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arshas Vayigash begins in the middle of a heated
debate between Yehuda and Yosef who was
valiantly trying to continue his charade. As we
learn the Pesukim, we always wonder what is Yehuda
adding to the argument? The end of Parshas Mikeitz
finds us in a serious dilemma – Yosef ’s cup is found
in Binyamin’s bag, and Yehuda suggests a solution.
He says ALL OF US will become your servants, and
Yosef rejects it. He countered that it is a miscarriage
of justice, חלילה לי, ONLY the criminal should be
punished while the rest of you can go back home.
Rather logical, we would say. So  ויגשbegins with a
new twist that Yehuda tries – take me as an  עבדin the
place of Binyamin. Yosef had just rejected anything
other than the one who did the crime himself must
do the time, since justice and fairness must be
upheld. What was the  חידושthat Yehuda entered into
the debate that was novel, that was so unique, that
the hostile viceroy broke and ended his charade?
What a beautiful Vort that Rav Avigdor Neventzal,
Rav of the old city of Yerushalayim, said to allow
us to understand and maybe even learn something
from this story. Yehuda taught that (44:32) כי עבדך ערב
 את הנער מעם אביsince I am an  ערבfor my brother, I
took responsibility for him - the concept of כל ישראל
 ערבים זה לזהthat allows me, for example, to make
Kiddush for someone else. Rav Neventzal posits
that  ערבותis connected to the concept of תערובות,
a mixture of often kosher and non-kosher products
mixed together in one blended composite, becoming
one single entity. This thought is the reason why one
Jew can perform a Mitzvah for another Jew because
 ערבותMAKES ALL OF US ONE ENTITY. Yehuda
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exhibited to Yosef that while you may be right about
the injustice of it, but because of  ערבותHE AND I
ARE ONE, so you can take me in his place. Yosef,
upon hearing such selfless brotherhood, the stellar
 אחדותthat was lacking in his treatment, could NOT
CONTINUE with his act - they treated each other
 כאיש אחד בלב אחדand they shouldn’t suffer anymore.
הפלא ופלא.
Another appropriate lesson earmarked for us to
learn from is from the fact that Yaakov refused to
believe that Yosef was alive. ויפג לבו כי לא האמין להם
(45:26) and was only somewhat relieved when he
saw the wagons that Yosef sent. Rashi quotes Chazal
that he got the hint, saw the message that Yosef still
remembered the last Sugya they had learned, עגלה
ערופה, (somehow corresponding to the word עגלות,
wagons, despite their totally different meanings). It
seems that Yaakov was still not fully convinced, the
comfort was still not complete, until he says (46:30)
אחרי ראותי פניך כי עודך חי, when as Rashi quotes, Yaakov
read קריאת שמע. It seems that he had to look Yosef in
the face - the Panim - the face which is the window
into the Penim, of what is inside. What troubled
Yaakov was, how could Yosef survive in Mitzrayim,
with its California-like morality, and still be the same
Yosef? Just being alive and breathing would not have
been comforting to Yaakov. The signal of the wagons
had given Yaakov hope, but he still had to see Yosef
in person. When that happened, Yaakov said Shema,
and Mefarshim wonder why Yosef did not also
say Shema. The answer lies in the understanding
of the Pasuk. The Mitzvah of Shema is to accept
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upon ourselves עול מלכות שמים, which as per many
Mefarshim means to accept that the  מדת הדיןand the
 מדת הרחמיםARE ONE. We say: Hear Yisroel, Hashem
which represents “Rachamim”, Elokeinu which
represents “Din” are ALL Hashem Echad, its ALL
“Rachamim”. Yaakov had a very rough 22 years of
anguish and distress, years where he felt the brunt of
the  מדת הדיןand ONLY NOW, with Yosef spiritually
intact as he was, did the realization of Hashem’s plan,
imbued with Rachamim, dawn on him - so he said
Shema. Yosef had realized this from the start - from
the buyers transporting sweet smelling goods - that
the whole scheme of his dreams and Klal Yisroel
coming to Mitzrayim, was  מדת הרחמיםat its core.
Yosef had already said “that Shema” years ago.

The second point Harav Forshlager points out is
that a wagon is meant to transport groups of people
rather than one individual. To survive any Galus,
Klal Yisroel must have that Achdus to be Zocheh to
the Geulah. Yosef wanted their arrival to Mitzrayim
to be TOGETHER ON A WAGON, to indicate to the
seventy Nefashos: This is how to survive and make it
through the darkness of the Galus. The same Achdus
that Yehuda showed Yosef; the same Achdus that the
Shevatim showed around the deathbed of Yaakov as
they were about to learn of the Geulah (as pointed
out by Chazal); the same unity that the Haftorah of
Vayigash tells of the split in Klal Yisroel which will
end and  והיו לאחדים בידך, there will be ומלך אחד יהיה
 לכלם. Mefarshim emphasize that  אחדותis needed
for the Geulah. We must not let our feet touch the
ground of our Galus - figuratively and ride together
on our “wagons” to  ירושלים הבנויה בב"א.

There are two fascinating insights into the wagons that
Yosef sent, pointed out by Rav Michoel Forshlager
in his Sefer Toras Michoel. Those of us who knew
of him knew that Rav Aaron Kotler called him the
Gadol Hador. There was another veiled message that
Yosef meant to send, because he knew what his father
feared. The message was yes, I lived in Mitzrayim but
I stayed above the ground, not absorbing anything
as if I was on a wagon. I remained above it all, and
as such, I was able to survive my Galus. My wagon
was insulated by the Daled Amos Shel Halacha,
despite my geographical location. What an insight!
What a lesson! How especially poignant is this Vort,
coming from a Gadol of who Rav Gifter said: Even
when he doesn’t sit in the Bais Medrash, he still sits
in the Daled Amos Shel Halacha (see biography
“The Hidden Giant of The Torah World” by R’ A.M.
Friedman).

Among those that are מצפים לישועה,
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ב״ה

WISHING A HEARTFELT MAZEL TOV TO OUR DEAR FRIENDS,

Grandparents:

REB ARI & BELLA LEVITAN
DONIEL & FAYGIE SOLOFF

Great-Grandparents:

RABBI & MRS. CHAIM ZEV "THE ROSH" & ROCHEL LEVITAN
& THE ENTIRE LEVITAN & SOLOFF FAMILIES
ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR GRANDSON, GREAT-GRANDSON, & SON TO

SHIMON & CHAVA RINA
! שיזכו להכניסו בבריתו של אברהם אבינו בעיתו ובזמנו ולהגדילו לתורה לחופה ולמעשים טובים

 יעקב משה בן דבורה שירה, מיכאל בן שולמית, מלכה בת רחל:לזכות רפואה שלמה
אברהם יהודה בן שרה רבקה ומתתיהו ישעיהו בן חנה חניקה

