N.2AXAND N

,NP2] NIV |2 DTIN! DNIANI,N'Y NIIAT [2 AW 2pY! ,N'AY%IY |2 DN 5N N2 NDHN :NNYYW ANIDI NIDTH

bkt P e Bl 8 2 St 5 et o] it 2k

=

S Aﬁﬂ/.\u.o.\u.ﬁ;.\u.ﬂ/.\u.n/.\o.n;.\0.9.0.9.\0.9.\0.9.\u.ﬂ/.\u.n/.\u.n/.\u.i
1l e 1l NG
M o = M,Jxéijm N
N I —| §E
SES 888 S S
S S =
SHz 3 M S
= = =
VD , SO = <[E R =
W | S == |
R TR BT oV VL S i L i Cad VA AT Y0 Vol T V00 0 VA e 5 AN T S8 T 0 VO A W MY L3 Y iR/ b B |
L%.G.n\./w.n\.G.n\.ru.a\./v.n\./u.n\./u.n\.G.n\.G.n\.G.n\.G.n\.G.n\.G.n\./u.n\_

NN 27N N2 NAMD :Nnwi 17V

. )3

PRINTED BY RAMAPOST.COM RAMAPOST “ESSENTIALLY” ABOVE & BEYOND!




FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM
TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

D2

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or
the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can
be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online

= aunneEEn

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH

LESSONS
LIKUT/
TORA

Div

ONTA:
INFO@AREIVIM.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL











































































Torah Wellsprings - Achrei-Kedoshim - Lag B’omer 27

This man's description
of Lag b'Omer is accurate,

that Lag b'Omer is like
Yom Kippur.”

because there is an aspect
of Yom Kippur on Lag
b'Omer.

Rebbe Yehoshua of
Kaminka zt'l teaches:

The Sar Shalom of Belz
was once speaking about

the greatness of Lag
b'Omer, and his son, Reb

The Gemara (Brachos 58.)
says that the  Beis
HaMikdash is called 3.7
We can therefore deduce

Zundel. Z.t'l' Sald', "Lag  that mmaw 7 is the Kodesh

b'Omerislike YomKippur." 1, 4oshim. On Lag b'Omer,

His father said that he is 7w Tm, we come to the

correct. Kodesh Kadoshim, similar

to the kohen gadol who

The Chasam  Sofer enters there on Yom
(Drashos vol.2 280.) also writes  Kippur.

are alluded to in the celebration of Lag b'Omer in Meron. Many
sefardim have a custom to slaughter sheep near the tzion. This
reminds us of the korban Pesach. The mountains that surround the
tzion remind us of Shavuos (when Hashem gave the Torah on Har Sinai).
And the tents that people camp in around the tzion remind us of
Succos.

Based on the description that was told to the Ruzhiner, we can
add to the list two more holidays that are experienced in Meron,
on Lag b'Omer: Yom Kippur and Simchas Torah.

12. The Chasam Sofer's words are kabalistic, but here are a few of
the ideas that he writes: "17aw min represents Keser, which represents
Yom Kippur... Lag b'Omer, spelled out like this: >3 71 is
gematriya 1pt, which represents...Yom Kippur."

13. The words of the Gemara are: fpp 1 712110 1172 RIPY 2377 PWH NI
SOTRRN AW T OOV W AR AN I % TINDIM MO 150 W ANRm Mo o
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The Beis Aharon writes,
91 HNTY AN PO DITWYNI OPTR
SN Hw 1pw oM ONMY 93 Y
oows,  “Tzaddikim, with
their good deeds, purify
Bnei Yisrael, and Reb
Shimon bar Yochai purifies
the bodies of Bnei Yisrael
always.” This purification
is another element of Lag
b'Omer, which is
reminiscent of Yom Kippur.

Chazal (Bava Kama 9) say,
w5 Ty msn 0. This means
it is recommended to pay
one-third more for a
mitzvah than its minimal
price so that he can buy a
more beautiful mitzvah. As
Rashi explains, "If he finds
two sifrei Torah that he can
buy, and one is more
beautiful than the other, he
should add one-third more
money and buy the more
beautiful one. As it states
(Shabbos 133:), ymN1 %"% m, do
beautiful mitzvos before
Hashem. Write a beautiful
sefer Torah, buy a beautiful
lulav, a beautiful talis, and
beautiful tzitzis."

The Sar Shalom of Belz
zt'l asked, Hashem keeps

the entire Torah (see Brachos
6). How does He keep the
concept of adding one-
third onto the mitzvos?

The answer is, a Yid
does two-thirds of his fight
against the yetzer hara, and
Hashem completes for him
the final third of the battle.
As the Gemara (Succah 52:)
states, 5> v5y 92 0N Sw 1w
INY 77300 8OO PRTD woam o
© 5> wx, "The yetzer hara
attacks a person every day
and seeks to kill him. If
Hakadosh  Baruch Hu
didn't help, he wouldn't
win the battle." Hashem
helps him by completing
the last third of the fight.

The Sar Shalom added:
Sefiras Ha'omer is 49 days,
and on the 33rd day, two-
thirds of the omer has
passed. During the first
two-thirds of the omer, we
counted the omer, and we
strove to purify ourselves.
On Lag b'Omer Hashem
completes the mission, and
we become completely
clean from all sins.
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Rebbe Shalom Kaminka
zt'l and the Tzanzer Rav
zt'l were present at the Sar
Shalom's Lag b'Omer tish
when the Sar Shalom
taught this lesson (that we
purify ourselves 2/3 of the
sefirah, and on Lag b'Omer,
Hashem completes our purity).
And for the next forty-five
minutes, Reb  Shalom
Kaminka and the Tzanzer
Rav were thinking about
this wvort with immense
hislahavus. Throughout
these forty-five minutes,
the Tzanzer Rav cradled
his head in his hands, and
Rebbe Shalom of Kaminka
cried copious tears.

Even for the Low People

The Beis Aharon zt'l
(p.212) teaches, "Whoever
believes in Reb Shimon bar
Yochai receives chizuk from
Reb Shimon bar Yochai.
Just as Hashem is Hashem

for everyone, so too is Reb
Shimon for everyone -
even for the lowly people."

We see this happening
in Meron - and especially
on Lag b'Omer. Great
tzaddikim go to Meron,
but very simple people go
there too. The simple
people dance together with
the great tzaddikim, and
they feel right at home
because they feel in their
hearts that Reb Shimon is
encouraging them,
elevating them, giving
them another chance to
serve Hashem.

It states, ' ywin om0,
"Hashem saves man and
animal." The gematriya of
these words are 72 pynw 39
R (Magdil  Yeshuos Malko).
This hints that in Reb
Shimon's merit, Hashem
will grant salvation for all
people, even for people on

14. The Beis Aharon's words are as follows: nymw =2 N 1» w5
INFY 13 P 70 595 U1 NI IO OWIY DWD NP 13 WY 93 P O ORAY 93

o mred 10N — 555 N
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a low level, similar to

animals.

In 7”370 tzaddikim of the
Vizhnitzer family zt'l came
to Meron. There were many
people at the tzion at the
time, SO someone
announced, "Make room
for the Viznitzer Rebbe's
children!"

A woman replied, "By
Reb Shimon, we are all his
children."

The Imrei Chaim zt'l
was very pleased by this
woman's response. We are
all Reb Shimon's children,
and just like a parent, Reb
Shimon davens for all of
Klal Yisrael.

Salvation

Another reason we are
happy on Lag b'Omer is
that it is a day of salvation.

The Tzvi LaTzaddik of
Bluzhev zt'l said "We can't
know when the geulah
sheleimah will be, but I think
it will be on Lag b'Omer,
on Reb Shimon's day,
because it is a very pure
day, and it is a day for

salvations.”

Reb Shimon performed
miracles in his lifetime, as
stated in the Zohar, and the
miracles continue until
today.

The Zohar (Rus 104) tells:

There was an epidemic
in Lud, and people took
Reb Shimon around the
city, so he could see with
his own eyes what they
were enduring.

Reb Shimon said, "How
can it be that I'm in this
city and there's a plague? I

15. When the Bas Ayin moved to Eretz Yisrael, Rebbe Mordechai
Chernobyler zt'l wrote to him the following;:

“Pour your eyes out before Reb Shimon. If I could go to Eretz
Yisrael, I would go to Reb Shimon’s grave and I would storm the

heavens until Moshiach comes.”



Torah Wellsprings - Achrei-Kedoshim - Lag B’omer 31

declare, the plague should
stop!"

A bas kol come forth and
instructed the bad angels:
"You must leave this city
because Reb Shimon bar
Yochai is here. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu decrees in
heaven, and Reb Shimon
annuls the decrees on earth
below."

In another location, the
Zohar relates that one time
the world suddenly became
dark, and Reb Shimon bar
Yochai said to his son, Reb
Elazar, "Come with me,
and we will see what
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
planning to do to the
world."

They found a malach,
tall like a high mountain
with thirty flames of fire
coming out of its mouth.
Reb Shimon asked the
malach what it was planning
to do. The angel replied,
"Hashem decreed that in
every generation there
must be at least thirty
tzaddikim who are like
Avraham Avinu. But now,

there aren't thirty tzaddikim
like Avraham in the world.
Therefore, Hashem sent
me to destroy the world."

Reb Shimon bar Yochai
said to the malach, "Go back
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and tell him that Yochai's
son is in the world." Reb
Shimon was implying that
his merits should be
sufficient to annul the
harsh decree. There aren't
thirty tzaddikim, but there
is Reb Shimon bar Yochai.

"The malach went to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
said, 'Ribono Shel Olam,
You know what Reb
Shimon bar Yochai told me
to tell You.'

Hakadosh Baruch Hu
replied, "Go and destroy
the world, and don't pay
attention to what Yochai's
son says."

The angel returned,
planning to fulfill the
mission Hashem sent him
to do. Reb Shimon bar
Yochai saw the malach, and
he said, "If you don't leave,



32Torah Wellsprings - Achrei-Kedoshim - Lag B'omer

I will decree that you will
never return to your place
in heaven. I will send you
to a forsaken place.
Therefore, listen to what I
tell you. Go to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and say, 'Even
if there aren't thirty
tzaddikim in the world,
twenty tzaddikim are also
sufficient. As Hashem told
Avraham (18:31), mnwx N>
owyn mawa, I will not
destroy if there are twenty
tzaddikim.! And even if
there are only ten
tzaddikim, that is also
enough to protect the world
from destruction, because
Hashem said (18:32), mrws 85
7wy aya, that He will not
destroy the world if there
are ten tzaddikim. And
even if there are only two
tzaddikim in the world -
namely, Reb Elazar and
myself -itisalsosufficient...
And if there is only one
tzaddik in the world, it is
also enough. As it states,
ooy o 8, the tzaddik is
the foundation of the
world."

At that moment, a bas
kol came forth from heaven

and said, "Reb Shimon,
fortunate is your lot.
Hakadosh  Baruch Hu

decrees in heaven, and you
annul them from the earth.
Regarding you it is written
(Tehillim 145), 7wy PRY 39,
'Hashem does the will of
those who fear Him."

Many miracles continue
to happen in Reb Shimon
bar Yochai's merit. As Reb
Ovadyah of Bartunara
writes in a letter, "On the
eighteenth of Iyar, the day
of his [Reb Shimon's]
yahrtzeit, people from all
around Meron go to Meron
and they light bonfires...
Many  barren  women
become fruitful, the ill are
healed, because of the good
kabbalos (vows) that they
take on at that place." The
Ra'v Bartunara was a very
rational person. When
people claimed that
miracles are occurring, he
didn't take their words
blindly. He checked them
out and decided on his
own whether the claim was
valid. In fact, in this same
letter, he debated the
validity and truth of some
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of the miracles people or
his time were talking about.
Yet, when it comes to the
miracles in Meron, and
especially on Lag b'Omer,
he writes with certainty
that miracles happen there.

Two Conditions for the
Miracles to Happen

The Bartunura (quoted
above) writes that the
miracles happen due to the
vows people take on. This
means that people should
take on new, good kabbalos,
either to give tzedakah or
to do some good deed, or
to take on a good practice.
It doesn't need to be an
actual vow. It is sufficient
to accept this on oneself bli
neder, without an actual
vow, if he is sincere about
keeping it. This kabbalah
makes the person a better

candidate to receive
Hashem's blessings and
miracles.

A second condition to
be worthy of Hashem's
miracles is to believe in
Reb Shimon bar Yochai's

merit. As the Beis Aharon

(we quoted above) writes,
"Whoever believes in Reb
Shimon receives chizuk
from Reb Shimon." We
must believe in the
greatness of Reb Shimon
bar Yochai, and we must
believe that in his merit,
Hashem performs miracles
for the Jewish nation. The
greater the Dbelief, the
greater the chances of
receiving Hashem's
salvation.

Rachel Imeinu said to
Yaakov Avinu (Bereishis 30:1),
MIN M PR DNY D3 05,
"[Daven for me and] bring
me children because if not,
I can be compared to the
dead." Rebbe Yehoshua of
Belz zt'l notices that Rachel
suspected that Yaakov's
tefillos might not be
answered. As she said, ox
r8, "and if not..." Rebbe
Yehoshua of Belz zt'l says
that this is the reason
Yaakov wasn't able to help
her. Because if you don't
believe in the tzaddik's
ability to help you, he can't.
Therefore, Yaakov Avinu
told her, =8 opbx nrnn, "Am
I in G-d's place!?"
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Yaakov was saying, "If
you don't believe in me,
how can I help you? nnnn

ability to help you is
dependent on your belief
in me."'

mn opdy, I am not like
Hashem. Hashem helps
even those who don't
believe in Him. Very often,
Hashem helps those who
don't even pray to Him,
because  of  Hashem's
endless compassion. But I
am a tzaddik, and my

Tefillos - What We should
Daven For

Lag b'Omer is a day of
salvation, and therefore,
fortunate are those who
invest in tefillah on this
day. What should you pray

16. The Divrei Shmuel of Slonim zy’a told the following story:

A wealthy businesswoman from Eretz Yisrael was about to send
out a ship filled with merchandise. Before the ship set sail, she
went to Reb Shimon bar Yochai's fzion to pray that the ship, with
all the merchandise, reach their destination.

She couldn’t get close to the tzion because there was another
woman in front of her praying loudly for three hundred rubles, in
order to marry off her child. The wealthy woman took three
hundred rubles from her purse and gave it to her. The relieved
woman thanked her immensely and left, and then this wealthy
businesswoman was able to reach the tzion.

Standing before the tzion, she said, "Reb Shimon, the woman who
was here before me received her request. She prayed for three
hundred rubles and she received that amount immediately. May
my requests also be answered immediately."

The Divrei Shmuel repeated this story and expressed that it tells
us the extent of this woman's belief in tefillos by Reb Shimon's
grave. She didn’t think that the woman received three hundred
rubles because she gave it to her. She accredited the salvation to
the tefillos she davened!
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for? Pray for whatever is
on your heart.

Here are a few
recommendations for
tefillah:

1] Daven for good

children.

The Gemara (Makos 17:)
states that a mother should
daven that her children be
like Reb Shimon bar Yochai.

The Minchas Elazar
(Shaar ~ Yissaschar) — explains
that the Gemara refers to
someone who is davening
on Lag b'Omer. On this
day, everything is possible.
On this day, one can ask
for the greatest things -
even that one's child be
like Reb Shimon bar
Yocahi."”

2] Daven for parnassah.

According to a Midrash,
the mon began to fall on
Lag b'Omer. Therefore, Lag
b'Omer is an ideal day to
daven for parnassah.

The Chasam Sofer (Yorah
Deish  233) makes the
following calculation:
Chazal tell us that when
the Yidden left Mitzrayim,
they ate matzos for thirty
days. They finished the
matzos on Pesach Sheini.
The Midrash adds that they
didn't have food to eat for
three days, and then the
mon fell. According to this
calculation, the mon first
came down on Lag b'Omer.

The Taamei
HaMinhagim writes, yow»
maown 503 29 yow, "A great

17. The Minchas Elazar was very outspoken regarding his dislike
of the irreligious Israeli government and Zionist movement. This
brought him some enemies. Once, as he was walking to Meron,
he received a letter that said, "If you dare go to Meron, you will
be killed there." The Minchas Elazar said to his gabbai, Reb Chaim
Ber, and to Reb Asher Zelig Margolis zt'l, who were walking with
him to Meron "We are going to Reb Shimon. The malach hamaves

doesn’t have any power there."
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bounty [of parnassah, etc.]
should come to all worlds"
is roshei teivos, *"aw.

The Yerushalmi (Brachos
9:18) writes, "Whenever Reb
Shimon needed money, he
would say, 'Valley! Valley!
Fill up with gold coins,’
and it would happen."®

3] Daven for refuah.

N 92 wnw is gematriya
voxe, so Lag b'Omer is
also mesugal for refuah.

The Tzemech Tzedek
taught that n (without the
T'v) is roshei teivos NoM Top
TOM O3,

18. There was a poor, Eretz Yisrael Yid who was shouting during
his tefillos at the fzion of Reb Shimon bar Yochai. Next to him
stood a wealthy Yid from America. He took the long trip from
New York to Meron, as he wanted to daven for his own issues.
But this person's loud prayers were disturbing his concentration.
He would have gone to stand in a different corner of the tzion to
daven if he could, but that wasn't possible because there were
many people at the tzion and there wasn't much room to move
around.

The poor man was shouting, "Hashem! In the merit of Reb Shimon!
Send me fifty thousand dollars!"

The wealthy Yid asked the poor man for his address, which he
readily gave him. "When I get back to America," he thought to
himself, "I will write a check for fifty thousand dollars and sign it,
"Reb Shimon bar Yochai." With this tease, I will pay him back for
all the headache and frustration he caused me."

Some weeks later, this wealthy man was going through his bank
statements and saw that he was charged fifty thousand dollars!
He didn’t understand. When did he write such a large check?
Then he remembered the hoax he played on the poor Yid in
Meron. He looked at the check, and he saw that he accidentally
signed his own name, and not Reb Shimon bar Yochai.

The poor man's tefillos were indeed answered.
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There are many stories b'Omer, and we write
of refuos that occurred in some of them in the
Meron, particularly on Lag  footnote.”

19. It is known that the sefirah 171 is mesugal for refuah. Reb Pinchas
of Koritz zt'l said that Lag b'Omer, which is the sefirah mmaw 717 is
certainly mesugal for refuah.

Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz taught that if one needs to take a
medication, he should begin to take it on Lag b’Omer, mnaw 1.

In the summer of v"wn, the Brisker Rav zt'l was ill, and throughout
Elul, Reb Shach zt'l was always at the Brisker Rav's bedside. The
Brisker Rav said that he heard from his father, Reb Chaim Brisker,
that Meron is an ideal place for tefillah, and therefore, he wants
people to daven for him in Meron. Rav Shach immediately went
to Ponovezh, spoke with the roshei yeshiva, and fourteen
outstanding talmidei chachamim (including the Steipler ztl, who
requested to come along) traveled to Meron, and they recited the entire
sefer Tehillim.

They were in Meron on a Thursday night. Sunday, Rav Shach was
at the Brisker Rav’s side again, and the Brisker Rav asked him
whether people davened for him in Meron. Rav Shach told him
the details of the trip, and who was there. The Brisker Rav's eyes
shone from joy and gratitude. (Rav Shach said that it was a neis that he
arranged it, because otherwise, what would he answer the Brisker Rav?)

In v'wn, due to the fighting with the Arabs, the roads to
Yerushalayim were closed, and opened only for one day, every
two weeks. A bachur named Meirovitz was shot in the leg, outside
of Yerushalayim, and he couldn’t get to Shaarei Tzedek Hospital
in Yerushalayim for two weeks. By the time he got there, his leg
was badly infected, and the doctors said they needed to amputate
it.

Lag b'Omer was approaching and Meirovitz asked his friends to
bring him to Meron, where he can pray for his health. "It's
impossible," his friends told him. And indeed, it was almost
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impossible. In those days, a trip to Meron could take an entire
day, with changing busses several times. Due to his condition, he
would need to travel with his foot raised the entire time. How
could they make the long trip with him like this?

But the bachur begged until his friends agreed to do whatever they
can. They rented a truck, so he could lie down, and they travelled
all the way to Meron.

At the tzion, the bachur said the following prayer, "My entire family
was killed by the Nazis. Only I survived. I must marry and build
a family so my family will continue to live on. But how can I get
married if I lose my leg?"

Afterwards, they went to the chatzer (courtyard) for the dancing.
Meirovitz wanted to dance, so he put his arms around the
shoulders of two of his friends, and they danced with him.
Suddenly, he began dancing on his own. From all the dancing, the
dressing fell off and a healthy foot was revealed!

A young boy was smitten with a grave disease. Doctors tried some
treatments, but the boy’s body was too weak, and he wasn’t
responding well to the treatments. The doctors reached the
conclusion that there was nothing more they can do.

The boy's father said, “Until now the doctors did what they know;
now it is our turn, as Yidden, to do what we know.” The father
arranged for a minyan to daven for the boy in Meron, and the boy
was brought along with them.

At the tzion, the boy cried out in pain. This spurred everyone to
daven with greater concentration, and they hoped the boy would
have a refuah sheleimah.

At the time, the boy received nutrition intravenously. But when
he sat there, near the fzion, he asked for water. Everyone was
surprised. It was a sign of improvement.

When they returned home, the father brought his son to a doctor,
hoping to hear that there indeed was improvement. The doctor
was shocked at the change. With just a few more treatments the
boy had a refuah sheleimah.
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The following is one of
the more famous stories

that occurred, on Lag
b'Omer, o1 It was
repeated by Reb Asher

Zelig Margolis zt'l (and by
many other people who were in
Meron at the time).

Three or four vyears
earlier (around ©"yIN) a
childless couple came to
Meron, and they prayed at
Reb Shimon bar Yochai's
kever for a child. They
promised that if they bear a
child, they will bring him
to Meron on Lag b'Omer
for the chalakah (first haircut).

They had a child. When
he turned three, the mother
came to Meron, as she had
promised.  (Her husband
remained home.)

That year, Lag b'Omer
was on Friday, so most
people remained in Meron
for Shabbos. On Shabbos,
when Reb Asher Zelig was
davening Mussaf he heard
loud screams and cries. The
three-year-old child
suddenly turned deathly
ill,  having  contracted
cholera. Everyone was
panicking, especially the
mother, whose cries could
be heard above all others.

Reb Asher Zelig Margolis zt'] related that he had a lot of pain in
his throat. The doctors recommended an operation, but he was
very wary of doing so. He came to Meron and said the entire
Tehillim. In the middle of saying the Tehillim, he began coughing
violently, and the blood and puss that were blocking his throat
was released. He was healed.

Once, someone was telling Rebbe Dovid Biderman zt'l about his
ill son. Rebbe Dovid Biderman advised him to daven in Meron.
The man replied, “I was already in Meron, and my son is still ill.”

Rebbe Dovid Biderman told him, “When a person goes to a doctor
once, and he isn’t healed, does he stop going to the doctor? He
will go again. I advise you to go again and again to Meron, until
your son has a refuah sheleimah.”
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Reb Asher Zelig
describes how the child
appeared, "He was green
and seemed to be dead."
Everyone was distraught.
The tefillah was over, but no
one made Kiddush. A
feeling of gloom reigned.

The mother took the
child and placed him near
the tzion. She said, "Reb
Shimon! I brought my only
son here. He was born in
your merit. I kept my
promise, and I gave him
his first haircut here. Please
do not ruin my happiness
and the happiness of my
husband, who is waiting
for us to return. Reb
Shimon! I'm leaving my
son here. Don't embarrass
me. Bring him back to
health and life as I brought
him here yesterday. Sanctify
Hashem's name. Reveal to
everyone that there is
Hashem and that there are
tzaddikim."

She left her son near the
tzion, closing the door

behind her. Only the child
remained inside. A few
minutes later, the child's
voice was heard. He was
calling for his mother.

Reb Asher Zelig opened
the door. The boy was
standing on his feet, calling,
"Mother, I'm thirsty. Bring
me water."

A tumult of joy roared.
The dead child came back
to life. They all said the
brachah omon .

Shaar Yissaschar writes
that >smv 3 ywow is gematriya
et iatintal

4] Pray for the Barren to
bear Children

The Shem Shlomo of
Munkatz zt'l taught that to
bear children, one should
have kavanah in the brachah
uxoy. Therefore, Lag b'Omer,
mmaw 7, which is mesugal
for refuah, is undoubtedly
also mesugal for bearing
children.®

20. The Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabba 1) tells that there was a couple
in Tzidon who didn’t have children for ten years. They came to
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The Nachlas Avos tells
a story that happened to
the holy Tana Yochai, Reb
Shimon's father.

Yochai was married for
many  years, without
children. He was ready to
divorce his wife, hoping
that perhaps he can have
children with another wife,
but his wife didn't want a
divorce. She prayed and
cried that she be able to
bear children.

On Rosh Hashanah
night, Yochai dreamed that
he was in an orchard with

many trees of various sizes.
Yochai saw himself leaning
on a small tree, and there
wasn't any fruit on the tree.
Yochai understood that
this tree represents him
and that it doesn't have
fruit, meaning that he
doesn't have any children.

A malach came into the
orchard, carrying a bucket
filled with water, and he
began watering the trees.
Yochai understood that the
malach was giving children
for the upcoming year. The
trees that will be watered

Reb Shimon for a divorce. Reb Shimon told them, “Just like you
arranged a celebration when you got married, I want you to make
a celebration when you divorce."

They made a grand party, and she gave him a lot of wine to drink.
When the wine was wearing off, he told her, “Take whatever you
love the most from this home and bring it to your parent’s home.”

Then he fell asleep. She told her slaves to lift up the bed with her
husband still lying in it, and to bring him to her parent’s home.

He awoke at midnight and didn’t understand why he was in her
parent’s home. She said, “You told me I can take whatever I love
most. There is nothing I like more than you.”

They returned to Reb Shimon. He davened for them, and they
bore children.
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will bear fruit that year.
How he hoped the malach
would pour some water on
his sapling, too.

The malach came to
Yochai's tree and put down
his barrel of water, and the
malach took out a small jug
and poured its contents
over the tree. The tree
immediately sprouted
flowers and grew beautiful
fruit.

When he awoke, he told
his wife about the dream.
They understood that the
dream bore good tidings.

On motzei Rosh
Hashanah, Yochai repeated
what he saw in his dream
to Reb Akiva. Reb Akiva
agreed that the dream
meant they would have a
child that year.

Yochai asked, "Why
didn't the malach use the

standard water for my
tree? Why did he put down
the bucket of water and
watered my tree from a
small jug?"

Reb Akiva answered,
"The jug was filled with
your wife's tears; the tears
she shed to bear children.
In the merit of those tears,
you will have a holy child."

That year, Reb Shimon
bar Yochai was born.

5] Daven for Shidduchim

The Avnei Nezer zt']
told his chassidim that Lag
b'Omer is mesugal for
shidduchim, because about
Reb Shimon it is said, >3
oo, "He saves those who
are stressed and worried,"
and who is more stressed
and worried than someone
waiting for their shidduch?*

6] Daven for Ruchniyos

21. Zelig was an older bachur, a good bachur, and no one
understood why it was taking him so long to find his bashert.

Lag b'Omer, Zelig's mother was traveling to Meron. She hoped
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that her tefillos will be answered, and her son will find his
shidduch. On the bus, she was thinking about her son, Zelig.
Before he was born, she and her husband davened in Meron for
a child, as they were childless at the time. They promised that if
a boy is born, they will call him Shimon. But somehow, when the
miracle occurred, and their son was born, they forgot about their
promise, and they named him Zelig.

She immediately called her husband and said, "Perhaps the name
is the problem. Perhaps if we called him Shimon, he would have
found his bashert, already."

The father said that he would call up his rebbe and ask him what
they should do.

The rebbe told him that they should call their son Shimon Zelig.

The mother davened in Meron at the kever of Reb Shimon bar
Yochai, requesting that her son, whose name was now changed to
Shimon Zelig, should become engaged.

The next Shabbos, the gabai gave "Shimon Zelig" an aliyah.

There was another man in this beis medresh called Zelig. He asked
the gabai, "Why did you call this bachur Shimon Zelig, isn't his
name just Zelig?"

The gabai said, "Until now he was called Zelig. But his father told
me that from now on I should call him Shimon Zelig. I don’t know
why."

This man, Zelig, spoke with the father, and asked why his son is
now called Shimon Zelig. The father told him the story.

Zelig also had an older daughter. He would have long chosen
Zelig as his daughter's husband, because he took a liking to Zelig
and thought he would be a good spouse for his daughter. However,
as known, Reb Yehuda HaChassid ruled that the names of the
father-in-law and son-in-law mustn’t be the same. But now that
their names weren't exactly the same, he was willing to go ahead
with the shidduch. Shimon Zelig became engaged to Zelig's
daughter!
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The Sfas Emes (Emor
5652) writes, "l heard from
my  grandfather  [the
Chidushei HaRim zt'I] that
on Lag b'Omer one can
attain yiras Shamayim." We
can pray for all kinds of
success in avodas Hashem,
and our tefillos will be
effective.

In Tehillim (chapter 19)
there are five expressions,
and each has five words, to
praise the Torah and
mitzvos:

1. woy mavwn mann 1 a0
2. 5D MMOM BN T MY
3. 25 mswn o TP
4. Dy oTND 92 T8
5. 795 AT A 7 ANY

The fifth phrase
discusses yiras Hashem. It is
five of five (five words of the
fifth phrase) similar to Lag
b'Omer which falls on the
tiftth day of the fifth week
of sefira (mmaw mn). This is a
hint to the concept that Lag
b'Omer is an ideal time to

attain yiras Shamayim (Imrei
Emes zt'l).

7] Daven for Kilal
Yisrael's Salvation

The Minchas Elazar of
Munkatch zt'l would sing
8 92 at his father's grave.
This is because his father,
author of Darkei Teshuwvah,
wrote three sefarim on
Tikunei Zohar, and the
Tikunei Zohar was written
by Reb Shimon bar Yochai.
Thus, there  was a
connection between his
father and Reb Shimon bar
Yochai. Therefore, the
Minchas Elazar would go
to his father's grave on the
yahrtzeit and sing >sm» 13
three times.

One year, after singing
8mr 13, the Minchas Elazar
discussed the words of the
final phrase, on oy >Jwx
TG, which literally
translated means,
"Fortunate is the mnation
who teach you." It seems it
should say Trwn b,
"Fortunate is the nation
who learn your Torah," or
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790 1%, "Fortunate is the
nation who learn your
sefarim." Why does it state
7%, that they teach Reb
Shimon? What do they
teach Reb Shimon?

The answer 1is, the
Minchas Elazar explained,
that when there are harsh
decrees in the world, the
Satan often conceals the
harsh decrees from
tzaddikim so that they
won't know about them
and pray to annul the
decrees. But when Yidden
come to a tzaddik's grave,
they tell the tzaddik about
the decrees; now the
tzaddik can pray for Klal
Yisrael.

After  saying  this
explanation, the Minchas
Elazar fell on his father's
grave and told his father
the many gezeiros of his
time.

The Zohar (Idra 296) says
that when Reb Shimon was
buried in Meron, a bas kol
came forth and said, "Many
kitrugim are silenced on

this day, in your merit."
Tzaddikim say that this
occurs every year on Lag
b'Omer. The malachim that
slander and seek to harm
Klal Yisrael are silenced on
Lag b'Omer.

The Zohar writes that
the gates of heaven open
on Pesach Sheni and remain
open an entire week.
Afterward, the gates close.

Rebbe Naftali of
Ropshitz zy'a asks, why
can't the gates remain open
longer?

The answer is that
during this week we have
Lag b'Omer, and on Lag
b'Omer everyone prays
and receives everything
they need. Since Kilal
Yisrael has already received
all their hearts' desires,
there is no reason to keep
the gates open.

Reb Shimon's Hillulah

Finally, we are happy
because thisis Reb Shimon's
holiday. When Reb Shimon
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was niftar, on Lag b'Omer,
a bas kol announced,
"Gather and celebrate the
holiday of Reb Shimon."*

Reb Asher Zelig
Margolis zt'l said that this
bas kol emanates and is

heard every year. The proof
is in the many people who
desire to celebrate on this
very holy and special day.
Obviously, in the depths of
their souls, they hear the
call of the bas kol, and they
gather to celebrate.?

22. The Zohar tells that at the levayah of Reb Shimon bar Yochai,
there was a dispute regarding where to bury him. As they passed
Tzipori, the people of Tzipori demanded that Reb Shimon be
buried there. They even took sticks and were hitting the people of
Meron who wanted to bring Reb Shimon to Meron. And then a
miracle occurred. Reb Shimon bar Yochai's bed/coffin rose in the
air and flew all the way to his burial place in Meron. And that is
when the bas kol announced, "Gather and celebrate the hillulah/
holiday of Reb Shimon bar Yochai."

23. Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil ztl asked his gabai to awaken him
when they were ready to begin their trip to Meron for Lag b’Omer.
When the gabai awoke the Rebbe, he saw that the Rebbe's pillow
and bed was soaked with tears.

As they traveled, Reb Shlomke urged everyone to be happy. He
said, “We have to be happy also while traveling to Meron.”

Reb Shlomke would say, "Reb Shimon sends out invitations to his
hilulah. Everyone is invited. If someone doesn’t come, that means
the invitation didn’t come through (like when one sends invitations in

the mail, and some letters get lost).

A family spent a Shabbos in Meron. The head of the family said,
“For the same amount of money we spent on this Shabbos, we
could have gone to a luxurious vacation resort.”

For the next three years, he didn’t return to Meron. It wasn’t that
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The Chida (Moreh b'Etzba Hadlakah (bonfire)

223) writes, "Be happy in . )

. . We will now discuss
Reb Shimon bar Yochai's

some of the customs of Lag

honor, because Lag b'Omer  iymer.
is his hilula, and it is known
that he desired that people In Meron, and all cities
in Eretz Yisrael (and in many
chutz  le'aretz  communities)
there is a custom to
The Mishnas Chassidim  celebrate Lag b'Omer with
a hadlakah (bonfire) in honor
of Reb Shimon bar Yochai.

rejoice on this day."

writes, "It is a mitzvah to
be happy on this day, the
joy of Reb Shimon bar The  sefer p  yow
Yochai."* describes the hadlakah in

he didn’t want to go. It was just that things didn’t work out for
him. For example, when his son turned three, he wanted to make
the chalakah in Meron, but the boy was slightly ill so they didn’t

go.

His wife told him, “It seems that since you said that it wasn’t
worthwhile coming to Meron, Reb Shimon isn’t inviting us
anymore.”

He realized she might be right, so he closed himself in a room and
cried and repented for the foolish words he said. After he washed
his face and dried his tears someone knocked at his door. It was
his neighbor who said, “I just bought a new car. I want the first
use of the car to be for a mitzvah. Do you want to come with me
to Meron?” He had just been reinvited to Meron.

24. The Mishnas Chasadim concludes, "If you live in Eretz Yisrael,
celebrate near his grave and be very happy there. Certainly do so
if you have a chalakah yingel, to make peyos for a child..."
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Meron eighty vyears ago
(m»>n):  "Everyone buys
olive oil and pours it in
honor of the tana. Then
those who will light the
fire come forward and with
emotion, joy, and ecstasy,
light a towel soaked in oil,
and throw it into the large
bowl of oil. Everyone
stands by - their eyes
watching, waiting for the
fire. When the first flames
burst forth, everyone
rejoices. The sound of their
happiness is so loud, I
never heard or saw a joy
similar to it. The people of
Eretz Yisrael say the
neshamah of Reb Shimon
bar Yochai is there at this
hadlakah. At that time, I
took out the names of my
friends and family and
prayed for them that the
merit of the holy tana
should protect them, that
they should have hatzlachah
in gashmiyos and ruchniyos."

The Sadugeira Rebbe
zt'l  spoke about the
specialness of the hadlakah
on the roof of the tzion. He

said 80,000 neshamos get
their tikun at this time.

Some tzaddikim would
throw clothing into the fire
in Meron to increase the
light and the joy of the day.
Some gedolim disagreed
with this custom because
of baal tashchis (it is forbidden
to waste money, and destroying
clothing is a waste of money).

Reb Shmuel Heller zt'l
the rav of Tzfas wrote a
sefer K'vod Melachim on this
subject, to prove that it is
permitted to burn clothing,
and he notes that the Or
HaChaim HaKadosh zt']
and other tzaddikim did
So.

Some  throw  their
yarmulke into the fire. My
father zy'a, and my

grandfather Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai of Lelov zy's,
had that custom.

Someone once told
Rebbe Dovid Biderman of
Lelov zy'a that his son was
acting improperly and that
he keeps taking off his
yarmulke. Rebbe Dovid
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Biderman advised them to
bring their son to Meron
on Lag b'Omer.

The father followed this
counsel, but it was very
embarrassing for him. At
every stop, they had to
look for the child, so they
could continue on their
way, as he always
wandered off.

When they finally came
to Meron and lit the fire,
the Rebbe took the boy's
kappel and threw it into the
tire. The boy immediately
started to shout, "My kappel!
My kappel!" He changed in
a minute. Before, he was
constantly throwing off his
kappel, and now he wanted
it.

The Zohar (Idra Zuta 291:)
tells that on the final day of
Reb Shimon's life, he
revealed to his students the
great and holy secrets of
kabbalah. As long as he
taught, the sun didn't set.
The Bnei Yissaschar (Lag
b'Omer 6) writes that this
explains the custom to light
candles and bonfires on

Lag b'Omer. It is in
commemoration of the sun
that continued to shine on
the final day of Reb
Shimon's life.

Chalakeh (haircut)

Another renowned
custom in Meron, on Lag
b'Omer, is chalakeh; a three-
year-old child gets his first
haircut there, as this is
mechanech the child with
the mitzvah of peyos.

Reb Chaim Vital zt']
writes, "The Arizal came to
Meron [on Lag b'Omer]
with his young son and his
entire family, and they
made peyos for his son
there, as is the custom. He
madeitaday of celebration."

The Mishnas Chassidim
writes, "If you live in Eretz
Yisrael, go and celebrate by
Reb Shimon's grave, and
be very happy there.
Certainly, do so if you have
a chalakah, and you will

make peyos for your
child..."
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Different explanations
are given for this custom.
Reb Yaakov Meir Shechter
shlita explains that Reb
Shimon bar Yochai
promised, 1wt on mown 8D 0,
Torah will never be
forgotten. The mesorah will
be passed down from
generation to generation.
Therefore, when we make
peyos for a child, and we
are about ready to bring
the child to cheder to study
Torah, we do it at Reb
Shimon's grave, for he
promised that the chain of
Torah and yiras Shamayim
would continue eternally.

I heard another
explanation  from  the
Chernobyler Rebbe shliita:

The Gemara (Me'illa 17.)
states, "The government
decreed that Yidden may
not keep Shabbos and or
perform bris milah. Reb
Reuvan Istrobuli sought to
annul these decrees, so he
cut his hair in a non-Jewish
hairstyle (long hair in the back
and no hair in the front), so the
goyim would think he is
one of them. He sat among

the politicians and asked
them, "If you hate someone,
do you want to make him
wealthy or poor?"

They replied,
"Obviously, we want him
to be poor!"

"So, they shouldn't work
on Shabbos, and they will
become poor."

The government officials
agreed with him and
retracted the decree that
forced Yidden to work on
Shabbos.

Then he asked them, "If
you have an enemy, do
you want him to be strong
or weak?"

They said, "Obviously,
we want him to be weak!"

"If so, you should let
them  circumcise their
children at eight days, and
they will be weak."

They replied, "You are
correct," and they retracted
that decree, too.

Sometime later, they
realized that Reb Reuvan
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was a Yid, and that he
tricked them, so they re-
instated those two gezeiros.

Once again, the Jewish
community needed a
solution on how to annul
these two decrees. The
chachamim sent Reb Shimon
bar Yochai to the king,
because "many miracles
happen to him."

A demon called Ben
Temalyon met with Reb
Shimon and offered his
assistance... The demon
went ahead of Reb Shimon
and attached itself to the
king's daughter, causing
her immense pain. When
Reb Shimon arrived, Reb
Shimon announced, "Ben
Temalyon, leave!" which it
did.

The king was very
thankful to Reb Shimon
and brought him into the
treasury  room. "Take
whatever you want."

Reb Shimon found the
documents of the decrees
forbidding the Jewish

nation from practicing

milah and keeping Shabbos,
and he tore up the
documents.

In this story, Reb Reuvan
Istrobuli helped the nation
dressed as a gentile, while
Reb Shimon saved the
nation appearing like a
Yid.

One of the purposes of
a Jewish haircut is so it
should be noticeable that
we are Yidden. We,
therefore, have the custom
to make the chalakah in
Meron, at Reb Shimon's
kever, because Reb Shimon
was able to annul the harsh

decrees while appearing as
a Yid.

Learn from his Ways

On Lag b'Omer, it is
also customary to sing =3
s, "the son of Yochai."
Reb Naftali Katz zt'l writes
(Siddur ~ Beis  Rachel)  that
singing Bar Yochai purifies
the neshamah, even for
those who don't grasp the
secrets of this song.
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As we sing this song, as
well as the song 'n% 7> ommN
NP 93 Nwpw 139, written by
the Ben Ish Chai, it is
worthwhile to think about
the greatness of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai - his
fear and love of Heaven,
his accomplishments, his
erudition in Torah, etc. -
and to strive to emulate his
holy ways.

We don't expect to reach

the greatness of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai. The
sefarim say that Reb

Shimon resembled a
malach, as it states (Daniel
4:10) N oonwd v vy, A
malach came down from

heaven" and the roshei
teivos are nnY.
Nevertheless, we should

seek to emulate his ways,
and in our own way, reach
the perfection that we can
attain.

Perhaps this is the
reason we sing °8rr 13, and,
in this song, we call Reb
Shimon, "The son of
Yochai." We are reminded
that Reb Shimon was a
human being, had parents,

and yet he reached such
high levels. Therefore, if
we devote ourselves to
Hashem's service, we can
also reach very high levels.

People tend to think of
tzaddikim as people who
were born totally different
from everyone else.
Therefore, when they hear
of a tzaddik's greatness,
they shrug their shoulders
and say, "But who can be
like him? He was an angel.
If I were born a malach, 1
too, would be like that."

Therefore, it is important
toremember that tzaddikim
are human beings. They
also have challenges, and
they became great and holy
because they passed those
tests. If we pass our tests,
we can also reach incredibly
high levels.

Seudah

Part of the Lag b'Omer
celebration is to make a
seudah.

This seudah is
considered a seudas
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mitzvah. As the Maharil
("> nwann)  writes, "The
meals at a bris milah, pidyon
haben, siyum mesechta [are
all seudas mitzvah]. Chazal
say, 'Whenever talmidei
chachamim sit at a meal, it is
like enjoying from the light
of the Shechinah. Therefore,

Lag Db'Omer is also
considered a seudas
mitzvah."

Surprisingly, we eat on
this day. Generally, a
yahrtzeit is a fast day. For
example, Moshe Rabbeinu's
yahrtzeit on the seventh of
Adar is a day for fasting
and is called 'taanis
tzaddikim." Lag b'Omer is
also a yahrtzeit, as it is the
yahrtzeit of Reb Shimon bar
Yochai. So why is it a day
of eating and celebrating?

We can answer as
follows: Chazal tell us that
when Moshe Rabbeinu was

niftar, many halachos of
the Torah were forgotten.
In contrast, when Reb
Shimon bar Yochai was
niftar, secrets of the Torah
were revealed. This
explains why on Lag
b'Omer we celebrate while
some people fast on the 7th
of Adar.

The Taamei
HaMinhagim offers another
explanation:

Reb Shimon bar Yochai
was unique in the manner
he annulled harsh decrees.
Most tzaddikim fast to
annul harsh decrees, but
the Zohar tells us that Reb
Shimon bar Yochai
annulled harsh decrees
through joy. Therefore, on
Reb Shimon’s yahrtzeit we
eat and celebrate. That is
how we annul harsh
decrees on this day.”

25. The Zohar (Shemos 15.) teaches: Once, Reb Shimon was teaching
secrets of Torah and Reb Elazar was near him Their faces were
shining like the sun. They studied two days straight, without
eating and drinking. They didn’t know whether it was day or
night. When they finished, Reb Shimon said the pasuk (Shemos 34:28),
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Meron

For those who can, it is
a great privilege to be in
Meron on Lag b'Omer. It is
a place for tefillah and
salvation, and it is the ideal
place to celebrate Reb
Shimon's day.

We have stories from
the Remak and the Arizal
in Meron, and it was
practiced before that, too.

Reb Chaim Vital zt'l
writes, "Klal Yisrael is
accustomed to go to the
kevarim of Reb Shimon bar

Yochai and Reb Elazar (his
son) on Lag b'Omer; they
eat and are happy there.
My rebbe [the Arizal] once
went there on Lag b'Omer
with his entire family, and
he remained there for three
days..."

The  Sefer = Taamei
HaMinhagim tells the
following story:*

There was a very holy
beis medresh in Tzfas: The
Arizal was the rebbe, the
Beis Yosef was the rav, the
Alshich HaKodesh was the

A 85 0 5N 8D ond - 195 DyaINI oY opaIN 1oy o o, “Moshe was on
Har Sinai for forty days. He didn’t eat bread and he didn’t drink
water.”

When Rebbe heard this story, he was astounded. Rebbe’s father,
Reb Shimon ben Gamliel, told him, “My son, don't be so surprised.
Reb Shimon was a lion, and so was his son. Not a regular lion,
rather 87 858w I8 “When the lion roars, who isn’t afraid?” Even
the upper worlds are afraid of them, certainly we should be afraid.
Reb Shimon never decreed a fast day in order to attain their
requests. He decreed what was needed and Hakadosh Baruch Hu
acquiesced. Hakadosh Baruch Hu placed a decree and he annulled
it.”

26. The story was told by the Minchas Elazar, who heard it from
the Shinover Rav zt'l who heard it when he was in Tzfas from a
reliable source.
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magid, and Reb Elazar
Azkari, the "Chareidim,"
was the shamesh of the beis
medresh.

Initially, people didn't
realize that the Chareidim
was an exceptional tzaddik
and a giant in Torah. They
thought he was just a
simple, good Yid.

One year, the Arizal
was with his students in
Meron, on Lag b'Omer,
and they were dancing
together. A tall, elderly
man was also there,
dancing with his students.
This elderly man also
danced with the Chareidim.

Suddenly, the Arizal
grabbed the hands of this
elderly man, and they
danced together for a long
time. After that, the Arizal
danced with the Chareidim.

The Arizal's students
were surprised that the
Arizal danced with the
Chareidim. They asked
him, "It is Torah, so we
have a right to ask, in order
to learn from your ways.

Why did you dance alone
with Reb Elazar Azkari? It
isn't proper for a gadol
b'Yisrael to dance with a
simple person. We don't
ask why you danced with
the elderly man because he
is probably a great scholar,
but why did you dance
with Reb Elazar Azkari?"

The Ari replied, "I saw
Reb Shimon bar Yochai (the
tall, elderly man) dance with
Reb Elazar Azkari, so why
shouldn't I?"

That's when the students
discovered the true exalted
stature of Reb Elazar
Azkari, later known as the
Chareidim for the sefer he
authored.

Reb Shmuel Heller zt'l
tells about the time Reb
Chaim ben Atar, the Or
HaChaim HaKodesh came
to Meron for Lag b'Omer:
"When he reached the
bottom of the mountain of
Meron, he got off his
donkey, and he crawled up
the mountain, on his hands
and knees, grunting like an
animal the entire way. He
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shouted, 'How can my
lowly being enter this
awesome place, where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
angels, and souls of all
tzaddikim are present?!
And at the hilulah he was

very happy."

It states (Shemos 34:23),
3D 1IN N2 02 N w3 DbYD whw
71 nxn, "Three times a year
every Yid must see the face
of the Master, Hashem..."
This pasuk is referring to
the mitzvah of going up to
the Beis HaMikdash for
Pesach, Shavuos, and
Succos (595 7%y).

The Zohar states, »p Np
NP 92 P N7 NG, “Who
is the master... It is Reb
Shimon..." We don't know
what this Zohar means.
However, we see a
correlation between the
mitzvah of aliyah ['regel
and going to Meron. People
who go to Meron often
sense that this is a small
taste of what will be when
Moshiach comes, and
everyone will travel to the
Beis HaMikdash.

Going to Meron is a
privilege, but it comes
along with a responsibility:

We say the tefillah of om
once a year, at Minchah, on
Tisha b'Av. Reb Avraham
HaLevi Bruchim zy'a (a
student of the Arizal) would
say this prayer every day,
in every Shemonah Esrei
and when reciting birchas
hamazon. This is because he
wanted to mourn the
Churban Beis HaMikdash
every day. As it states in
Shulchan Aruch (1:3) 535 "x9
31397 Sy NI 900 NTW D XY
wippa, "It is proper for
everyone  who fears
Hashem to feel distressed
and to be worried about
the churban Beis
HaMikdash."

One year, he was in
Meron on Lag b'Omer, and
he said om in birchas
hamazon, as he always did.

Suddenly, the Arizal
saw Reb Shimon bar Yochai
standing on his grave, as
though he were alive, and
Reb Shimon asked him,
"Ask your student, Reb
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Avraham Bruchim, why he
said om on my day of great

joy‘ll

The Arizal rebuked Reb
Avraham for saying om.
Lag b'Omer is a time for
celebration and not for
mourning.

Within a month, Reb
Avraham Halevi Bruchim
was niftar.

Lag b'Omer, and especially
in Meron.

Because being in Meron
is a great privilege, but like
all privileges, it comes
along with responsibilities.
It isn't the right time to
mourn the churban Beis
HaMikdash on this day.
Certainly, we shouldn't be
angry and upset over petty,

insignificant issues. One
must find it in his heart to
be happy on this holy day.”

We learn from this story
that we must be happy on

27. It states in the sefer n» yo» that in Cheshvan 2757, there was
an earthquake in Tzefas and in Meron, and many Arabs with their
wives and children ran to the building over Reb Shimon’s grave
to protect themselves but the door was locked. They shouted,
“Reb Shimon! Reb Shimon! We heard about your greatness from
our fathers, and we witnessed it with our eyes. Open your doors.”
Miraculously, the doors opened, and they went inside. Reb Shimon
became even more revered to them.

A month later, on the 6th of Kislev, there was a second earthquake.
Yidden and lehavdil goyim ran to Reb Shimon’s grave. They found
the building jumping up in the air and falling back down again.
The kippah, dome, split in two. They became very afraid. They
said, “Reb Shimon! Reb Shimon! If this is what is happening to
your building, what will be with us?” After a half hour, the
earthquake settled, and the building sat firmly in its place. They
went inside and checked to see the damages, but there were none.
The kippah merged together, and there was no sign of any scratches
or damages.
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When One Can't Go to
Meron

Obviously, some people
can't go to Meron on Lag
b'Omer. For example, if a
person knows that he won't
be able to be happy in
Meron, it might be better if
he doesn't go (as we just
explained). Some people live
far away, and there are
other considerations that
people must weigh and
measure, to decide whether
or not they should go to
Meron.

Additionally, (at the time
that I am writing this) perhaps
only small crowds will
legally be permitted to be
in Meron - as was last year.

When one can't get to
Meron, he should remember
the Chazal (Kiddushin 40.),
FINWY N DINN IS Mwyd DTN 2w
INWY N2 2o Yoy oy, 'If a
person wanted to do a
mitzvah, but circumstances
prevented stood in his way,
the pasuk gives him credit
as if he performed the
mitzvah..."

And he should be happy
on Lag b'Omer, wherever
he is.

It is also recommended
that he study lessons from
Reb Shimon bar Yochai,
because the holy sefarim
(Meor Einayim, Shabbos) tell
us that studying the lessons
of a tzaddik is similar to
being at his grave.
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