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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

H oly Jews, it seems, have attached a special nurp
to this week’s Parshah and Haftorah. May it be
His Will, that we, too can experience and sense
at least a little of what they felt and lived through.
Interestingly, that the nmna mwn (685:11) points out
that before Laining the Haftorah, one should be 55anr5
mNnNA 0N o P by Daw T1an b . In the Haftorah
(Yechezkial 36:25), the Pasuk states: om o>by npan
DINX 77EX 05193 Sam oomrnv San omnv omae - and I
will sprinkle pure waters of the red cow upon you, and
you will be cleansed of all your contaminations etc.
Urges the Chofetz Chaim, DAVEN BEFORE hearing
this Pasuk and ask for the speedy fulfillment of that
prophecy. This directive is highly unusual. It seems
to be based on Rashi in Megillah (29A) who quotes
a Yerushalmi that asks: Really, Parshas Hachodesh
should precede Parshas Parah, except that Parah is

"xw bw ininv”, indicating that the reading itself is the

5xw Hw mno (See Ohr Gedalyahu Moadim p.114).

The classic Sefer of Yesod V' Shoresh Ha'avodah (Rav
Alexander Ziskind from Horodna - end of Shaar 12
Perek 7) writes about the “Kavanos” one should have
during the Haftorah: To give great thanks to our
Creator for the promise of exhilarating and comforting
mnm that we yearn for. Specifically, I will give you a 25
wn and nwn n, I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a 15 7wa, and I will put my
spirit within you (36:26). Certainly, man’s eager thirst
for this rehabilitated heart can bring him to tears. How
powerful and insightful are these penetrating words of
Yechezkial - a stone heart. The Gemara Sukkah (52B)
teaches that the Yetzer Harah has been given seven

VOL. 1/ISSUE 76 X”apn1TN 21"

names by various figures from Tanach. Yechezkial
called it 1ax/rock, as Mefarshim explain, it remains
unfeeling, unresponsive, paralyzed with lethargy. We
see, sadly, how that 1ax effects so many of our young
people who, slump around with that hollow look in
their eyes, uninterested in anything. We see people of
all ages, of all kinds, who life has already kicked them
in the teeth at least once; whose vacant faces indicate
that their minds and hearts have also evacuated. So
what a n>1a, what a i it will be when Hashem gives
us and the world, this spiritual heart transplant, and
everyone will have a feeling, compassionate heart, a 25
Twa.

There is a quote from Harav Simcha Wasserman, the
son of Rav Elchonon 1"n , whose suffering and last
words before the Nazis murdered him are well known.
Rav Simcha said that during the Churban Europe,
Hashem put into us a jax 15 so that we could survive
all of our nmy. Without a stone heart, we would have
gone out of our minds, and never could have mustered
the strength to rebuild. We have had to have it so many
times in our Galus, to survive, to make it through to
see the morning again, but it is not what man really
should have. Therefore, when the final Geulah comes,
Hashem will replace it with a true, responsive "wa 25. It
is reported that when Rav Simcha would get called up
to read this Haftorah, he would cry by those Pesukim
(See mn ,mmw xan mnw nn footnote 20).

Rav Gedaliah Shor (Ohr Gedaliah Moadim ‘m 71)
writes that during the reading of Parshas Parah, a
mnv m descends, just as it did when they actually
performed the actions on the red cow. And just as
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y . .

the Gemara in Chulin (89A) says, because Avraham
belittled himself and said 1ox1 79y ™ax , we were mow
to the myn of nmx Mo, indicating that the mitzvah is
based on ny1an, subjugation and total obedience to the
'n n¥. This is the only way to accept and attain the mm
mno that Hashem imparts from above. It may be since
doing the ultimate pn, without being able to understand
it, means that we surrender even our intellect to the
Ribono Shel Olam. We acknowledge that there is a
level of comprehension that is just above us, and we
respect it with admiration.

Now we are ready to try and understand, maybe just
a little, the idea, the theory about nxmv as explained
by the Ohr Gedalyahu (Moadim pg 104). The max »ax
of nxmw is a corpse. The reason that a corpse exists is
because of the cardinal sin of nwxan o7x, as the Pesukim
tell us. We know that man is a compound creature,
a hybrid of “Guf” and “Neshama,” and for as long as
the Neshama is intact and powers the body, there can
be no nxmv. What the sin of o1x did was to ultimately
cause a “power outage’, because a body that is not
completely powered by the Neshama can create nxmw.
The Gemara in Yuma (39A) says that 125 nnvnon nvay
07X Sw , which Rashi there (and other places) translates
as nnovix, blockage. An Aveirah creates a spiritual
blockage of the arteries, disabling the power of the
Neshama to infiltrate the Guf completely. Therefore,
a body, a corpse totally devoid of any Neshama is the
worst of all contaminations. Chazal teach us that every
Aveirah creates a mini-death by removing some “life”
from the Guf. His words are: nvn 17ymm nxa nxmon =
nxmon mpbnond nnaa nvm. This is the reason Rav Shor
brings the Chazal that at the time we received the
Torah, all those that were sick, were disabled, 53 1xon

minn were healed, because we returned to the level of
Adam Harishon BEFORE the xovn, the time when the
Neshama powered the entire Guf, so even the physical
aspects of the Guf were perfect. So he reasons that all
“Tumahs” are based on that xvn, so nn nxmw teaches,
nudges the nyTn vy xvn and all the resultant “Tumahs”
follow that theory, as taught by the 0" »wnrn.

It would therefore make sense, as many Mefarshim
explain, that Adam had a nawn, a calculation to eat
from the nyTn yy. Doing so would create a stronger 102,
a greater test in serving Hashem with our own home
grown y1n ¥ INSIDE of us rather than as an outside
influence. We all have suffered from that malady at
one time or another- I think I have a better idea, even
better than the Halacha, even better than Hashem. Our
History has proven that we all have a problem with
obedience-“Nebach” Tumas Meis is a result of that
dilemma. So, Hashem gave us the antidote-PARAH
ADUMA- the ultimate pn, where man must do things
that have no explanation, no rhyme nor reason in order
to remove his own calculations from the picture. This
procedure, in which even the most intelligent of man
(they are the worst at this), must surrender to a higher
intellect- JUST DO IT ALREADY! This is in fact the
nmnn npn of all the Mitzvas. May we all be Zocheh to
do 1 ¥n just BECAUSE IT IS HIS nxn.

Among those that are nywb oovn.

>R YNV

/w./f b prD

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan's

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

ality have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.

OO

VH JLNODAYT




MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

22 ADAR

[lluminating Man’s Inner World

MARCH 6

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

#012

Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Ki Sisa - What Happens When One Trudges Back up the Mountain?

M any years ago late at night on a Motzei

ShabbosIwas walking through the old city
of Tzfas with a group of friends and associates
when one of the members of our group decided
that he wanted to meet a mekubal. We were in
the right city at the right time of day and pretty
soon the four of us were ushered into the study
of one of the leading Breslovers in Eretz Yisroel
and supposedly a Kabbalist of some note.

While the details of what we spoke about nearly
30 years ago has not stayed with me, what I can
never forget is his face and specifically his eyes.
I had never seen a face like that. He had almost
an angelic radiance and a holiness and fire in
his eyes that is nearly impossible to describe. I
remember walking out of his home and asking
my friend how does a mortal man, born to a
mother and of tangible flesh and blood develop
such a radiance.

Of course what I didn’t know then was that my
question was posed nearly two thousand years
earlier by the Medrash. After the entire drama
that unfolds in Parshas Ki Sisa, including the
entire narrative surrounding 7a2¥yn XN and the
subsequent giving of the second luchos, Moshe
Rabbeinu makes his way down from Har Sinai.
In perhaps one of the most lasting images in the
entire Torah, we are instructed that:

YN T NTY) NN7 QY1 1'0 1NN'NYN nT1a Nl
2721997y 7 P VTX7 nYM TR iaTa
AN

And it was when Moshe descended from
Mount Sinai and the two tablets were in his
hands that Moshe didn’t realize that the
skin of his face was radiant because he had
spoken with ‘Him’.
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As alluded to earlier, the question posed by
the Medrashim and the Rishonim is 701 |2'nn,
from where was the radiance taken from? Man
is not an angel and the supernatural doesn’t
just occur without without reason and without
explanation? In short what allows man to in
a way transcend the limitations of his own
physicality and corporeality?

The most simple and widely quoted pshat is

that the experience of Moshe receiving the Torah
from G-dandthe necessary hisbodedus between
Moshe and HKB’H led to the transformation of
Moshe Rabbeinu’s personage. As Rashi says
quoting the Medrash Tanchuma:

JI7 1'N32 071 7'01N NIRY DN |1U7 .07 1D
[N AIDIT ?TiND 77 NYN DT '
1D 7Y T NN N2 Wi MY ,myRn

Moshe merited this radiance from ‘the
cave’ when G-d ‘placed’ his hands on Moshe
Rabbeinu’s face. Radiance, according to this
pshat is a reflection of and a reaction to an
intense religious experience and of personal
revelation. Besides the logic of this perspective
it also maintains fidelity to the original pesukim
in that the pasuk says that Moshe’s face was
transformed INX 11171 - when G-d spoke with
him.

There are three other pshatim that have always
resonated with me. The Yalkut Shimoni in
answering the question of 701 |D'nn - from
where was the radiance taken from - answers
that it came from the 0IN71;772wW Ryn'y7, the ink
left in the bottom of the pen was placed onto
Moshe’s face. One is left wondering what these
tantalizing words mean - the ink left in the
bottom of the pen?

PARSHAS KI SISA 1
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh wrote that the ink
in question is the letter ’” that was left out of the
word I"V. When Moshe in Parshas Beha’aloscha
wrote about himself that'73n0 TN 1Y nwn Wil
NRTRD 2977y WK OTXN

his fundamental discomfort and humility didn’t
allow him to fully write the word 1MV and he
therefore took out the letter yud. This missing
yud so to speak became his radiance.

There is something so beautiful about this
image. Moshe saw himself as a kli through which
HKB’H communicated to the world. That sense
of just being a vessel without the ego running
roughshod is what emanated from him upon his
descent from Har Sinai.

Isaw this year a different answer to the question
of 701 |2'nN. The Yalkut Reuveini writes that this
1IN, this radiance, was a part of Moshe Rabbeinu
from the time of his birth as is mentioned in the
gemarah in Sotah that i7) n'an NX7nnN) 77w
MiX. That ohr says the Yalkut Reuveini was
created during the N'WUX11 'N' NWW and was
ganuz (hidden) once Moshe had to interact with
Pharoah and was subsequently returned to him
in full force before his descent from Har Sinai.

While one might question the dynamics of
when and why this radiance both left Moshe
and was then subsequently returned, the idea
seems overwhelmingly beautiful. Namely that
man in a way is born with a true inner light.
There are times in which that light is dimmed
but in our finest moments that light is restored.
There is something enormously reparative and
redemptive about that image.

To some degree what these pshatim don’t
answer is why did these 11V 117 only appear
with the giving of the second luchos. Moshe’s
oneness with G-d in the Nn1yn, his humility and
natural radiance should have all been present
and evident with the original pre-cheit ha’egel
giving of the luchos? I would like to go back to
the language of the DIN7I72W RvN'y7, the ink in
the own to answer this question.
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From the very first time I heard this language
that the radiance came from the remaining ink,
I was always led to one conclusion. Namely that
the ink in the bottom of the pen was referring
to Moshe Rabbeinu’s reservoir of strength and
inner fortitude. Moshe who never wanted the
leadership role in the first place. Moshe who
already by this time in Jewish History was
subject to the complaints and the revolts that
were to mark the years of sojourn. Moshe who
found himself doing battle with HKB’H to save
Bnei Yisroel from G-d’s wrath. Moshe who saw
and reacted to the presence of the eigel in the
midst of sanctity of the camp of Israel. Moshe
who sacrificed time with his own family to serve
the greater good - this same Moshe managed
to trudge back up the mountain and receive the
luchos again. That seems like Moshe Rabbeinu
tapping into the ink that remained in the bottom
of the pen - which is the reservoir of strength,
tolerance, faith, commitment, love and idealism
that undoubtedly was depleted but never
extinguished. This radiance most resolutely and
clearly emerged only after cheit ha’egel. This
reservoir of strength is what Moshe didn’t even
realize about himself VT' X7 nwnl, but radiated
from him and illuminated his very being. In
a way it’s the beauty of man’s essence being
wordlessly communicated to the world at large.

Do I know what lay behind the radiance of that
righteous man in Tzfas? Of course not. What I
do know is that the lesson of Moshe Rabbeinu
is that man, either through their hisbodedus
with HKB’H, or through the natural state of their
created soul, or through the genuine humility
that comes with experience or through the
tappinginto reservoirs of fortitude and resilience
can achieve genuine greatness, sanctity, and
radiance even within the confines of life with all
of its limitations and physicality. We should all
be zoche to experience a taste of that in our own
lifetimes.

Have a good Shabbos

R’ Blass can be reached at blass@yu.edu
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What did it do to you? — 17 nwy nn
Someone once came to the ‘Defender of Israel’, Rebbe Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev and told him about an older man, 70
years old, who went off the derech. The Tzaddik replied, ‘Look
at the spark of holiness that is in every Jew, even the lowest of
them. Here is a man who fought with his yetzer for 70 years, and
he did not want to rebel against the G-d of Israel chalilah...

We find a great teaching in our parsha which demonstrates the
extent one must go to judge another person favorably. After the
incident of the Golden Calf, Moshe Rabeinu came to Aharon
HaKohen and said to him (32:21), nxan ' ntn oyn )7 nwy nn'
'N7ITa nRLVN 17V — ‘What did this nation do to you that you
brought a great sin upon it?’ Rashi explains his words, ‘How
much torture did you suffer? For they must have tortured you
before you brought this sin upon them.” Moshe Rabeinu judged
his brother favorably, for surely if he did something like this, he
must have had a justifiable reason. And so, Aharon’s response
was, ‘Yes, that is what happened.” They killed Chur and he was
very afraid that they would do the same to him, and chalilah if
they would fulfill the posuk (Eichah 2:20) |02 'n ¥ Tpna aan' DX’
'8l — ‘Should Kohen and Navi be slain in the Sanctuary of
Hashem?’ In order that they not reach this state, so they not be
able to have atonement, he took this approach, and in this way
he saved Klal Yisrael from an even graver sin.
At times, every one of us has the need to rebuke someone;
parents to children, teachers to students, brother to brothers,
or one person to another. We must learn from Moshe Rabeinu
that before we approach someone to rebuke him, we have to
consider the person’s actions positively and to try to understand
what caused him to do what he did. Possibly, after carefully
examining the situation we will realize that there is nothing to
rebuke for. There is no guilt. As the Torah states (Vayikra 19:17)
'KON "7V KYUN 781 INMY DX NDIN NDIN' - ‘you shall reprove
your fellow and you shall not bear a sin because of him’. When
you come to reprove another, do not make him guilty with sin,
rather, ascertain together with him what happened and why it
happened, and most of the time it will become clear that what
happened did not happen because of wickedness, rather, it
happened because of stress and having no choice. Chazal said
(Avos 2:5) ‘do not judge your fellow until you have reached his
place’.

- Tiv HaTorah —Ki Sisa
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‘He will build a world of kindness’ — 'niar Ton n'7iy’
We were sitting shivah for our dear mother who had passed away.
Mother was a woman of kindness whose whole life revolved around
kindnesses, both revealed and concealed. Most of her chesed came
naturally to us in the house and we did not pay attention to her devotion
or what it took out of her for another in difficult times. Every Friday a
needy little boy would come to us and she would treat him special until
we sent him home so his parents would have time to calmly get him
ready for Shabbos. She would pour out kind words of encouragement
and many other mitzvos too numerous to count and during shivah we
began to get a little understanding of the great worth of our mother.
In the middle of shivah, a woman who endured difficulty came to
comfort us and told us that Mother was her support. | remember she
always left our house with shopping bags. | brought her to the kitchen
and | loaded her with food since so many people brought platters and
there was more food than we could ever eat. | saw the opportunity for a
hungry family to benefit from good food instead of throwing it out. (We
asked a Rav if we are allowed to give food to a hungry family from the
house of a mourner.) After supplying her with all these good things, it
was hard for her to make it to the bus stop. | sent my daughter to go with
her and help her to the bus stop. | thought, what will she do when she
has to change buses since she lives in another city far away, and how will
she manage when she gets off the bus at her stop and has to make it
home? While | was thinking these things, a good friend showed up who
came just about every day to comfort me and she lives in the same city
as that woman. | asked her if she truly wanted to help me and she said
that she did.
| asked her if she would take the woman home with all her bags as she
lives in a neighborhood literally right near her own.
She did it wholeheartedly, and she took the woman and all her shopping
bags to the door of her home and she gladly helped bring the bags inside
with her.
We saw how the siyata d’shmaya of the kindnesses of Mother had not
ceased and they still continued to leave the doors of her home.
May it be His will that this story be an elevation for the pure soul of my
mother, my teacher a”h.
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And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.” And He said, “I shall
cause all my goodness to pass before you, and I shall call out with
the Name Hashem before you; and | shall show favor when | show
favor, and | shall show mercy when I shall have mercy.” He said,
“You shall not be able to see My face, for no human can see My
face and live. Then I shall remove My palm and you will see My
back, but My face may not be seen. (33:18-23)
Rashi explains: And he said, “Please, show me Your glory” — Moshe
saw that it was a time of favorable disposition, and his words were
being accepted, so he went on to request that the vision of His glory
be shown to him.
This request is the fourth request that Moshe asked for after the sin
of the Golden Calf, and we have to consider what Gave Moshe the
opening to request this? Seemingly, this request is different from the
previous requests. The first requests were a result of the sin of the
Golden Calf itself. The result of this sin was as HaKadosh Baruch Hu
taught Moshe (33:1-3) that the nation will go up to the land to inherit
it, but the conquering of it will not be revealed as coming from the
power of the Shechina, rather it will come subliminally and through
an angel. Moshe had to request this as his first request (33:12) nn«I'
‘DY NYT NINAXK NNRIE MY N7YN WK IR INYTIN X7 - You did not
inform me whom You will send with me, yet You said, “I have made
you known with high repute”, and these words were accepted and
HaKadosh Baruch Hu rested His Shechina over Israel as before. Also
his next request (33:13) 27T NX X1 W TIN' — ‘make Your ways known
to me’, was a result of the sin of the Calf in order to appease
HaKadosh Baruch Hu for the very sin itself. It also gave him an
opening to appease Him if chas v’shalom they again sin before
Yisbarach, for then too he will have to ability to arouse compassion
on the Congregation of Israel. The next request too, (33:16) n>72’
"MMTRN 19 7V AWKR DY 700 i R 117911 Dy - ‘Your going with
us, and | and Your people should be set apart from all the people on
the face of the earth’. This was to let Israel now their repentance was
accepted, therefore, they merited amazing open miracles as before.
But the next request is different (33:18), 7723 nx X1 IXN' — ‘show
me Your glory’, Moshe had no rationale for this, except for the
explanation of Rashi: ‘Moshe saw that it was a time of favorable
disposition, and his words were being accepted, so he went on to
request that the vision of His glory be shown to him’. These words are
the answer to what Moshe saw as the right time to ask for this, but
these words do not answer why he asked for something unnatural,
something never before given to man.
| understand this based on something | heard many years ago from
Rebbe Tzvi Kovalsky. He explained that Moshe’s request was at a time
when HaKadosh Baruch Hu was testing the person. The person
already understands beforehand the benefit he will receive if he
withstands the challenge. This is what is meant by ‘show me Your
glory’, that is, that the person’s heart should not be down when he
stands in darkness and he cannot see the light. If he is down, then he
is compared to one who cannot bear the test of Hashem since he
does not see the benefit that will come to him through the difficulty
of the challenge. At that moment, the glory of Hashem is diminished
since the person does not realize the benefit. Also, there is concern
that if the person does not withstand the challenge, then he might
also not do the will of the Creator. Therefore, he requested that even
during a challenge, the person should recognize the benefit of
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HaKadosh Baruch Hu, for then he will understand that there is a
benefit hidden in this difficulty. Then he will be able to withstand it,
and instead of complaining about the ways of HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
he will thank Him for the good and kindness He shows him.

If these words are accurate, then the depth of Moshe is understood
why he pleaded for this after Israel stumbled with the Calf. Moshe
saw the extent of the difficulty of the challenge. Bnei Yisrael was still
standing under the aura of ‘Kabbalas HaTorah’, and Moshe going up
to Heaven for forty days to receive the ‘Luchos HaBris’, an extension
of ‘Kabbalas HaTorah’. He had not yet come down to them with the
Luchos, and the yetzer had already succeeded in turning them off
the path and lowering them from a lofty height to an abysmal low.
As Chazal describe it (Shabbos 88b) ‘as a bride acting wantonly
during her chuppah’. When Moshe how it succeeded in trapping
them and confusing the minds of the ‘Generation of Knowledge’
[Dor De’ah], he thought to himself, ‘If G-d’s trait of hiddenness is so
difficult to endure, who will ever withstand this challenge? If the fire
can bring down the strong cedars, then what chance does the moss
on the wall have?’ Therefore, he saw it fit to plead before Hashem
that from now on He would not make the challenges so
overwhelming. If the person measures the challenge, he will already
recognize the benefit that will come through it.

In order to understand the response of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to
Moshe, we must first understand Moshe’s request regarding the
‘face’ since everything depended on facial recognition. The way of
the world is that one person recognizes another by his face. Even a
person’s inner feelings and intents are recognizable in one’s face.
This is so in Heaven as well. Were their reasons known beforehand
it would have been categorized as ‘face’, however, since HaKadosh
Baruch Hu saw fit to hide his reasons, then it is now categorized as
‘back’. That is, just as it is impossible to understand the ways of a
person by looking at his back, so too it is impossible to understand
the ways of Heaven.

Now we come to HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s answer to Moshe: ‘You shall
not be able to see My face, for no man can see Me and live’. That is,
it is impossible to conduct the world below with the trait of ‘face’,
for the purpose of this world is to withstand challenges. If the person
understands the ways of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, he will not think
about withstanding the challenge, for who would not be able to
withstand a challenge if he knows what is hidden behind it.
However, now that you are promised ‘you will see My back, but My
face may not be seen’ —that even if people do not get the ‘face’, the
benefit hidden in the challenge, they will get that this difficulty is ‘my
back’, the ways of Hashem, and they come from Hashem to benefit
creatures that they not succumb to the wiles of the yetzer as a result
of the difficulty of the challenge. This will help them as HaKadosh
Baruch Hu told them (Devorim Rabbah, Re’eh) ‘Listen to Me, for
there is no person who has listened to me and lost out’.

We can also say that HaKadosh Baruch Hu intended with His answer
that since this world is one of challenge and hiddenness, therefore,
it is impossible for the person to recognize the benefit of the
challenge while he is ‘faced’ with it. Then he must negate his will to
the will of his Creator even if it seems to him that he will lose
everything. Even then he must be encouraged by thinking about ‘my
back’, that is, all the challenges that he has already withstood. Then
if he thinks that he will lose everything by not going against the will
of his Creator, he will realize that this is folly, and he will lose nothing
by doing the will of his Creator. Even if he does lose at the beginning,
there are situations he can consider where he can see that the loss
turns into a benefit. This will encourage him for future challenges.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Ki Sisa - Parah 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Amazing Revelation from the Sefas Emes

Betzalel Was a Gilgul of His Grandfather Chur Who Was
Murdered Trying to Prevent the Eigel Hence He Was Chosen
to Build the Mishkan an Atonement for the Cheit HaEigel

This week’s parshais parshas Ki Sisa. Thus, itis fitting to
examine the appointment of Betzalel by HKB”H to oversee
the construction of the Mishkan. The Torah teaches us that
to fulfill this task, he was divinely imbued with the spirit of
G-d—with wisdom, intuition and knowledge. Here are the
pertinent pesukim (Shemos 31, 1):

mURY 71 12 97N 12 TRYRE Dwa RPN nRRY nwn YR et

,5RY7 Toa1 nyTat ma1anat anasna oephR MmN o amN KRN

NIRYAY 1aN AWIMna  AWnIaT §U5a1 anra mwyy navnn awns
SRR Y03 mwyy vy nwians

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “See, I have called
by name Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur, of shevet Yehudah. I
have filled him with the spirit of G-d, with wisdom, with
understanding, with knowledge, and with every type
of work—to make calculations, to work with gold, with
silver and with copper; and in the craft of stonecutting
for filling, and in the craft of woodcarving—to do every
type of work.”

Similarly, in parshas Vayakheil, when Moshe informed
Yisrael of this appointment, it says (ibid. 35, 30): rwn anx”
Ron1, 171 un 91t 12 21N 12 YRYNS nwa ' KA IR TR 3 DR
nawnna Snenst noxYR Poa1 npTat M1ans mnasna oapby mn s
JRwnast qoesat anta neyy Moshe said to Bnei Yisrael, “See,
Hashem has called by name, Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur,

of shevet Yehudah. He filled him with the spirit of G-d,
with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge
and with every craft—to make artistic designs, to work
with the gold, with the silver and with the copper.”

We learn from our blessed sages that Betzalel was only
thirteen years old when he built the Mishkan. This fact is
taught in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 69b): 22 1own YRYxa 72y *51”
71991 12 11 tas—when Betzalel built the Mishkan, how
old was he? Thirteen years old. This deserves further
scrutiny. As mentioned, Betzalel was uniquely qualified
to perform this task, because he was imbued with a divine
spirit. So, of all the available G-d-fearing, meritorious
tzaddikim in Yisrael to choose from, why did HKB”H choose
the young Betzalel in particular to construct the Mishkan
and fashion its vessels? We find an explicit answer to this
question in the Midrash (S.R. 48, 3):

“See, Hashem has called by name, Betzalel ben Uri
ben Chur” Why was it necessary for the passuk to
mention Chur here? Because when Yisrael wished to
worshipidolatry, he sacrificed hislife for HKB”H and did
not allow them to do so; consequently, they assaulted
him and murdered him. HKB”H said, “On your life (I
promise you), I will compensate you (for this heroic act).”
Itis analogous to a king whose legions rebelled against
him. His general stood up and opposed them. He said

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

Parshas Ki Sisa - Parah 5781 | 1

OO



to them, “You are rebelling against the king!” They
proceeded to murder him.

The king declared, “If he had given me money,
wouldn’t I have been obliged to repay him?! All the
more so, since he sacrificed his life for me. So, what
will I do for him? I will make all of his offspring
ministers and governors. Thus, when Yisrael made
the eigel, Chur opposed them and sacrificed his life for
HKB”H. So, HKB”H said to him, “On your life (I promise
you), all of your progeny, I will elevate them and make
them reputable.” As it states, “See, Hashem has called
by name, Betzalel . . . and He has filled him with the
spirit of G-d.”

According to the Arizal in Sefer HaLikutim (Vayakheil
35), this passuk in parshas Vayakheil cited by the Midrash
is teaching us an important piece of information. HKB”H
wished to demonstrate to Yisrael that not only had He
forgiven them for the “cheit ha’eigel,” but He also forgave
them for murdering Chur. He asserts that it was difficult
for Yisrael to believe that the building of the Mishkan
would atone for the grievous sin of the eigel. Therefore,
Moshe said to them, “See!” He drew their attention to the
incredible fact that Hashem had chosen none other than
Betzalel to build the Mishkan—the grandson of Chur, the
man they had murdered for attempting to prevent them
from making the eigel. He offered this to them as proof that
the work and construction of the Mishkan would atone for
the sin of the eigel, seeing as the prosecutor had become an
advocate. Specifically, for this reason, the passuk traces his
lineage only back to Chur: “Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur”—
no more, no less. It highlights that he was a descendant of
Chur; the prosecutor would now be their advocate.

The Reason HKB”H Consulted with Yisrael
regarding the Appointment of Betzalel

It is worthwhile adding the comments of the Chasam
Sofer on this week’s parsha. He explains the following
Gemara based on the Midrash cited above (Berachos
55a): meoma 12 oR RUR 7120801 B 0198 Prrmyn PR, 130 RN
menb K17 713 wrEn 1Y AR HRYEE Bwa ' RAP IRT RNy 1a8a
19w Y3 &Y 2287 1t anb ox pby Hw 113n 1Y anR HRs phy an

Shvilei Pinches

02°oy 1A, PRAwYy v ARt o ey nR v 19 0a Yy aR 1Y mKR
55 K 12928, 1120 N1 722951 R 7192 WP 218 BN 1Y 19naR  SRYea
/sw Rabbi Yitzchak said: We do not appoint a leader
over the community without consulting with the
community. For, it is stated: “See, Hashem has called
by name, Betzalel” HKB”H asked Moshe, “Moshe, do
you consider Betzalel worthy (of this task)?” He replied
to Him: “Master of the Universe, if he is worthy in Your
eyes, then he is surely worthy in my eyes!” He (HKB”H)
said to him, “Nevertheless, go and ask them (Yisrael).”
He went and said to Yisrael, “Do you consider Betzalel
worthy?” They answered him, “If he is worthy in the
eyes of HKB”H and in your eyes, then he is certainly
worthy in our eyes!”

We must endeavor to explain why HKB”H opted to
consult with Yisrael specifically with regards to this
appointment of Betzalel to manage the construction of the
Mishkan. In light of the Midrash, the Chasam Sofer explains
that HKB”"H commanded Yisrael to build the Mishkan
to atone for the “cheit ha'eigel” Furthermore, Betzalel
merited being in charge of the entire project, since he was:
“Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur”; he was the grandson of the
man who sacrificed his life in an attempt to prevent Yisrael
from making the eigel.

Now, we have learned in the Mishnah (Megillah 25a)
that the incident of the eigel is read from the Torah and
is also translated for the congregation. The Gemara (ibid.
25Db) explains the advantage of this practice: wirty R 172"
"I98 1Y R 1D KT 1w U5 1Y yawn R YRwe Y p1iast—you
might have said that we should be concerned about the
honor of Yisrael (and, therefore, should not translate this
passage); thus, it teaches us that it is definitely agreeable
to them (to have it translated), because it is an atonement
for them. The Chasam Sofer points out, however, that it will
be an atonement only if the congregation wants their shame
publicized for the sake of atonement.

It was precisely for this reason that HKB”H sent Moshe
to inquire if the people felt that Betzalel was a worthy,
acceptable appointee.
his appointment, since it would cause them shame and
embarrassment; it would remind them of the egregious sin

Perhaps, they would object to
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they committed with the eigel and the murder of Chur. If
they felt that their sin was too serious to be forgiven, his
appointment would serve no purpose. In fact, the opposite
They favored Betzalel’s appointment, so that
their sin would be atoned for as a result of their shame and

was true.

embarrassment.

Chur Reincarnated into Betzalel
so that Yisrael Would Rectify His Murder

We will now produce a magnificent chiddush from the
Sefas Emes (Likutim Vayakheil) concerning this Midrash.
Not only did HKB”H choose Betzalel to build the Mishkan,
because he was the grandson of Chur, but Chur himself
reincarnated into Betzalel. In fact, HKB”H actually altered
Betzalel's appearance to resemble Chur. This transformation
is what prompted Moshe to say to Yisrael: “See, Hashem
has called by name, Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur.”

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, it
appears that we can find an allusion to this interpretation
in the actual text. As mentioned at the beginning of this
essay, HKB”H announces the appointment of Betzalel at the
beginning of our parsha, and Moshe repeats it to Yisrael in
parshas Vayakheil as follows: “See, Havaya has called by
name, Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur, of shevet Yehudah. He
filled him with the spirit of Elokim, with wisdom, with
understanding, with knowledge and with every craft.”
We must endeavor to explain why Moshe Rabeinu initially
employs the name Havaya, the name of divine mercy—
“rachamim”—and concludes with the name Elokim, the
name that reflects the midah of “din.”

In Likutei Torah (Ki Sisa), the Arizal asserts that Chur
was a gilgul of Adam HaRishon, who was guilty of avodah-
zarah when he committed the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” This is
evident from the nachash’s remark to Chava (Bereishis 3,
4): mopHRD oo 0Dy PR 1hn noYoR B1a 0D mIPYR YT 0"
g1 3w p1 For G-d knows that on the day you eat of
it your eyes will be opened and you will be like G-d,
knowing good and bad. Rashi explains: 1218 75 ,p110 22"
%1, 2UPTRD BRI .EYIYT AR RT3 YR PP 1R IR 218 DR XY
»mm>1y  The nachash argued: “Every craftsman hates
others of his craft; G-d ate from the tree and created

Shvilei Pincles

the world. So, by eating from the tree, you will be like
G-d, fashioners of the world.” Therefore, Chur sacrificed
his life attempting to prevent Yisrael from making the eigel
to atone for Adam HaRishon’s act of avodah-zarah.

In this light, we can make sense of Moshe’s declaration
to Yisrael: “See, Havaya has called by name, Betzalel
ben Uri ben Chur, of shevet Yehudah.” The name Havaya
indicates that HKB”H had mercy on Yisrael. He provided
them with atonement for the “cheit ha’eigel” and the
murder of Chur by appointing Betzalel, Chur’s grandson, to
oversee the construction of the Mishkan and its vessels.

The continuation of the text goes on to allude to the
wondrous ways of Hashem: "m'p¥x m11 1mx Xvm»'—He
instilled in him the spirit (n"1) of Elokim. The word n«n
is an anagram of a"im—alluding to the fact that he instilled
in Betzalel the neshamah of Chur; the use of the name
Elokim indicates that this was an act of “din” designed to
atone for Adam HaRishon'’s sin of avodah-zarah. Now, Chur
reincarnated into Betzalel, whom HKB”H imbued “with
wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and
with every craft” to construct the Mishkan as atonement
for the “cheit ha'eigel” and the murder of Chur.

This explains the continuation of the passuk very nicely:
“He filled him with the spirit of G-d, with wisdom, with
understanding, with knowledge and with every craft—
to make artistic designs, to work with the gold, with the
silver and with the copper.” Since he was a gilgul of Chur,
he remembered everyone who participated actively in his
murder; conversely, he recognized everyone who merely
stood by silently without condemning Chur’s murder but
did not participate in the murder. Based on the level of
their involvement in that heinous act, he determined
whose contributions would be used for the holier parts of
the Mishkan and whose contributions would be used for
other parts of the Mishkan.

The Magnificent Relationship between
Betzalel and Aharon HaKohen in the Avodah
of the Mishkan

Based on this introduction, we will examine the
magnificent relationship that existed between Betzalel and

e Rty I e Y e e 1 N e T P e N s
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Aharon with regards to the avodah in the Mishkan. On the
one hand, Betzalel, the gilgul of Chur— who was murdered
sanctifying the name of Hashem, by attempting to prevent
Yisrael from making the eigel—merited constructing
the Mishkan and its vessels, which atoned for the “cheit
ha’eigel.” On the other hand, Aharon, who actually made
the eigel to spare Yisrael from extermination, merited
performing the sacrificial service in the Mishkan—offering
korbanos to atone for Yisrael’s act of avodah-zarah.

Let us begin with a tremendous chiddush in the Midrash
(V.R. 10, 3).
and possible consequences for making the eigel in order

Aharon accepted upon himself the blame

to save Yisrael from extermination. In this merit, HKB”H
chose him to be the Kohen Gadol, the one who performs the
service on Yom HaKippurim in the Kodesh HaKodashim.
This explanation is based on the sages’ elucidation of the
passuk (Tehillim 45, 8): mopox qrwn 15 Yy ywa Rawn P12 Nanx’
"marn WY 1w yk—you love righteousness and hate
wickedness; therefore, Elokim, your G-d, has anointed
you with oil of joy from among your peers.

When Yisrael performed that ignoble deed, they
originally approached Chur. They asked him to make
them a god. When he refused their request, they
attacked him and killed him . . . Afterwards, they
approached Aharon, asking him to make them a god.
Hearing their request, Aharon immediately became
fearful . .. He deliberated as to how to proceed. They
had already killed Chur, who was a prophet. If they
now Killed him, a kohen, they would in effect be
fulfilling the passuk (Eichah 2, 20): "Should a kohen and
a prophet be slain in the sanctuary of Hashem"; they
would be exiled immediately . . . Aharon figured that
if they make the eigel, they will be held accountable
for the despicable act; it is preferable that I be held
accountable and not Yisrael . .. HKB"H said to Aharon:
For "loving righteousness," attempting to vindicate My
children, and not wishing to hold them accountable
("hating wickedness"), "therefore, Elokim, your G-d,
anointed you." He said to him: From the entire tribe
of Levi, only you will be chosen to fill the position of
Kohen Gadol.

Shvilei Pinclhes

This is also discussed in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 7a).
There, however, it states that had Yisrael also murdered
Aharon, there would have been no remedy for them. They
deduce this from the following passuk (Shemos 32, 5):

"Aharon saw and built a mizbeiach before him."
What did he see? Rabbi Binyamin the son of Yefet said
in the name of Rabbi Elazar: He saw Chur slaughtered
before him. He figured: If I do not do as they wish, they
will now do to me what they did to Chur, and they will
fulfill through me the words of the passuk (Eichah 2, 20):
"Should a kohen and a navi be Kkilled in the Sanctuary
of Hashem." As a consequence, there will never be a
remedy for them; therefore, it is preferable that they
make an eigel—leaving open the possibility that they
will have a remedy by means of teshuvah.”

The Self-sacrifice of Aharon
versus the Self-sacrifice of Chur

This prompts the Chasam Sofer to ask: The prohibition
against avodah zarah falls into the category of "be killed
rather than transgress.” So, how did he conclude that
it was preferable to transgress this aveirah? ... Even
more surprising is the fact that in the aftermath of the
incident of the eigel, he was appointed Kohen Gadol.
How did he merit that?

He explains that the concept of "mesirus nefesh" means
sacrificing one's spiritual self to Hashem, as well. In other
words, one has to be willing to also forfeit his portion in
Olam HaBa. If a person is only sacrificing his physical body
in Olam HaZeh, it wouldn't be termed "mesiras nefesh"
but rather "mesiras guf." Here are his sacred words:

In the "mussar” sefarim, it is presented in the name
of a particular chassid that if it was decreed from
above that for a mitzvah we would be punished and
for an aveirah we would be rewarded, I would still
perform the mitzvah and not the aveirah out of love
for Hashem—Kknowing that it is the will of my Maker
to perform the mitzvah ... He explains there that this
is the true meaning of "mesiras nefesh." If we merely
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sacrifice our lives for the honor of Hashem, we have not
sacrificed our souls but only our bodies . .. but if we
perform an act that causes the forfeiture of the soul,
knowing that one's soul will descend to hell to be lost
forever, and nevertheless one does not desist, because
Hashem will be sanctified by this act, this is a true act
of "mesiras nefesh."

Based on this notion, he proceeds to explain Aharon's
rationale for making the eigel. We learned from the Gemara
that he had already witnessed the murder of Chur and
feared that if they killed him too, the words of the passuk
would be fulfilled: "Should a kohen and a navi be killed
in the Sanctuary of Hashem." As a result, they would
be lost forever; therefore, he concluded that it would be
preferable for them to make the eigel, for which they could
make amends by means of teshuvah.

Theconnectionbetween Betzaleland Aharonisnow quite
apparent. Betzalel was the gilgul of Chur, who sacrificed
is physical body to prevent Yisrael from making the eigel.
Therefore, as his reward, he merited building the physical
structure of the Mishkan and its vessels. Aharon, on the
other hand, was willing to sacrifice his soul, to be disgraced
for all eternity, to spare Yisrael from extermination.
Therefore, he merited performing the internal avodah—
the service of the korbanos in the Mishkan. They both
contributed to the sanctity of the Mishkan, which was an
atonement for the “cheit ha’eigel.”

Moshe United the Forces of Aharon in Chur
in the Battle against Amalek

With this in mind, we can offer a wonderful explanation
for Moshe Rabeinu’s decision to have Aharon and Chur
join him atop the hill in the battle against Amalek. Here
are the pertinent pesukim (Shemos 17, 10): ywim wy»”
LIY2A7 WRA 9P I 10N Rt phnya orbeay awn 19 9K AwRs
S, PRy 1A 1T MY TWRDT DRIW? 1231 17w 00 wRs
19793 1970 I NN DY W AR 10w 1A P 021as fwn
JamR ot R - Yehoshua did as Moshe instructed
him, to do battle with Amalek; and Moshe Aharon and
Chur ascended to the top of the hill. It so happened that
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when Moshe would raise his hand, Yisrael prevailed;
and when he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.
Moshe’s arms grew heavy; so, they took a rock, placed
it underneath him and he sat on it; and Aharon and
Chur supported his hands, one on this side and one
on that side.

Now, the Sefas Emes (Yisro 5635) asserts that the “cheit
ha’eigel” was attributable to the poisonous venom Amalek
infected Yisrael with during their battle. He writes:
Without a doubt, all of the wrongdoings that were done
subsequently with the “eigel,” everything happened on
account of the wicked Amalek. May his name be blotted
out! In a similar vein, he writes (Purim 5636): The truth
is that the entire “cheit ha’eigel” is attributable to the
wicked Amalek, who confused us prior to receiving the
Torah and injected venom and the leaven in the dough

(the yetzer hara).

With this understanding, the Sefas Emes (Parah
5638) interprets Yehoshua's remark to Moshe when they
approached the camp after Yisrael had sinned with the
eigel (ibid. 32, 17): YR =m0 a3 oyn Yip nR ywir yaws”
"mamna manyn Y1y nwn—Yehoshua heard the sound of
the people in its shouting, and he said to Moshe, “The
sound of battle is in the camp!” According to the Sefas
Emes, Yehoshua sensed via his “ruach hakodesh” that the
“cheit ha'eigel” was a remnant and repercussion of the
battle with Amalek, which he himself participated in, as
per the passuk (ibid. 17, 9): mowax 1% 1n2 pwim R mwn naxe”
msbnaya arye Rx1—Moshe said to Yehoshua, “Choose men
for us and go out, do battle with Amalek.”

We can now comprehend Moshe Rabeinu’s profound
reason for having Aharon and Chur accompany him during
that battle. Through the power of nevuah, he knew that
Amalek had infected the hearts and dedication of Yisrael,
which ultimately led to the making of the eigel. Hence, he
strategically had the two people who sacrificed themselves
to save Yisrael from the “cheit ha'eigel” join him on the
hilltop—Chur who was killed for standing in the way of the
people and Aharon who complied by making the eigel.
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Furthermore, they were the suitable choices for thatrole,
since they were destined to play integral roles in the service
of the Mishkan, the atonement for the “cheit ha’eigel.” Chur,
who reincarnated into Betzalel, was imbued with “ruach
Elokim” to construct the Mishkan and its vessels. Aharon
performed the avodah of the korbanos in the Mishkan to
atone for Bnei Yisrael. Foreseeing the integral roles that
those two would play in the Mishkan—the atonement for
the “cheit ha'eigel”—Moshe concluded that they would
most certainly possess the power to assist him in the battle
with Amalek that caused the “cheit ha'eigel.”

Atthis point, itis fitting to present a wonderful allusion

found in the sefer Bris Kehunas Olam. In his usual, sacred

Me.

manner, he offers an explanation as to why Moshe chose
to have Aharon and Chur join him during the battle with
Amalek. He points out that the gematria of their two
names--1"n "R (470)—is exactly the same as the milui
of p'ony--n"1p 'Y o™ 1y (130+80+74+186=470). This
coincides beautifully with what we have discussed in this
essay. Aharon and Chur were essential to the service
of the Mishkan, which was an atonement for the “cheit
ha’eigel” They possessed the power to combas Amalek,
who caused the “cheit ha’eigel.” In the merit of assisting
Moshe to defeat Amalek, they merited being intimately
involved afterwards with the Mishkan to provide

atonement for Yisrael.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

n this Parsha, Betzalel is asked to accept the position

of overseeing the construction of the Mishkan and

its Keilim. The Medrash discusses when, despite the
responsibility of each person to accept any communal
responsibility, especially when approached, there are times
when people should step back and reject a responsibility
given to them.

R' Akiva was asked to get an Aliya. He rejected the offer
since, in those days, the person getting an Aliya would
read that portion. R' Akiva said he wasn’t prepared. The
Chachamim praised him for his decision.

| have seen people jump to speak by a Sheva Brochos
without an idea of what they will say.They didn’t give Kavod
to the Chosson and they didn’t present themselves as being
a Ben Torah or even a thought-out person.The same is true
when people Daven on Shabbos or Yom Tov without having

a good voice or a song in mind.

Certainly, people shouldn’t accept a position if it requires
people’s natural weaknesses. Many times people do so
because of the rush of being seen as important, even if it
will only last a few minutes

Yet, there’s also a rule that even an under qualified person
should accept a responsibility if he is the most qualified
person available. | suggest he makes it clear to everyone
what he can, and can'’t, offer them.

While this Parsha thought seems to be more of a life
skill, it highlights that part of being a Torah-based person
is appreciating how the Chachamim advise us in these
mundane areas of our lives. All of this is considered
necessary knowledge to be a true Torah-based person.

A Better Way to Stress

would like to share a thought that | have repeated

several times, in different contexts, during this last week.

It involves a range of emotions, all of which are valid and
often helpful, but can also be damaging.

A very close friend of mine contracted Covid and was
concerned that his medical history may place him in
the high-risk category. It didn’t help that someone had
warned him that he might die if he doesn’t take care of
himself. He was stressing and, as is often the case when
we stress, he wasn’t thinking practically. | suggested to him
as follows: There’s a significant difference between
being logically stressed and emotionally stressed.

People who are logically worried act on their worry. They
call their doctor and confirm if there is or is not increased
risk. If there is an increased risk, they are ready to follow
the instructions given to them. If there are no further
instructions, they are comfortable going back to their room

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

to read a good book until they complete their quarantine.
Being logically worried is a motivator to take the next step,
even if the person normally hates doctors or is lazy.

This is in sharp contrast to those who are emotionally
stressed. They often freeze, delay making the necessary
phone calls, and even after doing whatever they can, they
continue to worry.The worry is needless and, in some cases,
causes people’s health to deteriorate. It certainly makes
them less fun to be around. Once people become no fun,
they will become resentful of the people they chased away,
claiming that “nobody cares about me”, when that’s not the
truth.And, as we all know, the negative cycle continues.

When | offered this advice to a relative (relatives hardly
ever listen to me), she told me, “Youre wired differently.
Not everyone thinks like you and you can’t tell people
how to think”. She felt that emotional stress is either an
inherent right or a lifetime disability, and was offended by
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the suggestion to change. She said it, somehow believing that
she should be allowed to make bad decisions and “enjoy”
the stress-induced meltdown.While | may not think like she
does, it is only because | put significant effort not to.VWhen
| was younger | used to think like her, although perhaps not
to the same degree.

Here’s another example of this concept. Another friend
of mine (I never realized that | had that many friends) felt
guilty that he may have given the virus to someone else. His
concern was completely unsubstantiated. So, | told him that
there is a difference between logical and emotional guilt.
Emotional guilt causes people to freeze, become anxious,
and then they aren’t fun to be around. It can even destroy
a relationship when his guilt causes each side to interact
unnaturally with the other.

| told my friend that his next step, after feeling guilty
(again, | would add, completely baseless guilt) is to realize
that emotion is positive as an initial
reaction but not when he allows the
emotion to “lead the team”.The next
step or, in his case, his next thought,
can either be emotional or logical. In
his case, there is no next step. So the
logical reaction is, since there is no
next step, to move on.

controlled emotion...”

Logical guilt is a positive emotion.And,

yes, we are talking about emotions

even though we are also talking about

logic.Logic that follows pure emotion is nothing more
than a controlled emotion, not emotion in freefall. A
logical response doesn’t mean that the person doesn’t
have emotions. The definition of an emotion (courtesy
of Google) is "a natural instinctive state of mind deriving
from one's circumstances, mood, or relationships with
others". We all react to circumstances emotionally.
Some then react emotionally, others logically.

| then offered my guilt-ridden friend something else to
consider regarding the difference between logical and
emotional thoughts. Another of my rules is that there
is a difference between worry (emotional) and
concern (logical). Worry is when we focus on something
about which we don’t have enough information and/or it is
premature to act on the information we have. For instance,
whether he was even positive for the virus to be able to
have transmitted it to the other person.

| told my friend that, in his situation, even if he did test

"Logic that fallaws
pure emotion 1s

nat[ving more than a

positive he will never know who gave it to whom or if they
came in contact with other people. In his situation, | offered
him an additional thought. I never focus my thoughts on
anything about which | will never be able to draw a
definitive conclusion. Wondering “what if..”” or "maybe
l..” can never lead to anything definite so | avoid going there
at all.

So, if someone feels the emotion of guilt, he can still respond
logically and it doesn’t make him any less of an emotional
person. It just makes him someone who appreciates
extracting the good and rejecting the bad parts of their
emotions.

Here’s another example. Many people are forced to deal
with someone else very daintily. The other person either
has a temper or the two are getting over a recent fight. This
can be really stressful and people use the expression that
"they are walking on eggshells" when interacting with the
other person.

Walking on eggshells is always
noticed by the other person,
whether consciously or otherwise.
As a result, the tension between the
two increases, not decreases. That
is because the person is stressing
emotionally. Instead, if they only
stressed logically they would not act
as if on eggshells. Instead, they would
act with deliberation, the positive side
of walking on eggshells.

This concept applies to every one of our emotions. Here’s
one last example. Jealousy is a bad trait. That’s because we
apply the emotion of jealousy, not the logic. Logically, if
someone has something | want, such as a positive trait, it
increases my competitive edge and it motivates me to work
harder.

While my suggestions may be difficult to apply, the first
message | would like to convey is for readers to appreciate
that our reactions aren’t the only way we are capable of
reacting. VWe can get a grip on our emotions and be more
effective. Just the knowledge is empowering, allowing us
slowly, incrementally, to take control of our emotions.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #23
Beginnings with Chochmah: Betzalel Part 4, Alef-Bais - and Spring
By David Gurwitz

We finally reach spring, after experiencing
what many in the snow-belt consider the most
difficult winter in decades.

However, it is always instructive at this time of
year to look beyond the veil of nature and to
see the snow and the coming out of it into
spring as a source of constant reminders of
Bereishis.

This is the basis of our preparation for Pesach,
as we are commanded by the Torah in its
1,820™" posuk to observe the new moon. As we
have discussed, the value formed by the
spelled-out six letters of the word Bereishis is
1,820. Nothing is random.

This reinforces what the Kuzari says that the
word Elokim - Bereishis barah Elokim - has the
same gematria as the word hateva, nature.
Hashem is so-called “"nature.”

We also see this "beyond nature” lesson in the
structure of the word Purim and in the teaching
that what looks like a story of a series of natural
events, with no direct mention of Hashem’s
name, is proof of the unending chochmah and
hidden guidance of Hashem’s Hand. How so0?

We have discussed in the past that the word
Purim has a reish in the middle (symbolizing the
head), with two sets of letters on either side, the
pey and the vov on the right, and the yud and
the mem on the left.

These two sets of “side” letters share several
characteristics. First, the right side combo - pey
and vov - add up to 86, which is the value of
hateva. The left side pair - yud and mem - add
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up to 50, which refers to beyond nature, as well
as nun, 50, shaarei binah, gates of
understanding. It also hints at the tree of 50
amos on which Haman was hanged as a result of
a seemingly natural set of circumstances.

Second, during Purim, we focus on the word
overturned: venahafoch. We also see this word
several times in the Torah, in Tehillim, and even
in the third paragraph of Lecha Dodi, where it
means upheaval.

There is another use of this word that is not
commonly known, which relates directly to the
word - and lesson - of Purim. The use is in the
name of the Alef-Bais, which, according to
Kabbolah, starts with the highest letter and
number - sof - and heads downward.

From our point of view, this system is called the
seder hahepuch. This is the order that the world
was created with, not starting with the Alef-Bais.
This is the order that contrasts with the seder
hayoshor, the system of straight order, from alef
to sof.

There is a sort of combination of the two orders,
known as At-Bash, which reconciles these two
orders and provides deep lessons. In essence,
we combine the first letter from each direction -
alef and sof, bais and shin, etc. - to show how
seemingly disparate ideas and events, even
what appears opposite, are connected.

In the word Purim, the side letters pey and vov,
as well as yud and mem, also share the fact that
they are each the corresponding "At-Bash” letter
of each other.

OO



In this regard, as we continue thinking about
Betzalel and Ohaliav (whose chochmah enabled
them to build the Mishkan with the chochmah
of Bereishis), it is quite fascinating to consider
that the three words Betzalel, Ohaliav and
Bereishis all share the fact that they each
contain the letters alef and bais. In addition,
the letters of the word Bereishis also contain
the combinations alef-sof and bais shin -
matches of "At-Bash.”

How does this analysis of Lashon Hakodesh
relate to the idea of spring?

In Shemos 13:4, the Torah says, "Today, you
are going out in the month of Aviv.” Rashi
explains this "new” month seemingly called
Aviv: "Now, do we not know in what month
they went out? Rather, this is what Moshe said
to them: 'See the loving-kindness that He
bestowed upon you, that He took you out in a
month in which it is suitable to go out, when
there is neither heat nor cold nor rain.”

This discussion also ties in beautifully with our
Shabbos study of the posuk from Tehillim 106
which states, "Mi chochom veyishmar eileh
veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is
wise, let him note these things and they will
understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

In Devorim 16:1, the Torah says, "Guard the
month of Aviv and make [then] the Pesach
offering.” This use of the word “spring” is
guiding us to make sure that Pesach will
always line up with the correct season, during
the aviv, spring.

Rashi also provides two more explanations for
the word aviv. First, from Shemos 23:15, he
says that aviv comes from the Hebrew word
that is literally translated as “greenness.” Here,
it means the month when the grain fills out in
its “greenness.” Also, aviv comes from the
Hebrew word av, literally translated as
“father.” Aviv is the first (“father”) and earliest
month for fruits to ripen.

Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair is an incredible
writer, speaker, and photographer of the Holy
Land. He shares inspiration from Veshoresh
Ha’emunah by Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch
zt”l, as heard from Rabbi Mordechai Fishberg:
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"Time is like that toy train. We are passengers
on a train that travels in an eternal circle. Every
seven days, we go through a station called
Shabbos. It’s the same station. It’s the same
Shabbos. It’s the same temporal landscape as
last week; the same Shabbos as the first
Shabbos of Creation.

“"Similarly, every spring, we revisit the train
station called Pesach. It’s the same Pesach as
last year. It’s the same as the first Pesach.
Thus, it contains all the power of freedom of that
first Pesach. Its power is undiluted by the years.
Because, in reality, the years have not passed
by. The same reality that existed then exists
now. The exodus from Egypt created a spiritual
landscape which is the essence of this time of
the year. It’s in the air. All we need to do is to
hook into it. We do this by fulfilling the mitzvos
of the Seder. These are our tools by which we
can hook into the power of freedom that is all
around us.

"Look outside. The trees are blooming. The call
of the dove is heard in our land. We must heed
that call - that call of freedom. Each one of us
has our own pressures, our own constrictions,
our own little 'portable Egypt’ that we carry
around inside ourselves. The message of Pesach
is that we can escape from our narrow
constriction. We can be free.

"We can start again. All we need to do is to hear
the voice of the dove - to start anew. The word
for spring in Hebrew is aviv. The first two letters
of the word aviv are alef and bais. We can go
back to Alef-Bais. We can renew ourselves as
before.

“"As it says in the Haggadah: 'Each person is
obliged to see himself as if he actually came out
of (the limitation of) Egypt.””

We can end with the thought that moving from
the other direction - sof, shin, reish - forms the
word Tishrei, when we actually move into fall
and winter, unlike aviv, when we move from alef
to bais into spring and renewal.

To be continued...

David
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IT AIN'T OVER TILL IT’S OVER

(This article is from Ki Sisa 2016)

Am Yisrael were commanded to bring 2pw:1 noxnn. Many meforshim elaborate why the Torah only
demanded a half shekel for the rectification of their sin of making the Aigel. We would like to suggest the
following. The sin of the Aigel happened during midday at twelve o’clock. In reality had they have waited
another six hours the new day would have started and Moshe would have come down Har Sinai with the
Luchos. The emphasis of the half shekel is to focus on the demerit that already at half time they became
so weakened with the overwhelming feeling of doom to the point that they lacked emunah that they
could retreat and salvage from their falling whatever they could.

The word n°xrncontains the word nnor on surrounding the word *xr. These are one’s two choices when
he is half through the averiah. Either one can gird himself with kedusha and stop as if he was nnor he can
continue and finish the desire which is the combination of letters onto complete. This indicates that one
is not doomed until he finishes the act for he has the power of bechirah up until the very end. For
instance when one involuntarily is suddenly faced with seeing an inappropriate sight he still has the
bechirah not to look a second time. His responsibility is to control himself and refrain from a second look.
He has to fight his yetzer harah not to persuade him into thinking he is already doomed because he saw
the picture. He can make this undesirable scene “dead” nn, instead of “completing” it for the second time.
The entire episode is a test whether he would allow a “second” glance to take place or not.

A similar episode with different results, occurred with Yosef went to Potifar’s house with the intentions to
commit adultery according to one opinion in Chazal. The wife of Potifar grabbed him by his 732 which the
sefarim translate as 77°32 which means traitor or rebel. In essence they explain than when Yosef felt
remorse over his intention and thereby refused to actualize his thoughts, she tried to seduce him into
fulfilling his passions because he is already doomed and condemned due to his sensuous thoughts and
desires alone. The passuk says 7X7 X% ymithat he ran and went out to the outside. He managed to
escape the lure of the wife of Potifar by saying to himself 7% which finds its roots in the word >x11. The
actual aveirah was not yet completed and we are holding only at the halfway point. Yosef therefore chose
to run and save himself self and not complete the other half.
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By the Makkah of Barad (Hail) the Torah tells us that the plague stopped in midair as if the force of gravity
ceased. Why couldn’t it just end like the rain that it stops when no more falls from heaven? We could
answer that Hashem wanted to show Am Yisrael that even though there is a force of gravity; one can stop
in the middle of the fall. So too Am Yisrael can be spiraling down to a bottomless pit of fifty levels of
tumah, it too can be stopped even at the end of the fall.

We see from this that midway does not determine whether one’s arrival will be at the port of departure
or by the destination. Interesting to note is that the root of the word >xris the letters nxwhich symbolize
the 98 curses found in the Tochacha (Ki Sivo). Halfway could lead to the end which one will encounter
curses. Taking the letter yud, which symbolizes chachmah, out of °x71, one is left with yran arrow. By
removing wisdom from one’s head he will find himself that his passion will drive him swiftly like an arrow
towards the end and the attainment of his lust. Or it could lead towards the beginning which would bring
to him light and radiance (nx).

The Aigel that they formed and worshipped was a calf even though in Tanach the Aigel is described as an
oxM (Tehillim 106,20). An Aigel is halfway in its development into becoming a full grown ox. Klal Yisrael
were locked into the avodah zarah and tumah of the halfway mark in that “half way” is considered
already a done deal and finished. The tikkun is to realize that half is still only a half, and the choice on
whether we will continue to free fall forwards or to retreat backwards is still in our hands.

This concept found in Torah has found its way even into baseball. Baseball giant Yogi Berra, beyond his
legacy as a Hall of Famer, left behind a number of Yogi-isms that long ago seeped into the cultural lexicon.
One of them, “It ain’t over till it’s over,” was an offhanded remark made during the 1973 season when the
Mets were in last place during the pennant race. Against all odds, Berra helped manage the team back to
the top, and the Mets won that year’s division title. The never-say-never optimism of Berra’s words
resonated, and the phrase was—to put it in baseball terms—a home run.

R A M A pST N7'W NNIAT 12 MWD APV, NNYIY 12 YD 5N N2 NDYN :ANYY ARIDI NIDTH 11 In1 .. n1
NP'N NN 2 1IN'WYHINANNI NPT MY 12 NTINY DNNAR [ | [ |

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



TJAJRR

Parashas Ki Sisa

X"awn

XN "> NwId

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

RPN PR DpwT NIRARn 20TRET B Nap b uny m
Everyone passing by to be counted must give this half-shekel based
on the shekel of the Holy. (30:13)

Why were the people commanded to give only a half-
shekel? It clearly was not due to financial difficulty. It is not as if
another half-shekel would have placed anyone on the poverty list. It
is almost as if the Torah wants to send a message with the “half”
shekel amount. Indeed, the commentators, each in his own
inimitable approach, underscore the value of a “half” and how it
applies to each Jew — knowing that on his own he is fractioned, he is
not whole. He needs his fellow in order for him to become whole.
Horav Yoshiahu Pinto, Shlita, offers a powerful insight which should
engender some non-ambiguous deliberation on our part. A Jew
should believe, and this conviction should remain the principle upon
which he is able to confront issues — both adverse and propitious —
that all we see, all with which we are confronted, is only “half,” part
of reality. There is always another perspective, the rest of the story,
a second look, two sides to every coin. In other words, what we see
and what we experience constitute partial reality. It may appear
dismal and bleak now, but be patient, it will change for the better.
Likewise, one should not think that his good fortune is here to stay.
He could be experiencing the “other side, second half” of the coin —
or the beginning.

One who suffers a traumatic experience should not assume
that this is “it.” Now, life is challenging, but be patient, it is only half.
More will soon emerge, and it will make sense out of the present. It
is very much like the parable rendered by the Baalei Mussar,
Ethicists, about the prince who grew up amid extraordinary
opulence, to the point that he believed that everything grew on
trees. The bread that he ate, the cake that he enjoyed, grew on
trees. His belief was shattered when, one day, he left the palace on
an extended journey where he saw farmers “destroying” (plowing)
the earth. If this was not sufficiently strange to him, he was
stupefied when, a few days later, he saw the same farmer burying
(planting) good, edible seeds in the ground. A few weeks later, when
he saw tall, strong stalks of wheat growing in the field, he was quite
impressed, until he saw the farmer cut (harvest) them down. He
followed the process and became angered when he saw the farmer
pound (grind) the kernels into white powder. When he saw the flour
mixed with water produce delicious bread, however, he understood
that he had always been looking at part of the story.

Machatzis ha’shekel, half a shekel. It is always a half. We
are not privy (in one sitting) to the whole story. We all have issues;
we all have complaints. Some articulate their problems more than
others, while others have the sagacity to remain quiet, patiently
awaiting a turn of events. We all play a minor role in the play of life.
Hashem places us in specific places and gives us a part to play, a role
to perform. We can only do what we are supposed to do, since we
do not see beyond the time allotted to us in this life.

The following frightening story is true and demonstrates
how little we know and how short-sighted we can be, because we
see only one frame of life, not the whole/bigger picture. In a small
Austrian town on the German/Austrian border, there lived a couple
with a sick baby. It was the end of the nineteenth century and urgent

care centres with their expertise were unknown. The baby was
suffering from a high fever. The father went out in search of a
competent doctor who could save his baby’s life. Finally, he
convinced a doctor from a neighbouring town to make a house call.
It took hours of patience, expertise and drugs to bring down the
child’s fever before they were convinced that the child’s crisis had
passed. The doctor was considered a hero, accolades and gratitude
being lavished on him. He left a proud, happy man, having saved a
child’s life. To any of us hearing the story, we would feel good all
over and agree that the doctor was truly a hero. That is, until we
learned the identity of the child: Adolph Hitler, yemach shemo
v’zichro. As | said, we only see part of the picture, half the story.
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And as he (Moshe) approached the camp, he saw the calf and the
dancing; Moshe’s anger blazed, and he threw down the Tablets that
were in his hands and smashed them. (32:19)

The last three words of the Torah are: I’einei Bnei Yisrael,
“before the eyes of Bnei Yisrael.” This refers to Moshe Rabbeinu’s
greatest act of leadership, indeed, his epitaph: He broke the Luchos
before the eyes of the Jewish people. Hashem agreed with Moshe’s
decision. This is how the Torah ends. It begins with the Creation of
the world and ends with (so to speak) the breaking of the Luchos.
Clearly this begs elucidation. Does the Torah not present any other
closing lesson, any other leadership decision that Moshe made that
might deserve greater mention? Furthermore, how was Moshe able
to break the Luchos? It is not as if the Luchos were made by man
and, thus, susceptible to human intervention. What is made by man
can be broken by man. The Luchos were created by Hashem. The
Almighty did not just go down to a quarry, pick up some stones and
engrave them with the Aseres HaDibros, Ten Commandments. He
fashioned them from the raw material (which some say was
sapphire) to the unique, miraculous engraving (from both sides). A
human being cannot destroy what Hashem makes unless...the letters
flew off (as they did), leaving plain stone. How could this be broken?

Horav Yehudah Leib Chasman, zl, explains that sin has the
power to weaken a maaseh Elokim, creation of G-d. This was
Moshe’s message to the people: | broke the Luchos before your eyes
to teach you what sin can do. No human endeavour can impose
itself on a Heavenly creation, but sin can weaken even the Luchos
and cause the letters to fly off. The Luchos (had they been given to
us) would have changed everything. We would never forget the
Torah that we have learned. Death would no longer be a threat,
since it would have been eradicated. Free from pain; free from
death; we could learn and never forget. Spiritual utopia! We lost it
all as the result of sin. This is what Moshe was teaching Klal Yisrael
when he broke the Luchos.

Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, supplements this with a
commentary from the Daas Zekeinim M’Baalei Tosfos. (I have
searched for the source and have not succeeded in locating it.) What
prompted Moshe to break the Luchos? Chazal (Shabbos 87b) explain
that Moshe made the following kal v’chomer (the most basic
hermeneutic principle; an argument afortiori; literally lenient and
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strict, deriving one law from another, using the logic that, if a case
which is generally strict has a particular leniency, then a case which
is generally lenient will certainly have that leniency). Korban Pesach,
which is only one of the 613 mitzvos, may not be eaten by a ben
neichar, one whose actions have estranged him from Judaism (or a
gentile), so certainly, if one becomes a total apostate by embracing
an idol, then he surely has no part of our religion. In other words,
people who reject Hashem by trading Him for a Golden Calf have no
business connecting to the Luchos. The question is obvious: Reject
the people, but why shatter the Luchos? Punish the sinners, but
place the Luchos in a safe place for another time, for another group
of Jews. Why do something that completely puts an end to all hope
for reconciliation? Hashem agreed and even thanked Moshe for his
taking the law into his own hands, so it obviously was a good
decision. Agreed, but why?

The Baalei Tosfos offer an answer so compelling, innovative
and novel that Rav Karlinstein suggests that one should go to the
mikvah and purify himself before he listens to it! Moshe heard
Hashem tell him, “Go, descend (immediately), for your people whom
you brought up from the land of Egypt has become corrupt” (Ibid.
32:7). Moshe wasted no time. When Hashem says, “Go,” one runs.
When Moshe arrived at the scene of infamy, he knew that he must
immediately put a halt to the iniquitous revelry. He was carrying the
heavy Luchos in his hands, and they were slowing him down. If he
ran with the Luchos, it would take him longer to get into the midst of
the nation to stop them. During those precious few moments one
more Jew might fall prey to the sin. What should he do? He had no
option. He flung down the Luchos, because to carry them might
endanger the spiritual future of one more Jew! Moshe broke the
Luchos to save a Jew! He had no time to lay them down “nicely” on
the ground. During those two minutes, a single Jew might suffer
spiritual demise.

As a result of this exposition, the Baalei Tosfos pasken,
render, the following halachic decision: If one sees a fellow Jew
about to commit an aveirah, transgress (for example about to be
mechallel Shabbos, desecrate Shabbos, eat non-kosher), and it is
within his ability to (hopefully) prevent him from committing this
violation, but he is hampered because he is holding a Sefer Torah in
his arms (thus obviating him from engaging the would-be sinner in a
timely fashion), he may place the Sefer Torah on the ground (if there
is no alternative place available) in order to save a Jew from spiritual
censure. If Moshe could act in such a manner with the Luchos, he
may follow suit with a Torah scroll, anything to spare a Jew from sin.
The shattering of the Luchos teaches us a lesson concerning the
pernicious effect of an aveirah, and to what extent we should go to
save a Jew from sin.
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Let my Master go among us, for it is a stiff-necked people. (34:9)

Hashem revealed to Moshe Rabbeinu His Yud Gimmel
middos, Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which signify that Hashem will
forgive us out of a sense of Divine compassion. Understandably, we
are not always worthy of His absolution. Thus, these Attributes come
into play to guarantee that Hashem will never turn His “back” on us.
Following the last of the middos, Moshe asks of Hashem, Yeilech na
Hashem b’kirbeinu, “Let my Master go among us.” Why does this
request follow immediately after the Attributes of Mercy? In his
inimitable manner, the Maggid, zI, m’Dubno explains with a parable.

A peddler who would travel from town to town selling his
wares stopped in a large city with the hope that he would do well in
the wealthy suburb of the city. His wares consisted of wooden
spoons which were used by many in the smaller communities that
he serviced. Alas, those communities were home to economically
deprived families. Therefore, his prices and consequent profit

margin were low. Here, he hoped to make a killing. From the exterior
of the homes and fancy gardens, these were people of means. He
would surely make a sizable profit. The problem was: In order to
make money, one must have customers. After two days of
screaming, “Wooden spoons!” and generating no response, he was
becoming quite angry. These people had some “nerve” to ignore
him.

A wise man noticed the peddler’s anxiety and guessed the
reason. He came over and said, “Let me give you a bit of advice. You
are in the wrong neighbourhood. These are wealthy people who
would never eat with wooden spoons. For them, it is either silver or,
even, gold. Wood? Unheard of in this neighbourhood. If you want to
sell wooden spoons, return to the poor neighbourhoods. There you
will find customers.”

Likewise, Moshe stood before Hashem and argued,
“Ribono shel olam; what place do Your Thirteen Attributes of Mercy
have in the Heavenly sphere? The angels certainly have no use for
them, since they have no yetzer hara, evil inclination. They are pure
and do not sin. Such “wares” have no place in Heaven. If | find favour
in Your eyes, if You want to see Your Attributes of Mercy put to good
use, where it is vital and will transform lives, come among us, for
Klal Yisrael is a stiff-necked people who have sinned and will
continue to make mistakes. They require the Thirteen Attributes in
order to survive. It is only among us that You will find ‘customers’ for
Your wares.”

As Moshe implored Hashem to “descend” and “go among
us,” Hashem told Moshe that his place was not in Heaven. He had a
job to do on earth. When the nation sinned with the Golden Calf, the
Almighty said to Moshe, Lech, reid ki shicheis amcha; “Go down, for
Your people have become corrupt” (lbid.32:7). Horav Yisrael
Salanter, zI (quoted in Lev Eliyahu), explains that Hashem was
intimating to Moshe, “Your people need you down there.” The
Talmud (Kiddushin 40b) states that the world is judged in accordance
with the majority of its merits. If the merits outweigh the demerits,
it survives. If, Heaven forbid, the people have a greater number of
deficiencies than merits, we are in serious trouble. Thus, the
zchuyos, merits of the tzaddikim, righteous men, of each generation
keep us alive. When a tzaddik is taken from his generation, it puts
the generation into a different balance, because his merits are not
present to serve as protection.

In the event that Hashem seeks to punish the generation,
and, as a result of the tzaddik’s merits they are in protective mode,
Hashem is compelled to remove the tzaddik. The generation
requires discipline and, as long as the tzaddik is among them,
Hashem must refrain from punishment. Thus, Hashem removes the
barrier, the protective agent, from among them. When the tzaddik is
not in this world, his merits cannot protect, leaving the generation
open to the “elements.”

Hashem looked at the Jewish people who were sinning
with the Golden Calf. This was an egregious sin generated by the
erev rav, mixed multitude, but, like a conflagration burning through
a forest of dry trees, it was quickly swallowing up the people whose
defences against sin were still weak. Hashem told Moshe, “You had
better get down there. They need you. Without your merits to
protect the nation, there might no longer be a nation. Your presence
is demanded elsewhere.”

There is a time and place for everything. During the sin,
Hashem told Moshe, “Your place is on earth.” After the sin, Moshe
pleaded with Hashem, “We need Your Presence among us.”
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And he (Moshe) said, “If I have found favour in Your eyes...let my
Master go among us...and pardon our iniquity and our sins, and take
us as Your own possession.” (34:9)
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On the first day of Selichos we plead with Hashem: Pnei na
el ha’telaos v’lo I'chataos; “Turn to our sufferings and not to our
sins.” We understand that we have failed to keep our commitment
to Hashem. He has given us so much and asked only that we
maintain our fidelity to Him, that we observe His commandments.
We failed because of all that is going on in our lives: troubles,
problems, adversity, economic issues, health issues, spousal issues,
children issues. Our mind is overburdened with telaos, tzaros,
troubles.

The Gaon, zIl, m'Vilna was an outspoken proponent of
aliyah, emigration, to Eretz Yisrael. He wanted to personally relocate
to the Holy Land. It was not, however, part of Hashem’s plan for him.
The Gaon’s talmidim, students, did make a strong, dedicated effort
to immigrate there. It was a difficult and dangerous undertaking,
given that the high seas were not easily traversable with the wooden
sail/ships that was the mode of travel over two centuries ago. If one
survived the ordeal and safely embarked in the Holy Land, he had
experienced a miracle. Since survival in the Holy Land was also far
from a bed of roses, these individuals were highly-dedicated,
spiritually devoted to living a life of greater connectivity to Hashem
in a place that bespoke spirituality, where every stone and mound of
earth was sacred.

The leader of the group (Perushim, as they were called)
was Horav Yisrael Shklov, zI, a primary student of the Gaon. He
endured much adversity in his journey to and sojourn in Eretz
Yisrael, but he was the leader who trail-blazed the Talmidei HaGra’s
settlement in Eretz Yisrael. (There were also others, such as Horav
Menachem Shklov, zl, who settled and established communities.)
Rav Yisrael led a group of 150 men, Torah devotees who sought an
elevated level of spiritual ascendency. Their boat was old and flimsy,
having seen better days, its captain experienced, but wary of such an
undertaking. The boat had no berths. Each man found his place on
the floor, and this was his seat. A few days into the journey, the
seafarers encountered a major storm, one which the captain
nervously claimed the likes of which he had not seen in thirty years
of traveling the high seas. He was very upfront with Rav Yisrael,
“Prepare for the worst. If this storm does not subside, we will all
drown at sea.” Rav Yisrael asked to address his group.

“Morah v’rabbosai, my dear friends, the captain has
informed me that we are all in dire straits. We are all believing Jews
who have dedicated our lives to serving Hashem. As such, | feel that
it is prudent to use this time to repent and ask Hashem for His
forgiveness. Thus, if it is decreed that we should not survive this
journey, that we will leave this world as devout penitents. The
Talmud teaches that viduy, confession, should be recited quietly, so
that no one hears his fellow’s sins. To vocalize one’s sins publicly is
shameful. Since we are standing at the brink of death, however, |
feel that in order to generate hope that our confession will serve as
the catalyst for our atonement, we should render our confession
publicly, so that the shame will atone for our sins.” They decided
that the youngest student among them should begin the
proceedings.

The young man stood up, shaking uncontrollably and
weeping profusely, overcome with guilt concerning his one sin, “l am
ashamed and humiliated to stand before you, for the purpose of
confessing to a sin that | committed for two years: During this
period, | lied to my mother!” They all looked at him in disbelief. He
was an upright, scholarly young man. Who would have believed him
capable of prevaricating to his mother?

“I am the oldest of nine brothers. When | was young, our
family moved to Vilna where we lived in an apartment adjacent to
that of the holy Gaon. My father had a little grocery whose proceeds
supported our family. The walls being thin, my father would sit at
night glued to the wall, listening to the Gaon learning. One night, my
father heard the Gaon reiterating over and over the words of Rabbi

Shimon bar Yochai and his son, Rabbi Eliezer, concerning those who,
rather than study Torah, spend their days in pursuit of livelihood.
Manichim chayei olam v’oskim b’chayei shah, ‘leave eternal life
aside and engage in temporal life.’

Hearing the Gaon repeat this phrase over and over
penetrated into my father, to the point that the next day, he
announced, ‘I no longer will spend my day engaged in pursuit of
temporary livelihood while my spiritual life is laid to waste. | am now
undertaking to spend my entire day immersed in the sea of Torah.’
My mother immediately stepped up to the plate and offered to run
the store. At one point, business was bad, and we were faced with
severe economic hardship. My mother closed the store and began
baking challah to sell in town. When this enterprise proved
insufficient to sustain our family, my mother cleaned homes, all so
that our father could spend his day learning Torah. Indeed, my father
was totally unaware of my mother’s extraordinary efforts to allow
him to continue learning.

“Days passed, and the economic adversity in our home
became more intense. It was then that | started my ‘lie.” | told my
mother that the cheder | attended would be serving lunch. For two
years, my mother would ask me, ‘Yankele, did you have lunch?’ and |
replied, ‘Yes.” This is my lie for which | am terribly ashamed.” He sat
down and once again broke down in incessant weeping.

Hearing this story and Rav Yankele’s “lie,” Rav Yisrael stood
up and raised his eyes and his hands Heavenward and declared,
“Hashem Yisborach, during Selichos we plead that You turn to our
suffering and ignore our sins. | ask You instead to look at our sins, at
what we consider a sin. Yankele’s lie allowed him to fast all day to
save money. When You will gaze down and analyse their sins, You
will see what type of activity this young man considered to be a sin.”

At that moment, the storm subsided, the water calmed
down and the ship was once again sufficiently sea-worthy to reach
their destination in Eretz Yisrael. This story has been transmitted
throughout the generations. Indeed, the saintly Satmar Rav, Horav
Yoel Teitelbaum, zl, would relate it to his followers at the beginning
of Chodesh Elul, in order to arouse them to teshuvah before the
Yomim Noraim.

Va’ani Tefillah

292191 TOM 7 72927 AW
Tovah u’vrachah, chein v’chesed v’rachamim.
Good and blessing, favour and kindness and mercy.

Five gifts to be included in shalom, peace, because,
without them, the shalom will be incomplete and hence not endure.
Horav Avigdor Miller, zl, explains that “good” means sweet and
beneficial circumstances, which are useful for the perfection of our
mind and character, because this is the definition of true good. We
also request that this good be bestowed unaccompanied by
circumstances of pain. Simchah m’toch simchah, happiness amid
happiness. Blessing in the sense of success, which is unlimited and
not temporary; indeed it should increase and continue to bear fruit.
Kindness, that we receive benevolence with generosity in
abundance. We also request that all men be inspired and motivated
to act kindly and do good. Mercy, even when we are undeserving.
Nonetheless, we pray that Hashem’s mercy grant us all that we
requested, similar to a mother who gives her child everything, even
when he/she is undeserving. It may be a “tall” order, but, for
Hashem, nothing is too “tall.” He is our Heavenly Father. It is now up
to us to act like His children.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
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“When you take a census of the B'nei Yisroel
according to their numbers, every man shall
give Hashem an atonement for his soul when
counting them, so that there will not be a
plague among them when counting them.” The
Nefesh is that which is holy, and money is that
which is not holy. It appears that the giving of
the Machatzis Hashekel, is on some level, in
the place of the Nefesh. How could money take
the place of the Nefesh?

How does giving a Machatzis
Hashekel, that which is Gashmiyos and
inanimate, be exchanged for the soul of a Yid,
which is holy and a part of him comes from
Hakodosh Boruch Hu Above — for the
Neshama of every Yid comes from beneath the
Kisai Hakovod?

There is a story about a wealthy man
who lived in a small town which was a six-hour
commute to the main city. This man owned
many fields and animals in the big city, but
only travelled there once a year, when he had
Yahrzeit for his father, where he would say
Kaddish for the Neshama of his father, for his
father was buried in that city. His custom was
to say Kaddish for his father from the Shabbos
prior to the day of the Yahrzeit, until the day
of the Yahrzeit. One year, the day of the
Yahrzeit came out on Shabbos, and the man
travelled to the big city in order to say Kaddish
for his father. He arrived in the big city on
Erev Shabbos. He was a man who loved a lot
of honor, so he went over to the Gabbai of the
Bais Hakneses and told him that if he would
ensure that he receive a very Choshuv seat in
Shul, then he would pay him handsomely for
it. The Gabbai gave him the seat to the right
of the Rov, as the person who generally sat
there was out of the country. The man was
very happy with this arrangement, and he
took his Talis and Siddur and placed it on the
seat next to the Rov. This wealthy man was
an Am Ha’aretz, and did not know much, but
did know how to read from a Siddur. The man
feared that everyone would see him sitting
right next to the Rov, knowing that he was an
Am Ha’aretz, and would deride and make fun
of him. He therefore thought to himself that he
would read the Tefilos in the Siddur very
carefully, and try to find a question that he
thinks others would not know the answer. He
would then ask that question to the Rov, and
all would hear him asking the question. All
would be impressed by the question, and they
would then have a different opinion of him. He
spent all night looking at the Tefilah of
Shabbos morning so that he could come up
with a question, but he could not find
anything. He went to Shul in the morning, sat
next to the Rov, but did not speak at all. He
took his Siddur with him after Davening and
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Money for the Soul?

tried to find something in Mincha, so that
when he would return for Mincha he would
have a good question to ask. After much
toiling, he found what he believed to be a great
and intelligent question. We say in Mincha on
Shabbos, Tehillim 36:7 “T y'wIn nnnal DX’ —
“Both man and beast You save, O Hashem.”
His great question was how could the Posuk
place man and beast right near each other, as
if they are similar, when they are very far
apart? The man was overjoyed by his great
question, and right before Mincha began, after
the Shul had filled up and everyone was there
to listen to him, he went up to the Rov and in
a loud voice asked him this question. “Who
brought the beast near the man?” The Rov
responded, “The Gabbai brought the beast
close to the man.” All of the people were
laughing at the response of the Rov, and
although the man did not understand what the
Rov said, he knew that the people were all
laughing at him.

The man went over to the Gabbai
after Davening and asked him why the people
were laughing. The Gabbai explained that the
people knew that he was an Am Ha’aretz, as
did the Rov, and the Rov was saying that the
Gabbai brought the beast — referring to him, to
the man, referring to the Rov. The man was
very upset and offered the Gabbai a huge sum
of money if he could give him something to say
to the Rov, which would turn around what had
happened on Shabbos — the embarrassment
that he endured. The Gabbai told him what to
say the following Shabbos — he prepared it
with him numerous times until the man knew
exactly what to say. The man got up the
following Shabbos and said out loud to the
Rov: Let me clarify my question from last
week. Why were man and beast stated
together, when there should have been
something in between them separating them
to show that they are different, something like,
“y'win nnnan oar,'T y'win 0TR?” I now have an
answer to this question. When the Posuk says,
“nTN” it refers to the Nefesh of a person which
is called Odom. When the Pouk says “nnna” it
refers to the Guf, which is called a nnna
relative to the Nefesh. Although there is great
disparity between the Nefesh and the Guf, for
they are as far as east is to west, nonetheless
they are mentioned together because it is
appropriate to honor the Guf for it is the vessel
and the clothing for the Nefesh which resides
in it. The Nefesh can receive much reward and
honor by living in the Guf, for when the Nefesh
is in Shomayim, its value is not recognizable,
for there are myriads of Malachim who are
holy and pure, and thus the Nefesh is not
special in any way. However, when it comes
down into this world and resides in a Guf, that
which is Chomer and Gashmiyos, and then the
Nefesh remains with the great Kedusha it has,
that makes it important and special. Thus,

the Nefesh is honored through and because of
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the Guf. Therefore, it is appropriate to say
them together, for they work as a team to
bring forth great Kedusha. We learn from
this, that being that a Talmid Chochom
receives more honor due to the Am Ha’aretz,
for a Talmid Chochom amongst many
Talmidei Chachomim is not noticeable, but
amongst Amei Ha’aretz it is, and thus he is
honored through them - it is therefore
appropriate for the Talmid Chochom to give
honor to the Am Ha’aretz. When the Rov heard
this, it was like a dagger in him, for he had
embarrassed this Am Ha’aretz the previous
week.

We do not need to wonder how could
it be that an inanimate object of Chomer can
be the Pidyon for the Nefesh, which is
Kedusha and Ruchniyos. Being that the
Nefesh is honored and praised through the
Guf, which is earth from the ground, the
Nefesh can also have a Pidyon through money,
that which is in the realm of the Guf. “xwn
78w M2 wrd NX” — The Rosh refers to the
Nefesh of a Yid — the Rosh can be elevated,
“Dn'TPo?7 — a Loshon of hidden within it, here
a reference to the Guf. The Neshama of a Yid
can be raised and elevated through the Guf, by
the Nefesh and the Guf working in tandem,
thus, 193 w'x NNl — money, the mundane can
work as a Pidyon for the Nefesh. ('n qor Tiv)

Bereishis 15:6 “17 mawnu ,'Ta mxnl
NPT’ — “And he (Avrohom Avinu) trusted in
Hashem, and He considered it like Tzedakah.”
Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered Tzedakah for
Avrohom because of his Emunah in Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. We see from this that when the
Posuk says, “319 ntnx pT¥a X" — and other
Pesukim similar to this, it does not only refer
to Tzedakah with one’s Guf, by giving money
to charity, but it also includes one who has
complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
When one has complete Emunah in Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers it
like Tzedakah. (MMn 7y w"x7)

The Mitzvah of Tzedakah is great.
Why is it so great? It is because it
demonstrates true Emunah in Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. In truth, the money we have and
give to others, and everything else we have, is
all from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and is all His.
When we are giving away money to the poor,
we are not really giving away our own money.
There is one thing in the world that is ours,
that we are able to give to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, and that is Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. Klal Yisroel are compared to the “|9a” for
they have the Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. When one knows that the money is not
his, and that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is in
control of all, then it is easy to stretch out one’s
hand to give Tzedakah, and do so for the
proper reasons. May we be Zoche to have true
Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu — and that
will bring the Geulah jpx nm=a nanna!
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At the end of the Parsha, we find that
Moshe’s face shone after speaking to
Hashem and he put a mask on when
he was around other people.

The Kli Yakar explains this was due to
Moshe’s humility; not wanting people
to look at him and see the glow.
However, when Moshe spoke to
Hashem, he took off the mask, for
one who is bashful cannot learn.

The Ibn Ezra offers two approaches.
The more correct one, he says, is that
Moshe’s face shone throughout his
lifetime, and that's why “his eyes
never dimmed.” However, before that,
he offers another approach.

“There are those who say that the
light of Moshe’s face was renewed
each time he spoke to Hashem, and it
remained as he spoke to the Jews but
then disappeared and his face
returned to normal. He knew this was
the case and it was degrading for him
for the Jews to see him without the
glow on his face, so he put on a
mask.”

While the Ibn Ezra feels this wasn't
the pshat, the message is striking.
When we've risen to a certain level of
holiness and spirituality, we should be
embarrassed to drop down and go
back to the way we were. Of course,
instead of masking our fall, it would
be better to instead resume the climb.

Thought of the week:
To be kind is more important
than to be right. Many times,
what people need is not 2
brilliant mind that speaks but
a special heart that listens.
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“And Aharon said to them, “Take off the golden rings that are in the ears of your
wives, sons, and daughters, and bring them to me.”” (exodus 32:2)

When some Jews miscounted and felt that Moshe was delayed in coming down from the
mountain, they got discouraged and asked Aharon to give them a leader in Moshe’s place.

He was in a quandary. If he appointed someone like Nachshon ben Aminadav or Kalev ben
Yefuneh then when Moshe came down there might be a power struggle. If he were to take the
leadership for himself, he felt Moshe would be hurt. He therefore decided to stall for time hoping
that Moshe would come down before anything happened.

Aharon told the men to bring him their wives’ jewelry. Knowing that the woman and children
cherished these items, Aharon believed it would cause a delay. In fact, there are those who
explain Aharon was counting on the fact that the women would not give their possessions for an
avoda zara and would refuse to cooperate.

The language of Rashi is interesting. He says, “Aharon thought to himself, the women and
children value these items; perhaps this will delay things and in the meantime Moshe will
come.” Rashi doesn’t explain what the delay would be; he doesn’t say, ‘they value their items
and they will delay.” Rather, because they value these items, a delay would come about on its

own somehow.

Perhaps Aharon believed that when he told the men to take the golden earrings from their
wives’ ears (not their jewelry boxes!), the men would pause and ask themselves, “How can |
take away something that is so dear to my wife and may cause her anguish?” If they followed
his instructions, they would have to find a way to gently convince their wives or children to give
the items up, or desist entirely, and in that time space, Moshe could return.

Sadly, instead of thinking about their wives or children, they thought of themselves, and used
their own gold as it was faster and easier. But the message of Aharon’s command may even go
deeper: Chazal tell us, “Hakol b’ydei Shomayim, chutz m’yiras Shomayim.” Everything is in the
hands of Heaven except for fear of Heaven. That is to say, Hashem can’t (or won’t) put awe and
reverence and love of Hashem in our hearts. That's something we have to do ourselves, and it
is the only thing we can ‘give’ Him.

Aharon said, “Take the rings out of the ears of your wives and children.” Where did they get the
earrings? Presumably they got them from their husband and father. The gift itself added to the
value and esteem they had for the items and that’s why they wore them.

Aharon was pointing out: “You've just said na’aseh v’nishma and “given” your devotion to
Hashem. Are you now going to yank that away by finding another ‘god’? How will Hashem
‘feel’? It should have given them pause and made them reflect on what they were doing. Alas, in
their “religious fervor” they failed to think, and that led to catastrophe.

R’ Moshe Feinstein z” would generally leave the Yeshiva during the lunch break, and a different
boy was honored each day with escorting him down the steps to a waiting car. One day, the
boy, not realizing that the Rosh HaYeshiva was not settled in the car, slammed the door on R’
Moshe'’s fingers.

He let out not a peep. A few blocks away, R’ Moshe asked the driver to pull over, whereupon
the sage opened the door and released the bloody fingers of his frail hand. The driver realized
what had happened and exclaimed, “Why didn’t the Rosh Yeshiva say something earlier?!”

R’ Moshe explained that if he had cried out in pain, or even opened the door immediately, the
boy who had done it to him would have felt terrible about what was clearly an accident. He
therefore controlled himself not to react in any way, lest he cause pain to another.
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
O ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

]

penden eﬁhﬁ;hop several compaies to find.
you the't e and the right price.

Allise Menglgsurance Serviges |

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

.

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

We Specialize in

: cnmarcial.lnbs
Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

FIRST/H/CLASS

LEASING
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

\

H\N

«Bactea 845-SAFE-H20

+ Metals PICKUPS AVAILABLE IN MONSEY I I _— l IE I I =" ' H
.;ﬁaﬁl& Organic Compounds WIGPANELAPE 12080 ANT) SURRDUNDING AREAS e — o " - =
+Petacides / Herbacides SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

i www.sullivancountylabs.com

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com



info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



