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umbers, ompan wmn, is the name Chazal give the

fourth Sefer of the Chumash. The two countings

in the Sefer — here in Parshas Bamidbar and later
in Parshas Pinchas - are the reason for this title. These
two computations don’t seem to add up - pardon the pun
- being that the first count had already been performed
earlier in Sefer Shemos (Ki Sisa 30:11) by way of the
requisite Machatzis Hashekel. Rashi already notes this
and brings a heartwarming Chazal, mnmn rs5 1n>n qinn
nyw 5o omix, because of Hashem’s love for them He counts
them all the time. He counted when they left Mitzrayim,
after the %y to determine how many had remained, and
now when He came to rest His Shechina upon them,
He counted them again. Hashem counts us out of love,
as Mefarshim try to convey this lofty idea with a sorry
Mashal, "37m> to a miser counting his money - simply
because he loves his money so much. We should note that
in order to send us this message, the Torah uses so many
Pesukim, so many omny in the Sefer Torah, where brevity
is the standard preference; highlighting His fondness for
Klal Yisroel and its every individual.

Similarly, the first Rashi in Shemos explains the counting
of those who went down to Mitzrayim, once again
quoting Chazal, ooaam oxvinw oamab bwmw onrn ymnd
Dmnw 1oon3, to make known how precious they are to
Him as they are compared to stars which He brings out
and brings in by number and by their names, as stated
(Yeshaya 40:26) x7p* pwa o535 DXay qnona Xwmn. See
Radak (ibid) that the name given to each star refers to its
specific mission and purpose; to control a small portion
of the earth. (This is not as heavenly as it sounds — pardon
the pun again - it can be understood with both feet on
the ground as well.) There is a fascinating Chazal (BR'R
10:6) which teaches that every blade of grass is under the
supervision of an “Mazel” which urges and commands it
to grow — 57! That “Mazel” is originates in a star, since

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

-1-

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

VOL. 1/ISSUE 85 X”apn 110’1

Hashem knows the designated task of every star. This
encourages us to look towards the heavens - o>y ornxw
- and realize His Control of everything. Rashi brings this
to highlight the nxn to every m as well; just as Hashem
appreciates every star for its definite purpose, He also
appreciates every individual and their subsequent Tafkid.

We now turn to the Mishna (Avos 3:14) that teaches, 2an
ORI 0van 1o ohya X123w 1 NPT AN N2 oYY XN20w 0N
01pnd ona IRPIw 0nh NPT AR N2 0Ipnd 1A IRPIW 3 man
is dear because he was created ob¥a, and Yisroel are dear
because they are called sons. The Mishna emphasizes
this, because what is especially prominent in these “gifts”
is the fact that Hashem made it KNOWN TO US - nym
ond. Without that knowledge, a Yid can think that he
is so distant from Kadosh Baruch Hu that whatever he
does would not have an impact. We could live our entire
life without being aware of how close we are to Hashem,
without experiencing our relationship, without savoring
that eternal bond.

Rabeinu Bachayeh, in hislast piece in Sefer Vayikra teaches
us how to connect Sefer Vayikra to Sefer Bamidbar, and it
becomes crystal clear when paired with the opening piece
of Rav Shamshon R. Hirsh in Bamidbar. The Pasuk states,
D 712 SR 112 5X wn nx ‘1 my 1wx mynn 15X . Rabeinu
Bachayeh explains the Medrash on this Pasuk as saying
that m>x indicates something which is eternal — a7y nwb
75 ovpy - as stated (Beraishis 2:4) yax1 omw mHhin mox the
world will stand AND ALSO YISROEL as it says — in our
Parsha — (2:32) omax o5 bxaw» ma mpa mHx. Rav Hirsh
illuminates the Inyan, and I quote, “ The concluding
chapter which deals with wpn 1, allows room, within
the framework of Halacha, for one who might feel the
need to express his personal relationship to the sanctuary
by a symbolic dedication of man’s value etc. It opens
with the command to take a census of the nation as an
m7y, a community united by its common calling. All the
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independent members of the nation are to be counted,
one by one. A census of this nature... at the same time,
every individual is made aware that he personally counts
as an important member of the community... The third
book concludes with the dedicatory counting of the flocks
which pass in groups under the staff of their owners. The
fourth book now opens with the counting of the nation as
“G-ds flock” for its Shepherd... The census is conducted
in the wilderness. This proves that... is neither economic
nor political - because economics and politics have no
relevance to life in the wilderness... is to be made in
the service of the Torah which was given on Sinai etc”
The nn, the love of Hashem for us, as a whole and as
individuals, is immutable and will never change despite
our behavior.

This idea is masterfully taught, with perhaps the greatest
words of Chizuk possible, by the Ozrover (Baer Moshe
end of Bechukosai). The end of Vayikra teaches the laws
of nmmn, that one may not exchange an animal that was
designated for a Korban for another animal to be bought
in its stead. Says the Ozrover - Mamash Ah Gevalt
- this follows the Parsha of the Tochacha, of horrific
punishments for a litany of sins where one might think
that Hashem is ready to trade us in for another nation,
given our track record. So Kadosh Baruch Hu teaches
that once there is Kedusha vested - even in an animal - it
can NEVER BE EXCHANGED. The Gemara (Gittin 57b)
teaches us that Hashem was mmixa nmx ayn prw 15 yaws
nnx, swore that He will never trade us in for another
nation. Throughout our history, we have long been
plagued by that thought — after EVERY 12min that we lived
through - we thought "1>"15 Hashem had lost hope in our
ever achieving our purpose. The Mitzvah of Temura is
here to reinforce our belief in ourselves and reject that
corrupt line of thought. Following this thread, 1ama
with the counting done n>n minn after the devastating
Tochacha, dispels any notion of being out of Hashem’s
grace — Hashem still loves us.

This idea would also explain the Haftora of Parshas
Bamidbar; some background is called for. The Gemara
(Pesachim 87a) tells that the Navi Hoshea suggested
that Hashem finally get rid of Klal Yisroel who regularly
disregarded all the Neviim which were sent. Hashem
sends him on a bizarre mission; to marry a woman of
ill-repute, have children with her and then divorce her.
After Hoshea says that he would never be able to desert
children, Hashem says NOW you understand why I
can't cast away and abandon Klal Yisroel. The Haftora
continues with the estranged Yisroel returning with
Teshuva and renewing their vows with Hashem of pnwax
odpb 5. That n>n, which we must remember, w5 nym,

will never be exchanged.

How desperately are we looking for a tangible sign of that

n2n right now. We are still reeling from Meron, which
came on the heels of a year and a half of COVID, and now
the ny of Yishmael rising and putting Yisroel under fire
to the likes of which we have never experienced. We still
need to pay attention to, and heed Hashem’s messages
to us, to Daven and Daven again to spare Yiddishe
Neshamos in the coming days and n¥1>. The Gaon says
MK nanx refers to

that wnana nnx refers to Pesach and

Shavuos. The greatest sign of Hashem’s love for us was
His Giving us the Torah. Let us appreciate that love and

that gift.

We should all be Zocheh in the Zechus of our learning
on Shavuos that the Yeshua for all of us — one by one —

should come m1nna.

Among those who are myw> ooyn.
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The time of the giving of our Torah — nNIN |Nn nt
A simple man got up early every day and left for his difficult job. In
the evening he would return home tired and exhausted, left with
the last of his strength to eat supper and then he would
immediately fall into his bed and fall asleep. The same thing
repeated for several years until one day the pendulum swung the
other way, he won the lottery and became very wealthy. Of course,
he no longer needed to wake up early and there was definitely no
rush to work twice as hard. From then on, he changed into a
respected man who sat among the elite of the kingdom. He would
remember the day he won the lottery quite well and every year on
that date he would hold a large party for his friends and family and
he made it a holiday, for on that day his luck changed for the better.
In the format of the Tefillos of Shalosh Regalim, we bring in the
holiday of Shavuos with the expression ‘zman matan Toraseinu’ —
‘the time of the giving of our Torah’. Matan — meaning a gift, for on
this day we received a great gift, the Torah, and we became a
nation. HaKadosh Baruch Hu established this day as a Yom Tov —
one of the Shalosh Regalim, and every year when this day arrives,
we again receive the Torah, each according to his level. Therefore,
we must prepare for this with Sefiras HaOmer to greet the great
day of receiving the Torah, for had we not received the Torah, we
would have literally been like animals, as it states (Koheles 3:19),
'S NPNAN n DTRN NI’ — ‘man has no superiority over the
beast’. What makes us unique and different from all the other
creatures is the holy Torah. Therefore, we received these days as a
gift to prepare for the receiving of the Torah.

It is well known that just as the days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are judgment days for mundane matters, so is the holiday
of Shavuos the judgment day for spiritual matters. On this day the
Torah is distributed anew every year, and how much success in the
study of Torah is set for us for the coming year. Since this is so, this
day then becomes the judgment day for mundane matters and also
for spiritual matters since the mundane is dependent on the
spiritual. As we have learned in the previous parsha 'mpna ox'
'Dn'ya ndmwa MmNl — 137N - ‘If you will go in my statutes —then |
will provide your rains in their time’ (Vayikra 26:3-4). Therefore, we
must remember that our entire spiritual future is dependent on this
day, and we must take advantage of this day with the learning of
Torah and also Tefillos.

- TivHaMoadim - Shavuos
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Bamidbar-Shavuos

5781

566.465

After talking with some of the families that were affected by the
tragedy in Meron, they encouraged me to write hashgacha stories of
the survivors. They added that not everyone can be a karban tzibbur
[communal offering] and they wanted some encouragement.

The family prepared to leave together by bus, but some were late, and
the trip was delayed. On the way, someone remembered that the
wagon was left in the street and he wanted the driver to go back. It
was only then that we left for Meron, and we accepted every delay
with love knowing that it came from Yisbarach, and we left when we
would have already been in Meron... a half-hour out of Meron we got
the news about the incident. We did a simple calculation, and it seems
had we left on time, we would have been right there on the slippery
steps, but hashgacha decided otherwise. — Moreinu HaRav
My wife asked that | not go to Meron so late at night after the burning
in our place like | do every year. She reasoned that the next day was
Erev Shabbos, and if | do not sleep, how can | go into Shabbos like
that? | wanted to reply that everything would be all right but what
could I do? Just a moment before | saw the story in Tiv HaHashgacha
about the man who listened to his wife about going to Meron on Lag
B’Omer and he did not lose out. He let his wife go, and he stayed home
with the kids and learned Zohar. After reading the story, how could |
go? So | decided not to go that night. | remembered that a friend in
Kollel asked another friend if he wanted to go to Meron with him back
and forth since he works for the bus company and they wanted him
to go Thursday morning and come back empty. They encouraged him
to take a friend to keep him alert. | called my Rav to ask about going
before the yahrzeit, especially since there was no time to go to the
kever, just to the bottom of the mountain. The Rav assured me that
many Rabbanim just daven at the bottom of the mountain, and then
go on their way. He told me it would even be better to go early. | went
and | was already back home by 5:00. | lit the community bonfire, and
the children sang and danced, and we made a seudah in honor of
Rashbi and only much later we heard the news of what happened in
Meron.

A simple calculation revealed that if | had gone at the right time and
not listened to my wife, | would have been right in the middle of it and
who knows what might have happened. -.nD
Rabbosai, everything is with hashgacha.
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TAN AN IRY
Ask your father and he will tell you

190N DNAX N'A7 DNNOWNY? 7XW!' 2 NTY '7D UK DX IRY

78w XaX R¥' 7D 27uni MY DMWY an :Dn?a'7a% 11 7D ning
(2-2:X) ;DN ANX DNXAYY DNX IT?ON
Take a census of the entire assembly of the Children of Israel
according to their families, according to their fathers’ house, by

the number of the names, every male according to their head
count. From twenty years of age and up, everyone who goes out to
the army in Israel, you shall count them according to their armies,

you and Aharon. (1:2-3)

This counting was of ‘everyone who goes out to the army’. The ‘army’
mentioned here is not a ‘soldier of war’, rather, the real meaning is
this: Many people gather together and operate under the same
regime or order, doing as instructed by the leader standing over
them. When we speak of ‘tzavah Hashem’ — ‘the army of Hashem’ —
we can say that the Torah is referring to those going out for ‘avodas
HaKadosh Baruch Hu’, and they impose on them the tasks needed for
the sake of Hashem Yisbarach, similar to what we find further on
(8:24) "Tym 70X NTIAYA XAY XAX?' — ‘he shall join the army in the
service of the Ohel Moed'.
In light of what was said, we learn that a person is not categorized as
an ‘oved Hashem’ until he is twenty years old, as one is only counted
with those going out to the army standing to serve in sanctity when
he is twenty. The reason given is that just as the service in ‘general’ is
not done by anyone under twenty years old, so it is with the service
in ‘particular’. But we know that when a boy reaches thirteen, he is
categorized as an adult and is obligated in all the mitzvos, and if this
is so, then we must understand the difference between the general
service and a particular service. Why is there a distinction between
the private avodah which is incumbent on the person in regard to him
and his Creator, and the communal avodah for Hashem Yisbarach
that is imposed on him? Why is he obligated for the particular right
away, but we do not let him do the general even if he wants to?
The answer to this is that until he reaches the age of twenty, he is not
experienced enough, even though he might have the mental capacity,
and he knows what he is doing and to Whom he is doing it for, he is
still not given the right. He still needs an adult standing over him to
show him how to battle the yetzer that wants to conquer him. If he
chooses a path that is easy on his own, he might be turned away from
the right path even if his intent is proper, since he still does not have
the experience with dealing with the angel standing before him. But
if an adult is standing by his side, he can correct his way and serve his
Creator properly. Therefore, it is appropriate that from the age of
thirteen he should be trained to go in the path of his parents and
teachers before him.
This is not so in avodah in general! General avodah is imposed on one
based on ‘levais avosav ulemishpachto’ — ‘to their fathers’ house and
their families’. That is, he understands and he can see a new link in
the chain of the generations, although we are still in doubt if he is
strong enough to go in their ways against the strange winds that the
yetzer blows his way. The avodah that helps the general public, must
be imposed on one that they are sure will not make them stumble.
What emerges is that the Torah testifies that as long as the person
has not reached the age of twenty, he is not experienced enough, and
the testimony is that the young sheep must nullify their views before
their parents and trainers. They are not allowed to rely on their own
wisdom and weak common sense. Rather, with every situation that
presents itself before them, they must go and ask advice from their
parents or trainers. They must do what they say without veering right
or left. Even if in their minds they think their parents and teachers are
mistaken chalilah, they must negate their views to those who are
older than they are.
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Even if they tell them something which to them seems to be left and
it is right, he must trust them and do as they say, and then Hashem
will make their ways successful.

In truth, this is not an easy task for a boy to negate his view for that
of his parents or teachers, and not because of arrogance, but rather,
for the reason that they are sure that they are right. Rav Yoel Moshe
of Satmar pointed this out jokingly, “That the sons think they are
smarter than their fathers is possible to fathom, but that they think
they are older than their fathers is too hard to fathom.” That is, they
think they know more about life than their fathers and they think
they have more life experience.

However, they must internalize this understanding for the truth of
the matter is that even if it seems to them that they are right, it is
only because they are smallminded. If they are aware of this, then it
gives them the strength to suppress their view and take the advice
of those standing above them.

The proof to our words that during youth the mind of the person is
not complete, is that even the Heavenly Court thinks like this. We
see in the Gemara (Shabbos 89b) that a person is not punished until
the age of twenty. It is for this reason, as long as the person has not
reached half his years of understanding, it is not possible for him to
know. It is also hard for him to align his views to those smarter than
him, since he is smallminded, he thinks he is smarter than everyone
else, therefore, even if he goes against the law, it is not possible to
punish him. Still, the young man can learn from this that his intellect
is not complete, therefore, he must accept proper guidance from his
parents and his rabbis.

It is only when he reaches twenty years of age, then his intellect has
matured, and even though his intellect is not complete, still, at least
he realizes that he has much to learn and he knows to negate his
view to those more experienced than he is. The result of this will be
that he can be sure that he will straighten his ways according to the
path of the true Torah. Do not be embarrassed by this realization as
this is the beginning and the main wisdom in that a person realizes
that he has more to know, and this will bring him success.

Even after a person is old and he has attained knowledge and
understanding, it is incumbent on them to know that even then the
wisdom of those older than him is preferred. There is a proof to this
as well in the Torah. We see that Yitzchak Avinu made no effort for
his shidduch. Avraham appointed Eliezer to seek out a match for
Yitzchak, even though Yitzchak was already forty years old at that
time, and his intellect was mature enough to know what he wanted.
Still, he negated his view to the view of his father who thought it
better that Eliezer go. We see that after this he brought her into the
tent of his mother Sarah and he loved her, and he had no remorse
as a result of negating his view to the view of Avraham. In contrast
to this, we see how Yaakov Avinu exerted himself for his shidduch,
and he chose Rachel by himself, and because of this he had much
anguish, for Lavan tricked him and gave him Leah in her stead, and
he had to work another seven years for Rachel. Even though this was
for the best, for he also merited to have Leah and most of the
shevatim through her, still, there is a sign that whoever heeds the
advice of elders does not lose out.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Bamidbar & Shavuos 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Chag HaShavuos Is Called the “Time of the Giving of Our Torah”
It Is the Day that HKB”H Gave the Torah to the Original Jewish Neshamos

Shabbas parshas Bamidbar approaches us auspiciously.
Hence, it is worthwhile exploring the following statement
in the Shulchan Aruch (0O.C. 428, 4): 2373 nwaa paip oyybr
"magy o1y *v—we always read parshas Bamidbar prior
to Atzeres. The source and rationale for this practice are
found in Tosafos (Megillah 31b). They explain that by reading
parshas Bamidbar on the Shabbas prior to Chag HaShavuos, we
interrupt between the curses recited in parshas Bechukosai

and this joyous festival.

Letusembellish this thoughtby providinganotherrationale
for this practice. We find a wonderful allusion in this parsha
as to why HKB”H opted to give the Torah to Yisrael and not to
the other nations of the world. In the Midrash Yalkut Shimoni
(Bamidbar 684), the sages address the juxtaposition of the
conclusion of sefer Vayikra—in parshas Bechukosai—and
the opening pesukim of sefer Bamidbar. Parshas Bechukosai
concludes (Vayikra 27, 34): bx nwn nx 'nm e aws nnenn aox”
"vg a3 YRAwr ma—these are the mitzvos that Hashem
commanded Moshe to convey to Bnei Yisrael at Har Sinai.
Parshas Bamidbar begins (Bamidbar 1, 1): mwn Y& "1 231
07181 PIND DARNY MW MW 2w Wy TR 1Y YhNe 2200 13Tha
"BR1aR N aY DRINAYRY YRAW? 112 1Y Yo wRA nR kY amry—Hashem
spoke to Moshe in the midbar of Sinai, in the Ohel Mo’ed,
on the first of the second month, in the second year after
their exodus from the land of Mitzrayim, saying, “Take a
census of the entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael, according to
their families, according to their father’s house.” Here is
the pertinent passage from the Midrash:
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The nations of the world were envious of Yisrael
when they received the Torah. They protested: “Why
are they more deserving than any of the other nations?”
HKB"H silenced them. He said to them: “Bring Me your
genealogical record . .. as My children do ...” Therefore,
He counted them at the beginning of this sefer, after
recording the mitzvos . . . Because they only merited

taking the Torah because of their genealogy.

The commentaries, each in his own unique way, struggle
to explain the connection between the “sefer yuchsin”
(genealogical record, family-tree, pedigree) and the giving
of the Torah to Yisrael. Furthermore, at first glance, this
passage seems to contradict an explicit teaching in the
Mishnah (Avos 2, 12): "q% nw11® n2oRw 7910 1mvy 1y 1pnm’—
prepare yourself to study Torah, since it does not come
to you as an inheritance. We see that the acquisition of
the Torah is not inherited automatically, it requires effort
and must be earned. We will endeavor to reconcile these
apparent discrepancies.

Parshas Bamidbar & Shavuos 5781 | 1
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Is Chag HaShavuos Truly the
“Time of the Giving of Our Torah”?

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a tremendous question posed by the Magen
Avraham (0.C. 494) in the name of the Rama of Pano in his
Asarah Ma’amarot. The festival of Shavuos is referred to as
“Zman Matan Toraseinu”—the Time of the Giving of our
Torah. It is the 50" day of the Counting of the Omer and with
our current calendars, it always falls out on the 6% of Sivan.
This does not really agree with the following teachings in the
Gemara (Shabbas). First of all (ibid. 87b), we learn that the
first day of Pesach, the day of the exodus from Mitzrayim, was
a Thursday. Additionally (ibid. 86b), we learn that everyone
agrees that: "oxaw*y 110 man nawa"—the Torah was given to
Yisrael on Shabbas.

According to these teachings, Sefiras HaOmer began on a
Friday, the day after the first day of Pesach. This would mean
that the completion of the forty-nine days of the Omer was
on a Thursday. Thus, the 50" day would have been a Friday.
Yet, we learned that everyone agrees that the Torah was given
to Yisrael on Shabbas; that would have been the 51 day. So,
how can we call Chag HaShavuos, which is the 50* day, “Zman
Matan Toraseinu”? According to this calculation, the Torah
was actually given on the 7% of Sivan.

Clearly, this apparent difficulty has been reconciled in many
different ways. In this essay, however, we intend to delight in
the sacred words of the Kedushas Levi (Shavuos). He relies
on the teaching in the Gemara (ibid. 88a) that on Wednesday,
HKB”H instructed Moshe (Shemos 19, 10): amm1 v anwpr”
By 7o e 1 T e |1 s et oty 32152 19T, anToRY 19251
"o At Yy—prepare them today and tomorrow, and they
shall wash their clothing. Let them be ready for the third
day, for on the third day, Hashem shall descend before
the eyes of all the people on Har Sinai. Thus, the Torah
should, indeed, have been given on Friday, the third day of
preparation. This did not happen, because Moshe Rabeinu
saw fit to add an extra day on his own. In fact, we learn that
HKB”H agreed with him; thus, the Torah was actually given to
Yisrael on Shabbas.

The Kedushas Levi acknowledges that Moshe Rabeinu added
a day of his own accord and that, in fact, the Torah was given on
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the 51°t day, the 7% of Sivan. Nevertheless, Hashem'’s directive:
“Let them be ready for the third day, for on the third day,
Hashem shall descend before the eyes of all the people on
Har Sinai”—is in effect forevermore. In other words, HKB”H
planned to give Yisrael the Torah on the 50 day; also, Yisrael
were prepared to receive the Torah on that day; they had
been cleansed of all previous corruption and contamination.
Therefore, the brilliant light of Matan Torah is revealed on this
day annually, for all eternity. Hence, the appellation “Zman
Matan Toraseinu”—the Time of the Giving of Our Torah—

justifiably applies to Chag HaShavuos.

Notwithstanding, the explanation of the Kedushas Levi
requires further elaboration. Albeit, HKB”H intended to give
Yisrael the Torah on the 6™ of Sivan, and Yisrael were ready and
worthy of receiving the Torah on that day; in reality, however,
Moshe added a day of his own accord, and HKB”H acquiesced.
Thus, Yisrael received the Torah on the 7" of Sivan and not on
the 6™. So, why did HKB”H see fit to reveal the incredible light
of Matan Torah annually specifically on the 6% of Sivan—the
day He originally designated for giving Yisrael the Torah?

Everything Is Complete and Perfect
in the World Called “Kol Yisrael”

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, [ will
attempt to clarify the words of the great tzaddik, the Kedushas
Levi. We will refer to a fundamental principle we learn from
the teachings of the holy Maggid of Kozhnitz, zy”a, in Avodas
Yisrael (Ha'azinu). His sacred words address the following
passuk (Devarim 32, 1): »mR ya87 ynwni m13T81 DMWY 121K

mn, Here is his interpretation:

“Hearken, O heavens, and I will speak; and may the
When a tzaddik
wishes to return the people of his generation to good

earth hear the words of my mouth.”

standing and is constantly speaking words of “mussar” to
them; yet, his words fail to penetrate their hearts, because
their hearts are made of stone, due their numerous
transgressions; and they have become attached to the
klipah, chas v’shalom, G-d help us; it is advisable that
he speak “mussar” to the root of their neshamos, where
the klipah has no hold. This is the meaning of “Hearken,
O heavens, and I will speak”—that is, to the root of the
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neshamos, which are called “heavens”; as a result, “the
earth will hear the words of my mouth”—referring to
man'’s material being.

Let us elaborate. Our sacred sefarim teach us that the
root of man’s neshamah does not descend to earth; it remains
up in the heavens. Only a tiny portion of the neshamah’s
light descends to enter man’s physical body and being. It
is only when man successfully sanctifies the tiny portion of
his neshamah residing with his body—via Torah-study and
the service of Hashem—that the two parts of the neshamah
reconnect. At that point, the root of the neshamah above
illuminates the tiny portion below with a brilliant, intense
light. This enables man to overcome his yetzer and attain even

higher levels of Torah knowledge and service of Hashem.

This explains the insight of the Avodas Yisrael very
nicely. As we have learned, the heavenly root of every Jewish
neshamah is totally unaffected by the sins committed below.
Therefore, when a tzaddik is unable to admonish the earthly
portion of the neshamah due to the enormity of the damage
and imperviousness of the heart resulting from the sins,
iniquities and transgressions: It is advisable that he speak
“mussar” to the root of their neshamos, where the klipah
has no hold.

In other words, the tzaddik must address the root of that
person’s neshamah up above that has been totally unaffected
by that person’s sins. It will then influence and illuminate
the small branch of the neshamah below clothed in a
physical body. This is precisely what Moshe Rabeinu—who
possessed this power—was doing with his pronouncement:
"mm37R1 D awn R’ He was instructing the untainted part
of the neshamah in the heavens to listen and heed what he
was about to say. As a consequence: «’5 IR YIRN Ynwnin—
the part of the neshamah down on earth also heard and
obeyed his words.

In my humble opinion, it appears that this is precisely
the lesson conveyed by the Noam Elimelech (Devarim) in his
interpretation of the formula of the “I'shem yichud,” which is
recited before the performance of various mitzvos: %> nwa”
"sxaw*—in the name of “Kol Yisrael.” Seeing as there is no
perfect tzaddik on earth who has acted only virtuously and
has not sinned (Koheles 7, 20), how is it possible to perform
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any act of kedushah with our tainted limbs? The solution
is to include oneself among the congregation of Yisrael; for
there is a world known as “Kol Yisrael.” It is a complete
and perfect world without any flaws; because Yisrael as a
whole are tzaddikim, as it is written (Yeshayah 60, 21): “And
Your people are all tzaddikim.” Hence, even if individuals
occasionally sin, nevertheless, as a whole, they always retain
their kedushah. They are devoid of a Satan and any serious
defects, chalilah. Their image remains constantly etched
above and is called “Adam Kadmon.” There, sin has no power
orill effect. So, if a person connects with this united entity, his
tainted, blemished limb is rectified with a heavenly kedushah.
He is then able to perform said mitzvah or deed.

In light of our current discussion, it appears that we
can explain what the Noam Elimelech means as follows:
All of Yisrael’s neshamos below are merely tiny offshoots
that have descended from their root neshamos above.
Therefore, all of Yisrael’s neshamos that remain untainted
by sin and transgression are described as “Kol Yisrael.” So,
by connecting with the root of his neshamah in the pure,
unblemished universe of “Kol Yisrael” before performing a
particular mitzvah, a Jew can fulfill that mitzvah perfectly.

Every Jew Has a Portion in Olam HaBa

Based on the insight of the Noam Elimelech, we can better
comprehend the words of the Mishnah (Sanhedrin 90a) that
are customarily recited before studying Pirkei Avos: xawv>”
A% AR 1w oYY T ovI TRyt AN K3t oy phn ot v
mxanmy *1 nwyn syun—all Yisrael has a share of Olam HaBa,
as it says (ibid.): “And your people are all tzaddikim; they
shall inherit the land forever; they are the stem of My
plantings, My handiwork, in which to take pride.” The
commentaries ask how is it possible to say: “All Yisrael has a
share of Olam HaBa”? After all, there are total reshaim, who
have forfeited their share of Olam HaBa due to the extent of
their wickedness.

Nevertheless, based on what we have learned, we can posit
that the Mishnah’s statement refers to the essence and root
of the neshamah that always remains in the heavens above in
the universe of “Kol Yisrael.” Thus, we can read the Mishnah
as follows: In the world called “Kol Yisrael,” where the roots
of Yisrael’s neshamos reside, every Jew has a portion in Olam
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HaBa, since the damaging effects of one’s sins do not reach
there. This can be substantiated by the conclusion of the
passuk: “And your people are all tzaddikim; they shall
inherit the land forever.” It is teaching us that every Jew is
essentially a tzaddik and deserves to inherit a portion of Eretz
Yisrael le’asid la’vo, due to the part of his neshamah above
in the universe of “Kol Yisrael.” For, even a rasha is only a
rasha with respect to the small portion of his neshamah that
has descended to earth. With respect to the main portion of
his neshamah, which remains above in the universe of “Kol
Yisrael,” he is still a virtual tzaddik.

That being the case, a person might say to himself: Why
should I exert myself to sanctify the earthbound portion of my
neshamah within my body? After all, the root of my neshamah
in the heavens remains holy, untainted and intact. Therefore,
HKB”H replies: “They are the stem of My plantings, My
handiwork, in which to take pride.” The reason the root
of the neshamabh is intact is because I created it pure and
unblemished; it is beyond man’s reach and he has no part
of it. Instead, it is man’s obligation to strive to rectify and
sanctify the part of the neshamah below on earth that has
been entrusted to him.

With this premise, we can begin to appreciate the words of
the Avodas Yisrael. As we have learned, the root and majority
of every Jew’s neshamah in the heavens remains unblemished
by his sins. Hence, when the tzaddik sees that his admonitions
are falling on deaf ears—that they are unable to influence
the earthbound portion of a person’s neshamah—due to the
imperviousness of their hearts caused by their extensive sins
and iniquities: It is advisable that he speak “mussar” to the
root of their neshamah, where the klipah has no hold.

In other words, a tzaddik possesses the power to speak
words of rebuke to the untainted root of a person’s neshamah.
As a result, the root of the neshamah is able to influence its
offshoot that is clothed by a human body down on earth. Moshe
Rabeinu, the foremost navi, possessed this unique ability. In
this capacity, he addressed the heavens: "ma3781 mawn R —
hearken, O heavens, and I will speak—he was commanding
the unblemished part of the neshamah in the heavens to listen
and heed his words of rebuke; so that: "»a »nax yarm ynwnr’—
the vulnerable part of the neshamah down on earth would also
hear and respond to his words of rebuke.
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Hashem Descended into
the Universe of “Kol Yisrael”

Following this line of reasoning, we will now elaborate on
the words of the Kedushas Levi. Recall that he asserts that
the reality that HKB”H intended to give Yisrael the Torah on
the third day of preparation endures forever. In fact, HKB"H
kept His word and gave Yisrael the Torah on the third day.
However, He did not give it to the branches of the neshamos
attached to physical bodies down below on earth; He only
gave it to the roots of the neshamos of Yisrael in the heavens
above. For, had the roots of the neshamos not received the
Torah first, their branches below on earth would not have

been able and worthy to receive the Torah.

This explains HKB”H’s statement magnificently: “Let them
be ready for the third day, for on the third day, Hashem
shall descend before the eyes of all the people on Har
Sinai.” Here HKB”H specifies that He will descend “before
the entire nation”—implying that it will be in the presence
of the root neshamos in the universe called “Kol Yisrael.” As
we learned from the Noam Elimelech, in that world, all the
neshamos are united. For this reason, the voice of Hashem
was not actually heard down on earth on that day, because
on that day, the Torah was only given to the root neshamos of

Yisrael in the heavens.

Moshe Rabeinu, however, wisely understood that it is
imperative to also give the Torah directly to the offshoots of
the neshamos of Yisrael down on earth. Therefore, of his own
accord, he added a day of preparation. Thus, HKB”H actually
gave the Torah to the branches of the neshamos of the people
of Yisrael on the following day with the full fanfare of thunder
and lightning. It turns out, therefore, that the two days of
Initially, HKB”H gave
the Torah on the 6% of Sivan, the third day of preparation,

Matan Torah are intimately related.

“before the eyes of all the people”—to the root neshamos
of Yisrael above. After the additional day added by Moshe,
on the 7% of Sivan, HKB”H gave the Torah to the branches
of the neshamos of Yisrael below. This is the implication
of the passuk (Shemos 19, 20): "»1vo a1t by 11 1»"—Hashem
descended upon Har Sinai.
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We now have cause to rejoice. We have successfully shed
some light on the profound words of the Kedushas Levi.
HKB”H established the festival of Shavuos—“Zman Matan
Toraseinu”—on the 50" day of Sefiras HaOmer, the 6™ of
Sivan, the third day of preparation. For, on that day, he gave
the root neshamos of Yisrael the Torah—even though He did
not actually give the Torah to Yisrael down on earth until
the next day, the 7' of Sivan. This explains why we call Chag
HaShavuos “Zman Matan Toraseinu.” For, our main cause
for celebration and joy is that the roots of our neshamos were

privileged to receive the Torah in the heavens above.

Let us add a precious point related to a passuk in parshas
Vaeschanan (Devarim 5, 19): 2a%mp Yo R i1 9397 Rt 0211 NR"
"REY K911 D1 YAty ayn wrn 1inn ana—these words Hashem
spoke to your entire congregation on the mountain, from
the midst of the fire, the cloud and the fog—a powerful
voice that was never-ending. Rashi interprets the end of
this passuk as the Targum does: ”pwa &%1 37 Yp"—a powerful
voice that never ceases. Rashi concludes: 1 prt 191p 99”7
"a1yy—for, His voice is strong and lasts forever. The words
of HKB”H are eternal, constant and do not stop even for a
second. But what is the purpose of this magnificent voice if we
cannot hear it down below? Based on our current discussion,
the answer is simple. This inspirational voice of Matan Torah
was heard by the root neshamos of Yisrael on the third day of
preparation. It is constant and is never interrupted, because
HKB”H continues to give the Torah to the root neshamos of

Yisrael constantly.

In this manner, we can better appreciate the explanation
of the Turei Zahav (0.C. 47, 5) concerning the formula of the
berachah recited before studying Torah: "m=inmt 1n12”. These
words are formulated in the present tense—as opposed tojna”
"m0, in the past tense. He writes that this indicates that the
Almighty gives us His Torah constantly, every day. Therefore,
when we study it, He presents us with new insights and
interpretations continually. In keeping with this discussion,
HKB”H gives us the Torah continually via the roots of our
neshamos above. It descends from there to influence and

imbue the branches of our neshamos below on earth.
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So, on every Chag HaShavuos, on which the Torah was
given to Yisrael, the events of Matan Torah are repeated.
As we learn from our sacred sefarim, on every festival and
holiday, the miracle that occurred back then occurs again
now. Now, on the original Chag HaShavuos, on the 6 of Sivan,
HKB”H did not give the Torah to Yisrael down below; He only
gave it to their neshamos above. The same thing transpires
on every Chag HaShavuos. Even though we do not actually
see or hear Matan Torah, nevertheless HKB”H gives the Torah
to the roots of our neshamos above. Hence, we call it “Zman

Matan Toraseinu.”

Count the Head of Every Member of Yisrael

Continuing on our sacred journey, we will now interpret
that which is written at the beginning of our parsha (Bamidbar
1, 2): "amar neab oninawna® SRAw 12 Nt 9o wRa nx we’—take
a census of the entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael. We have
learned in the Gemara (Berachos 16b): X%X nmiar 11p PN
"mwywy—only three are referred to as Avos. To explain this,
we will refer to what the Megaleh Amukos (Lech Lecha) wrote
regarding HKB”H’s promise to Avraham Avinu (Bereishis 12,
2): "moma o Taw avTaNt 79maRt Y oub qwysr—and 1 will
make of you a great nation; I will bless you, and I will
make your name great, and you will be a berachah. In his
second explanation, Rashi comments: “And I will make of
you a great nation”: This refers to that which they say in
Shemoneh Esreh, “G-d of Avraham”; “and I will bless you”—
this refers to that which they say, “God of Yitzchak”; “and
I will make your name great”—this refers to that which
they say “G-d of Yaakov.”

According to the Megaleh Amukos, with these words,
HKB”H promised that the three holy Avos would be the root
for all Jewish lives (“nefesh”), spirits (“ruach”) and souls
(“neshamah”). He specifies that Avraham is the root of all
the lives; Yitzchak is the root of all the spirits; and Yaakov is
the root of all the neshamos. Thus, every individual Jew is

comprised of all three Avos.

We can suggest based on this premise that this was the

purpose of the directive HKB”H gave Moshe Rabeinu: “Take a
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census (literally: ‘elevate the head’) of the entire assembly
of Bnei Yisrael, according to their families, according
to their fathers’ house ...” HKB”H wanted him to elevate
the root of the neshamos of Yisrael, which represents their
“head,” so that they would merit receiving the Torah at their
roots above. Then, the roots would transmit the Torah to their
branches below located within physical bodies. The passuk
then goes on to explain in whose merit the “head” of Yisrael
received the Torah: “According to their families, according
to their fathers’ house”—namely, in the merit of the three

holy Avos who are the root of the neshamos of Yisrael.

It is with great pleasure that we will now explain the
elucidation in the Midrash related to this passuk: The nations

of the world were envious of Yisrael when they received

the Torah. They protested: “Why are they more deserving
than any of the other nations?” HKB”H silenced them. He
said to them: “Bring Me your genealogical record...as My
children do ..."” Yisrael have a distinguished lineage; they
are the descendants of the three holy Avos—the root of their
neshamos. As such, they deserve to receive the Torah initially
at their roots above. Hence, they are able, subsequently, to
receive the Torah below. The nations of the world, however,
who do not possess this distinguished lineage, are not worthy
or capable of attaining the holy Torah. To prove its point, the
Midrash cites our passuk: “Elevate the head of the entire
assembly of Bnei Yisrael”—elevate the root of the neshamos
of Yisrael--“according to their families, according to their

fathers’ house”—in the merit of the holy Avos.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

t the end of Parshas Bamidbar, the Levi'im are

inserted in place of Klal Yisroel to carry the

Mishkan and its Keilim.The goal is to protect Klal
Yisroel from dying if they got too close to the Keilim
and did not treat them with the respect that is required.
Instead, the Levi'im were placed at risk and reminded
of the price they pay every time Klal Yisroel is counted.
What type of character does it take to accept such a
position?

Special people see their purpose on this world as being
more than just living it. They realize that they have a
mission. The mission isn’t optional. If they fail, they have

to do a better job, not quit. That attitude is only possible
if they consider their Neshama to be “who | am” and
their body, with all the fun it wants to have, as secondary
to their Neshama.

In our daily lives, we don’t have to place our lives at risk
to serve Hashem. But we still have to adopt the attitude
that we have a mission which isn’t optional.We can’t give
up on our daily shiur, children, or Shalom Bayis, regardless
of the cost. Regardless of the price we pay for these
important items, we have to wake up in the morning
and do a better job. Our mission, much like the Levi'im’s
responsibilities, are not optional.

What Should | Do With My Intuition?

eople draw their daily conclusions regarding what

P Sometimes, they can’t even explain to themselves
why they came to the conclusions that they did.They just
“know” it was right. Many times, others disagree with
them. Nevertheless, they insist that they are right. There
are several terms that can describe how they came
to their conclusions. The four that come to mind are
decision, instinct, intuition, and personal agenda.

Whether or not people should act on their conclusions
should depend on which of the four above-mentioned
motivators is guiding them. The challenge is recognizing
which one, at this moment, is the one “pulling” them to
act. It’s important because some are effective, others are
not, and some can be destructive, depending when they
are used.

Many people never consider what is actually guiding
them. They may be certain that they are acting with
precise decision-making skills.Yet, because that is not the
case, their lives are full of disappointments, and they are

they should and should not do by different methods.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

constantly resentful that “things” never work out.

| would like to discuss each of these four motivators with
the goal of making it easier to recognize which one is
behind the person's actions. Many people believe they
are thinking logically, only acting with deliberate thought.
Others believe that their instincts guide them and that
their instincts can’t be wrong. Often, both of these people
are mistaken or worse, they may be deliberately fooling
themselves to allow them to do whatever makes them
feel good at that moment.

I) Most of us believe that our actions have all been
qualified by a thought-out decision. Making a thought-out
decision requires 7 steps (I actually looked this up).They
are: realize that a decision is required, gather information,
consider alternatives, weigh the facts, choose one of the
options, implement, and reevaluate. Following these steps
is easier for some than for others. Some people are even
able to follow the process without deliberate thought, as
decision making comes natural to them.
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Others find it so difficult to make a thought-out decision
that they usually rely on alternative ways to figure things
out. In truth, it’s a skill which, with practice, can become
natural to everyone.

Those that don’t have the skill to make a thought-out
decision often believe that they have checked off all
seven steps when, in truth, they haven’t. If they didn’t
check off the conditions required for a logical decision,
the question then becomes, which of the other methods
“decided” what the person should do next.

2) Instinct is “just what people do”. It’s similar to people
driving home without thinking even though they needed
to go to the store. Many people don’t know how to act
differently than what they did yesterday, repeating the
same negative behaviors each day because it's how they
were brought up to act. Some people
eat when they're stressed without any
decision,either.Some peopleinstinctively
act nicely when they can’t afford to,
or automatically respond aggressively
when they should be returning a favor.

Besides being ineffective, there is too
much at stake in our lives to act without
thought. Living life without considering
what, at this moment, is the morally
right and most effective way to improve
our life can get people into a lot of trouble.

3) Intuition, when used correctly, is a powerful tool built
in our DNA. It’s a gift to us by Hashem. Intuition, or a gut-
feeling, is an understanding of how to act without using
information or reasoning as a part of the process. There
are two challenges using intuition to decide how to act.

The first challenge is not to rely on instinct when
information is available. Using intuition instead of WAZE
isn’t smart no matter how good your sense of direction is.
Neither is creating a mental health plan without getting a
diagnosis. Or, making any decision solely based on having
a good feeling about a person. Intuition should only be
used after amassing as much information as is available.
Then, when more information isn’t available, and when
a conclusion can’t be made solely on that information,
intuition should kick in.

4) The second challenge is that it is very difficult to discern

"Many people
never consider
what is actually
quiding them.”

whether the feeling that something is right is indeed their
intuition, which is an “honest broker”, or if the feeling
comes instead from their personal agenda, which is
nothing more than their personal bias and preference
hiding behind the pretense of intuition.

Telling the difference, in many people’s lives, is the
difference between success and failure. Some people tell
me that they have terrible intuition.That’s not necessarily
true. They haven’t been relying on intuition. It is usually
their agenda that decides for them but they can’t
differentiate between the two.

Mothers have a more difficult time differentiating between
the two because they grapple with caring about their
children and, at the same time, some have insecurities,
worrying about what makes them feel good about
themselves. Convincing themselves
that their decisions are intuition-based
allows them to satisfy both urges. Men,
on the other hand, are more willing
to admit that they are being stubborn.
Neither of the two is better than the
other.

In closure, people were created with the
ability to think for themselves and, at
the same time, are at high risk to think
emotionally, in a self-serving manner.
That would be difficult enough but, in addition, people
don’t always know which is the basis for their decisions.

Those who are disciplined and intellectually honest
find that their decisions are effective, utilizing only true
decision-making skills and, when they can’t, information-
based intuition. Less disciplined people feel suffocated
when utilizing those skills, because, initially, effective
planning often increases their burdens.Their insecurities
cause them to rely on instincts and intuition which isn’t
supported by available facts.

Therefore, effective decisions are itself a sign that people
are going about the process the right way. If the decisions
are not making people happy, it is proof that their
decisions are instinctive and/or agenda-based ones. If
that’s the case, give your advisor a call, or you can call me
as well. Healthy decisions are easy for those committed
to them.
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A Study of Shabbos #32
Remembering our Mission: Seven - Shmittah, Shabbos and Shelach
By David Gurwitz

It's hard to believe that seven years have
passed and we are rapidly approaching the
next Shmittah cycle. Where did the time go?
I occasionally try and remember - and relive
- what happened in this time period.

Some of the major ideas embodied in
Parshas Shelach, Shmittah, Shabbos and the
number seven provide surprising insights
into enhancing and appreciating our powers
of memory. Let’'s explore them.

First, this is an appropriate place to resume
our focus on how to train our minds and to
consider different aspects of thought in order
to better appreciate Shabbos and the chesed
of Hashem. This is prompted by our study of
the last posuk in Tehillim 107: “Mi chochom
veyishmar eileh  veyisbonenu chasdei
Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him note
these things and they will understand the
kindnesses of Hashem.”

There are seven words in this posuk, which
should also remind us of the seven words
starting the Torah and the seven words
before we receive the Aseres Hadibros in
Parshas Yisro. How does “seven” connect to
memory?

What quickly comes to mind are phone
numbers. There has been much internal
research performed at Bell Laboratories
confirming the limitations that we all have on
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memory. It seems that we use a process
called “chunking” in order to deal with the
limitations of the brain. This discovery led
directly to the institution of the seven-digit
phone number format that we are all familiar
with, using a dash to break the numbers into
smaller “chunks.” The internal research at
Bell Laboratories found that in “"chunking,” it
is best to start with no more than 3 digits,
and then, if there needs to be a four-digit
chunk, it should be the last in the sequence.
As the area code became more prominent
with direct dialing, the three-digit pattern fit
nearly perfectly. Additionally, later studies
showed that people would memorize
common area codes and pull that from a
seemingly separate part of memory when
matching it up with a seven-digit phone
number.”

We discussed last week that the word zachor,
meaning remember, can be broken into zach
rosh, purity of the head. That is the essence
of having a good memory. It is interesting
that the rearranged letters of zachor form a
word sounding in English like the word
recuse, which means, in the case of judge, to
excuse oneself from a case, to focus on not
being affected, because of a possible conflict
of interest or lack of impartiality.

We have previously written that to improve
our sense of shlichus, we must “remember”
our mission. How do we see this mystically?

OO



The Hebrew letters of zachor are zayin, chof
and reish. Look at the letters that come after
these three letters in the Alef-Bais: Ches
follows zayin, lamid follows chof, and shin
follows reish, which, together, form the word
shelach. Memory, zachor, is a precursor to
shlichus, our mission.

In Parshas Shelach, we read of the meraglim.
While we are not yet at the period of the year
known as the Three Weeks, when we mourn
the breaching and destruction of the Bais
Hamikdosh, there is a deep connection
between the Three Weeks and Parshas
Shelach. How? In the year 3338, the first
Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed. On the tenth
of Av - actually the afternoon of the ninth -
Nevuzaradun set fire to the Bais Hamikdosh
and exiled us from our land. The humber 338
just “happens” to be begematria “shelach,”
and we were later sent away because of the
words and actions of the meraglim in this
parsha.

This idea of remembering is also pointed out
in the posuk regarding tzitzis, in this parsha,
that we recite in Shema. The word tzitzis
comes from the word matzis, to see. Rav
Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ provides us
with his brilliant insight into the meaning of
tzitzis. Tzitzis comes from tzitz, relating to
zeitz, shosh and sus (horse), all referring to
a movement pressing outwards from inside.
Hence the related word tzitz, sprouting,
blossoming, from the stem and branches of
plants, a blossom, wings and curls on an
animal, and curls. Tzitzis means looking for
action. It serves - or should serve - as the
memory guide for action.

How does Shmittah fit into this? Rav Kook
finds in Shmittah and Yovel a completeness
of life’s spiritual qualities: "“If the time is too
soon, the fruit is not ripened. If the time is
too late, it is overripe and rotted. Without the
fullness of 'seven,’ there is an emptiness, an
un-ripeness, still awaiting its time. Quality of
life can be improved through the affording of
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a breathing space from the bustle of
everyday affairs... What Shabbos achieves
regarding the individual, Shmittah achieves
with regard to the nation as a whole.”

We say in Ashrei, "Hashem gives them food
in its proper time.” Rav Kook continues:
“Shmittah and Yovel are not mere
mechanisms of ensuring equality, freedom
from poverty and slavery. More importantly,
they are a means of attaining a fullness and
wholeness, of attaining holiness completely.
Seven completes a cycle fully and wholly.”

This focus on seven as a completion humber
also supports what Rav Hirsch teaches that
through the mitzvah of the Shmittah year,
“"the people acknowledge that they are
strangers and sojourners on their own land,
dwelling on it only by the grace of the Owner.
Then the arrogance that causes men, secure
in their own land, to become callous and
harsh in dealing with those who do not own
property, melts away, yielding place to love
and kindness toward the stranger and the
poor. Even the wild animals, as G-d’s
creatures, are considered endowed with
rights on G-d’s earth, on which all are to
dwell together” (commentary to Shemos
23:10-11).

"It is written, 'The land is Mine, for you are

strangers and sojourners with Me’ (Vayikra
25:23). With these words, say our sages,
Hashem is conveying the following
paradoxical message: 'When it is Mine, then
it will be yours’ (Sifra). When we
acknowledge that the land belongs to the
Compassionate One, then the
Compassionate One gives us the right to live
in the land and to serve as its custodians.”

David
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And they established their genealogy according to their families.
(1:18)

Each tribe carried out its own census. In this manner, one
had to clearly establish from which tribe he hailed. Family purity was
a strict requirement, so that the merit of their forefathers could
stand in their stead during times of crisis. Chazal (Pesachim 49a)
teach that one should seek the daughter of a talmid chacham, Torah
scholar, as a wife. This serves to ensure the bloodlines, applying the
analogy of Invei ha’gefen, b’invei ha’gefen, davar na’eh u’miskabeil;
“A combination of the grapes of a vine with the grapes of another
vine; which is something fine and acceptable.” [Since both parties
hail from a family of Torah scholars, they can both be compared with
the grapes of a vine. Their union is, thus, like the wine produced
from the grapes of two vines. Such wine is particularly flavourful,
since it is a product of two vines, each enhancing and
complementing the other’s product.] We see from here the role that
yichus, lineage/pedigree, plays in a marriage. As an added caveat,
yichus is compared to “zeros”; it all depends where one places the
“one.” if it precedes the zeros, it elevates the value. If it follows the
zeros, then it diminishes the value exponentially.

The following story is well-known. | repeat it due to its
powerful lesson and as a segue into another story, whose lesson is
also quite appropriate and significant. The Baruch Taam, Horav
Baruch Frankel Teumim, zI, was an illustrious Rav and leader of
Galician and Moravian Jewry. His son, Horav Yehoshua Heshel, zl,
m’Komarna, travelled to Tarnogrod, Ukraine, to meet the young man
who had distinguished himself as the illui, genius, of Tarnogrod, who
later became known as Horav Chaim Sanzer, the Divrei Chaim. After
speaking in learning with the young man, Rav Yehoshua Heshel was
so impressed that he could not wait to return home to encourage his
parents to take this young man as a husband for his sister. When
word went out that the Baruch Taam was taking a son-in-law from
Tarnogrod, the students in his yeshivah became visibly upset. After
all, it was not as if the Baruch Taam’s yeshivah did not include young
men who were brilliant scholars. Why go elsewhere when an
“identical” scholar could be found in one’s own yeshivah? The
students even sent “spies” to check out the illui of Tarnogrod. They
discovered that, indeed, he was a Talmudic scholar without peer,
righteous and ethical to match. He did, however, have one physical
impediment: he limped badly, as one leg was shorter than the other.

“How could our illustrious Rav take a son-in-law who is not
physically perfect?” was the foolish question that the jealous young
men were asking. [Such a comment in and of itself explains why they
were passed over.] “Why did Rav Yehoshua Heshel not inform his
father and sister of this “development”? [After meeting the young
man, he was so utterly impressed that he felt his physical
impediment did not matter.]

The Baruch Taam asked his son the same question: “Why
did you not inform me of his condition?” Rav Yehoshua Heshel
explained that his father might not have agreed to the match. He felt
that once he met Rav Chaim, he would be so overjoyed that his
condition would go unnoticed. While this rationale assuaged the
Baruch Taam, his daughter, Rachel Faige, who was a special young
woman in her own right, demanded to have a say in the matter. She

wanted to meet the man whom everyone wanted and expected her
to marry.

It was settled — Rav Chaim was coming for a visit to meet
with the Baruch Taam, and (if that went well) afterwards he would
meet his daughter. The Baruch Taam was very impressed with the
young man’s brilliance. He could not believe that such a young
person was so erudite. Nonetheless, his daughter would have to
reconcile herself to one condition. The future chassan and kallah
met for a short while, and, after their meeting, the kallah fully
agreed to the match. What did they talk about?

The traditional tale is that Rav Chaim asked her to look in
the mirror. What she saw unnerved and frightened her, because she
saw herself bent and limping in pain. Her face portrayed the extreme
pain that she was experiencing with each step. Rav Chaim said, “You
see now what was the original Heavenly decree. Knowing that | was
your predestined chassan, | prayed before He Who rests upon High
to transfer this impediment to me. | have experienced this pain for
years, so that you would not endure the agony and shame. Now, if
you want to forgo and ignore this, | absolve you from the shidduch.”
Rachel Faige understood that before her stood an unusual, saintly
man. She acquiesced to the marriage and, as a result, merited to be
the progenitress of the Admorim of Shiniev, Kishanev, Sanz, Gorlitz
and Bobov.

Not all yichus is positive. Even the most negative yichus,
however, can be (by the right, positive-thinking person) ameliorated
and used favourably. The Bostoner Rebbe, zl, related the story of a
young baalas teshuvah, penitent, from America, who had spent
Shabbos in Har Nof with the Rebbe, and returned a week later to ask
for a brachah. In the course of the conversation, the Rebbe asked
her how she had become such a determined baalas teshuvah. She
replied, “It began with my grandfather. He once called me in and
said, ‘I want you to remember three things: remember that you are
Jewish; remember Shabbos; remember me.’

“His statement left a powerful impression on me, but, since
our home was far from religious, | was rather at a loss. [It is unclear
if the grandfather was maternal or paternal.] | started out by lighting
candles Friday night. Every Friday night, | faithfully lit the Shabbos
candles... week in and week out. And every Friday night (like
clockwork), when my father saw the candles, he proceeded to
quickly extinguish them. So, | became observant because of my
grandfather... and my father.”

She spoke these words with complete seriousness, as if
almost matter of fact. At best, this seemed baffling. How did her
father assist in her becoming observant?

“Your father?” the Rebbe asked. “He is the one who put out
your candles every week. Why would you attribute your successful
journey to religion also to your father?”

“Yes,” she said, “it was my father who made me realise that
if he could so obstinately continue in his persistence to extinguish
my Shabbos candles, | could just as stubbornly continue to keep
them burning. So, | became religious because of both my
grandfather and my father.”

We are able to learn a great deal from the positive
influences which we encounter, and from the negative ones as well.
When we withstand the negative, we transform them and
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strengthen ourselves in the process. Obviously, we could discuss this
anecdote in much more detail, but | will leave that up to the reader.

DNAN N7 NNKRA 72T 2V WIR
Every man shall encamp by his banner with the sign of his father’s
house. (2:2)

Chazal teach that the arrangement of the Jews’
encampment in the Wilderness paralleled the configuration of the
Heavenly entourage that accompanied the Shechinah when it
descended upon Har Sinai prior to the Giving of the Torah. Myriads
of Heavenly Angels descended with Hashem, all grouped in
composition under Degalim, banners. When Klal Yisrael saw this
pattern, they, too, sought a sequence of Degalim for their
encampment. It did not stop there. Chazal (Bamidbar Rabbah 2:4)
state that when umos ha’olam, the nations of the world, saw Klal
Yisrael encamped under the Degalim, they approached the Jewish
People and attempted to initiate a relationship with them. They said,
“We too will grant you distinction, giving you positions of
importance, power and monarchy. The Jewish response was
straightforward, “You cannot give us anything that will in any way
match the greatness of the Degalim which Hashem bestowed upon
us.” In summation, the gentiles attempted to disenfranchise us from
Hashem, by enticing us with kavod, honour, prestige. Our response is
quite simple: Whatever you tempt us with pales in comparison with
the distinction Hashem accorded us with the Degalim.

What was notable about the Degalim that granted such
extraordinary prestige to Klal Yisrael? What was it about the
Degalim that made them feel so special? Chazal (Bamidbar Rabbah
2:6) teach that the Degalim were a sign that Klal Yisrael represented
the legion of Hashem. It elevated their image. They were Hashem’s
children, His hosts, His guard. The Shechinah reposed in the middle
of the Camp, with all of the Shevatim, Tribes, encamped around it —
each in its own pre-arranged place based upon its purpose and
mission vis-a-vis the nation of Hashem. Yissachar symbolised and
focused on Torah, Yehudah focused on the monarchy, while Reuven
represented the attribute of teshuvah, repentance. Each of the
tribes focused on its own Heavenly-designated mission; each was
part of the large conglomerate of Klal Yisrael, who together were
mekadesh, sanctified, the Name of Hashem.

What is the adhesive that bonds us together? The Meshech
Chochmah (commentary to Parashas Emor) explains that the unified
connection of Klal Yisrael that links us together as one people is
unlike the relationship that the nations of the world have with one
another. People of one country are linked to one another by virtue
of the fact that they were born and raised in the same country and
that they are culturally like-minded (for the most part). Klal Yisrael is
bound together, its hiskashrus is its eternal bond with Hashem. This
enduring relationship is ceaseless and constant, and it is what
perpetuates us as a people.

Yaakov Avinu descended to Egypt with shivim nefesh,
seventy souls (Bereishis 46:26). Nefesh is singular, because Yaakov’'s
entire family was viewed as one unified soul. Eisav’s family consisted
of six nefashos, souls, in the plural (Bereishis 36:6), because they
were all distant from one another, each with his own god, own
religious philosophy, own way of life, own value system and goals.
Klal Yisrael is focused collectively on Hashem — one G-d, one
hashkafah, one matarah, purpose and meaning in life.

This, explains Horav Eliyahu Svei, zl, is why we require the
services of our gedolei Yisrael, Torah giants, who lead and guide us.
Chazal (Bamidbar Rabbah 2:8) teach that when Hashem instituted
the designated places for each tribe’s encampment around the
Mishkan, Moshe Rabbeinu was concerned lest the tribes dissent and
challenge their assigned places. Hashem reassured him that each
tribe “knew” its allotted place. They would follow the same
configuration that was designated by the Patriarch Yaakov for his

funeral. He had demonstrated to them how and where each one
should stand around his bier. This taught them volumes concerning
each one’s ordained place. This is where he belonged; this is where
he should encamp.

The Rosh Yeshivah gleans from here that in order to place
everyone in his designated place, to show him clearly what is his
mission, his purpose, how valuable and crucial he is to the success of
an endeavour, how important his involvement is in its every aspect,
one needs a father (figure). It was Yaakov Avinu who was mei’acheid,
unified, Klal Yisrael, by showing each respective tribe where it
should stand, where it belonged. This can only be performed by a
father, because it is only to a father that one will listen and adhere.

This is the function of manhigei Yisrael, Torah leaders. They
act as our “fathers.” That is how they should feel toward us and how
we should respond reciprocally to them.

NN 12 NINW 2281 NN AN DIT2N Q2RI
These are the offspring of Aharon and Moshe. These are the names of
the sons of Aharon. (3:1,2)

Rashi observes that while the pasuk states that the
following are the offspring of Aharon Hakohen and Moshe Rabbeinu,
it only lists the names of Aharon’s sons. This, says Rashi, teaches
that whoever teaches his friend’s son Torah, it is considered by the
Torah as if he caused his birth. Thus, Aharon’s sons, who were
Moshe’s students, are also considered to be Moshe’s sons. Horav
Meir Chodosh, zl (Or Chadash), quotes the Sifri’s comments to the
pasuk, V’shinantem I'vanecha, “You shall teach them diligently to
your sons” (Devarim (6:7), eilu talmidecha; “These [sons] are your
students.”). The Mashgiach quotes the Alter, zI, m’Slabodka, who
asked that if the purpose of the pasuk is to inform us of the
importance of teaching our students diligently, it should have
written, v’shinantom [I'talmidecha. Why write sons and mean
students? Just write students. The Alter explained that the Torah is
imparting to us that a rebbe should feel as close to his students as he
does to his son. The love that a father/rebbe has for his son should
be commensurately shown to his student. The joy that a father
bespeaks toward his son should, likewise, be manifest toward his
student. Indeed, the Mashgiach was known to show extreme love
for his students — as he did to his sons.

The Mashgiach extends this idea further. The Talmud
(Bereishis 5b) relates that Rabbi Yochanan tragically buried his ten
sons in his lifetime. When his tenth son died, Rabbi Yochanan kept a
small bone from the deceased in order to use it to comfort families
who had sustained similar tragedies. He sought to demonstrate that
he, too, had suffered extreme tragedy and pain; he, like lyov, had
buried ten sons. Nonetheless, he did not defer to despair and
melancholy. He strengthened himself and used his personal tragedy
as a springboard and model to help and to comfort others: “l kept on
going; so can you.”

Rabbi Yochanan represented fortitude at its apex. To
sustain one potch, Heavenly slap, after another, up until the point
that he had lost all ten of his sons, was not just ten tragedies, but
ten levels of tragedy — each one more intense than its predecessor.
With great resolution, faith in the Almighty, he continued on.
According to the Mashgiach, this passage in the Talmud appears
inconsistent with a passage in Bava Metzia (84a) which relates that
when Reish Lakish, Rabbi Yochanan’s greatest student and study
partner, died, Rabbi Yochanan was inconsolable. His pain was so
intense that it was physically and emotionally unbearable; he would
walk the streets, tear his clothing and cry out, “Where are you Ben
Lakish?” (The name by which Reish Lakish was called.) He did this
until he lost his mind. When the sages saw how badly Reish Lakish’s
death affected him, they prayed that his life come to an end.

Bearing all this in mind, the Mashgiach asks: Rabbi
Yochanan buried ten sons — yet, he survived, and was able to help
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others. When his student died, he became so crestfallen that he
ultimately lost his ability to think coherently. How do we reconcile
this disparity? The Mashgiach explains that we now understand the
depth of V’shinantom I’vanecha, eilu ha’talmidim. The relationship
between a rebbe and his talmid should be such that the rebbe feels
that without his student, he is unable to live! This is not simply
about maintaining a long distance relationship between rebbe and
talmid. It is about life and death. Without one’s student, life is not
life; it is not worth living!

Horav Moshe Mordecahi Epstein, zl, was Rosh Yeshivas
Chevron in Eretz Yisrael. He guided the yeshivah through the
turbulent storms of World War |, nurtured it during the post- war
recovery years, and agreed with the Alter, zIl, m’Slabodka, to move
the Yeshivah to Eretz Yisrael. He spent long months on the road,
traveling throughout the diaspora seeking funds for the yeshivah. He
was able to handle it all — except the Chevron Massacre-during
which Arab marauders murdered twenty-four yeshivah students in
the most heinous and cruel manner. The pain and anguish broke the
Rosh Yeshivah. He became ill, and he never recovered. A Rosh
Yeshivah without his talmidim has no life.

n%unn NN 721 Ta1 1W19l WNN Y 1M03 1129 101
They shall place upon it a tachash — hide covering, and spread a
cloth entirely of turquoise wool over it. (4:6)

The Ramban observes that in the case of the other klei
haMishkan, vessels of the Mishkan, they were first covered with
wool and then covered over with the tachash — hide. The Aron
HaKodesh was singular in that it was first covered with the tachash —
hide and then was covered with the techeiles, turquoise wool.
Chazal describe techeiles as having a colour similar to that of the
sea, similar to the sky which symbolises the purity of Heaven. Thus,
(according to Ramban) it was placed above the tachash — to call
attention to the purity and sanctity of the Aron/Torah.

Horav Moshe Feinstein, zl, offers another perspective on
the Aron’s distinction vis-a-vis its coverings. Techeiles and tachash
represent distinct concepts. The blue colour of techeiles makes
people think of Heaven, the place of Hashem’s Kisei HaKavod,
Throne of Glory. Thus, techeiles denotes faith in Hashem. Tachash,
on the other hand, focuses on material/physical beauty (the tachash
— hide-was unusually beautiful) which encourages us to enhance our
mitzvah observance by cloaking them in physical beauty.
[Understandably, we perform mitzvos because they are the tzivui
Hashem, command of G-d, but people will find mitzvah observance
more attractive and desirable if the mitzvah involves an element of
aesthetic beauty. We perform mitzvos due to our commitment
rooted in faith in Hashem. This does not mean that we cannot
enhance our performance.]

Thus, the uppermost cover of the Aron, which is visible to
the eye, should be techeiles, which calls to mind unarguable,
accomplished faith in Hashem. This sets the standard and tone for
how we are to view mitzvos. Only then can we cover the other
vessels — the other mitzvos — with tachash — hide, representing
beauty and enhancement of mitzvos which make their performance
more inviting.

Horav Zev Weinberg, zl, takes a basic approach to the
variation of the covers between the Aron and other vessels. The
Aron is the receptacle in which the Torah is housed. The Torah is our
spiritual guide. As such, its inner beauty, the beauty of the mitzvos,
the beauty of living as a Jew, is what should be emphasised — not
externals. Techeiles personifies a beauty of sorts — a beauty of purity
of action, of deed, of service to Hashem. The Torah’s greatness lies
in its inner aesthetics, not in its external beauty. When we feel the
need to couch Torah in external elegance, we diminish its inner
sublimity. Torah’s radiance shines from within. Does one daven
better, with greater and more intense fervour, in a magnificent,
spacious and elegant appealing shul? How many of us grew up

davening in shtieblach that were situated in old, dark basements and
storefronts? Those of us who have been davening in hot (in the
summer) and cold (in the winter) tents (during the pandemic) have
neither felt short-changed, nor our davening lacking. On the other
hand, this does not mean that beauty is denigrated. The significance
of the Kohanim’s vessel’s, the Klei haMishkan was not diminished by
showing their beauty. Torah, however, requires the motif to project
its majesty.

We have been in exile for too long. As a result of our
persecution, poverty, always being on the run, we have neglected
the aesthetics in our service to Hashem. The world has not wanted
to see Jews who dress better than they do, have nicer homes and
cars than they do, and have places of worship which are tributes to
the finest, most talented architects. We have been instructed to
keep our collective heads low and our mouths silent. Today, baruch
Hashem, the Jewish community is thriving and, in some instances,
has lost sight of its age-old parameters. While the pursuit of a
pleasant, aesthetically-pleasing environment is wonderful and can,
in some instances, enhance our service to Hashem, we should not
allow ourselves to fall into the abyss of excessive emphasis on
external grandeur. This will ultimately do harm to the inner
dimension of our service.

A shul is a house of worship because of the prayers and
supplications that are rendered there. Just because it looks like a
shul does not make it a place of worship. Physical structure can
expand one’s spiritual consciousness, but if his focus is on the
scenery, his prayers will lose their urgency and intensity. Thus, the
colours of the tachash — hide overlapped the pure colour of
techeiles. Modesty and purity have a greater impact on inspiring,
heartfelt prayer than large, imposing, art-deco edifices.

Va’ani Tefillah

o'"n min
Toras chaim
The Torah of life — the Living Torah.

Without Torah study, life is mere existence. The Torah
infuses our existence with value and purpose, thus giving it meaning.
The Torah gives us the ability to triumph over the challenges and
obstacles the yetzer hora, evil inclination, constantly places in our
way. The Yerushalmi Chagigah teaches that Hashem is willing to
forgo the three cardinal sins of murder, adultery and idol worship — if
a person repents. He does not, however, absolve the individual of
the sin of bitul Torah, neglecting learning Torah, and, instead,
wasting one’s time on useless things. It is incredible that forgiveness
can be effected for the three cardinal sins, while the sin of bitul
Torah evades absolution. Why?

The Chafetz Chaim explains that when two countries are at
war with one another, it is difficult to determine who is the victor,
since one never knows when the one, that appears to have been
defeated, will suddenly gain_a second wind, revitalised strength, so
that it will come from behind to win the war. The only clear proof
that the war is over is when one side loses its weapons. Without
arms to continue, the battle is a hopeless endeavour. Likewise,
regardless of the sin that causes one to be distanced from Hashem,
as long as he is attached to the Torah, his greatest weapon, he can
still return and vanquish the yetzer hora. Once he has turned his
back on the Torah, his connection to his source of strength and
rejuvenation has been severed. This is unforgiveable. It is sad when
we do not take the sin of bitul Torah seriously.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
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Following the Footsteps

2:2“nn7 nnNa 1T WK
T NI N2 BNt Dnax
nn' Tvin Yax% 2110”
“B’nei shall
encamp, each man by his banner according

Yisroel

to the insignias of their fathers’ household,
at a distance surrounding the Ohel Moed
they shall encamp.” What is the importance
of the Degalim, banners?

The Medrash says that the nations of the
world tell Klal Yisroel that they should turn
away from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and they
respond that they will not, for they received
D77, in the Midbar from Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. What was so great about the Degalim
that Klal Yisroel responded with that?
Regarding the Malachim we say, “n7pI
MnLal NYITPA DN'® X 0NN’ — Kedusha
comes before Taharah. However, in regards
to Klal Yisroel, Chazal tell us that Taharah
brings one to Kedusha. When Klal Yisroel
were Zoche to the Degalim they were Zoche
to be on the same level of Kedusha as the
Malachei Hashareis. By Yaakov Avinu the
Posuk says, “nijpna vao'”” — and Rashi says
that Yaakov was saying, “Is it possible that
I passed by the place that my fathers were
Mispalel, and I was not Mispalel there?”
Yaakov wanted to go back to that place; he
was Zoche to Kefitzas Haderech, and was
immediately back at that place of Kedusha.
This
prepared for us, all future generations, that
even when we are in Golus, when Klal

is a Remez that Yaakov Avinu

Yisroel gather in the Batei K'neisiyos and
the Batei Medroshos they draw from there
a Kedusha similar to that which was in the
Bais Hamikdash. As the Gemara in
Megilah 29a says, “ 178 ,0yn WTM7 D7 NN
722w T'mnal 0"pDM” — we can have a
Mikdash Me’at, a small Mikdash in the
Batei K'neisiyos and Batei Medroshos.
This was also a preparation for
Klal Yisroel to receive the Degalim,
although they were in the Midbar — to be
able to reach great heights in Kedusha even
when we are not Zoche to have a Mikdash
and be as pure as we should be. Klal Yisroel
Malachim
immediately upon receipt of the Degalim, so
that they were able to be like them and be
Zoche to Kedusha even before they had
complete Taharah. Shir Hashirim 6:10 “m
NN NNAND D12 D127 N9 NY 1D NnOPYIN NNT
ni7amd” - Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
Mashgiach on us even in Golus, beautiful

achieved the status of

like the moon, as Klal Yisroel are compared
to the moon — pure as the sun — for in the
future the moon will return to its full light
and will be as bright as the sun. This is a
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Remez that while we are in this Golus,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu helps us to attain
great levels of Kedusha if we seek it, just as
we received the Degalim, until the time that
He will help us to be Zoche to Geulah
Shlaima. (xt7van 7"nn)

It says in the Yalkut 684 that at
the time that Klal Yisroel accepted the
Torah, the other nations of the world
became jealous. They asked why Hakodosh
Boruch Hu chose Klal Yisroel over them.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu closed their mouths
and said to them that they should bring
their jronr 190, their book of ancestry, the
same way that Klal Yisroel did, as the
Posuk says, “bniax n1a%? nninown 7 1T
The Chasam Sofer quotes two Medrashim;
one which says that Klal Yisroel had a
desire for Degalim, and it was good for
them, and they desired the 1w from the
Merkavah, and that was not good for them.

The Chasam Sofer asks why was
their desire for the Degalim good, while
their desire for the 11w not good? Perhaps
we can answer this question based on a
Medrash Tanchuma 12 on the Posuk, “ w'x
DNIAX N7 NININA 1727 7V — that at the time
right before Yaakov Avinu was leaving this
world, he told the Shevatim, “Position
yourselves in the following manner:
Yehudah, Yisochor, and Zevulun shall carry
my bier on the eastern side; Reuven,
Shimon and Gad should carry my bier on
the southern side; Dan, Asher and Naftali
should carry my bier on the northern side;
Binyamin, Ephraim and Menashe should
carry my bier on the western side.... If you
carry my bier as I commanded you, in the
future Hakodosh Boruch Hu will arrange
you according to Degalim.” There is a great
Klal, rule, that the Chachomim learn, and
they were words which frequently came
from the Chasam Sofer — as it says in his
Teshuvos — 7"7:x Atyn Ak — “n 710K NN
Dipn 722 MInn” — “New is prohibited in the
Torah at all times.” It says in the Chovos
Halvovos, that one should be careful not to
veer from the path of the Avos. Don’t think
that there is something that they forgot, or
did not know, but you do know, and thus
you will act differently. Know very clearly
that anything and everything that you will
come up with, already came up before, and
perhaps that it is you who is lacking in
understanding. We learn from these words
of Chovos Halvovos and the Chasam Sofer
that one must follow in the path of the Avos,
and we should not look to do new things,
even if they seem good to us.
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With this understanding, we can
now explain why when Klal Yisroel desired
the Degalim it was good, while the desire for
the 2w was not. The
something that Yaakov Avinu let us know
was good, as he told them that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu would give it to them if they
followed his instructions. Thus, they were
allowed to have that desire, and Hakodosh
Boruch Hu fulfilled it. However, the v
was never told to Klal Yisroel that they

Degalim was

should have a desire for it, and thus it ended
up causing Klal Yisroel to sin. The nations
of the world went to Hakodosh Boruch Hu
and complained, why Klal Yisroel were
Zoche to receive the Torah, and to receive
Degalim, so that they were like Malachei
Hashareis? Hakodosh  Boruch Hu
responded to bring the jonr 190, to show
that Klal Yisroel already knew, had a
tradition from Yaakov Avinu, that they
would have those Degalim — thus it was
permitted and fulfilled. (hwn 112)

Klal that the
Degalim was that which was good for them.

Yisroel knew
When they saw them, they had a desire for
them, and their desire was fulfilled. How
did they know? They knew because Yaakov
told his children that if they followed his
instructions, they would receive them —
thus they clearly knew it was good for them.
The Degalim represented Klal Yisroel
having the opportunity to have Kedusha
wherever they are — even in the throes of
Golus. We must know that we always have
the opportunity for Kedusha.
times that it may be harder, but it is always
there. We must work diligently on our
Avodas Hashem, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu
will ensure that we receive it. There is one
potential that we must be very wary of, and
make sure not to fall into the trap. One is

There are

not to decide on his own new things, what
he feels will bring him closer to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, and what will bring him more
Kedusha. One should not think that he is
smarter than all those who came before
him, and he has the simple solution on how
to properly serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
That is not the way of a Yid — rather a Yid
works off his Sefer Yuchsin. It is all about
taking lessons from the past, to follow in the
footsteps of our ancestors, and then we can
be assured that we are performing the
proper Avodas Hashem. May we be Zoche
to become Kodosh, and be Zoche to receive
the Kedusha in its right place, with the
coming of Moshiach and the rebuilding of
the Bais Hamikdash, jax nma nanna!
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Leave a legacy that lives
on for eternity in the lives

of others.
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Now You Kyow!
Why is it that Pesach and Sukkos are
each a week long and have so many
mitzvos and much preparation, yet
Shavuos, the pinnacle of human history,
when the purpose for the world’s
existence was enacted, is one day?
Not only that, but there really isn’t much
to do as part of the celebration. Dairy
foods are a custom, as is staying up all
night to learn Torah. Failure to follow
either of them would not invalidate
one’s observance of the chag.
They say “big things come in small
packages.” The truth is that Yetzias
Mitzrayim ~ with  all its  miraces
necessitates the hullaballoo. Sukkos,
commemorating our miraculous sojourn
in the wilderness, having all our needs
met, also seems to require a full-scale
festival. But Shavuos is quiet.
The miracles we experienced then
revolved around Hashem revealing
Himself to us. We didn’t see the laws of
nature cast aside like playthings.
Rather, we saw the simple, clear truth,
that Hashem is the center of the
Universe and Torah is our path to get to
Him. That doesn’t need fanfare, just
quiet contemplation and awareness.

Thought of the week:
Don't just stay alive. Find
something worth living for.
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“These are the descendants of Aharon and Moshe, on the day Hashem spoke to
Moshe at Mount Sinai.” Bamidbar 3:1)
Rashi quotes the Gemara that though the next posuk mentions only Aharon’s children, the
purpose is to teach us that whoever teaches someone else’s child Torah is considered to
have given birth to them. Indeed, we know that if a person has to do something for his
father or his teacher, the teacher takes precedence since the father brought the person into
this world but the Rebbi brings him into the World to Come.

The question, though, is why Moshe’s birth children are not mentioned here also. True,
they are mentioned as part of the Levite family of Amram, since Amram’s only son who was
not a Kohain was Moshe, but they are not mentioned as Moshe’s children as a follow-up to
this posuk.

The Chasam Sofer comments that while Moshe taught Torah to Aharon’s children, though
that was an obligation on their father, Aharon, so he is considered to have sired them, he
did not teach Torah to his own children. Moshe bore the responsibility for teaching Torah to
the Jewish People and he moved the Ohel Moed outside the camp. Whoever wanted to
learn would come to him, but Moshe’s own children did not come. This would explain why
Aharon’s children are mentioned as his sons but not his own. Only those who were brought
into the spiritual world of Torah truly remained as Moshe’s children, thus Nadav and Avihu
were considered alive even after their deaths.

What we see from this is striking. What could be more of a parental connection than
bloodlines? The answer is Torah. The relationship two people have which is built on Torah
is deeper and stronger than one based on family ties. And it is more than that.

The lesson we learn is that it is the spiritual connection which binds people more than the
physical one, because the world is not really physical. That's an illusion Hashem provides
to enable us to be challenged and to choose right from wrong. Every physical item has a
spark of spirituality at its essence and now we find out that it is that spark which has
primacy. The day Hashem spoke to Moshe at Har Sinai, the day which we know as
Shavuos, was the day we got our priorities straight and learned the truth about the world.

A journalist in Israel was writing an article about Baalei Teshuva, people who chose to come
closer to Hashem and learn about their Jewish heritage. After a class, he stopped one of the
men who was leaving and posed this question: “Who do you think will get more reward, you, or
someone who has been religious his entire life?” He thought the man would refer to the dictum
of Chazal that “in the place where penitents stand, even the completely righteous cannot.”

Without hesitation the man replied, “Definitely, one who has always been observant will get
more reward.” He explained. “They will be rewarded because they think there is something
better out there, yet they don’t pursue it. | know that the world without Torah and without G-d is
empty. For me, coming here is the only logical response, so why do | deserve reward?”

On Shavuos, we read the story of Rus HaMoaviah, the woman who chose to turn her
back on her royal lineage and cling to an even more regal line, though it did not
appear so at the time. Just as Rus recognized the truth of Hashem and Torah as
being “real” when everything about her home and upbringing was revealed to be
myths and falsehoods, we, by looking at the world through the prism of Torah, can
differentiate and see the eternal nature of the Torah’s reality and the transient
impression of reality which the world around us gives off, in an effort to mislead us
and make us miss out on the opportunity for greatness. May Rus’s heir arrive soon!

OO
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HOW TO GET FIRED AND STILL REMAIN AHEAD

The Medrash Tanchumah 6 says that Torah was given with a
fire

TINIW WRI 127937 B2 WK BNNT 701 87127 TWHW3A 1PN 1Y 1ROD
T3 [WYD NWY YN WRA 7 1Y T WK 21D 190 [WY 210 I (V0 DY)
TRM 77 90 1IN

What purpose did that serve for Matan Torah? Obviously, it
was not merely a physical fire but rather a spiritual one like
what Moshe Rabbeinu saw at the Burning Bush which did not
consume. What is the inner meaning of the unique nature of a
spiritual fire which does not consume in contrast to a physical
one?

Rav Yitzchak Issac Chaver explains that physical fire grabs
everything in its sight and destroys its matter thereby
transforming it into fire. Spiritual fire by which Hashem
revealed Himself in the Burning Bush, embraces all matter in
its path but yet it doesn't destroy their existence in order to
fuel its burning. As the Ori Veyishee writes (Shmos 54) the
burning bush N10 was the first revelation of Torah from 1'0
(the bush was on Har Sinai) to demonstrate the unique nature
of the Torah that the fire of Torah gives life and sustainment
yet it doesn't destroy the other existences which it embraces.

The sefer xnnynw 1w (introduction 30) writes that heavenly
fire will not become part of any physical object therefore it
does not burn it. This is in contrast to physical fire which
embodies all parts of matter, internal and external, and
therefore it will destroy it a"k. This revelation was novel for it
showed that a spiritual fire is an existence that does not
require "food" and fuel to continue to exist. An example of this
is Moshe Rabbeinu who ascended Har Sinai for forty days and
nights and he did not need any food to stay alive. This teaches
that one who acquires Torah and his source of life is the yy
D0'"NN, his existence doesn't need food to live but rather he has
the fire of the Burning Bush inside which originates in a
heavenly source.

To understand this in a deeper way we know that there is a
relationship between the body and the soul. If the human
starves himself and does not eat or drink anything for weeks,
he will die. The cells in the body need energy to exist and

RAMAPQOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

function properly. Physical food sustains and nurtures life by
keeping the body together with the neshamah. The body was
decreed to die and perish from the chait of the Aitz Hadaas
and therefore it is in constant need to ingest food to fuel
energy. Without food it will self - destruct in a process called
autophagy since it will be forced to eat itself for sustenance.

Understanding this relationship between body and soul in a
deeper spiritual level, the yetzer harah is the fire within man
(Kiddushin 81 the yetzer hara is called fire X211). The gematriah
of Axt including the word is WX. The seforim tell us that from
the fire and heated cravings of man he creates the fire of his
Gehenim. The challenge of Man is to overpower and subdue
the fire of the body with the fire of both the neshama 7318 WX
WK, and with the fire of Torah which is Hashem's wisdom given
to Am Yisrael.

The fire of the yetzer harah is the destructive agent of Man as
the Beis Haleivi explains (Bereishis). Concerning the pleasures
of this world, the passionate desire and drive to run after the
pleasure and obtain it is far more intense than the small
pleasure he experiences when he actually obtains it. (see Rashi
Yoma 29 n'ayn 1wy NNy NinNn that an unfulfilled desire
for an illicit sexual union is more harmful to one's physical well
- being than the sin itself). A person can be compared to a lit
flame which every minute the flame on the wick decreases the
supply of ail. In order to keep the flame alive, one must add oil.
Likewise when one fires up his body to attain the pleasure and
only receives in return a small amount of pleasure, it is likened
to burning the body itself and not replenishing the oil. It is
therefore that we find lustful people who age quicker and
prematurely than the average, for they place too much fire and
energy drain on the body.

In contrast, the individual who disciplines his body subjugating
it to Hashem by cleaving to the Aitz Hachayim, does not fall
under the regular decree of death which necessitates eating to
fuel his body. This individual who harnesses and pulls the reins
to slow down his bodily appetites, attains a spiritual apex and
is sustained directly from his neshama which is connected to a
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spiritual fire from above. He is able to receive fuel and energy
for living from his neshama bypassing feeding the body. No
one is on the madraigah of Moshe who didn't need any food
at all for forty days. However, one must strive to do his utmost
to strive for a life of spirituality led by the yetzer tov. The
Maharsha writes (Eruvin 65) therefore we find Talmidei
Chachamim that have weak bodies since the little food that
they eat doesn't go to nourish their bodies.

The beracha of Yosef given by Moshe Rabbeinu is the only one
where the word n10 is mentioned N10 "2IW [IX71 (Devarim
33,16). Rashi explains that the beracha states that Yosef's land
should be blessed with the same desire that Hashem appeared
to Moshe at the Burning Bush. Why did Moshe use the
comparison of a burning bush to bentch Yosef? We also find
another Yosef - N10 connection in that he married Niox the
daughter of Dina conceived from Shechem. Chazal say that
Yaakov chased her from his house and placed her under n10
therefore she was called niox. Furthermore, we find another
link of Yosef to n10 because he was supposed to live 120 years
gematriah mion but ten years were subtracted from his total
because he heard ten times his father being called "your
master", five from Yehudah and five from the translator and
he did not protest.

The explanation to this connection is that Yosef lived his life
parallel to the heavenly fire of the Burning Bush that Moshe
Rabbeinu witnessed. His fire of neshama conquered the
burning fire of his Yetzer Harah especially in the test of
Potifar's wife's attempt to seduce him. When we put fire and
water together the fire becomes extinguished. Yet the eternal
inferno of Yosef's neshamah acquired from this particular test
was able to push away and split an entire sea of water. As
Chazal say when the sea saw the coffin of Yosef, it split its
waters 011 NnXY 0O'N. A large physical inferno can evaporate
water with its intense heat. However Yosef's fire was that of
the N10 which doesn't destroy and evaporate. Rather its
nature is to embrace, enlighten, and facilitates a heavenly
vision of mnN1 "X ar. Including the three words, this
spectacular vision of Hashem is gematriah mon.

The Torah was given through fire. It is called nT wx (Devarim
33,2). The Torah itself was written with black fire on white fire
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( Medrash Tanchumah Bereishis). We can explain this Chazal
according to what we said above. The Maharal Gur Aryeh
(Devarim 33,2) and Tiferes Yisrael 20 writes that black fire
conveys the clarity of the Torah since black is the boldest color.
The Sfas Emes (Shevuos X"nn) writes that the black is written
on white fire which is the purity of the heart. With the
combination of both interpretations we can say the following
pshat. One attains the state of purity of the heart when the
spiritual fire (white) controls the fire of his yeter harah which
craves Olam Hazeh. Once he has self - control and achieved
purity of heart, he will attain the clarity of the black fire which
engraves the words of Torah in one's heart in the most deepest
way.

NT WK is gematria Naw with its three letters. The reason is
because Shabbos brings down the spiritual fire which doesn't
consume but rather embraces, warms and enlightens Am
Yisrael. Therefore on Shabbos the Torah prohibits lighting a
fire NAwN D12 D>'NIAWIN 722 WX Nyan X7. The Torah doesn't
mention the melachah of fire merely to give an example of a
melachah. The prohibition of not to kindle a fire on Shabbos
presents a greater encompassing understanding and
awareness of kedushas Shabbos. One must realize that the
Shabbos is enveloped with the spiritual fire of the neshamah
Yesairah in contrast to earthly physical fire. Shabbos is |'vn
Xan D71v which is eternal, therefore the neshama yesairah
presents itself as a fire that whatever it touches stays intact
and does not become destroyed. On Motzei Shabbos we are
commanded to make havdala with a physical fire in order to
realize that the state of Shabbos in which we were gifted with
the spiritual fire of the neshama is now departing and we must
once again muster together our strength and resolve to fight
the physical fire of the yetzer harah, Nx' gematriah WX, and
subjugate it to the light of Shabbos.
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