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 




                



             

  






 
             




  
               



 



   



             
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1492.], (5505/1744); 
� Rav Gedaliah of Zalkaa, (5524/1763); 
� Rav Rephoel Kohen of Hamburg (1722–1803). Rosh Yeshiva in Minsk at the age of 

nineteen, Rav Rephoel became Rav of Pinsk in 1763. In 1776, he became Rav of the joint 
community of Altuna, Hamburg, and Wandsbek (AHU). He is the author of Toras 
Yekusiel, (5564/1803); 

� Rav Chaim Yosef Brukstein of Pistin, (5625/1864); 
� Rav Dovid Twersky of Makarov. Makarov is located in Kievskaya, twenty-eight 

kilometers from Kiev. The earliest known Jewish community was in 1765. In 1897, the 
Chassidic population (census) was 3953. The Twersky Chassidic dynasty began in Makarov 
with Nachum Twersky (1805–1851). Decimated in the Holocaust, Makarov is an offshoot 
of the Chernobyl dynasty, (5663/1902); 

� Rav Hillel Moshe Meshel Gelbstein (1834–1904 or 1907).Born in Bialystok, his 
mother was a twelfth-generation descendant of the Shla HaKodosh. At the age of fifteen, 
he traveled to Kotzk and became a Chassid of the Kotzker Rebbe. After the Kotzker passed 
away, Rav Meshel adopted the Chiddushei HaRim as his Rebbe. On the 23rd of Adar of 
1867, the Chiddushei HaRim was niftar, and on the 13th of Nissan that same year, the 
Tzemach Tzedek was niftar. Considering himself orphaned, Rav Meshel moved to Eretz 
Yisrael and settled in Yerushalayim – he would never again sleep outside the walls of the 
city. His seforim include Mishkenos Le’abir Yaakov, Ohr LaYeshorim, and Ohr Zorua 
LaTzaddik, (5665 or 5668/1904 or 1907); 

� Rav Rephoel Dovid Auerbach, Rosh Yeshiva of Sha’ar Shomayim, (5630–5706/1869–
1945); 

� Rav Gedalya Moshe Goldman of Zvhil (1888–1949), son of Rav Shlomo (Reb 
Shlomke) of Zvhil. When the Soviets rose to power, he was sent to Siberia and after eight 
years of exile managed, in 1936, to flee to Eretz Yisrael, where he concealed his greatness. 
He served as an Admor for only five years, for he was niftar when he was just sixty-one, 
(5710/1949); 

� Rav Nachum Dov HaKohen Kreisman (1923–2004). Born in the town of Rakishok in 
Lithuania’s Ponovezh District from a famous line of Rabbonim who served in the Rakishok 
Rabbinate for nine consecutive generations, ending with Rav Betzalel Yalovetzky. As a 
bochur he went to Yeshivas Telz, where he studied under Rav Eliyohu Meir Bloch. He 
settled in Baltimore and enrolled at Ner Yisrael, where he studied under Rav Yaakov 
Yitzchok Ruderman. When Rav Aharon Kotler came to Baltimore, Rav Ruderman sent two 
bochurim to the train station to meet him: Nachum Dov and Shmuel Kamenetsky. Noting 
the high caliber of the two young men, Rav Kotler took them back with him to New York in 
preparation for starting Yeshivas Lakewood. In 1954, Rav Kreisman moved to Eretz 
Yisrael and married, and in 1967, he was chosen to serve as a Dayan by Rav Yosef Sholom 
Elyashiv, Rav Betzalel Zolti, the Rav of Yerushalayim, and Rav Shlomo Shimshon Karelitz, 
(2004/5765). 

� 25th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 12th) 

� Rav Avrohom, brother of the Vilna Gaon, author of Maalos HaTorah, (5568/1807); 
� Rav Mordechai Roke’ach, Rav of Bilgoria (Bilgoraya). The son of the third Admor of 

Belz, Rav Yissochor Ber Roke’ach, and father of the fifth and current Rebbe, Rav Yissochor 
Ber Roke’ach, (5710/1949); 

� Rav Elya Yurkanski (1908–2005). Born in Minsk, he and two brothers were smuggled 
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over the border to Poland, on a recommendation by the Chofetz Chaim; Rav Elya was not 
yet a bar mitzva and would never again see his parents. He spent almost ten years in 
Baranovich with Rav Elchonon Wasserman before leaving for Mir in 1929. He traveled 
with the Yeshiva to Shanghai and eventually joined the Yeshiva in New York, where he 
remained his entire life. He was a Rosh Yeshiva with Mir for over fifty-five years, 
(5766/2005). 

 

� 26th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 13th) 
� Rav Shlomo Segal, Av Bais Din Polna’ah and Lvov, mechaber of Mibais Levi, [Hamodia 

2007 lists Rav Shlomo Charif, Rav of Lvov, 1637], (5399/1638); 
� Rav Refoel HaKohen Katz of Hamburg (1723–1803). Born in Liphland to Rav Yekusiel 

Ziskind, the Rav of the town, Rav Refoel was taken to learn with the Shaagas Arye, a 
relative, in Minsk, at the age of twelve. At the age of nineteen, Rav Refoel replaced his 
Rebbe as Rosh Yeshiva in Minsk. Four years later, he was chosen as Rav of Rakow, and 
later of Smilowitz. In 1763, he became Rav in Pinsk. There he wrote Toras Yekusiel on 
Yoreh De’ah, with an appendix of Halochos pertaining to agunos. Leter he became Rav in 
Posen, and in 1776 of the three kehillos of Atuna, Hamburg and Wandsbeck (AH”U). He 
also authored Sheilos HaKohanim Torah on the avoda of the Kohanim, Shu”t Veshav 
HaKohen, Mapei Lahon on the issur of loshon hora, and Daas Kedoshim, (5564/1803); 

� Rav Simcha Soloveitchik, son of the Bais HaLevi, (5702/1941); 
� Rav Aryeh Mordechai Halberstam of Shinova, (5691/1930); 
� Rav Mordechai Zimmerman, renowned mohel (1913–2005). Born in New York to Rav 

Yosef Yehoshua and Shaina Rochel Zimmerman, he attended Torah Vodaas, which his 
father helped found. He and his two brothers were sent to Mir and Grodna in Europe. 
While in Europe, he met with the Chofetz Chaim. He received his ksav semicha 
(Rabbinical ordination) from Rav Shimon Shkop. After his marriage, he lived in Dubuque, 
Iowa, for five years, and then settled in the Bronx. In the mid-1980s, he moved to Boro 
Park, where he became a prominent member of the Mirrer minyan. He was survived by 
two sons, a daughter and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren, (5766/2005). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Mordechai SharabiRav Mordechai SharabiRav Mordechai SharabiRav Mordechai Sharabi, , , , 20202020
thththth
    ofofofof    MarMarMarMarCheshvanCheshvanCheshvanCheshvan    

Rav Mordechai Sharabi loved to sit 
outside in the yard of his house and enjoy 
the sunshine. His house was located right 
next to the Yeshiva Nahar Sholom and until 
today, you can take a look at those 
buildings. 

One day, a seven floor building was 
being built next to his facilities and the 
sunshine didn't reach the yard of the Rav 
anymore. Rav Sharabi was so upset that he 

cursed the new building. Other say that he 
cursed the new building because it was 
much higher than his shul behind it. 

The building was supposed to be an 
office and shopping center but what 
happened was that in the course of all those 
years, the majority of the shops went 
bankrupt. There are some private people 
renting apartments and some branches of 
Yerushalayim's municipality have their 
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offices inside. However, on the ground 
floor, all shops never made it but only one: 
A bakery! 

Why the bakery? 

It is said that before the bakery 
moved in, the father of the owner took 
away the Sharaby curse. Rav Alon used to 
be a famous Kurdish Rav in Yerushalayim 
and he was the father of Chezi Alon, the 
owner of the bakery.  

Curse or not? Fact is that no shop 

has ever made it in the building and the 
bakery is making plenty of money! By the 
way, Rav Sharabi's students buy their 
products and no one speaks about the curse 
anymore. Nevertheless, the building is 
unofficially called the "haunted building" 
and a tourist attraction among Israeli 
visitors. 

www.shearim.blogspot.com/2010/10/yahrzeit-of-rabbi-mordechai-

sharabi.html

 

Rav Sholom KaminkerRav Sholom KaminkerRav Sholom KaminkerRav Sholom Kaminker, , , , 20202020
thththth
    of of of of CheshvanCheshvanCheshvanCheshvan    

Talmid HaBa’al Shem Tov HaKodosh 

Righteous and Wicked Matzos 

Rav Sholom of Kaminka had a 
unique custom before Pesach: he would 
inspect each matza individually to decide if 
it was fit for consumption. He 
accomplished this wondrous feat by taking 
each matza in hand and turning it round 
and round, inspecting every nook and 
cranny until he was either satisfied or 
dissatisfied. Before him stood two piles of 
matzos; onto the reject pile went each 
matza that Rav Sholom rejected with a cry 
of, “Rosha! – Wicked one!” and he would 
discard those matzos he had found unfit. 
Somehow, he had seen how it had been 
kneaded, rolled out and baked by someone 
whom he deemed a Rosha. Those matzos 
prepared and baked by someone whom Rav 
Sholom held in high regard were accepted 
and added to the pile of matzos known as 
Tzaddikim. 

This wondrous work was watched by 
a throng of amazed Chassidim. But no one 
was as amazed as Rav Yehoshiele, Rav 
Sholom Kaminker’s son. This was because 
he knew who had in fact kneaded, rolled 
and baked the matzos that his holy father 
was even now inspecting, rejecting or 
accepting, and he was dumbfounded by his 
father’s obvious Ruach HaKodesh (divine 
insight). For he, Rav Yehoshiele, had 

marked those matzos that were baked by 
someone highly regarded in the community 
as a righteous figure, with a small 
triangular indentation. This man was held 
in high esteem by all and was known to be a 
man of stature who engaged in fasts, 
hisbodedus (seclusion and isolation) and 
was always taking upon himself some 
penance or stricture – in short he was well 
known as a frummer, a highly pious and 
religious individual, yet his matzos were 
summarily rejected as Rav Sholom 
pronounced on each of them, “Rosha!” and 
heaped them onto the pile of rejects.  

Those matzos, however, baked by some 
happy-go-lucky friendly, smiling, congenial 
guy, who well known as a light-headed 
individual and a so-called good-for-
nothing, always seen befriending everyone 
and “wasting his time” – those matzos Rav 
Yehoshiele had marked with a circular 
impression, and here his father 
pronounced each one a Tzaddik, and sorted 
them onto the pile of matzos he would 
personally eat during Pesach! This is how 
he saw his father’s true Ruach HaKodesh 
manifest and why his father rejected the so-
called frummers, whose dark, depressed 
ways he despised over the simcha of the 
poshut Yidden whose derech he approved 
of.                                   (Ohev Sholom p. 114) 
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