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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

A s we learn in the parsha of the first seven
Makkos, we are drawn again to our

childhood memories of the first time we
heard, breathless and in absolute fascination,
from our teachers. That was great then, but we
all need to learn, to ponder, and try mightily
to really understand it as adults. I promise you,
dear readers, that EVEN reading through this
article will leave us short of the ultimate goal, but
hopefully it will be a start.

Many Mefarshim create an equation that,
at least for me, opens up a door to allow a mere
glimpse into areas that we can only hope one day
to be allowed to view the treasures inside. The
equation is that the 10 makkos correspond to
the 10 Maamaros of o%pn X121 mnkn owya, the
words that Hashem used to create the world, and
the Makkos led to the mnatn mwy, which was the
purpose of the entire o¥n nxy as foretold to nwn
at the mo. We imagine this to mean that the world
was created to be the platform where there would
be nrow »bm, a revelation of G-dliness, where ym
mbyn Anx 2 Mwe 53; known to EVERYONE. The
ten Makkos were sent to refresh that nimx in the
world, and we are therefore charged to tell our
descendants - 731121 12 - every year to accomplish
the end goal of 'n»1x »3 ony™ (x> mnw) to know '
and follow in his mnat1 — which means directing
behavior, being led to serve 'n. These are all
lessons in comprehending the nrow to the best of
our abilities. (See Maran Harav Moshe Shapiro

VOL. 1/ISSUE 69 X”apnaw ’3

in mmw opnynn pg. 159 based on the Maharal in
'1'n ' mmaa)

There are also lessons in the wain mma of
man - his weaknesses, his ego, his insolence and
his arrogance, amongst others. We, sadly, know
them all too well.

Let me share with you something that I
never knew until this year. This reminds me that
I should also listen to all of the advice that I offer.
The Makkah of o1 should have been enough to
convince Pharoah to send Klal Yisroel out of omn.
Every drop of water, even dew, turned to blood
and ONLY buying water from a Jew would allow
them a drink. Jews made money -1wyn o7 nann
bx1w» (Shmos Rabbah 9:10) a business taken over
by Poland Springs - does anyone remember when
we all drank water from the sink? Let’s examine
the Pesukim; in 7:22 it says nyan 25 prn and then
it says (7:23) nxr> 031125 nw X5 107 5X XM Ayao 197,
Pharaoh turned and came home and he also
ignored (or failed to take to heart) this Makka.
What happened when he came home? Rav Meir
Simcha, (See Darash Mordechai pg. 73 who later
found this novel idea in the Medrash Hagadol -
29) says a wirn: The Makkah of o7 did not affect
Pharoah’s house - his water remained water -
because every Mitzri had to pay for his water, but
Pharoah already paid “his dues” by raising nwn in
his palace. He had his own anti-bodies to the o1.
What a wrrn in the facts, and what an insight into

VH JLNODAYT

Pharoah’s and man’s character. His whole country -
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chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the
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lity have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

is suffering, parched and broke but being that
everything is perfect in his own home, he therefore
takes nothing to heart. There is a Vort attributed
to Rav Mottel Katz, Telzer Rosh Yeshiva, that what
impressed Pharoah about Yosef’s interpretation
of his dreams, in contrast to the others (seven
daughters etc.), was that Yosef understood
that a Melech dreams about the welfare of his
constituents, the people that rely on him, and not
about his own personal well-being. That is the
mark of greatness by any leader, any »mn; who are
your dreams about, as Chazal explain that certain
dreams are attributed to your daytime thoughts
are. Pharoah realized that in Yosef, and therefore
gave him the position of authority to care for
others.

There is another lesson into the essence of
man. Pharoah has the sensitivity to understand
the quality of a Melech, to be constantly aware of
his dependents’ needs. This disappears when his
kingdom is threatened by the exodus of millions
from his work force, and then, his care becomes
self-centered, only directed inwards. I told this
Vort to a Chashuveh Yid from Eretz Yisroel, and
he wisely added that a part of the 5y wn 15n opn
omyn who did not know Yosef — was that he did
not just to forget the MAN YOSEF but also the
lesson and the expertise that YOSEF displayed in
his awareness of royalty.

We have another example of this closer to
home. The Gemara in Moed Katan (26A) relates
that King Yehoyakum had them read the first

draft of n»x nban that Yirmiyahu wrote. When
they read 112 naw» nx, alas, she sits in solitude,
Yehoyakums response was xa5n xix, but I'm still
king. When they read “She weeps bitterly in the
night”, he said but I am still king. He had the same
response to nyn o 1o and “The roads of Zion of
mourning” - x35n xix. But when they read my v
wx1H, her adversaries have become her master’s -
meaning he would lose his throne - that is when
he cut out all the names of Hashem and burned
them in the fire (See Tosfos sv 2¥p). Certainly not
the approach for a Melech of Yisroel.

That level of caring and concern is a
responsibility to everyone that is given this task -
NOT JUST a 15n, but a father, a mother, a Rebbe, a
Menahel, a boss. Really great people have it. They
know when to allow their ego to govern and when
to shut it down and focus on others. It is a quality
we all need to admire and strive for.

May we all be Zoche.

Among those that are nyw > noyn.

>R YNV

/w/f b prD
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World

JANUARY 16

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

#006

Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Va'’era — Choice and Change: The Pharaoh Conundrum

here are certain topics in Jewish thought that

have had an extended shelf life. Generation after

generation going back for some 2,000 years pick
up the mantle of debate from their predecessors and
continue to question and prod in order to come to
some meaningful resolution. In a way it’s like a giant
unending relay race in which the Tenaim pass along
the baton to the Amoraim who relay it to the Geonim,
Rishonim and Acharonim and then on to us. The notion
is at once awe inspiring while also quite humbling.

The specific issue in question are the parameters of
man’s free choice especially as it relates to Pharaoh
seemingly having free choice removed from him. We
are all familiar with the pesukim from which this issue
stems - (A:T NINW) NY1D 17 NN NW7R X1 - And T will
harden Pharaoh’s heart, 127 NN '"NT7120 "IN D For I have
hardened his heart, NV 17 nX ’'n 7N - And G-d
hardened Pharaoh’s heart (11:1) - all paint the picture
of HKB’H stripping this leader of his choice.

The philosophical implications of this hardening are of
course enormous. This is how the Midrash records the
difficulty:

[''A7 N9 [INDD N2 NI 21 1NN - 127 X 'ATIN "IN D
NUYD NWY'Y AN NN N7 117

For I have hardened his heart - Rabbi Yochanan said:
Does this not provide heretics with an opportunity
to open their mouths to say that he had no means of
repenting. (Shenos Rabbah 13:3)

As mentioned, this conundrum of G-d stripping Nv19
of free-choice and then punishing him for his inevitable
decisions has been a source of energetic debate for the
last millennia.

While almost all of the Rishonim address this in one
way or another I would like to focus on the position of
the Rambam. Maimonides speaks at length about the
absolute prerequisite of man’s freedom of choice and

PARSHAS VA’ERA 1
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that the very notions of repentance and reward and
punishment rests on the indisputable and unassailable
presence of N'w5N N1'N1. The language of the Rambam
is striking:

10XIY DI¥ANLNIND HAY ¥ID1 RN 7iT3 7Y 2717
DM2T) 2'N ."D¥ND X DD 397 'AN) AR (10 7 0M2T)
.DDT'2 MYNNY 1Ni73 "0 01197 [N DX X" (D X!
D310 |2 NYIV 0T 13 NWYAN NIYY7 DT YON!Y 7D
o'yl

And, this matter is a great and component part, the very
pillar of the Torah and its precepts, even as it is said:
“See, I have set before thee this day life and good,
and death and evil” (Deut. 30.15), and it is, moreover,
written: “Behold, I set before you this day a blessing
and curse” (Ibid. 11.26). This is as if saying, the power
is in your hand, and whatever human activity man may
be inclined to carry on he has a free will to elect either
good or evil. (Hilchos Teshuva 5:3)

The language of the Rambam in saying that free choice
a ‘foundation’ of the Torah is so remarkable that there
are those who have asked why it is not listed among his
thirteen principles of faith. The Rambam continues in
this vein throughout the entire fifth chapter of hilchos
teshuva and into the sixth chapter at which juncture the
plot begins to thicken. The Rambam had already said
that free choice is absolutely sacrosanct but now he
seems to sing a slightly different tune. He writes that:

T2 |21y TV 0'21 0'RYN IR 7173 YD DTX RONY 1WONI
17X D'RON 7Y XVIND DTN (V1D X' N3 [T 1997

7 'N1N 'Y NHYAD AN 'VIIAY INYTH 1i¥)12 NUYY
NI73 ... .NYYY IRLND TN A 1T iV 217 DY
NHYAN [N YIR742'NNIY TV VEID742701 DII¥I21NON
DYZR INI" (XD T NINW) MR 24N 72'97 .NDIAN N'DY
030 717 VDI Q7NA iNXVA XONY '97."1V19 27 DX
VINT |70 N1 ."i7 DR2NM1 N2n" (' X NINW) 10N ivINa
13AN Y1934 TV 110N NHYAN

The choice to repent, claims the Rambam, is always

OO



Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

present until it isn’t. There are those people who have
consciously, brazenly, and unrepentantly thrown off the
yoke of heaven until i7 |'n1N 'Rl NMYND 22N 'VNiRY
iveinn 211Y7 nie - teshuva is withheld from that person
so that he ultimately dies in this state of sin. NV says
the Rambam is an example of such a person.

The problem with this position of the Rambam is
threefold. The first is that the Rambam himself lists the
twenty-four different types of people who lose their
share in the world to come. At the end of that list the
Rambam writes that:

N0 O7IV7 770 17 'Y 1780 TDX 798 DHAX 02T NAR2
N1YN 7V2 NN D VYN 1 DX 72N NHUND N71 DRYD
NHYND 191 TRIVY ITTAT |'RY RID D71V 130 AT 10
7Y3192179%

Inother words that even though there are certain people
for whom olam habbah should be taken away from, if
they choose to do teshuva, they still merit the world to
come. The Rambam is clearly stating that teshuva is not
held back from even the worst of sinners

Secondly, the Rishonim point out that individuals such
as Achav and Menashe eventually did teshuva. It is hard
to make an argument that these two were qualitatively
any better than Pharaoh, yet the gates of teshuva were
opened for them but not for him. Why should that be
the case?

Lastly, I have always been bothered by what seems to
be an internal weakness in the position of the Rambam.
On the one hand free choice is established as an ‘amud’
- an unshakeable foundation of our belief system. Then
in the very next breath, the Rambam says that this is
only true for certain people, but if you are truly wicked
then HKB’H takes away that right to choose. Seemingly
the absolute sine quo non of free choice should preclude
its removal.

The totality of these questions led the Abarbanel to say
about this position of the Rambam that his position was

TNN AWZIT 78R NI
(This position) is strange and foreign to me

How do we resolve the Rambam? How could we claim
that teshuvais always an option, witness the repentance
of the worst scoundrels known to man, claim that free
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choice is immutable and then also state that for certain
people G-d has removed that choice??

A number of years ago I thought of the following
approach in the Rambam and was gratified to see that
Nehama Leibowitz Z’'L seems to have said the same.

These pages are not the place to get into a lengthy
discussion about free choice but both in the works of
Jewish thinkers and in the pages of philosophy the
question has been posed as to how truly free a human
being really is. Is man’s behavior completely determined
by him or are their forces of predeterminism that dictate
most of man’s behavior? Where one comes from,
their upbringing, personality, the circumstances and
expectations of his/her life and all of one’s past choices
all conspire to, if not eliminate free choice, severely limit
its scope. Famously, Rav Dessler compares this reality
to the image of a football field in which the only areas
of choice, and hence the only areas in which a person
receives reward and punishment are the few yards in
front of him. What is both behind the person or too far
in the distance is not subject to man’s free choice - free
choice is limited to a relatively small swath of land in the
individual’s personal landscape.

When the Torah says that G-d hardened nv19’s heart
what is being conveyed is that due to the past decisions
that Pharaoh had made, due to himbecomingentrenched
in a certain position, due to his drawing lines in the sand
and needing to save face - due to all of that he no longer
really had genuine free choice as to whether he should
release Am Yisroel. His own behavior eliminated any
chance for allowing a truly thoughtful and unimpeded
decision in an area that had become so personal.

The Rambam himself seems to say as much. He writes
that:

NA 1Ni72 "2NDN 12T NI (T N1 D'7'AN) 1IXRY DT |2
N7X NHUDN YINT 'RYN 740713 7RI XN NIWY7 NN
XD NTVIXIIRITORY TV T2 YD NN

“Allow my spirit to uphold me”, That is allow my spirit to
do your will and do not allow my sins to turn me away
and prevent me from doing teshuva. Rather, let the
initiative to always remain with me, for me to be able to
come back and understand and know the oath of truth...

OO
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A careful reading of the Rambam and specifically the
words 'RON 7 107! 7RI 'VIN7 N2UWAN indicates that
at stake is not that HKB’H has created a blockade to
teshuva but a recognition that it is man in fact who
through their choices have prevented the opportunities

for growth and for return.

If this understanding of the Rambam is correct how
would we correlate this man centered hardening with
the pesukim that indicate that it was G-d who was the
nwin?

Nehama Leibowitz writes the following:

‘God did not force Pharaoh to choose evil. It was
Pharaoh’s own doing. Once he persisted in his course
of action it became more and more irresistible. God had
built this response, as it were, into man’s make-up. The
more he sins, the more his sins act as a barrier between
him and repentance.

It wasn’t G-d who hardened Pharaoh’s heart per se.
he simply placed into man’s nature that one’s choices
ultimately makes free choice in future decisions near
impossible. While, in all honesty, this may not be the
simple peshat in the pesukim, on a conceptual level I
believe the point is indisputable - man is the agent for
limiting his own bechirah. Furthermore, this answer
would resolve the questions that the Abarbanel and
others had on the Rambam.

This answer raises an enormously daunting question.
Namely, if man’s bechirah is limited by the decades of
decisions that he/she made previously. If, like Pharaoh,
a human has become entrenched in the limitations of
his or her own life. If so much of one’s life is determined
by all of the forces that have led him to this moment
including all of his previous choices, then is it truly
possible for man to change? Is change possible if man
is pitted against the avalanche of his entire life up until
this point in time? How much freedom do we have to
change course? This is a huge and daunting question.

The great social psychologist Erik Erikson, who was
knowledgeable in both secular and Torah sources
developedatheorythatthereare 8 stagesof psychosocial
development. Each stage has a core conflict thatis at the
center of that time period and the successful navigation
of each conflict builds ego and psychological strength.
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The seventh stage which lasts roughly between the
ages of 40 and 65 is defined by the conflict between
Generativity versus Stagnation which essentially is the
question of whether we are thriving and contributing or
somewhat stagnant and stuck? To put this conflict in
the light of our discussion in the Rambam, the question
is does one feel that fundamentally they are thriving or
does one feel an inability to change and move beyond
the limitations that previous choices have created?

The answer is of course that man can always change.
The questionis how. What are the mechanics of change?
What can a person reasonably expect to change about
their lives and what is or should be beyond their purview
and scope. How is meaningful and lasting change
created? The important thing is to remember that at the
end of the day what the Rambam wrote is as true now as
it was nine hundred years ago

Ni'N71 N2i0 77 iNXY NivA7 NY1 DX .NHN) DTX 727 MY
NiN71 Y ANT7 INYY NILDT7 1Y) DRI 1T MY 777
AT v vun

Every man was endowed with a free will; if he desires
to bend himself toward the good path and to be just it is
within the power of his hand to reach out for it, and if he
desires to bend himself to a bad path and to be wicked it
is within the power of his hand to reach out for it

Do we sometimes feel like Pharaoh (well maybe not
quite like Pharaoh) backed into a corner by our own
decisions? Absolutely. With that said thoughtful,
sensitive, and passionate man who understands the
impact of his behavior on himself and on others, who
realizes that ultimate happiness lies in a G-d centered
life can always find the will and the means to |'2n71TN7
nARA NT VT

R’ Blass can be reached about this column or about any
other issue at blass@yu.edu
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Provide a wonder for yourselves — noin 07 1an

A man came home late one night and all his children were
standing and waiting for him. Eventually, the father came in with
a smile on his face, and with a happy voice he told his children
that and incident of hashgacha pratis happened to him on his
way home. They all anxiously waited to hear about it and this is
what the father told them: “I wanted to leave for the bus stop
ten minutes earlier knowing that you are all waiting for me. At
the last minute, something unexpected held me back just as | was
about to leave. | left and ran to the bus stop, but in the distance |
could see the bus already leaving the station, and so | was left
standing and waiting for the next bus. After waiting a while the
next bus showed up, and | finally made it here...”
All the children were waiting for the rest of the story, but there
was no more... They asked their father, “Where was the
hashgacha pratis that you wanted to tell us?” The father replied,
“Don’t you think that the delay was hashgacha pratis? Is it only if
a car came by and picked me up or if chalilah something would
have happened to the first bus on the way, only then is it
hashgacha pratis? Even the delay was with hashgacha (of course
we do not mean people that because they are lazy, they are late
and they blame it on hashgacha)” This is how the father instilled
in his children emunah and bitachon [faith and trust].
HaKadosh Baruch Hu says to Moshe and Aharon: D>"x 12T
Mo Dd7 AN nw1O — ‘When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
“Produce a wonder for yourselves”’ (7:9), HaKadosh Baruch Hu
told them, this is the nature of Pharaoh to ask for wonders, and it
is not the nature of Bnei Yisrael. A Jew does not need a wonder
to believe in HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Even when by the holy Baal
Shem Tov and his students, we see that he did wonders, it was
only to encourage the simple people to have faith, and not for
the elevated people who already had faith. In truth, a wonder
can only encourage one who needs encouragement, but only for
a short time, just to ‘open one’s eyes’, afterwards the
encouragement must come from itself. When it came to
Pharaoh, even when he saw the great wonders he remained in
denial and hardened his heart. But a Jew knows and believes that
everything that happens to him and with the whole world is a
‘wonder’, there is no nature in the world, and everything is with
hashgacha pratis.

- TivHaTorah —Va’eira
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‘For You are a doctor for free’ — "nnx D1'n x9N D'
A close friend went in for hip replacement surgery. This is a complex
surgery, particularly for someone of his age and physical size. He was
advised to use a private surgeon so that he not fall into unskilled
hands, which would make the complicated surgery even more
complicated.
When my friend tried to enlist the services of a private surgeon, he
found out that this would cost tens of thousands of shekels which he
did not have though he wanted very much. Since we are talking
about a man of faith, he thanked them very much and decided that
he would rely on Hashem to help him.
The day of surgery arrived and before they took him into the
operating room, he found out that the surgeon was none other than
the private surgeon who he did not enlist. He got nervous and
thought perhaps there was a misunderstanding, and he thought that
he was asked to do the surgery. The doctor told him that it was not a
mistake, it was only hashgacha from Above. The surgeon explained
that he was hired by another patient and when he was already in the
operating room, he was told that his patient had corona and could
not have the surgery. Since he was already in the operating room, he
took the next patient in line. The next patient was this friend who
wanted to hire the surgeon privately. He had prayed to the Healer of
all flesh Who is concerned about everyone: ‘A small angel
accompanies a small doctor, and a great angel accompanies a great
doctor’. The surgery was very difficult and took a long time, and they
saw the hand of Hashem Who sent a great surgeon for a simple man.
~~ The story with that friend was not finished. Since he needed three
months to recuperate, he left his car with me so | could use it from
time to time since a car that sits idly for a long time is not good for
the car. To make it easier for me, he parked it by the shul where |
learn every morning. One morning | got a call from my friend in
rehab. The police asked him to move the car since it was blocking the
roadwork. Just then | was on my way to shiur, and | told him | would
move the car in a few minutes. The city was repaving the street and
his car was in the way. Had it been twenty minutes later, | would
have been on my way to another city and | would not be able to
move the car. We see how Yisbarach takes care of everything.
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Everything is in the hands of heaven

(1:7) 21wV |2 DX "D DIX AWK NANI YN WYL
Moshe and Aharon did as Hashem commanded them, so they did. (7:9)
It is fitting to understand the double language of the Torah when it
states, ‘Moshe and Aharon did as Hashem commanded them’ and
then concludes by repeating ‘so they did’.
Before explaining the intent, we need a brief introduction. Bnei
Yisrael are believers that everything that happens in this world is
from Hashem, additionally, they add trust to their faith [bitachon
in addition to emunah] knowing that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the
Provider of every creature’s needs as we say three times a day in
Shemona Esrei 722w 'N2i0l 'NIX791 2v1 1y DI 722w 01 7'
'DMnXI pIal 2y Ny - ‘for Your miracles that are with us every
day, and for Your wonders and favors in every season, evening,
morning, and afternoon’.
However, there are some among the general public whose actions
demonstrate that this emunah is lax by them for their minds follow
what their eyes see. The result is that based on their view,
mundane actions are the source of these results chas v’shalom. It
is as if their success is dependent on these mundane events. So,
when Hashem causes these mundane events to cease, they are
filled with worry, since they have closed their eyes from seeing
how everything is orchestrated, and they do not believe that the
Omnipresent has many messengers, and all their successes in the
past were only by the strength of His decree, and just as He
decreed their successes to occur until one way, He can decree
their successes can come about through another way.
In contrast to these people there are the believers who innocently
and truly know the source for all events. These people put their
fear of the Creator before all else knowing that it is not the events
that cause things to happen, but rather, it is Hashem causing the
events, and if a sin causes an antagonist to confront him, then all
the previous reasons will be cancelled Rachana litzlan, therefore
yiras Hashem is always before him so he does not lose his focus.
When the situation changes and all previous conditions are
cancelled, he is not consumed with fear of what is coming since he
never focused his eyes on them anyway. Instead of worry, he
utilizes his bitachon [trust] in Hashem Who will cause other
conditions to arise.
The Torah discusses this topic at length in ‘Mishneh Torah’
(Devorim 8:11-18): Mw 'M727 7R N DX NOWN |9 17 1w’
'DIFN I¥N DIX MWK FNPNL r0owNI MMixn — ‘Take care lest you
forget Hashem, your G-d, by not observing His commandments,
His ordinances, and His statutes, which | command you today’, and
the Torah goes on to explain why is this? D'naI nyawi 75xn |9
17 AWK 751 17 N2 2ANTIE QODI 2 RN P21 DAY NIAN DAV
"N — ‘Lest you eat and be satisfied, and you build good houses
and settle, and your cattle and flocks increase, and you increase
silver and gold for yourselves, and everything that you have will
increase’. That is, you are basing your success on a reason and not
on the source of the reason. Your eyes see your possessions and
you think something mythical has supported you, you have
merited houses, cattle, flocks, silver, and gold, and it brings you
food to satisfy your soul. Therefore, you do not focus your
attention on the counsel of Hashem, since it never enters your
mind that something bad can happen to you.
The next posuk explains what caused you to base this on reasons
and not on the cause for the reasons, 'n nNx nndwi 117 o'
'D'TAY Nfanl DX YIRn RN 1'P7R — ‘and your heart will
become haughty and you will forget Hashem, your G-d, Who took
you out of the land of Egypt from the house of slaves’. That is,
since you merited money that supports a person,
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you have become haughty and it seems to you that everything came
to you naturally. Because you became used to it, you forgot that
nature does not run the world. Since it was proven at the exodus
from Egypt that nothing happens naturally, it proved that He is the
One Who decrees and fulfills, and nothing is dependent on reasons,
and had these things been etched on your hearts, you would not
have been so confident with your large wealth.

The next few posukim make the point of bitachon in Hashem
Yisbarach, which is also deficient in the mind of the one who is
confident with his wealth. His bitachon is only in his wealth, and he
does not remember those times when his ancestors saw no reason
to live or protection upon them. Then they saw with their own eyes
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is 9w wni1 xnnl 77an 12ma 3'7ma’
'277v1 — ‘Who leads you through the great and awesome wilderness
— snake, fiery serpent, and scorpion’, since Israel placed their trust in
Hashem and He would protect them with pillars of clouds and fire.
Even if the wilderness is a place of 'D' 12 'K YUK [IXNNX' — ‘and thirst
where there was no water’ you merited to see that the hand of
Hashem is not short to save since he is 'w'n7nn 1ixn oM 7 X'xinN’
— ‘Who brings forth water for you from the rock of flint’, and He is
'2TNa N )72xnN' — ‘Who feeds you manna in the wilderness’, and
since these things were forgotten from your heart, it seems to you
that 'nTn 7'nn NX "7 nwy T DxYI 'ND' — ‘My strength and the might
of my hand made me all this wealth’.

This very challenge was in the land of Egypt. There were some of
little faith who saw how Moshe did some strange things and the
result of this was the faithful makkos [plagues] came upon Pharaoh
and on Egypt, as we see in the Torah that by most of the makkos
Moshe was commanded to do something before the Makkah came,
sometimes it was raising the staff over the river, sometimes it was
raising over the land or at the Heaven. With the Makkah of shechin
[boils] Moshe was commanded to throw furnace ash towards heaven
and it became blistering boils. But these people mistakenly thought
and maintained based on their view with human eyes that Moshe
caused these events and everything was dependent on his actions.
These things were the opposite of the purpose of leaving Egypt as
mentioned in the previous posukim. There we see that the miracles
of the exodus from Egypt and the rest of the miracles that happened
afterwards acted as a sign that the Creator is the Ruler of all
rationale and everything depends on His decrees. In order that there
not be any confusion for later generations, the Torah testifies as an
introduction to all these signs mentioned there, that all the actions
of Moshe and Aharon had nothing to do with the essence of the
makkos, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu could have done all these things
without any action on the part of Moshe and Aharon. HaKadosh
Baruch Hu had them take these actions for His own reasons and not
to prove anything.

This is the intent of the posuk ‘Moshe and Aharon did as Hashem
commanded them’ that is, their actions were not essential, they only
did them because they were told to do so for reasons known only to
Yisbarach. It is understandable why it repeats ‘so they did’, they only
did this and nothing else, so no one could say that the makkos came
through them, nothing was dependent on them.

Perhaps this is why Moshe is not mentioned in the Haggadah,
although he was the go-between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Pharaoh,
and between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Israel, essential to the story
of leaving Egypt. Since it would be possible to err and say that Moshe
took them out, faith had to be implanted in all of them that
everything is dependent on HaKadosh Baruch Hu, therefore his name
is not mentioned at all.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vaeira 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Unfavorable Decree Descends from World to World
to Allow Us to Perform Teshuvah

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vaeira, we will focus on
the admonition HKB”H gives Pharaoh in association with the
plague of “dever” (Shemos 9, 3):

INX27 1723 DYYNRAS 0PN DYDT0S WS WK APRa i T man

125 Yo N1y K91 RoMen fapn 1221 TR Mapna 1A e TR 1as 18t
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AR N R DRIW? 213 mapnnt oren Mapn s nnet naran e

Behold, the hand of Hashem is on your livestock that
are in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the
camels, on the cattle, and on the sheep—a very severe
epidemic. And Hashem shall distinguish between the
livestock of Yisrael and the livestock of Mitzrayim, and
not a thing that belongs to Bnei Yisrael will die. Hashem
has set an appointed time, saying, “Tomorrow, Hashem
shall carry out this word in the land.” Hashem carried out
this word the next day; all the livestock of Mitzrayim died,
and of the livestock of Yisrael not even one died.

I would like to focus on the statement: “Behold, the
hand of Hashem is on your livestock.” Rashi notes that
this statement is in the present tense. That would seem to
imply that it would happen immediately. Yet, afterwards,
the text says: “Hashem has set an appointed time, saying,
‘Tomorrow, Hashem shall carry out this word in the
land.”” According to this passuk, the decree did not take effect
immediately but was postponed until the following day. If so,
why is the previous passuk stated in the present tense? It
should have said: “Behold, the hand of Hashem will be on
your livestock.”

To shed some light on the subject, we will begin with an
explanation based on the methodology of “remez”—allusion.
Here is how the Alshich hakadosh, zy”a, interprets these
pesukim. We know that when the letters of the name Havaya
appears in their proper order, the name represents the midah
of “rachamim.” On the contrary, when the letters are not
arranged in their proper order, they indicate that the opposite
midah is in effect—“din.” If we scrutinize this passuk, we
find that two different permutations of the holy name are
juxtaposed: "qapras /i 'n e a”. Initially, the name appears in
its proper order—yud-hei-vav-hei—and then the very next
word is spelled hei-vav-yud-hei—an alternate arrangement

of the same letters.

Thus, we can deduce that both midos were in effect here.
On the one hand, HKB”H treated Yisrael with “rachamim”; on
the other hand, he treated the Egyptians with “din.” Hence, the
subsequent narrative states: “And Hashem shall distinguish
between the livestock of Yisrael and the livestock of
Mitzrayim, and not a thing that belongs to Bnei Yisrael
will die.” Here the name Havaya appears in its proper order
indicating that the livestock of Yisrael were set apart due
to divine mercy—“rachamim”; consequently, none of them
perished.

It is now clear why HKB”H begins His admonition to
Pharaoh with the words: "qap@a /111 1 72 man”. He was hinting
to Pharaoh that if he refused to release Yisrael, both aspects
of the name Havaya would be activated—"“rachamim” toward
Yisrael and “din” toward the Egyptians. Then, HKB"H
announced that this would occur on the following day.
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Pharaoh’s Heart Was Hardened
with Each of the First Five Makot

Let us add a vital point to this explanation. Why were
these two aspects of the divine name alluded to specifically in
association with the plague of “dever”? The Alshich hakadosh
himself explains why the Torah mentions the “hand of
Hashem” inrelation to the plague of “dever”: "qapna s .
Curiously, itis not mentioned in relation to the other makot. Yet,
in relation to the plague of “kinim”—Ilice—Pharaoh’s sorcerers
proclaim (ibid. 8, 15): “It is the finger of G-d!” Now, seeing as
“dever” was the fifth plague, all five fingers were accounted for;
thus, the hand of Hashem was complete.

Additionally, HKB”H assures Moshe (ibid. 7, 3): nwpr »axr
"@amE PAIND TNATA ANT GNINIR AR nanm ayaa 2 nk—and 1 shall
harden Pharaoh’s heart and I shall multiply My signas
and My wondrous feats in the land of Mitzrayim. Rashi
comments: Now that he has behaved wickedly and has
brazenly opposed Me, and it is apparent to Me that there
is no goodness of spirit among the nations of idolaters to
resolve to repent, it is fitting in My eyes that he should
harden his heart, so that I may increase My miraculous
signs against him and that you (Yisrael) will recognize My
might . . . Nevertheless, during the first five plagues the
narrative does not say: “And Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s
heart” but merely: “And Pharaoh’s heart became
hardened.”

Thus, we learn an important fact. During the first five
plagues, HKB”H offered Pharaoh the opportunity to release
Yisrael of his own good will. However, after he stubbornly
hardened his heart, HKB”H added five more plague in which
Pharaoh was not given this option. In other words, HKB"H
hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to subject him and his

people to more plagues.

This enlightens us as to why HKB”H mentions both the
aspects of “rachamim” and “din” specifically in association
with the fifth plague, the plague of “dever” HKB”H wanted
Pharaoh to know that with this plague, he still had the
opportunity to release Yisrael of his own free will. If he chose
to do so, he would be dealt with with “rachamim”; however,
if he stubbornly refused to do so even this time, he would be
dealt with with “midas hadin,” as indicated by the permutation

Shvilei Pinches

7. As a consequence, he would be subjected to five more
plagues and would be deprived of his free will.

Why HKB”H Waited until
the Following Day to Deliver the Plague

Since it is the nature of Torah to be elucidated in seventy
different ways, I would like to propose a novel explanation.
We will explain why HKB”H warns Pharaoh of the last of the
first five plagues in the present tense even though, in actuality,
He planned to carry out the decree only on the following day,
as per the narrative: “Hashem has set an appointed time,
saying, ‘Tomorrow, Hashem shall carry out this word in
the land.”

We will begin by introducing a wonderful insight from the
Arvei Nachal (Bereishis). There, he discusses the requirement
to extend the kedushah of Shabbas from the weekdays. He
relies on a principle discussed in the Zohar hakadosh and
other kabbalistic sources that beyond this world, there
are many other worlds, each one on a higher level than the
preceding one. The higher the world, the more spiritual it
is; conversely, the lower the world, the more material it is.
Hence, this world inhabited by human beings is the lowest of
the worlds and is the most material and least spiritual.

Furthermore, all of creation came into existence as a result
of the word of HKB”H, as it is written (Tehillim 33, 6): 2372"
mwya v 'n—with the word of Hashem the heavens were
made. This applies equally to all the positive, good things that
HKB”H created in the world with the attribute of “rachamim”
and all the negative, unfavorable things that HKB”H created
with the attribute of “din.” Everything was created by the
word of HKB”H.

There is a fundamental difference, however, between the
good things that HKB"H created with the midah of “chesed”
and “rachamim” and the adverse things that he created with the
midah of “din” and “gevurah.” The former came into existence
in Olam HaZeh immediately with His divine utterance;
whereas the latter became a reality only in the heavens but did
not descend to this world immediately with His utterance. In
fact, the negative, adverse creations descend from the upper
worlds to the lower worlds gradually, one world at a time, until
they eventually become a reality in Olam HaZeh.
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Now, the Torah attests to the fact that HKB”H rested on the
seventh day and did not created anything on the day of Shabbas.
Perforce, He did not create anything with the attribute of “din”
and “gevurah” right before Shabbas. For, had HKB”H done so,
they would not have come into existence in this world until
Shabbas, since there is a time lapse between HKB”H’s utterance
and their becoming a reality in this world. That would have
meant that the work of creation was completed on the Shabbas
day. Hence, we are forced to conclude that HKB”H stopped
creating some time prior to the onset of Shabbas. Thus, HKB"H
began resting on the weekday, adding from the mundane to the
holy. Therefore, we, Yisrael, are required to do the same; we
extend the sanctity of Shabbas to the surrounding weekdays.
This is the gist of his sacred remarks.

In this manner, we can resolve the apparent contradiction
of our pesukim. Seeing as the plague of “dever” was imposed
on the Egyptians from the aspect of “din” and “gevurah,”
there was a time delay between HKB”H’s utterance and its
effect becoming a reality in this world; it took time for it to
descend from world to world. Therefore, Moshe Rabeinu
said to Pharaoh: “Behold, the hand of Hashem is on your
livestock that are in the field”—the decree had been issued
immediately in the heavenly realms; however, there would be
atime delay until it would take effect down on earth: “Hashem
has set an appointed time, saying, ‘Tomorrow, Hashem
shall carry out this word in the land.”” He specifies “in the
land,” meaning down on earth, since HKB”H had calculated
precisely when it would take effect in the land of Mitzrayim:
“Hashem carried out this word the next day.”

The Reason a Decree Descends
Gradually from World to World

Let us continue on this holy pilgrimage. We will now
endeavor to explain the wondrous ways of Hashem. Why
are functions related to “chesed” and “rachamim” carried
out immediately after they are spoken by HKB”H, whereas
functions related to “midas hadin” are delayed? Why must the
latter travel downwards from world to world until they reach
this world? The simple answer is that this reflects Hashem’s
infinite kindness. This process allows the sinner time to reflect
and mend his evil ways. If, indeed, he does so, the negative

decree will be annulled before reaching this world.

Shvilei Pincles

To better comprehend this concept, let us refer to the words
of Chazal (Megillah 3a): "1rr 1 11t XY 11987 22 Yy AR"—even
though they did not see it, their guardian angels did see
it. In other words, a person’s heavenly, guardian angel is
aware of unfavorable decrees before the person himselfis. So,
if an unfavorable decree is issued above on an individual or
on a group, chas v’shalom, it is initiated above and works its
way downward gradually to this world. During this process,
the guardian angels are able to arouse a person to perform
teshuvah and mend his ways, knowingly or unknowingly.
As a result, the adverse decree will never be enforced in
this world. This is not the case for matters involving divine
“chesed.” They are implemented immediately, so that they
will not be postponed or aborted due to human iniquities,
chas v’shalom.

In truth, I believe that there is a more profound rationale
for this dual process. Let us introduce a fascinating idea from
the great Rabbi Yaakov of Narol, zy”a, a disciple of the Chozeh
of Lublin, zy”a. He comments on the passuk (Bereishis 18,
20): 82 717X ,TRM 71735 25 DARVMT 137 75 7MY 01T NPYT T MR
SRR K5 BRY 95 1wy HR nRan anpyest xRt So Hashem said,
“Because the outcry concerning Sedom and Amorah has
become so great, and because their sin has been very
grave, I will descend and see if their outcry that has come
to Me is indicative of their conduct, and they deserve
annihilation. And if not, I will know.”

Is it
necessary for HKB”H to descend to verify man’s actions? In

The commentaries are puzzled by this depiction.

fact, we have an explicit passuk that states otherwise (Tehillim
33, 13): Yo bx moawit 1Naw 11517 ,0TRA 213 95 NN I8N ' 0an pnwn”
"paxn saw1—from heaven Hashem looks down, He sees all
mankind; from His place of dwelling, He oversees all the
inhabitants of earth. Rabbi Yaakov of Narol addresses this
difficulty. The following explanation is brought down in his
name in Eizor Eliyahu (Beha’aloscha):

I heard (the following) in the name of the holy Rav of
Narol, our teacher Rabbi Yaakov, zlh”h, regarding the
passuk: “I will descend and see if their outcry that has
The term “I
will descend” requires further explanation. He, of blessed

come to Me is indicative of their conduct.”

memory, provides a reason. It is the accepted minhag
throughout the world to make a yahrzeit for the passing
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of one’s father and mother, G-d help us, because it is said
that a person is judged annually above.

This is seemingly difficult to comprehend. Since the
person has already been judged once, why must they
be judged annually? He, of blessed memory, explains
that the neshamah ascends to a higher level every year.
Therefore, it must be judged anew, because there are
aveiros that are not considered to be sins in the lower
world, but are considered to be sins in the upper world . .
. Therefore, it is necessary to pray for the individual each
and every year.

He, of blessed memory, asserts that this is the
interpretation of the passuk under discussion: “Because
the outcry concerning Sedom and Amorah has become so
great”—perhaps these sins are only in the upper world,
but they are not considered sins at all down below. If that
is the case, they do not deserve to be punished in this
world but only in the upper world. Therefore, the text
says: “I will descend and see.” In other words, it was as
if HKB”H said to the heavenly court, “I will descend and
see if they truly deserve annihilation”—that is, if their
conduct is considered sinful even in the world of action,
then they will be exterminated.

The Upper Worlds Were Created with Thought

To achieve a better understanding of his profound
explanation, we will introduce the commentary of the Arvei
Nachal (Bereishis). He focuses on the statement of Chazal
cited by Rashi at the beginning of parshas Bereishis. They
note that the opening passuk of the Torah employs the name
Elokim rather than Havaya; this indicates that the Creator
initially intended to create the world based on the midah of
“din.” He foresaw, however, that the world could not survive
based on this strict standard. Therefore, He preferentially
partnered the midah of “rachamim” with the midah of “din.”
This partnership and preference for “midas harachamim”
are evident in the passuk (Bereishis 2, 4): mpbx 'nn mwy n1a”
"1 yaR. Note that in this passuk both divine names are
employed, but the name of rachamim precedes the name
of “din.” Rashi is teaching us that the world cannot survive
based solely on the midah of “din”; it must be joined by the
midah of “chesed.”

Shvilei Pinclhes

The commentaries raise an obvious question. HKB”H is
omniscient; He foresees everything. So, how is it possible to
assert that He initially intended to create the world based on a
standard of “din,” but altered His plans when He foresaw that
that was not feasible?

The Arvei Nachal explains: We find that the HKB”H created
This is attested to by the
passuk (Tehillim 33, 6): "axax Y5 1a 121 w2 2w ' 2713"—
with the word of Hashem the heavens were made and by
the breath of His mouth all their legions. Justas the spoken

the world with ten utterances.

word of HKB”H, which is more tangible, created the material
and physical Olam HaZeh; so, too, as it were, the upper worlds
were created with His divine thought. After all, His thought
is much more spiritual than His speech, and those worlds are
inhabited by spiritual creatures, such as malachim, seraphim
and holy ophanim.

Now, the yetzer hara has no power in the upper, spiritual
worlds that were created with the blessed One’s thoughts.
Since the spiritual kedushah is so great up there, it is
impossible for evil to gain a foothold there. Therefore, those
worlds are conducted by the standard of “din” without any

» o«

collaboration with “rachamim.” “Rachamim” is not necessary
in those worlds; they are able to exist and endure totally
based on “midas hadin.” This is not true of our physical,
material world, which was created with divine speech. Here,
the yetzer hara and its evil forces are able to exist and prevail.
Consequently, this world cannot continue to exist based solely
on the strict standard of “din”; the collaboration of “midas

harachamim” is required.

This explains Chazal’s statement very nicely: He initially
thought to create it with “midas hadin.” In other words,
those spiritual worlds that HKB”H created initially with His
That
was totally feasible, since it is impossible for evil to prevail

thought, were, indeed, created with “midas hadin.

there; hence, the collaboration with “midas harachamim” is
unnecessary. That was not the case when HKB”H created
this, material, physical world: He foresaw that the world
could not endure. In other words, this world cannot survive
and continue to exist if it is based solely on “midas hadin.”
Therefore, He prioritized “midas harachamim” and
partnered it with “midas hadin.” Thus, we see that HKB”H
did not reconsider or abandon His original plan. The spiritual
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worlds which were initially conceived with His thought were,
indeed, created based on “midas hadin.” This material world,
however, which cannot endure based exclusively on “midas
hadin,” was created based on the collaboration of “midas
harachamim” with “midas hadin.”

The Higher the World the Greater the Scrutiny

The Arvei Nachal applies this concept to explain various
stringencies expressed in the teachings of Chazal. For example
(Sotah 4b): 19285 r1am n1EA 13 Ww DTIR Y5 2" awn DR 1AM 220 TR
"m»251> nT1ay T31y—Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of
Rashbi: Any person who possesses a haughtiness of spirit
is regarded as though he worships idols. It seems obvious
that it is not really as if he worshipped idols and is considered
to be a complete heretic. So, why do Chazal make such an
emphatic pronouncement: As though he worships idols?

We will endeavor to explain. In essence, the heavenly

kingdom mirrors the earthly kingdom. Clearly, human
kings impose laws delineating what is permitted and what
is prohibited. Nevertheless, the farther away one is from
the king’s palace, the laws are enforced less stringently.
Conversely, the closer one is to the king’s palace, the laws are
enforced more stringently. Within the palace itself, one must
abide by the laws scrupulously; improper, unlawful behavior

is simply not tolerated.

The same applies to the kingdom of heaven. While it is
true that HKB”H gave us the “taryag mitzvos” of the Torah
and seven Rabbinically-ordained mitzvos to observe down
on earth; nevertheless, there are several matters that are not
considered sins or transgressions in this material world. Yet,
the closer one is to HKB”H in the upper, spiritual worlds, the
more stringently a person is treated. Therefore, haughtiness
in this world is not truly equivalent to idolatry. In fact, it is
much easier to perform teshuvah for this shortcoming than
it is for actual idol-worship. Nevertheless, after a person
passes away, the higher he ascends in the spiritual worlds,
haughtiness is considered to be a serious transgression, truly
analogous to idolatry. Hence, he will be held accountable for
having worshipped idols.

Accordingly, the Arvei Nachal clarifies the familiar

expression employed by Chazal: "%»x> 31mnsn 1hy nbyn'—
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from the perspective of Torah-law, it is viewed as if etc. This
means that even though a particular deed or thought is
not considered to be a serious transgression in this world;
nevertheless, "2 1oy mbyn"—when HKB”H elevates ("byn)
his neshamah to a higher, spiritual world, it is viewed there
as if he actually committed a serious transgression. Similarly,
wherever Chazal employ the term "%»x5”, it implies that in this
world, a particular deed is not really a serious transgression;
however, when that person ascends to a higher, spiritual world
after passing away, that deed will be considered a significant,
consequential transgression.

This clarifies the insight of the great Rabbi Yaakov of
Narol magnificently. His comments related to the passuk:
“So Hashem said, ‘Because the outcry concerning Sedom
and Amorah has become so great, and because their sin
has been very grave.”” It is plausible that the conduct of the
people of Sedom and Amorah was only considered a grave
sin in the higher realms. In that case, they wouldn’t have
deserved to be punished by HKB”H in this world but only after
their deaths, when they reached the upper world where their
Therefore, HKB”H said: “I

will descend.” In other words, [ will evaluate the significance

actions were considered grave.

and degree of their transgressions in the physical, material
world. “And I will see if their outcry that has come to Me
is indicative of their conduct”—I will determine whether
or not their conduct is considered a serious transgression
even in this world. If so, “they deserve annihilation”—I
will exterminate them in Olam HaZeh. “And if not”—if their
actions are only considered transgressions in the upper
world; then, “I will know”—I will remember to punish them
for their actions after they die, when they ascend to the upper,
spiritual world, but I will not punish them in Olam HaZeh.

All His Ways Reflect Justice

With this understanding, we can now explain why
an unfavorable decree is not executed immediately. As
explained, it gradually descends from a higher world to each
progressively lower world until it eventually reaches this
material world. For, it is possible that a person’s deed was
only considered a transgression in the upper, more spiritual
world; whereas, in a lower world, it was not considered a

transgression at all. Similarly, even if it is still considered
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wrong in that lower world, it is possible that in an even
lower world, it is not considered a wrongdoing. Therefore,
the unfavorable decree descends from world to world, and in
each world, it is judged and reevaluated anew to see if it is
considered a sin and wrongdoing according to that world’s
standards. Thus, the adverse decree descends from world to
world; it is reevaluated in each world; ultimately, it reaches
this world, chas v’shalom.

This then is the profound message of the passuk (Devarim
32, 4): pr1e Hry PRI onnnR YR vawn 157 B 00 oy omn men”
"R11 wn—the Rock, perfect is His work, for all His ways
are justice; a G-d of faithfulness, without iniquity; He is
righteous and proper. This passuk teaches us that G-d’s
justice differs from a human king’s justice. If a human king
issues an adverse decree, the king’s agents proceed to execute
the decree immediately. This is not the way of HKB”H, since
“all His ways are justice.” Throughout its descent from the
uppermost world, the decree is judged anew, reassessing
whether or not punishment is warranted based on the
standards of that world. For, “He is a G-d of faithfulness,
without iniquity; He is righteous and proper.”

Now, we know that the divine name "9”8” is associated
with the attribute of “chesed,” in keeping with the passuk

\!f

Shvilei Pinches

(Tehillim 52, 3): "m1n %o % 1on"—the “chesed” (kindness)
of G-d (¥x) is all day long. That being the case, how are
we to interpret the passuk: “For all His ways are justice; a
G-d (v"x) of faithfulness”? After all, justice implies “din,” the
opposite of “chesed.” Inlight of what we have learned, this can
be reconciled very nicely. The very fact that HKB”H'’s justice
is reevaluated in each world, on every level, is the greatest
“chesed” of all. This gradual process allows man the time to
correct his ways and perform teshuvah.

This is also the message conveyed by the passuk (ibid. 103,
17): "a%1y 2p1 avyn 11 rom’—but the “chesed” of Hashem
is forever and ever (literally, “from world to world”). In
other words, even when an unfavorable decree is issued, the
“chesed” of Hashem is at work, since the decree is judged
anew in each world. Similarly, we have another passuk (ibid.
90, 2): "y"x inr o1y 7w ovynr'—from world (the remotest
past) to world (the most distant future), You are ¥"x. Once
again, we can interpret this passuk as stating that HKB”H’s
“chesed” is demonstrated by the fact that He reevaluates
His decrees in each and every world. As a result (ibid. 3):
BTN 713 131W 1R RDT 7Y WK 3wn’—You reduce man to pulp
and You say, “Repent, O sons of man”—He affords man the
opportunity to perform teshuvah, so that He may annul the
unfavorable decree.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

ow do we look at someone (or ourselves) in the

following scenario! Our backs are against the wall

(what we refer to as a Nisayon) and we self-reflect,
and possibly even make a commitment to improve. Then, the
situation works out and, within days, we forget about what
happened and we forget our commitment.That is how most of
us react. If we, for example, had a kidney stone, we may commit
to make the Bracha of Asher Yatzar with concentration. Most
people will last for a few days, maybe weeks.The same would
be true for any commitment we would make. Most likely, we
would view such a person as normal, well-meaning but weak.

Hashem looks at it differently. Vayar Par'oh Ki Chodal
Hamotor V’haborod V’hakolos Vayoseph Lachato. And Par'oh
saw that the hail and thunder stopped and he sinned again.
The Medrash (12:7) explains, Kach Heim Horesha'im, this is

the way that Resha'im think. Kol Z’man Shehein B’tziro Ho’yu
Machni’yim Atzmom, when they’re in a difficult situation, they
humble themselves. Mishehatzara Overes, Chozrin Lkilkulon.
As soon as the problem passes, they return to their old ways.

The Torah looks at that person differently than we do, as being
a Rasha. Hashem does not credit us for our initial reactions
when our backs are against the wall. That’s called survival, not
sincerity. Accordingly, most of us have a long way to go to rise
above the definition of a Rasha.

The first step is for us to realize that the Torah sees things
very differently than we do. The second step is to adapt our
thinking to be consistent with how the Torah thinks. Finally,
we have to adapt our behavior to follow the directions and
expectations of the Torah.

When Good Actions Come From Negative Traits

ome people do positive actions (that’s good) that stem

from personal weaknesses (that’s bad). It is often difficult

to know what a person's motive is. People can get a
glimpse of the motive by asking |) do they always do the same
positive action no matter what the circumstances are and, as a
result, 2) do others become upset at them for doing what they
thought was helpful.

In this article, | want to give some background on this topic
in the hope that we can pinpoint what we are doing right, in
the right way, and for the right reasons, and what we are not
doing as right as we thought we were.Then we can adjust our
behavior and, more importantly, how we think. Because, if
we are not thinking right, ultimately, we are not doing
right.

The challenge of knowing our intentions can be significant, as
a positive trait may be very similar to a negative one.| want to
share an analogy | gave in the past which is very appropriate
for this topic.

| was driving on the highway using my GPS and | made a wrong

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

turn. My mistake caused me to drive alongside the highway
instead of what | was supposed to be doing, which was to drive
on the highway itself. | was driving so close to the highway that
my GPS wasn’t aware that | had made a mistake. After a few
minutes, the highway made a turn that the street wasn’t able
to follow. It was only at that point that | realized that | had
made a mistake.

Even if | had noticed my mistake, | would have believed that
the mistake was so trivial that it wouldn’t affect me, with
the possible exception that | would have had to drive a little
slower than if | had followed the instructions accurately. It
was only after the highway allowed those drivers to continue
driving while | found myself redirected that | realized that | had
made a mistake which was a “deal breaker.” In real life, what
seems like the right path may be wrong and what
seems to be a minor mistake may be significant.

Here are two examples.

[) A person can be comfortable apologizing either because
they were mistaken or to keep the peace. It would seem that
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a person can’t go wrong doing that and it would make people
get along with each other. But it doesn’t always. | will list off
four different motivations for apologizing, beginning with the
positive ones.

a) A person can apologize because he wants to live in peace
with those around him and is quick to be the one to take the
first conciliatory step. But, even better, this person has a good
understanding of people and only applies it at the concise
moment that it will be readily received. He waits until the
other person is a little calmer, decides if it’s even necessary,
and knows how to apologize by first considering what to
include and what not to include in the apology. He does so by
incorporating everything he knows about the other person.
The apology that comes out of his mouth is customized and
effective.

b) The person was brought up to have the courage to apologize
and does so for the right reasons but lacks the thought-out
approach that the first person had. For example, an apology
to a confident person must be worded
differently than when apologizing to
someone who lacks self-esteem. An
apology to a spouse, child, parent, and
friend are also very different from each
other. A person who is unaware of the
differences with each situation may
mean well and the motivation comes
from a positive place. Nevertheless, they
must hone their skills or people won’t
be happy with their apologies.

c) The person apologizing lacks self-

esteem and apologizes because of a

personal need to get along with people. If that is the motivation,
the person is actually talking to himself out loud so that the
other person, almost incidentally, can hear him. The person
is thinking short term and doesn’t consider the effect in real
time and is only concerned with feeling good about himself
and is attempting to purge himself from whatever self-induced
guilt he feels. This can be sensed by the other person and the
apology just feels “wrong”, possibly insincere.

For example, the other person may not be upset. Repeatedly
apologizing to them may make them upset. Even when the
apology is appropriate, the other person is so drained from
misplaced apologizes that it will never be positively received.

Such a person may have been brought up in an unhealthy home
and became accustomed to being told that he is wrong, even
when he wasn’t. Additionally, he may be living in a home where
his spouse flies off the handle too many times and apologizing
worked for the first few years of the marriage. If this is the

"If we Are not
thinking rigftt,
ultimntely, we Are
not doing right.”

case, the person apologizing has lost the ability to sense when
he’s wrong and when he isn’t and he should seek advice to
reinvent himself and then reevaluate when to apologize and
when not to.

d) The last possibility is that the person apologizing isn’t doing
anything wrong but the home is chaotic, where nothing is as
it should be. This can be subtle or extreme. In this scenario,
apologizing or not apologizing is so trivial to the greater
picture that they should begin from the start.

2) The four exact points would apply to people that insist on
helping people. There are many reasons why someone would
be obsessed with helping others. Sometimes it frustrates
others as he tries to help the other person when it would have
been easier for the other person to do it himself. They also
help people when it upsets their own families. They too need
to figure out what motivates them to want to help people,
whether it’s a desire to do Chesed or as a form of unhealthy
therapy for themselves.

3) Some people lock into a single
mission, such as a specific Mitzvah which
helps others. It too has several possible
motivations.

a) A person could have a Mesorah from
his family to undertake a specific area
of Chesed, such as having Shabbos
guests each week, and does so with the
methodical, sensitive energy handed
down to him from his parents. That
would be positive.

b) They can undertake their parents' legacy without any of
the thought or attention to detail that their parents had.That
would be well meaning yet still the result would be damaging
for himself, his family and the guests.

c) They could undertake something in an extreme manner so
they can feel good about something in their lives. Because that
is their motive they are not considering when, to what extent,
and with whom to partner in their project. In many cases,
people will be upset at them and they won’t understand why.

In general, most people were brought up being taught behaviors
with only a small amount of time dedicated to character traits
and values which need to support those behaviors. As adults,
we should begin again, this time with a focus on why, instead
of what, to do.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #14 -
“"Zachor Es Yom HaShabbos” - Being "Mindful” of Shabbos - Part 1

By David Gurwitz

We continue focusing on how to train our minds and to consider different aspects of thought in
order to better appreciate Shabbos and the chesed of Hashem. This is prompted by the last
posuk in Tehillim 107: “Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is
wise, let him note these things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

We read the Aseres Hadiros in Parsha Yisro this Shabbos. I am reminded that there are 72
pesukim in Parshas Yisro. The gematria of chesed is 72. The gematria of Shabbos is 702.
Therefore, one way to view the gift of Torah, Matan Torah, which occurred on Shabbos, is that
it is written about in a parsha whose number of pesukim - 72 - indicates that its focus is on
chesed.

“Whoever is wise, let him note these things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

Tehillim 107 is related to the parshiyos of Shovavim and Yetzias Mitzrayim by its indications and
hints of Hashem saving us - at the Yam Suf, in the midbar, when Dovid brought the aron back,
the war of Gog U’'Magog, and chevlei Moshiach.

The more I think about this posuk, the more Hashem reveals its depth to me. For example, in
the first bracha of Shemonah Esrei, we say that Hashem recalls the kindnesses of the avos. The
three avos are Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. The combined value of their names, 248, 208
and 182, is 638, which equals the value of “veyisbonenu (530) chasdei (82) Hashem (26), and
they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

The Baal Haturim says the following about the fourth commandment, “Zachor es yom
haShabbos,” that might clarify why Chazal added some of the unique aspects of davening on
Shabbos:

"This verse is the seventh of the Ten Commandments. It began with the letter zayin, which has
a value of 7. Why?

"Shabbos is the seventh day. In addition, there are seven subjects mentioned in the verse: atah
- you,; ubincha - and your son; uvitecha - and your daughter; avdecha - your slave; va'amosecha
- and your maidservant; ubehemtecha - and your animal; vegeircha asher bisharecha - and your
convert who is within your gates (from the pirush of the Rokeiach).

"And, corresponding to them, Chazal instituted seven mentions of menuchah in the prayer called
‘Atah echad - You are one,” which is said during Minchah on Shabbos. These seven are as follows:
yom menuchah ukedushah - a day of rest and holiness; menuchas ahava unedavah - a rest of
love and giving; menuchas emes ve'emunah - a rest of truth and faith; menuchas shalom
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veshalvah - a rest of peace and tranquility; menuchah sheleimah - a perfect rest; ki mei‘itcha
hee menuchasam - that the rest comes from you,; and ve’‘al menuchasam yakdishu es shemecha
- and through their rest they will sanctify your names.”

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l points out that by utilizing and fine-tuning our “mindset,”
using our chochmah and binah, we truly define our Shabbos observance. We are able to separate
between the positive and the negative. He beautifully explains “Zachor es yom haShabbos
lekadsho"” in the context of the first three commandments:

"Anochi, the first word, demands positively recognizing - binah - to see Hashem as the ruler of
our fate and the guide for our actions.

"Lo yihiyeh lecha, no other Hashems, expresses the negative consequences of this recognition
by the exclusion of any other allegiance.

"Lo sisa, don't take Hashem's name in vain, makes this recognition the basis of all interaction
between man and man, since the entire social structure of human society finds its final security
in appealing to the presence and government of Hashem in human affairs. The third
commandment warns us against frivolously playing with this idea. Now, the fourth
commandment, zachor, reminds us, literally, of our ancient memorial which Hashem established
at the beginning when he commanded Adam to serve and to guard the world. The forgetting of
this recognition has been the sole cause of the downward path of human history and the
consequent necessity for the election of Yisroel to be Hashem’s herald in leading it upwards
again.

"With the information about Shabbos having been given in Marah, along with the monn, here, in
the commandment, Yisroel was only reminded to not forget. However, this distinction of zachor
and shamor spoken at once so mentally and practically considered as one unity is the most
emphatic projection against the misconceived attempt to relegate the Jewish Shabbos solely and
entirely to a spiritual. In effect, commemoration would apply solely to the mind, zechirah. This
would rob it of its essential shemirah, the refraining from all constructive work.

"The first institutions of Shabbos for mankind only established it as a spiritual commemoration
to keep it in mind. To bring it back to mankind, we needed shemirah. We needed concrete,
physically noticeable ways of keeping of Shabbos as a symbol of its spiritual content. Accordingly,
he who takes away shemirah from our Shabbos by imagining that he can satisfy himself with
zechirah is denying the whole Jewish Shabbos. He is destroying the institution that Hashem
established in Yisroel for the purpose of ensuring Shabbos for the whole of mankind - to
remember that it is a day of realization and mindfulness - and its meaning. This was meant for
all future times.

"Kiddush is done with wine in hand, showing where Hashem apportions each man - in our hands
- whenever we take to heart that all is ordained by Hashem, in the times, and source of blessing.
Melachah relates to malach, a carrying out of will by someone else. Melachah is any material or
thing made to carry out the will of anybody’s mind. Every asisah or melachah is exercising our
mastery over the matter of this world, but should be exercised only as service to Hashem.”

“Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him note these
things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

To be continued...

David
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But they didn 't listen to Moshe from impatience of spirit and from
hard labour. (6:9)

One would think that, if someone were to appear at the
domicile of a down-trodden slave to inform him that the end of his
bondage is near and he would soon be a free man, his immediate
reaction would be joy — overwhelming joy. Instead, when Moshe
Rabbeinu informed Klal Yisrael that Pharaoh would no longer be
their Master, they seemed impatient and not really interested in
hearing his message of liberation. The Torah explains that they were
victims of kotzer ruach, which Sforno interprets as: I’hisbonein, to
comprehend, think it over; in short, they were plagued with an
inability to process Moshe’s message. They were unable to believe
that the end was near, and they would soon be leaving for the
Promised Land. Thus, Sforno explains, unlike Avraham Avinu whose
emunah, faith, in Hashem was impeccable, they just could not get it
together. As a result, they did not enter the Land. In place of them,
their children, who were raised on a steady diet of emunah and
bitachon, trust in Hashem, believed in Hashem, and entered the
Land.

What is the meaning of kotzer ruach, and why was this
“affliction” so overpowering that it caused the members of that
generation to ignore Moshe’s wonderful news and continue with
business as usual, as if nothing had changed? Kli Yakar explains:
Neshimassan ketzarah k’ish mevuhal, “Their breathing was short,
like a person who is anxious, terrified, unable to think properly.
Furthermore, Moshe posited that the nation had no interest in
leaving Egypt. Indeed, if the people did not indicate their desire to
leave, why should Pharaoh extend himself? What prevented the
nation from thinking properly; processing their predicament; having
a strong desire to leave their misery?

Denial. Refusing to acknowledge that something is wrong is
a way of coping with adversity of all shapes and forms. Initially,
short-term denial gives one time to adjust, to think, to accept, to
prepare a coping mechanism. Long-term denial is dangerous. It does
not allow one to acknowledge that he/she is confronting a difficult
situation, thus downplaying the potentially devastating
consequences. One can have a medical problem that requires a
doctor’s examination to diagnose the problem, severity and plan of
treatment. When one denies the existence of the problem in the
hope that it will vanish, he deprives himself of the appropriate
action that might alleviate or cure the problem, until it is too late.

Klal Yisrael was having a difficult time accepting that they
had plunged from honoured status to wretched slaves. They entered
Egypt as Yosef’'s family, and now Pharaoh no longer remembered
Yosef. This was a difficult reality to accept. Their short-term denial
became long-term, until they accepted this as their way of life.
When Moshe came and informed them that Hashem would liberate
them, their response was: “Why do we need liberation? We are not
slaves.”

This form of denial has been plaguing us throughout
history. From those who refused to leave Egypt (and succumbed
during the plague of darkness) because they denied that they were
slaves, to the most recent denials of anti-Semitism (it just does not

exist), we have allowed denial to assuage our consciousness,
believing that if we say that we have no problem, it will go away. The
consequence of denial can be devastating. If a person has an illness
which he ignores, he will eventually succumb to it. If he
acknowledges the illness and battles it head on, he has hope for
survival. Likewise, with the difficulties that present themselves
throughout our lives — both personal and national. They are
messages from Hashem, messages to which He wants us to respond.
By ignoring them, the portent of the message will not go away. If we
want to survive, we must listen, digest and respond to the message.

A well-known story relates the reaction of the
Klausenberger Rebbe to the reading of the Tochachah, Rebuke. It
was Parshas Ki Savo, and the custom is to read the ninety-eight
maledictions quietly and quickly because we do not dwell on curses.
We dwell on blessings. The entire future of Klal Yisrael is foretold in
this parsha. Sadly, not all of it brings joy to our hearts. These curses
represent punishments which we would receive for distancing
ourselves from Hashem.

It was shortly after the Rebbe arrived in America, broken in
body, but not in spirit, a survivor of the Nazi’s diabolical plan to
murder European Jewry. That Shabbos, the Rebbe was listening to
the baal korei, Torah reader, follow the custom of reading the
Tochachah in a quiet, sombre tone, when he banged on the lectern
and called out, “Louder!”

The baal korei raised his voice a few decibels, but it was
not enough to satisfy the Rebbe, who once again called out, “Louder,
even louder! Read it the way you read any other parsha.” The baal
korei followed the Rebbe’s instructions and read the Tochachah in
the same tenor as he read the rest of the parsha. After he
concluded, he asked the Rebbe why he had insisted on him reading
in his usual loud tone.

“Let me explain to you why, in past generations, the
Tochachah was read in a low tone. To the people of those
generations, these curses were distant, unimaginable, mere words
which they wanted to run through quickly, without dwelling on
them. Our generation has sadly lived through the curses. We
experienced firsthand what no other generation experienced. We are
entitled to read the Tochachah out loud.”

The Rebbe did not live in denial. He affirmed what he had
experienced. We neither run nor hide from the curses, regardless of
their message. We acknowledge, accept and take responsibility upon
ourselves to make the necessary changes demanded of us. Denial is
equivalent to lacking faith.

2r7°uba 2YIRR MAYIN 72 WWYN
The necromancers of Egypt did the same by means of their
incantations. (7:22)

Pharaoh did not heed Moshe Rabbeinu’s warning. Hashem
instructed Moshe to have Aharon strike the Nile and stretch out his
hand to bring the plague of dam, blood, all over the land. The
reaction of Pharaoh and his magicians defies comprehension: they
also demonstrated the magical ability to transform the water into
blood. Is this sane? Imagine a fire breaks out in a city inhabited
primarily by imbeciles. So what do the imbeciles do in reaction to
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the fire that has broken out in one end of the city? They start
another fire in the other end of the city! Is this not what happened
in Egypt? Moshe turned the water into blood. Rather than attempt
to counter Moshe’s plague and somehow turn the blood back into
water, the imbeciles create more blood! Totally ludicrous!

Let us first address the question that is on everyone’s lips:
Why blood? Ten plagues struck Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Why did
Hashem select blood to be the first plague? Hashem does nothing
without a reason that imparts a message. What is the message of
the blood?

Horav Nachman Breslover, zl (Likutei MoHaran), explains
that the primary concept of teshuvah, repentance/return, is
achieved when a person hears his humiliation, accepts it silently,
and, yet, v’yidom v’yishtok, remains mute and silent. The Egyptian
Pharaoh and magicians could have altered the course of history by
acquiescing to Moshe and Aharon’s message of the blood. Instead,
like a bunch of fools, they made more blood. It was not the blood
which Moshe was underscoring, but the dam related to yidom,
mute, that he attempted to convey to them. Keep your mouth shut.
Accept the humiliation with dignity and remain silent. This is your
chance to make it good. Instead, they made more blood!

Are we any different? We reach out to those who are
distant from Torah and mitzvos. They see clearly that the path they
have chosen to live is doomed. Yet, they make more blood and
continue living the way they have — with absolutely nothing to show
for it. All one has to do is ask: “What do you do that is remotely
Jewish?” They have no answers, because the answer is “nothing.”

Rav Lazar Brody calls attention to the word chartum, which
is also translated as nose. A fool is someone who cannot see beyond
his nose. His vision is myopic and stigmatised. The chartumei
Mitzrayim, Egyptian magicians, looked at the truth, but refused to
see it. They ignored its message, because it meant acquiescing and
confessing to having wasted their lives believing in a worthless
pagan. They were unable to transform the blood back into water.
They could only make more blood.

The baal teshuvah transforms the passion/anger of blood
(when he listens to his humiliation and remains silent) into water.
lkar ha’teshuvah she’yishma bizyono v’yishtok. Had Pharaoh kept his
mouth shut, had he accepted Heavenly justice with acquiescence
and love, he would have emerged a king who became a penitent,
who transformed blood to water. As a result of his obstinacy, he was
“awarded” nine more plagues, and he lived to see his nation
devastated.

The Pele Yoetz writes, “A person who is humiliated should
sit quietly alone and remain silent (in acceptance of his shame). Not
only should he be quiet, he should not in any way manifest anger (of
any sort) in response to his humiliation.” This is a tall order. It is one
thing to quietly reconcile to humiliation, it is totally another not to
become angered by it. When one thinks about the reward that he
will receive, however, it likely compensates for it.

Horav Chizkiyah Medini, zI, was a Torah scholar without
peer. He is remembered for his extraordinary anthology on
halachah, an 18 volume encyclopaedia entitled, Sdei Chemed. Even
in contemporary times, with computer search engines that have
access to thousands of sefarim, the Sdei Chemed stands out as a
work of sheer brilliance, representing a Torah scholar who had
access to the entire corpus of Torah literature. This set of sefarim
received widespread acclaim by a world of Torah scholars who were
the greatest and most knowledgeable pundits of their respective
generations. Rarely has a volume of Torah literature received such
outstanding unanimous praise. The author attributed this unusual
attention to an incident that happened to him when he was younger,
and for which he felt the Sdei Chemed was his Heavenly reward.

Rav Chizkiyah was a member of a kollel comprised of
prodigious young scholars, of which he was among the elite. His

exceptional hasmadah, diligence in study, coupled with his uncanny
scholarship, caused him to stand out among his peers. When Chazal
(Pirkei Avos 4:28) teach that kinaah, taavah and kavod, “jealousy,
desire and pursuit of honour drive a person from this world,” they
are not referring only to people of base character; even scholars
who are devoted to Torah study are able to fall prey to these
character flaws. Thus, we understand that another member of this
kollel could have been consumed with envy over all the attention
given to the young Rav Chizkiyah. Envy is a shameful character trait,
and, when one is envious, he should swallow his pride and move on.
Sadly, this tormented fellow could not live unless he succeeded in
destroying Rav Chizkiyah's life. He bribed a young woman who
cleaned the kollel premises to spread false rumours concerning an
illicit relationship she had with Rav Chizkiyah. The community was in
an uproar. (This was in a time when morality had meaning.) The Sdeij
Chemed did not respond at all to the charges, remaining mute as if
nothing had occurred. He swallowed the shame and moved about
with business as usual. Even after the woman confessed to accepting
a bribe from his rival to set him up and destroy his reputation, Rav
Chizkiyah said nothing. Furthermore, when the community
ostracised her, depriving her of her livelihood, Rav Chizkiyah
supported her. He never talked about the incident, never disparaged
his rival who had attempted to destroy him. He did say one thing:
From the day that the incident occurred (and he remained silent),
his mind opened up to the wellsprings of Torah like never before.
With this Divine intervention, he was able to work diligently and
produce his landmark work.

TIMIN2Y TRYAY ... TNO22 INQY ... RWTADX INT PN
TINIIRRY
The river shall swarm with frogs, and they shall ascend and come

into your palace ... and of your people and into your ovens and into
your kneading bowls. (7:28)

The frogs were a hardy bunch that swarmed all over Egypt.
No place was considered off limits to them. Even the burning hot
ovens did not prevent them from fulfilling Hashem’s command.
When the Almighty said, “Go,” they went. It took enormous mesiras
nefesh, self-sacrifice, for those frogs to enter the burning oven. For
all intents and purposes, it spelled certain death. In the end, they
were the only frogs who did not die. Whoever carries out Hashem'’s
mitzvah comes to no harm. Chazal (Yoma 85:b) teach that years later
Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah entered the fiery cauldron,
motivated by a kal v’chomer, a priori argument, derived from the
Egyptian frogs. They conjectured, “Frogs do not have a mitzvah of
Kiddush Hashem, to sanctify Hashem’s Name; yet, the frogs entered
the Egyptian ovens, knowing that they probably would not re-
emerge. Certainly Jews, who have this mitzvah, are obligated to
enter the fiery cauldron to demonstrate their inextricable,
uncompromising devotion to Hashem.”

The Maharsha presents a counter question to this kal
v’chomer. Since frogs do not have the mitzvah of V'chai bahem,
“And you shall live by them,” which compels every Jew to live and
not relinquish his life in the performance of a mitzvah, the frogs had
nothing to cause them to refrain from expressing their devotion to
Hashem — not even their lives. Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah had
a very powerful reason for seeking life. Furthermore, the tzelem,
image, that Nevuchadnezer placed before them was not really an
idol. It did not represent a pagan deity, which is another reason why
these holy men did not have to give up their lives. Thus, we return to
our original question: What was the kal v’chomer?

Horav Avraham Kalmanowitz, zI (quoted by Horav Elyahu
Svei, zl), explains that indeed they had no underlying obligation to
sanctify their lives, because they had not been asked to bow down
to an idol. Nonetheless, just because there is no mitzvah of Kiddush
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Hashem does not detract from the fact that what they were being
asked to do was a denigration of the kavod, glory, of Shomayim,
Heaven. To bow down to this image at the behest of an evil gentile
king, one who had earned his stripes murdering Jews, was a gross
chillul Hashem, profanation of Hashem’s Name. Thus, the general
community was obligated to take action to preserve the glory of
Heaven. Someone had to take a stand in defiance of Nevuchadnezer.
Now, the question began: Agreed that someone has to give up his
life, who says that it should be “me”? Let it be someone else. | would
like to avail myself of the mitzvah of V'chai ba’hem; and live by
them.

Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah ruminated over this
question and ruled for themselves, based upon the kal v’chomer
from the frogs. The frogs were given a general command: “Go all
over Egypt.” They, too, had a question: “Why should | be the one to
enter the ovens? Let it be the next frog. | would rather lay on
Pharaoh’s soft pillow. This, too, is a mitzvah.” Regrettably, there will
always be the other fellow. “Let him be the one, not me.” Certain
frogs did not take this attitude. They understood that when action
must be taken, we do not defer to someone else — we act! This was
the lesson which Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah derived from the
frogs. Thus, they entered the fire to demonstrate to Nevuchadnezer
that the glory of Hashem is sacrosanct and supersedes everything.

b... TR DR YA AR ... TRM 72D TU2 WM NYD PURR N
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Behold, at this time tomorrow, I shall rain a very heavy hail... and
now send, gather in your livestock... All the people and the animals
that are found in the field... the hail shall descend upon them and
they shall die ... Whoever feared Hashem chased his servants to the
houses. And whoever did not take the word of G-d to heart he left his
servants. (9:18,19,20,21)

Makas Barad, the plague of hail, begs elucidation. Horav
Baruch Dov Povarsky, Shlita, presents us with a number of questions
concerning this plague. Moshe Rabbeinu pinpointed to Pharaoh the
exact time when the plague would commence by making a mark on
the wall. He explained that when the sun would reach this mark, it
would begin to hail. Afterwards, he told Pharaoh to have all his
servants and possessions remanded indoors or else they would die
or be destroyed. Why did Hashem warn them? The purpose of the
plague was to punish the Egyptians. Why give them an exit strategy
to save themselves? Furthermore, why did he tell them to
immediately take in their slaves, if, in fact, he had told them that the
plague would not begin until a specific time on the next day? What
was their rush to seek shelter? The language of the pesukim is
redundant. “Any man or animal who is in the field, who is not in the
house.” Obviously, if they were in the field, they were not in the
house. The Torah refers to the Egyptian who protected his slaves and
possessions as being G-d-fearing. What does protection have to do
with the fear of G-d? It is common sense to remain indoors during a
storm.

In order to respond to these questions and present a new
understanding of this plague, the Rosh Yeshivah quotes a chiddush,
novel idea, from the Brisker Rav, zl. Every other plague (except the
smiting of the firstborn) lasted for one week. Makas barad, contends
the Brisker Rav, fell every moment of the seven (allotted) days. Thus,
whoever left the protection of his home/shelter was immediately
“downed” by a hailstorm. Hail did not fall on the houses, only on
people, animals and the open fields. Any protected edifice remained
protected.

Having quoted this, Rav Povarsky advances this idea
further, positing that the plague of hail had two distinct aspects to it.
One aspect was identical with all the other plagues: it devastated

the Egyptians. This is what it was meant to do, and it achieved its
purpose. A second aspect to the plague was exclusive to makas
barad: Hashem had given a command to the Egyptian people to
remain in the shelter of their homes and to do likewise concerning
their animals. The purpose of this component of the plague was to
teach the Egyptians that whoever follows Hashem’s command will
not experience harm: Shomer mitzvah lo yeida davar ra, “He who
obeys the commandment will know no evil” (Koheles 8:5). Makas
barad had an educational component. The command to stay home
and protect oneself and his possessions went into effect
immediately. Although the hail would not begin until the morrow,
today they were to stay home to demonstrate that they were
obeying Hashem’s command. The yarei Shomayim, G-d-fearing,
Egyptian who obeyed Hashem’s command was spared from harm, as
were his home and his possessions. The one who (was) lo sam libo,
“who did not take the word of G-d to heart,” and did not
immediately follow Hashem’s command paid dearly the next day
when, even in the protection of his own home, he experienced the
devastation that resulted from the hail, as the hail came crashing
through his home. He did not follow instructions; he waited too
long. Indeed, those who listened, and, by chance, their animal
wandered out the next day, were not affected by the hail. They
obeyed, and those who obey do not suffer harm.

The Torah’s use of asher lo sam libo as the opposite of
yarei es dvar Hashem is interesting. One would think that the
adverse of G-d-fearing is not G-d-fearing. Why does the Torah alter
the description of the individual who disobeys? Horav Yeruchem
Levovitz, zl, derives from here that yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven,
is a natural instinct that is part and parcel of the psyche of every
human being. A human being fears G-d. The reason that his innate
fear of G-d remains dormant is that he does not apply it to his heart.
The average human being does not take the time to think that a
Divine Supreme Being guides and maintains the world. He goes
through life with nary a care in the world until something goes
wrong, and then he suddenly realises that he has been ignoring
Hashem. Any deficiency in yiraas Shomayim is self-imposed due to
his lack of recognising and acknowledging the metzius,
reality/essence, of Hashem.

Va’ani Tefillah

29217 TOM 7 7292 7AW avw aw
Sim shalom, tovah u’vrachah, chein v’chesed v’rachamim
Establish peace, goodness, blessing, graciousness,
kindness and mercy.

It seems as if we are presenting a tall order, asking for so
much. However, as Horav Shimon Schwab, zI, explains, the peace
that we are requesting is inner peace, tranquillity of mind, lack of
anxiety — basically to have it all together in such a manner that a
person is at peace with himself. To some, this may seem to be
unimportant, until they realise that they do not have it. Without
peace of mind, one cannot function properly. Indeed, not only is it
the highest form of peace, it is the most fundamental, without which
nothing else really matters. In this brachah, blessing, we ask for
more: goodness, blessing, graciousness, kindness and mercy. These
are the attributes through which a person is able to realise that
Hashem loves him. When a person is at peace with Hashem, i.e. he
is the beneficiary of the above qualities, he realises how truly
fortunate he is. Thus, he is able to achieve tranquillity of soul with
Hashem. The person who is not at peace with himself will invariably
not realise that Hashem loves him. It is a vicious cycle which can be
avoided only once a person is willing to open his eyes and see how
much goodness he has in his life. This will lead to the appreciation
that is critical to the establishment of inner peace.
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“Hashem spoke to Moshe and said to him: I am
Hashem.”  “I appeared to Avrohom, to
Yitzchok, and to Yaakov as Keil Shakai, but
with My Name Havayah I did not make Myself
known to them.” Moshe Rabbeinu complained
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu due to the pain of Klal
Yisroel, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded
regarding which Sheimos Hakdoshim were
known to the Avos Hakdoshim. Why does
Hakodosh Boruch Hu tell Moshe here about
the Sheimos Hakdoshim, which were revealed
to the Avos and which weren’t?

The Shem Elokim represents the
Midas Hadin of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, while
the Shem Havayah represents the Midas
Harachamim. This Posuk begins with the
Midah Hadin, and then changes to the Midas
Harachamim. Hakodosh Boruch Hu was
letting Moshe Rabbeinu know that he should
exert himself to change the Midas Hadin to the
Midas Harachamim through Tefilah. So says
the Gemara in Sukkah 14a, and Yevomos 64a
says that the Loshon of 1nyis a Loshon of
Tefilah, for it is a pitchfork, and like a
pitchfork turns things over, so too the Tefilos
of Tzaddikim can change the Midas Hadin to
the Midas Harachamim. (q"ow *nn)

We do find the Shem Havayah on the
lips of the Avos when the Torah speaks about
the Avos. Here, however, the intent is not the
mere knowledge of the Name. 'T nw nyT,
denotes a much deeper awareness, an
awareness that we will perhaps attain
completely only upon the culmination of our
entire historical experience, as Yeshaya says
of this ultimate Geulah, 52:6 “1 oW ny17” — to
understand the mode of Hashem’s rule that is
signified by this Name. This understanding
can be attained completely only from the
collective experience of all the generations, yet
the Avos only stood at the beginning of the
ages. Thus, “Dn7 myTi X7 "T MWI” means, “T did
not become known to them as the One Whose
Name is the Shem Havayah.” (7x91 jlwnw "
wn)

“And You had said, I shall know you
by name.” Moshe was speaking to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu and he said that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu had said that he would know Klal Yisroel
by name. It saysin Shemos 6:3 “Dnnax 78 KNI
DNY7 MYTR X7 T 'Yl =TV -8 2py IR PR TR
The Avos Hakdoshim are the Sod of “‘1 2y’ —
(Shemos 34:6). These words are said
immediately prior to the 13 Middos of
Rachamim of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The word
“qay"” can be broken down into “ay” and “m.”
The 2y, which is the Gematria of 72, is the
same Gematria of Ton, which represents
Avrohom Avinu, as we know that Avrohom
was the Midah of Chesed. The 1M, is the
Gematria of 216, which is the same Gematria
as nX7', which represents Yitzchok Avinu, as
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Pitchfork Prayer

we know that Yitzchok was the Midah of
Yirah. The Shem Havayah represents Yaakov
Avinu, as the Posuk tells us regarding Yaakov,
“9u av1 "1, (The Gematria of the name 2y
is equal to 182, which is the same Gematria as
the Shem Havayah seven times (26x7=182) —
the seven times of the Shem Havayah is for the
seven days of the week. Each day, one of the
Sefiros are in control: ,n¥1 ,NIXON ,N112A ,TON
nn'n 7o', TIn. Bereishis 28:13 “ny max mani
77N AwR 02 ymnwt” — Hakodosh Boruch Hu
told Yaakov Avinu that He would be with him
and protect him wherever he goes, for in
Yaakov’s name are the seven Names of
Havayah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, which
control all seven days of the week. Therefore,
Yaakov would have protection every day of the
week, for he would have Hashem with him).
The words "1 1av' together have the same
Gematria as the Shem *-1-w. Within the Shem
Havayah, is another Shem Havayah. Each
letter has what is revealed and what is “inside”
the letter. The letter Yud is spelled, Ti. The
letter that is revealed is the ", and the inside
letters are the TI. The Yud is equal to 10, and
the TI1is also equal to ten. The other letters,
the nn, and the 11 have the same letters outside
and inside. Thus, the Gematria of the outside
letters are 26, and the Gematria of the “inside”
letters are also 26. In essence that means that
the Shem Havayah is doubled. The outside one
is Yaakov Avinu, as we stated, and the inside
one is K’'neged Moshe Rabbeinu. The Shem -v
-7 together with the additional Shem
Havayah, together has a Gematria of 340,
which is the Gematria of nw. This is what
Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Moshe
Rabbeinu, that He will be known to Klal
Yisroel with “ow” which is the extra Shem
Havayah above the Shem Shakai. It is that
extra Shem Havayah which represents
revealed miracles. Hakodosh Boruch Hu was
saying that while the Avos Hakdoshim, “ X%
nn? myTn” — they did not see the revealed
Shem Hashem, they saw the Shem Shakai
without the additional Shem Havayah, while
Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim would be Zoche to
see the nw, the Shem Shakai with the Shem
Havayah, and that was Klal Yisroel would see
amazing wonders and miracles — that which is
revealed and seen by all. (x"12)
The Posuk begins with a harsh
Loshon of speech, “n'77x 7a1” and we also
know that the Shem Elokim is the Shem of
Din. Rashi says on this that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu spoke words of rebuke to Moshe. However,
if this is so, then how can the end of the Posuk
say, ““T ax ") x1” — which is the Shem
Havayah — the Shem Hashem of Rachamim?
The answer to this question is simple, for as it
says in Devorim 4:35 “n'y'7xn xin 177 — “The
Shem Havayah, is the Shem Elokim,” and the
Posuk says 6:4 “Tnx "1 n'p7x 77 — “The Shem

Havayah, and the Shem Elokeinu, it is all one
—the Shem Havayah.” This is coming to teach
us that even if Chas V’sholom one is punished
with the Midas Hadin, nonetheless it is all for
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his good. The Din is also Rachamim, it is just
that we don’t understand it and see it only as
Din. However, Le’asid Lavo, when we will see
everything, we will understand that it is all for
good, it is all Midas Harachamim. We must
have this Emunah and know that it is like
birth pangs, that although it may be painful at
times, if one can endure the birth pangs, they
will rejoice with the birth of a child, so too Klal
Yisroel will ultimately rejoice with the coming
of Moshiach, and be Zoche to the eternal
Geulah. This is what Hakodosh Boruch Hu
was teaching Moshe Rabbeinu here. Moshe
went to complain to Hakodosh Boruch Hu
about the increased pain and anguish of Klal
Yisroel. Hakodosh Boruch Hu was answering
him that in fact it was good for Klal Yisroel.
This allowed them to leave Mitzrayim earlier.
“D''tx 121”7 — You must know that the Midas
Hadin, “1 98" — is all Midas Harachamim.
(qmow "nn)

Each of the Names of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu represent different Middos of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Klal Yisroel were not
worthy at that time to receive the Torah
Hakdosha, and in truth, they would do sins
which would certainly make them unworthy of
having the Torah. There was a great gift that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to Klal Yisroel
after the Chet Ha'eigel, which is something
that Klal Yisroel must utilize after they sin. It
is called the nmann nitm a™, as Moshe told us
in Parshas Ki Sisa. The question is, in what
Zechus were Klal Yisroel Zoche to the nitn a™
n'nnIn?

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was letting
Moshe Rabbeinu know that it was in the
Zechus of the Avos. When we say the words,
“1 72y1” immediately preceding the mnrtm a™
nmnn, we must know that it represents the
Avos Hakdoshim and Moshe Rabbeinu, in
whose Zechusim we were Zoche to this
amazing tool to achieve a Kapparah for our
sins. Moshe Rabbeinu feared that Klal Yisroel
may not have the Zechus of the Torah
Hakdosha, and therefore perhaps they would
not be redeemed from Mitzrayim. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu answered Moshe that the
Malachim did not have a valid claim against
the Torah, and that Klal Yisroel would be the
ones to receive the Torah. Praised are Klal
Yisroel that we are Zoche to the Torah
Hakdosha, and to have the nmnan nim a™, to
correct that which we wrong. With all this, we
must know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
always looking out for us, and while there are
times there may be Din, it is really all
Rachamim. Hakodosh Boruch Hu showers us
with goodness, and we must recognize it.
When it appears that we are receiving Din, we
must know that even that is really Rachamim.
May we be Zoche to truly attach ourselves to
the Torah Hakdosha, and when we Chas
V’sholom transgress it, to use the nrmn a™
npmnn, to be able to return to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu.
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Feige Bracha
He has dedicated his life to helping
others but there’s still much more
work to be done. May Hashem give
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him the strength to keep doing it.
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Now Vou Kyow!
The Mishna in Pirkei Avos (2:4) says,
“Do not judge a man until you have
come to his place.” This means that
you need to truly understand what
someone is going through, and what
he's gone through until now.
Otherwise, you will mistakenly think
you know why he did what he did and
you may treat him inappropriately.
This applies to all dealings with
others. We need to connect to them in
a way that helps us see things from
their perspective.
When Moshe went to the lews to
relate Hashem's message of the
upcoming redemption, there's an
unusual musical note on the verse.
“And Moshe spoke thusly to the
Children of Israel, but they didn't
listen to Moshe from weakness of
spirit and hard work.” (Shmos 6:9)
Under the word Moshe is the musical
notation called “T'vir, broken.”
Usually, it is connected with a note
called “Darga, step,” which has an
upward tone.
In this case, though, it stands alone,
as Moshe endeavored to make
himself feel broken and low in order
to connect with his flock and get
through to them.
Alas, they were still unable to hear
what he had to say, but it was due to
the stress and not because he had
failed to empathize with them.

Thought of the week:
What you get by achieving
your goals is not as
important as  what  you
become by achieving your
goals.
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“Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aharon, and commanded them to the Children of
Israel, and to Pharaoh, King of Egypt, to take the Children of Israel from the land of
Egypt.” (shmos 6:13)

In issuing the command to Moshe and Aharon to take the Jews from Egypt, there were
several stipulations. Rashi, here, tells us that they were commanded to treat the Jewish
People gently. He quotes from the Midrash, but only a fraction of what it really says.

In Shmos Rabbah, Hashem prepares Moshe for what he can expect from his new charges,
the Jews. “They can be rude; they can be rebellious. They will curse you and throw stones
at you. Be prepared for that, and still lead them with understanding and compassion. And
as for Pharaoh, treat him with respect and the reverence due someone in his position.
Though | will bring him to judgment, honor him when you speak to him.”

Moshe did so, and when he told Pharaoh that he would come running and begging to let
the Jews leave, he was circumspect and didn’t say it outright. He allowed Pharaoh to
maintain his honor and dignity even though he was a wicked man.

This Midrash enlightens us to the true nature of leadership, and of power. When one has a
task to do, he doesn’t have a right to step on anyone else or belittle them in order to
achieve his goal. He cannot get upset at those who stand in his way, because it was under
those conditions that he accepted the job, and it is part and parcel of the assignment.

Hashem gives us Torah to learn and mitzvos to follow. He gives us each our personal
mission and the tools and skills to complete it. It may take effort and hard work, but it is
doable. And Hashem gave us something else, too. He gave us obstacles, roadblocks, and
distractions. He won’t necessarily, and rarely ever in fact, make it easy. But that’s all a part
of the task at hand.

Hashem told Moshe, “You will be doing good for these people yet they will denigrate you.
You will see a man unworthy of honor, yet honor him you shall.” The way we think things
should work is almost never the way Hashem knows they should. We don’t each get the
warning that Moshe did, but the rule applies to us and we learn from him.

In life, we will have our roles to play and our missions to accomplish. But we should be
forewarned that when things come up that we weren’t expecting, we must know they were
part of the plan all along. They are what makes the mission more precious by making it
more challenging. Moshe and Aharon went into the job accepting these terms and they
succeeded. We can succeed as well, if we, too, are willing to roll with the punches.

The Satmar Rav was speaking to a man who was very successful in business. He asked
the man about his spiritual endeavors, and whether he had set times to learn. The man
replied that his business took up all of his time and he was not able to learn Torah.

“When | retire, though, then I'm going to make sedarim and learning Torah a priority.”

The Rebbe gently shook his head. “The Mishna in Pirkei Avos (2:4) says, “don’t say, ‘when
I have the free time, I'll learn.” For maybe you will not have free time.”

“This doesn’t just mean you may never have an opportunity to learn, though it is a distinct
and serious possibility,” continued the Satmar Rebbe.

“Rather, it also means that maybe what Hashem wants from you is precisely that - to learn
when you DON'T have free time. He wants you to learn when it’s hard, for then the mission
is much more difficult, and therefore much more meaningful.”
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