can do is hope that for once
the child will “rebel.”

Rav Gamliel believes the challenges which seem to appear
in our generation may be attributed to a weakened and diminished
relationship between children and their grandparents. Such children
have not been raised to respect the past, to respect the world of
their grandparents. To them, their grandparents are mere relics of a
lost generation. If we link ourselves firmly to our parents and
grandparents, we may hope to see a continued relationship with our
children, grandchildren and beyond.

Horav Yaakov Galinsky, zl, relates the story of a young boy
who hailed from an unobservant home, who sought desperately to
alter his life’s trajectory by becoming frum, observant. He became
close to Rav Galinsky and slowly began performing mitzvos, until he
become completely observant. His parents did not take kindly to
their son’s religious transformation. Indeed, they were so furious
over their son’s gravitation to an archaic lifestyle that they actually
sued Rav Galinsky in court. They contended that by convincing their
son to become observant, he had damaged him irreparably.

Rav Galinsky was summoned to court. When the judge
explained the charges against him, Rav Galinsky vehemently denied
them. He insisted that he was instructing and encouraging the boy
to emulate his father, to actually follow in his footsteps. The judge
was puzzled. “How could this be?” he asked. Anyone could see that
the father was chiloni, totally secular, while his son dressed and
acted like a true ben Torah.

Peninim is published by Peninim Publications in conjunction with the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
© 2019 All Rights Reserved by Rabbi A. L. Scheinbaum
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Rav Galinsky explained, “This boy’s grandfather was
devoutly observant. He was meticulous in his mitzvah observance
and diligently studied Torah daily. His recalcitrant son, the boy’s
father, rebelled against his father’s principles and lifestyle. Thus, |
told the boy to act exactly as his father had acted. Just as he rebelled
against his father’s values and lifestyle, so should he.” The court was
impressed with Rav Galinsky’s argument and found him innocent of
any coercion.

NNKRN 2 e N7 2 D12 NN NNRTN ANRN 212 DNARY INRNI
PNX' DY 11 DY NXTN
So she said to Avraham, “Drive out this slavewoman with her son,

for the son of that slavewoman shall not inherit with my son, with
Yitzchak!” (21:10)

The Chazon Ish, zl, teaches that distancing a boy from
yeshivah, sending him away, is a dinei nefashos, life and death, issue.
A yeshivah that sends a student away due to its inability to deal with
him is similar to a hospital that refuses to treat a patient whose
illness is advanced. A maggid shiur in Yeshivas Porat Yosef
approached Horav Yehudah Tzadaka, zl, Rosh Yeshivah, with a
request that a certain student be asked to leave the yeshivah. Rav
Tzadaka asked the rebbe, “Did you pray for him? Did you fast for
him? First pray and fast for him and, then, if he does not change,
return to me, and | will address your request.”

In a similar incident, a maggid shiur asked his friend, who
was also a rebbe in the same yeshivah, “How do | rid myself of this
student? He is impossible. A day does not go by in which he does
not, in some way, ruin my shiur.” His friend countered, “If this boy
would have been your son, would you act likewise?” “Absolutely
not,” he replied. “I would do all that | could to turn him around. This
does not mean that this boy does not deserve to be ejected from
the yeshivah. It is just that, concerning my own son, | am prejudiced
(and | will go the extra mile to save him). His friend suggested,
“Come, let us ask a Rav concerning what is the correct and proper
way of dealing with this situation.” The Rav’s response was to be
expected (at least by anyone who understands the essence of the
rebbe-student relationship): “Anything that you would do for your
own son, you must for this boy as well.”

At times, in extreme situations, the rebbe might not be
innocent with regard to the student’s challenging behaviour and
attentiveness to learning. A particular boy quite possibly needs a
little extra attention from his rebbe. Love goes a long way in reaching
a student. If, for some reason, the rebbe holds back in establishing a
positive, caring relationship with his student, it is his fault that the
student is failing, and, thus, it is his responsibility to right the wrong
that he is allowing to occur. No student should become a victim of a
rebbe who has too much on his mind, and the rebbe is certainly
obligated to correct his mistake and repair the damage he has
initiated.

Horav Levi HaKohen Rabinowitz, zI, was a rebbe for thirty-
two years. He achieved distinction in the field of Torah chinuch,
education, not only because of his expertise, but because of his
abiding love of and devotion to each and every student. He became
a resource for rebbeim, schools and parents throughout Eretz
Yisrael. Many wondered: What was his secret? Discipline was never
an issue in his class. His relationship with his students endured a
lifetime. How did he do it?

Rather than focus on his unusual positive character traits
and fear of Heaven, | cite from his son’s (Rav Gamliel) tribute to him
as a mechanech, educator: “My father spent many hours davening
for the success of his students, crying copious tears to Hashem,
pleading that He enable this child to succeed in becoming a Torah
scholar with fear of Heaven!

“This was obvious during recess, when most rebbeim
would tend to various errands and school work or just rest a bit. He
would sit in his classroom, take out his Tehillim, and pray to Hashem
for the success of his students. This was his secret!”

DNAN NX N0 D'P')an N8N DMATN DX '

And it happened after these things that Hashem tested Avraham.
(22:1)

Our Patriarch, Avraham Avinu, had been tested ten times
by Hashem as a means of confirming his commitment and as a
vehicle for proclaiming to the world his abiding devotion to Hashem.
Hashem was now asking him to sacrifice his only son, whom he
loved with a love that went beyond words. Actually, Avraham had
already proven his commitment to Hashem, when he relinquished
his life as he was prepared to die in the fiery cauldron of Uhr Kasdim.
How often did Avraham have to prove his willingness to sacrifice on
behalf of Hashem? Mesiras nefesh, self-sacrifice, is a spiritual staple
which is the barometer of Jewish commitment. It appears that our
Patriarch could not prove his commitment in one trial. He required
ten trials. Why is this?

Horav Yaakov Yitzchak Halevi Ruderman, zl, explains that
the test of the Akeidah, Binding of Yitzchak, did not only concern
mesiras nefesh. It was a greater test than even relinquishing one’s
life. The test of the Akeidah determined how far Avraham would go
to give up his love (son). He waited for one hundred years to hold his
Yitzchak, his son, heir, successor. Finally, he was blessed with a child,
not just any child, but Yitzchak. One can only imagine the
overreaching love that Avraham had for Yitzchak. There could be no
love stronger, deeper, more powerful and all-encompassing than
Avraham manifested for Yitzchak. Hashem tested Avraham to see if
the love he had for Hashem superseded the love he had for Yitzchak.
Hashem was teaching Avraham that there can be no love in the
world that competes with the love one must have for Hashem. The
Akeidas Yitzchak demanded of Avraham to demonstrate to the world
that the love he had for Hashem transcended even the love he had
for Yitzchak. Ahavas Hashem, love of the Almighty, must be the
paradigm of unsurpassed love.

Va’ani Tefillah

12'pN T 1021p ynw
Shema koleinu Hashem Elokeinu.
Hear our voices, Hashem, our G-d.

While voice focuses on sound, rather than words of
supplication, Dovid Hamelech (Sefer Tehillim 6:9) teaches us that
sound accompanied by tears has greater efficiency. Ki shoma
Hashem kol bichyee, “For Hashem has heard the sound of my
weeping.”

Shlah HaKadosh derives from here that sincere tears add to
the prayer that one recites, making them more effective. Even if
someone is not up to weeping, he should pray in a voice expressive
of suffering or woe, which sounds like weeping. The mood created
by the added weeping/plaintive voice arouses the supplicant to feel
a sense of total dependence on Hashem. This is how one pleads to
Hashem, knowing with certainty that no human or other entity has
the power to help him without the will of Hashem. If we would learn
to direct our prayers to Hashem from the very onset, rather than
seek “outside” help, and then when all else fails turn to Hashem, the
results would quite possibly be different.

The numerical equivalent (Gematria) of bechi, weeping, is
the same as that of lev, heart. Horav Yonasan Eibeshutz, zl, observes
from this that tears which are shed during prayer are indicative of
prayer that is heartfelt and emanates from the heart.
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Kinder Torakh..

Parashas Vayera
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Bibur Cholim

“«
s/ou shall follow after Hashem your

G-d” (Devarim 13:5). The Gemora (Sota
14a) explains that we must emulate
Hashem’s middos (character traits).
Hashem visits the sick, so too we must
visit the sick. The very first verse in this
week’s parasha tells about Hashem’s visit
to Avraham Avinu. “Hashem appeared to
him in the plains of Mamre ...” (Bereshis
18:1). Avraham Avinu was ill, recuperat-
ing from his bris milah. Rashi explains that
Hashem was mevaker choleh (visiting the
sick).

Let us listen to what our sages have to

say about the mitzvah of bikur cholim.
The first Mishnah in Mesecta Peah states
that bikur cholim is one of the mitzvos for
which a person receives reward both in
this world and the next. What is that re-
ward? Hashem will guard him from the
yetzer hara (evil inclination), protect him
from suffering, bestow honor upon him,
and give him beloved friends. Visiting a
sick person removes 1/60 of his suffering.
The visitor prolongs the person’s life.
There is no limit to the number of times
that one can visit a sick person - even 100
times a day! (Gemora Nedarim 39b-40a).
The Shechina (Divine Presence) rests
above the head of a sick person (Rashi -
Bereshis 47:31).

Kinderlach . . .

“Oy vey, | feel so sick. | am weak, achy,
and tired. | cannot eat regular food. |
must lie in bed all day. It’s no fun being
sick.” “Knock, knock.” “Who’s at the
door? Oh hello Shloimie! It’s great to see
you! How thoughtful of you to visit me!
You’ve brightened up my whole day!”
Kinderlach, that is what a visit does for a
sick person. Our sages have shown us the
great rewards that we receive for this
wonderful mitzvah. The next time a friend
or family member is sick, go to visit him.
Bring him a gift. Sit with him, talk to him,
and help care for him. You will make him
so happy. That will make you happy. And
it will make Hashem very happy.

“You don’t go to the same shul every
time to daven?”

“Not really Yanky. Should 1?”

“Avraham Avinu davened in a makom
kavuah (fixed place).”

“How do you know that?”

“The Torah says, ‘Avraham arose early in
the morning to the place where he had
stood before Hashem’ (Bereshis 19:27).
The Gemora explains that he prayed in
the same place as before (Berachos 6b).”
“Still, what is so important about that?”
“The Gemora adds that the G-d of Avra-
ham will help anyone who fixes a place
for

davening. When he passes away they will
say, ‘What a kind and righteous person.’
Also, his enemies will fall before him.”
“That is especially important in these
times, when our enemies threaten us from
all sides.”

“Exactly, Shimi. Tefillos (prayers) always
help. However, when you daven in a
makom kavuah they help even more.”

The two boys watch as the fire furiously
devours all of the weeds. Then, as quickly
as it began, the fire dies down.

[CHC RSB SR: S}

Rav Moshe Chaim Luzatto, in his classic

mussar (character improvement) work,
“Mesillas Yesharim,” explains the middah
(character trait) of zerizus (quickness).
There are two aspects to zerizus. One,
before you begin the mitzvah. Hurry to
start performing a mitzvah. If you delay,
you may lose the opportunity. There are
many obstacles to prevent you from do-
ing the mitzvah. Two examples are lazi-
ness, and getting involved with other
things. The second aspect of zerizus is to
finish a mitzvah as quickly as possible.
One should not rush through a mitzvah
haphazardly; however, one should not
waste time in finishing it properly. Obsta-
cles may arise to prevent you from finish-
ing. Rav Luzzato compares one who per-
forms a mitzvah to a burning fire. He
should proceed along quickly (as a fire
spreads quickly) and should not rest until
he has completed the mitzvah (just as a
fire continues burning until all of the fuel
is consumed).

“A
nd Avraham rushed to the tent to

Sara and said, ‘Quickly knead and bake
cakes (for our guests).” And Avraham ran
to the cattle, took a tender good ox, gave
it to the lad and he hurried to prepare
it” (Bereshis 18:6,7). Avraham Avinu
shows us how to perform a mitzvah.
With tremendous zerizus.

Kinderlach . . .

Last week we spoke about how tefillos
help prevent trouble from coming. Now
we see how to make our tefillos most ef-
fective. Daven in the same place. It is even
a halacha in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
90:19. Do your part to help defeat the
enemies of the Jewish people. Daven in a
makom kavuah.
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A Fixed Place

“Mere are you going, Shimi?”

“l am going to shul to daven, Yanky.”
“But aren’t you going the wrong way?”
“There is another shul over here that | am
going to today.”

Don’t Delay
“Mat’s that smell?”

“Something is burning. Look! Over there!
A fire!”

The two boys run over to the empty lot to
see dry weeds going up in flames.

“Look, the fire is spreading quickly! All of
the weeds will soon be burning!”

Kinderlach . . .

“Imma, the Shabbos meal was out-
standing. Thank you.” “You’re welcome,
kinderlach. Now that you have thanked
me, let’s thank the One Who made this all
possible, Hashem, by saying the blessings
(Bircas Hamazone).” “I can wait, Imma. |
want to sit on the sofa first.” “And | want
to talk with my friend.” “Kinderlach, don’t
put off starting this most important mitz-
vah. You may get busy and forget about
it. Or you may fall asleep. Either way, you
will lose the mitzvah. Mitzvos are more
valuable than diamonds. If there was a
diamond lying in the street, would you
run to pick it up before anyone else?”
“Sure, Imma.” “Then don’t be lazy about
your mitzvos.” “Boruch Atto Hashem...”
“Kinderlach, your blessings are music to
my ears.”

All rights reserved to the author ** Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1096#
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He Saw — And He Really Saw

38:2 “nww nanl X111 KW'
X2'l,1'7v n'ay) n'wax”

@ “He lifted his eyes and saw:

And behold! Three men were standing over

”

him, and he saw...” The previous Posuk
says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu revealed
Himself to Avrohom Avinu. Here the Posuk
says that he lifted his eyes and he saw.
What is the Torah teaching us by telling us
these apparently superfluous words?

Why does the Posuk say, “x2”
twice? The first time it says it one should
understand the regular P’shat of the word,
“N” and he saw physically. The second
time the word is used here is to convey the
message that he “understood.” He observed
that they were standing in one spot, and he
“understood” that they did not wish to
trouble him. ("vN)

“N1” is a Loshon of Simcha, as it
says in the Medrash Shocher Tov 75.
Perhaps that is why the Torah repeats the
word, “§N2” here — it is to teach us that
Avrohom was exceedingly joyous seeing the
people and thinking that he would be able
to be Mekayeim the Mitzvah of Hachnosas
Orchim. Avrohom saw the guests, and he
ran joyously towards them to be Mekayeim
a Mitzvah. (97 waT)

“INNY'LL,70RN NN9N DNRIPZ7 Y1 XY
AN’ — “He saw, and he ran toward them
from the entrance of his tent, and bowed
toward the ground.” The word “x1” is extra
here, for there is no need to tell us he saw,
when it already told us earlier in the Posuk
and here it is telling us that he ran toward
them. We can explain this based on the
P’shat from the Alshich. He explains that
Avrohom saw them from afar, he looked
away, and a moment later they were
standing near him. Avrohom was perplexed
how did he not see them coming close to
him? Avrohom thought to himself that they
are either very speedy people, or Malachim.
Avrohom Avinu feared that if they were in
fact very speedy people, if he did not keep
his eyes on them, in one moment, they will
head quickly in a certain direction, and he
will not know which direction they headed
and will therefore have no way of tracking
them down. “ya1 X217 — Avrohom saw them
as he ran toward them — he kept them in his
vision at all times to ensure that he did not
lose the potential Mitzvah of Hachnosas
Orchim. (In"72x NYTX)

Why does the Posuk need to tell
us, “Iy xwv” — and he lifted his eyes — why
not just tell us as it says right after, “x21” —
“And he saw?”
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Avrohom was distressed over that
fact that he did not have any guests to tend
to — he could not perform the Mitzvah of
Hachnosas Orchim. Being that Hashem
saw how distressed he was over not being
able to perform this Mitzvah, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu sent him Malachim in the image
of men. The Posuk is telling us, “1ny xyv” —
it is only because Avrohom raised his eyes,
he so desperately wanted to fulfill the
Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim, that, “x21” —
Hashem sent him Malachim in the guise of
men — and therefore he saw them.

Avrohom saw “men” but they were
in fact Malachim. It says in Shemos
Rabbah that when Moshe went up into
Shomayim, the Malachim wanted to harm
him. Hakodosh Boruch Hu made Moshe’s
face look like the face of Avrohom.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu told the Malachim —
“Aren’t you embarrassed that you wanted to
harm him — didn’t you go down to the world
and below and eat in his home?” What was
the point that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was
making that the Malachim ate in the house
of Avrohom? Through the great Kedusha of
Avrohom Avinu, he elevated the food to a
food of Ruchniyos, that was therefore edible
as food for the Malachim. This
demonstrates the potential greatness of
man, that he can take that which is
mundane, great
Kedusha. Being that man can accomplish
that, tells us that man is worthy of being
Mekabel the Torah. Therefore, the
Malachim were not to harm Moshe, and
should allow him to take the Torah. (nw
|IN09K)

If one always gazes at those who
are beneath him, it is not possible for him to
be humble. For he always sees the
weaknesses of those below him, and sees
himself as superior to them — this person
will certainly not be humble, and will
become arrogant. However, one who always

and elevate it into

gazes at those who are greater than him in
Ruchniyos, then he certainly can become
humble, for he will always see his own
weaknesses versus the people greater than
him, and this will cause him to be humble.
One should always place his focus on those
greater than himself in Ruchniyos. It is
known that if one performs a Mitzvah in
Olam Hazeh, that there was a Tzaddik in
previous generations who was extremely
careful with that particular Mitzvah. The
spark of that Tzaddik comes from that
Mitzvah, and assists the person in the
performance of that Mitzvah. The Arizal

NNYY NRID NIDTY
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once stood up for his Talmid, R’ Chaim
Vital, when he walked into the room. R’
Chaim Vital was baffled as to why his
Rebbe would stand up for him, and he asked
his Rebbe why this day was different than
every other day, in that the Rebbe stood up
for his Talmid? The Arizal answered that
he was not getting up for R’ Chaim Vital,
rather he was getting up for yTIn' |2 1IN,
There are three Tzaddikim who are
specifically praised for the Midah of
Anavah, humility: Avrohom Avinu, Moshe
Rabbeinu, and Dovid Hamelech.

Another way to remain humble is
to remember that one was born from a
putrid drop, and will end up in the ground
after death. “x1 1y xwv” — If one will
accustom himself to raise his eyes, to
always focus on those who are greater than
himself, he will come to the Midah of
Anavah, and will be Zoche, “nw2¢ nini
D'wiX” — to have these three great
Tzaddikim, Avrohom, Moshe, and Dovid,
“I'7y D'av)” — to assist him in the Mitzvos he
does. In addition to one acting with the
Midah of Anavah with his fellow man, one
must also act with Anavah in his Tefilos.
One should not say to Hakodosh Boruch Hu
that he should receive reward due to his
Zechusim, rather he should speak like the
Tzaddikim and ask, “32'va |n mxxn X1 DX —
“If T can please find favor in Your eyes” —
meaning that I am not entitled to any
goodness in this world, but even though I
don’t deserve it that I should somehow find
favor in the eyes of the Ribbono Shel Olam,
and receive it anyways. (In12)

Avrohom was a true Eved Hashem
and sought to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu at
all times. Avrohom Avinu was receiving the
greatest honor, the Shechina was being
revealed to him, yet he was not content with
that. He did not become arrogant and think
he did it, as if he reached the pinnacle of
Avodas Hashem. Rather, he was always
looking up — always looking up towards
Hashem, to see how he could serve Him.
While he was receiving this honor, he saw
what looked like guests. That meant
another opportunity to potentially serve
Hashem, and he did so. The way to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is through humility,
and always looking up towards Hashem,
striving for more and more opportunity to
serve Him. May we be Zoche to take this
lesson from Avrohom Avinu, that we should
always be “looking up” — looking for more
ways to improve ourselves and become
better Ovdei Hashem.

mail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER

In the parsha of the Akaidah there is a recurring phrase of I"Tn' 1271 and they walked together. In the first time that it appears
(Bereishis 22,6) the passuk says that Avraham took the wood for the korban and he placed it on Yitzchak his son, he took the fire, the
knife, and they walked together. The second time this same phrase was written is only two pessukim later where Avraham answered
Yitzchak's question to his father where is the animal for the sacrifice? With Avraham's answer to his son that Hashem will show us
the korban, the dialogue ends again with I'Tn' bn"aw 12'7'1. The third time we find this phrase of walking together is after the Akaidah
when Avraham returns to Eliezer and Yishmael who did not ascend the mountain. They left Har Hamoriya and traveled towards
Be'ar Sheva whereupon the Torah describes their departure as 1Tn* 127'1.

Anyone who learns Chumash with a depth realizes that a three time repetition of a phrase in the same parsha is conveying a theme
that runs throughout. Especially a phrase such as ours AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER used three times during one episode begs one
to seek a deeper meaning into this phrase than merely to tell us that they walked as a group. What is this theme and meaning that
the Torah is revealing to us through this repetitive and even back to back description of the two walking together?

The Torah commands the Yid to love Hashem 7 TXn 721. Rashi brings two interpretations to the word 7TXn. One pshat is money,
and the second is nT. Let us focus on the second interpretation. The lashon of Rashi is to love Hashem 17 TTInw nTni n 752
with any middah that he directs towards you, whether it comes in the form of apparent good, or even if it appears punitive. In both
situations we must strive to accept and perceive them as coming from Hashem our benefactor from the one who loves us and
therefore we should love Him for what He does. A hint to this derasha is that the gematriah of 3T8n 722 "1n' nann1 (+4 words)
equals 17 TTIMW TNl ™ 722, 561. For if one can come to the clear realization that everything Hashem does is for your good
because the purpose of creation is for Him to be a 2'un, then you will live with inner peace and with much less anxiety. This emunah
is hinted in the end beracha of Shemoneh Esrai Di7w2a 7' My NX Nann. In this word Di'7wa there is an allusion to the emunah
of 7 Txn 22 for the acronym of % TTIMW NI nTn 731 is niYwa.

The Avos are called D' as Billam himself requested that he should die the death of the Avos who are called n"w'. The passuk says
(Tehillim 25,8) 7772 n')kvN NI' |2 7V 'n w1 210 Hashem is good and straight. The juxtaposition of these two middos, demonstrate
that one who is good is also straight for the crooked and off the straight path, suggest evil and wrongdoing. Since Hashem manifests
these two qualities, He therefore redirects the sinners to return on the straight path so they will also return to do good. The Avos
were believers and identified with Hashem's goodness and Yashrus in creation of the world, so they too were called n"w'. The title
D" is also gematriah 561 the same as 17 TTMW aTni a7 732, The Avos were able to perceive that what seemed punitive and
harsh is really an expression of Hashem's love to us as Dovid Hamelech wrote XO7X N'In DWAI KXNK [12'1 DX that even if | encounter
tzaros and agony | call these episodes expressions of Hashem's name n'In which means compassion and rachmanus (Devarim 6,5
Rashi).

Now let us revisit this seemingly repetitious phrase and realize that it is not superfluous at all but rather very informative within the
theme of loving Hashem with 7Txkn 722. This tenth pinnacle test to Avraham was not merely indicative of his willingness to sacrifice
Yitzchak, but whether he would go about it with total acceptance and emunah. That this seemingly harsh decree of sacrificing his
only son was concealing Hashem's deep rachmanus for his benefit, and therefore he was to rejoice in its fulfilment. As Avraham is
taking the wood the fire and the knife, the Torah relates 1Tn' nnaw 12'7'1 AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER. They walked as one with
the same mind and heart set. Yitzchak, who was still unaware that he was the human sacrifice who Avraham was about to place
upon the alter, was filled with such excitement and appreciation that he would be able to be able to participate in sacrificing a
korban to Hashem on the place of the future Bais Hamikdash. The passuk of 1TN" is telling us that just as Yitzchak was experiencing a

RAMAPOST AInannl
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state of euphoria so too Avraham was joyous that he was given the opportunity to show his love to Hashem by sacrificing his son
Yitzchak as the korban. Hashem is good and He can only ask from me actions that can only benefit me even though the goodness of
the results cannot be detected or observed immediately. AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER.

In the following scene we find Avraham disclosing to Yitzchak the real purpose of their ascent to Har Hamoriya which is to sacrifice
him not a lamb. The Torah does not record any reaction to Yitzchak's hearing this sudden stark reality of him being the human
sacrifice, a act which went against everything that he was taught from his father and against the middah of chesed of his father. The
only recorded reaction of the Torah is AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER. This time however it is Yitzchak who walked together with
Avraham. Just as Avraham was happy to perform such a sacrifice to Hashem, Yitzchak even with the awareness that he is the
Korban, he too was also joyous. AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER. The theme of pnx"I Danax 170’ 1D'7'1 with the four words equals
56117 TTMW nTni nTn 722. Both of them were at the emunah level to love Hashem with all their Txn even at the trying ordeal of
sacrificing Yitzchak as a korban.

The Akaidah means to bind together specifically tying Yitzchak's hands and feet behind himself. However, there are different levels
on how to understand the context of the various bindings that took place during this test. Avraham was first bound to Yitzchak with
the same heart level of simcha and then Yitzchak was bound together with Avraham's heart of joy for this opportunity of fulfilling
such a demonstration of love to Hashem. In Shema the two names of Hashem 17'7x 'n representing the middah of strictness and the
middah of rachamanus are bound together in the words of TNX n'In that even the din is rachamim. This is part and parcel of the
NT'7Y the binding of these two names together by Avraham and Yitzchak. This can be seen in the hinting of the gematriah that
DTV equals TN 722 'A"7X NN that even when receiving the middas Hadin one must love Hashem with that middah as well.

Now we can come to the third time this phrase was used in the parsha of the Akaidah. When Avraham returns to Yishmael and
Eliezer who accompanied them to the mountain but remained down for they did not merit seeing the cloud hanging over the
mountain, the passuk says ITn' 12'7'1 AND THEY WALKED TOGETHER. The Torah writes this third walk together in order to explain the
humility and non haughtiness of Avraham after achieving the greatness of passing the tenth test. There was no trophy or ribbon
ceremony awaiting him on his return as would be present by record breakers and heroes. Avraham was as humble as one could be
as he previously described his character as 19XI 19y IX. After his return he walked together with the two individuals who hadn't
the faintest idea with what just transpired on top of the mountain, an event which would affect the destiny of Am Yisrael and the
world forever. Avraham didn't brag or raise his nose at them and say now | must keep different company because of my new
acquired prestige in the eyes of the Creator of the universe. Avraham walked together with them as if he was unaffected by the
Akaida just as them, except their same state stemmed from the lack of knowledge.

This last 1Tn' 12711 is also a fulfillment of 7 TRn 722 7'#7X 'n NanKI. The word Txn besides meaning money and middah, can also be
interpreted as the middah of humility. This we can see from Chazal who say (Avos 4,4) nin 79w "n TN TXN one should be
extremely humble. The word Txn symbolizes humility for it shares the same letters as DTX who comes from the nnTX earth, which
is the lowest of the four elements of creation. n*nn 727 19y> w91l Therefore the Torah in the passuk of Nanxiis relating to us that
even if one serves Hashem 722% 722 with all his heart like an Avraham Avinu upon whom the passuk says 7'19%7 [AN1 1227 NX NXxNI,
and he serves Hashem with w91 732 as Yitzchak at the Akaidah willing to give up his life, nevertheless the Torah commands to love
Hashem with all your T8n your humility and not become complacent in your avodah because you reached a plateau of spiritual
greatness. Yaakov who's facial countenance was that of Adam Harishon said to Hashem n'wynn 75n 'mioj (Bereishis 32,1).

As for a summation of this mamar, we can say that the Akaidah attained its spiritual success because of these three bindings of 127"
1'7n* all which share the theme of loving Hashem with all 7T&n. To summarize that in gematriah, 131" plus three times the word
1"TN* add up to nTRY. The Akaidah is all about a WALKING TOGETHER that nourishes and breeds spiritual growth. May all our walks
together accomplish the same spiritual loftiness as the ITn' of the Akaidah. 1ITN* MW nnnMa X "N 1912 (Tehillim 34,4).
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam N " OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogood4(@gmail.com
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Mezuzot, and Megillot. = SAME DAY SERVICE ¢ g St ad R ELDER LAW MEDICAID PLANNING
o PROBATE ESTATE PLANNING

TRUST ADMINISTRATION SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
HALACHIC WILLS ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Haas, Esq Ari J. Zaltz, Esq

Reserve Online

www.RocklandTransfers.com H aas 65' Zaltz . L L P

Call / Text
845.425.3900 | INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM

(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DRIVE | SUITE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
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