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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
e often learn a Parsha in the Torah and accept a story
W without thinking into it. Something bothered me in
this Parsha but it is such an obvious question that |
would have thought about this question many years before had
| focused more on what | was reading.

Eisav is rewarded when the 400 men that came with him to fight
Yaakov deserted him. In this merit, 400 of Eisav’s descendants
escaped Dovid Hamelech when he killed them during one of
his battles. So, | wondered, why is Eisav rewarded because non-
relatives deserted him? Why is there any merit on Eisav’s part?

The answer must be that something about how Eisav acted, and
reacted, during the conflict was what caused them to leave. He
may have shown reverence, possibly fear. They were reacting
to how Eisav acted.

The lesson is that, even If we are unaware, our presence
affects how others will act. Therefore, we are responsible to
present ourselves in a manner which supports confidence and
healthy decisions. A husband can’t appear weak during a family
crisis, even if, deep down, he is terrified. A wife can’t show
disappointment to a child, even if her voice sounds upbeat.
Don’t appear distracted when someone is leaning on you. (Put
your cell phones away.) Community leaders can’t seem tired or
indifferent to Mitzvohs.

We create and destroy without saying a word and this requires
people to regulate their moods and how those moods appear to
those around them. For doing just that, Eisav saved the lives of
400 of his descendants and we can do the same for our families.

How Areivim Approaches Klal Yisroel’s Children
In Honor of Areivim’s Upcoming 20*" Annual Dinner

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

roblem solving is a subtle art that should not be
P attempted with a sledge hammer. It must be solved

with reasoning, not emotion, or you will bring along with
you a lot of unnecessary drama. The vast majority of problems
can be solved in a way that is much easier (the word easier will
be defined in a minute) than people imagine.All they have to do is
realize that it is reasonable to believe that solving their problem
is within their grasp and look for the simple solution instead of
creating brilliant plans. Otherwise, we stress and we don’t think
as clearly.

My definition of the word “easy” is: anything which
people have the control to achieve, regardless of the
effort or cost. Anything which requires something which is out
of their control is difficult. So, something can be considered to
be easy even if it requires parents to lose an hour of sleep every
night for a year, because it is something that they can do. It’s also
easy to completely change how parents run their home because,
with guidance, they have the ability to do that as well.

This definition doesn’t sit well with many parents, who are able,
but unwilling, to consider some suggestions from Mechanchim.
When that happens (of course, each situation is different) my

attitude shifts from considering the child to be the sole challenge
to considering the parent(s) as being a part of the challenge. In
some cases, | push them to ask their Rebbi; they do, and they
become team players. In other cases, they see themselves as the
center of their world and won’t go out of their comfort zone
despite the cost to their children’s emotional health.

Most parents present themselves as unable, not unwilling to do
what is being asked of them. Parents may say that a necessary
sum of money is out of their reach or that asking them not to be
resentful of their child is unfair. It is difficult to know and/or to
convince them that they are capable of generating the necessary
money, or emotional strength, and to consider the possibility that
they just don’t want to.

Problem solving should be subtle and it doesn’t require offering
the child a lot of fun (although fun isn’t bad) or a lot of stimuli.
It requires what many consider to be Areivim’s signature
approach. We listen to a problem, break it down into several
manageable parts, create a plan for each individual part,implement
it,and then watch the person’s life come back together.The parts
may include more than the challenges themselves. It may include
the parents’ Shalom Bayis, dealing with the “good’ siblings, mental
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iliness, personality clashes, and more.

Here are the steps we take when analyzing and implementing the
challenges that are brought to us.

1) The first step is analyzing the problem. Is it behavioral (e.g.angry
child, maybe a little attitude), medicinal (e.g. is the child bi-polar),
or organic (e.g. on the spectrum or personality disorder).While
their behaviors may appear to be the same, these require three
completely different responses. Responding as if it is behavioral
when it is medicinal will waste years of opportunity while the
illness progresses, and all those involved will become angrier and
more resentful to each other.

Many parents are afraid to analyze a problem out of fear of
what they will find. They ignore that they will eventually have to
confront the truth so they may as well do it earlier than later.
At Areivim, diagnosis is always the first step.
If parents will block us from researching a
diagnosis, we will step back from helping the
family, certain that we won’t succeed.

“P roblem Salving 1$

6) Our approach is very Torah-based (Chochma U’mussor, Pele
Yoe'itz, Akeida, and Malbim). One can never go wrong following
the advice of the Torah and our Rabbeim.

7) We are very “cause and effect” oriented and we expect from
them a cause and effect relationship. | will look out for them if
they look out for me. | will help them, if they make it easy for me
to do so. For example, we will buy them food but they have to
make a list, clean up, etc. We aren’t weak (but we are soft), and
we aren’t stressed, which may be the case in many homes. Rather,
we are balanced.

8) We will talk to parents for 3-6 months on an almost daily basis
because we are aware that, eventually, the parents will again take
over as active, this time effective, parents. So, we start as early as
possible to train them to be more effective. In addition, many can
grow in a vacuum but most people need a better environment
to succeed. Understanding that, we work on
their environment at the same time as we
work on them.

A 51/1]72‘:16 Art that 9) We have Fo do all of the above in a manner
2) Once we understand what makes the that makes it look easy, almost spontaneous,
person “tick”, we create a team and one of Sfyauld not ]73 to the teens and even to their parents. It’s
the team members is appointed to be the . a scary, frustrating process, and any lack of
team leader. We can vehemently argue with “ttﬂmftﬂ‘( with confidence or motivation can destroy an

the team leader but we always listen to him.
Who leads? If the diagnosis is medicinal,
then the psychiatrist is the team leader. If it’s
behavioral, it may be an Areivim staff member.

3) Once we have a diagnosis, we begin to formulate an approach
and we do so even when the conclusion is inconvenient. For
example, a child may need to switch to a school which is not as
elite as the one the other children in the family attended. If that’s
the case, it may be disappointing but it must happen.The solution
may require the child to have to leave class once a week to see
someone, even if it is as simple as me taking them for lunch, and
that may disrupt the parents’ schedule.

Often, a parent will insist on an alternative plan because the
suggested solution is too daunting. | advise parents: if you are
unwilling to follow an effective plan because it’s too
challenging, that doesn’t mean that we should pursue
an ineffective one and certainly not a counterproductive
one. Instead, let’s wait it out and hope for the best. This
mantra motivates me to have the energy to turn the world over
even if most people would apply a simpler band-aid type approach.

4) We then begin to “attack” the problem, often by undertaking
multiple small steps. They may include finding him a job (we
may initially subsidize the salary (see step 3).VWe may find him
a younger child to mentor (with caution, of course) to build his
self-esteem.

5) While problem solving, we don’t overlook the basic creature
comforts needed to give them the energy to keep growing. They
may not need fun but they definitely need to feel good about
themselves and cared for by others. So, we still buy lunch for
them and try to offer them as many unexpected privileges as we
can, without spoiling them, of course.

a sledge hammer.”

otherwise great plan. Making it look easy is
motivational.

Knowing how to problem solve after the
problem emerged is obviously important. Mastering the above
skills will help parents help their children before problems
surface. In closing, many people try to present themselves as
perfect. The “real” person knows he’s not perfect and focuses
on constantly assessing his strengths, weaknesses, and needs and
has self-evaluated himself before he was a “problem”. He then
creates a team leader and follows the steps mentioned in this
article.

Please show your appreciation to
Areivim’s staff by contributing to our dinner
campaign and by watching our
virtual dinner which will be

this Motzei Shabbos, December 5th
at 7:30 PM at Areivim.com.

We will be joined by our guest speakers
Rabbi Sholom Kaminetzky shlit”a and
Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwiebel.We are also
fortunate to have Moshe Storch, the well-known
Kumzitz master, join us for the evening.

MOTZE| SHABBOS « December 5" at 7:30
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

here are certain Pesukim throughout Tanach
T that have the Mazel to be widely known. One
of those in the Haftorah of Parshas Vayishlach
from the Sefer Ovadia. The Navi Ovadia was a Ger
from Edom who worked for Achav and Eizevel,
and was Zocheh to Nevuah by his actions when
Eizevel declared her crusade to murder the own »x»11
. Ovadia hid them in two caves, sparing their lives.
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 39b) explains that he hid the
one hundred ox»1in two separate caves, mimicking
this weeks Parsha as Yaakov split his camp in two so
that nvbab axwan mnnn mm. Ovadia’s Nevuah centers
on his origin - Edom - and what will befall them at
the omn nanx when Yisroel will emerge from Galus
(Radak 1:1). The Gemara (ibid) uses an analogy of
a forest that provides the wood that will be used for
the ax that will chop down the very same forest. We
unfortunately know this too well from our brothers
and sisters, the self-hating Jews, the card carrying
members of J-Street — Hashem should have mercy
on them and us.

The Pasuk reads: wyp n'a1 nanb qor 2 wx apyr ma mm
019ax1 02 ST wpb — the house of Yaakov will be fire,
the house of Yosef a flame and the house of Eisav for
straw; and they will ignite them and devour them.
The rest of the Pasuk is not so famous: na5> 1w mm X9
727 ‘170 wy - there will be no survivor to the house of
Eisav, for Hashem has spoken. Certainly, part of our
familiarity comes from learning the Rashi (30:25)
that as soon as Yosef was born, Yaakov felt confident
leaving Lavan and confronting Eisav; because Yosef
is 1wy 5w now, the nemesis of Eisav, based on the
above Pasuk. Yosef has the capability to overcome
the power of Eisav. I always describe the Rashi to my

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yiss

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the ¢
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Talmidim, at the risk of revealing how I spent my
youth: Yosef is Eisav’s kryptonite. The Radak (Ovadia
1:18) explains the Pasuk in light of the Gemara (Bava
Basra 123b) fo1 Sw a1 2 1x 5o T2 85X 5o 1wy pRw.
The Medrash Rabbah (73:7) had a slightly different
wording: 5m1 5w 2 12 X5x Son 1wy prw X0 nmon, that
it is NOT JUST Yosef that can overpower Eisav, but
it is an energy that is vested in the descendants of
Rochel. We wonder; what “Ruchniusdikeh” force
are they endowed with that can make the seemingly
invincible Eisav fall at their feet?

The first clue comes from the Gemara (Megilah 13b)
that lists Rochels strength as being myy — usually
used to describe a mode of dress — but not here. It is
evident from the Gemara that this my=y means to be
silent, to be unobtrusive, to be unnoticed. Long ago, I
heard the Mashgiach Reb Nosson Vachtfogel explain
(not sure if he meant to explain Rashi there - forgive
me it was many, many moons ago) that during the
entire Chasuna, where Leah was in the white gown
(my modernizing the Vort), where was Rochel
(during the smorgasbord etc.)? She was so under
the radar, nobody noticed her, as Rashi points out:
T 15 qonw 1211 nonan XSw. The words of Chazal
(BR”R 71:5) are that Rochel was npnwn nbs noan,
she perfected the art of remaining silent. Therefore,
she was Zocheh to have Shaul as a descendant , who
also had the same talent. After the Navi Shmuel told
Shaul that he would be the king, he never told his
father of the news. Therefore, Shaul was Zocheh to
have Esther, who also remained silent despite all of
Achashveirosh’s pleading to divulge her origin - px
NTan INOX.

VH JLNODAYT

The Ksav Sofer (aon my xyn) explains that Yaakov :
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

(before Matan Torah) allowed himself to marry two
sisters, even though the Torah says that two wives will
become mnx to each other, and two sisters should
not be put into such a predicament. However, since
he saw the love and devotion that Rochel and Leah
had for each other, he was confident that these two
sisters would not have the problem. Adds the Darash
Mordechai (R Druk pg. 212) how much this was
brought out when Rochel asked for the flowers and
Leah’s response was: *XT1T 02 nnp5 "X NX Nnp vynn
#11 - was it not enough that you took my husband,
and now you want my sons flowers? (This dialogue
deserves its own article, whatever it may mean.)
BUT ROCHEL DOES NOT EVEN RESPOND TO
THAT, indicating that the wwn of =1y5 did not
apply to them. But to me, that is the ultimate npnw -
hearing something like that, anyone of us would have
vehemently responded, probably shouting at the top
of our lungs: You mean the husband that I gave you,
along with an assortment of other compliments, the
kind that would make the protestors in Portland
blush. Rochel says nothing. She does not respond
to that and she only says let's make a deal etc. What
power! What control!

Yosef is the proud recipient of that nwi . There is a
very enigmatic Ramban in Parshas Mikeitz (42:9) that
raises the question which literally begs itself: Why,
in all those years — working for Potifera and as the
Viceroy of Mitzrayim - did Yosef not send a message
to Yaakov, who continually mourned for him, that he
is alive and well? The Ramban posits that Yosef had
some sort of a Cheshbon that his dreams HAD TO
COME TRUE - undoubtedly “Himmeldigeh Zachen”
- and that, it seems, outweighed Yaakov’s anguish
which otherwise would have been considered a xvn"
"S5y - ey R 'm. But to be able to remain silent,

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yiss

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the ¢
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despite his love for his tormented father, required
that level of npnw.

There is another Ramban (Vayigash 45:27) that
teaches us a phenomenal Chiddush and adjusts what
we thought weknew. Whatevery Cheder Yingel knows
about the selling of Yosef -Yaakov Aveinu NEVER
KNEW. Yaakov never knew that the brothers had
sold Yosef. He thought that Yosef had gotten lost on
the road, abducted and sold, ending up in Mitzrayim.
The Ramban puts forth the logical reasoning: WHO
should have told him? Certainly not the brothers,
who were undoubtedly afraid that their confession
would end with a n55p from their father. And Yosef,
using an expression you have to love —-1moma jom"
"5 b nyn X5 en - with his honorable Middos, did
not want to tell him! How much depth, how much
majesty, how much of his unrivaled character are all
conveyed in the words ;v moma! Let us ponder this
for a moment. I have a world class piece of Lashon
Hara about my siblings - that’s already two strikes
- and I'm in a position where I fear no retribution
on their part, and I STAY SILENT. What nmaa !
Not only that, see Daas Zikainim (48:11) that the
beloved, long lost son did not spend the amount of
time we would have expected with his father, because
he feared the inevitable question of how he ended up
in Mitzrayim, and that would subject his brother’s to
a no5p; and therefore Yosef had to be told by a mbw
(see Rashi) of his father’s sickness.

So we have learned that Yosef had developed an
excellence in the npnwn nm with admirable control.
We should also note that whenever Yosef got into
trouble, it was when he was not silent. He told about
his dreams, he told the extra words to the opwnn w
, bringing him ypx. There is a Sfas Emes x'mn wan)

VH JLNODAYT

(my n"7 that always astounds me, even though my
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understanding of it is minimal. The Pasuk describes
the background where where Yosef finally ends his
charade for his brothers oaxin 535 paxnn® qor 530 X5
15y - Yosef could NOT ENDURE in the presence of
those that stood before him. The inference of paxnd
is that Yosef would have wanted it to continue, and
almost against his will, his better judgment, he could
not keep silent any longer. Says the Sfas Emes, the
connection between the tears he shed ((45:14) as he
kissed Binyomin, were for both the Batei Mikdash
that were destroyed in Binyomins share of Eretz
Yisroel. Because IF Yosef could have held out more,
there would HAVE NEVER BEEN A j2wn. Yosef
felt that, and at that moment his mind was directed
to the Churban, and he cried. Astounding wnn.
The little that I may understand is that if he could
have maintained his npnw, it would have forever
overcome the power of Eisav to destroy the Mikdash.
Let me try and explain.

We know that Eisav’s weapon is his mouth — ¥ »
o1 and can convince you of anything - the ultimate
con-man. He can sell you the proverbial Brooklyn
Bridge twice on the same day and convince you
that you really got a good deal the second time. His
insincere “Shailos” about Maaser, his bogus m>
oX1 ax persuaded some to count him as a credible
Tzaddik. His was the 217 no, he owned it. So much
so, as the Gemara (Sotah 13a) relates, he was able to
indoctrinate the owaw that he had the right to the
Kever in Mearas Hamachpeilah that they intended to
bury Yaakov in, until 1712 owvin could not tolerate the
delay and decapitated Eisav. The pmy of the Gemara,
based on a Shmooz I once heard from Rav Chaim
Shmuelevitz, is that owin was deaf and therefore
immune to the power of Eisav’s mouth - his power
only worked on those that could hear his ma1 no.
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Based on the above, we suppose its accurate to say that
the superiority that Rochel and her descendants have
over Eisav is because the npnwn ma has supremacy
and can overpower the ma71 ma. Maybe that is the
point of the Sfas Emes, continuing with that power
of np'nw would have once and for all removed the
strength of Eisav to destroy the Mikdash.

There are other chapters to this idea — especially
regarding Binyamin - n">x we hope to learn them in
the future. So what does all this teach me - besides
that there is still much Chumash for me to learn and
explore? A wise man once said: “It is very rare that
you regret something that you DID NOT SAY, it is,
however, very common to regret things that WE DID
SAY”. As a rule, npnw overrules m1277, as the classic
dictate from the Gemara (Megillah 18a) y5oa mn a
word is worth a 5o, but na npnwn, silence is worth
two oybo. The Gaon in Mishlei (11:2) translates nx
mmon oyuy - and the owyuy have mmon which means
"opmww X nnonnapyw” . It was the mipny that Rochel
bequeathed her children and enabled her and them
the no to defeat Eisav.

We are still in Galus Edom, Eisav’s Galus, and it
would be beneficial to use our weapon and bring the
Geulah speedily x"1a.

Among those who are ny1w > o'oyn,
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For you have contended with G-d — n'7'78 Dy N"w
When a person stands before a battle or confrontation, the first
question he asks himself is, “What are the chances that he will be
successful in this war?” And id he sees or thinks that he has a
chance to be victorious in this battle, then he continues and maps
out his plan of action and tactics he will use to give him the best
chance to win this war. But if he thinks his chances for success
are slim or he has no chance at all, most likely he will go a
different way and he will not enter a war that is ‘a losing battle’,
for what is the purpose of going to war where he is guaranteed
defeat?!
'my WX paX'1 1127 2y Nl — And Yaakov was left alone and a
man wrestled with him’ (32:25). Yaakov Avinu fought with an
angel — the guardian angel of Eisav, and amazingly, the angel
could not defeat him, 17 71>' X7 > X2I' — ‘When he saw that he
could not overcome him’ (32:26) and ultimately the angel was
forced to bless him, "721n1 D'war Dyi D'PI7R DD Nw D' — “for
you have contended with G-d and with men and you have
overcome’ (32:29). The angel pointed out two outstanding
qualities in Yaakov Avinu: 1. For you have contended with G-d
and men and 2. And you have overcome. That is, aside from the
fact that Yaakov Avinu fought with the angel and won, which is
amazing by itself, but there is an added quality, and perhaps no
less as great, the fact that Yaakov summoned the strength to
battle the angel to begin with, thus upon parting he praised him,
‘for you contended with’.
Next week IY”H is Chanukah when we praise Hashem Yisbarach
for all the miracles that He performed for our forefathers in those
days at this time. Then too, it was a very difficult battle, an
illogical war, the strong in the hands of the weak, many in the
hands of the few, and besides us thanking Hashem Yisbarach for
the victory, we thank Him for the courage of the children of the
Chashmonaim to even go out to war, a war which from the
outset seemed destined for failure. But they were not afraid and
they did not surrender for the war against the yetzer generally
takes more strength than an actual battle. A Jew does not
surrender to this, and it was regarding this type of war that
Chazal have said (Kiddushin 30b) ‘Were it not that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu helped him, he would not be able to withstand it’. In
this war, victory is not dependent on you, even if all chances are
that you will fail, you still must go out to war, and for this you will
receive reward.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayishlach
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‘For every breath’ - "an'wa nan'wa 'n '

| went to visit my parents in the middle of the day for no special
reason, a chance visit without calling first. After asking how they
were doing, and we sat and talked for a bit, | stood up to go to work.
| walked out the door and something drew me back inside. | went
back in and again said ‘Shalom’ and then | stayed in my parents’
house for a few minutes and then something strange happened to
me and this happened, my mother began choking on the nuts she
was eating and she could not get air into her lungs. She tried to take
a breath but could not. My father was paralyzed. My sister ran
outside to call an ambulance for help. | called Hatzolah and they
guided me how to do the Heimlich maneuver. At one point her head
dropped, and she did not speak, but | continued following the
instructions until Hatzolah arrived. Suddenly, a small passage of air
entered my mother, and she could breathe a little through her nose,
but | continued until suddenly my mother said, “I can breathe, | can
breathe!!l”

Once we calmed down a little from the episode, we thought of all
the hashgacha that was here. My very coming to visit, and
something inexplicable pushed me back in the house, and | stayed
despite trying to leave several times.

With praise and thanks to Hashem Yisbarach Who saved my mother
in a truly amazing way. BAUR

Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: A boy came to me to discuss
something important to him and he wanted to drive me to yeshiva
when | had to leave. Since he offered to take me, | canceled a ride
with someone else who wanted to take me. In the meantime, | sent
him to daven Mincha in Zichron Moshe. On his way out of the house,
he saw my Tefillin on the table in the living room. He realized that he
had not yet put on Tefillin today and he asked my permission to use
the Tefillin. Of course, | agreed and | thought about the great
hashgacha as | did not think to offer the Tefillin as he was walking
around with his Tzitzis outside and who would have thought that he
had not put on Tefillin. Just that day the Tefillin were left on the
table so he should see them and be able to put on Tefillin.

After he went down to daven, he called me and apologized that his
car was loaded with packages and he had no room to take me. | told
him that everything was all right, but | felt he did not believe me, and
he would cause me to not have a ride.

Not half a minute later someone called me that he was in the area
and he wanted to drive so he can talk on the way. | immediately
called the boy and told him the hashgacha, he was very pleased and
freed from the pressure he felt at the moment.
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Encouragement for a time of challenge
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These are the descendants of Eisav, he is Edom. (36:1)
There is a general rule in the Torah, all its words come to
teach something. Even the stories described in it are to guide
us on the righteous path. Since this is so, it is incumbent on
us to understand the message the Torah is giving us, and to
understand the intent of the words.
So, when we come to the end of the parsha and we have a
whole chapter that does not mention anything other than
the names of Eisav’s descendants, we have an amazing
question, why do we have to know this? What are these
things adding to avodas Hashem?
Perhaps the intent is to strengthen our weak knees, that they
did not set aside enough time for their Creator, for
sometimes, after a person sets aside his time for Torah and
avodah, his yetzer tests him and tells him: “Why do you
spend all your time in the Bais Midrash? Are you concerned
that you will not find favor and kindness before your Creator
when you go out in the street to do business? Look at so and
so who are benefiting from this world and it will also be good
for them in the World to Come! They daven three times a
day every day, give tzedakah, and everyone knows that they
do not transgress the mitzvos! The opposite, who is like them
that they seek out the nicest esrog two weeks before Succos?
They are among the few who are called up to the Torah on
Yomim Noraim like it says in Shulchan Aruch, and so on...
then, you should be like them, leave the walls of the yeshiva,
go into business, and it will be enough for you to just attend
a shiur between Mincha and Maariv, and that is fine!”
In order to settle the mind of such a person, the Torah set
aside this entire chapter to tell him that the yetzer did not
speak well. The Torah wanted to emphasize the first one who
spoke like this, and to learn from his ways how to avoid an
enticement like this.
The first one who did this was none other than Yaakov Avinu
who earned the title of ‘tam yosheiv ohelim’ — ‘wholesome,
dwelling in tents’, since he would spend his entire time
sitting in shul or Bais Midrash, at the same time his brother
Eisav was busy hunting accumulating wealth, enjoying and
supporting himself by trapping animals and selling their meat
and hides. Additionally, he received honor and
encouragement when he brought tasty dishes that he
prepared to honor his father.
It is self-understood that the yetzer hara appeared in
Yaakov’s Bais Midrash and told him the words as it did to the
afore-mentioned young man, “Why are you in the Bais
Midrash, go out to work. See, even your father is pleased by
this since Eisav shows his nature by asking your father Torah
questions like “How do you take maaser from straw or salt?
He gets praised when he brings tasty dishes that he prepares
from that which he hunted. Yitzchak hugs him with both
arms, he is more pleased than your toiling in Torah.”
But as we see, Yaakov paid no attention to this argument,
even though he was faced with this challenge for fifty years,
from the time they were thirteen until sixty-three, [it was
only then that Yitzchak realized that Yaakov was truly
righteous, when Yaakov went in to receive the berachos and
the fragrance of Gan Eden accompanied him. In contrast to
this, when Eisav entered, he sensed the smoke of
Gehinnom.] Still, Yaakov kept himself confined to the Bais
Midrash.

T T
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Even after this period passed Yaakov still did not see contentment in his lot.
True, his yetzer did not confront him with the praises of Eisav, since
eventually, Eisav lost favor in the eyes of Yitzchak. However, since Eisav was
a wealthy man, it was not beyond him to want to kill Yaakov, and Yaakov
had to flee, and the result of this was that the yetzer once again opened its
mouth and argued that had he been a wealthy man like Eisav, it would not
have entered his brother’s mind to kill him. He would have been concerned
that just he was able to afford to kill Yaakov, Yaakov would have paid
double to kill Eisav. “See what your plight is now, you are forced to run
away and Eliphaz chased after you, and he took everything you had from
you, even your clothing...” But Yaakov did not pay attention to the
argument of the yetzer even now, and he went to spend fourteen years in
the yeshiva of Sheim and Eiver.

It was only after that that he went to Lavan’s house to establish the Nation
of Israel. After spending sixty-four consecutive years of Torah and avodah.
But it seems to us that Yaakov had no signs of success, the opposite, it
seems to us that at the end of the day the advice of Eisav was correct. Most
of the time Yaakov exhibited signs of subjugation to Eisav who did not treat
him like a brother or a friend. Yaakov sent him nice gifts, declaring ‘my lord
Eisav your servant Yaakov’, and when they met, he bowed to him several
times, all signs of subjugation.

If one thinks about this, he will surely wonder and ask, “Is this Torah and its
reward?” How is it possible that even after all these many years the
righteous Yaakov had to cope with the successes of the wicked Eisav? To
the extent that when they met, he had to subjugate himself and lower
himself before him? How about the one who wants to follow in the
footsteps of Yaakov, and it is then that the yetzer directs his attention to
those who want to enjoy life? Why did he not also choose to be among the
successful who begin and end their lives in success, why should he be jailed
in the Bais Midrash whose eyes are usually on those who have?

This is why the Torah saw fit to mention the lineage. In truth it is a
continuation of the lowness of Yaakov and success of Eisav. Eisav was
indeed successful, but there is a great distance between success and
happiness. Yaakov was happy and content with he had, and it did not
bother him that he appeared as if he is surrendering.

Yaakov’s happiness is this that the Torah wanted to list Eisav’s generations.
The Torah is saying to him, “Look how Yaakov and Eisav ended up. Yaakov
who improved his ways extended his life to generations after him. Like him,
his descendants continued to keep the Torah and mitzvos and to this day
Yaakov takes a portion of the reward of their mitzvos. Not so with Eisav. He
too established families. But Chazal have said (Eichah Rabbah 2:9) ‘If they
say there is Torah among the nations, do not believe them’. The result of
the deeds of their grandfather Eisav was they did not see fit to accept the
yoke of the Torah on themselves, the opposite, they settled on Seir so as
not to be included with their forefathers. They wanted to cut all ties with
their forefathers and their ways. We see that there were some of them
who were born through promiscuity Rachmana litzlan. If so, then what
happened to all the success Eisav saw while alive? His success went for evil,
as he only established generations of animals and they earned nothing.
Yaakov established people who endure forever.

The Torah wanted to speak to the heart of the challenged, and say to the
one who felt it was better in the streets of the city than the yeshiva Bais
Midrash: Lift your eyes and look there, what do your children see when you
are still learning Torah in the Bais Midrash? And what do their children see
when they are running around in the streets? True, some still attend a shiur
between Mincha and Maariv, and it is possible that they will be rewarded
for this as the yetzer said. But their children after them will not merit even
this, since their father does not put much value on the Torah, and they
think and say that it is not worth setting aside a full half-hour for Torah,
therefore, their children will not go in their way like them, ‘stop your feet
from getting in your way’.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayishlach 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“He said, ‘Who are these to you?’”

The Spiritual Battle Waged between Yaakov and Eisav
Regarding the Klipah of 95"

This week, we read parshas Vayishlach. After not having
seen his brother for many years, Yaakov Avinu returns with
his entire family and household and intends to appease Eisav.
We would like to focus on the initial conversation between
Yaakov and Eisav at this historic encounter (Bereishis 33, 5):
YT AR, TY R M MaR BT AR RIWAN AR KT 1Y AR KW
" 112y nX 2opoR 2 awx He (Eisav) looked up and saw the
women and children, and he said, “Who are these to you?”
He (Yaakov) said, “The children whom G-d has graciously
given your servant.”

Twenty-two years had passed since that Pesach night on
which Yaakov had entered his father’s tent dressed in Eisav’s
special garments, and had received the Berachos that Yitzchak
had intended to bestow upon Eisav. Fearful that Eisav would
kill him on account of that ruse, Yaakov was compelled to flee
for his life to Charan. Now, after twenty-two years, Yaakov
returns to Eretz Yisrael and intends to appease his brother,
Eisav. The very first question that Eisav asks Yaakov is: “Who
are these to you?—referring to his wives and children.
Yaakov replies succinctly: “The children whom G-d has
graciously given your servant.”

We can only imagine all of the things that the two brothers
talked about at this historic encounter. Yet, these two brief
questions are what the Torah chose to relate to us. Thus, it
is apparent that they convey a profound message. To unveil
this profound message, we will explore and delight in the
illuminating words of our hallowed teachers, the Rishonim

and Acharonim, zy”a.

To begin with, let us present the comment of the Ramban.
He expresses his surprise concerning Eisav’s question and
Yaakov’s response. The narrative says: “He looked up and
saw the women and children.” Presumably, when Eisav asks:
“Who are these to you?”—he is referring to both the women
and the children. Yet, Yaakov’s response only addresses the
children: “The children whom G-d has graciously given your
servant.” Why doesn’t he mention his wives? The Ramban
answers that Yaakov chose not to mention the women out of
concern for modesty and propriety. So, by only mentioning the
children, it would be obvious to Eisav that the women were his
wives and the mothers of the children.

The Spiritual Battle over the
Misguided Perception of """

It is with great pleasure that we will follow the lead of the
Ramban and explore the moral implications of Eisav’s question
and Yaakov’s profound response. Let us refer to the Mishnah
(Avos 3, 7): oo qan "5 901N K11 1172 191,75 Trwt R Town v n”
25 1 7m1 “Give him from what is His; for you and yours
belong to Him.” And thus it is said of David (Divrei HaYamim
129, 14): “For all things come from You, and of Your own we
have given to You.” The Tanna of this Mishnah is admonishing
us to dismiss the misguided perception that there are things
that belong to us; instead, it is essential that we recognize that
“you and yours belong to Him.” In other words, everything in
our possession comes from HKB”H.

We can suggest that HKB”H conveyed this message to
Avraham Avinu after he shattered his father’s idols. He wanted
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Avraham to understand that it does not suffice to abstain from
the actual practice and worship of “avodah-zarah”; but it is
also necessary to sanctify one’s thought process by eliminating
the false perception that there are things that truly belong
to us. Thus, HKB”H says to Avraham (Bereishis 12, 1): 79"
m17—abandon the misguided belief and perception that there
are things that belong to you--"q%".
abandon: "2ax mant TnTYMmnt qeaRn”—the “avodah-zarah” that
is prevalent in your country, birthplace and father’s home—

Specifically, you must

the belief in man’s power. Instead, you must go: 2wR yax K"
mxax—to the land that [ will direct you, to Eretz Yisrael, whose
kedushah inculcates in a person the truth that everything he
possesses is not actually his but belongs to HKB”H.

Upon further scrutiny, it is apparent that this is the
vital message conveyed by the holy Torah in parshas Eikev
(Devarim 8, 11): v anwr"—take care not to be swayed and
influenced by the klipah of "1%”. Then, the Torah elaborates:
2m71 AT 119277 JARET AT ,N2W 230 0310 BANaT nyawt Yorn 1
" mam—it is your numerous possessions and wealth that
will make you susceptible and vulnerable to this klipah; a2
Dorm AR YT ey T BRI omIs 73893 NIRRT LCPEYR ' AR nnow aaY
»mrm—as a consequence, you are likely to become haughty, to
forget that everything comes from Hashem and to mistakenly
believe that you acquired all of your possessions due to
your own wherewithal and ingenuity. Therefore, the Torah
admonishes us: " m nwYY 1 7% 117 R 2D PPPUR AR N9 —
remember Hashem, your G-d; for it is He Who provides
you--"15"—the ability to accumulate wealth.

Accordingly, we can suggest that the wicked Eisav—who
was a total heretic, and believed solely in the powers of man—
intended to inculcate in Yaakov Avinu the misguided notion
of "> mx1y1 'm>”"—my success and wealth are attributable to
my own strength and ingenuity. Therefore, when Eisav saw
the abundant possessions, including all the sheep and cattle,
that Yaakov had brought with him, his first question was: "
"1 mox—who are these to you? He specifically employed the
term "1%” implying that Yaakov had acquired all of his wealth
due to his own abilities.

Yaakov Avinu, however, perceived the spiritual poison and
danger concealed within this question. Hence, he replied
quickly and succinctly: They are “the children whom G-d has

graciously given your servant.” Since I am the grandson of
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Avraham, who heeded the command of 77 77", I don’t believe
in the concept of "1%". Rather; I recognize that everything that I
have accomplished and acquired was not by natural means or
due to my own strength and abilities. Even the children I bore
were gifts from Hashem.

In this manner, we can interpret Eisav’s following remarks.
Clearly, he did not give up hope of poisoning Yaakov’s thought
process with the Kklipah of «qo».
(Bereishis 33, 8): "nwaa awx 1 maman s 7y 1 anak—and he

Therefore, he persisted

asked, “Who is this entire camp that I met to you?” But
Yaakov did not fall into his trap: "1 »22¢3 11 X12nY max71"—he
replied, “To gain favor in my lord’s eyes.” 1 brought all of this
to please you, and I can part from all of it very easily for the sake
of making peace with you. After all, they are not truly mine;
they belong to HKB”H. He gave them to me to use as needed.

To which Eisav responds: "% =wx 9% 1 'nx 31 %5 wr—I
have plenty, my brother; let what you have remain yours.
Thus, Eisav expressed the fact that he was willing to forgo all
of Yaakov’s gifts; his sole aim was to infect Yaakov with the
false, misguided mindset of "q%”. To this end, he says: "% w»
"R 3°—1I, too, have abundant wealth and possessions; they
belong "5"—to me—because I acquired them with my own
hands and abilities. Therefore, since you are my brother, it
behooves you to adopt my philosophy: “Let what you have
remain yours.” After all, you earned it and acquired it with
your own hands and abilities.

Once again, Yaakov Avinu eludes this pitfall by saying (ibid.
11): "% nxan 7wx *no12 N 81 np’—please accept my tribute
which was brought to you. [ know that you will view these
gifts as "f»"—belonging to you—seeing as you are a non-
believer. I, however, don’t believe in the doctrine of «J9»; I
believe wholeheartedly that everything that I possess was given

to me by the grace of G-d and was not acquired on my own.

In this manner, we can interpret the passuk related to
Eisav’s grandson, Amalek, as follows (Devarim 25, 17): =1t
"pony v ey 2wx nk—remember what Amalek did to you!
Note that the passuk specifies "%”. Remember that Amalek
attempted to infect you with the klipah of «79»; he wanted you
to believe in the doctrine of “my strength and the might of my
hand.” After all, he followed in the footsteps of his grandfather,
Eisav, and adopted his doctrine. So, he, also wanted to corrupt
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Yaakov’s descendants with the false doctrine of: “Let what
you have remain yours.” In fact, the exponents of the Torah
note that the gematria of p"9ny equals "9, because the klipah
of Amalek inculcates in a person haughtiness and false pride, in
keeping with the passuk:”t nx nmsw1 7335 27"—your heart will
become haughty and you will forget Hashem.

“It is enough that they raise
our children and save us from sin”

Since it is the nature of Torah to be expounded in seventy
different ways, I would like to propose my own interpretation
regarding Eisav’s question and Yaakov’s clever response. In
the process, we will also reconcile the difficulty raised by the
Ramban: Why did Yaakov only answer Eisav with regards to
the children but not with regards to the women? Let us refer to
what we have learned in the Gemara (Yevamos 63a):

FONTION M9 RO MW I 0D TITAT YD KPR R M1 N9
MSTARY 12997 515 9N a1 RIYNn R NTT,a9 19 9K . nn
RV IR AN RTYRnT 11eaa

Rabbi Chiya’s wife would aggravate him constantly.
Nevertheless, when he found an object that suited her,
he would wrap it in a piece of cloth and bring it to her
(as a sign of affection). Rav said to him: “But she causes
the master much grief!” (Why do you bring her gifts?) He
replied: “It is enough that they raise our children and
save us from sin.” Rashi explains that they prevent us from
having improper thoughts.

Thus, we learn that a wife has two exemplary qualities.
Firstly, she bears our children and raises them. Secondly, she
prevents us from having improper thoughts and sinning. Now,
Yaakov Avinu did not require a wife to prevent him from sinning,
since he was holy and pure even before he got married. The
Torah attests to this in the following passuk (Bereishis 49, 3):
921 MPWRAT TS TINR 71193 13187"—Reuven, you are my firstborn
and my strength and my initial vigor. According to Rashi,
this means that Reuven was conceived from Yaakov’s first drop
of semen, since Yaakov had not yet had a seminal emission in
his lifetime until the conception of Reuven at the age of 84.

Now, Eisav knew his brother well, since they grew up
together in their father’s house; he knew that his brother was
holy and pure. Therefore, when he saw the wives that he had
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married, he was shocked. This prompted him to inquire: “Who
are these to you?” Seeing as you are pure and holy, you don’t
need a wife to safeguard you from iniquity and sin. So, why
did you bother marrying these women? To this, Yaakov replied
astutely: They are “the children whom G-d has graciously
given your servant.” In other words, | married these women
solely for the second reason—to fulfill the mitzvah of “pru
u'rvu,” to father children. Since they are righteous women, [ am
certain that they will raise the children that G-d has blessed me
with properly.

n"9x Is an Anagram for n“x%

We can now address the Ramban’s question. Seemingly,
when Eisav saw the women and children, he inquired about
both. He wanted to know what their relationship was to Yaakov.
Yet, Yaakov’s reply only mentioned the children. We find two
luminaries who provide a similar explanation—the brilliant
Rabbi Yehudah Assad, in Divrei Mahari, and the brilliant Rabbi
Shimon Sofer, the son of the Chasam Sofer (which appears in
Toras Moshe).

In short, their explanations relate to the passuk (ibid. 29,
17): "mizn nRY 22p1"—Leah’s eyes were tender. Rashi explains
that she was convinced that she would have to marry Eisav;
since Rivkah had two sons and Lavan had two daughters, it
was presumed that the older son would marry the older
daughter, and the younger son would marry the younger
daughter. The probability that she would marry Eisav was
abhorrent to her and caused her to cry. Therefore, when Eisav
saw that Yaakov had married both Leah and Rachel and had
children from both of them, he asked incredulously: “Who are
m"9x (these) to you?” Note that the word m«%X is an anagram
for m"R%. Thus, we can interpret Eisav’s question as follows:
[ understand that you married Rachel, the younger daughter,
she was designated for you; but why did you marry Leah, who
was designated for me?

In this vein, we can interpret Yaakov’s reply: They are “the
children whom G-d has graciously given your servant.”
We have learned in the Gemara (Kiddushin 70a): “Whoever
marries a woman that is not suitable for him” and, similarly,
“whoever marries a woman for the sake of money (financial
gain), will have children who are unworthy.” This teaches
us that the test to determine whether or not a man married
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a proper, suitable woman is to examine the children. If the
children are good, proper, upstanding people, it is a sign that
the man chose a proper wife. This then is the implication of
Yaakov’s response to Eisav: You can see that “the children
whom G-d has graciously given your servant” are proper
and upstanding. This should prove to you that it was ordained
from above that I should marry Leah, that Leah was also
designated to be my mate to complete the complement of
twelve shevatim.

Eisav Was Surprised that
Yaakov Married Two Wives

It is with great pleasure that we will continue to expound on
Eisav’s question and Yaakov’s answer. Let us refer back to what
Yitzchak says to Eisav after realizing that he had bestowed the
Berachos upon Yaakov (ibid. 27, 40): =wx> o 11ayn 18 NNy
"aR7IE Byn 1y npaat an—Dbut you shall serve your brother;
yet, it shall be that when you will be aggrieved, you may
remove his yoke from upon your neck. Rashi teaches us that
the term ™an” is an expression of pain and distress. In other
words, Yitzchak meant to say: When Yisrael will transgress
the laws of the Torah, and you will have a claim to be
aggrieved over the Berachos that he (Yaakov) took, “You
may remove his yoke, etc.”

With this understanding, we can propose that this is the
meaning of the passuk: “He (Eisav) looked up and saw the
women and children, and he said, “‘Who are these to you?””
When Eisav realized that Yaakov had married two sisters—
Rachel and Leah—something that would be prohibited by the
Torah, he was astounded. This prompted him to ask: “Who are
these to you?” In other words, how did you do something that
the Torah is going to prohibit? This gives me cause to be upset
and gives me a legitimate claim to the Berachos; hence, all of
the sheep and cattle that you brought as a gift are legitimately
mine and not yours.

So, to truly comprehend the response of Yaakov Avinu--“the
children whom G-d has graciously given your servant”—Ilet
us introduce an insight presented by the Parashas Derachim
(Drush 1) in the name of the Maharash Yafeh. In the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 57a), the Rabbis expound on a passuk in the passage
pertaining to illicit sexual relations (Vayikra 18, 6): 5X wR wR”
7 HRAwD naYn By panthe oUn1en AR 1eaY ,29pn KY 1ws AR B

Shvilei Pinclhes

The passuk states: “Any man shall not approach his close
relative to uncover nakedness.” The Gemara deduces that
this comes to include the Kutim; they are warned against
illicit sexual relations the same as Jews. That being the case,
how did Yaakov marry two sisters—something that is clearly
prohibited by the Torah?

He answers that since Avraham Avinu observed all of the
precepts of the Torah, he and his offspring were no longer
bound by the laws of the “sons of Noach” but were bound by
the laws of Yisrael. Accordingly, Rachel and Leah were born to
Betuel the Arami; as such, they were not bound by Jewish law.
Therefore, before marrying them, Yaakov Avinu had to convert
them according to Jewish law. Halachically, the two sisters
were no longer related to one another. In the words of the
Gemara (Yevamos 22a): "7 751w 1up5 10w 11’—a non-jew
(a proselyte) who converts is considered like a newborn
child. Thus, Yaakov did not transgress any prohibition.

The Parashas Derachim points out that this answer is only
valid if we abide by the opinion of the Rishonim who hold that
the Avos had the status of a Yisrael even prior to Matan Torah.
However, according to the opinion of the Rishonim who hold that
they had the status of “sons of Noach,” then it was not possible to
convert the two sisters and treat them like Jews. In that case, the
question remains: How did Yaakov marry two sisters?

Avraham Was Saved from
the Fiery Furnace in the Merit of Yaakov

[ would now like to present to our royal audience a passage
from the Midrash (B.R. 63, 2): Rabbi Shmuel bar Rav Yitzchak
said: Avraham was only saved from the fiery furnace in the
merit of Yaakov . .. Avraham was condemned by Nimrod
to be burned alive, but HKB”H foresaw that Yaakov was
destined to descend from him. He said, “It is worthwhile
saving Avraham in the merit of Yaakov.” This is the
implication of the passuk (Yeshayah 29, 22): “Therefore,
thus said Hashem, to the House of Yaakov, who redeemed
Avraham”—Yaakov redeemed Avraham.

The commentaries are perplexed by this Midrash. After all,
Avraham Avinu was the first person to publicize the presence
of G-d in this world. He withstood ten trying ordeals, the
most difficult of which was the ordeal of the Akeidah. He was
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prepared to slaughter is only son, whom he fathered at the age
of one hundred. Thus, it seems hard to believe that he didn’t
deserve to be saved in his own merit but was only saved in the
merit of his unborn grandson, Yaakow.

The Parashas Derachim (Drush 1) provides us with an
answer based on a ruling of the Rambam (Hilchos Melachim
10, 2). He rules that a “son of Noach” is not required to
sacrifice his life for the sanctity of Hashem. Additionally,
he rules (Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 5, 4): If anyone about
whom it is said: “Transgress and do not sacrifice your
life,” sacrifices his life and does not transgress, he is held
accountable for his life. For, he has transgressed the explicit
admonition (Bereishis 9, 5): "w1mTR @a*n1waly oont NR INRT'—
but I will demand the blood of your souls.

So, while it is true that Avraham observed all the precepts of
the Torah before he was commanded to do so; that only allowed
him to accept stringencies upon himself. That did not allow him
to sacrifice his life for the sake of the sanctity of Hashem. As we
have learned, a “son of Noach” was not commanded to sacrifice
his life; in fact, he is prohibited to do so. Thus, it turns out that
legally-speaking, Avraham was not allowed to sacrifice his life
for the sake of “kiddush Hashem.” Therefore, since he did not
act in accordance with the law, he did not deserve salvation in
his own right but only in the merit of Yaakov.

Clearly, this deserves further explanation. For, it is hard to
imagine that Avraham Avinu did not abide by the letter of the
law and, therefore, was only saved in the merit of Yaakov Avinu.
After all, HKB”H attests to Avraham'’s virtue in the following
passuk (Yeshayah 41, 8): par nama awx apy® »1ay YNaw anxy
"amR amak—but you, Yisrael, My servant, Yaakov, you whom
I have chosen, offspring of Avraham, who loved Me....

Yaakov Avinu Determined that
They Have the Status of Yisrael

Therefore, it behooves us to reconcile the Midrash’s
assertion that Avraham was saved from the furnace solely
in the merit of Yaakov. Let us refer to an explanation in the
Zohar hakadosh (Vayeitzei 146b) related to the Mishnah (Avos
1, 2): mivonaa byr mapn Yyt ann By iy obipn omse nehe by
JETMER RT ROTOM Y, PR KT TIeyn, 2Py KT mnn,evron The
world stands on three things—on the Torah, on religious
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service and on the performance of acts of kindness. The
(pillar of) Torah is Yaakov; (the pillar of) religious service
is Yitzchak; (the pillar of) acts of kindness is Avraham.
Thus, we learn that Yaakov Avinu is the pillar of Torah. As
such, he possesses the power to determine the halachah of
any Torah-related issue.

Let us combine this fact with an explanation from the Sefer
HaPliah concerning the Baraisa of Rabbi Yishmael: »w 821
"RITaIeE YIS MWW 2INSTT RIDW TP 7T AR 77 ownsan oaamns—and
here two passages that contradict each other until a third
passage appears and reconciles them. We can suggest that
“midas hachesed” and “midas hadin” represent two viewpoints
“Midas hachesed”
makes every effort to judge a person leniently. “Midas hadin,”

that contradict and oppose each other.

however, judges a person by the strict letter of the law. Thus,
the midah of “Tiferes,” which is an amalgamation of “chesed”
and “din,” represents the third viewpoint that reconciles them
and determines the outcome. Therefore, the Gemara teaches
(Berachos 43b): "p»msnn 372 nobn"—the halachah accords
with the viewpoint of the determiner.

As we know, the midah of Avraham Avinu is “chesed; the
midah of Yitzchak Avinu is “din” (or “gevurah”). Thus, they
represent “two viewpoints that oppose each other.” The

» o«

midah of Yaakov Avinu, however, is “Tiferes.” “Tiferes” is an
amalgamation of “chesed” and “din”; itcombines the bestaspects
of both midos. Thus, it represents “the third viewpoint that
reconciles them” and determines the outcome. Therefore, the
halachah accords with Yaakov Avinu, the pillar of Torah, who

reconciles the differences between Avraham and Yitzchak.

On this basis, we can justify the actions of Avraham Avinu;
we can argue that he acted appropriately when he sacrificed
his life in the fiery furnace for the sake of “kiddush Hashem.”
For, from the moment he accepted upon himself to abide by all
the mitzvos of the Torah, he relinquished the status of a “son of
Noach” and adopted the status of a Yisrael. Not only is a Yisrael
permitted to sacrifice his life for the sake of “kiddush Hashem,”
he is obligated to do so to not worship “avodah-zarah.” Yet, at
the time of his ordeal, the definitive halachah had not yet been
determined; the status of the holy Avos remained in limbo—
were they bound by the laws of “sons of Noach” or by the laws
of Yisrael? Therefore, Avraham did not deserve to be saved in
his own merit.

RAMAPOSE
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HKB”H, however, knew that Yaakov Avinu, the pillar of Torah
was destined to descend from Avraham. As we know, Yaakov
married two sisters—Rachel and Leah—which was clearly
prohibited to a “son of Noach.” Thus, it was evident, as explained
by the Maharash Yafeh, that he had converted them prior to
marrying them. Hence, they no longer had the status of sisters,
because, halachically, they were viewed as newborn infants.
This demonstrates that Yaakov Avinu determined that prior to
Matan Torah, the Avos had the status of Yisrael. Consequently,
it became apparent that when Avraham Avinu sacrificed his life
for the sake of “kiddush Hashem,” he had acted appropriately.
This then is the implication of the Midrash: Avraham was only
saved from the fiery furnace in the merit of Yaakow.

Following this line of reasoning, let us now interpret Yaakov’s
response to Eisav’s inquiry: “The children whom G-d has
graciously given your servant.” We will rely on a passuk in
the Navi (Yeshayah 29, 22): nR 1178 qwR 3pp° nva YR i1 nR 115 199"
12972 97 FwYR 1T IINND 95,111 1A NP K91 2P wia any KY oaaR
Iy URAW AR NNT APy W NN wrpm aw wrtp Therefore,
thus said Hashem to the house of Yaakov, who redeemed
Avraham: Yaakov will not be ashamed now, and his face will
not pale now, when he sees his children, My handiwork in
their midst, who will sanctify My name, they will sanctify
the Holy One of Yaakov and revere the G-d of Yisrael.

It appears that we can explain this passuk in keeping with
our current discussion. As explained, HKB”"H saved Avraham
When Yaakov
permitted himselfto marry two sisters by converting them first,
he ruled that the Avos had the status of Yisrael. Nevertheless,
his antagonist, Eisav, could justifiably argue: Who says that

from the furnace in the merit of Yaakow.

Yaakov’s ruling was correct? Therefore, HKB”H provided proof

1o
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that Yaakov’s ruling was correct from the fact that all of his
children were tzaddikim. For, as we learned from the Gemara
above, a man who marries a woman who is not suitable or

proper will not have proper, upright offspring.

This then is the message of the passuk: “Therefore, thus
said Hashem to the house of Yaakov, who redeemed
Avraham.” Avraham was only saved from the burning furnace
in the merit of Yaakov, who ruled that Avraham had acted in
accordance with halachah, because he had the status of a
Yisrael. Therefore, HKB”"H added the following: “Yaakov will
not be ashamed now, and his face will not pale now” for
having determined that it was permissible to marry the two
sisters after their conversions. “When he sees his children,
My handiwork in their midst, who will sanctify My name,
they will sanctify the Holy One of Yaakov and revere the
G-d of Yisrael”—the fact that he merited having proper,
upright descendants proves that his marriages were proper
and in agreement with the halachah.

We can now shed some light on the dialogue that ensued
between Eisav and Yaakov: “He (Eisav) looked up and saw the
women and children, and he said, ‘Who are these to you?””
Eisav was asking Yaakov: How did you marry two sisters,
something that would ultimately be prohibited by Torah-law?
Furthermore, if you claim that you determined that you have
the status of a Yisrael and that you were permitted to convert
them, who says that your rendering of the halachah is accurate?
To which Yaakov replied: “The children whom G-d has
graciously given your servant.” The fact that HKB"H favored
me with righteous, upright children proves that I was justified

in marrying these women, and that they are suitable wives.

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of HNw» %33 1°m8

Family Madeb for the
Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg nior5
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #7 - Tehillim and Shabbos - Turn Thursday Into Shabbos
By David Gurwitz

We continue our exploration of Tehillim and Shabbos. While it might seem surprising, there are
some striking connections between Rosh Hashanah and Shabbos as seen through the lens of
Tehillim.

The entire year’s life events for the entire world are decreed on Rosh Hashanah. Rav Avrohom
Chaim Feuer explains the breadth of this: The letters of Rosh Hashanah can be re-arranged to
spell the words shoresh hana’‘ah, the source of enjoyment.

So, too, the bracha for each day of the upcoming week is directly tied to the prior Shabbos. We
say in Lecha Dodi that Shabbos is the source of bracha. Since we also count up the days of the
week in reference to Shabbos, we can actually stay connected to the prior Shabbos as well as
the upcoming Shabbos. As Rabbi Boruch Leff wrote here in the Yated a few months ago, the
different parts of our souls also enter and leave on different days of the week, three days before
and three days after Shabbos. Try adding that to the calculation of what hashpaah is inherent in
the power of each day.

In fact, to bring these two days - Shabbos and Rosh Hashanah - into an even greater connective
focus, it is quite fascinating that the gematria of Rosh Hashanah (861) equals the value of
Shabbos (702) koton (159). This suggests that Rosh Hashanah is a small version of Shabbos.

What kappitel of Tehillim connects these two days? Tehillim 81, which states, “Tiku bachodesh
shofar bakeseh leyom chageinu - Blow the shofar at the moon’s renewal, at the time appointed
for the day of our festivals.”

Since Rosh Hashanah is both the beginning of the month of Tishrei and the time of shofar
blowing, this is the kappitel associated with Rosh Hashanah. However, this kappitel is what we
also say on Thursday, yom chamishi, day five of the week leading up to Shabbos. Why?

Rashi explains in his commentary to Maseches Rosh Hashanah 31a that since Hashem made
birds and fish on this day, the variety of colors, tastes and shapes brings joy to the world and
desire to sing to Hashem.

What is the kesher to Shabbos?

First, on Shabbos, many people eat fish, chicken and meat, in that order, to reflect the posuk
stating their order in creation.
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Second, this kappitel for Thursday also prepares us for Shabbos two days later with a tremendous
hint to Shabbos: The remez is in the first letters of the words tiku bachodesh shofar. They are
sof, bais and shin, which spell Shabbos. Since shofar also means to beautify and tiku is cognate
to tikkun, or establish, we can view this as “prepare to beautify in a new way"” - perfect for
Shabbos!

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser recently told a large audience at the wonderful Thursday night “cholent
and kugel” lecture series at Rabbi Rottenberg’s shul in Monsey (contact me for info or go to
www.torahanytime.com to see the lectures) that there were many towns in pre-war Europe
where the entire town stayed up on Thursday nights learning in preparation for Shabbos.

By the way, this Thursday night series was inspired and begun by one Jew. He was inspired to
bring change into his life, and share other potentially life-changing words with others, after
hearing Rabbi Wallerstein suggest that we say the entire three paragraphs, rather than just the
first, of Shema - with its 248 words - at night during Krias Shema Al Hamitah. It is a protection
of the 248 limbs in the body. The gematria of Avrohom is also 248.

Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald of Manhattan’s Lincoln Square Synagogue popularized the “Turn Friday
Night into Shabbos” initiative that has positively affected Jews all over the world. Then there’s
the recent South Africa experience, which turned Friday night into Shabbos in Johannesburg for
many who had never experienced it before. Such is the power of one Jew to influence the world.

That is essentially what Rav Chaim Volozhiner teaches in his sefer Nefesh Hachaim. He explains
the power we have in our davening and in reciting brachos properly to influence levels in the
universe that are truly beyond our comprehension. I have the zechus to learn both Nefesh
Hachaim and Ruach Chaim - Rav Chaim’s commentary on Pirkei Avos - by phone with my oldest
son.

While on the subject of very deep ideas, the concept of ohr ain sof - the endless light - is also
appropriate to consider as we begin our approach to Chanukah. This piece is being written
predominantly on Rosh Chodesh Kislev. As we wrote in our year-long study of the months, Kislev
can be written as kis, pocket, and /ev, heart. May the avodah of this month bring great bracha
to our pockets and to our hearts.

Ohr ain sof also obviously connects to Shabbos, which, as we have mentioned before, is a
reflection of this special aspect of light. The gematria of Shabbos is 702, and the gematria of ohr
is the mirror image, 207. In addition, Hashem hid the original light of creation (and, thus, of
Rosh Hashanah) for the future use of tzaddikim. When we stare at the Shabbos licht as we say
“zeicher lemaaseh bereishis” at Kiddush at Friday night, we are hopefully bringing this hidden
light - and our desire to bring it out to the world - into greater focus.

With this hint in mind, let’s turn each Thursday into Shabbos, at least when we say Tehillim
kappitel 81. We, too, might want to consider the potentially life-changing and “enlightening”
effects of each Shabbos by thinking about how it is Shabbos koton - actually as big as, or bigger
than, Rosh Hashanah, every week.

To be continued...

David
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YAAKOV, NOT YISRAEL, BOWED TO AISAV

When encountering Aisav, Yaakov bowed seven times earthward until he reached his brother.

Chazal in the Medrash (Esther Rabba 7,8) write that Haman claimed against Mordechai why is he refusing to
bow down in front of him when his great grandfather Yaakov bowed down in front of Esav his great grandfather?
Mordechai answered that he is a descendant from Binyamin who did not bow down to Esav in this encounter
because he was not yet born. However, this really does not justify Mordechai's refusal to be down before Haman
since the bottom line is Binyamin was the son of Yaakov who did bow down before Aisav?

Hagaon Rav Leib Heiman ztl answers this question with a big yesod in understanding the difference between
Yaakov's two names Yaakov and Yisrael. Yaakov was his name during the period of fathering the eleven
Shevatim. It was only after his encounter with Aisav, was Yaakov given a new name Yisrael by Hashem. Bereishis
359 XYW MY NIX X' Y DY IR DR D ARyt TIV Y K2 X7, The higher calling of Yisrael symbolizes
Yaakov's tikkun of the chait of Aitz Hadaas of spiritual completion and perfection. This level was not granted to
him until this moment. With the encounter of Aisav, Yaakov was not yet granted this higher status. So in essence
it was Yaakov who bowed to Aisav and all the Shevatim except for Binyamin who was not yet born. Binyamin
was the only one born after Yaakov acquired the title name Yisrael (Bereishis 35,18).

This is what Mordechai told Haman. Even though Yaakov bowed down to your great grandfather Aisav,
nevertheless, Yisrael never bowed down to Aisav. | am from Binyamin whose father was Yisrael not Yaakov who
never bowed down to Aisav. | represent perfection and shelaimus. | cannot bow down to you.

Sometimes Am Yisrael carries the banner of the name Yaakov from the lashon of aikev which means heel. It is
when we don't realize our special dearness to Hashem that we allow ourselves to be stepped upon and
trampled, manipulated and bullied, by the fear mongering outside forces who surround us. Sometimes we carry
the banner of Yisrael which contains the letters of WX "7 our heads belong to Hashem. When we possess clarity
of vision and purpose we cannot be twisted or forced into subjugating our will for something we do not fully
believe in. The beacon of light that we must follow is the emes of Yisrael and that cannot be compromised.
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Yaakov became very frightened, and it distressed him. (32:8)

Chazal (Midrash Rabbah 75:13) expound on Yaakov Avinu’s
prayer to Hashem, a prayer that was generated by fear of Eisav.
Chazal say, V'raah es Eisav she’hu ba mei’rachok, “When Yaakov saw
Eisav coming from afar,” he immediately began praying more
passionately, until Hashem assured him that all would be well. He
would protect Yaakov. Apparently, the closer Eisav came to Yaakov
our Patriarch became more fearful, until he actually saw him from
afar, at which point he went all out in terms of the intensity of his
prayer. Yaakov’s fear of confrontation begs elucidation. It is not as if
Yaakov lacked the physical ability to challenge Eisav. Yaakov fought
with a Heavenly angel and emerged triumphant. Why was he afraid
of Eisav? Furthermore, it seems that he became especially fearful
when he saw Eisav from afar. What was it about the mei’rachok,
“from afar,” that inspired Yaakov with such fright?

The Maggid, zIl, m’Dubno, offers an explanation, employing
his signature parable to add pragmatism to the answer. A
community off the beaten path did not have a physician to respond
to the ailments which its members were experiencing. The only
medical professional in the area was the personal physician of the
community’s ruler. One day, the ruler decided to take a journey. His
private physician — who was always on call — went with him. Shortly
after the ruler left for his trip, a plague broke out in the community,
and, with no physician, the situation appeared hopeless. The ruler,
however, had a close friend, a wealthy businessman with whom he
had grown up. Whenever the ruler’s friend became ill, he would call
for the ruler’s private physician to provide medical care for him.
Concerned for the welfare of the community, the “friend” became
“ill” and called for the ruler’s physician to come post haste. The
doctor came, and, after a thorough examination, determined that he
had nothing to be concerned about. The man was well. The man
then asked the doctor that since he was here “anyway,” could he
treat the members of the community who had been stricken with
the plague. He did so and then returned to his vacation.

The members of the household (of the ruler’s friend) were
furious with their father. They knew that he was not ill. Why did he
make this ruse in order to have the doctor come to town during his
vacation? He explained that while he was not ill, the other members
of the community were dangerously ill and suffering. He knew that
the doctor would not come for them, so he made him come for him,
with the hope of convincing him to treat the other members of the
community.

This, explains the Maggid, was Yaakov’s intention when he
saw Eisav “from afar.” Mei’rachok does not apply to geographical
distance, but rather, to a time — in the distant future, when Eisav
would utilise his machinations to attack his descendants. Yaakov
prayed, “Hashem, | am not frightened for myself. | fear for my
descendants who will fall prey to Eisav.” We know that our battle
with the forces of Eisav/evil have not always been confrontational.
At times, they were as achi, “my brother,” when his descendants
embraced us as brothers. How many Jews assimilated and drank
from the baptismal font courtesy of Eisav’s minions? How many of
our people suffered at the cruel hands of Eisav's/Amalek’s
descendants throughout history? We have only to look back to

World War Il to recognise what Yaakov feared. Horav Michoel
Weismandel, zl, writes (Min Ha’Meitzer) concerning the Holocaust,
“Anyone who was sane should have gone out of his mind (from what
occurred to our people), and one who did not lose his mind was not
sane to begin with!” This is what Yaakov Avinu feared, this is why he
prayed to Hashem to protect us. He did not fear for himself; he
feared for us.

TYPEY ARWIT AT M
Then the remaining camp shall survive. (32:9)

Yaakov Avinu’s plan to save his family was based on a
three-pronged preparation: battle, prayer, tribute. On the surface,
these courses of action appear to be incongruent to one another,
with aggression and servility sending contradictory messages.
Obviously, prayer is first and foremost — and the only effective
means of success. Without Divine intervention, we have no hope for
success. Nonetheless, Yaakov took a practical approach to his
encounter, knowing full-well that Eisav was angry and that he felt his
anger was justified. Our Patriarch was, however, acutely aware that
practical solutions succeed only when it is the will of Hashem that
they succeed. He, therefore, knew that, without prayer, his practical
solutions were worthless.

Yaakov sent an impressive material tribute to Eisav, in the
hope of assuaging his anger. By doing this, Yaakov was conveying his
daas Torah, wisdom based upon the Torah, regarding how his
descendants should act when they confronted gentile rulers who
would not be sympathetic to them. Even, at times, when we feel our
cause is just and that bowing down seems obsequious, the Jew must
circumvent direct confrontation at all costs. Jewish life is sacrosanct
and takes precedence over everything. No one wants to denigrate
himself, especially to an enemy who is uncouth and evil, but, if that
is what it takes to save a life, to obviate a serious confrontation,
then, by all means, give him the “cheque” and “bow down” as you
give it. Our identity is neither based upon, nor established by, what
the gentiles think of us. It is only based upon Hashem’s opinion of
us.

Sforno teaches that Eisav’s change of heart occurred as a
result of Yaakov’s (perceived) submission. He adds that had the
trouble-makers who lived in the time of the Second Bais HaMikdash
acted likewise, the Bais HaMikdash would not have been destroyed!

The differing ideologies came into play once again during
the Holocaust years. The Orthodox Jewish rescue group lived by the
axiom of pikuach nefesh, the preservation of Jewish life, as the
highest priority. The secular Jewish groups were violently opposed to
our form of shtadlanus, intercession. While the Orthodox ignored
the gentile’s humiliation and anti-Semitic diatribe, the secular Jew
cringed and fought back. He could no longer psychologically tolerate
the second-class status to which we had been relegated throughout
the millennia. It is not as if it did not bother us. Certainly, it troubled
us to be treated as parasites — but life is more important. We were
not about to sacrifice our own lives to assuage our ego. The gentile
does not define us. A dog barks; a Nazi screams: What really is the
difference? The Russians, the Poles, the Germans: they are all the
same. If we can buy them off by bowing down, then so be it. What
they think of us is only an indication of their lack of intelligence. As
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long as we can serve Hashem and live in peace as observant Jews,
we really do not care what they think of us. If we can appease Eisav
by bowing down, if a cheque will do the trick and we can go back to
serving Hashem —then all we need is the address.
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Yaakov was left alone and a man fought with him until the break of
dawn... and he struck Yaakov's thigh... and Yaakov was limping.
(32:25,26,32)

The encounter between Yaakov Avinu and the mysterious
man is fraught with questions. First, how can the Torah say that our
Patriarch was left alone? A Jew is never alone. Hashem Yisborach is
always with us. Melo kol haaretz k’'vodo, “The entire world is filled
with His Glory.” Furthermore, Hashem promised Yaakov, V’Anochi
eheyeh imach, “1 will be with you.” Yaakov might have been distant
from human encounter, but he certainly was not alone. Second, in
the battle that ensued between Yaakov and the “ish”/angel of Eisav,
why did the angel choose specifically to strike Yaakov’s ability to
move, i.e. his gid ha’nashe, sciatic nerve? Third, was he not afraid to
attack Yaakov, the Bchir haAvos, chosen, elite of the Avos?
Apparently, the angel saw a weakness which encouraged him to
fight Yaakov. He saw a chink in Yaakov’s spiritual armour. What was
it? Last, we rarely find the Torah singling out a mitzvah with an
explanation, as it does with the prohibition against eating the gid
ha’nashe. Why is this mitzvah different?

The Avodas Hissashar, Horav Yissachar Dov Ber, 1z,
m’Velbroz, offers a novel approach to this encounter. He explains
that Yaakov was guilty of misused humility. He was too humble, to
the point that it (sort of) backfired. Humility is a positive trait as long
as it prevents a person from becoming arrogant and also infuses a
person with a sense of gratitude. Through the lens of humility, a
person comes to realise that: a) whatever success he has enjoyed is
a far cry from what is expected of him, b) he has a Benefactor —
Hashem, Who has provided him with all that he has. He must never
forget this. His life and all of his achievements are gifts to him — gifts
which he must always recognise and appreciate.

A truly humble person understands that it is all a gift. He
deserves nothing in his life. Thus, he is grateful for whatever he has.
Such healthy humility is a positive tool to circumvent arrogance,
pride, smugness and vanity. One, instead, rejoices with his lot and is
impelled to reiterate his thanks to Hashem.

Humility, however, can ricochet backwards, so that the
person feels so puny, insignificant to the point of worthlessness, that
he becomes depressed until he hits rock bottom — alone. When a
person feels that he is not part of anything, when he feels totally
alone — no one cares and worse, he does not care — he has misused
his humility. Such small-mindedness, such humility, is a detriment to
the person and all those around him. One who is alone loses hope.
One who has no hope defaults to depression. Such a person has no
life.

Yaakov Avinu declared, Katonti mikol ha’chassodim; “1 have
been diminished by all of the kindnesses” (lbid. 32:11). In his own
eyes, the Patriarch felt small as a result of all that Hashem had
bestowed upon him. He never thought of his own spiritual
achievements. A life of contention with Eisav; pursued by Elifaz and
stripped of his material assets; cheated by Lavan for twenty years. In
the end, he was the progenitor of an extraordinary family, and he
became materially wealthy. Yet, it meant very little to Yaakov, since
he measured himself against the barometer which his father and
grandfather established. Avraham was thrown into a fiery furnace.
Yitzchak stretched out his neck to be sacrificed. Thus, he calculated
that Hashem’s beneficence to him far outweighed his contribution.
He feared that he had received his reward in this world, that
Hashem might not want to maintain a future relationship with him.

He would “pay him off” and that would be the end. When such dark
thoughts course through one’s mind, he begins to feel alone. It was
only at that low point, when Yaakov felt so abandoned and dejected,
that Eisav’s angel now had the ability to strike. When Yaakov’s
thoughts catalyse a feeling of isolation, friendlessness and
abandonment, then Eisav and the forces of evil have the ability to
harm us.

This is why the angel failed. He thought that Yaakov had
truly given up hope. How wrong he was! Our Patriarch had never for
one moment relinquished his faith. He battled the negativity,
overcame it, and defeated the darkness — Eisav’s angel. The angel
struck Yaakov’s ability to move, because this was his goal: to prevent
Yaakov from progressing forward, from growing spiritually.

It was at this point that the light/sun of salvation burst
forward and shined brightly for Yaakov, that the Patriarch sensed
that he was limping. That small doubt generated by an overactive
humility cast a blemish on his faith — represented by the gid
ha’nashe. This is why we do not eat that gid, nerve. When we are
stationary/static, dwelling on past indiscretions and misdeeds, we
become prey to the depression, grief and sorrows of the past. They
pull us down and prevent us from surging forward. This is the most
dangerous time. When a soldier is injured on the battlefield, he must
not lay there — or else the enemy will finish him off. He must escape
and seek medical aid. We must not look back. We must always go
forward, pulling ourselves up on the line/rope of hope. The panacea
for depression is hope, which generates joy. The angel attempted to
immobilise Yaakov. He erred, because he did not know how deeply
rooted was Yaakov’s faith and how solid was his hope. That one
blemish generated darkness and a feeling of abandonment, over
which Yaakov quickly triumphed. Can we say that we are that
strong?

Veritably, humility and depression are polar opposites, but
one error in humility can lead a person to fall into the abyss of
depression. Dejection is the result of an accumulation of failures,
disappointments and poor decisions. As a result, many of a person’s
wants and needs are not realised. One who is truly humble believes
that he has never deserved that his goals achieve fruition; thus, he is
not depressed. Self-effacement in the presence of Hashem defines a
humble person. Such a person wants nothing, because he feels that
he is nothing.

Horav Shlomo Freifeld, zI, was a Rosh Yeshivah who made
students. He taught them who they were. In order to succeed in the
manner that he did, it was crucial for his talmid, student, to become
his passion. It was all about the student. To achieve such a
relationship requires immense love for the Torah and for the student
whom one is imbuing with Torah. It is impossible to acquire this
uncanny ability, however, unless one is himself the paragon of
humility. | think this is why Moshe Rabbeinu, the quintessential
Rebbe of Klal Yisrael, was accorded the appellation, anav mi’kol
adam, humblest of men. The two go together. | cite two vignettes
concerning Rav Freifeld (taken from Reb Shlomo, by Rabbi Yisroel
Besser).

A student in the Yeshivah succumbed to a difficult moral
challenge, causing great shame to himself, the yeshivah and its Rosh
Yeshivah and mentor. No one — including the student — questioned
that this student would be asked to leave.

The student was sitting in the bais hamedrash waiting for
his verdict, when he was summoned to the Rosh Yeshivah’s office.
Everyone watched, certain of the outcome. The student himself,
although expecting the worst, walked stoically to the office. He was
prepared for a confrontation.

A few minutes later, he emerged from the office, white and
visibly shaken. He was clearly humbled.
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He told his chavrusa, study partner, that he had entered
the room ready for an argument. He knew he had committed a grave
error, but still...

Rav Freifeld stood up from his seat, walked across the desk,
stood right in front of the student and, in a broken voice, said, “l am
sorry that | could not inspire you to be bigger.”

No battle, no confrontation, no argument. The student
remarked, “I had no defense against his awesome humility. He broke
me.”

The Rosh Yeshivah had no question that the student had
acted egregiously, but he took the blame. This way, he had hope that
one day the student would come around.

Rav Freifeld taught his talmidim that the ability to
introspect and see the failures in oneself is a sign of greatness. He
recalled, “A fellow used to eat at our home. When he ate his soup,
he made unusual, offensive noises. The Rosh Yeshivah had no
alternative but to inform the young man about his noises. He called
him aside and said, “We must have a culinary discussion.”

When he concluded the conversation, the young man’s
immediate response was, “Do you really mean that | offend people
when | eat soup? | cannot believe that.”

The Rosh Yeshivah summed it up, “Excuse me, but |
embarrass myself to tell you the story, because, when | heard his
reaction, | was shocked. Such an intelligent and talented young man
had no clue concerning his offensive behaviour. | said to myself,
‘How many things are there concerning myself to which | am
oblivious?’ It was a frightening experience. We all have trouble
seeing ourselves properly (objectively).” This, | feel, is the epitome
of humility.

WY 32 19O9RY WALID N0 panm
And Timna was a concubine for Elifaz, the son of Eisav. (36:12)

Timna did not have an easy time carrying out her request
to join the family of Avraham Avinu. Chazal teach that Timna, sister
of Lotan, daughter of Seir, aluf of Eisav, king of the Chorim, was a
princess who had it all — luxury, honour, material satisfaction. Yet,
she rejected her pagan upbringing, choosing instead the G-d of
Avraham. They (the descendants of Avraham) refused to accept her,
due to her Canaanite lineage. The bloodlines are very important to
us, and Canaan just was not a nation to which we wanted to attach
ourselves. (They certainly saw negative traits in her, or felt that her
motives for converting were questionable.) Timna approached
Yaakov Avinu with her request for conversion. The Patriarch said that
he could not do it. She thought that one of the Shevatim, Tribes,
would acquiesce to her request. They adhered to their father’s
ruling: the answer was no.

Out of desperation, Timna approached Eisav. (This, in and
of itself, is indicative of her misguided motives. One does not join
with Eisav under any circumstances. His relationship with the
Patriarchal family was biologic. One does not attach himself to evil
incarnate, regardless of his pedigree.) Eisav was not interested,
claiming that he already had three wives. A fourth wife was not an
idea that he was prepared to entertain. Her next encounter was with
Elifaz, Eisav’s son, his “pride and joy,” with whom she pleaded that
he accept her as a wife. He agreed to take her as a pilegesh,
concubine — not as a wife. She became quite frustrated and
embittered after being scorned by so many members of the
Abrahamic family; nonetheless, she agreed. The product of the
union between Elifaz and Timna, his concubine, was none other than
the archenemy of the Jewish People: Amalek.

Two parents who were without clear spiritual direction.
Elifaz was the son of Eisav, but a student of Yaakov. Timna, a princess
who had it all, was willing to reject it for a connection with
Avraham’s family, who, when she could not realise her objective,
settled to become Elifaz’s concubine. Two parents who were
spiritually disjointed imparted their befuddled mindset to their son.

Is it any wonder that he ended up feeling so loathsome towards
what he thought was the source of his parents’ irrational frustration
with religion?

Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, posits that Amalek grew up in a
home where he sensed, and was witness to, his mother’s
frustration. He was well-aware of the sham of idol worship. He
understood that the stones they called deity were powerless.
Nonetheless, despite the fact that he knew that Hashem was the
true Creator, he was prepared to go to battle with the Almighty’s will
and use His People as the scapegoat — all to avenge his mother’s
frustrations and helplessness. Chazal characterise him as a rasha,
wicked person, “who knows the greatness and Omnipotence of
Hashem, and, in spite of that, deliberately goes against His will.” As a
result of this detestable behaviour (which was rooted in the anger
he had over his mother’s rejection and ensuing frustration), Amalek
went down in history as the only nation whose memory we are
commanded to eradicate.

Many entities have sinned against Hashem, such as the
moon that complained that it and the sun could not give light
equally. Hashem diminished the moon’s light. The earth
swallowed/absorbed Hevel's blood and did not heed Hashem’s
command to give forth (trees with) bark that tasted like its fruit. In
the future, however, Hashem would forgive the moon and the earth.

The nachash, serpent, violated Hashem’s command and
convinced Chavah to eat of the fruit of the Eitz HaDaas, Tree of
Knowledge. He lost his feet and must now slither as atonement for
his sin. The Maharsha explains that the nachash was not absolved of
its sin (as were the moon and the earth), because the nachash knew
Hashem’s plan and went against it. The nachash was to be
subservient to Adam and Chavah. He would provide the
physical/material endeavours, i.e., food and nourishment, while they
would be free to live on a spiritual plane. The nachash reneged. He,
too, wanted to live a spiritual life. Why should he be a “slave” to
Adam and Chavah? He took the approach that was later negatively
perpetrated by Amalek: “knowing the will of Hashem and
deliberately violating His plan.” For such action, there can be no
forgiveness. Thus, the nachash will continue slithering forever, and
Amalek will live with his self-loathing, and they and others like them,
who know and are cognisant of Hashem’s will, will never achieve
Heavenly absolution. Their sin connotes the greatest degree of
chutzpah, for which there can be no leniency.

Va’ani Tefillah

NAR2 DITHT AR DR 19720 R
v’Hallelu v’y’vorchu es Shimcha HaGadol b’emes.
And praise Your Name sincerely.

B’emes means with truth/truthfully. Is this not obvious?
Who will praise Hashem falsely? We must say that to praise Hashem
truthfully is to acknowledge that despite everything which appears
to be painful/bad, we cannot ignore the fact that we also experience
good. For example, if we were to ask someone, “How are things?
How is life?” “Well — considering the alternative — life is great.”
Everyone experiences “bad” in his life — and some good. Rare is he
whose life is filled with nothing but pain, misery, troubles. The mere
fact that he is alive to talk about it is a tribute to the “good.”

In other words, we all have some good in our lives.
Furthermore, we recognise that whatever we experience is
bestowed upon us by Hashem, Who is and does only good. We just
do not always see it. Therefore, we must be honest with ourselves
and praise Hashem truthfully for the good that we are fortunate to
experience.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info |
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32:4 “1moY nX'M apy' nhw
DTY 1'WY QXX LI'NK I'WY X
oITx’

“And Yaakov sent angels
ahead of him to Eisav his brother to the land
of Seir, the field of Edom.” There is a
Machlokes as to whether these messengers
that Yaakov sent to Eisav were actual
Malachim, or human beings. Why would
Yaakov send actual Malachim?

There is a Machlokes in the Medrash
as to whether these “DwXMm” were actual
angels or people. Certainly, according to the
P’shat of the Posuk, Yaakov sent human
beings as messengers, as the Ibn Ezra says -
Yaakov sent the “Malachim” to see if Eisav
was considering war with Yaakov, so that he
would be prepared for Eisav. There are times
where we see that Chazal want to reveal to us
that a certain person was on a high Madreiga
of Ruchniyos, and are therefore Zoche at times
to meet Malachim. However, regarding
Yaakov, there would have been no need for
Chazal to tell us that Yaakov met Malachim,
for we know it directly from the Pesukim, as
the Torah tells us of Yaakov seeing the
Malachim going down and up the ladder. If so,
what are Chazal teaching us, by telling us that
it was Malachim? The Medrash tells us (see
above Bereishis Rabbah 75:3) that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu told Yaakov that he reawakened
Eisav’s hatred for him by sending messengers
to him. What was Yaakov thinking when he
sent the Malachim to Eisav? The Malbim
explains that Yitzchok’s intention was to give
the Brochos to Eisav because he wanted there
to be a partnership between Yaakov and
Eisav, the same way that there was a
partnership between Yisochor and Zevulun.
Yaakov was to spend all of his time in Avodas
Hashem, while Eisav was to support Yaakov
to ensure that he could focus on his Avodas
Hashem. Yaakov did not send messengers to
Eisav to see if he intended to go to battle
against him. Rather Yaakov thought that
perhaps the time had come for what Yitzchok
believed was supposed to occur, that Eisav and
Yaakov would be partners in matters of Olam
Hazeh and Olam Habah. Had Yaakov sent
messengers of flesh and blood, it may have
appeared to them that Eisav was gearing up
for battle. But Yaakov wanted to know what
was really in Eisav’s heart, whether he was
potentially prepared to make a deal with
Yaakov and fulfill his Tafkid. Yaakov sent
Malachim so that they could ascertain what
was really in his heart, and perhaps now, or
sometime in the near future, they would be
partners. This is the reason that some explain
that it was Malachim that Yaakov sent, for
there would have been no good reason to send
humans, and he needed Malachim for this
mission. Qpy'? Nnx)

The Zohar Hakodesh says that the
Brochos that Yitzchok gave Yaakov were
Brochos for Le’asid Lavo. The Brochos that
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Angels or People?

Yitzchok gave Yaakov when he went to
Charan, those were Brochos for when Klal
Yisroel were in Golus. Yaakov sent a message
to Eisav that the Brochos of Yitzchok that
Eisav thought Yaakov stole from him were
Brochos of Le’asid Lavo, by sending Malachim
from Eretz Yisroel who were only allowed to
enter Chutz La’aretz because Le’asid Lavo, it
would be included in the Kedusha of Eretz
Yisroel. Yaakov was telling Eisav that being
that he did not believe in the coming of
Moshiach, and Le’asid Lavo, there was no
reason for him to have hatred, for the Brochos
were of no value as far as he was concerned.
Of course, Yaakov had complete Emunah in
the coming of Moshiach, and therefore to him
the Brochos of Yitzchok had great value.
(xt9van X" nn)

There is a rule that when one has
benefit from a miracle, it detracts his
Zechuyos. Why would Yaakov send actual
Malachim, which would then presumably
minimize his Zechuyos? According to the
P’shat that the messengers were human, why
did the Torah use the word, “Malachim?” In
truth, there is no greater miracle than nature
as we know it. In truth, everything in nature
is really a great miracle from Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. If one sees a miracle occur, and
believes that to be Hakodosh Boruch Hu, more
than nature, it is really a low level of Emunah.
Everything that occurs in this world is all with
the Yad Hashem, just that there are many
actions which He cloaks under the veil of
nature. There was a complaint against
Chizkiyah that he did not sing Shira to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu for the miracle that
occurred on his behalf and saved him. The
Gemara in Sanhedrin says that the land said
Shira, and the Kitrug, the complaint, against
Chizkiyah was absolved. If Chizkiyah did not
himself sing Shira, how did the complaint go
away? Chizkiyah did not sing Shira
specifically regarding the miracle, for he was
not more impressed by the miracle than by any
and every act of nature. Chizkiyah knew that
at all times, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is making
everything run, and He can do anything He
chooses to. Had Chizkiyah sang Shira, it
would have minimized this Emunah, for it
would show that he thinks the miracle was
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but all of the wondrous
acts of nature are not. The “land” sang Shira,
the land representing the nature of this world,
meaning that the land sang Shira all the time,
for the natural order is all wondrous acts of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The complaint went
away from Chizkiyah when the land sang
Shira, for it was meant to demonstrate that
Chizkiyah did not sing Shira for he saw nature
as miracles as well, and therefore it would be
inappropriate for him to sing Shira on a
miracle out of the realm of nature, for that
would minimize the greatness and wonders of
nature. What we call nature and miracles are
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really all the same, but to a person who is not
a Shaleim, a complete person, he sees the
miracle as more wondrous, and it is there
where he clearly sees the Yad Hashem, but in
nature he doesn’t. To the person who is not a
Shaleim, being that he does not recognize
nature as wondrous acts from Hashem, and he
sees that a miracle is something special being
done for him, then when it is done for him, it
detracts from his Zechuyos. However, to the
person who is a Shaleim, and he does not see a
miracle as an extraordinary act of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, rather to him he recognizes that it
is from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, just like nature,
then for him it does not detract from his
Zechuyos. Ta’anis 25a — Rebbe Chanina Ben
Dosa said, “p'771 ynin7 X' 77711 Yl MNw n”
—“He Who tells the oil and it will burn, He will
tell the vinegar, and it will burn.” Rebbe
Chanina Ben Dosa was telling us that to him,
oil burning and vinegar burning are the same,
and therefore he was Zoche to have miracles
occur for him all the time. Yet they did not
detract from his Zechuyos, for he was an Odom
Shaleim. This was the case here with Yaakov
Avinu. Those who say that Yaakov sent actual
angels, he did so for he was an Odom Shaleim,
and nature and miracles were all the same to
him. Those who say that Yaakov sent
humans, the Posuk uses the word, “nx'm” —
to tell us of the greatness of Yaakov Avinu, and
to him, Malachim and humans, miracles and
nature, were all the same. (nwn wAT)

Yaakov was showing Eisav that
Gashmiyos didn’t matter to him. Yaakov
understood that everything he had was from
Hashem. The same Hashem who could make
oil burn, could make vinegar burn. If Eisav
still had hard feelings against Yaakov for his
receiving the Brochos, Yaakov wanted to let
Eisav know that he did not seek matters of
Gashmiyos. If one can live on a plane of
understanding that nature is Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, that person also recognizes what
the purpose in this world is. It is about matters
of Ruchniyos and not Gashmiyos. Yaakov sent
actual Malachim to let Eisav know that he did
not really care about Gashmiyos and only
cared about Ruchniyos. Yaakov did so in the
hopes of his father’s intentions of giving Eisav
the Brochos would be fulfilled. That there
would be a partnership between Yaakov and
Eisav, where Yaakov was all Ruchniyos and
Eisav was Gashmiyos, and took care of the
needs of Yaakov, so that Yaakov could remain
completely Ruchniyos. Unfortunately, Eisav
was not prepared to do so, and Klal Yisroel
need to earn their Gashmiyos on their own.
While Klal Yisroel need to be concerned about
the Gashmiyos, for Eisav is not keeping his
part of the deal, we must always remember
what the Tkar is and what the Tafel is — Torah
and Ruchniyos are really all that matter, and
Gashmiyos is meant to be a way to achieve
that Ruchniyos.
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Now Vou Kyow!
When he went back to get some small
items he'd left behind while moving
his family, Yaakov was accosted by an
angel. It was the Sar shel Esav, the
angel who corresponds with the
nation of Esav of the physical world.

The Torah tells us that Yaakov was
left alone (something his children
should not have allowed) and “a man
wrestled with him until morning.”

Then, as dawn was breaking, the
angel hit Yaakov in the thigh, making
him lame, but he was still unable to
break free until Yaakov released him.

It is interesting that the Torah glosses
over the events of the night in a few
words. “They fought the whole night.”
Not very dramatic is it? There was
literally no “blow-by-blow” report.

That's because the moment-to-
moment status of the fight is
unimportant. What counts is where
the fighters stand when the bell rings,
the lights come up, and the match is
over.

Each of us faces the same opponent
as Yaakov, though he has different
faces and names. Sometimes we'll
beat him back, and sometimes he’ll
knock us down. But if we get back up
and keep fighting as long as we need
to, that’s the story the Torah wants to
have told.

Hopefully, at the end, we will remain,
standing victorious, and Hashem will
testify that we fought the good fight.

Thought of the week:
If it's important to you,
you'll find a way. If not,

you'll find an excuse.

RAMAPOSE
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“And he lodged there that night and he took from what he had in hand a gift for
Esav, his brother.” (Gen. 32:14)
These few words have so much meaning and implication. Since the deeds of the
Patriarchs are the blueprints for the lives of their descendants, us, it behooves us to
take note of even the smallest details.

Yaakov was trying to find favor in Esav’s eyes, so he sent a gift. The Torah tells us that
he took from what he had on hand. Would we imagine he sent Esav something he
didn’t have? What is the simple understanding here?

Rashi offers three explanations. 1. It was in his possession. 2. There is a Midrash
which says it was diamonds and pearls which one binds in a pouch and holds in his
hand, (as he doesn’t trust it anywhere else due to its value.) 3. Yaakov gave things
which were “chulin,” meaning mundane, since Yaakov had previously tithed them as
he’d promised Hashem he would do if he were to return home safely.

When Rashi says that it was in Yaakov’s possession, presumably, this means he didn’t
go out to acquire something else to give Esav. Rather, he felt that if a gift was going to
work, it would have already been given to him by Hashem, Who always sends the cure
before the illness. This leads us into the second answer, regarding the gems.

When the Mishkan was built, the Nesi'im, the tribal princes, provided onyx stones.
From where did they get them? Chazal say these precious stones fell with the Manna
from Heaven at the homes of the princes. They understood that they were given to
them for a purpose, and that use was revealed later when the Mishkan was to be built.

Just as they understood they got these things for a reason, Yaakov knew that what he
had was given to him for a reason, and it would be appropriate for the gift to Esav. He
did not have to go out and look for something better.

However, Yaakov also had to take one more step to refine the gift. Yes, Hashem gave
him what he needed, but when we are given things, they are not just for our use.
Rather, our job is to elevate the world around us, and that includes our possessions.
The way Yaakov rectified his animals and money was by taking Maaser, tithing them,
as he accepted upon himself to do.

Now, after that was done, the gifts he sent were ready to be used by Yaakov, much as
one makes a blessing on food before he eats it. Failure to do so is considered ‘theft’
from Hashem because a person has no right to it yet.

What we learn from Yaakov’s gift is that in life, we are given the tools we need to get
the job done, but we are bound to fulfill our mission with those tools. That is the way we
will be guaranteed Hashem’s protection and blessing in all that we do.

Naftali is a printer. A woman whose wedding invitation he had printed years ago called him

to print for an event she was running for an organization that facilitates kidney transplants.
He attended the event as her guest and was amazed. He decided to donate a kidney.

A number of people tried to dissuade him. “What if your child needs a kidney in the future?”
one asked. Without batting an eye, Naftali responded, “Hashem orchestrated events so
that I got to this point. If He’s preparing me to do this, why would | worry about that?”
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\ - ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
“ 5 i 0w 810 T80 CAR SERVICE
= Years

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogoodd@gmail.com ; ;

Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins, ! iy OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE & T . 3
o WILLS & TRUSTS © TAX PLANNING

Contact us for your dream i : © ELDER LAW © MEDICAID PLANNING

custom closet 5 ixed Rates © PROBATE o ESTATE PLANNING
; © TRUST ADMINISTRATION 0 SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

© HALACHIC WILLS o ASSET PROTECTION

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates
Emanuel Haas, ksq.  Ari J. Zaltz, sq

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

: Q
‘ Reseve onine | Haas & Zaltz, LLp
GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT s 4 www.RocklandTransfers.com 845.425.3900
4 Call r,-’Te}(']‘ INFO®HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
TITLE AGENCY 365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952
\ i (845) 288-8838

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Sshop several companies to find..
t coverage and the right pnce

se Men, msurance Serwces
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i/ N\ ARCHITECTURE o ( CHEVRA L'BITACHON
OF ROCKLAND COUNTY
TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337 @ 200 East Eckerson Road
0 914.522.6793 Suite 230 E Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
= todd@adaparch.com New City, NY 10956 organization which trains and manages

members of the community to become guards i
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A ; for their own shuls and mosdos as well as bookings@djkaej.com
other security related resources.

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

Free|
Estimate .
Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD | 845-354-0018
J 845.517.0300 '

POMONA

FIRSTICLA®? | ENTERPRISES CORP.

Custom Home Builders
R specimhes o0gmaleom J U N B YZ www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
u WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM
LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185 J
PRESERVATION

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs 77 l UNLIMITEDISRAEI_:
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MANAGED HEALTH w: www.omnimh.com

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE
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To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com



FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.
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CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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