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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Chag HaSuccos 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Magnificent Journey from Rosh HaShanah to Shemini Atzeres

22 Days to Rectify the Damage to the 22 Letters of the Torah

In honor of the auspiciously approaching festival of Succos,
it is fitting that we explore a contradiction concerning the
relationship between Chag HaSuccos and Shemini Atzeres. On
the one hand, it seems that they are two distinct and unrelated
festivals. After all, the passuk explicitly describes Succos as a
seven-day festival (Vayikra 23, 42): "m® nyaw 12wn nis1wa"—you
shall dwell in Succos for seven days. Similarly, another passuk
states (Bamidbar 29, 12): wmip xapn *yrawn wiry or awy nwnanar
"Ry nyaw 'Y ar omam wyn KY 171y nskbn s osh mm—on the
fifteenth day of the seventh month, there shall be a holy
convocation for you; you shall do no work of labor; you shall
celebrate a festival to Hashem for a seven-day period.

After enumerating the korbanos associated with the seven
days of the festival, we find the following passuk (ibid. 35):
MWK 7YY aNaaEm YR KY ay norYn Yo 0ok mnn nagy srnwt ora”
"R SR RR 18 'y mine mm—on the eighth day, it shall be an
“Atzeres” for you; you shall not do any work of labor. You
shall offer an “olah,” a fire-offering, a satisfying aroma to
Hashem—one bull, one ram...” This passuk suggests that the
eighth day, Shemini Atzeres, is a completely, separate festival.
The fact that there is no mitzvah to sit in the succah on Shemini
Atzeres corroborates this conclusion. Furthermore, in the
kiddush recited on the night of Shemini Atzeres, we include a
separate berachah of "a»nmw”; in other words, we do not rely on
the ™a»mw” berachah recited on the first night of Chag HaSuccos.
Finally, the Gemara states explicitly (R.H. 4b): »182 %21 naxy »»aw”
"ney—Shemini Atzeres is a festival unto itself.

On the other hand, however, we cannot ignore the obvious
connection between Shemini Atzeres and Chag HaSuccos. The
Torah specifically refers to this special day as follows: “On the
eighth day, it shall be an ‘Atzeres’ for you”—indicating that it
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is the eighth day of the festival of Succos. This is also evident
from Rashi’s commentary (Bamidbar 23, 36): “One bull, one
ram”: These correspond to Yisrael (who are one, separate
nation in the land, unique to HKB”H). The Omnipresent
continued, “Linger for Me a bit more.” This is an expression
of endearment, like children who take leave of their father,
and he says to them, “Your departure is difficult for me.
Linger one more day.” Here, Shemini Atzeres is depicted as the
conclusion and completion of Chag HaSuccos. Thus, it behooves
us to explore the relationship between these two independent
yet connected entities. Additionally, it is somewhat difficult to
comprehend HKB”H’s request: “Your departure is difficult for
me. Linger one more day.” How does this one additional day
make it any easier for HKB”H to part from Yisrael?

Shemini Atzeres Corresponds to Yaakov Avinu
the Guest of Honor at the Simchah

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
It states that Shemini
Atzeres corresponds to Yaakov Avinu: On that day, Yaakov is
the guest of honor at the simchah; all the other “Ushpizin”
(special guests) rejoice with him. Ofthis, itis written (Devarim
33, 29): “Fortunate are you, Yisrael. Who is comparable to
you?” Itis also written (Yeshayah 49, 3): “He said to me, ‘You

at teaching from the Zohar hakadosh.

are My servant, Yisrael, in whom I take glory.”

Simply understood, this is merely an extension of the Zohar’s
explanation regarding the passuk (Vayikra 23, 42): “You shall
dwell in Succos for seven days.” During the seven days of the
festival, we invite the seven Ushpizin to join us in the succah:
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef and
David. On Shemini Atzeres, however, HKB”H sits alone with
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Yaakov Avinu, His guest of honor, and the other Ushpizin rejoice
with him. This is in contrast to the seven days of Chag HaSuccos
when HKB”H sits together with all seven Ushpizin.

Clearly, this requires further clarification. What is the
significance of HKB”H sitting alone with Yaakov Avinu on Shemini
Atzeres? Why does he have the status of “guest of honor of the
simchah” more so than any of the other holy Avos? Additionally,
it is worth noting that elsewhere (Tzav 32a) the Zohar hakadosh
states that HKB”H sits alone with Yisrael on Shemini Atzeres; and
on that day, every individual Jew can request whatever he wants
for the entire year, and HKB”H will grant his request. So, what is
the unique power of Shemini Atzeres that enables us to obtain
anything we want from HKB”H?

22 Days Corresponding
to the 22 Letters of the Torah

I had awonderfulidea! I would like to suggest an explanation
based on an illuminating teaching from the great author of the
Tzemach Tzedek, zy”a, in Ohr HaTorah (Shir HaShirim). He
addresses the passuk (Shir HaShirim 1, 4): 212 qoanx saown”
793 Arawan o 1vn gvnn anan—draw me, we will run after
you; the king brought me to his chambers. We will rejoice
and be glad in you. The Midrash Rabbah expounds (ibid. 1,
31): ".73°9m,20wy 973 ,071w 0772 ,17102 1 nansw nniRa"s3 13" The
passuk employs the term 3" -- “in you”—which contains the
letters “bet” (gematria 2) and “chaf” (gematria 20), alluding
to the 22 letters used to write the Torah. Thus, the passuk is
saying that we will rejoice in the 22 letters of the Torah.

The Tzemach Tzedek interprets the passuk as follows: The
people of Yisrael pray to HKB”H to draw us near to him during
the 22 holy days from Rosh HaShanah to Shemini Atzeres. On
Shemini Atzeres: "va7n T9nn sazean”—HKB”H sits alone with
Yisrael in His chambers; "3 nmmwa1 na1"—and we rejoice with
Him on Simchas Torah/Shemini Atzeres to accomplish the
wonderful tikun of the 22 (»12”) letters of the Torah.

It is with great pleasure that we now combine the words
of the Tzemach Tzedek with the words of the Maor Einayim
(Emor). There, he explains in his own sacred way why we
celebrate Simchas Torah on Shemini Atzeres:

oW R oW yTian ,TIna P 1 SRAwe nimaws ophn Yo vy
213 ST IR WA 1PYn o K1 719 87120 1A 1PRNRnaT,1910a NN
W ,7In YR YR R Yo e phmn aw ov11asn 01t vt Wi 1pon
RN K1, NID10M A 2271857 217 MR 19 DY ,Inn DR Dy navns wRow
0718571 01 B Y 11N 0 By DRAwe By 1anT e Rnnnnt
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1AW AR 1INY Y K1Y IN arme’ an e pnns 01 Rapn
2w TR 55 95,713 1TIRNI YRAW 1w A vpYn Yo 13apn s 1oyt
Yow amann 19 YY1.annwa WY oYY T1InnY 0yt Sw tam pipn s by
,19 B2 APAMTNE RS Y IR NANIY AT AnRY 0193 1IN Y1 SR
LINTIND INRYI WA DWRY 19IRAY 1aW POR PUMT IR U paaphw
SN NTAWE WA 1801R5 11INY NPRIN 812770 W TS

Every part of every Jewish neshamah has its roots in the
Torah. As we know, every individual has a letter in the Torah. If
he moves away from the blessed Creator, his connection with his
root in the Torah ceases. Through the tikun of Rosh HaShanah
and Yom Kippur, however, every Jew is able to reconnect with his
portion in the Torah. It is as if he is then being called up to the
Torah. Therefore, Chag HaSuccos follows Yom Kippur. It is the
covering of emunah, the chuppabh; it is able to protect and shelter
Yisrael thanks to the tikun they achieved on Yom Kippur.

For this reason, the last day of the festival is called Simchas
Torah. For, all the portions of the roots of the neshamos of
Yisrael returned, ascended, drew near and united in her. Every
individual returned to the Torah—the root of his neshamah—
by means of the tikun afforded by the festivals. Therefore, the
minhag is for every Jew to be called up to the Torah on Simchas
Torah. For, in truth, they are also rising to the Torah spiritually,
since they are bringing the root of their neshamah and the
divine portion within them nearer to the Torah. As we know,
there are 600,000 letters in the Torah, equivalent to the number
of roots of the neshamos of Yisrael.

Based on what we have learned, it is clear that the teachings
of the Maor Einayim and Tzemach Tzedek complement each
other beautifully. They teach us that during the 22 days from
Rosh HaShanah to Shemini Atzeres, we are obliged to correct
the damage we caused throughout the past year, chas v’shalom,
to the 22 letters of the Torah. Therefore, on Shemini Atzeres,
after we have finished rectifying all 22 letters, we rejoice with
the Torah—and every Jew is called up to the Torah.

x"¥" Is an Acronym for 79K nv'x apy’ X"

Following this exalted path, we will proceed to explain the
connection between Shemini Atzeres and Yaakov Avinu, the
guest of honor of the simchah. We will refer to the passuk in
parshas Vayeitzei, when Yaakov fled from the wicked Eisav,
who wished to kill him (Bereishis 28, 10): pyaw axan apy» xe»”
"mn 1vm—and Yaakov departed from Be’er Sheva and
went to Charan. The Imrei Noam (13) writes in the name of
the Megaleh Amukos that the word &”g» is an acronym for &7
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8’k nave apy*—Yaakov saw the shape of an “aleph.” We will
endeavor to explain the significance of the “aleph” that Yaakov
saw when he departed Be’er Sheva on his way to Charan.

It appears that we can explain the matter based on that
which is written in parshas Vayishlach. When Yaakov went
to appease Eisay, it says (ibid. 32, 7): apy» X maaxban 12w
"y WON INRA YR AR 9517 Da1 1wy YR R YR 13 anky—the
malachim returned to Yaakov saying, “We came to your
brother, to Eisav; moreover, he is heading toward you, and
The Megaleh Amukos
teaches us that the 400 men accompanying Eisav harasha
allude to the 400 forces of tumah that Eisav brought with him
to combas Yaakow.

four hundred men are with him.”

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, I would like
to explain the matter of the 400 forces of tumah. The Toldos
Yaakov Yosef (Bereishis) presents a fascinating concept in the
name of his mentor and Rav, the holy Ba’al Shem Tov, zy”a.
As explained in general terms in the Midrashim and in more
specific terms in the Sefer Yetzirah, HKB”H created the world
with the 22 letters of the Torah.

The letter “aleph,” the first of the 22 letters of the aleph-beit,
represents the greatest degree of revelation in creation. After all,
the letter “aleph” alludes to the revelation of HKB”H, the one and
only true power in the world—"“Alupho shel Olam”—the “aleph”
of the world, so to speak, when He reveals Himself. The letter
“beit,” on the other hand, indicates that the primary force in the
world is concealed by two layers of disguise; the letter “gimel”
represents three layers of concealment. The further away a letter
is from the letter “aleph,” the greater the degree of concealment
it represents. Hence, the letter “tav,” the last letter of the aleph-
beit, the farthest away from the letter “aleph,” represents the
greatest degree of concealment in all of creation.

Accordingly, the holy Ba’al Shem Tov teaches us that in the
service of Hashem, even when confronted with the greatest level
of divine concealment—"hester panim”—associated with the
letter “tav,” even then, one must believe wholeheartedly that
the Alupho shel Olam—represented by the letter “aleph”—is
present there, alBeis heavily concealed. For, the letter “beis” is
two “alephs”; the letter “gimel” is three “alephs”; and so on and so
forth until the letter “tav,” which is 400 “alephs.” Yet, even in the
height of concealment of the letter “tav,” the Alupho shel Olam
is present; however, He is cloaked in 400 layers of concealment,
equivalent to the numerical value of the letter “tav.”

— - — = _—
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So, when a person begins to ascend step-by-step in his
emunah, he must go up from the letter “tav” to the letter “shin,”
and from the letter “shin” to the letter “reish,” and from the
letter “reish” to the letter “kuf.” In this manner, he ascends
from letter to letter until he reaches the greatest degree of
revelation in all of creation, the revelation of HKB”H associated
with the letter “aleph”—the recognition that the Alupho she
Olam is present in all situations—even in the most extreme
“hester panim” of the letter “tav.”

Let us add an important point. The Megaleh Amukos on
Vaeschanan (162) writes that the shape of the letter “aleph”--
'R—alludes to the name Havaya, since it is composed of the
three letters “yud,” “vav” and “yud.” There is a “yud” at the
upper right; a diagonal “vav” in the middle; and another “yud”
at the bottom left. The gematria of these three letters equals 26,
the numerical value of the name Havaya. Thus, when a person
ascends spiritually in his emunah from the greatest degree of
divine concealment—"hester panim”—signified by the letter
“tav”—to the ultimate revelation and absence of concealment
of the letter “aleph”—to adhere to the Alupho shel Olam, in
essence, he is mitigating the force of “din” with the midah of
“rachamim” associated with the name Havaya—alluded to by
the shape of the letter “aleph.”

The Emunah that HKB”H Is Present within Every
Level of Concealment Annuls All of the Dinim

We can now introduce an amazing insight from the great
Mahari of Komarna, zy”a, the author of Heichal HaBerachah, in
Leket Imrei Peninim. He writes in the name of the Ba’al Shem
Tov that if a person believes wholeheartedly that the Alupho
shel Olam is present within every level of concealment that it is
impossible for any ill (misfortune) to befall him. Here is what
he writes:

137 T YN TOaW ANk P QIRY ApUTia 05 LLNinh nynw”
1R *9P1a Y9 1719807 T, MmpYR nn ey Sw 1aToR K1 oY 1P a1 v
DA TTNORY M0N0 0N (M-KY 07137) Donayay bax .. non ban pam
DTN 1At 7o Bar , waty U IN1LL NN DY AP 1nn nown .. 1nont nR
SRS AR RUR P 01 1Y YN KT 187123 RYw mamana g1t

If a person is aware and believes wholeheartedly that even in
the most dismal circumstances—every movement and thought,
big or small—HKB"H is actually there but in hiding, then the
concealment no longer exists. For, with the awareness that the
Master of the Universe is indeed there with him, all evil and
adversity disappear and the divine light is revealed.

g
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At times, however, the awareness of His concealed presence
mustalsobe concealed, because the person turned to other gods.
Consequently, the person forgets that HKB”H is with him, he no
longer believes or trusts—he lacks “emunah” and “bitachon”--
and then he is punished. As long as a person embraces a total
emunah in his Creator, no misfortune will befall him; he will
only experience love and affection.

This exalted concept concerning the sacred process of rising
from the “hester panim” of the letter “tav” to the ultimate
revelation of the letter “aleph” is also discussed by the Maor
Einayim (Chayei Sarah), but with a wonderful addendum. We
learn in the Gemara (Shabbas 55a) that when judgment is being
rendered, HKB”H instructs the malach Gavriel: jrxgn by o199
Doywn Dw arsn b1, aban 2oRYn o wbwr XYw 1 e 1n nopre b
srban arbn a2 whwew 15,81 Yw v'n Go and inscribe on the
foreheads of tzaddikim a “tav” of ink, so that the malachim
of destruction will not prevail over them; and on the
foreheads of reshaim a “tav” of blood, so that the malachim
of destruction will prevail over them. The Gemara explains
that for the tzaddikim, the letter “tav” stands for mrm’n—you
will live; whereas, for the reshaim, the “tav” stands for nm'n—
you will die.

The Maor Einayim explains the meaning of the Gemara. At
times, there is judgment—“din”"—and a high degree of “hester
panim” in the world associated with the last letter of the aleph-
beit, “tav.” In those situations, a human being must choose
whether or not to fall into despair and detach himself from
HKB”H, chas v’shalom, or to believe wholeheartedly that HKB”"H
is present even within the extreme concealment. In the former
case, the letter “tav” is inscribed on the person’s forehead
signifying nm'n—a pronouncement of death. Whereas, in the
latter case, the letter “tav” that is inscribed on his forehead
signifies mm'n—a pronouncement of life. For, by recognizing the
concealed presence of the “aleph” of the world—Alupho shel
Olam—he has ascended from the depths of divine concealment,
represented by the letter “tav,” to the heights of the letter
“aleph,” to attach himself to the source of life.

He Grabbed onto Eisav’s Heel
to Abolish the 400 Forces of Tumah

This enlightens us with regards to the insight of the Megaleh
Amukos concerning the “tav’—400—forces of tumah that
accompanied Eisav to combas Yaakov. As we know, Eisav’s

Shvilei Pinclhes

guardian angel is none other than the yetzer hara; it employs
the extreme “hester panim” of the letter “tav”’—which equals
400—to trap human beings. Consequently, they forget HKB"H,
the Alupho shel Olam, and become detached and distanced from
Him. Yaakov Avinu, however, abolished Eisav’s 400 forces of
tumah by fortifying his emunah in Hashem, ascending step-by-
step until reaching the letter “aleph”—and praying to HKB”H,
the Alupho shel Olam (Bereishis 32, 12): 1o "nx 711 x1 25"
mwy—please rescue me from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Eisav.

We can now better appreciate the fantastic allusion in the
passuk: "paw axan apyr k", We learned that X" is an acronym
for a%'x nave apy R11—indicating that Yaakov attach himself
to the letter “aleph.” He was fleeing from his parents’ home
in Be’er Sheva—the tent of Torah. He was going to Charan, a
place infested with wickedness, where Lavan HaArami and
his wicked cohorts lived. Due to their extreme wickedness
and tumabh, it was a place of extreme “hester panim.” To avoid
falling into their trap and evil web, he pictured in his mind the
shape of the “aleph.” Thus, he would always remember that
the Alupho shel Olam is ever-present, even where the most
extreme “hester panim” exists. As a consequence, he would
not join Lavan harasha or his cohorts, because he would always
remember Hashem, in keeping with the passuk (Tehillim 16, 8):
mmn v 1 onme”—I have set Hashem before me always.

Therefore, he merited the revelation of HKB”H to him in a
dream (Bereishis 28, 12): y»an 1wxa1 1398 axm ovio o
Jby axa s mam.. e And he dreamt, and behold! A ladder
was set earthward and its top reached heavenward . .. And
behold! Hashem was standing over him. Rashi comments
that Hashem stood over him to protect him. As per our current
discussion, the letter '8 is formed by two “yuds” and a “vav,”
whose gematria is the same as the name Havaya, Who protects
a person even within the greatest “hester.”

Shemini Atzeres—the Letter Tav—Is Connected
with Rosh HaShanah—the Letter Aleph

It is with great pleasure that we will now explore together
the amazing connection between Shemini Atzeres and Rosh
HaShanah, in keeping with the notion of: "% mna 1310 yIv2'—
their conclusion is intimately associated with their
beginning. Consider our sacred task on Rosh HaShanah.
It is the first of the 22-day holy period in Tishrei; as such, it
corresponds to the letter “aleph.” It represents the ultimate
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revelation of Alupho shel Olam, devoid of any “hester panim.”
Therefore, on Rosh HaShanah, we pronounce HKB”H to be
Alupho shel Olam of the entire world. We express this fact in
the middle berachah of all of our tefilos on Rosh HaShanah:

1iR2 7773 ¥RINT,7IR°3 YONT U2 by K 77103 1o myiva Yo by aivn”
RN 0,78 92 12, inya nns 03 Biya U3y aeaN ban sawi b by ary
S g iRt Ton TRIW wphR T .iaNs i awR Yo 1nN ine

Reign over the entire world in Your honor; be exalted
over the entire earth in Your glory; and appear in the
splendor of Your great might before all those who live in
this world, Your domain. And all who were made will know
that You made them, and all who were formed will know
that You formed them, and all that have breath in their
nostrils will proclaim: “Hashem, the G-d of Yisrael is King
and His kingship has dominion over all.”

Let us explain. We learn in our sacred sefarim that the
term "av1y”"—world—is derived from the Hebrew word abys,
meaning absence and concealment. This is because in Olam
HaZeh HKB"H is cloaked by the concealment of mother nature.
Therefore, on Rosh HaShanah, corresponding to the letter
“aleph”—representing the greatest degree of revelation of
HKB”H, Alupho shel Olam—we recognize and pronounce His
kingship over all the forms of concealment present in Olam
HaZeh: “Reign over the entire world in Your honor.” And we
pray that His kingship be total and all-encompassing: “Let all
who were made know that You made them, and let all who
were formed know that You formed them, and let all that
have breath in their nostrils proclaim: “Hashem, the G-d of
Yisrael is King and His kingship has dominion over all.”

In similar fashion, we continue to establish the sovereignty
of HKB”H throughout all of the 22 days and all of the 22 letters
until we reach Shemini Atzeres. It is the twenty-second day and
represents the tikun of the letter “tav”—the highest degree of
“hester panim” that exists—personified by the 400 forces of
tumah that Eisav employs to combas Yisrael. Even they ascend
to the letter “aleph” with the sincere emunah that HKB”H,
the Alupho shel Olam, is present everywhere, even when the
concealment of the letter “tav” prevails.

The Separate Festival of Shemini Atzeres
Is a Tikun for the Foot of the Letter Tav

Based on what we have discussed, we can begin to
comprehend why Chazal categorized Shemini Atzeres as: »»nw”

o e » - — —
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"mgy 103 Y1 nawy—a separate festival. We can suggest that
they were alluding to a concept presented by the Arvei Nachal
(Beshalach 3) in the name of the kabbalists:

WP WRAT,1ON 1Y 979NR IIAN 270 K17 WP R 1w b 0o
NIT1, 10 Yon Ry DIy 17N YA ,17000 R 910 979N R
iRy 1R w1t Ban 1w N nrTae vhan oA

The structure of kedushah consists of 22 letters, ranging
from “aleph” to “tav.” The head of kedushah is the letter
“aleph”; the bottom is the letter “tav.” The foot of the “tav” is
bent outwards, extending away from it. This is alluded to by the
passuk (Mishlei 5, 5): “Her feet descend to death”—indicating
that the foot of the “tav” descends to the forces of evil.

We can provide an explanation based on our current
discussion. The letter “tav” represents the greatest degree of
“hester panim.” That is the domain of the forces of evil, where
they are able to trap a human being and influence him to forget
Hashem, chas v'shalom. As explained, that is the significance of
the 400 men that accompanied Eisav to combas Yaakov Avinu.
Hence, the foot of the letter “tav” is bent outwards, indicating
that a danger exists that the forces of evil will cast a person into
the depths of despair. “Her feet descend to death”—that is the

“tav” of nm'n—indicating that death is imminent.

To overcome them, one must ascend in one’s emunah from
the nadir of the letter “tav” to the peak of the letter “aleph,” to
attach oneself to HKB”H, the Alupho shel Olam. Therefore, on
Shemini Atzeres, the day corresponding to the letter “tav,” we
sit alone with HKB"H, the Alupho shel Olam, to unite the letter
“tav” with the letter “aleph.” Thus, we rectify the foot of the
letter “tav,” eliminating the ability of the forces of evil to draw
from it. This is alluded to by Chazal’s statement: “Shemini
Atzeres is a separate ‘regel’”’—on this day, we rectify the
“regel” (the foot) of the letter “tav.”

This explains very nicely a time-honored Jewish minhag. On
Shemini Atzeres, we dance with the sifrei-Torah that contain the
22 letters that have been rectified. For, when we dance, we elevate
our feet—thereby alluding to the elevation of the foot of the letter
“tav.” Then, it does not go outwards in the sense of “Her feet
descend to death” and the “tav” does not signify death-- nmn.
Instead, we connect it with the letters above it until it reaches the
“aleph,” Alupho shel Olam, and signifies life--mr'n.

RAMAPOSTE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

I

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PY' NIV 2 OND'A 501 N2 NdON

Chag HaSuccos 5780 | 5

OO



“Your departure is difficult for me”
with the Letter “Tav” “Linger one more day”
with the Letter “Aleph”

We now have cause to rejoice. For, we can now comprehend
HKB”H’s remark and request after the completion of the seven
days of Chag HaSuccos. Between Rosh HaShanah and Hoshanah
Rabbah, we completed the tikun of the 21 letters from “aleph”
to “shin.” This prompts HKB”H to say to Yisrael: “Your
departure is difficult for Me. Linger one more day.” In other
words, it is difficult for me to part from you knowing that you
will encounter the guardian angel of Eisav “accompanied by

400 men”—the embodiment of the letter “tav.”

Therefore, I request of you: “Linger one more day”—stay
for Shemini Atzeres, the day corresponding to the letter “tav.”
Together, we will elevate the letter “tav” all the way up to the
letter “aleph,” the Alupho shel Olam. In this manner, HKB"H
unites with Yisrael even when they find themselves in the
extreme “hester” of the letter “tav.” This explains why HKB”H
refers to Shemini Atzeres as "tx n1»"—one day; because on this
day, we elevate every level of concealment to the revelation of
the letter “aleph” that alludes to His Oneness.

It is precisely for this reason that the Zohar hakadosh
associates Shemini Atzeres with Yaakov Avinu: 8171 372 8ai» 811"

sRpny Reea For, it is Yaakov's sacred task to overcome Eisav’s

Shvilei Pinches

“tav” (400) forces of tumah, by climbing up the ladder HKB”H
revealed to him in the dream. He must ascend from the lowest
rung—*“set earthward”—corresponding to the letter “tav”—to
the highest rung—“reaching heavenward”—corresponding
to the letter “aleph.” Upon reaching that lofty goal: “Behold!
Hashem is standing over him”—the Alupho shel Olam, the
letter “aleph” formed by the letters “yud,” “vav” and “yud,”
possessing the same gematria as the holy name Havaya. He
watches over us even in the direst of circumstances, even in the

greatest concealment.

At this point, we can appreciate what we were taught by the
Zohar hakadosh. On Shemini Atzeres, we sit alone with HKB”H,
and we can request and receive from Him anything we want.
Since we united HKB”H, Alupho shel Olam, with all levels and
situations of concealment, in effect, we have abolished all of
the decrees and judgments—the “dinim.” In the words of the
Ba’al Shem Tov cited above: If a person is aware and believes
wholeheartedly that even in the most dismal circumstances—
every movement and thought, big or small—HKB"H is actually
there but in hiding, then the concealment no longer exists. For,
with the awareness that the Master of the Universe is indeed
there with him, all evil and adversity disappear and the divine
light is revealed. With the infinite mercy of the letter “aleph”—
which is composed of two “yuds” and a “vav”’—HKB”"H reveals
Himself to grant all of our requests for the good.

\Y(
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Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

P

The Posuk describes Hashem’s treatment of us as K’nesher Yo'ir Kino, as an
eagle wakes up its nest. The Akeida explains that eagles throw their young
out of the nest to teach them to fly, catching them at the last moment if they
refuse, or are unable, to fly.

eople are obsessed, and understandably so, with the meaning of
suffering, particularly their own personal suffering. There are many
reasons that Hashem places people in difficult circumstances. This
week's Parsha teaches us one of them.

Similarly, Hashem often throws us out of our comfort zone with the intention

of teaching us. If we do not learn our lesson, Hashem, at the last minute,
catches us. The Akeida describes this as Ho’yo Al Derech Hislamdus, that
our suffering is one of Hashem’s tools that help us grow.

Baby eagles instinctively trust their parents and happily settle back into their
nests even when their parents try it again and again, until they figure out
how to fly. People are different. Ve get angry, refuse to go back to our nest
(to trust and be secure with Hashem) and, as a result, we often never learn
how to fly. Instead, we should realize that we have always found ourselves
in a safety net and that the challenge simply is a sign that Hashem is taking
care of us.

Living A Minimalist Lifestyle During Succos (And All Year Round)

different forms: nice homes and cars, fancy electronics, fine foods, etc.

A minimalistic life is usually discussed from a Torah perspective, hinting

that if not for the Torah’s insistence that people live minimalistic lives, it
would be understandable, even enviable, to go “all out”. In truth, the Torah,
as it often does, is teaching us Halacha, Hashkofo, and the most effective and
enjoyable way to live our lives.

I have been thinking a lot about people’s need for pleasure in all its

| want to offer multiple examples, more than | usually do, so that people do
not consider my thoughts to only apply in isolated areas and mistake my
message to be exaggerated and therefore extreme.

| once read about the increase in portion size of food and drink in the take-
out and coffee shops. The size of the norm keeps growing. There seems
to be an insatiable desire to get more than
yesterday and more than the other person.
Whatever we did yesterday would not be
good enough today.

This mentality also infects our social lives. |
remember what was offered by the original
weekend retreats. For entertainment, there was a
well-known speaker. Then, in an effort to outdo the
other programs, it was expanded to include a singer,
then several big-name singers, then Shadchonim, and
now they offer comedians and various entertainers. We always need more
than what we had yesterday.

This mentality also affects how we, and others, see our financial status. When
| first moved to Monsey around 30 years ago, a 5,000-square-foot home was
considered large enough to be an anomaly. Over the years, the definition of
a large home has changed. 5,000 square feet became a necessity for anyone
with a large family. Today, people are building 12,000+ square-foot homes,
and the numbers just continue to rise.

My wife recently showed me an advertisement for beautiful Sukkas, each one
looking like the interior of those 12,000+ square-foot homes. Those pictures

"There seems to be an
insatinble desire to qet more
than yesterday and more
than the other person.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

were drastically different from the nice Sukkas that | am accustomed to.
It seems that marketers have successfully touched people’s desire to have
bigger, better; and more beautiful than what others have.

Apple (the company) has mastered the art of marketing to the point that
they have taken control of people’s thought processes. They have convinced
people the world over that it is normal to purchase a phone every year. (The
auto industry has convinced people to purchase, or lease, a new car every 2
years, so Apple has definitely outdone the auto industry.) They can come out
with a new phone every year and, despite the similarities to last year's phone,
people are trading their phones in at hundreds of dollars each year.

A wealthy friend explained to me how the wealthy Frum community is
evolving. Wealth used to be defined by the costs of their homes and cars.
Not to be outdone, those with extra money began
purchasing boats. Again, so as not to be mistaken
for someone who is only very wealthy, some Frum
people own private jets.

Why does all of this bother me on a personal level?
Shouldn’t people be allowed to purchase what they
can afford (assuming they can afford it, of course. In
truth, many can’t afford this lifestyle but convince
themselves and others that they can)? The reason
this bothers me is because people have created a
cycle for which there is no winner. The person that built the 5,000-square-
foot house stopped at that number because there was not a concept of a
6,000-square-foot one. Sadly, his house becomes smaller and smaller every
year.

There are three groups of people: |) People that are satisfied with very little;
2) People who need nice things; 3) People whose need for pleasure is more
of a need for a “high”. Enjoying the car or house is less important than is
the excitement of purchasing it, having it, and knowing that others see that
they have it.

The first group is that of the Torah approach, to learn to take pleasure in
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the things that matter: values, accomplishments, and an overall closeness
to Hashem. It is about appreciating that everything someone works for or
spends time doing, takes away from other, sometimes worthier, goals. People,
when they pursue any goal, are making choices even if they are not aware
that they are doing so.

This first group is able to differentiate between what is important
and what is important to them. It is important to have a working car but
it is only important to them that it be a late model with a lot of extras. The
difference between important and important to them can not be ignored. It
is the difference between living an effective life or a petty one.

The second group is often referred to as those living in the “rat race”. Each
day is a battle to earn, and to purchase what they feel they deserve. It is a
never-ending battle because, as we all know, life is expensive. Most families
do not achieve as much as they feel they need and the constant pursuit of
those goals wears people and their families down.

The third group, those who see pleasures as prizes, are even further distanced
from the mindset of a healthy, dare | say Torah, mind. They may not even
understand how to enjoy themselves, focusing more on winning prizes. Such
people often lack healthy relationships. Why am | sounding so cynical?

Those in the third group, those in need of constant stimuli, have evolved
from those in the second group, those fascinated and in need of pleasures

and extreme comforts. Those that appreciate nice things are always at risk
of becoming obsessed with prizes, chasing them for the sake of the chase.

In conclusion, some people believe in the “game”, others do not. Everyone
should consider which group is the happier one. My friends, with their
$1,000 phones, are not happy because one of their friends is talking about
buying the next one. Their concern is not that their friend will have a newer
phone than they have. Their concern is only how they will find the money to
get that same phone.

Then there is the group of those that do not believe in the game. They are
satisfied with a phone so “yesterday” that they are made fun of. Yet, they,
more than those in the first group, are able to move forward in their lives,
burdened by fewer needs than those of the first group.

Possibly, the most powerful lesson of Sukka is that the Torah’s messages are
not instructions and restrictions. They make sense even if they are counter-
intuitive, counter-culture, and appear at first to be disadvantageous to the
individual.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

rs. Liba Eckstein survived the horrors of the Holocaust as a
M prisoner in Auschwitz. Eventually, she married and settled in

Manchester, England. During her ordeal, Liba begged Hashem for

three things. First, that she should survive Auschwitz and tell her
story to the world. Second, that she should marry a ben Torah. Finally, she
prayed that if she ever merits having children, all her offspring should remain
Shomer Shabbos and marry before her death.

Seven months after her last brush with death, the Russian army liberated
the camp. The Russians offered citizenship to anyone who was willing to
accept, and Liba was sorely tempted by the promise of safety, plentiful food,
and security. Many others accepted this proposal, in spite of the spiritual
dangers of living in atheist Russia. But Liba joined a small group of girls who
were returning to their old homes with the hope of finding some surviving
family members.

Liba spent a few days in the local train station, waiting and hoping for
news.As time passed and nobody stepped forward, she arrived at the dreadful
understanding that she was the only survivor of her family. This realization
was more painful than all the suffering she had endured. Eventually, she made
her way across the English Channel where she met and married her benTorah
and merited to raise a family of Torah-observant Jews.As she saw her prayers
answered, she became consumed with a burning desire to exact some form
of vengeance for her murdered family. What could be better, she reasoned,
than to say to Kaddish at the very site of the Auschwitz crematoria, the place
where the Germans tried to liquidate the Jewish Nation? This desire became
an obsession, and she continually asked her son to arrange the trip. At first
he was unsure as their family Rav steadfastly refused to give them permission
to go. When she turned 73, Mrs. Eckstein learned about a tour to Poland
that would include a short visit to Auschwitz and this time she was not to
be denied. She took her son and together they arrived at the gates with the
famous inscription “Arbeit Macht Frei” (work brings freedom).

Mrs. Eckstein hesitated at the gates, trying to find her bearings.“Sruly, this
is not Auschwitz; | was never in this place.” She became very agitated, and
the tour guide rushed to her aid. “Tell me, when were you here?” he said.
“In 1944

“In that case, you were in Birkenau. They used to be called Auschwitz
| and Auschwitz II.” Liba and her son hailed a taxi and were driven to the
camp that she remembered so well. The driver dropped them off near the
crematoria and as the pair solemnly entered the valley of death, Mrs. Eckstein

0'119 [N"0...N1ON NN

finally got her bearings. “This is it! This is where | was! That building there
was my barracks.” Taking her son by the arm, she guided him to the entrance
of the forbidding structure.“Look at the sign! It’s C13.” The two entered the
building.“There are two rooms here.The other one was for the kapos, and |
slept right here, on this very spot. Five agonizing months of my life were lost
to these evil men.” She stomped on the floor.“Hitler, where are you? I'm here
with my son. | have children. | have grandchildren.You have nothing. Nothing is
left from you. No remembrance ...Yimach shemo.” Then she raised her head
and announced, “Hodu I’'Hashem ki tov ki I'olam chasdo.”

Her son turned to his mother. “It’s getting late. There’s no minyan here to
say Kaddish, but at least you can light a candle.” Liba lit a yahrtzeit candle and
recited the names of her lost family members. But she was upset.“All | want
is to say Kaddish for my family. That is why | came here.Why won’t Hashem
allow me to do this?” She started to sob loudly. Her son felt terrible, and
tried to comfort his mother. Suddenly, he said. “Mummy, you won’t believe
this, but | see nine Jews walking toward us!”

Turning to the group, he asked, “Tell me, where are you from? Why are
you here?”

“We work for an American corporation, and we're here for a business
conference.The hotel accommodations are not very pleasant, so we decided
to take a drive. Our boss told us to avoid Auschwitz because he didn’t want
us to be distracted. But he never said anything about Birkenau, so we came
here.We heard a woman crying, so we came over to investigate.”

“My parents who died al kiddush Hashem, must have sent you so we can
say Kaddish. Sruly, please say Kaddish.” Slowly and carefully, her son Sruly
intoned the holy words.The emotion was palpable, and everyone was moved.
Afterward, Mrs. Eckstein addressed the men.“Do you think that we merely
recited Kaddish for my family? | want to tell you that we have just now buried
my parents, brothers, and sisters. Now is their burial. And now | have peace,
knowing that | have buried them. Thank you, everyone.” This was a pivotal
moment for Liba Eckstein.At last, she found herself at peace.

She merited seeing all her requests fulfilled. She survived the war, married
a ben Torah, and proudly raised a frum family. All her children were married,
and she derived tremendous nachas from her grandchildren.As she lay ill in
bed right before her passing, her son whispered into her ear,“Remember the
Kaddish in Birkenau.”

“I will never forget that.” She passed away later that day. (Adapted from
“Vignettes of Virtue” by Rabbi Yosef Weiss)
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkos

David Gurwitz

We have been saying Tehillim 27 since the beginning of Elul, because it mentions the protection of Hashem'’s
Sukkah (S), and “ori veyishi - my light and my salvation,” which Chazal tell us refer to Rosh Hashanah (RH) and
Yom Kippur (YK).

I'd like to add a further insight regarding Rosh Hashanah and “ori - my light” that came to me during shofar blowing
on Rosh Hashanah.

I w In

The value of the word ohr, light, is 207. There is an idea that I call “positional” gematria. Each letter in the twenty-
letter Alef-Bais takes its position in the overall order as its value. For example, Chof is the eleventh letter, Lamid is
the twelfth, Mem is the thriteenth, etc. Tof is 22.

The word Omer, which we count for 49 days, has, under this system, the following value: Ayin-Mem-Reish - the
16th letter, the 13th letter, and the 20th letter of the Alef-Bais. Those letters add up to...49!

Let’s look at the three sounds we blow: tekiah, shevarim and teruah. They are spelled out below, with the
respective positional gematrias shown as follows:

Teruah - Sof (22nd letter), Reish (20th letter), Vov (6), Ayin (16) and Hey (50), totaling 69.
Shevarim - Shin (21), Bais (2), Reish (20), Yud (10) and Mem (13), totaling 66.
Tekiah - Sof (22), Kuf (19), Yud (10), Ayin (16) and Hey (5), totaling 72.

What do 66, 69 and 72 add up to? 207 - which is the value of ohr. Therefore, ori veyishi has another dimension to
Rosh Hashanah - through the shofar sounds. It also connects to the idea that we saw the sounds at Har Sinai. 1t is
fascinating that the word for sounds, hakolos, has a value of 541, the same as the value of Yisroel.

The Sefas Emes tells us that the three things we say in the first parsha of Shema also refer to the following: Bechol
levavecha - Rosh Hashanah; vechol nafshecha - Yom Kippur; and uvechol meodecha - Sukkos. Chazal also tell us
that the expression we say in the first bracha of the Amidah contains all three: Melech - Rosh Hashanah; Ozer -
Chol Hamoed; uMoshia - Yom Kippur; and uMagein - Sukkos.

The progression from Rosh Hashanah through Yom Kippur and Sukkos moves from passivity (hearing) to increased
activity (speech) and the more active level of actions. This is reflected in thought (daas), speech (dibbur), and
physical action (maaseh).

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ points out that this progression from Rosh Hashanah to Sukkos is echoed in the
first five of the Aseres Hadibros. The first two are rooted in daas, belief in Hashem and not worshipping or creating
any other gods. The next two focus on speech - not saying Hashem’s Name in vain - and the zachor part of
Shabbos, Kiddush. The shamor part of Shabbos refers to actions, as does the fifth commandment, to honor one’s
parents.

In addition to these three sets of connections, let’'s examine some other ideas relating to all three. In doing so, we
can “dwell” in the space of the Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkos connections, as well as dwell in the sukkah.

I would appreciate any ideas or thoughts that I have surely missed in the list below to be brought to my attention:
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A. Sleep - Rosh Hashanah means head of sleep, Yom Kippur culminates seven days during which the kohein gadol
does not sleep, and Sukkos is celebrated for seven days, which the Gemara in Sukkah (53a) describes as the time
when Chazal said that they “did not see any sleep in our eyes.”

B. Simanim - Rosh Hashanah has many foods with names relating to increase and blessing; Yom Kippur has men
wearing a kittel, symbolizing being like angels; and Sukkos has the Daled Minim and the sukkah.

C. Din - Rosh Hashanah; rachamim - Yom Kippur; simcha - Sukkos, synthesizing the two.
D. The original month the chag was supposed to be in: Rosh Hashanah - Tammuz; Yom Kippur - Av; Sukkos - Elul.

E. Shabbos - Rosh Hashanah is B’A[lef] Tishrei, on the first of Tishrei, which is one of the 72 rearranged possibilities
of the six letters of the word bereishis. Another rearrange possibility is yireh Shabbos. Yom Kippur is called
“Shabbos Shabboson.” Sukkos is in the language of Shabbos Minchah.

F. The Evil Inclination - On Rosh Hashanah, we read about the Akeidah, when, on the way, Avrohom and Yitzchok
were almost flooded by the Soton. Yom Kippur is the one day out of 365 when the value of the Evil Inclination does
not challenge. On Sukkos, all the festivities and business can make one forget his responsibilities post-Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, so we read Megillah Koheles to remind us of the vanities of life.

G. Water - On Rosh Hashanah, we read about the flooding mentioned above. On Yom Kippur, we read about the
many immersions of the kohein gadol. On Sukkos, we pray for rain and there were the water raising ceremonies.

H. Year’s Storage - On Rosh Hashanah, there is judgment for parnassah, life, etc. for the year. On Yom Kippur,
there is Torah acceptance. On Sukkos, there is simcha.

I. Moshiach - Rosh Hashanah was the day of the formation of Dovid, the soul of Moshiach. Yom Kippur - May we see
the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdosh and the renewal of the kohein gadol's service with the coming of Moshiach.
Sukkos is a chance given to other nations to participate in the sukkah.

J. Rosh Hashanah = giving. Yom Kippur = giving up. Sukkos = giving thanks.

K. Weddings - Rosh Hashanah - first chasanah in history. Yom Kippur - the day of His Chasunosa. Sukkos - s’chach
is begematria chupah.

L. Three Aspects #1 - Rosh Hashanah - kol shofar. Yom Kippur — tzom, fast. Sukkos - mammon, money, avert evil
decrees.

M. Three Aspects #2 - Rosh Hashanah - tefillah. Yom Kippur - teshuvah. Sukkos - tzedakah.

N. Lashon Hara - Rosh Hashanah - the snake committed the first /lashon
hara in history. Yom Kippur - the ketores in the Heichal was burned by the kohein gadol to ward off effects of lashon
hara. Sukkos - the four sounds made by the letters of sukkah exclude that of the tongue (Vilna Gaon).

0. Timing Questions - Rosh Hashanah - one day or two days? Yom Kippur - feast of the 9th of Tishrei is like the fast
of the tenth. Sukkos - making a bracha or not, eating or not, in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeres.

P. Temporary nature and consideration of existence - Rosh Hashanah - state of judgment. Yom Kippur - not eating.
Sukkos - living in an outdoor impermanent structure

Q. Hiddenness - Rosh Hashanah - “bakeseh,” at hidden moon. Yom Kippur - kohein gadol inside. Sukkos - inside the
covering of the sukkah.

R. The Day of Tishrei - Rosh Hashanah - 1. Yom Kippur - 10. Sukkos - 15. These add up to 26, the gematria of
Hashem’s Name.

S. Fish - Rosh Hashanah - head of fish. Yom Kippur - Yonah. Sukkos — Livyasan.

T. Malchus - Rosh Hashanah - HaMelech. Yom Kippur — Livyasan is begematria Malchus. Sukkos - the meal that
some consider seudas Moshiach.

U. Torah - Rosh Hashanah - Hashem looked into the Torah to create the world. Yom Kippur - the second Luchos
were delivered. Sukkos - Simchas Torah.

V. Rosh Hashanah - decree signed. Yom Kippur - sealed. Sukkos - delivered.
W. Body Focus - Rosh Hashanah - ears, shofar. Yom Kippur — mouth, vidui. Sukkos, hands, lulav.

X. Thought - Rosh Hashanah. Speech - Yom Kippur. Action - Sukkos
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Parashas Ha’azinu
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May my teaching drop like the rain. (32:2)

Moshe Rabbeinu asked that his teachings, the Torah,
penetrate the nation like life-giving rain. The commentators offer
reasons for the rain simile: the effect of rain is not immediately
noticed; it takes time for the vegetation to sprout forth. Likewise,
one who studies Torah does not immediately manifest the benefits
that he has incurred. In time, however, it shows. Rain can only affect
soil that has been ploughed and seeded. Otherwise, it just turns the
ground into mud. Likewise, for one who studies Torah, but does not
believe in Hashem or possesses middos ra’os, negative character
traits, Torah study is a deficiency. Torah catalyses growth for that
which the student already possesses within him. If he has a good
heart, his fear of Hashem will grow positively. If he is evil, it will spur
greater negativity in his soul.

The Sifsei Tzaddikim offers a novel exposition for the rain
simile. Moshe asked that the Torah be rain-like, in the sense that rain
causes whatever seeds are in the ground to emerge as vegetation or
growth. If wheat is sowed, wheat will grow; if corn is planted, it will
grow. If thorns, cactus, etc., is planted, they, too, will grow. Rain is
the vehicle that causes the produce to emerge and “reveal” what is
buried in the ground.

Torah has the property of causing what is embedded deep
within the recesses of one’s heart to be revealed. Thus, for one
whose spiritual intentions are sincere and positive, Torah will “grow”
him, give him the opportunity to express his positive intentions, and
see success in his learning and service to Hashem. If, however, he is
nothing more than a wolf in sheep’s clothing, if he is a miserable
thorn who seeks to use Torah as a medium for negativity, to find
ways to manipulate Jewish law to his benefit, to demean the Torah
way of life for his advantage and to support his bias, his ugly secret
will be exposed.
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The Rock! Perfect is His work, for all His paths are justice; a G-d of
faith without iniquity. (32:4)

Rashi puts this pasuk in its most simple and lucid
perspective: Hashem’s judgment is perfect, exact and fair. He
rewards the righteous, regardless of how long it might take for this
reward to be fulfilled. Likewise, even the wicked receive their reward
for whatever good they performed. Furthermore, the term perfect
means “perfect.” It is a reference to the fotality of Hashem’s work,
the combination of good fortune and failure, happiness and sadness,
joy and tragedy: a harmonious whole. Regrettably, we -- of limited
intelligence and understanding -- are incapable of putting all of the
pieces of the puzzle we call “life” together. A believer lives by this
credo: Hashem’s work is perfect. It is our comprehension that is
imperfect.

A chassid asked the Belzer Rebbe (Rav Aharon), zl,
concerning his family and what had taken place in Belz before he
escaped. (The Belzer Rebbe was miraculously saved from the horrors
of the Holocaust.) The Rebbe replied, “I refuse to talk about that
period of my life, because it might appear as if | am complaining
against Hashem. We will leave that part of my life unsaid.” The
Rebbe experienced the tragic loss of his entire family (forty souls);

yet, he refused to speak about it, so that his words would not be
misconstrued as a remonstrance of Hashem.

A Holocaust survivor who had lost his family in the camps
emigrated to Haifa after the war. He found work as a shamash,
sexton, in a shul. He had suffered greatly and was getting on in
years, yet he wanted to build a Jewish home. He married, and, with
Hashem’s blessing, the couple had a son. He was a special child:
bright, handsome, kind — everything a parent could hope for. One
day, the boy, twelve years old, crossed the street and was struck by a
car whose driver had lost control of the vehicle. The boy was killed
instantly. The Rav of the shul (who was relating the story) did not
know how he could confront this man during the shivah visit. This
person had lost everything -- not once, but twice. (Indeed, he had a
loving partner in life, but she, too, had experienced what he had.)
The Rav climbed the stairs to their apartment very slowly, actually
stalling the confrontation that he knew would be difficult. He walked
into the room to see the bereaved couple (both of them beyond
middle-age) sitting on the floor reciting Tehillim! The father looked
up from his Tehillim when he noticed the Rav sit down next to him,
and said, “If the Ribono Shel Olam thinks that He will succeed in
provoking me to express anger, He is mistaken! Even for this which
He did to me, | will not complain!”

The Rav left the shivah house in great emotion: Yisrael
kedoshim heim; the Jewish people are holy! This was a simple man,
neither a Torah scholar, nor a brilliant thinker. Just a simple, good, G-
d-fearing Jew who believed with all of his heart in Hashem: Mi
k’Amcha Yisrael; “Who is like Your nation, Hashem!”

Everyone receives his due: good/bad, at some time
everyone will receive his reward or punishment. It can come at the
strangest times or under the most unusual and unexpected
circumstances. The following story has made the rounds, publicised
by Rabbi Berel Wein, to whom it was related by the participant. It is
an incredible, inspiring and compelling story which is certainly worth
repeating. One Shabbos afternoon, as Rabbi Wein walked home
from his shul in Yerushalayim, he met a man who wore the garb,
talked the talk, but had features that were neither Jewish nor Israeli.
He confided to Rabbi Wein that he was a ger, having converted to
Judaism many years earlier. He also added that his gentile pedigree
was quite murky: his father had been a Nazi.

“I was in my early twenties when | discovered my father’s
ignominious work during the Holocaust. | became enraged with him.
| was devastated to know that, as an SS man, my father had
participated in many massacres of Jews. | immediately fled my
home, never to return. | severed my ties with my family, as |
renounced everything that had heretofore been dear to me.

“I wanted to know more about the Jewish people: why
Hitler hated them so much? What could these people have done to
make them the target of the greatest hatred in history? Where does
one go to learn about Jews? Eretz Yisrael. | came here and fell in love
with the country and the people. | decided to continue my graduate
studies in microbiology at Hebrew University. As my stay went
beyond visit status, | decided that | wanted to know more about the
Jewish religion. | started studying the texts and attending classes
whenever available. | converted to Judaism. Shortly thereafter, | met
a wonderful woman, also a German convert, and we married.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’| publisher and distributor of the Worldwide edition of Peninim

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

iy

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PY' NIV 2 OND'A 501 N2 NdON

OO



Hashem blessed us with three wonderful sons, who went through
the system. All received a solid yeshivah education in mainstream
schools; all are fine, upstanding bnei Torah. They do have blond hair
and blue eyes, but, otherwise, they dress and act the part of Torah
Jews. No one would ever guess (or have reason to ask about) their
real genetic heritage.

“Many years passed, and my resolve to maintain my
severed relationship with my family only became stronger. | was a
Jew with a Jewish family. | would have nothing to do with my family
of origin or their horrible legacy of hatred and murder of innocent
people. One day, | was shocked to find a letter from my father in my
mailbox, informing me that he was extremely ill and dying. He
begged me to come to Germany, so that he could see his
grandchildren before he left this world. | consulted with a prominent
Rav in Yerushalayim who instructed me to return to Germany with
my sons in order to fulfil my father’s dying wish.

“It was not a simple meeting. My father’s physical
appearance had changed greatly due to age and illness. He was a
fraction of the man | had once known. The atmosphere in the room
was tense and pensive. Here was a man who had, years earlier,
murdered Jewish children, hugging and kissing yeshivah boys who
happened to be his grandsons. He cried bitterly, amid spasms of
coughing. | had no doubt that his end was near. He said that he
wanted to talk, to tell me a story. | knew that whatever he would say
would be the truth. He was too close to death. ‘I think that you will
appreciate what | have to say,” he said.

“’One day during the war on the eastern front, my
comrades and | were rounding up all of the Jewish residents and
throwing them into trucks to be delivered to the gas chambers. We
wanted to be sure that we had found every Jew, so we made
another tour of the village and searched everywhere.

“1t was during this last inspection that | saw them: three
sets of round, black eyes peering up at me from beneath one of the
trucks. Their eyes locked with mine, as | was about to call my
comrades and inform them that | had discovered three more Jewish
children hiding from us. But | could not do it. Something prevented
me from passing the death sentence on these children. It was their
eyes, staring straight into mine, pleading with me to allow them to
live. For the first and only time in my career as a Nazi did | feel a
touch of compassion. | was somehow moved. | walked away and
shouted to the others, “There’s no one left. We are through here.
Let’s go!”

“/| will never forget those children,” my father said. ‘They
were three little Jewish boys, innocent children with sweet faces.
Just like yours.

““You know,” my father mused, his clouding, death-filled
eyes suddenly perking up, ‘I am certain that, had there been four
boys hiding in there beneath the truck that day, | would have had
four grandchildren — not three!””

This goy, this Nazi, understood the message of the pasuk.
No act goes unrequited. It might take time; we may never
understand, but one thing is for sure: everyone receives his due.
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But Yeshurun grew fat and kicked. You are waxen fat, grown thick
and covered with fatness. (32:15)

Sforno offers a compelling interpretation of this pasuk.
Yeshurun is a reference to the baalei iyun, scholars and philosophers
who became fat and gross after having turned to material excess
and pleasures. They grew thick, incapable of comprehending the
Torah’s subtle verities. When those who are (supposedly) intelligent,
refined leaders of the people set a bad example, the masses will
most certainly follow their lead.

These scholars have not, chas v’shalom, Heaven forbid,
rejected Hashem, but their wisdom is adulterated by their pursuit of

physical pleasures and material riches. They pay respect primarily to
those who have achieved mundane success. It is such scholars who
are dangerous, because of their impact on the simple folk who still
look up to them and follow their lead. Indeed, the masses usually
outdo their leaders, as they regress further by forgetting G-d and
ending up treating all that is sacred and meaningful with contempt.

First and foremost, Sforno teaches us that materialism and
physicality are incongruent to success in Torah. This world and the
World-to-Come contravene one another, to the point that one who
is focused on Torah cannot indulge (as in luxuriate/bask) in the
material/physical pleasures of this world. (This does not preclude
enjoyment, but excess.) This does create a problem, since, for the
most part, we do live in a world, a culture, a society in which
gashmiyus, materialism and physicality play a prominent role. How
does the contemporary Torah family/individual balance the two
worlds: the one in which he lives; and the one on which he should
be focused?

Horav Matisyahu Solomon, Shlita, applies the well-known
words of the Mesillas Yesharim (Perek 1), “The pleasures of this
world exist only to aid and assist a person, so that through the
physical satisfaction that he experiences, he will have the
contentment and peace of mind to devote himself / his heart to
avodah, service of the Almighty.” In other words, we must all ask
ourselves: Is our partiality to this world and its materialistic /physical
lures helping us to grow in spirituality, or is it a hindrance? Are we
now more calm, greater at ease; or are we slowly moving away from
our spiritual goals?

Horav Chaim Kamil, zl, finds in Sforno’s words, support for
Horav Yisrael Salanter’s maxim: “When the Torah scholar in Kovno
studies diligently, he causes the professor in Berlin not to turn his
back on Judaism.” This is what Sforno teaches us. The scholar who is
delinquent in learning, who gravitates toward worldly pleasures, will
have a following among the hamon am, masses, who look up to
their Torah elite for guidance and inspiration. When they see moral
and spiritual hypocrisy, can they really be blamed for vying with and
following their pattern of deceit?

Is a little bit of excess that bad? If one were to indulge in
physical pleasure purely for the fun of it with no other purpose
whatsoever, would it damage him so much? Obviously, worldly
possessions are not poison, or else they could not be used as a
medium “to aid and assist” one’s avodas ha’kodesh, holy endeavour.
At first, | would suggest that poison is relative. One person’s
medicine is another person’s poison. Therefore, pleasure that
catalyses satisfaction, which eases one’s mind so that he can study
and serve Hashem better, is not poisonous. On the contrary, it is
therapeutic. This same “therapy,” when administered to one who is
spiritually healthy and doing well, can be dangerous.

| came across an exegesis from Horav Moshe Shternbuch,
Shlita, that is illuminating. He comments on the pasuk, Ki dor
tahapuchos heimah, “They are a generation of reversals” (ibid
32:20). (They reverse Hashem’s mood from benevolence to anger.)
Klal Yisrael is different in nature from the nations of the world. They
do not have the (natural) option of being a beinoni, intermediate.
We are a nation of extremes. When we are living (spiritually,
morally) well, we rise up to the top. We have no limit to what we are
capable of achieving. On the other hand, when we begin to fall, if we
do not immediately stop the fall, we freefall to the nadir of
depravity.

Our tzaddikim, righteous, have exemplified themselves in
spiritual achievement, such that the average person has no idea or
comprehension thereof. Sadly, those who have deviated and
regressed have fallen to the depths of perversion and notoriety.
Therefore, one who is on the pedestal of spiritual achievement, who
is an extraordinary Torah scholar, yet deviates slightly to partake, to
enjoy, to “live the life,” must realise that we are a nation of
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extremes. We have no such concept as a “little bit of fun” or “I just
want to try it out to see how the other half lives.” It might just
happen that during that moment of indulgence, one of those who
reveres and looks up to him might be watching. The repercussions
can be disastrous, because the student will neither understand nor
know how to process what he is observing.
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For they are a generation of reversals, children whose upbringing is
not in them. (32:20)

Hashem raised them to be good, but they spurned His
upbringing, so that it is not reflected in their demeanour.
Alternatively, eimun is connected to emunah, faith. At Har Sinai, the
people of Klal Yisrael pledged continued faith in Hashem, a pledge
which they soon broke by making the Golden Calf. The Sifri adds:
“Do not read this as lo eimun bam, but rather, lo amen bam; ‘They
refused to say amen.”” Responding to a blessing is an extraordinary
segulah, remedy (an action that can lead to a change in one’s
fortune or destiny), which has been noted and proven. The following
story underscores this idea.

The tragic news spread like wildfire through the
Klausenberg Chassidic community in Union City, New Jersey. A young
father, whose name was Aharon, had lost his life in a car accident. It
was 1979. The entire community plunged into mourning. The pain
was also felt in the Klausenberger Rebbe’s home, since Aharon was
very close to the Rebbe and his family. Before the dust could settle
on this tragedy, more terrible news reached the quiet, insular
community. Another precious young husband and father, Reb Moshe
Nechemiah, had sustained a heart attack and returned his soul to his
Maker.

At the end of the shivah, seven-day mourning period for
these two young men, the members of the community decided that
they had to implement some form of change. It happened to be that
day was the day when the Rebbe would lecture to the men. It was a
perfect time to hear from this saintly Jew, who had himself sustained
much tragedy in his life, what the community should do, what area
of deficiency they should correct as a z’chus, merit, for the departed
and as a segulah for themselves to have the Middas Ha’Din, Attibute
of Strict Justice, lifted from their community.

The Rebbe began the shiur by citing our opening pasuk,
banim lo eimun bam. He then quoted the Sifri/Yalkut that attributes
the sin to an indifference toward answering Amen after brachos,
blessings. The Rebbe looked at the assembled, staring deeply into
their faces, and a hush fell over the congregation, as he declared:
“Amen is the roshei teivos, acronym (head of the words) of Aharon,
Moshe, Nechemiah! Heaven is very demanding of us for not
adhering properly to answering Amen. These two young men were
taken from us as a result of our dereliction in answering Amen. If we
begin to answer Amen with the proper kavanah, intention (direction
of the heart), we will merit the lifting of the g’zar din, decree, from
upon us.”

An American avreich, young man, who was studying in
kollel turned to Rav Avraham Kessler (who was very close to Rav
Aharon Leib Shteinman, zl) and asked that he speak with the Rosh
Yeshivah concerning the many difficult challenges with which he was
presently beset. When the young man sent his list of troubles, it was
evident why he was so depressed. He had been married a number of
years to a wonderful woman, but they had yet to be blessed with
children. He was overwhelmed with debt. He was so deep in the
hole that he had no hope, no possible way to extricate himself from
it. Last, he had just been diagnosed with the dreaded disease. He did
not know how he could possibly go on. Could he obtain a blessing,
advice — something — anything?

Rav Kessler approached Rav Shteinman one morning after
the early Shacharis in his apartment and presented the young

avreich’s sad story. The Rosh Yeshivah replied with a midrash that
relates a meaningful mashal, analogy. There was a man who was
proficient on the harp. His music was soothing and transformative.
When a person who was steeped in melancholy heard him play, he
would immediately emerge from his morose mood. The king had
once been depressed, and his advisors suggested that they dispatch
someone to bring the harpist to the palace. He came; he played; the
king’s mood was transformed.

Likewise is our relationship with Hashem (continues the
Midrash). Hashem “enjoys” the niggun, song/tune/lyrics of Amen,
Yehei Shmei rabba mevarach. Thus, even if a condemnation arises
against His People, their singing Amen, Yehei Shmei rabba mevarach,
causes great pleasure to Hashem so that He rescinds the decree.

Rav Shteinman concluded with a message for the avreich:
“Tell the young man that despite his miscomprehension of these
matters, Chazal teach that Hashem enjoys this ‘song.” This recital has
within its power to negate and atone for many Heavenly
indictments.”

Rav Kessler relayed the message, which the young man
followed religiously. He not only answered Amen, Yehei Shmei rabba
in his shul, he even went to other minyanim (prayer services) in
order to have the opportunity to do more. And... Hashem listened
and responded positively. As it came from nowhere, it disappeared.
When the young man returned to the doctor who had originally
diagnosed him to begin treatment, lo and behold, the scans showed
that he was clear; there had been no growth. His economic
challenge did not come to an end, but it was greatly alleviated when
one of the shul members whom he “visited” daily (to answer Amen,
Yehei Shmei rabba) offered him a sizable loan, sufficient to clear up
his debt, without placing a time limit for repayment. Whenever he
would come into money would be fine. Last, he and his wife were
blessed with a family. All of this in the z’chus of answering Amen,
Yehei Shmei rabba. As a post script, the avreich did not stop going
from shul to shul to answer, Amen, Yehei Shmei rabba. Will this
segulah work for everyone? There is only one way to find out.

Va’ani Tefillah
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Shema koleinu Hashem Elokeinu
Hear our voices, Hashem, our G-d.

The Shulchan Orach (Orach Chaim 119:1) rules that one
may insert his personal petition for a blessing, similar to the theme
of the blessing he is reciting. In other words, when he recites Bircas
Refaeinu, the blessing for healing the sick, one may add the name of
someone who is in need of a cure for his illness. In the ninth
blessing, which addresses prosperity, one may include his personal
request for a livelihood. The sixteenth blessing, Shema Koleinu, is a
generic type of blessing, in which we ask Hashem to hear our voices
without stating specifics. Therefore, in this blessing one may ask for
anything that he desires. (Obviously, one is making a meaningful
request.)

The Mishnah Berurah adds that this blessing is an
appropriate time to include one’s confession of his outstanding sins,
especially if he has committed a specific transgression that requires
a special Vidui, confession. One should ask that his income be
sufficient and that he earn it appropriately and honourably, without
pain and trouble. Last, the Yaaros Devash adds that this is a good
place for one to ask Hashem for whatever he needs, however trivial
or inconsequential it may be. We must remember that nothing is too
petty to bring to the table. Hashem is our Heavenly Father. A father
puts up with a lot. As long as one prays with sincerity, and as long as
what he requests is reasonable, then, indeed, this is a propitious
time and place to make his request.
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Kinder Torah;

Parashas Haazinu

a

Yesterday Was
Yom Kippur

(15
You shall rejoice on your festival (Suc-

cos)” (Devarim 16:14). “You will be com-
pletely joyous” (Devarim 16:15). Rashi
explains that Hashem assures us that we
will be completely happy on Succos. In
our prayers of the day, we refer to Succos
as z’man simchaseinu (the time of our
happiness). The Rambam writes (Hilchos
Lulav 8:12,14) that we have a mitzvah to
be happy on all of the holidays. How-
ever, on Succos there is an extra measure
of happiness. We see over and over again
that Succos is a time of great happiness.
Why are we so happy on Succos?

Ever since Rosh Chodesh Elul, we have

been intensely working on correcting our
sins by doing teshuva (repentance). The
culmination was Yom Kippur, a day of
tearful fasting and prayer to Hashem to
wipe our slates clean and forgive us of all
of our sins. How we cried, how we
pounded our hearts, how we regretted
every wrong thing that we had ever
done. And then ... the shofar blast. We
are forgiven. Hashem is so kind. He
cleanses our souls and we can begin
anew. What a great feeling.

The Sefer Lekach Tov, quotes several

drashas from our Gedolim which center
on the same point. Who is truly happy?
One who is free of sin. The most intense
happiness in the times of the Beis HaMik-
dash occurred during the Simchas Beis
HaShoeva celebrations during the holiday
of Succos. The Rabbis used to dance and
sing, “Fortunate is the one who does not
sin. And one who sins, let him return and
be forgiven” (Sukkah 53a).
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Kinderlach . . .

i This is something that we can take with us

i throughout the year. Keep in mind that

: intense feeling of happiness that you had
i after Yom Kippur, knowing that your sins
i were forgiven. We all want to avoid hav-
i ing so many sins, so that our teshuva

: process will be easier. Keep one thing in

i mind, kinderlach. Yesterday was Yom Kip-

pur. If we treat every day like the day
after Yom Kippur, then we will surely be
i happier and less likely to sin.

Privilege and
Responsibility

(13
Parashas Haazinu is such a beautiful

parasha, Abba.”

“l agree, Chaim.”

“The words are so poetic. The drashas on
those words are so inspiring. | have just
one question, Abba. What is the theme of
the parasha? What is this beautiful poem
all about?”

“Rabbeinu Bechaye answers your ques-
tion in his introduction to the parasha,
Chaim. Moshe Rabbeinu is condensing all
of world history for Klal Yisrael. He be-
gins with creation, ‘Remember the days
of old...when The Supreme One gave the
nations their inheritance (Devarim 32:7-
8). For Hashem’s portion is His people
[From all of them, He chose only Klal

TR YoM

Yisrael to be His] (32:9). He found them
in a desert land...protected them like the
pupil of His eye [He took us through the

desert, performing miraculous acts of
kindness for forty years] (32:10). Yeshu-
run became fat and kicked [we got accus-
tomed to the easy life and forgot about
Who was providing for us. We rebelled
and angered Him] (32:15). They sacrificed
to demons without power (32:17).” We
left His service and worshipped other
gods. Therefore, we were judged more
harshly than any other nation. When the
son of the King misbehaves, he shames
the Crown and must be disciplined ac-
cordingly. We were sent into golus (exile)
and forced to serve our enemies.

(44
Why were we not destroyed com-

pletely? In order that the nations would
not think that their strength destroyed us.
Yet they persecuted us mercilessly. In the
end of days they will all be judged and
pay for their cruelty, as the verse states,
‘Mine is vengeance and retribution...for
the day of their catastrophe is near...’
(32:35-36). At that time Hashem wiill
recall His Mercy, and He will once again
call us His Nation and His Servants.”

“What a fascinating explanation, Abba. |

now understand that we are a very privi-
leged people. Hashem chose us, Hashem
loves us, and Hashem does kind deeds for
us every moment of every day. However,
this privilege carries with it a responsibil-
ity. We must express our appreciation by
doing His Will. We must serve Him.”
“Chaim, | could not have said it better
myself.”
“Abba, is there one particular aspect of
Avodas Hashem (Serving Hashem) that
the poem focuses upon?”
“As a matter of fact, Chaim, the Ha’amek
Davar addresses your point when he ex-
plains the verse, ‘When | call out the
Name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our
G-d’ (Devarim 32:3). Hashem rules over
Klal Yisrael with hashgacha pratis (personal
supervision). He will move heaven and
earth for our sake, if we merit it. When we
call out to Him, He shows His greatness by
revealing His hashgacha pratis and direct-
ing Heaven and earth to shower us with
blessing. It all begins with us — calling out
His Name.”
“Amazing, Abba. How do we do that?”
“The Torah Temima lists several drashas
from the Gemora, which are the basis for
practical halachos in calling out Hashem’s
Name. We ‘call out His Name’ by bless-
ing Him before learning Torah. When we
answer, ‘Borchu’ in the morning and eve-
ning prayers, we bring greatness to Him.
When we answer, ‘Yehey shmey rabba
mivorach li'olam u’lolmei omaya!’ in the
Kaddish prayer, we bring distinction to
the Almighty. Answering, ‘baruch Hu
u’varuch Shemo’ is another way of bring-
ing Him glory. Of course we all know
that merely saying the words is the very
minimum. The words need to pierce our
hearts and minds with awesome thoughts
of Hashem’s greatness.”
“Wonderful, Abba. | am so inspired! |1 am
going to show the world Hashem’s greatness!”
“Fantastic Chaim! | am so proud of you.
Be’hatzlacha rabba (may you have great
success)!”

¥ Kinderlach . . .

: Parashas Haazinu teaches us so many ye-

sodos (principles) in Avodas Hashem. We

: are His Chosen People, and He loves us

i more than we can ever know. That privi-

: lege carries with it the responsibility of :

being “A kingdom of Kohanim and a holy '

: nation (Shemos 19:6).” A basic and ex- :

i alted way to serve The Almighty is to

: bring greatness to His Holy Name. Our :

prayers contain many opportunities to call

i out to Him. Therefore, Rinderlach, call out :

i to Hashem! Keep Him in your hearts and ~ :

: minds at all times. Demonstrate His :

i Greatness, and the greatness of Klal Yisrael }

%,— His Holy Nation. g

iR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE "
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@ “When I call out the Name of

Hashem, ascribe greatness to our G-d.”
Brochos 22 — “m n19%7 namn no1a% an
129K 7712 AN KPR T oW D Ny, nimn.”’
From where do we know that one makes a
Brocha before learning Torah? We derive it
from the Posuk, “When I call out the Name
of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our G-d.”
However, we do not recite a Brocha after
learning the Torah Hakdosha. Why don’t
we make a Brocha on the completion of this
Mitzvah?

It is well known the words of the
Arizal that through the act of giving
Tzedakah, one creates Sholom — Yeshaya
32:17 “ni7w np1xn nwyn a1’ - for by giving
Tzedakah one brings together the letters of
the Shem Havayah. The Perutah (money)
is Kneged the Yud, the five fingers of the
giver is K'neged the first Heh. The arm of
the giving stretching his arm out to give it
to the poor person is K'neged the Vov, and
the five fingers of the poor person accepting
the Tzedakah is the second Heh. If the
giver is Misorer on his own to give
Tzedakah to the poor, then the letters of the
Shem Havayah are in the proper order.
However, if the giver is not Misorer on his
own to give, but rather waits until the poor
person sticks his hand out, then the letters
of the Shem Hashem will be out of order,
and will be, “n"n1.” First there is a "I, the
poor person sticking out his hand, then
there is the 'n, the hand of the giver, then
the, ", which is the Perutah, and then the 'n,
the hand of the poor person receiving the
money. The Posuk in Yeshaya is telling us
that although it is not the optimal way of
giving Tzedakah, nonetheless, even
Tzedakah given in a manner of n'ni brings
Sholom. The same way that there is a
connection of the letters of the Shem
Havayah during the action of one person
giving his fellow man Tzedakah, so too
there is a connecting of His Name when
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives Tzedakah to
man. When He gives goodness to man, just
like Tzedakah between man and man, here
too there are two types. There are times
that man is not worthy of receiving the
Shefa, Tzedakah, from Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, unless he is Mispalel for it, and sticks
out his hand. In this case it will attach the
letters of the Shem Havayah in the order of,
“a"nl” However, there is a greater level of
receiving Shefa from Hakodosh Boruch Hu,
where Hakodosh Boruch Hu sends it even
before the person asks for it, as it says in
Yeshaya 65:24 “myx axi ' o o’ —
“And it will be before he calls out, and I will
answer.” When this occurs, the letters of
the Shem Havayah is connected in the order
of the Shem Havayah, the way it is written.
This is the reason that the Shem Havayah
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is not recited the way it is written. However,
in the future, the Shem Havayah will be
recited the way it is written, for Le’asid
Lavo, each and every Yid will be on the
exalted level of Hakodosh Boruch Hu giving
them Shefa before they ask for it with their
mouths, and then the Shem Havayah will
always be connected in the order it is
written. We will be Zoche to the Geulah in
the Zechus of Tzedakah — the giving of
Tzedakah in the optimal manner, where the
letters of the Shem Havayah are connected
in the correct order. Midah K'neged Midah,
if we connect the letters correctly,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will connect the
letters correctly when He gives us Shefa.
Shabbos 104b says that Tzedakah is
alluded to in the letters, "7,'A—n"771'mia. The
n1, is the one who is giving, and the n"771s
the poor, the one receiving. In the order of
T"2aK, the giver is before the receiver, which
alludes to the Hisororos coming from the
wealthy person first, while in the order of
"wn (this is where the order of the letters
of the Aleph Bais start from 'm, then 'w
etc..... till the last letter, the 'N) the poor
person acts first. “§xpR "TDw D" — we will be
Zoche to the days where the Shem Havayah
will be “¥jX” called the way it is written,
that will be, “?7a 1an " — when Tzedakah
will be given “912” — “D"771'Mi1"2” — when the
wealthy will always be the first step,
“N'i79x?”  performed L’shem Shomayim.
(n"~n no>1a)

Brochos 22 — “nnn n>1a% n
7712 120 XIPXR T DY D NNIY NN N 1197
1'77x7.” From where do we know that one
makes a Brocha before learning Torah? We
learn it from the Posuk, “When I call out the
Name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our
G-d.” The Bais Yosef in Siman 47 quotes
from a Teshuvas Harashba, that there is no
Brocha Acharonah on a Birchas Hamitzvah,
such as Birchas Hatorah. The Bais Yosef
then goes on to explain that even if a
Birchas Hamitzvah did need a Brocha
Acharonah, Birchas Hatorah still would not
need one, for one is obligated to toil in Torah
day and night — so the Mitzvah is never
complete. The vp7n 72w also brings this
Sevarah of the Bais Yosef. Why do the na
qoi' and the vp7n "aw feel the need to
explain that Birchas Hatorah would not
need a Brocha Acharonah even if Birchas
Hamitzvos needed one — when the Halacha
is clear that a Birchas Hamitzvah does not
have a Brocha Acharonah? While it is true
that Limud Hatorah is a Mitzvah one is
obligated to fulfill, one who learns Torah
also has Hana’ah from it, and has a
sweetness. 1'0 — Yoreh Dei’ah 221:43 — By
Limud Hatorah we do not say that “ nnxn
nna nnnY XY — “That Mitzvos were not
given for Hana’ah.” “2a% nnnwn ninn '\t
'NDR'MT X7 P DX LI7AXK ' TIN%7 110K Ny
N K78 1IN NN INT PNRT DX IRYYT DIXN

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PY' NIV 2 OND'A 501 N2 NdON

DNIN N N NR? nnwa 1017

DTX? nxan qwny’ “Certainly Torah
gladdens the heart, and the proof is that it
is prohibited to learn Torah while one is in
Aveilus, a time that one is not allowed to do
that which brings joy. Being that this is so,
the Mitzvah of Limud Hatorah is not like
other Mitzvos, upon which we say that they
were not given to have pleasure — for Limud
Hatorah provides Hana’ah for man.” We
see from this Taz that there are two reasons
for us to recite a Brocha on Limud Hatorah:
to be Mekayeim the Mitzvah of Limud
Hatorah, and because of the sweetness and
Hana’ah that we have from it. Being that
there is also a Hana’ah by this Mitzvah, it
would also have to follow the guidelines of a
1m0 nd12, for which a Brocha Acharonah
is obligated. This is why the qor n'a and the
o7 "w explain that being that the
Mitzvah is never complete, there is no
Brocha Acharonah. This also explains why
women can make a Brocha on Birchas
Hatorah when they do not have a Mitzvah
of Limud Hatorah, for they are making a
Brocha on the Hana’ah aspect of Limud
Hatorah. Qpy' nivnp)

The short answer to the question
is that it is a Birchas Hamitzvah, and there
is never a Brocha Acharonah on a Birchas
Hamitzvah. However, in addition to the
Torah being an obligation — an obligation of
Limud Hatorah, there is a Hana’ah one
receives from the Torah Hakdosha. One is
allowed to have Hana’ah from Limud
Hatorah, and therefore, in theory one
should have to make a Brocha Acharonah
for the Hana’ah aspect. The answer to that
question is that Limud Hatorah never ends.
One is obligated to learn Torah from when
he wakes up in the morning, until he goes
to sleep at night. By giving Tzedakah one
connects the letters of the Shem Havayah,
and certainly Limud Hatorah connects it as
well. Chazal tell us that the Torah
Hakdosha is really all Names of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, although we may not be able to
see it. Our connecting ourselves to the
Torah Hakdosha, connects us to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. There is a great lesson to be
learned here — if one does not have Hana’ah
from his Limud Hatorah, then he has not
really learned the Torah properly. The
Torah is truly sweet, though one who does
not toil, and work on it, will not be Zoche to
taste that sweetness. It is the most
delectable thing in the world. The great
Yom Tov of Sukkos will be upon us soon.
Chazal tell us that Shabbos and Yom Tov
are there for us to delve into the Torah
Hakdosha. If we were not yet Zoche to taste
the sweetness of the Torah, now is the time
to work on it. If we were already Zoche to
taste the sweetness, now is the time to learn
even more, for it only gets sweeter and
sweeter. May we be Zoche to truly taste the
sweetness of the Torah Hakdosha.
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

D]

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.

The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can
be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.
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PARSH DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

PARSHAS YISRO

015 - MONSEY: Candle Lighting - 4:46 - Shabbos Ends - 549

v',

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

o =

ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH

nnea iy
1270 [2 NI NN
N.2XAN.

LESSONS
LIKUT/

Compilation of Divrei R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Compilation of Divrei Torah R’ Shmuel Gluck

Torah Dvar Torah & (GESIE) R’ Elimelech Biderman (English) (English)

(English & Hebrew) Weekly Yahrzeits (English / Yiddish) (Hebrew / English) *CONTACT INFO®
(English)

2 info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
o
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601

MARKETING DESIGN PRINT | MAIL 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952



info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY A
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



