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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

hazal (Zohar 3:134) say that even a nmn -sD

5>»naw, a Torah in the Aron Hakodesh, needs

Mazel to be chosen and read from among the
others. So too, there are some Pesukim in the Torah
that are Zocheh to widespread knowledge, while others
are mostly in the files of the Baalei Kriah. Netzavim
has some of the famous ones, due to their use in many,
many Drashos and a famous and powerful Niggun. The
topic of the Pasuk is debated by Rishonim, based on
Chazal. ..xn o5 72yn X5 .0 D0Wwa KD DRI mMYnn 1
IMwYS 722521 92 T8RN 7277 THX 2P 0 . Rashi based on
Chazal (Eruvin s55), understands the Mitzvah to be
learning Torah. Ramban and Sforno understand it as
referring to Teshuva. However it may be understood,
the message is: Do not think it is beyond you, too far,
too distant for me to achieve, but rather consider it
within your reach, as close to you as your mouth and
heart. The Pasuk is dealing with a major obstacle that
prevents man from achieving any goal — in Ruchnius or
Gashmius - thoughts of failure in a task that is believed
to be out of his range. I don't have the strength, the
wherewithal to prevail, to see it through, to succeed.
You can do it, Hashem urges us, when it comes to Torah
and Teshuva do not despair.

Let us try to focus on Teshuva. Maybe my thoughts
will be like yours, and hopefully, all of us will benefit.
Is Teshuva so easy? My Machzar is still filled with the
same 1mwx and the same xon 5y that I said last year. I
still have not been able to pencil in an asterisk by some
of them. We will all ask for a mmbw nnwn again, with
maybe only a wishful dream of what it will look like
(see Ramban and Sforno on 30:6 7p>x 11 5m).

Let's regroup. Teshuva has been poorly translated
as “repentance”. Let us learn what the Mabit, in his
classic Sefer Bais Elokim (Shaar Hateshuva 1), teaches.
Teshuva means xonn pin 'n> nanp - getting close to
Hashem after the Aveirah has put us far away, distant
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from where we are supposed to be. Many Sefarim
point this out: xvn creates an iron wall between us and
Hashem. Teshuva accomplishes “A RETURN” - as the
word itself indicates — o1pa wm wn. However, as in
any return, there are levels of closeness and intimacy.
Our movements may be small, but if it is in the right
direction, then it counts as a return. The Mabit does us
a huge favor by encouraging us. In his twelfth Perek, he
teaches that even though Teshuva’s main ingredient is
Xonn n2mn nvan - regret and abandoning the sin, even
if we ONLY DO HALF like the people of Ninveh, who
only stopped doing the Aveiros WITHOUT regretting
them - their Teshuva was accepted and they avoided
their immediate destruction. The Mabit points out that
HALF A TESHUVA IS ALSO TESHUVA, and is not
like wearing a Beged with only 3 mywy. A Teshuva that
is not nmm>w also works - at least for the short run, but
not for long run. See Rabeinu Yona (Shaarei Teshuva
1:9) nMH o Xynn nwn 525 oy — but not forever. See
Bais Halevi Drush 15 who also compares Teshuva
to washing a stain on clothing. The first swipe at the
ketchup on your shirt will remove some of it, but not all
of it. It must be washed - sometimes again and again to
remove it completely.

So there is Teshuva that is not “Shlaimah” and a Teshuva
that is “Shlaimah”, with all the ingredients that even
removes the ingrained inclination towards xon (see
Bais Halevi ibid). But why is Teshuva in fact different
than the Beged with only three cornered Tzitzis, which
is of no merit at all?

Chazal (Nedarim 39b) teach us that Hashem created
seven things BEFORE He created the world. One of the
seven was Teshuva. We wonder, what does the creation
of Teshuva mean if there was no one to do anything
wrong? (See Ran and Maharsha ibid). Rav Yerucham
Levovitz, Mirer Mashgiach (Daas Chochma U’Musar
II:90 Toras Hateshuva) follows the school of the Mabit.

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

My interpretation of what he says is interspersed with
what I heard from my Rebbi, Rav Elya Svei on various
occasions — I think I'm getting it right. The Yesod
Hateshuva is op15x n1p - getting close to Hashem, and
therefore there would be no reason for any Aveiros to
be done. Certainly doing Aveiros makes the distance
we have to cover to get close to Hashem considerably
longer, faraway and remote. So how does a Bassar V'dam,
a Gashmius dominated person, come close to Shechina,
which is totally removed from physicality - mn7 1 px
man. The answer is something that the Sefarim call owyny
- I have no clue how to translate that. What it means
though is that somehow, Hashem allows Himself to
be perceived and experienced by lowly man. We know
that »ro a0 5y 'n 7, that Hashem “lowered” Himself
upon Har Sinai, so that we could somehow “feel close”
to Him; a sensory rendezvous with the Melech Haolam
to leave its imprint on our Neshamos forever. When
Hashem created Teshuva, its creation meant that man —
whose Neshama comes from the Kisay Hakavod - can
return to close to the place where he started from. Rav
Yerucham quotes the Navi Hoshea (5:15) referring to
Klal Yisroel doing Teshuva — nwxan "mipn bx nnwxi mabx
- going back to my first spot. That is why Chazal (Yoma
86a) say that Teshuva reaches the Kisay Hakavod - 1p
Tpx 1. So the creation of Teshuva BEFORE the world
means that somehow, Hashem allowed there to be this
special closeness between man His creator. He allowed
us that intimacy to feel the 10 "> opx nap.

The Mabit (Perek 15) asks why is it that between Rosh
Hashanaand Yom Kippuris the unique time for Teshuva,
even for individuals since ap 103, He is close. Based
on the above, we understand that man’s Teshuva is him
moving towards Hashem, pushing himself, step by step,
Tefilah by Tefilah, Mitzvah by Mitzvah towards the
72371 x03. TRYING TO GET CLOSE, that is Teshuva.
But during the nmwn m mwy, the distance that man
must cover is diminished because Hashem 1301
moves towards him, making that closeness more easily
attainable.

Some Acharonim ask that since Teshuva is a Mitzvah,
why did the Chachamim not create a Beracha before
doing Teshuva (see -1 1"yx mo nran myby pny» ma n"w).
We might suggest that since Teshuva equals o'p1>x nap,
and that any act that brings us closer, anything done to
minimize the distance we have to cover; any and every
good deed we do that will abbreviate the separation
from the One Above is an act of Teshuva. We cannot
say that there is any one good deed that is the Mitzvah
as opposed to any other. There are so many ways for us
to inch ourselves to the road back home. One Chesed,
one smile to someone who needs it - and who doesn’t?
- baking Challah for Shabbos, one heartfelt Tefilah, one
good Bentching leads us to our return trip to where
we belong. When the act of the Mitzvah cannot be
contained into one mynn nwyn, the Chachamim did not

attach a Beracha to it. (This may answer ox1 ax m>> as
well.)

The days of opibx n1p are quickly approaching. The
Torah tells us no matter how far we might find ourselves
- 1mwyb 72251 o1 - and that is the craving of every
Yiddishe Neshama. Let us all go together 725 ynx1 pin to
become the servants of Hashem serving in His palace -
CLOSE - and be Zocheh to all of Hasem’s mywn mana.

Among those ny1w> oaynn

1210 MNNM 12202 12722
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Hashem, your G-d, will circumcise your heart

One evening during Elul in the Bais Midrash of the holy Baal Shem
Tov, the congregation was getting ready for Maariv and the Baal
Shem Tov came in and went to his place but did not open his siddur.
The congregation waited quite a while, until suddenly, the face of the
Tzaddik shone and began the Tefillah. After the Tefillah, his
Chassidim gathered around the Rebbe to hear what happened and
this is what the Tzaddik told them:
In a village there was a young Jew who became distant from the
ways of the Torah and mitzvos until he totally left Judaism and went
to live as a complete goy. He lived like this for thirty years until one
day he happened to find himself in a Jewish village. He saw them all
busy and preparing. When he asked them what was the special
occasion, they told him that we are Jews preparing for a great day
called Yom HaDin [Judgment Day], the day that the Creator created
man and on this day He judges all the creations.
The man was very moved by the answer. When he was young, he
himself used to go with his father for selichos and the davening of
Yomim Noraim. His heart began to pound, and he continued to walk
until he came to the entrance of a shul. When he heard the
congregation begin Maariv, he wanted to join them, but he was
ashamed because he looked like and was dressed like a goy. He went
into the ladies’ section which as empty, opened a siddur and said:
“Ribono shel olam, | know that there is no sinner like me in the
world, but | also know that You are merciful and compassionate!
Accept my Tefillah and forgive me, and from now on | will no longer
sin.”
The pure Tefillah of the Baal Teshuva made a great impression in
Heaven and brought along with it Tefillos that had been waiting for
hundreds of years. The Baal Shem Tov concluded: When | saw the
turbulence caused by the man, | waited. | wanted to daven together
with him, and so we merited that our Tefillos rose with his Tefillah
straight to the Throne of Glory.
When a person wants to repent for his sins and begin to walk on the
straight and good path, it is difficult for him because his heart is
accustomed to sin. So the Torah promises us that if you want to do
Teshuva then, 227 nx P17 'n I' — ‘Hashem, your G-d, will
circumcise your heart’ (30:6), Hashem Yisbarach the foreskin of your
heart and then the path of Teshuva will be much easier, to which
Chazal have said (Shabbos 104a) ‘one who comes to be purified, they
help him’.

- Tiv HaTorah - Nitzavim

—
QO ‘\
English Edition |
R OL &

Nitzavim/Vayeilech |
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‘Be written and sealed for good’ — "na10v nn'nni narnd’
We endured many difficulties trying to register our son for yeshiva
high school. Registration was particularly difficult during Corona,
both from the high school and the elementary school. And how to
take his bechina. Also, | am a father who is not sure of which
yeshiva is right for my son as it has only been 20 years since |
finished yeshiva. Here | must explain that the elementary school
recommended a yeshiva that was not right for my son. | got this
from a close friend who was interested in which yeshiva | was
sending my son, and when he heard, he was not pleased and
suggested a yeshiva more suited for my son. He tried to use his
pull to at least get my son a bechina and acceptance interview.
Eventually, he was able to get my son in literally a few days before
Elul zman, but since it was vacation and the rebbe giving the
bechina was in one city and the mashgiach was in another city,
everything had to be done in one day.

My son prepared himself for the Gemara bechina, and while
travelling to the rebbe, | reviewed the Gemara with him, but my
son was stuck on a long Tosfos and he wanted to focus on it. |
suggested that he review the whole Gemara, but he insisted on
spending the time just on that Tosfos. For 45 minutes he worked
on that Tosfos until we got to the rebbe. Amazingly, the rebbe
questioned him just on that Tosfos which by now he knew quite
well. Then we traveled to the mashgiach for the interview. We
went in his house with a little concern that at the end of the day it
was a little strange that a good student wanted to be accepted at
the last minute, but the protechsia worked for an interview, but
he was still not sure that he would be accepted.

We went into the interview with trembling heart and mouth full
of prayer. The interview had just begun when his son ran into the
living room. He tried to bring his son out, but the boy refused. |
realized that his son is a special needs child and | called his son
over to sit by me. The father was very pleased with my patience
and he asked me my connection to special children. | explained
that | grew up with them as my parents started an organization
for special needs children so my natural connection to them is
different from others who have to learn to associate with them. It
was explained that they had used my parents’ organization and
the interview then began calmly. When we left, my son promised
money to tzedakah with the hope of being accepted to the
yeshiva, this is what he said: “Abba, the moment his son came in
the room and you were joking with him, | understood that Heaven
made this happen so that if there he had a doubt, he no longer
had a doubt and he would accept me.” Baruch Hashem he was
accepted and learns well. .N.D
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For the matter is very close to you
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You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem, your G-d. (29:9)
If you switch the ‘tav’ and the ‘mem’ in the word atem [DNK],
you now have the word emes [nnx] — truth. That is, the Torah is
hinting to us that with the power of truth a person can stand
before Hashem with complete integrity. The Torah is not just
referring to the righteous of the generation, rather, from the
greatest of the generation to the plain populace and it implies
even converts. When the posuk continues D>'0aw DO>'WUXR
72NN 2172 YUK A1 DI'W] DDO0 7RI WK 7D DDMVWI DDIPT
'R ARY TV 'YV 20nn - ‘Your heads, your tribes, your elders,
and your officers, all the men of Israel; your small children, your
women, and your convert who is in the midst of your camp, from
the hewer of your wood to the drawer of your water’, this
excellent trait can apply to any person at any level.
Not only this, but by going by the true light the person becomes
fit to stand before HaKadosh Baruch Hu in judgment. It is
brought down in the Zohar HaKadosh on this posuk, that when it
says ‘hayom’ it is referring to the great and awesome Yom HaDin
— Rosh Hashanah, when all creations stand before the Judge of
the world and pass like sheep, who will merit to be written for
kindness and mercy, and in contrast, whoever is not worthy will
be decreed on him on this day that the trait of judgment will be
meted out against him Rachmana litzlan. By the person
conducting himself in all his ways as if on a balance scale and he
weighs his steps and goes in the light of the trait of truth, he
merits to stand in judgment and he goes out innocent from all
sin to be written in the book of the completely righteous.

The Torah of truth — nnx NN
The Torah reveals to us that the way for a person to go with
truth is by following the commands of the Torah and its mitzvos
which the Torah calls ‘Toras Emes’ — the Torah of truth as it says
(Malachi 2:6), 1'mowa xxn1 X7 D71 N9 AN X NN’
llvn 2'wn DK )70 1wmAal 7w — ‘The Torah of truth
was in his mouth, and injustice was not found on his lips; he
walked with Me in peace and with fairness, and turned many
away from iniquity’. This is why we recite in the Bircas HaTorah
NNX NN 17 M WX - ‘Who gave us the Torah of truth’,
through this we earn 'n>ma yva 0721y "ni' — ‘and implanted
eternal life within us’, this also causes that one mitzvah leads to
another and we can bring others to Teshuva.
The entire blueprint of the Torah are words of truth as it is brought
down in the Gemara ‘like an actual Torah — this are the sections of the
mezuzah that includes all topics of the Torah, whether acceptance of
the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven or the yoke of Torah and mitzvos
(Megillah 16b; see Tosfos to Menachos 32b) and it is brought down in
the Mishna (Berachos 2:2) ‘Why does the passage of ‘Shema’ precede
the parsha of ‘Vehaya im shamoa’? Only so one will first accept upon
himself the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven and afterward accept upon
himself the yoke of mitzvos.” If we fulfill the Torah and mitzvos this way,
we will come to the characteristic of truth which causes him to stand
properly before Hashem.
It is not in Heaven — X'n D'NwA X7

But perhaps the person will say, ‘What do | have to do with this
trait? | am many miles away from the truth like east is from
west.” Therefore, the Torah testifies and says (30:11-14), '
NN K71 AN KIN NX79) X7 DI )IXN DIX QWK DR DIXAN
'...NIN D'"7 72yn X71 ...KIN D'AWA X7 KN - ‘For this mitzvah that
I command you today, it is not hidden from you and it is not
distant. It is not in the heavens... It is not across the sea..’,
rather, 'MIwy? 122721 1'92 T8N N2TN 7R 2N D' - ‘it is very
near to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to perform it.”

T s
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Therefore, a person should not think that he is not at this level, and he
cannot even touch it, for there is nothing in the words of the Torah
that was not given for man to attain and perform, rather, everything
was given for man to attain and he has the ability to do them like the
testimony of the Torah.
Not only in this must we know that there is no holding back from
keeping it, but we can even keep all the words of the Torah and its
laws and commandments. Our main diligence and persistence
involved in the study of Torah is not far from us, the things are actually
very close to us. There is nothing holding us back and there is no valid
reason to hold us back from being involved in Torah at all times,
rather, we can actually fulfill ‘it is very near to you’, and whoever
increases his learning will feel that the Torah is close to him and it is
easy to attain.
But this does not diminish the exalted worth of the holy Torah, to the
extent that the angels wanted it for themselves and they did not let
Moshe Rabeinu bring it down to this world to give it to flesh and blood
people, until he replied as he did and they could not argue with him.
Now, a person cannot say that the Torah is unreachable since the
Torah testifies that it is not in Heaven, rather, he must faithfully know
that it is broader than the earth and wider than the sea and higher
than the highest point and there is no end to its attainability.
However, together with all this the matter is very close to us since the
Torah was not given to the Angels of Servitude, rather, it was
specifically given to people to delve into it and learn novel approaches
and it is in our power and mouths to do this.

For Hashem will not cast off His people — my 'n wivr 7 1D
The Torah is not the only thing called ‘Toras Emes’, but even Am Yisrael which
studies and keeps the Torah are called the Nation of Truth, which lives and
exists forever as it states (Shmuel | 15:29) "jpw' X7 7x @' n¥1 pal' —
‘Moreover, the Eternal One of Israel does not lie’. Israel was promised that
even if they were cursed with all these curses they will still be standing. Rashi
quotes the Midrash Aggadah (29:12) which asks, ‘Why was the passage of
‘Atem nitzavim’ juxtaposed with the curses? Because Israel had heard 98
curses besides the 49 curses in Toras Kohanim. Their faces turned pale and
they said, “Who can bear these?” Moshe began to console them, “You are
standing today”. Although you have caused much anger to the Omnipresent,
He has not made total destruction of you, and behold you exist before Him.’
Despite all the words of rebuke, you continue to live and exist.
Despite Hashem agonizing His nation with a lengthy, heart-pounding rebuke,
but we are still His nation and are strengthened with words of consolation and
encouragement. We were even sworn to that He will never forsake us as it
states (Yeshaya 66:22), nwy X WX NYTNN YIRNI D'UTNN DNYUN TWURD D'
'DdONYI DOYIT Ty' D ' OX1 197 D'y — ‘For just as the new heavens and
the new earth that | will make will endure before Me, the word of Hashem, so
will your offspring and your name endure’. Similarly it states (Shmuel | 12:22)
'DY7 17 DONR NIYYT? "N 7RI D TN MY 1Y 1ny DX N wiot X7 D' - ‘For
Hashem shall not forsake His people for the sake of His great Name, for
Hashem has sworn to make you for a people unto Him.”
We can for ourselves a way of life from these words. If a person is
smitten with an affliction, we must strengthen and encourage him
despite that he is being punished for something in avodas Hashem, for
after the punishment he becomes an upright person who needs
encouragement as Rambam rules (Hilchos Sanhedrin 17:7): One who
sins and is punished reverts to his upright state as it states (Devorim
25:3) 1127 'R n'7721" — ‘and your brother will be degraded in your
eyes’ — the Gemara (Makkos 23a) ‘once he has been flogged he is like
your brother’. Just as Hashem consoled and encouraged His nation
with many words and He showers us with love when we repent, as it
says (30:9-10) '7x 'n 7172 ynwn D 2107 'Y wiv? 'noaw D' -
‘when Hashem will return to rejoice over you for good when you listen
to the voice of Hashem, your G-d.”
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Nitzavim - Vayelech 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Incredible Connection between the Parshiyos of Nitzavim and Vayeilech

Wonderful Advice from Ezra HaSofer
on How to End the Year and Its Curses

In honor of the upcoming Shabbas Kodesh, it is appropriate
to establish a connection between the two parshiyos we will
read this Shabbas—Nitzavim and Vayeilech. We will begin
with the opening passuk of parshas Nitzavim (Devarim 29, 9):
03U BO7PT DAY DOMWRT TIUPYR ‘11 187 BOYID BT maR) nnN”
"oxawe wR Yos—you are standing today, all of you, before
Hashem, your G-d: Your heads, your tribes, your elders
and your officers—all the men of Yisrael. Citing the Midrash
(Tanchuma 1), Rashi comments:

Why was the passage beginning "nvax: ony” juxtaposed
with the klalos (curses)? Because Yisrael had heard one
hundred klalos minus two, besides the forty-nine in Toras
Kohanim (sefer Vayikra). Their faces turned pallid and
they said, “Who can bear these?” Moshe began to console
them, "mvn maws onk”—“You are standing here today.”
Although you have caused much anger to the Omnipresent,
nevertheless He has not annihilated you; and behold, you
exist before Him.

The commentaries find this perplexing. If Yisrael angered
HKB”H with their iniquities to the point that they were deserving
of the klalos, then why weren’t they punished appropriately
as promised by HKB”H in the Torah? Furthermore, it seems
implausible that Moshe Rabeinu would have consoled them by
telling them not to be concerned about these punishments.

Let the Year End Along with Its Curses

We will begin by explanating Moshe Rabeinu’s words of
consolation. We have learned in the Gemara (Megillah 31b)
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that Ezra HaSofer arranged for Yisrael to read the klalos in
parshas Bechukosai prior to Chag HaShavuos and the klalos in
parshas Ki Savo prior to Rosh HaShanah. His rationale was: 12"
"R mwn nyonw—so that the year would end along with
its curses. (The Gemara there explains that Chag HaShavuos

is also a type of New Year.)

Note that in both instances, a parsha is interposed between
the klalos and the respective New Year. Bamidbar is always
read immediately prior to Chag HaShavuos, and Nitzavim is
always read immediately prior to Rosh HaShanah. Tosafos

explain the reason for this practice (ibid.):

We want to interrupt by reading a parsha that doesn’t
discuss curses at all one Shabbas prior to Rosh HaShanah,
so as not to associate (juxtapose) the curses with the new
year; for this same reason, we read parshas Bamidbar
prior to Shavuos—so as not to associate (juxtapose) the
curses in parshas Bechukosai with Shavuos. Accordingly,
the Shulchan Aruch states (0.C. 428, 4): We always read
parshas Bamidbar prior to Shavuos ... and Nitzavim prior
to Rosh HaShanah.

In this essay, we will endeavor to explain why Ezra HaSofer
felt it necessary to interpose the parshiyos of Bamidbar and
Nitzavim between the two sets of klalos and each respective
Rosh HaShanah. To do so, we will explain how reading each
set of klalos accomplishes the goal of: “Let the year end along

with its curses.”
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“Fortunate is the man whom G-d afflicts
and whom You teach from Your Torah”

To explain the matter, let us refer to the eloquent words
of David HaMelech (Tehillim 94, 12): a" m1oon qwK =231 MWK’
"avn ninni—fortunate is the man whom G-d afflicts, and
whom You teach from Your Torah. The holy master, Rabbi
Yehoshua of Belz, zy”a, explains that with this pronouncement,
David HaMelech is teaching us how to protect ourselves from
suffering and affliction. As the Gemara explains (Berachos 5a):
"ER YW PRy Pprann e —suffering purges man’s iniquities.
Additionally, we have learned in the Gemara (Menachos 110a):
19°R3 WK N71IN3 PO 991, ARWUM 20pn 19RD NNV nAIn2 pon B
"awR ampri—anyone who studies the Torah of the Chatas, it is
considered as if he actually brought a Chatas-offering; and
anyone who studies the Torah of the Asham, it is considered
as if he actually brought an Asham-offering.

In the same way, if a Jew reads the passages of the
“tochachos” in the Torah with fear and reverence of Hashem,
and understands that he truly deserves these punishments due
to his actions, it is considered as if he actually received them
and is no longer subject to them. In this light, let us interpret
the words of David HaMelech: “Fortunate is the man whom
G-d afflicts”—in order to provide atonement for his iniquities.
Then, he suggests the best way to receive these afflictions:
“And whom You teach from Your Torah”—you should
subject yourself to the afflictions depicted in the “tochachos,”
by studying those passages in the Torah, so that it will be
considered as if you actually suffered them.

We can now appreciate the wisdom of Ezra HaSofer. He
arranged for Yisrael to read the klalos in parshas Bechukosai
prior to Chag HaShavuos and the klalos in parshas Ki Savo prior
to Rosh HaShanah: “So that the year should end along with
its curses.” This is precisely what our master, Rabbi Yehoshua
of Belz, advised; we should read the passages of the “tochachos”
with the sincere intent of fulfilling the principle that anyone
who studies the passage of the punishments in the Torabh, it is
considered as if he received those punishments.

Asimilar explanation is found in the Tiferes Shlomo (Ki Savo):
We can propose a rationale for reading the “tochachah” at
this time, to accomplish the goal of “let the year end along
with its curses,” in keeping with the principle of (Hoshea
14, 3): “Let our lips substitute for bulls.” Thus, if a negative

Shvilei Pinches

decree has been issued, chas v’'shalom, we have fulfilled
our obligation by reading these words (these passages). As
a consequence, they will all turn into blessings.

At this juncture, it appears that we can explain the matter
of the two parshiyos—Bamidbar and Nitzavim—that are
interposed between the klalos and the holidays of Shavuos
and Rosh HaShanah. While it is true that studying the Torah-
portion related to a particular korban is considered tantamount
to actually having offered that korban; nevertheless, we have
a fundamental principle that even someone who brings a
korban for atonement still has to perform teshuvah. The
Rambam expresses this fact as follows (Hilchos Teshuvah 1, 1):
Similarly, those who bring sin offerings (“chataot”) or guilt
offerings (“ashamot”), when they bring their sacrifices for
their inadvertent or willful transgressions, their korbanos
will not atone for their sins until they perform teshuvah.

Thus, we learn that when we read the klalos in parshas
Bechukosai and parshas Ki Savo—using “our lips to substitute
for bulls”—we must also include the process of teshuvah.
However, it is sometimes difficult to coordinate our teshuvah
properly with the reading of the “tochachah.” Therefore, our
blessed sages added a parsha after the each of the sets of
klalos to provide us with an additional week to accomplish this
feat prior to Chag HaShavuos and Rosh HaShanah. Thus, by
performing proper teshuvah in conjunction with reciting the
klalos, we can truly accomplish the goal of: “Let the year end
along with its klalos”—and on Rosh HaShanah: “Let the year
begin along with its Berachos.”

Let us add a precious point. As explained, parshas Nitzavim
acts as a barrier separating the body of curses from Rosh
HaShanah.
states explicitly in the parsha that the mitzvah of teshuvah is
the tikun for the klalos (Devarim 28, 15): %172 yawn RY ax mm”
IN3T P TINR MDIR TWR PRI PANER Yo nx ey ey pebs n
e ARt nYYen Yo 7vy—but it will be that if you do not
listen to the voice of Hashem, your G-d, to keep, to perform

It is the fitting choice for this purpose, since it

all of His mitzvos and all of His decrees that I command
you today, then all these klalos will come upon you and
overtake you. It is precisely for this reason that HKB”H chose
to interpose parshas Nitzavim between parshas Ki Savo and
Rosh HaShanah, because it mentions the mitzvah of teshuvah
which atones for the klalos.

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Nitzavim - Vayelech 5780 | 2

OO



Moshe Rabeinu Consoled Them
in the Parsha of "n1°n o’axa onx”

We can now rejoice for we can begin to comprehend the
profundity of Chazal’s words cited by Rashi: Why was the
passage beginning "z ax: onx” juxtaposed with the klalos
(curses)? Because Yisrael had heard one hundred klalos
minus two, besides the forty-nine in Toras Kohanim (sefer
Vayikra). Their faces turned pallid and they said, “Who can
bear these?” Moshe began to console them, "1 ovag1 anR"—
“You are standing here today.” Although you have caused
much anger to the Omnipresent, nevertheless He has not
annihilated you; and behold, you exist before Him.

Let us provide an explanation in keeping with our current
discussion. Moshe Rabeinu convinced them that by reading
and studying the Torah, they can protect themselves from
the klalos. For, as explained, anyone who studies the passage
of the afflictions and punishments is considered as if he was
subjected to the afflictions and punishments. For this reason,
HKB”H arranged the parshiyos such that parshas Nitzavim
interrupts between the klalos and Rosh HaShanah, allowing
Yisrael to complete the process of teshuvah in conjunction with

the reading of the passage that was in parshas Ki Savo.

The Midrash intimates this with the words: Moshe began to
console them by saying, «nrn o’axi onx». He was instructing
them to pay attention to the order of the parshiyos. He wanted
them to recognize that HKB”H interposed the parsha of onx»
«orn oaxa between the klalos in parshas Ki Savo and Rosh
HaShanah to enable them to save themselves from actual
suffering by reading the klalos in conjunction with teshuvah.
In the merit of the two, “you are standing here today,” alive

and well!

Let us add a tidbit based on another Midrash (Koheles
Rabbasi 1, 12): “You are standing today.” This should have
been the beginning of the sefer; however, there is no early or
late in the Torah—i.e. the Torah is not written in chronological
order. This Midrash informs us that parshas Nitzavim actually
belongs at the beginning of sefer Devarim. As explained,
however, HKB”H placed it toward the end of sefer Devarim for

Yisrael’s benefit, to separate the klalos from Rosh HaShanah.
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“Before Havaya your Elokim” Gives Precedence to
Midas HaRachamim over Midas HaDin

Following this glorious path, we will now focus on the two
divine names mentioned in this passuk: ms%1> @1 @22y any”
"mo'pYx ‘1 11mv—you are standing today before Havaya, your
Elokim. We will rely on the explanation of the holy master,
Rabbi Yischar Dov of Belz, zy”a, regarding Rashi’'s comment
(Bereishis 1, 1): The opening passuk of the Torah employs the
name Elokim rather than Havaya; this indicates that the Creator
initially intended to create the world based on the midah of
“din” He foresaw, however, that the world could not survive
based on this strict standard. Therefore, He preferentially
partnered the midah of “rachamim” with the midah of “din.”
This partnership and preference for “midas harachamim” are
evident in the passuk (ibid. 2, 4): "@»mw1 yax 2P 11 nwy ora.
Note that in this passuk both divine names are employed, but
the name of “rachamim” precedes the name of “din.”

He explains Rashi’s comment based on an idea from his
father, the esteemed Mahari, zy”a: It is possible to protect
oneself from the actual enforcement of “din” by reading the
Torah in conjunction with an attitude of fear and reverence of
Hashem. This then is the interpretation of Rashi’s comment:
At first, He thought to create it (the world) with “midas
hadin”—such that if man were to commit an aveirah, he
have to suffer the consequences with an actual punishment;
however, He saw that the world could not survive—because
the inclination of man’s heart from his youth is evil and his
tolerance for suffering is limited; He gave preference to
“midas harachamim” and joined it with “midas hadin”—
thus, man would not have to receive an actual punishment.
Instead, he could study the passage of the “tochachos,” adopt
an attitude of fear and reverence of Hashem, and have it be
considered as if he had actually received the punishment. This
is the significance of that which is written: “On the day of
Hashem'’s, Elokim’s, making of earth and heavens—this
passuk teaches us that HKB”H uses these two names to manage
the world.
harachamim,” HKB”H views the study of the passage of the

With the name Havaya, representing “midas

“tochachos” as if they were actually enforced. Whereas with
the name Elokim, representing “midas hadin,” HKB"H does
actually mete out punishment, chas v’shalom, to a person who
neglects to study the passage of the “tochachos” and adopt an
attitude of fear and reverence of Hashem.
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The Name Havaya Is Mentioned
26 Times in the Tochachah

[tiswith great pleasure that we will now introduce a question
posed in the responsa of the Radbaz. Why do we find words
of consolation in the klalos of parshas Bechukosai and none in
parshas Ki Savo? In Bechukosali, it states (Vayikra 26, 42): »n=sr1”
LTIDTR PRI DTN BITNAN D NN NT PR 202 AR OR3PV NS NN
"R93 7Y RTYsY RonYYa RY1DIN0NR KY D1AYIR YRS DN1°a AR DA AR1
YARR DRIR ONRXIT TWR DO2IWRT 0913 DY ANt5T ,DTEYR T AN 0D BnN
"1 1R RYPYRY oY N1 oan avyY aeaen — Hashem proclaims that
He will recall His covenant with the Avos, and that even while
they are in exile, He will not despise them, annihilate them or
annul His covenant with them. In stark contrast, no similar
words of consolation are found in parshas Ki Savo. The Radbaz
responds as follows:

M5 ,YINT UR K210 00 1 Yw mibhpa mara nans: XY nk vann e’

9 ANTIW 11711 7803 AYNRYE 1T AYRY (21N Mmpina or Sw nivbpa

71001 P10 PRY ,0TEa onarw 8 130 %5 NWNa3 Than AN PR 05, panY

Ly memanna R TR Yriny ovanan B namn a7 ow 1e e Ry
ST A Tana Y PRT,T0890 1T Y (10— 21R) 117

First, he points out that this question is asked in the Zohar.
Then, he says that words of consolation are unnecessary in
parshas Ki Savo, because they are inherent in the “tochachah”
itself. Examination of the text reveals that almost every passuk
mentions the name Havaya, the name that reflects divine mercy.
This in itself is the greatest consolation imaginable.

Now, the Radbaz’s comment that nearly every passuk
mentions the name Havaya isn’t to be taken literally. There
are many pesukim in the “tochachah” that do not mention the
name Havaya. So, we must suggest that he is merely pointing
out that the name Havaya appears frequently in the text of
the “tochachah.”
68) points out that the name Havaya appears 26 times in the

In reality, the Ba’al HaTurim (Devarim 28,

“tochachah”: There are 26 mentions of the divine name in
the “tochachah” corresponding to the 26 mentions of the
divine name in Shemoneh Esreh, excluding the one in the
berachah of the “minim” (against heretics and slanderers).

In the sefer Yosef Tehillos on Tehillim (Mizmor 60), authored
by the Chida, he presents an incredible fact in the name of the
sefer Lev Aryeh (Vayeilech, 1), authored by the phenomenal
“darshan,” Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib. In the klalos recorded
in parshas Ki Savo, the name n"m—which has a numerical
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equivalent of 26—appears 26 times. Twenty-six times twenty-
six equals 676—the numerical value of the word n"y=, meaning
misfortune. In other words, the 26 mentions of the name 111
are intended to counteract the misfortunes and the curses
enumerated in the passage of the “tochachah.”

The Lev Aryeh adds the following fantastic allusion based on
the passuk (Tehillim 34,20): ”m 125222 2515101 P22 NP1 N127"—many
are the misfortunes of the tzaddik, but Havaya will rescue
him from all of them. Here is the homiletic interpretation of
the passuk: "p»2 nipa maa"—the curses--n"ya —attributed to
the tzaddik, Moshe Rabeinu, are many; nevertheless, avisn1’
" 1uy*—the name of Hashem, 11”11, specifically, which appears
26 times in the “tochachah,” will spare us from all of the curses
and misfortunes (the n"wa—which has a numerical equivalent
of 26 times 26).

Based on our current discussion, we can explain why the
name Havaya is mentioned 26 times in the passage of these
klalos. Itis alluding to the lesson we learned from the creation,
when HKB”H gave preference to the name Havaya over the name
Elokim; it is highlighting the power of “midas harachamim.” In
that merit, we are able to save ourselves from the actual klalos
by reading the passage of the klalos while adopting an attitude
of “yiras Hashem.” Thus, it is considered as if we actually

received the punishment of the curses.

The Incredible Consolation of
“You are standing today”

Clearly, the passage of klalos had a profound effect on Yisrael;
they were shocked, frightened and distraught. To console them,
Moshe Rabeinu informed them: a5 pox 't 218 no715 ot pYax onr”
-you are standing (“nitzavim”) here today before Hashem,
your Elokim.” In other words, the fact that HKB”H interposed
parshas Nitzavim between the klalos and Rosh HaShanah
demonstrates that HKB”H does not want to actually punish you.
His desire is for you to study the passages of the “tochachos” and
to be aroused to have true “yirah” of Hashem. He substantiates
this claim by mentioning the two divine names—Havaya and
Elokim—with which HKB”H created the world. Since “midas
harachamim” takes precedence over “midas hadin,” He does not
have to actually punish Yisrael.

Now,  would like to present to our royal audience something
that I explained several years ago. It is the prevalent minhag

g
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throughout the Jewish world to recite from Rosh Chodesh Elul
until Shemini Atzeres, twice daily, the psalm (Tehillim 27): 115"
myw IR 'n—Dby David, Havaya is my light and my salvation.
According to the siddur of the Arizal, this practice is very
powerful and auspicious:

Anyone who recites Mizmor 27--"131 »yw» *1I8 11 11—
from Rosh Chodesh Elul until after Simchas Torah, evening
and morning, daily, is assured that he will live out his
years in a good, pleasing fashion . . . it nullifies all of the
harsh, evil decrees issued against him . . . because from
Rosh Chodesh, the 13 sources from the “13 attributes of
rachamim” are opened; they are revealed and illuminate
down below... Therefore, this psalm contains 13 mentions
of the name Havaya.

In keeping with our current discussion, we can add the
following insight. As explained, Ezra HaSofer instituted the
reading of parshas Ki Savo prior to Rosh HaShanah, so that
the year would end along with its curses. It was instituted to
recite "pw R 1 11y” twice daily from Rosh Chodesh Elul until
Shemini Atzeres for the same reason. For, reciting this psalm—
in which the name n"11 is mentioned thirteen times—twice
daily, gives us a total of 26 mentions of the name "1, Once
again, this is the same number of times the name n"m appears
in the “tochachah,” which has the numerical equivalent of the
word n"y1. Therefore, reciting this mizmor twice a day also has
the power to cancel out all the evil decrees, the n"y=, depicted
in the “tochachah,” as mentioned in the siddur of the Arizal.

Moshe Rabeinu Went to the Beis Midrash

We will now demonstrate how this incredible idea relates to
parshas Vayeilech, which we read this year together with parshas
Nitzavim. Both of them separate the klalos of Ki Savo from
Rosh HaShanah. Parshas Vayeilech opens as follows (Devarim
31, 1): "oxaws Y3 HR mYNm @737 AR 1311 nwn 9r'—Moshe went
and spoke these words to all of Yisrael. The Targum YoNasan
interprets this passuk as: "Raa%1x na 1ownb nwn yr"—Moshe went
to the Beis Midrash. What is he teaching us?

The holy master, the Maharid of Belz, zy”a, explains that
Moshe Rabeinu proceeded to rebuke Bnei Yisrael before passing
away. He wished to show them that the ultimate goal is to
rectify everything through Torah-study—in particular through
the study of the passages of the “tochachos” in conjunction with

Shvilei Pincles

“yiras Hashem.” By doing so, it would be considered as if they
had actually received all of their due punishments.

This is the implication of the passuk: nx =231 nwn 9o
"Ry AR @2 Yo, According to the interpretation of the
Targum YoNasan, Moshe went to rebuke Yisrael in the Beis
Midrash, because that is the place designated for Torah-study.
He was intimating to them that by studying Torah and fearing
and revering Hashem, they would not have to actually receive
the punishments listed previously. Their Torah-study would
serve as a substitute and a tikun for all their iniquities.

Itis worthwhile mentioning the incredible practice of the holy
Admor, the Maharid of Belz, zy”a, connected to this matter. On
parshas Bechukosai and parshas Ki Savo, it was his custom to go
the Beis Midrash on Friday to review the parsha twice with the
actual text and once with the targum. In this manner, he fulfilled
and reenacted: "Raa7Ix nva 1ownY awn Yik"—Moshe going to the
Beis Midrash to mitigate the forces of “din” from Yisrael.

The “beis” of n>wx7'1 as Opposed
to the “Aleph” of »o1'x

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, I would
like to add a tasty tidbit concerning the interpretation of the
Targum YoNasan: "Xaa%1x noa 1ownb nwn bR, We will refer to a
fascinating passage in the Midrash (B.R. 1, 10):

For twenty-six generations, the “aleph” protested to
HKB”H. She said to Him: “Master of the Universe, I am
the first of the letters, and yet You did not create Your
universe with me.” HKB”H answered her: “The universe
and everything in it was only created in the merit of the
Torah, as it states (Mishlei 3, 19): ‘Hashem established the
earth with chochmah, etc. Tomorrow, I will come to give
the Torah on Sinai, and I will not open except with you, as

it states (Shemos 20, 2): ‘I (*=28) am Hashem your G-d.”

In Imrei Shefer, the brilliant Rabbi Shlomo Kluger is puzzled
by this passage because of what we find in another Midrash (B.R.
ibid.): Why was the universe created with the letter “beis”?
Because it connotes berachah (7512). And why not with the
letter “aleph”? Because it connotes cursedness (f17117x). So,
HKB”H said: Thus, I am creating it with the connotation of
berachah; hopefully it will endure. This Midrash explains

quite clearly that HKB”H began creation with the letter “beis”
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of mwx=a and not with the letter “aleph,” because “aleph” is
associated with 21X (cursedness), while “beis” is associated
with 372 (blessing). If so, why did HKB”H begin the Aseres
HaDibros at Sinai with the letter “aleph” of »srx?

He answers that albeit the letter “aleph” is associated with
the notion of being cursed -- =118 — nevertheless, with the
power of the kedushah of the Torah, it is possible to transform
even a curse into a berachah. This explains very nicely why at
the time of creation, before the giving of the Torah, HKB”H did
not wish to begin creation with the letter “aleph” — alluding
to the notion of =X, For, at that point in history, the power
of the Torah was not yet available to transform a curse into a
berachah. After the Torah was given to Yisrael, however, HKB”H
opened with the letter “aleph” of *sx — alluding to the fact that
with the power of the Torah, it would be possible to transform
even something that is cursed into something that is blessed.
These are his enlightening words.

This agrees very nicely with an elucidation in the Gemara
regarding the letters of the “aleph-Beis” (Shabbas 105a): a"9x"
"maaq'9R - n"2a — the letters “aleph-Beis” allude to the two words

Wz

mra 9. Rashi explains: "mmin 1mb” — these first two letters
of the Hebrew alphabet allude to the study of Torah. Based on
what we have just discussed, the Gemara is teaching us that
the study of Torah has the phenomenal power to transform the
letter “aleph” of the word =1x into the letter “beis” of the word
7172, We can postulate that this is why the Gemara refers to the
place of Torah-study as w==nrn n"3; this name alludes to the fact
that the Torah studied there possesses the power to transform

all of the klalos into the letter “beis” of 717"a.

This illuminates for us the message conveyed by the Targum
YoNasan: "Naa%ix n°a 1owny nwn 91x1"—Moshe went to the Beis
Midrash, which in Aramaic is called "xaa%1x n»a”. In keeping
with this discussion, we can suggest that he was alluding to the
amazing power of the Beis Midrash, where Torah is studied.
It transforms the "Naa%x"—the letter “aleph” which alludes
to =R (cursedness)—into the letter “beit,” which alludes
to berachah. This then is the significance of the name ns”
"xan91k—the place where the letter “aleph” is transformed into
the letter “beis” to mitigate the forces of “din” and to promote

all types of berachah.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he Midrash (Devarim 9:6) describes that Hashem used

the word Hein when telling Moshe Rabbeinu that he

will die, Hein Korvu Yomecho. Moshe Rabbeinu asked
Hashem if it is fair to use that word, which Moshe Rabbeinu
used to praise Hashem when he said, Hein Lashem Elokecho
Hashomaim Ushmei Hashomaim. Hashem responded: while
that is true, he also used the word negatively when he said
Hein Lo Ya’aminu Bi, that Klal Yisroel won’t believe that
Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to take Klal Yisroel out of
Mitzrayim.

The Midrash explains Hashem’s response with the following
expression, Shochein Ro Ro’e Es Hanichnosos,V’eino Ro’e Es
Hayotzos. A bad neighbor notices the profits that come into
the house but not the expenses that go out of the house.
Many people will look at a businessman and quickly label him

as rich because he made a huge sale, unconcerned with the
costs associated with the sale and the percentage of profit,
and whether a lot or a little will be left for the businessman.

More importantly, when we interact with friends and
relatives, we focus on what we do right and overlook what
we have done wrong, expecting them to appreciate us more
than our overall actions deserve. Even more important is to
avoid approaching the Yomim Noraim confident of all that we
have done well during the year without also considering what
we may have done wrong. Many people focus on Mitzvohs,
oversimplifying the bad that we do. It’s no different than a
businessman who only considers the sales numbers without
his expenses. Eventually, he’ll go bankrupt.

Leaving Your Comfort Zone Behind

e often speak of people needing to feel safe in
W their comfort zones. Some people are more willing

than others to leave that zone to help others, to
become better people, or even just to make a lot of money.
Others are less willing to go out of their comfort zone and
often pay for it with a lack of success in their lives.

Although today's article focuses on people

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

need for gadgets (such as expensive phones) that he resorts
to stealing. He is not a thief by nature. He just can’t imagine
not having the things that he needs to be comfortable. Stealing
does not take him out of his comfort zone, not having a phone
does.

Another person | know needs quiet and
insists that the spouse is not “allowed” in

unwilling to go out of their comfort zone, ”Tl’.””f don't see the world many rooms of the house because it makes

it must be mentioned that the comfort ;¢ s nffects them, rather the first person nervous. The need to stay
b

zone component is only one piece leading completely within the person's comfort

to the examples mentioned in this article. t[\,ev see how t[»e'/ CAn zone blinds that person from seeing others

That’s because insisting on protecting one’s ﬂffECt the Warla( autsia{z as also having a legitimate right to live

comfort zone to an extreme is closely happily in their own home.

related to being self-absorbed, possibly aft[wm. "

narcissistic. They are one big unhappy

family supporting each other in their quest

to cause a person to live his or her life in an unhealthy and
unrewarding manner.

| know many people who have no tolerance to go out of their
comfort zone and they react in extreme ways to get back
into their “happy place”. One person | know has such a strong

People have many different comfort zones,

some of which they are unaware of. Some
people will go out of their comfort zone in some areas but
ferociously cling to their security blanket in many other areas.
Therefore, | want to describe the different comfort zones that
we have so we can prepare ourselves when we are asked to
confront them.
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People should not consider any comfort zone to be an
inalienable right. Everything, for the right reasons, should be
negotiable. Without the ability to go out of one’s comfort
zone, a person can’t be a team player or a leader. Both require
a person to constantly say,““l can do that, no problem”.

We have all experienced an incident where one of them has to
wake up at 4:00am and it’s always the same person who rises
to the challenge. That person also wants to sleep. He just
sees personal comfort as a privilege, almost optional,
not an inherent right. An incident took place in my home.
| mentioned it to three of my children.All three, on their own,
responded, “| would just stay up all night and take care of it”.

| always find it frustrating that someone is unable to adjust
to waking up |5 minutes earlier than they are accustomed to
because it’s “too hard for them”.While it is inconvenient, the
inability is less physical and more of a “wall” built around the
new expectation.

Those that regularly go out of their comfort zones are not
people that need less sleep or that can easily skip a meal.
They are the people who see their small piece of the world as
their responsibility. They don't see the world as it affects
them, rather they see how they can affect the world
outside of them.

While acknowledging that some people require more sleep,
can’t miss meals, and have a limited amount of strength or
stamina, many limitations are the result of their not grasping
the need, or responsibility, whether physical or moral, to go
out of their comfort zone. They just don’t see their piece of
the world as being their problem.

Why won’t they grasp the need? There are two types of
people who can’t imagine going out of their comfort zone.
Some people are like that from birth. They truly can’t function
without an above average amount of needs.They may be truly
limited and even if they go out of their comfort zone it would
be for limited spurts. Often, when this is the case, they are
apologetic to their spouse and children and try to compensate
in other ways. They realize their deficiency and feel bad for it.

For others, it is not a product of their nature but the result of
their being nurtured like that from a very young age.They may
have been coddled as children and they may have been told
that, “It’'s not their problem”.“It” means anything that doesn’t
directly affect them or can be blamed or pushed off to others.
It’s also possible that they were taken advantage of and are
dedicating their lives to even out the mistreatment (perceived
or real) that they suffered at the hands of others.

Years later, as a parent, they still can’t imagine being expected
to do anything which makes them uncomfortable.When this
is the case, they are offended that they are being asked to
do something they don’t want to do.Additionally, they expect
others, who are already doing more than their share, to take

on their responsibilities without hurting their feelings by first
asking them to contribute.

| do need to add a disclaimer. Going out of people’s comfort
zone makes people feel good, a form of motivation which is
generally a positive one.Exceptions are when people undertake
more than they should and become frustrated at others either
because they are overly tired or because they like doing things
that give them an opportunity to go into martyr-mode.

In addition to physical and financial discomfort, there is another
area that requires people to leave their comfort zone which is
more challenging and there are fewer “takers” for it.Yet, it’s as
important as the more commonly accepted ones.

Some people find it difficult to acknowledge needing other
people.Therefore, they won’t ask for favors and, when they do,
they won’t acknowledge a favor is being done for them.While
they will easily go out of their physical comfort zone they can’t
go out of their emotional needs zone.

Other people can’t acknowledge caring about someone or
something because of a fear that it will not be reciprocated.As
a result, they present themselves as if they don’t care, giving
up on a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to repair a damaged
relationship.

Many people believe that they are willing to leave their comfort
zone when it’s not entirely true.They will list off the times that
it comes easy to them, yet allow themselves to stay clear in
their comfort zone when it would be more meaningful to go
out of it.

While this message is important for each day of our lives,
during the Yomim Noraim and the following Yom Tovim we
will be in Shul for long periods of time, mingling with family,
and be asked to help around the house more than usual. All
of this, and more, will require us to go far out of our comfort
zone. Do so and do it graciously.

TheVillage Leadership Expedition (V.L.E.),
Areivim’s newest program, is a therapeutic
wilderness program that services teenage
boys and young adults in a safe, structured,
positive and supportive environment.The

Village accommodates teenagers whose
behavior is deemed “out of control” by
parents and community leaders. If you or
someone you know could benefit from this
program, please call 845-371-2760.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Netzavim- Rosh Hashanah -
The Process of Growth Begins With One Moment
By David Gurwitz

Chazal tell us impact us all the time: olam, world or place; shanah, time; and nefesh, soul. It
makes sense that Rosh Hashanah, the shoresh of the year that follows, relates to all three in the
following fascinating way via gematria.

The gematria of Rosh Hashanah (time), Bais Hamikdosh (place), and Nishmas Kol Chai (soul;
plus the three words) each equals 861. What can we learn from this? What is the deep
significance of the number 861 in terms of making sustainable and deep changes in our lives?

I wrote last year about the words which begin Tehillim 27, “Hashem ori veyishi,” and the relation
to Rosh Hashanah and the idea of rebirth. We say at the outset of davening on Rosh Hashanah
that “today is the birthday of the world.” The Torah says at the beginning of this week’s parsha,
"Atem nitzavim hayom - You are standing here 'today,” which Chazal tell us refers to Rosh
Hashanah.

In that sense, Rosh Hashanah has a feminine aspect that combines with the idea of malchus,
crowning Hashem. The word malchus, interestingly, contains the word melech and then ends
with the letters Vov and Sof. This indicates a feminine aspect as well. We have discussed that
the values of binah and Elul are equal. On Rosh Hashanah, Hashem “built” Chava, which the
Torah describes as “vayiven.” Chazal tell us that woman'’s intuition was being built into Chava’s
“building” from Adam'’s rib.

According to the Gemara, a woman becomes a mother after 40 days of the growth of a fetus,
Therefore, the day afterwards, day 41, is the value of Alef Mem, spelling aim, mother. The
Hebrew word for if is also spelled Alef Mem. What is the connection between mother and if?
Mothers take the “av,” the fatherly source, the Alef-Bais, the beginning of all beginnings, and
they open all possibilities - “if this, if that.” They are the fulcrum, the source of change.

Therefore, the connection to 861 is as follows: When we add one plus two plus three, up to 41,
the value of mother, the total is 861. Rosh Hashanah represents not just a starting point, when
the entire universes goes back to that one moment of great light and tzimtzum before it can
expand again, but, also, Rosh Hashanah represents what it takes to make that beginning, that
rebirth, have a kiyum, a lasting effect, one step at a time. We "mother” each new habit by giving
birth and nurturing the new entity called our “changed self.”

The ability to change for the better, one step at a time, is indicated in the beginning of Tehillim
27. How? The first letters of the words L’Dovid Hashem Ori - Lamed (30), Yud (10) and Alef (1)
- also add up to 41.
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Now we can understand why, through Rosh Hashanah, the birthday of the world, and of Adam,
who was “born” then, Chazal tell us that we, the offspring of Adam, can give birth to any new
habit - i.e., doing teshuvah, starting a new project, stopping an old habit (or habits) - by taking
on a start date and then continuing for 41 days after the original starting point. It took me 41
days to learn Yiddish and to stop reading newspapers. We can do this any time, any place, and
better our soul every time we do so.

As we stand ready and desirous to want to change to be better, we should know that we are also
giving birth to our “new” and improved selves every time we commit to change, which does not
have to be on Rosh Hashanah. This turns all days of the year into potential mini-Rosh Hashanahs
and opportunities to mamlich Hashem. How? We actually say, "Modeh ani lefonecha,” and then
melech, every morning upon awakening. We can start with the idea of creating change every
new day.

Rosh Hashanah and Parshas Nitzavim also share something else - the same Tehillim, kappitel
81, “Lamnatzeiach al hagitis le’osof,” which is related to Rosh Hashanah, since it says the
following in pesukim 4 and 5:"Tiku bachodesh shofar bakeseh leyom chageinu ki chok I’Yisroel
hu mishpat I’Eilokei Yaakov - Blow the shofar at the full moon on the day of the veiling of the
moon for the day of our festival, for there is statute for Yisroel, and the G-d of Yaakov sits in
judgment.” Chazal tell us that the only Torah festival at the beginning of the month is Rosh
Hashanah.

Perhaps because of this incredible power of change - one of the meanings of Rosh Hashanah is
Rosh Hashinei, the start of change - there are some seemingly obvious contradictions and
guestions about this day.

What kind of festival would include sitting in judgment, yet dressing beautifully, eating, and
wishing each other a good year? We are not in shul all day and we are guardedly confident. What
other festival has to be alluded to and shrouded in the veiling of the moon? What other festival
is called two words which are a contradiction, since “rosh” means head or new, while shanah
means repeat? How do we introduce newness to a seemingly repeated pattern of behavior?

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l provides insight in explaining these pesukim for this kappitel:
"The day of the new moon is called keseh, from the word kisah, to cover, to veil. The eclipsing
of the New Moon on Rosh Hashanah is quite appropriate to the purpose of the day: namely, to
recall to our minds our task to strive upwards and to return to the light. The word keseh can also
mean throne, and therefore might also refer to Rosh Hashanah as the day of Enthronement, the
day on which we should think of Hashem as sitting upon the throne of His world sovereignty, as
it is described in the section on Rosh Hashanah called Malchiyos. Therefore, Rosh Hashanah is
but an exalted Rosh Chodesh.”

Verse 6 says that "He had appointed it in Yosef as a testimony, when he left the land of
Mitzrayim."” Rav Hirsch explains that "the name Yosef refers to the Jewish people to emulate him
by being faithful to the spiritual and moral truth and purity of its calling even in the midst of
foreign nations and despite constant association with alien influences.”

Everything that will happen in the world and to us is decreed on Rosh Hashanah. What an
opportunity we are given! We have a blank slate to write ourselves into the Book of Life.
Therefore, if we can plan properly, and if we can ready ourselves in advance, with some quiet
reflection, thought and preparation, to value every minute of the 48 hours of the two days of
Rosh Hashanah that we will soon experience (since every minute contains some part of the
coming year), then, be’ezras Hashem, we can become like Yosef, who was freed from his prison
on Rosh Hashanah, to become the closest person to the King.
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Parashas Nitzavim-Vayeilech
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And you will return unto Hashem. (30:2)

Teshuvah means return. One returns to his source, his
beginning, from where it all began, so that he can start over again
and repair what requires restoration. This is not consistent with the
objective of society, which focuses on the future, ignoring the past.
What happened, happened. Forget about it. Move on. What society
ignores is the dross which envelops us. Unless we expunge it, it
accompanies us wherever we go. Focus on “Why? “Where? How did
it all start?” A pathologist searches for the sources, the aetiology.
Teshuvah is a pathology, searching for the beginning, “Why? How?
Where did it all begin?” Once he has researched the source, the
penitent has the opportunity to map out and begin his journey
home.

A German Jew from the city of Danzig came to the saintly
Horav Pinchas Koritzer, zl, to seek counsel concerning his daughter
who had suddenly lost her eyesight. He had travelled to the greatest
doctors, to no avail. No medical reason explained her sudden
blindness. The holy Rebbe said, “She is unable to see, because her
father does not see. Her illness has been passed on to her from the
previous generation. The man looked at the Rebbe in surprise.
“Rebbe, my eyesight is perfect. | do not even need glasses,” he said.
The Rebbe explained, “One who is truly blind is the sinner. The Navi
Yeshayah says, Am iveir v’einayim yeish; ‘The people are blind,
though they have eyes’ (Yeshayah 43:8). The Mishnah (Sotah 1:8)
teaches, ‘Shimshon followed his eyes, therefore, the Philistines
pierced his eyes.”” The Rebbe concluded that the danger of loss of
vision was imminent to every member of his family who stared at
him. Although the man had assimilated into western culture, he still
remembered his Orthodox upbringing. He began to weep profusely,
knowing quite well that the Rebbe’s admonishment was warranted.
He promised to change his ways. Upon returning home, he changed
his home to observe the laws of kashrus, and Shabbos observance
became his family’s way of life. Shortly thereafter, his daughter’s
eyesight returned.

The penitent must open his eyes and take a penetrating
look into the contrast between who he had been and who he has
become. The variance should impel him to search for a way to
return, but, until he expunges the spiritual smut that envelops him,
he will just carry it around. When he performs teshuvah gemurah,
complete repentance, he can expect it to disappear. Teshuvah
achieves something unlike no other purifying agent, as indicated by
the following story.

A boy was having difficulty participating in class, mostly
because he was almost never present. He was extremely wild and,
as a result, he was “invited” by his rebbe to leave the classroom
since his unruliness was having a detrimental effect on everyone. His
parents had tried everything, from different rebbeim, to transferring
him to another school, to educational and psychological specialists,
all to no avail. Finally, they were referred to a rebbe who claimed
that he could help, but it would take time. How long? It would
depend on their son. What did they have to lose? He had already hit
rock bottom.

Their son arrived at the new rebbe’s office with a smirk on
his face, manifesting his usual attitude. The rebbe sat him down and
said, “As far as | am concerned, | will commence my teaching
obligation only when you decide that you are prepared to learn. In
other words, you will have no learning until you decide that you are
ready. At the end of each day that no learning occurs, | will bang a
nail into my wall. The boy laughed at the offer. The next day, he
showed up and smirked, paid his respects to the rebbe, whom he
thought was strange (after all, what rebbe would not demand that
his student learn?) and went along his merry way. At the end of the
day, true to his word, the rebbe banged nail number one into the
wall. This continued daily: no pressure; no learning; another nail.
Week after week, the boy came to “school,” checked in, refused to
learn, and earned another nail in the wall each day.

It took an entire year for the rebbe to wear the boy down.
Everyone needs a challenge. When the parents/rebbe challenge a
recalcitrant child, he will often rebel, fight back, actively or passively,
but he will do something negative to demonstrate his reluctance to
allow anyone to dominate him. This boy could not accept the fact
that no one was challenging him. As he was about to celebrate his
one-year anniversary of doing nothing, he took one long look at the
nail-studded wall; all 365 nails were in perfect sequence, and the
stark realisation of one wasted year hit him squarely in the eyes. He
broke down in tears. The amount of learning he could have
achieved, the year of Torah that he had lost, began to penetrate his
mind, his heart, his psyche. He wept and wept, and, when he was
finished, he told the rebbe, “l am now ready to learn.”

The boy and the rebbe studied every day, all day, because
the boy had to make up for all the time that he had needlessly
wasted. At the end of every day, the rebbe took his claw hammer
and yanked one nail out of the wall. This continued for an entire
year, until all of the nails had been dislodged. It should have been a
joyous first anniversary. After all, all the nails were gone. The boy
took a look at the wall and, once again, as he had one year earlier,
he began to cry. The rebbe looked at the scene and asked, “Why are
you crying?” The boy looked up at his rebbe and, with great
remorse, replied, “I am crying because now | have a wall with 365
holes in it.”

Every hole cannot be filled; the void remains once the nail
is removed. Every blemish leaves a mark, a taint, a deformity. Not so
with teshuvah. Not only does teshuvah remove the “nails,” but it
also fills the holes; it builds a new wall. The Mesillas Yesharim writes
(Perek 4), “Truthfully, how can a person repair what he has
corrupted when the sin has already been committed?
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If someone has murdered his fellow or committed adultery,
how can he remedy the matter? Can he remove the performed deed
from existence? The Attribute of Mercy tempers the Attribute of
Strict Justice, however, and it catalyses a reversal: first, by granting
the sinner time to repent; second, by exacting a punishment that is
not too severe; and finally, by offering the opportunity for
repentance, purely out of Hashem’s kindness.” Teshuvah fills the
holes.
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1 have placed life and death before you, blessing and curse; and you
shall choose life. (30:19)

One would think that choosing life is a decision that
requires little to no mental effort. Why would the Torah exhort us to
choose life? This question has inspired much commentary.
Obviously, the meaning of “life” in Torah-speak is different than the
mundane, physical existence to which many have become
accustomed. Furthermore, as Horav Moshe Feinstein, zl, observes,
the Torah implores us to choose life, so that our children will live.
The message is clear: the decision we make for ourselves affects our
families. What our children will be in twenty years, their demeanour
— moral, ethical and spiritual — will be on us. Our decision to live
properly determines whether they will live.

After reading an inspiring article by Rav Yehudah Adler, zl, |
was very moved. He penned this article while he was a patient in the
oncology department. He was in tremendous pain, suffering from
the effects of his rapidly progressing disease. He was a kollel fellow
who took great satisfaction from his avodas Hashem, service to the
Almighty. He spent the day learning, after arising early in the
morning to daven k’vasikin, at sunrise.

Rav Adler writes that, at first, when he confronted his
dread diagnosis, he was emotionally broken. A young man with a
young family, the last thing on his mind was his mortality. Hashem,
however, has a way of reminding us of our transitoriness. Rav
Yehudah was emotionally devastated. Why did he deserve this? He
was trying so hard to rise early to daven with exceptional kavanah,
devotion. He did not waste time from his learning. His spiritual life
was soaring, and now this. Suddenly, he came upon a revelation
which changed his outlook and gave him the strength to confront his
pain and mortality.

The answer to his questions was simple. He was not doing
Hashem a favour. It was quite the other way around. He wondered
why Hashem made it so difficult for him to learn, to daven, to think
clearly. It was because Hashem does not need us to serve Him at our
convenience. He wants us to serve Him the way He decides. One
might counter, “I could do much better and much more, if | were not
in pain.” Well, Hashem wants you to serve Him as you are — now! He
has enough members of Klal Yisrael who serve Him amid good
health, wealth and satisfaction, etc. He wants to see how you daven
when you are in pain, with an IV in your arm. How you manage to go
to shul when it is hard to walk, to breathe, to stand. He knows that
you are unable to rise from your bed, go to kollel/ and learn all day.
He wants to see how you will learn in bed, hooked up to all the
monitors. This is the meaning of fulfilling ratzon Hashem, the will of
G-d. We serve Him on His terms.

Many of us think that after we have had a good day —
davened, learned, gave tzedakah, reached out to our fellow — we
deserve a big thank you; Hashem is in our debt. After all, we
extended ourselves. Wrong! Hashem has many people who serve
Him. He wants you to serve Him — not as a favour, but because it is
His will. If He makes it easy for you, i.e. great health, economics, no
family issues, life is going your way, then you owe Him for allowing
you to serve Him in comfort.

Hashem is exceedingly kind to us. When we survive
troubles, we should express our gratitude with boundless joy. Horav

Yechezkel Abramsky, zI, said the following to his talmidim, students:
“Let us open the siddur to see how we are supposed to daven. We
begin with Mah Tovu, ‘How goodly are Your tents,” and continue
with Vaani b’rov Chasdecha, ‘As for me, with Your abundant
kindness.” Is this correct? Hashem’s kindness? Go to the dormitory
and see how many are still sleeping. ‘But | came to Shacharis early,
you claim. ‘I deserve a big thank you.” It should say, b’rov chasdi,
‘with my kindness’”’! Rav Abramsky stopped for a moment to allow
his question to sink in, and then he said, “Go to the hospital and
pass between the beds and see how many would give their last
penny away just to get up from their bed. How many cannot go to
shul? This is why we say, b’rov Chasdecha, ‘with Your abundant
kindness.””

We owe Him everything, and as soon as we realise and
acknowledge this verity, our plea of Zachreinu I’chaim, “Remember
us for life,” will have so much more meaning.

Vayeilech
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But I will surely have concealed My face on that day. (31:18)

Hashem will conceal His Presence from us. Indeed, many
times Jews feel that Hashem has “disappeared” from their lives.
They should know that the Almighty is always present. At times,
however, He conceals Himself, making it that much more difficult for
us to perceive Him. This only means that we must look harder. Why
does the Torah repeat itself — hasteir astir, double concealment?
Concealment, by its very definition, is absolute. Something is either
hidden, or it is not. If one can easily locate it, it is not really
concealed. Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, explains that this
concealment is unique, in that Hashem will conceal the actual hester
panim, concealment. People will experience troubles, adversity,
economic havoc, unexplained iliness. Do they attribute it to Hashem,
or do they “blame” everyone and everything, while refusing to stop
and think that Hashem might be communicating with them?

Finding fault in everything but the true Source of the
adversity is our way of avoiding the truth: Hashem is speaking to us,
warning us that enough is enough. It is time to change. Hashem will
conceal the concealment. He will not make it obvious for us to sense
that He is manipulating the circumstances that affect our tefillah,
prayer, and teshuvah, repentance, so that we own up to our faults
and do something to counteract them.

A231 3TRR AR AN T Avn 2P TINAN QY 22w T awh bR 7 TARM
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Hashem said to Moshe, “Behold, you will lie with your forefathers,
but this people will arise and stray after the gods of the nations of the
land... and they will forsake Me and annul the covenant that I formed
with them... I will distance them and make Myself oblivious to them.
So now, write this song for yourselves and teach it to Bnei Yisrael.
(31:16,18,19)

The above pasukim paint a stark picture of the spiritual
deterioration that will occur in the period following Moshe
Rabbeinu’s petirah, passing. While it did not happen immediately,
the dynamics that led to the nation’s freefall from their igra ramah,
spiritually-elevated perch, to a bira amikta, nadir of depravity, were
apparent. During certain moments in history — even in the last two
hundred years, leading up to the present — we have observed an
acute distancing from positive spiritual activity. For many,
assimilation has almost become a way of life. Within the observant
camp, a spiritual tug of war has ensued between those who are
committed to strengthening Torah study and mitzvah observance
and those who seek to “open up” Orthodoxy and water it down to
the letter of the Law. (The latter have rejected the spirit of the Law
and the accompanying traditions and customs, which are not only
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considered law, but have maintained our spiritual integrity
throughout the generations.)

While this situation is certainly depressing, we have hope. |
qguote a vignette, a conversation that took place between Horav
Shlomo Lorincz, zl, and the Brisker Rav, zl. Rav Lorincz lamented the
reality (60 years ago) of the nation’s spiritual degradation; the
Brisker Rav assuaged him with hope. Rav Lorincz was a distinguished
Torah activist, who represented Agudah Israel in the Knesset. He
came to the Brisker Rav depressed and dejected, following the
defeat of a bill that he had worked on for a while that was almost
certain to pass. It did not. Despite all assurances to the contrary, his
bill prohibiting the raising of davar acheir, pigs, failed. He poured out
his heart over the low spiritual state of the country, and his fears
that they had not yet reached rock-bottom. It would get worse.

The Brisker Rav said, “Let me teach you a lesson in
Chumash in the manner that | used to teach my sons. He opened a
Chumash and read from Devarim (31:16), ‘And Hashem said to
Moshe, “You will (now) lie with your forefathers, but this people will
arise and stray after the gods of the nations of the land.” Speaking in
Yiddish, the Rav explained, “To stray after the gods of the nations of
the land does not mean that they would not daven Shacharis. It
means that they literally worshipped idols. If that were not (bad)
enough, the pasuk continues, And they will forsake Me. This does
not mean that they would not daven Minchah; it means that they
will not even serve Me (Hashem)... And if this were not enough, the
pasuk continues, and annul the covenant that | formed with them.
This does not mean that they would not daven Maariv; it means that
they did not perform circumcision. And it concludes with the words,
| will distance them and make Myself oblivious to them.

“Nu,” the Brisker Rav said, raising his eyes, “I am certain
that you will agree that the situation described here is much worse
than the one you just described, but let us continue learning: ‘So
now, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to Bnei Yisrael...
Torah study is the antidote for all spiritual deterioration, even idol
worship and the abandonment of Bris Milah. It will return Hashem’s
People to Him. All that we are relegated to do is take care of
teaching it to Bnei Yisrael. In that case, you have no reason to
despair.”

What is it about studying Torah that literally transforms a
person? | write this Isru Chag Shavuous, the Yom Tov dedicated to
Torah. Due to the various restrictions, the majority of minyanim
were held outdoors. After davening vasikin in a large tent, | was
walking home and passed my gentile neighbour who was outside
enjoying the early morning air. While he is well aware that his Jewish
neighbours attend prayer services in the synagogue, he never
realised what this meant until he observed us davening outdoors,
across from his house. | explained to him what had taken place
during the night, how fifty men and many young boys had studied
Torah together. He, of course, did not understand the concept of
studying a book as part of a religious service. He asked me, “Rabbi,
what is so special about this book?” | told him that this Book was the
word of G-d, and, through it, the Almighty speaks to us. “In other
words,” | said, “we are not simply studying a book. We are listening
to the Almighty speak to us.”

This is what Torah study does for a Jew. It affords him the
opportunity to listen to Hashem. When a person listens to Hashem,
the experience is transformative. Obviously, the degree of listening,
and the depths of comprehension, will determine the change that
will transpire. Teshuvah stories abound which demonstrate the
amazing spiritual regeneration that ensues within the person who
commits to teshuvah. We have varied understandings of the
meaning of teshuvah and what one must endure in order to
succeed. |, therefore, have selected the following vignette, which is
both timely and illuminating.

Horav Naftali Ropshitzer, zI, was one of the first Admorim.
He was learning in his room one day when Zevulun, a member of the

Jewish community, came to him, obviously very distraught. “Rebbe, |
cannot live with myself any longer. | have committed numerous
transgressions, a number of which are very serious. Rebbe, | must
know what to do in order to repent to expunge these aveiros, sins.”
With that, he presented a list of sins that were quite egregious. (We
must underscore that many people in those times [mid-eighteenth
century] did not have the luxury of a yeshivah education, and they
suffered from economic hardship, as well as the influence of a
society that was antagonistic to religious observance.)

The Rebbe reviewed the list and declared, “There is no
question. For such sins, there is only one resolution. You must forfeit
your life! There is just no other way.” With a tear-filled voice,
Zevulun accepted his fate. “It is better that | die having received
Hashem'’s forgiveness than to live the life of a sinner. | want to leave
this world with a clean neshamah, soul.”

“If so, then we can proceed with your teshuvah ritual. | will
prepare the molten lead that will be poured down your throat. This
will serve as the process that expunges all of your sins.”

Zevulun nodded in agreement. He was prepared to die if
that is what it would take to purify his soul. As soon as the lead had
melted, Rav Naftali laid Zevulin down on the bed, tied him up and
blindfolded his eyes. “Now, my dear friend, recite Viduy, Confession,
in preparation for your death.”

Zevulun recited Viduy and declared, “Rebbe, | am ready. |
feel good that | will leave this world as | entered it — pure.” “If so,”
the Rebbe said, “Open your mouth.” Zevulun opened his mouth,
prepared for the searing pain of burning lead to melt his innards.
Instead, he received the shock of his life. Instead of hot molten lead
being poured down his throat, the Rebbe had poured sweet honey
down his throat!

“Do you think that the Almighty really wanted me to take
your life?” the Rebbe asked. “Chas v’shalom, Heaven forbid! When a
person commits such grave sins that warrant his death, do you think
that Hashem wants him to die? Absolutely not! Hashem wants him
to live. All the Almighty asks of us is remorse, a broken heart.
Forgiveness is not about death; it is about life with contrition. When
| saw how deeply pained your heart was, how much you really
regretted your sinful behaviour, to the point that you were prepared
to renege on your life, | realised how utterly broken you were.
Therefore, | had nothing to do. You had already achieved
forgiveness.”

Zevulun never forgot the day that he received a new lease
on life. He changed his past life’s trajectory and became a serious
penitent, wholly committed to mitzvah observance. All Hashem asks
of us is spiritual integrity, not a manifestation of religious observance
solely for the purpose of impressing others. The only One we have to
impress is Hashem.

Va’ani Tefillah

7% 1 2R
Mei’olam kivinu Lach.
(As long as we can remember)
We have always hoped for You.

The fact that we continue to hope for salvation, despite
having survived some of the most difficult periods in history, is in
and of itself one of the greatest chassadim, kindnesses, bestowed
upon us by Hashem. We have maintained tikvah, hope, amidst
challenge and adversity. Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, notes that the
words tikvah and kivinu both find their origin in the word kav, which
means a piece of string or rope, which binds/attaches two objects.
This is the meaning of hope: connection. As long as one knows that
he is firmly anchored in place, the winds that blow him all over will
not prevail in blowing him away. He is connected. This is the
underlying meaning of mei’olam kivinu Lach: Throughout history we
have maintained an unbroken and undiminished attachment to
Hashem via our unswerving hope that He would respond to our
sincere prayers, even when the outlook has appeared tenuous and
hopeless. A Jew should never give up hope.
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The Crucial Ingredient for Unity
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“You are standing today,
all of you, before Hashem, your G-d: the
heads of your tribes, your elders and your
officers — all the men of Yisroel.” The Posuk
seems to be repetitive, as it says, “Dd7” —
“All of you,” and then the Posuk ends by
saying, “/nwr wx 'D.” We already know
from D>7> that the Torah is speaking to all
of Klal Yisroel. Why does there need to be
a double Loshon?

“% 7m T aR” are the Roshei
Taivos, “719x%.” This is a Remez that the first
Teshuva a person does must be that he is
sad for the pain that he causes the
Shechina. There needs to be that
connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that we
feel the pain of the Shechina, especially
because we caused it. In the month of Elul,
we must work on our connection to the
Shechina, so that we are in pain because the
Shechina is in pain. As we say in Selichos
on the second day, “nX ,n1'nn I9W7 DTIAR
M7 27 9o DR 19”7 — “United in
distress to pour out supplication; before
their G-d they pour out a heart full of
anguish.” This means that they pour out a
heart full of anguish over their causing
Tza’ar, anguish, to Hashem, their G-d.
They seek to appease their G-d, as there is
a part within them that is their G-d. Eichah
2:19 “1 19 ndnn ,727 nmd Dovw” — “Pour out
your heart like water, in the Presence of the
Lord,” this as well means to pour out your
heart for the pain and anguish you caused
the Shechina. This is the preparation
needed for the Yom Hadin. There is a
Remez to this in the words of the Posuk,
“p>'@7x "7 197 D175 DI'N Dfaxa DnX” — ‘i’ —
the Zohar Hakodosh says that the word
“pIn” refers to Rosh Hashanah. Each and
every person is going to stand in judgment
before Hakodosh Boruch Hu for his sullying
the part within himself that is G-dly, as the
Neshama is a part of Hashem, and for the
great pain and anguish that we caused the
Shechina due to our actions. What is the
key to our being successful in judgment?
We need to remember that each and every
Yid has within him a part of Hashem, and
being that we all have a part of Hashem
within us, that connects all of us. We must
be like one entity coming before Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. “p2%” — You must all come
together, “7xw' Wk 79” — each and every
person from Klal Yisroel, for by doing so it
will be Meorer within us that we are one, as
we all have a part of Hakodosh Boruch Hu
within us. As it says in the Tana D’vei
Eliyahu, “ 170 197 nMnixi 197 'vapnn bnwd
DNIX MYX X NiN'70” — Hakodosh Boruch Hu
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says, “When they (Klal Yisroel) gather
together in front of Me, and they say the
order of the Selichos, I will answer them.”
Meaning that if Klal Yisroel go before
Hakodosh Boruch Hu and they recognize in
their hearts the anguish and
embarrassment they caused the Shechina,
Chas V’sholom, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu
will immediately answer — He will accept
their Tefilos. As Chazal tell us — why were
the early ones Zoche to be answered on their
Tefilos — the reason was because they were
nwa Y79nn, the Davened with the Shem.
This means that they Davened for the
Kovod of Hashem, for they sought to bring
Kovod to Hashem, and were sorry for their
bringing Tza’ar to the Shechina. This is a
true advice for one who seeks to have a
Zechus on the Yom Hadin. (?xinw nxon)

Chazal say that Klal Yisroel are
judged during the day of Rosh Hashanah,
while all of the other nations of the world
are judged the night of Rosh Hashanah.
The reason for this can be understood with
a Moshol. There was once a king who sent
his minister to one of his provinces to tell
the people that they should come visit the
king. The poor people were to travel first to
the king. They did not have much food to
prepare for the trip, and they certainly did
not have much to offer as a gift to the king.
The rich people were to go last. They would
need time to prepare food for their trip, as
well as prepare a distinguished gift for the
king. The nations of the world do not have
anything to offer the Ribbono Shel Olam.
They are the poor people. Therefore, they
are judged immediately as Rosh Hashanah
commences. On the other hand, Klal
Yisroel have much to offer the Ribbono Shel
Olam. They have worked the entire Elul to
improve their Middos and perform more
Mitzvos. Klal Yisroel present the Tefilos
that the Chachomim were Mesaken, of
Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros. Klal
Yisroel is the nation that understands the
Teruos, the sounds of the Shofar. Through
the sounds of the Shofar that they blow on
Rosh Hashanah, they are Mesaken all of
the worlds. They give many precious gifts to
the Ribbono Shel Olam and the Ribbono
Shel Olam gives them a little more time to
present those gifts, as they have until the
day of Rosh Hashanah. (in"sx n1Tx)

The Torah is saying that even if
one person in Klal Yisroel were standing
there, it would be considered as each and
every one was standing there, for each one
of Klal Yisroel is like the entire Klal Yisroel.
“X 1w R '72” — Through each and every Yid
in Klal Yisroel, it was as if the entire Klal
Yisroel was there. At Arvos Moav, Klal
Yisroel accepted upon themselves Arvus,
that each Yid is responsible for the other
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one. Until that time, Klal Yisroel were not
considered as one unit, rather each and
every person was judged as an individual.
However, once they accepted upon
themselves Arvus, each Yid being a
guarantor for the others, from then on they
were considered as one. “'T nnaa vy
7’ — Being that you sealed a Bris
regarding Arvus, you are all considered like
one. One should not think that being part
of this Bris is bad for him, for if one sins all
would be punished, for being one is actually
good for Klal Yisroel, for being that all are
like one, one Tzaddik could protect all of
Klal Yisroel. (\ow mnx)

It says in the Yalkut that when
will Klal Yisroel be standing in front of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu? It will be when they
are united as one. Achdus is a crucial
ingredient to the success of Klal Yisroel.
When individuals think that they are
greater than others, that they are closer to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, there cannot be true
Achdus. Achdus can only reign when all of
Klal Yisroel are equal, and not that one is
greater than the other. This way one is not
jealous of the other, rather all are content
to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu to the best of
his ability. The Torah is telling us here that
although there were positions of Klal
Yisroel that were filled — judges, leaders,
etc.... nonetheless, “2nwr wx 75”7 — all need
to know that they are all equally dear to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and one must not be
jealous of another. (*7n91 nun)

The Torah 1is teaching wus
something fundamental to our very
existence, and how we can be victorious in
judgment during the Yomim Nora’im. We
must recognize that within each and every
one of us is a part of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
Our Neshomos were taken from beneath
the Kisai Hakovod, and infused with a
Ruach from Hakodosh Boruch Hu. If we
realize that we all have a part of us that is
from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then we will see
each other as one.

There needs to be Achdus amongst
Klal Yisroel, as we all have a part of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu within us. More
importantly, we must recognize that as long
as we are in Golus, the part of us that is
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is in Golus, as well as
the Shechina. We must be Mispalel for the
pain our sins caused to our Neshama and to
the Shechina. We must not be self-centered
and think about ourselves, rather we must
think about the terrible damage our sins
cause, and how we must make amends for
them. May we be Zoche to bring a Nachas
Ruach to our Neshomos and to the
Shechina, and in doing so, be Zoche to a
N0 AMNMINENATMD.
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THE EVOLVEMENT OF LOVING HASHEM DURING ELLUL

When one thinks about Elul, thoughts of fear, anxiety, Day of Judgment and awesomeness take over the mind. Well, at
least that was how it used to be in the olden days. It is fair to say that even then, Elul did not bring about in most people's
minds thoughts of love. The Baal Haturim alludes to the contrary. In the passuk Nanx? qUIT 127 NN DR PR DN
q©91 %211 7227 922 'n NN he writes that the acronym of 12% nxi 1122 NN spell the letters of 919X. In the month of Elul one
can experience the circumcision of the heart which will then allow the love of Hashem to overwhelm you with all your
heart and soul.

What does it mean to love Hashem and how does one attain that love. Firstly, we must tell you what love is not according
to the Torah perspective. It is not the description of the secular culture which uses expressions as "Love at first sight" or
"falling in love". As | always understood, the term "falling" as something foreboding and a movement prone to causing
injuries. The "love" fostered by the culture is shallow and external, a fling, a fly by night and not lasting. In short it is an
empty meaningless word. Torah's definition is another world entirely. The word for love is nanX which contains the root
word 1N to give. As Rav Dessler ztl writes one develops love for another by giving of himself and self sacrifice to benefit
others. By such conduct one becomes TnX one with another, as the gematriah of nanN suggests by sharing the same
numerical value of TNN. One's love for somebody becomes deeper the more he gives, and not the reverse that he is
motivated to give because he is in love.

Our society makes us want to believe that everything has become instant; instant coffee, instant relief, instant upgrade,
instant millionaire, and instant love. The Torah teaches to the contrary. When Yitzchak Avinu married Rivka the Torah
relates that he brought her into his mother's tent nanx'l and he loved her. Rav Samshon Hirsch comments here that we
find the divine definition of love that it only develops after the marriage. Before the marriage love as in most cases is self
centered and concerns loving yourself not the other person. Marriage is made in order for you to get what you need and
not necessarily to fulfill the deficiencies of one's spouse. Only after one lives with someone else and he works on refining
of his middos of giving and sacrificing for a spouse, can he or she truly begin loving and bonding to become one.

Take the world love. You will find in its letters the word evolve! This sets straight the wrong notion that love just happens
spontaneously and bells suddenly start ringing. Utter nonsense! Love is a process through many adjustments and
refinements in character traits, and appreciation and respect of your life partner's strengths. It therefore requires time
and will never come instantly. It is the appreciation and knowledge of the tikkun hamiddos and self denial that one spouse
yields for the benefit of the other that creates an ever increasing stronger bond and union between the two. Love must
evolve and if it doesn't then it is not true love but rather a quick fix that has no lasting power. Divorces are rampant
because one requires patience for love to work its tapestry in the hearts of newly weds and unfortunately in our instant
culture, who even has an extra few minutes to spare.

So is true in our relationship with Hashem. The difference is that we have a natural love to Hashem because we possess a
neshama which is "a part of Him as He gave us life which emerged through His internal breath". The only task placed upon
us is to allow for that inner essential love to emerge and surface in order to involve even our body in the love relationship
with Hashem. Our love to Hashem from the aspect of our neshama is a constant 24/7, unknowingly to us. By performing
mitzvos and learning Torah, we bring that hidden love into the open and into our consciousness. This development of our
love to Hashem is also a process and conditioning. With personal development one can remove the foreskin of his heart
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which blocks the light of the neshama from entering in it and will allow one to derive emotional deveikus and geshmak in
the Torah Yiddishkeit Experience.

If one involves himself with his neshama, the process of loving Hashem will for sure also evolve. If you choose to ignore
your neshama, you will amount to what they call in Yiddish a gorenit a nothing of real substance (the same letters as to
ignore).

The month of Elul is the month of 7 1171 7177 12N of forging the love relationship with Hashem. To infuse passion into your
relationship with Hashem one must be able to "pass" on things of this material world that will distract or compromise
your essential love with Hashem. That is why the word passion has its four first letters spelling the word pass. If we let
ourselves become indulgent with our physical pleasures and cannot pass over them when they interfere with our spiritual
goals and ambitions, we will lose the love and passion in the service of Hashem.

Avraham, the founder father of our nation, was called Avraham Haivri (Bereishis 14,13). Many interpretations are given
by the meforshim for the reason Avraham merited this title of mau. We suggest that it is from the word 12Iv to pass.
Avraham was willing to sacrifice and pass up on everything that he loved, for the sake of coming closer to Hashem. Even
his son Yitzchak, who was to be the future father of Am Yisrael, Avraham was willing to sacrifice because of his love to
Hashem. That is why Hashem loved him to the point of making his descendants a special nation of Hashem with a destiny
that is shared by no one else.

That is the reason why we find that Potifar's wife called Yosef Ivri when describing Yosef's alleged attack on her (Bereishis
39,17). Deep down she realized however, the great tzaddik he really was during the entire year in which she tried to
seduce him daily and yet he adamantly refused. In her derogatory description of Yosef, there laid the concealed admiration
of his incredible discipline and character that he harnessed the strength to pass over this final seduction of hers and run
out from the house without sinning. She alone recognized his greatness that earned him the title of mav.

The night of the Seder in Mitzrayim Hashem passed over the houses of His nation and they were not smitten along with
the Egyptians. Pesach which describes the passing over of Hashem, saved the Yidden from death and made them into a
spiritual nation with a grand mission. That is why we, as Hashem's nation, also have the ability to reciprocate Hashem's
Pass Over with our passing over the captivations and lures of the yetzer hara which will endanger our attainment of the
lofty spirituality that is placed upon us. Yetzias Mitzrayim must be remembered every day as it stirs and inspires us with
the resolve to PASS, when we are offered the enticing temptations of the evil forces.

The parsha writes (Devarim 29,28) n%1v TV 122271 127 NI122101 12'P7K 'N? NINNDIN. We can interpret the passuk thus. Our love
for Hashem which is hidden and doesn't reveal itself with the fire, enthuthiasm and geshmak from avodas Hashem is only
known to Hashem. however in this month of Elul when Hashem removes the foreskin over our hearts it becomes revealed
and contagious to the outside, to our children and surroundings affecting them as well to serve Hashem with fervor and
simcah. 12117 921 'n NN N2NKY VAT 227 NREAA? NN PR D 901. The acronym of 12312%1122 Ni221n1 117K 'n% spells 219N, In
this month of Elul the concealed becomes the revealed as the foreskin of the heart is removed.
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The idea of ‘“today” figures
prominently in parshas Vayelech as
well. Moshe told the Jews, “Today, |
am one hundred and twenty years
old. I can no longer go out and
come in.” He was telling them that
at his advanced age, on his final
day, he was limited in his ability to
lead the Jewish People.
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Despite this, Moshe capitalized on
that “one day” like he did his whole
life. He blessed and encouraged the
Jews to be faithful to Hashem and
trust in Him.

Moshe also appointed his disciple
Yehoshua to lead the Jews and
directed him how to be a good
leader.

He gave the Jews the mitzvah of
Hakhel, wherein every seven years
the entire nation would come to the
Bais HaMikdash to hear the Torah
read. This, too, established a
continuity of Jewish Leadership.

Finally, he wrote the “song” of
Haazinu and taught it to the Jewish
People so they would remember to
follow Hashem in all their ways.

On Moshe’s final “today,” he taught
us how to live each day to the
fullest — by planting on it the seeds
of tomorrows for yourself and
others.

Thought of the week:
The journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single
step — but it must be in
the right direction.
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“Hashem uprooted them from their land with anger and rage and great fury, and cast
them to another land, as it is today." (evarim 29:27)

Moshe now warns the Jewish People about what would ensue in the future when the Jews
would not serve Hashem properly, and seek out other gods and powers. Then, the nations of
the world would take note on that day and realize that the reason calamities happened to us
was because of the disruption of our relationship with Hashem. [On a personal note, we can
learn the lesson that if others cause us pain and harm, that, foo, is due to something lacking in
our relationship with Hashem.)

The Gemara in Sanhedrin discusses this expulsion of the Jews from the Land of Israel. The
Mishna quotes a difference of opinion regarding the Ten Tribes of Israel (who sinned in Avoda
Zara.) R’ Akiva says that they will not return, while R’ Eliezer says they will. They both bring a
proof from this posuk.

R' Akiva says, “like today” teaches that just as today will go and never return, so will the Ten
Tribes never return. R’ Eliezer says that the comparison of “like today,” tells us that just as the
day darkens and then dawns anew, so will they have a time to come back renewed.

The Gemara then goes on to say that R’ Akiva holds they don’t even have a share in the world
to come. R’ Shimon bar Yehudah of Akko then spoke up and quoted R’ Shimon that the words,
“like this day,” teach us that if their actions are like today, meaning they haven’t changed, then
truly, they will not return and they will have no share in Olam Haba. However, if they do
teshuva, and repent of their ways, then they will return from exile and they will have a share in
the World to Come.

This is a very heartening message for us as we approach Rosh HaShana. How far gone are the
Ten Tribes? Totally. So far gone that they have no portion in the world to come, something that
even the worst sinners have. How long have they been that way? For millennia! They’'ve been
gone for over 2500 years. And yet, says R’ Shimon, they can come back. How? By changing
themselves. How much? That’s the kicker.

If today they are not like yesterday; if they have made moves to correct their misdeeds and
rectify themselves, then that is enough. We can never get today back, R’ Akiva is right. But R’
Eliezer is right, too, that the day which was darkened can brighten again.

We cannot change what we did yesterday. It's gone and done. What we CAN do, though, is
transform that dark day into one of light, by using it as a stepping stone in our journey to change
ourselves for the brighter. If the misstep we took before now teaches us what not to repeat in
the future, then we’ve polished that tarnished day and turned the dark to light.

We are ending one year and beginning anew. The days that have come and gone cannot be
gotten back. However, by repenting and returning to Hashem with love today, we can transform
them all and be worthy of all the good Hashem has in store for His people.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 98a) relates that R’ Yehoshua ben Levi met Eliyahu HaNavi. He asked
him, “When is Moshiach coming?” Eliyahu replied, “Ask him yourself,” and gave him instructions
on finding Moshiach. “Peace unto you, my Master,” said R’ Yehoshua ben Levi. “When are you
coming?” Moshiach responded, “Peace to you, son of Levi. | am coming “hayom,” today.”

Excitedly, R’ Yehoshua returned to his place, but Moshiach did not arrive that day. He went
back to Eliyahu the Prophet who asked him what Moshiach had told him. “But he lied to me!”
said R’ Yehoshua. "He said, ‘| am coming today’ but he did not come!”

“He spoke the truth,” said Eliyahu. “He meant, as it says in Tehillim, (Psaim 95) ‘Today! If you
would only heed [G-d’s] voice!” Mankind’s actions TODAY, can bring Moshiach.”
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

A S nnEEn

DIVERI TORAR BRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAFOST

>

145 YISRO

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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