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he events taking place in our world today offer us a fascinating

window into man’s wmn mmo. Understanding our aptitude, and

armed with the knowledge of somehow dealing with ourselves

and applying self-discipline, are necessary for any human being
to develop nobility of character; even for non-Jews, and certainly for us,
to become the nation we were created to be.

The Ibn Ezra (Shemos 31:18), using his sometimes unforgiving
displeasure for ideas he cannot accept, writes: “‘mn» mn *p™” - empty
minded people wonder why Moshe had to remain on Har Sinai for
forty days and forty nights — assuming that Moshe could “get” all the
Mitzvos in a much shorter time. The words that he uses to explain this
are so, so worthy of our own dusting off the Mikraos Gedolos Shemos
and learning it on our own. (You will thank me.) The gist of what he
says is — we, as a nation, could be atop of Har Sinai for many YEARS,
and we would only understand one thousandth of mxnn mo1 own 7 -
because we think it’s all actions, mynn "wyn and belief. Chazal taught us
that »pa x25 xmm, Hashem wants us to feel it in our hearts, what serving
Hashem is all about, which will lead us to own nanx. Then, the Ibn Ezra
teaches us the secret of all secrets: \nnwn wn p X5 DX DWA NP> Y1 XK
1m0 - you cannot know Hashem UNLESS you know your own soul and
the body it’s housed in. 1> i mnan w1 man y1 X5w 53 - if you don't
know YOURSELE what good is your knowledge? What a powerful and
frightening insight! We all must realize that greatness and defeat are
within arm’s reach for all of us.

How telling are the words of the Rambam (Deos 6:9) that teach us by
nature, we are influenced by our friends and surroundings in how we
think, and by nature we imitate them. Therefore, advises the Rambam,
to stay away from qwna oabnn oywan those who walk in darkness and
avoid their influence; and if you can’t, become a hermit and go live in a
cave by yourself. The Chazon Ish’s answer to the Satmar Rav’s question
as to why we don’t follow the Rambam is well known - he said the
Yeshivos, the Batei Medrashim are our caves. But the Rambam says it
is natural, almost unavoidable, to be influenced by our surroundings.
How sad it is to be living in a country whose zeitgeist is to be angry,
enraged with such ferocity at whatever the power might be. It is a nxiw
that is taught by the so-called academia, relentlessly propped up by the
media, and promoted by politicians who don’t realize how transparent
they make themselves. I don’t believe any of us think that there is no
money exchanging hands in all of this. And that makes the ridiculous
and ludicrous seem right.

There is a Rashi (22:20) that had escaped my notice for many years.
oyba is noted by Chazal as suffering from nmmnin nmn - the worst form of
corruption - to be bought with money to do something wrong. His first
refusal is discarded and their new offer is too tempting. Hashem warns
him that you’re only going to be able to say what I tell you. Bilaam
knows that was not what he was hired to do. So why is he going? nx"
"y nn unax xnw — maybe I'll persuade (trick, fool) Him to let me curse
them, and He will consent. Can we imagine such self-deception, fueled
by money? We should be able to.

How telling is the wording the Rambam uses; that all people, motivated
by their own desires, their own Middos, their own character flaws are
really qwna oabn oywan, in absolute darkness. This could mean that
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they live with what is right in front of them, never considering what can
confront them in the future, obscured by the darkness of their faulty
Middos. Their hatred obscures what they should see — what cities would
look like if Chas V’Shalom there would be no fear of getting caught.
Socialism is a fine idea - for someone who has no higher purpose to his
bankrupt life - but it has never worked anywhere. Why should anyone
want it here?

Here again the Parsha offers us a lesson. The Pasuk (22:21) says wann
mnx nx, and Bilaam saddled his own donkey in his eagerness. Rashi
quotes a Chazal: mmwn nx nbpbpn nxiwnw xon - hatred disrupts the
correct order — he could have had someone else saddle the donkey
as he had two young men accompanying him. Chazal position this
against Avraham’s similar actions prior to the Akeidah - but Avraham
beat you to it — mmwn nx ndpbpn nanxnw (Rashi Vayeira 22:13). We find
two other times when people — who did not need to - saddled their
own transportation. Yosef getting his chariot ready to greet his father
(Vayigash 46:29), and Pharaoh (Beshalach 14:6) preparing his own
chariot to chase Bnei Yisroel. Ahava and Sinaah do not do not deal with
reality. They are immune from wisdom. They both result in a form of
intoxication, steered by feelings that cannot be explained. A wise Jew
once quipped that the definition of anti-Semitism is hating a Jew more
than necessary. Jews really need their own article, however, rebelling
against any authority is somewhat natural but also inspired by other
sources. The written word - like “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion™, a
documented fabrication since 1903 - and “The International Jew: The
World’s Foremost Problem”, published by Henry Ford in the twenties
- made Jews the enemy. The media makes its own friends and its own
enemies, and today, will publish whatever they want without even
trying to check its accuracy. No matter, the damage is done — FAKE
NEWS WORKS. There is a great Yiddish anecdote — they are filled with
such wisdom and deep understanding of truth — about someone who
was fighting with the Rav (surprise?). The Mechutzaf said: 'm going to
spread in town that your daughter is marrying a Goy. The Rav said: But
I don’t even have a daughter! The Mechutzaf responded:jyaxr 1ooym oxT
- that is what you will say — but the story will still live on.

The hatred that Bilaam had was rivaled only by hatred of Moav. How
many times did he try to curse us? How many mnam did he use? And
after all that, he gave Moav the advice of how to defeat us without the
m>5p. Entice them, tear them down with nmyp so that they will earn the
mb5p without me. This is a lesson in how far nxaw can drive someone so
smitten by the curse of hatred. How many times do we try? We should
use this lesson in how far our own nanx can take us — how many times
do we need to try and not give up.

May we all be Zocheh to use our own nanx to its awesome strength
and be Zocheh to see, as Pirkei D’R Eliezer (31) says the donkey of
Avraham, Moshe and Bilaam will be the donkey that Moshiach will
ride on ("1 "121) MmN Sy 201 2y KM,
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
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The well that officers dug — n"w nnnsn Wxa
The Gemara asks (Sanhedrin 99b): ‘What sort of person is
considered an apikoros [one who declares himself free of
Torah observance]? Rav Yosef said, “A case like those who
say, ‘Of what use to us are the Rabbis?””’ That is, how do the
Rabbis help us? Rashi there explains, ‘They do not know that
the world exits through them’, that is, the Tzaddik gives and
influences all of them in the merit of his good deeds, and
whoever does not believe this, is an apikoros.

The Torah tells us (20:1-2), NN ...|'¥ 12TA 78 D2 IR
'NTY7 0'n N0 K71 ...0n 0w - ‘The Children of Israel arrived
at the Wilderness of Tzin... Miriam died there... there was no
water for the assembly.” We might ask, seemingly there are
two things going on here, Miriam HaNeviah passed away and
Bnei Yisrael did not have water to drink, what is the
connection between the two events? Rashi explains, ‘From
here we see that the entire forty years that Israel was in the
Wilderness they had the well through the merit of Miriam’.
Apparently, all those forty years that Bnei Yisrael drank water
in the Wilderness they did not know that it was in Miriam’s
merit. Only now when she passed away and suddenly the
well stopped, then they understood retroactively that what
they drank until now was in her merit.
We see something similar later in the parsha (21:17-18), ™
T NND DY DN9N XA LR DU IR 7R e
'DNnywna 7pinna ovn — ‘Then Israel sang this song... the
well that officers dug, nobles of the people hewed it, through
a lawgiver, with their walking sticks’. Rashi explains, ‘This is
the well which ‘officers’ dug, that is, Moshe and Aharon.
Nobles of the people hewed it — each and every nasi, when
Israel would camp, would take his stick and pull it towards
his banner and camp, and the waters of the well would run
by way of that mark, and would come before the camping
place of each tribe. Through a lawgiver — by the word of
Moshe who is called ‘a lawgiver’.
A person can live in this world forty years, or even 120 years,
success can light up his face, he lacks nothing, and he does
not know that all that he has is in the merit of a Tzaddik that
he is connected to. Suddenly, everything can stop. What
happened? Why is there no water? Perhaps we can call a
plumber who will unplug the stone? This will not help! What,
didn’t you hear? Miriam HaNeviah passed away... that’s it,
alone, there is nothing that you can do. Even the nasi who
drew the water with his staff and brought to his tribe, did
this only through the Tzaddik. We must remember, in truth
we do nothing, and all the success that we have is in the
merit of the Tzaddikim, and whoever does not believe this,
the Gemara calls him an apikoros.

- Tiv HaTorah - Chukas
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‘The secret of hashgacha pratis’ — 'n'019n nnawn TI0'
Moreinu HaRav shlita relates: “I very much wanted to spend Shabbos in
Meron for my birthday, but because of my health condition, that | had a
stent put in, the doctor did not give me permission to travel to Meron.
The next week the doctor agreed to allow me to travel to Meron.
| went with the rabbanit for Shabbos and we even stayed until Sunday, |
was very happy because Sunday was the date of my bris and the Chida
says that the day of the bris is greater than the birthday because on this
day we become Jews, and there is a special Tefillah for the day of the
bris.

On a weekday, it is difficult for me to go up the steep road from my
room to the cave, but when | am alone a car will generally stop and give
me a ride up the mountain. However, when | am with the Rebbetzin, it
is not nice to stop someone and ask for a ride for two people... so |
went with her on foot, on the path of the Kohanim... the way was tiring
and hard for me. | silently asked of the Creator of the World that He
send me a ride to take me up the mountain.

Despite walking on the path of the Kohanim which is not the main road
for cars, a large car stopped, and the driver offered us a ride to the cave
above.

Happy, and good-hearted, we got out of the car and we praised the
Creator for His kindness that never left us!!!

In the cave itself, | have a set learning in Zohar and other things. One of
the things that | learn is Tehillim. Every time | take a different Tehillim
with an explanation and | learn it in order and when | finish, | buy
another Tehillim with another explanation and this is my way. On
Shabbos | did not find a Tehillim. | finished all my other learning and |
very much wanted to learn Tehillim. Right opposite me was a single
volume of Sefer Tehillim, the one with the exact commentary that | was
learning now... a volume that is not usually found at all!!!

| told the story to the man standing next to me in Meron and he
responded: “What is so amazing? The Zohar writes that the whole
world was not intended to serve except those who study the secret of
the Torah, so are you surprised that every step of your way is
accompanied with hashgacha pratis?! If it is not you who learns and
teaches the secret of the Torah, then who?!”

| old him that it is true, | sense and see the hashgacha of Hashem in
every detail, but the Ramban in lyov writes that one who seeks Hashem
and His hashgacha on him, then Hashem changes the whole direction
towards the person to one of hashgacha pratis!!! That is, whoever
seeks out and tells stories of hashgacha earns the privilege to change
the direction to one of hashgacha pratis!!!
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To purify the impure and to make impure
the pure
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The laws of purification [tahara] are a basic foundation of faith
[Emunah], which leads those who are worthy to have complete
faith in all matters of avodas Hashem. It demonstrates that we
do all the mitzvos of Hashem without reason or thought, rather,
only because Hashem commanded us in His Torah. Even those
mitzvos that do give the reason, are not done through our
understanding, but only because they are laws in the Torah.
Correcting the character — niT'mn |I7'N
We know that the Torah is eternal. We find in every generation
that the mitzvah of taharah is relevant even in our times.
Therefore, the students of the Baal Shem Tov asked him how it
is possible to fulfill the mitzvah of the Parah Adumah nowadays
since because of our sins, we do not have the Bais HaMikdash
and the ashes of the Red Cow have been nullified as well as the
purification from corpse contamination. We crave for it to come
and we seek something to fulfill a degree of taharah from the
Torah, and how can we fulfill it?
The Baal Shem Tov replied: “Self-introspection [cheshbon
hanefesh] and correcting the deeds fulfill the mitzvah of
taharah in our times.” He explained to them that it is a Torah
law that the one involved in the waters of purification will purify
the impure and will make impure the pure — that is, the pure
ones who were involved in burning the cow and sprinkling the
ashes of the waters of purification become tamei themselves.
Yet the people who were tamei because of contact with a
corpse become pure by being sprinkled on the third and
seventh day. This is relevant to every person at all times when
involved in self-introspection, and one contemplates his steps,
and his actions pass before his eyes. He sees his actions until
this day as being pure and complete, but now when he
considers them, they seem to be tainted and impure. He
realizes how much better his mitzvos and good deeds could
have been. This is what is meant, he now makes impure the
days that seemed to be pure. In contrast, when he corrects the
deeds that were not upright then he causes the purification of
the impure deeds.
nnNoN NN - D910 NN
Jealousy between scholars - Increases wisdom
Another thing that applies at all times is that after the person
has already corrected his ways, still, there is always room to
elevate and add on to the avodas Hashem and not to be
satisfied with minimal amounts. We find that the cycle repeats
itself. Even after he has purified the impure once, he can still
consider his pure actions impure when he sees how far he is
from the main goal of avodas Hashem, and all he has done so
far is still not perfect avodah. On the other hand, if he purifies
those actions that he sees as impure by correcting them, and he
constantly reviews them to always improve on his avodas
Hashem, the earlier actions are then improved by his later ones.
There is an aspect of being minimal which is commendable and
is praised by Chazal, and that is the mundane as it states (Avos
4:1): ‘“Who is rich? He who is happy with his lot.” He is happy
with what he has, and he is not chasing after what he does not
have. It is the opposite in regard to the spiritual. One must
strive to go higher in attaining Torah, avodah, Tefillah, and
doing mitzvos. Regarding these it states (Bava Basra 21a)
‘Jealousy between scholars — increases wisdom’. As the
Tzaddikim testified about themselves that the difference
between their avodah from yesterday ad their avodah from
today like the difference between a Jew and a non-Jew.
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Distance from a bad neighbor — y1 [yun pnan
We learn from the laws of tahara that the environment has a strong
influence on the person. This is learned from the fact that a person
becomes tamei just by entering a tent with a corpse in it without even
touching it. Just by being in the environs of a corpse he becomes tamei
as it states (19:14) 7nx2 YUK 721 7nRn 78 Xan 72 7nxa nm' D DN
'Nnu' - ‘If a man will die in a tent, anyone who enters the tent and all
that is in the tent shall be tamei’. This hints how one must distance
himself from a bad environment and from bad friends as their bad
influence greatly affects a person. With every sin, they bring a person
lower into the abyss, and since the wicked are called dead while they
are alive, they are also compared to the tent containing a corpse which
conveys tumah even with their airspace.
The other side of the coin is a good trait. We learn from the power of
tumah a kal v’chomer how a good, pure atmosphere can influence a
person to be closer to the Creator since he associates and connects
with a good environment with good friends, people with vyiras
Shamayim who influence their surroundings. This person sets up good
roots which attaches to purity.
The precedent for this was set in Yerushalayim as brought down in the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 23a) ‘The pure-minded men of Yerushalayim would
conduct themselves as such: They would not enter to eat at a banquet
unless they knew who would be dining with them.” That is, they were
careful so that they would not be negatively influenced by colleagues
who were not appropriate. They were so meticulous that they would
not even sit at a banquet until they first checked who they were sitting
with, so as not to be negatively influenced.
This is so important that R’ Chaim Brim, one of the best students of the
Chazon Ish once went to a Simcha and merited to be with the Chofetz
Chaim — even though they did not see eye to eye — yet he wanted to be
close to him and the influence elevated him.

Guarding within guarding — DY 1IN 'Y
Another thing we learn from the parsha of tahara is how careful one
must be to set boundaries to guard and protect the senses of one’s
head - sight, hearing, and thought, which are affected by strange spirits
which distract the person from increasing Torah and yiras Shamayim.
Tis is hinted at in the posuk (19:15) 1"7y 7'N9 Tmyx 'K YWXR NIND "D DI’
'NIn Xnv — ‘Any open vessel which has no cover fastened to it is tamer’,
that is, if there is no proper covering for a person’s thoughts, rather,
there are breaches where strange sprits and inappropriate thoughts
can enter and contaminate a person with bad influences that reside
outside and enter the head. Only if one stays exactly in his four amos of
halacha and distances himself from anything that detracts his yiras
Shamayim — then he will merit to be pure before Hashem.
The timing of this parsha reading is perfect. We must implant hope in
our hearts that the Bais HaMikdash will be built speedily in our day and
we should merit to be sprinkled with the Waters of Purification and to
210 "7 D717 N2’ - ‘G-d’s nearness is good for me’ (Tehillim 73:28).
The Vilna Gaon would say that he craved to live in the time of the Bais
HaMikdash when a plain Jew would be a great man in our times. This is
because the spirit of G-d wafted over them constantly and they always
merited to be there the resting of the Shechina and cling to the Creator
Yisbarach. So too, the saying in the Mishna should be fulfilled in us
(Yoma 8:9) ‘Praiseworthy are you Israel! Before Whom do you cleanse
yourselves? Who cleanses you? Your Father in Heaven! As it said
(Yechezkal 36:25) 'nminul onInvw o' 07y M’ — ‘And | will
sprinkle pure water upon you and you shall be cleansed’ and it says
(Yirmiyahu 17:13) "n 78 w' nipn' — ‘The mikveh of Israel is Hashem’.
Just as a mikveh purifies the contaminated, so does HaKadosh Baruch
Hu purify Israel.”
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What is the will of Hashem Yisbarach? — ?n'wa 11 1nn
It is brought down in the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 55a): Ben Zunin
asked Rebbe Akiva, “It is clear that there is no substance to
idolatry, and yet we see that when a person is ill, he runs to a
pagan temple and prays to an idol for his health?” Rebbe Akiva
said to him, “What is comparable to? To an honest person who
lived in a city. All the people in his city would deposit their articles
with him for safekeeping without witnesses. But one person came
and deposited his article with him with witnesses. One time the
man forgot and deposited his article without witnesses. The
custodian’s wife said to him, ‘Come, let us take this opportunity
and deny that he ever left anything with us.” The honest man said
to his wife, ‘Just because this fool acted improperly, should we
ruin our integrity?!” The same is true here, at the time when
Hashem sends suffering upon a person, He makes it take an oath
that it will not visit the person any earlier than on a specific day, at
a specific time, and by the hand of a specific doctor, and through
the use of a specific medicine. When the time comes for the
suffering to leave, this person went to a pagan temple for relief.
The suffering then says, ‘By rights we should not leave the person
now.” But then they reconsider and say, ‘Just because this fool
acted improperly, we should repudiate our oath?!"”

The holy Torah tells at length all the conversations between Balak
and Balaam. The first time Balak sent messengers to get him but
Hashem did not give him permission to go (22:5-12). When Balak
sent him additional messengers, HaKadosh Baruch Hu agreed to
let him go with them, but under one condition (22:20), nx X'
"NMYYN IMIX 7*78 12T WK QTN - ‘but the thing that | shall speak
to you, that is what you shall do’. We ask, can one chas v’shalom
change the will of the Omnipresent? Definitely not! If so, how did
HaKadosh Baruch Hu agree to let him go with them? ‘Rav
Nachman said: Audacity [chutzpah] prevails even against the will
of Heaven. At first it is written (22:12) 'Dnny 17n X7' — ‘Do not go
with them’ and at the end it is written (22:20) 'Dnx 17 DI' —
‘Arise, go with them’.” Rashi explains that he was helped because
he was audacious when he told Balak’s messengers ‘Stay here
overnight’, since HaKadosh Baruch Hu at first told him ‘Do not go’
and then ‘Go’.
A person can go on wicked ways and think that this is the will of
Hashem, and it even might appear that Heaven agrees with him.
But the truth is that this is not so, and his ways and deeds are the
opposite of the will of Hashem. Our Rabbis have already taught us
(Yoma 38b) ‘If one comes to defile himself, an opening is provided
for him’, even the wicked Balaam who insisted on going on the evil
path, received permission from Heaven. The Torah told us the
chain of events to inform us that this was not the will of Hashem,
rather, ‘the way a person wants to go, they lead him’.

- Tiv HaTorah Balak

-
' O ‘\
English Edition |
2o
Balak |
5780

4O¥R
No.

522.421

nnawnn 2%

‘Corrective action’ - 'nwyn |1j'n’

On Friday, | stay after davening to listen to a shiur on Nach given
by Rav Spitzer who connects the navi to the parsha of the week
and the situation of the nation. This time, Rav Spitzer concluded
with a story that happened to his father when he served R’ Chaim
Zietchik, when millions of dollars of donated money went to goyim
instead of places of Torah. He heard the story and all its details
directly from the source. A man sitting in the shiur told the Rav
that this exact story was just published in that week’s Tiv Hakehila.
| listened intently to hear the story from the source to compare
the story from Rav Spitzer to the story printed in Tiv Hakehila.
| know that Rav Gamliel Rabinovich tries to tell the stories as they
happened. Many times he tells a story in public and with
hashgacha pratis about a son or grandson or about a person that
the story happened to, and ultimately, the story is published for
generations, therefore he is meticulous about its accuracy.
| heard the story and compared the details and | saw that a few
important details were missing. | saw how much hashgacha was
involved in this story, that just today | brought the sheets with me
to this shul and someone had read it and mentioned that the story
was in the sheet so | could update Moreinu HaRav shlita.
| called to update the Rav and from his perspective, he was very
happy for the update of the particulars. | then called the editor of
Tiv HaMasiyos so he could reprint the story with the missing
details in both Tiv HaMasiyos and Tiv HaHashgacha to benefit the
public.

.ND
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You have changed for me my lament into dancing

| moved the pile of blankets and bedding from the living room to a
quiet back room to make room for all the people coming to be
menachem avel during shiva.
A few seconds after | left the room, a thought flashed through me
about the empty cart that was in the corner of the quiet room
where | now piled the blankets.
| ran back to the room which was in the corner of the house, |
checked in the cart and | started to search for a missing baby. |
lifted up the pile of blankets and under it was the baby who was
struggling to breathe.
Had HaKadosh Baruch Hu not placed the thought in my heart to
check, | do not want to think what might have happened.
With thanks to Hashem for all His kindnesses.

n.
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Study is not the main thing, rather
practice
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The wicked Balaam stood ready and prepared to go and curse
Bnei Yisrael with his evil eye and his haughty spirit. Balak’s
messengers were sent to bring him back from Pesor with an
armed guard, but he told them to wait with him until morning,
then he would go with them as one unit. However, on that night
My N7RN D'WIRD M MK 0Y72 IR 077X KT - ‘G-d came to
Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you” (22:9). Rashi
explains, G-d came to give him room to err with this question.
Balaam said, “There are times when not everything is revealed
before Him. His mind is not equal upon Him. |, too, will see a
time in which | will be able to curse Israel and G-d will not
understand what | am doing.”’

He exalts nations and destroys them — DTaxX'l D'1A7 X'AaWn
This is how Balaam, the grandfather of impurity, thought about
the Creator Yisbarach Who knows every thought of every
person and He does and sustains every creature. But Balaam, in
his great baseness, seemed to think that everything is not in the
hands of the Ribono shel Olam chas v’shalom. He thought there
were ways to get around being seen and hide from His
warnings, therefore, Heaven gave him room to err.

This teaches us that when a person wants to stubbornly go on a
bad path, not only does Heaven not hold him back, rather, it
helps him stumble as it states by Adam HaRishon after he ate
from the tree that he was commanded to not eat its fruit. But
he did not hesitate, and he ate from it, therefore, 'n x '
"NO'X 17 N1 DTRN 7R D'P7R — ‘Hashem G-d called out to
Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”’ (Bereishis 3:9). Rashi
explains, the Creator knew where he was, but He wanted to
enter into a conversation with him, so that he should not be too
startled to respond as he might have were He to punish him
suddenly. And with Kayin, He said to him, “Where is Hevel your
brother?” and so with Balaam, “Who are these men with you?”
On the one hand, HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave him a way to
return and even gave him an opening to do Teshuva, but he
refused, and wanted to stubbornly go. Therefore, Heaven
allowed to stumble so that he lose his World to Come in his
lifetime and he is remembered for shame despite being a navi
who saw G-dly visions. In regard to this it states (lyov 12:23)
'DTAN'1 D'N7 RAwn' — ‘He exalts nations and then destroys
them’ — that is, HaKadosh Baruch Hu puts madness in the hearts
of the nations until they willingly want to destroy themselves.

17 I'NNI9 XnL'™ Xan
If one comes to defile himself, an opening is provided for him
After Balak sent more dignified messengers to Balaam than the
ones before them since Balaam felt that they were not as
dignified to go with him as befitting his stature. Therefore,
these officers were sent to accompany him, but Balaam still
refused to go with the excuse that even Im1 Xm 72 "7 |n' ox'
N7 IX MR NIWY7 77X N9 DR 1YY IR K7 anT qod - If
Balak were to give me his houseful of silver and gold, | am
unable to transgress the word of Hashem, my G-d, to do
anything small or great’ (22:18)
Seemingly, after uttering these words of submission Balaam
acknowledged the true existence of Yisbarach in the world. It
would have been appropriate to change his nature completely
and become an upright man who knows and believes that
everything that happens is from the Creator Who rules over
everything and there is no man who can rebel against His word
as Balaam himself said. If this is so, then how can he suddenly
change and decide to stubbornly go along with them and he
would ultimately die by the sword and spear?

F o v ————r——
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However, as we have learned (Makkos 10b) ‘In the way that a man
wishes to go, in that way they lead him’. HaKadosh Baruch Hu leads the
man in the way that the man himself wants to be led. Therefore, there
might arise a situation where the person expresses lofty ideals but his
heart is not with him as it states (Yeshaya 29:13) 1'o2 ntn DN wa1 D |y
"Imn PN 1271 1T 1MOWAIl — ‘Inasmuch as this people has drawn
close, with its mouth and its lips it has honored Me, yet it has distanced
its heart from Me’. They know how to speak loftily, but in actuality
their hearts are not with them and they do not keep their word.
Therefore, even though Balaam spoke recognizing Hashem and His
leadership, words that should have brought him to the straight and
good path, but in actuality he continued to do all that his heart wanted
and he did not keep his word. This implies that a Jewish person’s
speech must be one with mouth and heart as it says (Devorim 4:39)
227 78 nawnl oI'n NV T - ‘You shall know this day and take to your
heart’, the knowledge and the action must be the same. This is the
avodah, to bind together one’s will with his speech so that his words
are not distant from his heart. ‘One whose wisdom exceeds his good
deeds’ as the Tanna writes ‘his wisdom will not endure’ (Avos 3:9).
HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who knows the inner thoughts of a person, wants
us to give Him our hearts and minds as it states (Mishlei 23:26) 12 nin'
"2 727 — ‘My child, give your heart to Me’. Similarly it is brought in the
Gemara (Avodah Zarah 18a) the Amoraim ask ‘Has any incident
presented itself to you?’ that accumulation of knowledge is not the
main thing, rather, it is the action. As the famous Chassid R’ Eliyahu
Roth who went around in the shadows of the righteous of the world
would relate that the earlier Chassidim, when they would hear
something from their Rabbis regarding direction or a good acceptance,
would close their ears and not hear anything else so as not to be
included in their wisdom exceeding their deeds.
012 2% INPTNI

And His righteousness is upon children’s children
However, that wicked man — Balaam, did not take to heart all the hints
that the Creator sent him that He did not want him to go along. It was
not worth it to Him that his end should be in Gehinnom. But in his
impudence, he thought that he could evade the Creator, use
subterfuge, and curse Israel when HaKadosh Baruch Hu would not see.
Therefore, he got up early and with quickness and with this he would
attack Israel and demonstrate that he did his needs early as it says
(22:21) '"nnx NX wan'l 122 oy 0!I’ - ‘Balaam arose in the morning
and saddled his she-donkey’, intending to attack Israel as Rashi explains
— From here we see that hatred disrupts the correct order of things for
he himself did the saddling. But HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “Evil one!
Avraham, their forefather, preceded you, as it says (Bereishis 22:3)
'NMN NX WIan'l 7722 DNNAX DO’ — ‘So Avraham arose early in the
morning and saddled his donkey.’
We find that in the merit of many years before the wicked Balaam
wanted to curse Israel, Avraham Avinu, the Father of the Nation, had
already risen early for Akeidas Yitzchak and he saddled his donkey
himself because of his great love for the mitzvah. The power of this
action saved Bnei Yisrael from the curse of that wicked man who
wanted to destroy them.
The mitzvah and its merit helps not only at that time, rather, it protects
and influences for all generations and even saves many souls from
descending to the depths. This is a moral lesson and a great rebuke
emphasizing the importance of every good action, small or large, as it
says (Tehillim 112:3) "1V nmMy mMpTI — ‘and his righteousness
endures forever’ and protects for many generations (Devorim 7:9) 1y’
"NIT 97K7 MIxn w7 1ank? Tonnl nNan - ‘Who safeguards the
covenant and the kindness for those who love Him and for those who
observe His mitzvos for a thousand generations’.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Chukas 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“They shall take to you a parah adumah”

The Amazing Connection between
the Parah Adumah and the Cheit HaEigel

In this week’s parsha, parshas Chukas, it is fitting that we
explore the mitzvah of the “parah adumah” (Bamidbar 19, 1):
127 .0RY 7T WK TN AP ANT IRRY 110K DR wn DR s
A5y KRS WK D1 13 PR TWNR TN TR1R e UK g URAwe 213 UR
o1y vy Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aharon, saying: This
is the statute of the Torah, which Hashem has commanded,
saying: Speak to Bnei Yisrael, and they shall take to you a
completely red cow, which is without blemish, and upon
which a yoke has not come. Rashi comments in the name
of Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan (ibid. 22): It is analogous to the
son of a maidservant who soiled the palace of a king. They
said, “Let his mother come and wipe away the excrement.”
Similarly, let the “parah” (cow) come, and atone for the
“eigel” (calf).

This analogy is somewhat difficult to comprehend. Clearly,
“the mother”—the “parah”—cannot come herself to atone for
Yisrael’s sin with the “eigel.” So, who, in fact, is the mother that
atones for the “cheit ha'eigel”? In general, HKB”H is compared
to a merciful father, who takes pity on his children, as it is
written (Tehillim 103, 13): ™87 by ' or1 @23 Yy 2R ona>"—as
a father is merciful toward his children, so has Hashem
shown mercy to those who fear Him.

Additionally, the Torah teaches us a wonderful, fundamental
principle concerning Torah-study that is learned from the
mitzvah of “parah adumah” (Bamidbar ibid. 14): m=inm nxr
"Ry NPaW RPYY 9IRS WK Y31 UnNn DR X3 Yo DaNe nme s nR—
this is the teaching (Torah) regarding a man who dies in
a tent: Anyone who enters the tent and anyone who is in
the tent shall be impure for a seven-day period. We find the
following elucidation in the Gemara (Berachos 63b): w* anr"

’ — 3y /Y P e e B ) s e e
T e E FESEN ey e T »/.'7' AR

/=i

el [ et e

7 SN E =) &di=7 (=

DINT RRIY Y 1MEY NMRY M2 KUK 1TRPPNNA TN 2T PRY 108 ,wEY
"grRa nae o 01X mnn—Reish Lakish said: From where do we
learn that words of Torah are not retained except by one
who sacrifices himself for her sake? For it states: “This is
the Torah of a man who dies in a tent.” We will endeavor to
explain why HKB”H chose to teach us this fundamental principle
specifically with regards to the mitzvah of “parah adumah.”

Furthermore, the elucidation of this passuk deserves
further clarification. Reish Lakish learns from the first part of
the passuk that words of Torah are not retained except by
one who sacrifices himself for her sake. With that in mind,
how will he interpret the latter part of the passuk: “Anyone
who enters the tent and anyone who is in the tent shall
be impure for a seven-day period”? If a person is willing to
sacrifice himself and die for the sake of the Torah, then surely
the Torah will purify him and revive him. So, why does the
passuk say that he remains “tamei” for seven days?

The Parah Adumah Alludes to Torah She’b’al Peh

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
what the Ramban (ibid. 2) writes regarding the “parah adumah.”
He teaches us that the “parah adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al
peh, which is "mars"—red—because is reflects the midah
of “din.” Hence, this passage opens with the words: npin nxr’
"=11inn—this is the “chukah” of the Torah. Now, the term
“chukah,” meaning statute, is related to the word “chakukah,”
meaning etched. This term is employed in the passuk, because
Torah she’b’al peh is etched from Torah she’b’chsav; all of its
sacred teachings are based on the words of Torah she’b’chsav.
This, in fact, is the source for the comment of Rabeinu Bachayei
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(ibid.): According to the tradition (“kabbalah”), the “parah
adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al peh, the stringent aspect
of midas hadin.

It appears that we can also provide a simple, straightforward
explanation. Torah she’b’al peh is associated with the stringent
aspectof“din,” because all the decrees and prohibitionsimposed
by Chazal are mentioned in it. Their purpose is to prevent us
from violating the precepts of the Torah. Furthermore, we have
learned in the Gemara (Berachos 4a): 3»r mmsn »31 5y 121yn vo”
"nm"m—whoever transgresses a Rabbinic decree is liable to
death. Rashi explains (Sotah 4b): "wra 15w =2 yav” (29007 —
for it is written (Koheles 10, 8): “He who breaks down a wall
will be bitten by a snake.” Hence, the “parah adumah” alludes
to Torah she’b’al peh, which presents the stringent aspect of
“midas hadin” for those who do not honor it properly.

This notion coincides wonderfully with what we have
learned in the Mishnah (Avos 2, 10): Hw 1718 7215 nnannn sy
"s1on RYW 1z aon i oon—and warm yourself by the fire
of the sages, but beware of their glowing embers lest you be
burnt. Here is Rabeinu Yonah’s comment:

“Warm yourself by the sages’ fire”—by the fire but not in
too close proximity; “but beware of their glowing embers
lestyoube burnt.” This is analogous to a person who warms
himself by a fire. If he stands at an appropriate distance
from it, he will derive pleasure but will not be burnt; if he
draws too near, he will be burnt. The same applies to a
person who draws warmth from the fire of the sages and
derives pleasure from their wisdom. He must stand in their
presence with an attitude of ”yirah,” awe and seriousness.
He should not behave flippantly in their presence; and he
should not draw nearer to them than the degree to which
they draw him near. For, that would distance him from
them and would warrant a serious punishment.

This helps us understand the following elucidation in the
Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 19, 6): .ma»an mnars mma 99R mpsr”
Ui anRY Sar mma nyv aban R 9y awny 17apn v k. HKB”H
said to Moshe, “To you I am revealing the rationale for the
‘parah’; for everyone else, it is a ‘chukah’ (irrational; without
an explanation).” For, we have learned in the Mishnah (ibid. 1,
1): o223 maapTt mupty pwIT Yty naont wvon 1n oy nwn”
JeITan noas waRy Mo oaNan
from Sinai and transmitted it to Yehoshua; and Yehoshua

Moshe received the Torah

to the elders; the elders to the neviim; and the neviim

Shvilei Pinches

transmitted it to the Members of the Great Assembly. Since
the “parah adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al peh, and Moshe
Rabeinu was the first and foremost of the scholars of Torah
she’b’al peh, HKB”H revealed the rationale for the “parah” to
him. This explains very nicely Rashi’'s comment (Bamidbar 19,
2): “And they shall take to you”—It will always be ascribed
to you, “the ‘parah’ that Moshe prepared in the midbar.”

The Cheit HaEigel Caused
a Defect in Torah She’b’al Peh

I had a wonderful idea as to why HKB”H commanded us to
bring a “parah adumah” to atone for the “cheit ha'eigel”—or,
in the words of Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan, let the mother come
and clean up her child’s mess! We have learned that the “parah
adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al peh. Upon careful scrutiny,
we find that the root of the “cheit ha'eigel” was a tremendous
defect in Torah she’b’al peh.

This is evident from the passuk (Shemos 32, 1): 5 myn 82"
DoON 1Y WY 21 PUN 19K 1R By ayn g, ann 1 ntab awn wena
ORI YT RY D2En paNn whYn WK WAIRA R 1T 05 ,10aY 1090 qwR
% The people saw that Moshe delayed in descending the
mountain, and the people gathered around Aharon and
said to him, ”Rise up, make for us gods who will go before
us; for this Moshe, the man who brought us up from the
land of Egypt—we do not know what became of him!” Rashi
comments: They thought Moshe was late, because when
Moshe went up to the mountain, he said to them, ”At the
end of forty days, I will come within the first six hours of
the day.” They figured that the day he ascended was part
of the count, but he had told them ”full days”—forty days
along with their nights. But the day he ascended did not
include its night.

Now, if Yisrael had complete emunah and trusted fully the
words of Moshe Rabeinu—the foremost of the neviim—they
would have understood that he would surely keep his word. He
had told them explicitly: "myw ww 713 82 228 01 @7paax Awy’—at
the end of forty days, I will come within the first six hours
of the day. Upon seeing that he didn’t arrive when expected,
they should have concluded that they erred in their calculation,
instead of attributing the problem to Moshe, their leader and
teacher. Had they adopted this perspective, the “cheit ha’eigel”
would never have happened. Thus, their inadequate faith in
Moshe’s words—the words of their teacher—represented an
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egregious defect in Torah she’b’al peh. Consequently, Torah
she’b’al peh exacted from them the stringency of “midas hadin,”
in keeping with the words: “Beware of their glowing embers
lest you be burnt.”

We have now achieved a better understanding of the
words of the Ramban and Rabeinu Bachayei—that the “parah
adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al peh, which is red due to the
stringency of “din” it represents. By sinning with the “eigel,”
Yisrael created a significant defect in Torah she’b’al peh. As a
consequence, they were subjected to the stringency of “midas
hadin.” Therefore, they were commanded to bring a “parah
adumah” for atonement, because its redness alludes to the
“midas hadin” associated with Torah she’b’al peh.

Let us interpret the continuation of the passuk based on this
understanding: “They shall take to you a completely red cow,
which is without blemish, and upon which a yoke has not
come.” The Zohar hakadosh states (Chukas 180b): mar maa”
ToRINT T2 MMANT BTIART RITT WIRT,TOMT RI00R R0 ,17123T X0
Jasanma1ay The fact that the “parah” had to be completely red
indicates that it possessed a quality of “gevurah” and “din”; the
fact that it had to be perfect, without a blemish, indicates that
it possessed the quality of “chesed,” the outstanding character
trait of Avraham Avinu, as per the passuk (Bereishis 17, 1):
“Walk before Me and be perfect (‘tamim’).”

Thus, we can interpret the passuk as follows: “They shall
take to you a completely red cow” as a tikun for creating a
defect in Torah she’b’al peh and causing it to become “red,” due
to its inherently stringent “midas hadin.” However, its flawless
perfection will mitigate the “din” and transform it into “midas
hachesed.” Then the Torah explains that the way to mitigate the
“din” of Torah she’b’al peh is to abide by all the precepts and
teachings of Torah she’b’al peh flawlessly, “without a blemish.”
Additionally, there is another proviso: “And upon which a yoke
has not come”—they should accept upon themselves the yoke
of Torah as opposed to the yoke of Olam HaZeh. Thisis consistent
with the teaching in the Mishnah (ibid. 3, 5): w1 1oy Yapan 5"
"yAR 777 Y11 msbn By anan patayn ,amin—all who accept upon
themselves the yoke of Torah, the yoke of government and
the yoke of worldly affairs are removed from him.

This explains the Midrash cited above very nicely: HKB”"H
said to Moshe, “To you I am revealing the rationale for the
‘parah’; for everyone else, it is a ‘chukah.” In this manner,
HKB”H reinforced Yisrael’s emunah in Moshe, the foremost

Shvilei Pincles

scholar of Torah she’b’al peh, in whom they had demonstrated
a lack of faith by sinning with the “eigel” HKB”H revealed to
him all the secrets concealed in Torah she’b’al peh related to
the mitzvah of “parah adumah.” Due to this renewed emunabh,
they would be able to mitigate the “din” of the “parah adumah”
and make sure that it would be “without a blemish,” like the
“midas hachesed” of Avraham.

The “Din” of Torah She’b’al Peh Is Mitigated
by Studying Torah at Night

Continuing onward on this sacred journey, we will now
examine the Rambam’s interpretation of Reish Lakish’s
elucidation: “Words of Torah are not retained except by one
who sacrifices himself for her sake.” Here are the illuminating
words of the Rambam (Hilchos Talmud Torah 3, 12):

The words of Torah will not be retained by a person who
treats them casually (i.e. does not exert himself to acquire
them), and not by those who study in a perfunctory manner
and while eating and drinking. Rather, one must sacrifice
his life for them, constantly straining his body to the point
of discomfort, without granting sleep to his eyes or slumber
to his eyelids. The sages alluded to this concept with the
following statement: “This is the Torah of a man who dies in
atent...” (this teaches us that), the Torah cannot be retained
except by a person who sacrifices his life in the tents of the
scholars.

Now, when the Rambam says that sacrificing oneself for
the sake of Torah means “not granting sleep to his eyes or
slumber to his eyelids,” he is implying that one must study
Torah during the night. This is evident from the fact that the
Rambam juxtaposes to this halachah the importance of studying
Torah both during the day and at night (ibid. 13):

Even though it is a mitzvah to study during the day and
at night, it is only at night that a person acquires most of
his wisdom. Therefore, a person who desires to merit the
crown of Torah should be careful with all his nights, not
wasting even one with sleep, eating, drinking, idle chatter,
or the like. Rather, they should be devoted to the study of
Torah and the words of wisdom. Our Sages declared: “The
song of Torah can be heard only at night, as it states (Eichah
2:19): ‘Arise, sing out at night...”” Whoever occupies himself
with Torah study at night will have a strand of divine favor
extended over him during the day.
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This explains very nicely an elucidation in the Midrash
Tanchuma (Ki Sisa 36) related to the passuk (Shemos 34, 28):

JB1Y IMAR TR YT IR Pan ey mhyanNT 01 BYpanaR oy aw
Dy 1 mrwst, a1 NI P19 I 2n53 1IN 1TaYn fn 7 apnws KUK
vy R P e mmabn mawna ta “He was there with Hashem
forty days and forty nights.” How did Moshe know when it
was daytime? In this manner: When HKB”H would teach
him Torah she’b’chsav, he knew that it was day; and when
He would teach him orally, Mishnah and Talmud, he would
know that it was night.

Based on this Midrash, we can postulate that HKB”H studied
Torah she’b’al peh with Moshe during the night to teach us that
it is impossible to acquire the crown of Torah without engaging
in Torah-study at night.

Let us add another pertinent point. According to the
Rambam, when Reish Lakish says: “Words of Torah are not
retained except by one who sacrifices himself for her sake,”
he is teaching us that it is imperative to study Torah at night.
This is in fact consistent with another statement of his (Eiruvin
65a): "RE12Y KUK K110 1208 K, WP 13 1ynaw 131 1nR”. Here, Reish
Lakish says explicitly that the sole purpose for the creation of
the moon was so that its light would be used to study Torah at
night. Elsewhere, Reish Lakish adds (Chagigah 12b): poiynbo”
"a1a Ton Hw vt Py T napn,1v'va nrina—whoever occupies
himself with Torah study at night, HKB”H extends a strand
of divine kindness over him during the day.

If One Studies Torah at Night the Torah
Informs Him of His Sins

Following this line of reasoning, we will attempt to explain
the continuation and conclusion of the passuk: “This is the
teaching (Torah) regarding a man who dies in a tent:
Anyone who enters the tent and anyone who is in the tent
shall be impure for a seven-day period.” Let us refer to a
tremendous chiddush in the Zohar hakadosh (Vayikra 23b): "
WPt 7 YW 7973 K1, Ry 1S Ay aaInn ,ine Sy abba opw
@31 mra7a maab nyrmman oks XX A person who rises at night
to study Torah, the Torah informs him of his iniquities, but
not through judgment and punishment, but like a mother
who informs her son in gentle ways.

Now, wewillintroduce the incredible words of the Chiddushei
HaRim, zy”a, in Likutei HaRim (Berachos 5a). He applies this
premise to explain the following the Gemara (Berachos 5a): ax”

Shvilei Pinclhes

TP 129377 WA TRRIY PWPRS wawe 1YY PRI P10 DTN AN
WK M3A7 WK MKW TN Y1eean abne Ken KY1 wawa /0Ty namen
Jurmabn qnminnat 77 waeen If a person sees that afflictions
are befalling him, he should scrutinize his deeds, as it says
(Eichah 3, 40): “Let us search and examine our ways, and
return to Hashem.” If he scrutinized and did not find any
shortcomings, he should attribute his afflictions to “bitul
Torah” (neglect of Torah-study), as it states (Tehillim 94, 12):
”Fortunate is the man whom G-d afflicts, and whom You
teach from Your Torah.”

Allofthe commentariesare puzzled by the Gemara’s statement.
How can the sages say: ”If he scrutinized and did not find any
shortcomings, he should attribute his afflictions to neglect
of Torah-study”? “Bitul Torah” is a serious transgression; so,
how is it that he did not find any shortcomings?

Based on the Zohar hakadosh cited above, the Chiddushei
HaRim explains: "xxn &%1 wawa"—if he investigated and did
not find the sins that caused his suffering; "mvn»"—he should
attribute the fact that he did not find the sins to ”bitul
Torah”—neglect of Torah-study. Because he did not study
Torah at night, the Torah did not reveal his sins to him, which
would have enabled him to repent and make amends in a gentle,
merciful manner. Instead, afflictions befell him to wipe away
his iniquities.

Let us summarize. If someone toils at night studying Torah
she’b’al peh to clarify everything that is not clear and explicit in
Torah she’b’chsav, the Torah acts like a merciful mother toward
him. She reveals to her son everything that he must correct
in order to avoid being punished to the full extent of the law
by “midas hadin.” This accords very nicely with the following
statement from Shlomo HaMelech (Mishlei 1, 8): 1w 13 ynw”
"R N0 wion Y81 ak—hear, my child, the discipline of your
father, and do not forsake the teaching of your mother. In
his commentary on Mishlei, the Gra comments: The “discipline
of your father” refers to Torah she’b’chsav; while “the
teaching of your mother” refers to Torah she’b’al peh.

“She arises while it is still night
and gives food to her household”

According to Rashi (Mishlei 31, 10), the last twenty-two
pesukim of Mishlei, the passage of "»’n nwx"—the Woman of
Valor—extol the virtues of the Torah. Let us apply what we
have learned to one of those virtues (ibid. 15): a%% mpa apny

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Chukas 5780 | 4

OO



"mnpay pim anaY 97w inmi—she arises while it is still night
and gives food to her household and a portion (“chok”) to
her maidens. Metaphorically speaking, the passuk is speaking
of someone who studies Torah diligently at night. As we
learned from the Zohar hakadosh, the Torah informs him of
his iniquities, but not through judgment and punishment,

but like a mother who informs her son in gentle ways.

Now, we have a passuk that says explicitly (Tehillim 119,
155): w85 pin o5 Ay opwan pinn”—salvation is far from
the wicked, because they did not explore Your statutes
(“chukim”). The Binah LItim teaches us that teshuvah is
called a “chok,” because it is not based on reason or logic. As
the Yerushalmi (Makkos 2, 6) explains, from the viewpoint
of “chochmah” and “nevuah,” there is no tikun for a sinner.
Nevertheless, they are overruled by HKB”H, Who says: mwy>
"y maonn1 natwn—Ilet him perform teshuvah and he will be
forgiven. This then is the message of the passuk: “Salvation
is far from the wicked, because they did not explore Your
‘chukim.”” Since they did not perform teshuvah, which is
considered a “chok,” there is no salvation for them; had they
performed teshuvah, HKB”H would have forgiven them.

This then is the implication of the passuk in Mishlei: “She
arises while it is still night and gives food to her household.”
The Torah is like a mother, who rises in the middle of the night
to tend to her children who study Torah at night. She provides
them with spiritual sustenance, namely insights and deeper
understandings of the Torah, as it is written (ibid. 40, 9): qna1”
myn 7ina—and your Torah is in my gut. The passuk in Mishlei
concludes: "mn1yay pim"—in addition to those insights, she lets
them know what they need to make amends for and the benefits
of doing so via teshuvah—a “chok” that defies logic; so that they
will not need to suffer in the process.

Now, thisenlightensuswithregardsto HKB”H’srequest: 1"
"mmonan R e YR, Initially, Torah she’b’al peh was "marw,
due to its association with the strict “midas hadin.” Accordingly,
we are admonished not to blemish the honor of the sages of
Torah she’b’al peh: “Beware of their glowing embers.” Yet, by
engaging in Torah-study at night, Torah she’b’al peh becomes
"mamn”, reflecting the midah of “chesed.” She displays mercy
and kindness by revealing a person’s iniquities to him, but not
through judgment and punishment, but like a mother who
informs her son in gentle ways.

= A N PSR\ ey (e e 7 ¢
/ \ (¥ A =iy [l s b=7.ic7 il v

Shvilei Pincles

“Let its mother come”
Refers to Torah She’b’al Peh

It is with great pleasure that we can now comprehend the
words of Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan—that the “parah adumah”
represents a tikun for the “cheit ha'eigel” He eloquently
compared it to a mother cow coming and cleaning up the mess
of her young calf. Based on what we have learned, it appears
that the mother is an allusion to Torah she’b’al peh. Itis our job
to mitigate her inherent “din”—her “redness”—and bring out
the merciful mother in her—her “pure perfection.” In keeping
with the analogy, the mother will come and inform her children

how to make amends for everything in the easiest way.

It appears that we can bring explicit proof for this notion from
the Gemara (Ta’anis 31a). There, we learn that after the fifteenth
of Av, the dominance of the sun diminishes, and the nights become
longer: "qEx> AP0 RYT1 9201 oMt T90K1 180", Rashi explains: He
who adds nighttime (hours of Torah-study) upon his daytime
Torah-study will add years to his life. He who does not add
by studying Torah at night, will be gathered in. The Gemara
explains: "m R 71apn qo 21 18R QoK Rn"—what does it mean
that he will be gathered in? Rav Yosef said: His mother will
bury him. In other words, he will die prematurely.

The Shela hakadosh explains (Maseches Shevuos 19): “His
mother will bury him,” since nighttime Torah-study is Torah
she’b’al peh, which is like a mother. We find that the night is
more suitable for Torah than the day, since a person is less
encumbered by his worldly occupations. Anyone who fails to
take advantage of the night to study Torah is, in effect, throwing
away years of his life.

Thus, we have an explicit source stating that Torah she’b’al
peh resembles a mother. If we do not study it at night, she
punishes us with “midas hadin”—in the words of the Gemara:
“His mother will bury him.” Conversely, if we study her at
night, she becomes a merciful mother, who teaches us what we
need to know to correct with “midas harachamim.” This accords
fantastically with our interpretation of the passuk: 198 1"
"FIRYAN MRTTN 118,

The Yetzer HaRa Has Seven Names
Corresponding to the Seven Midos

Concluding our journey along this majestic path, we will
now address that which is written: “Anyone who enters the
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tent and anyone who is in the tent shall be impure for a
seven-day period.” Let us refer to the Gemara (Succah 52a):
NP TIT TP INTP R LY IRTP R7aRn YA ey Y w minw nyaw”
IR TN LR IR IRPI L S1won NG YW LRI NP b .LRPY
mpx The yetzer hara has seven names. HKB”H called it
“evil” (“rah”) ... Moshe called it “uncircumcised” (“ahreil”)
... David called it “impure” (“tahmei”) ... Shlomo called it
the “enemy” (“sonei”) . .. Yeshayah called it an “obstacle”
(“michshol”) . .. Yechezkel called it a “stone” (“ehven”) ..
. Yoel called it “the hidden one” (“tzifoni”). The Maharsha
(ibid.) explains that these appellations refer to seven distinct
aspects or forces of the yetzer hara corresponding to the seven
days of creation.

Clearly, he is referring to the seven midos that HKB"H
inculcated in every human being: Chesed, gevurah, Tiferes,
netzach, hod, yesod and malchus. Each of the midos has an
aspect of good and kedushah and an aspect of evil and tumabh.
His assertion that they correspond to the seven days of creation
is explained in Pardes Rimonim; the seven days of the week
correspond to the seven midos. Therefore, the yetzer hara has
seven names representing seven forces of evil with which to
cause man to sin and corrupt each of the seven midos.

Let us apply this concept to the Gemara’s statement
(Kiddushin 30b): "am 953 1y wrrnnn oR Hw 11g0 ,prxs 59 MmN —
Rav Yitzchak said: A person’s yetzer renews itself against
him daily. This implies that on each of the respective seven
days of the week, the yetzer hara utilizes one of its forces of
tumah reflecting one of its seven names. So, it is as if there is
a new yetzer every day causing a person to sin each day with a
different midah.

Shvilei Pinches

Thisilluminates for us the words of Reish Lakish. Expounding
on the passuk: "orxa nims o @1X 17107 AR, he teaches us that the
Torah is only retained by someone who sacrifices himself for
her sake. As the Rambam explains, this means also studying
Torah at night. Then the Torah reveals to us the major benefit
of nighttime Torah-study: “Anyone who enters the tent and
anyone who is in the tent shall be impure for a seven-day
period.” The Torah herself, acting like a mother, reveals to her
son all the ways in which he sinned and defiled himself during
the past seven days—namely, the damage caused to the seven
midos due to the influence of the yetzer hara and its seven
names. With this awareness, he can correct them by means of
teshuvah, with “rachamim” rather than with “din.”

It is precisely for this reason that the Torah teaches us
this lesson specifically here in connection with the mitzvah
of “parah adumah”: “This is the Torah of a man who will
die in a tent.” It is imperative to sacrifice oneself for the
sake of Torah by engaging in Torah-study during the night.
As explained, the “parah adumah” alludes to Torah she’b’al
peh, which represents “din”; hence, it is described as mmarR”
"mamn—completely red. Therefore, the Torah teaches us how
to mitigate its inherent aspects of “din”: “This is the Torah of
aman who dies in a tent”—Torah is only retained by someone
who sacrifices himself on her behalf. The benefit of doing so is:
“Anyone who enters the tent and anyone who is in the tent
shall be impure for a seven-day period”—such a person will
not be subjected to the ramifications of “midas hadin.” Instead,
he will be dealt with mercifully, because the Torah will reveal
all of his iniquities to him, like a mother who informs her child
gently and kindly!
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

am sometimes challenged with the claim that non-Jews are

nicer than Jews or that Rabbis are too intense and always

rushing. | often respond by asking them whether the nice
person they are referring to has a “life”. They usually think
I’'m just being cynical. 'm not. Moshe Rabbeinu is criticized
for getting angry in 3 places, and one of them is mentioned in
this Parsha. The Akeida explains why Moshe Rabbienu would,
even if only rarely, demonstrate anger. Hateva Atzmo Shemosif
Chachmah, Hu Atzmo Hanosein Koach Haka’asani.The nature
of those with wisdom is to increase people’s Nisayon of anger.

The fact that this is a part of human nature is important.While
it’s a fault, it’s a natural one because things matter to them.
Your father may love you & still be intense because he’s trying
to make things work. He understands the long-term price
children pay for certain mistakes. Things matter.

We, on other hand, may oversimplify the challenge and the
long-term cost. Being objective, people would realize that
it’s the caring itself which makes others intense and, in later

years, those same young people may find themselves caring
about what’s important to them.This doesn’t make parents or
Rabbeim correct but it humanizes their behavior.

| realized this when | noticed certain groups of people who
present themselves as if they’re completely carefree, and not
getting upset at a loss of money, missing appointments, etc.
They seemed to master the art of never becoming upset.
Then, when | became friends with several of them, | saw that
when something finally mattered to them, they become like
the rest of us.They weren’t Baalei Middos; they just didn’t care
about anything.

Everyone needs to be patient. But we should remember that
if they fall short, it’s because things matter. It is the fallout
of good intentions and they too are a work in progress. For
ourselves, let's realize that as we undertake responsibilities, we
have to work on patience.We must also be aware that most
people won’t give us slack for caring.

hile | often speak about balance in many of my

other conversations, in this article | want to draw

attention to this topic. Emerging from the virus
makes this a great time to discuss balance because many of
us are reconsidering everything that we had taken for granted
until now. We should include the topic of balance within all
that we are thinking about.

My hope is that we can begin again, through
our new understanding of the value and
definition of balance. It is the perfect time
to share this discussion with our children

weeks, | wanted to tell you something that
| realized”.

There are many sources from Tanach and our Chachamim
describing our responsibility to lead a balanced life. (I can
gladly share with readers some of those sources.) | would like

Emerging From Life Under The Coronavirus

"M17 ka}ae is that we can
ngin ngm’n, t[mmgk our

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

to offer a practical reason to think, act, and live in a balanced
manner.

When people mean well but their decisions are unbalanced (as
| will define in a few paragraphs), it creates a “disagreement”
between the well-meaning person and others. The well-
meaning person, whose actions are not
balanced or are off-kilter, believes that he
or she deserves to be appreciated and
treating reciprocally. This is true in regard
to their expectations of other people and,
more significantly, their relationship with

and students, as we have become used to neu/um(erstwm(tng aftke Hashem.

beginning our conversations with, “Since value nn;{ definitian af

| have been thinking a lot these last few ” Yet, because of their decisions and the
batance.

way those efforts played out, others are
not enamored at all, and they are often
frustrated. The difference in the expected
reaction causes significant resentment to all involved, yet it
can be avoided.
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| have a few friends whose actions are motivated by their
strong lack of self-esteem. Each action intends to make people
happy and to avoid anyone becoming upset or frustrated.
Their need for peace is so strong that they often anticipate
problems that exist only in their minds. As you can imagine,
they are always apologizing.

Their inability to think in a balanced manner is because of their
insatiable need to soothe something painful inside of them.
There’s no room in their thought process to weigh options
or outcomes. It’s all about soothing the pain.While they seem
like tzadikim (and in a sense they are), their urge to soothe the
pain is in direct conflict to their responsibilities as a spouse,
parent, employee, etc. Their inability to act with balance is the
victim of their greater, deeply rooted challenges.

How do we teach our students and children to make their
decisions in a balanced manner? They can’t be taught with a
sit-down meeting. They must be taught casually, and by being
guided, followed by personal experiences. This is done by
“planting seeds” through the sharing of personal conversations.
Here’s one such conversation. Remember, everyone has their
own style and flavor. What I'm describing is how | have my
conversations.

“Oh man, yesterday was crazy. | had one hour to follow
through with a commitment to my wife (or Mommy), one of
my children, and a friend whom | promised to help. It was
crazy figuring out how to do just enough to help each one
without dropping the ball on the others. In the end, | managed
to call my friend, and | was given an extra hour.| was able to do
enough for my wife tonight that | can finish the rest tomorrow,
clearing my time for my children. Two years ago, | would have
just done one and worried about the rest. Now | realize that |
can’t just act. | have to consider everything and find the perfect
(or not so perfect) balance when | do things.”

Since there are multiple categories of balance, there are
multiple other conversations that need to be had. When you
have them, hopefully, the one you're speaking to will engage. If
you're really lucky, you can refer to that story when he finds
himself in need of juggling several of his own commitments.

Defining balance is difficult since it can only be quantified after
considering the individual's circumstances, mood, financial
resources,and more. How else is it possible to decide that the
amount spent on a suit or a Sheva Brachos is too much or a
fair amount?

Here is a working definition for the trait of being balanced.
Any decision which has taken as many factors as possible into
consideration before deciding its conclusion can be considered
to be a balanced one.This requires people to ask themselves
questions in a balanced manner.This is how they do that.

When deciding whether people should do something, they
shouldn’t ask,“Should | do “X”?” That question only considers

the value of “X” and not of the value of “X” in relationship to
“Y” (or the multiple*“Y””s).Instead, they should ask, "Should | do
“X” or should | do “Y”?” The balance is created by recognizing
that, to be the correct decision, it must be balanced with
everything else going on in the person’s life.

Here are a few examples: Some mothers take their
responsibility to keep a clean house seriously. That’s good.
When it overrides the attention their children need or the
ability for their children to feel at ease, it’s not good. Some
husbands learn many hours when they are home.That’s good.
Some learn when their wives need them to help. That’s not
good. Some are doing a lot of Chesed. That’s good. Some do
it when their children need them or the money used for their
various Chesed projects and that’s not good.

When adults lack balance in a few areas, while damaging, it can
be compensated for by their other strengths.VWhen teenagers
lack balance, it becomes ingrained in them, certain that their
decision is a balanced one. When they become adults, their
lack of balance can often spill over into other areas of their
lives.

Finding the correct balance is particularly tricky when itinvolves
money. How much is appropriate to spend on a take-out
supper! How much is appropriate for an anniversary supper?
While people are entitled to splurge on their anniversary, these
examples also require a decision, considering the alternative
uses of the money.

Balance is also important when discussing people’s time and
energy. | often ask people that jump into the fray of a family
or community debate whether this has to be their battle.
Everyone should have several missions in life but not too
many. Their family, Yiddishkeit, and possibly their job. Do they
have time and energy for a fourth, even a fifth? They should
consider if something is their battle and weigh it against their
present missions. Undertaking a new mission may tip over the
healthy balance of their present ones.

Finally, there is the discussion of balance with our Midos, how
we apply our character traits, and our values. Just because
something is good does not mean that there is no limit to how
good it can be. Ma'aser is good but one can never give more
than a fifth. Being nice to one’s children is good, even great,
but being too nice can spoil them. Learning is also great but
not when it overlaps on their responsibilities to others. Even
Mitzvohs require a decision whether that is what they should
be doing over something else.

In closure, balance is a lifetime process, much like a smoker
who quits. He always has to be careful. Our nature is to act, not
with balance, but to an extreme.Therefore, we will always have
the urge to act without balance, requiring us to constantly be
on guard. It’s worth the efforts because, without our vigilance,
many of our Mitzvohs won’t be Ratzon Hashem.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Chukas - Rebbetzin Kanievsky a”h
By David Gurwitz

Last week, I discussed starting my trip to Eretz Yisroel from years ago, which involved visiting
and davening at the kevorim of many tzaddikim in the north of Eretz Yisroel.

This week, I continue my tour down memory lane by starting with my visit on the Sunday following
my Shabbos in Bnei Brak to daven at the kevorim of other tzaddikim from our lifetimes - the Steipler
Gaon and the Chazon Ish zt”l - and a tzadeikes, Rebbetzin Batsheva Esther Kanievsky a”h.

I have not yet read the books that were recently published about Rebbetzin Kanievsky. I can only
say the following, however, and I suspect that I speak for the many tens of thousands who had
the zechus to meet her over the years: I don’t think I ever met anyone in my life - I was with my
wife when we met her two years ago - who made me feel more loved or more important or bigger at
that moment than Rebbetzin Kanievsky did for me. The inspiration actually grows over time.

The word Rav or Rebbetzin means master, but it also could mean “one who makes you bigger.” If
there is one middah that I hope to remember from Rebbetzin Kanievsky, it is that ability to focus on
and give attention to another person. This she did while getting up every day at 2 a.m., saying all
of Sefer Tehillim, and meeting and encouraging so many people. It was ultimately due to her
unmatched ability to concentrate and tune out other influences in order to focus, stemming from
intense love for the other person.

There are many girls being born nowadays who are being named Batsheva Esther. May their
parents’ daven that these bnos Yisroel, and all other girls too, grow up focusing on developing
the middos of Rebbetzin Kanievsky.

The term used for remembering males, zeicher tzaddik livracha, means "in remembrance of the
blessed memory of the tzaddik.” It is interesting that the word for remembering also means male. I
continue down memory lane with a greater awareness of what memory should lead me to.

Following the trip, I am trying to sort out and savor the significance, details and impressions of the
following. We are approaching the Three Weeks, with Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, Parshas Chukas, and
its related Tehillim, kappitel 95. My family just experienced the graduation of our youngest from
Yeshiva Spring Valley, the last of our children to graduate from this absolutely amazing school. May
the hanhalah, teachers, staff and all those associated with YSV continue to receive Hashem’s
blessings in so capably and lovingly providing to so many students the wide array of tools needed to
continue to learn Hashem’s Torah and be walking examples of kiddush Hashem and baalei middos.

Guess what these areas of attention all have in common? The notion of...memory. They all lead to
thoughts of the past and inspirations for the future. How?

First, we discussed in Parshas Shelach the fact that the Hebrew letters of zachor, memory - Zayin,
Chof and Reish - are followed in the order of the Alef Bais by Ches, Lamed and Shin. These
“following” letters, together, form the word shelach. Memory propels our shlichus, our mission.
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Second, the bulk of this piece is being written on Rosh Chodesh Tammuz. The power
and hashpaah of Tammuz is mystically attributed to Eisav. Therefore, it continues the trajectory of
negativity that is reflected in the parshiyos throughout the fourth of the five seforim of the
Torah, Sefer Bamidbar. 1t is a time to be cautious. In fact, to reinforce this point, this month, I noticed
that the Rosh Chodesh insert to Shemonah Esrei has one word that keeps popping up in several
forms - seven times actually. It is the word zachor, to remember.

Rosh Chodesh is a time to reflect and to do teshuvah. The Medrash says that the moon was originally
the same size as the sun. It was not content to reflect as an equal to the sun. We need to remember
this and “reflect” on it as well.

Third, the memory of challenge and the disastrous results from the challenge is “reflected” in this
week’s parsha, Chukas, which states the following after the incident in which Moshe hit the rock:
"Hashem said to Moshe and to Aaron: Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes
of the Bnei Yisroel, therefore you will not bring this congregation to the land that I have given
them” (20:12).

Tehillim 95, the kappitel related to Parshas Chukas according to the Roedelheim Siddur from the
mid-1800s, has similar language to that of the parsha, to be found in pesukim 10 and 11: “For forty
years, I quarreled with one generation, and I thought they were a people of an errant heart, and
they still did not recognize my ways,; and therefore, I swore in my anger that they shall not enter
into my land of contentment.”

Fourth, this week’s parsha, Chukas, teaches us a deep lesson regarding what to remember about
learning Torah.

I believe that my visit to Bnei Brak helped clarify the answer to a third great mystery in this
week’s parsha, besides the two well-known mysteries: the ashes of the Parah Adumah and the
hitting of the rock by Moshe Rabbeinu to provide water in the desert after Hashem had told him to
speak to the rock. It is the following six words: zos haTorah adam ki yamus ba’ohel - This is the
teaching regarding when a man dies in a tent.”

The Gemara in Maseches Brachos (63b) says that Torah only lasts with one who “kills himself” for it.
This seems to go against the prohibition against suicide, chas veshalom. How do we understand this?

Rav Zalman Margolis zt”/ answers that a person must act like he is dead when it comes to
interruptions while learning. One must have total concentration. In this regard, it is quite fascinating
that the value of the last letters of the expression adam (Mem, 40) ki (Yud, 10) yamus (Sof,
400) b’ohel (Lamid, 30) equal 480, which is the value of the word Ta/mud.

I will end, for now, with one story, amongst dozens of stories, that I heard from my wonderful hosts
and friends, Rabbi and Mrs. Segal in Bnei Brak. Rabbi Segal is a descendant of Rav Elimelech of
Lizensk, and Mrs. Segal is a descendant of Rav Naftoli Ropshitzer. May Hashem bless them and
their mishpacha with continued strength, health and clarity to share their love for Jews
and dveykus to Hashem.

A man came to the Steipler Gaon when his son, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, was 50 years old. The man
told the Steipler that his son was having some difficulty in learning. The Steipler asked him if
he davened every day that his son should become a talmid chochom. The man admitted that he did
not do so. The Steipler told him, forcefully, “I still daven every day that my son Chaim should become
a talmid chochom.”

This is a great teaching from my trip to Bnei Brak.
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Parashas Chukas-Balak
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And they shall take to you a completely red cow, which is without
blemish. (19:2)

The mitzvah of Parah Adumah, Red Cow, which is used to
purify one who is tamei meis, spiritually defiled by coming in contact
with a dead body, has become known as the paradigmatic mitzvah whose
reason is beyond human cognition. Actually, this is true with regard to all
mitzvos. We have no idea of the reason for any one of the 613 mitzvos; it
is just that some are easier to relate to, because they are common-
sensical. The laws of Parah Adumah are replete with anomalies. The
most difficult to accept is the fact that the Kohen who carries out the
purification process himself becomes contaminated, while the subject of
the process is rendered tahor, spiritually clean. The Talmud Kiddushin
31a records a well-known story relating to Parah Adumah, which is
pertinent to our parsha.

The Talmud asks how far one must go to carry out the mitzvah
of Kibbud Av, honouring one’s father, properly. Chazal cite a story from
which they derive the extent to which one should go in fulfilling this
mitzvah. In the city of Ashkelon, a gentile by the name of Dama ben
Nesinah lived, whom the sages approached concerning a business deal.
He explained that the key to his storage room lay beneath his father’s
pillow, upon which he was presently sleeping. The sages were prepared
to spend 600,000 shekel for stones required for the Eiphod. He was
willing to forgo the extraordinary profit in order not to disturb his
father’s rest. A year later, his herd produced a Parah Adumah, which
would obviously warrant a high price from the sages. When they
approached him again, he said, “I know that I can charge you anything
that I want. All I ask, however, is the amount of money I lost due to the
kavod, honour, I gave my father.” The question is obvious: Hashem could
have rewarded Dama ben Nesinah with any form of compensation. Why
did Hashem choose the Parah Adumah as His medium?

The Kotzker Rebbe, zlI (quoted by Horav Yissachar Shlomo
Teichtal, zI), explains that the answer lies in Dama’s response to the
Sages: “I know that you will give me all that I ask.” When a gentile is
prepared to forgo a huge compensation in order to fulfil the mitzvah of
honouring his father, it presents a demanding allegation against the
Jewish people. [Our devotion and commitment to Hashem is under
scrutiny when a gentile who does not live by Torah values and is
impacted by societal mores also demonstrates strong commitment.] In
order to remove this implication from Klal Yisrael, Hashem provided the
Parah Adumah as Dama’s financial remuneration. For the most part, the
mitzvos which Hashem has commanded us to observe are sichliyuis,
logical. They make sense and do not challenge our way of thinking.
Chukim are those mitzvos for which a facile and logical rationale is
unavailable.

Dama ben Nesinah had not been commanded to honour his
father. He did so simply out of logical deduction, as repayment for his
father having raised him. Gratitude was his motivator, not mitzvah. Thus,
while Dama was prepared to lose money in order to honour his father, it
was not to be compared with the extent to which a Jew will go to carry
out Hashem’s command — even when it defies rationale, such as with the
Parah Adumah. When the sages visited Dama and offered to pay him an
enormous sum of money for his Parah Adumah, they manifested true
Jewish commitment to a mitzvah. What the gentile did was for something
he understood to be appropriate. What Chazal did was for something
they did not understand, but rather, for something in which they believed.

This is a powerful lesson for us. It is not about reward. We
serve Hashem because we are His chosen children. Children neither

question a father (or mother), nor do they have to understand why they
are being told to do something. (Obviously, this is a broad statement and
requires qualification according to the specific case.) “Why?” is a
question that plagues everyone at one point or another. “Why suffering?”
“Why me?” “Why this mitzvah?” There is no end to the “whys.” I saw
an insight from Horav Shlomo Freifeld, zI (Reb Shlomo, by Rabbi Yisrael
Besser) that is inspiring. Rav Freifeld would visit a certain school that
addressed the spiritual educational needs of students who were
encountering challenges in these areas. During one such visit, he asked
the students whether they had any questions for him. These are some of
the questions that troubled them: “Have the Jews not suffered enough?”
“Why must we continue to suffer?” “I want so badly to be religious, to
keep Shabbos, but my parents fight me every step of the way. Why does
Hashem make it so difficult for me?”

The Rosh Yeshivah listened and was visibly moved by their
sincere questions: “I wish I had such profound questions as you do.
Truthfully, I really do not know the answers to your questions. You see,
every one of us confronts challenges, nisyanos, trials, which makes his
particular job/mission very difficult. Our responsibility is to persevere,
not to figure out why we have these trials and tribulations. Success
means to try to be normal, to enjoy life as much as possible even with
these obstacles in our path. We just have to face each day with a smile
and do our jobs, not understand why. Remember, we are here to enjoy
life.”

I would like to present one more aphorism which is pertinent to
this Torah thought. Rav Freifeld quoted his revered Rebbe, Horav
Yitzchok Hutner, zI, “My Rebbe, zI, explained the two phrases in the
brachah, Asher bachar banu, ‘That He chose us,” and u 'nasan lanu es
Toraso, ‘and He gave us His Torah,” as follows: The first part, that
Hashem chose us, refers to the fact that we are Yidden; the second part is
thanking Him for giving us the mitzvos.

“I believe that, in the early part of the century (twentieth), the
nisayon, the struggle, was for the second part of the brachah. Every
single man, woman and child felt like a Yid. They took pride in their
identity as Jews. They thanked Him, Asher bachar banu.

“Their battle was for kiyum ha’mitzvos, the second part of the
brachah. 1t was difficult for them to keep the mitzvos b poel, practically.
Today, we have it so easy. We no longer have to struggle to keep mitzvos.
(We are able to serve Hashem wherever we want.) The battle has shifted
to the first part: asher bachar banu. The struggle today is to be Yidden.

“We must remember: Without the asher bachar banu, there is
no v'nasan lanu. We must be Yidden first.” Bearing the mantle of
Judaism means that one is proud of his chosenness, of his distinction. His
commitment to serve Hashem demonstrates this pride; it is the only way.
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Then Hashem let the poisonous snakes loose against the people ... They
said, “We have sinned” ... that everyone who is bitten when he looks
upon it he shall live. (21:6,7,8)

It was not the first time; once again, the people did not receive
what they perceived they needed. Their first reaction was to complain,
“This is no good; that is no good.” Immediately, they directed their
discontent against Hashem. They did not doubt the authenticity of Moshe
Rabbeinu’s leadership; they had issues with Hashem’s guidance. They
would never reach the Promised Land if they were to continue along this
path in the wretched wilderness. Veritably, they had nourishment from
the manna, but what about some real food and drink? Furthermore,
obtaining manna was effortless, almost monotonous. They wanted some
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excitement in their lives. Life was too easy. They had become so
accustomed to Hashem’s beneficence that they took it for granted. When
we take something for granted, we fail to appreciate not only our
benefactor, but also the value of the gift. The people had convoluted and
slanted the excellent quality of their gift, processing it as if it were
insufficient for them.

How does one punish an ingrate? Simply retract the gift, allow
him to see that all of the protection and good life to which he had become
accustomed was not natural; it was the super-natural result of Heavenly
intervention, or miracle.

Vayishalach has been translated, “Then (Hashem) let loose,”
rather than “(Hashem) sent.” Horav S.R. Hirsch, zI, explains the
difference between “sending” and “letting go.” Shlach, send, in the kal
form (vayishlach), means to send something in motion towards a goal.
Shaleach, in the piel form (va’yeshalach) predominantly means to let
something go, to allow it to follow its natural course, to refrain from
holding it back. Rav Hirsch explains that here, too, Hashem did not send
the serpents, but rather, let them go; He did not hold them back.

These serpents made their home in the wilderness. They were
standard fare of which the wilderness travellers should be wary. Hashem
withdrew His restraining power, and the serpents returned to their natural
habitat. When the people came to the stark realisation that their “boring”
life was actually far from monotonous; when they opened their eyes to
see the constant dangers which dog a person’s steps as he journeys
through the wilderness of life, they realised — and were prepared to
acknowledge — that their “monotony” was a miracle. Their Heavenly
Father, concerning Whom they had been complaining, had sponsored this
miracle.

The cure? When the snake bit an individual he had only to fix
his gaze upon the image of the serpent and allow it to be embedded in his
mind. In this way, he came to grips with the reality of life, with the verity
that each and every Jew must repeat and hold dear: Every breath we take
in our life is a fresh gift from Hashem’s might and goodness. The next
time that they might be moved to complain, the people would remember
what it means to live without the Heavenly protection to which we have
all become accustomed. The image of the serpent will be permanently
impressed upon the mind of the one who has been bitten.

There is no more effective therapy.

Balak
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He sent agents to Bilaam ben Beor. (22:5)

Is it possible that, concerning all outward appearances, one not
only manifests himself as righteous, but he even receives the fringe
benefits and special treatment accorded to a tzaddik; yet, he remains
throughout a despicable rasha, wicked person, of the lowest order? Yes!
Bilaam showed us that it can be done. Bilaam was Hashem’s “gift” to the
pagan/gentile world, so that they could not assert that they had no worthy
spiritual leadership. Bilaam was on a lofty spiritual plane, a prophet of
the highest order. He was the gentile world’s Moshe. So what happened?
He refused to purge himself of his flawed middos, character traits. He
was a wise man who knew quite well how to conceal his moral turpitude.
Everything that he said and did could have two connotations. As a
spiritual leader to the pagans, they looked at Bilaam’s positive side and
assumed that what he was doing had a lofty moral/spiritual foundation,
while, in truth, he was an immoral, perverted megalomaniac who
probably even believed his own ruse.

Wherein lay the difference between our quintessential leader,
Moshe Rabbeinu, and the pagan’s poor excuse for a leader? Outwardly,
Bilaam acted the part of the prophet. Where did Moshe and Bilaam part
ways? Let us look at one instance in which they both demurred listening
to Hashem, and observe the difference. The mere fact that Bilaam stalled
in accepting Hashem’s instructions indicated the spiritual place that he
had achieved. The Almighty instructed Bilaam to go with Balak’s agents.
Bilaam stalled for more money and greater honour. He (of course)
attributed his delay to G-d, claiming that He was not pleased with the
idea that he would go with Balak’s agents. This was but one more
indication of a man who spoke out of both sides of his mouth, or that his
heart (intention) and his mouth (what he said) were not aligned.

Moshe also delayed going to Egypt. He demurred accepting the
leadership role of the nation out of respect for his older brother, Aharon
HaKohen, who had until then been the acting spiritual leader of the
people. Thus, we observe two members of the spiritual elite: one who is
truly righteous; and one who is evil-incarnate. For all intents and
purposes, however, to the unsuspecting, superficial observer, they appear
to be one and the same.

I write this during the coronavirus plague that has assaulted the
world. It is the day after that first Shabbos when thousands of observant
Jews throughout the world were compelled to daven without a minyan,
relegated to their homes for davening, krias haTorah, Rosh Chodesh
bentching, etc. It was trying for everyone, but nonetheless spiritually
uplifting as each one of us poured out our hearts in unison, albeit
physically apart, to the Almighty, pleading for mercy and an end to the
scourge that was devastating the world. The next day, I met someone
who remarked that he, too, did not go to shu/, so now, for a change, we
were both the “same.” I replied that actually there was a major difference
between us: I felt bad that I did not go. This was more than I could say
for him. (Veritably, he never had the opportunity to attend services as a
youth — growing up in a totally secular family. As a result, he was
alienated from Jewish religious observance.) The reality is that
Yiddishkeit is much more than going to shul. It is what takes place in
shul: Davening to Hashem makes the experience special. During the
especially difficult period of isolation which we all are experiencing it is
evident that our davening, our actual speaking to Hashem, is what has
created the relationship and makes the shul experience so meaningful.
Sadly, unless one has undergone the spiritual uplift experienced upon
davening with a minyan, it is nothing more than shu/ attendance.

Horav Arye Leib Heyman, zI, explains that Bilaam is a prime
example of  ohr v'choshech meshamshin b’arvuvyah,
fusion/intermingling of light and darkness. Indeed, in Bilaam’s case, the
very light itself was corrupted and distorted by his darkness, his flawed
character traits. If a person does not expunge the evil/darkness within
him, then light and darkness will coexist and influence him equally. Does
not a bit of light dissipate much darkness? Horav Chaim Shmuelevitz, zI,
explains that a human being is different. The darkness of a human being
is not merely the absence of light. It is, rather, a powerful force in its own
right, asserting itself within a person, demanding equal time, even in the
company of such a powerful force of light.

Regrettably, one is able to achieve exemplary erudition, to be a
scholar of note, a man whose words inspire many, an individual whose
students cling to him and are even spiritually elevated by his words and
actions, even though his character may be defective. One might argue
that Bilaam was a pagan. What more can we expect from an individual
whose concept of spiritual devotion and service was the Peor godhead,
who was serviced by relieving oneself in its presence. Could one of
“ours” set such an example? Doeig Ha’Adomi was the head of the
Sanhedrin, Achitofel was David HaMelech’s rebbe; and who can ignore
the “greatest” of all: Yaravam ben Nevat? Concerning these three
individuals who personified ohr v’choshech mishamshin b’arvuvyah,
Chazal (Sanhedrin 106B) teach: Ein lahem chelek I’'Olam Habba; “they
forfeited their portion in the World to Come.” Apparently, choshech,
darkness, evil, can take a front row to light, even in a Jew.

We derive from here that external activity and expression do
not define a person’s true relationship with Hashem. In order to
authenticate our superficial actions, we must purge whatever inner
blemishes we have that impugn their integrity. Then, others can see us as
we really are.

aAPYS TR 120 R
How goodly are your tents, Yaakov. (24:5)

What impressed Bilaam about the Jewish tents? Bilaam saw
that the entrances to one another precluded intrusions on the privacy of
other families. Furthermore, tents refer to the batei medrash, study halls.
(According to Rashi, it refers to the Mishkan and Batei Mikdash when
they were extant). At first glance, tznius, privacy and modesty, and study
halls do not seem to coincide, unless the Torah is suggesting to us that
the study hall — or Torah study of those who occupy the bais hamedrash,
who devote themselves wholly to studying Hashem’s Torah — should
reflect #znius, privacy and modesty, in their every demeanour. Studying
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Torah is the loftiest ideal, reserved for the few who are willing to
relinquish the material fringe benefits of this world for the eternal
spiritual reward associated with Torah learning. It should not become a
source for one-upmanship and calling attention to one’s own
achievements. Everything that we do should be executed with modesty.

It is notable that Bilaam focused on #znius more than any of the
other wonderful attributes in which Klal Yisrael excels. The nation that
had reached the apex of spirituality during the Revelation at Har Sinai
was merciful, meek and kind. Why did Bilaam curtail his curse, blessing
them instead, specifically because of their modesty?

Horav Tzvi Kushelevsky, Shlita, cites a life-saving case in which
modesty played a leading role. In the struggle between Shaul and David,
the king wanted to kill the man who would marry his daughter and
ultimately assume the position as king. The story goes that Shaul was
pursuing David, so that David and his entourage fled to a cave and made
it their hiding place. Shaul was unaware of this. At some point, Shaul
required use of the “facilities.” Indoor plumbing was not yet available, so
he entered the cave which afforded him a degree of privacy. He had no
clue that he was entering David’s hiding place.

David saw the king entering his place of refuge and resisted
killing him. Halachically, Shaul was a rodef, pursuer; thus, pursuant to
the laws of self-defence, David could save himself by taking his
pursuer’s life. Instead, David cut a corner of Shaul’s garment, later
sending a message: “It could have been you.” What did David observe
about Shaul that impelled him to change his mind, to restrain himself
from killing Shaul?

The Rosh Yeshivah explains that David saw this element of
modesty in the way Shaul covered himself, even though he was in an
apparently empty cave. No one would see him, so why did he bother? He
understood that modesty is not only from others, but for oneself. Hashem
is always with us wherever we go. To act immodestly is to imply, “I do
not care.” Respect for Hashem and respect for oneself should motivate a
person’s modesty. A person who dresses or acts immodestly indicates
that he or she is insecure and requires public recognition, regardless of
the consequences.

The Maharal suggests that the trait of #znius protects one from
being subjugated. One who makes himself hidden and covered will not
be covered by anyone else. When Bilaam took note of our #zmius, he
realised that Hashem would grant us an extra dose of protection. We have
the added protection that accompanies concealment.

Horav Eliyahu Dushnitzer, zI, was one of the premier talmidim,
students, of the Chafetz Chaim. As Mashgiach of the nascent Lomza
Yeshivah in Eretz Yisrael, he was spiritual mentor to many of the future
gedolim, Torah giants, in the Holy Land. He was extremely careful in
areas of kashrus; thus, he did not ever eat the food served by the
yeshivah. He had a woman cook for him in accordance with his exacting
standards.

During the British Mandate, the British were paranoid about
spies. They would send anyone whom they remotely suspected of
sabotage to labour camps in British-controlled Kenya. Understandably,
conditions in a labour camp situated in a third world country were
deplorable, at best. Sadly, one of those incarcerated by the British and
destined to be sent to Kenya was Motke, the only son of the woman who
cooked for the Mashgiach. Distraught and filled with anguish, the
woman ran to Rav Elya and pleaded with him to give her a blessing that
would spare her son.

Rav Elya was acquiescent, and he said that not only would he
give her a brachah, he would also give her a z’chus, merit, to ensure the
blessing’s successful outcome. He then went on to suggest that she
strengthen herself in her #znius. While her dedication to kashrus was
peerless, she could improve certain aspects of the way she dressed. Rav
Elya told her that he was certain that her son would be spared if she
would initiate certain changes to her dress code. In fact, he said, “If you
listen to my directive, Motke will be home on Friday two weeks hence.”

The cook listened intently. She loved her son, but the manner
of her dress represented who she was. She was prepared to upgrade her
performance of any other mitzvah, but tznius was asking too much. Rav
Elya was adamant about her son’s safety in return for her commitment to
tznius: Which would it be?

When the woman came home and related her conversation with
Rav Elya to her husband, he was floored, “You are ready to turn over the
world to get our Motke back, but you refuse to augment the way you
religiously dress? If the Mashgiach made you a promise, why would you
refuse to listen to him?” Her husband’s words penetrated her mind, and
she immediately made the halachic alterations to her clothing. She was
now confident that Motke would arrive in two weeks, in time for
Shabbos.

Two weeks passed, and all Friday she stood waiting by the
window. Finally, she could wait no longer, and, with tears streaming
down her face, she went to bentch licht, light the Shabbos candles. Right
then, the door flung open, and Motke was home! Tears of joy replaced
those of anguish as she lit the candles with her son standing next to her.

“Tell me, Motke,” she asked, after the candles were lit, “how
were you able to leave jail? How did you get home from there?”

“Today, we were instructed to pack our belongings in
preparation for our trip to Kenya,” Motke began. “I stood in line with the
other prisoners, knowing that this was it. I would never return to my
Land, my house, my family. Suddenly, a British general called and
motioned for me to follow him. He led me from one gate through another
until I was out of the jail. He said to me, ‘Run home!” I had no idea
where I was. I jumped into the first car that stopped when I waved, and
the driver brought me home.”

The mother and father were certain that the British general was
none other than Eliyahu HaNavi, who was sent to intervene in Motke’s
behalf. All this was in the merit of tznius.

Va’ani Tefillah

772 2O NN By
Al chayeinu ha’mesurim b’Yadecha.

For our lives which are entrusted in Your hand.

First and foremost, we thank Hashem for giving us our lives.
We take life and health for granted until they hang precariously in the
balance right before our eyes. It is crucial that we not take them for
granted and that we appreciate their Source and appropriately express our

gratitude.

Hashem is with us from our first breath until our last. 4/ kol
neshimah u’neshimah tehallel Kah; “For each and every breath that we
take, we must praise Hashem.” Nary a moment of our existence passes

that He does not will it to be.

Perhaps this idea is best expressed by the words, ha 'mesurim
b’yadecha; “which are entrusted in Your hands.” Why hands? Do
“hands” grant life? I would think that the gift of life is issued from the
mouth through a command. The concept of the mouth granting life is
pejorative, however, since it might imply that Hashem says, “Live” and a
person lives. When we attribute life to Hashem’s hands, it is as if we are
saying that He holds us up. Without Hashem’s constant support, we

would fall flat on our face.
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“Balak the son of Tzippor saw
all that Yisroel had done to Emori.” The Posuk
tells us that Balak Ben Tzippor saw all that
Klal Yisroel had done to Emori. What does it
mean when it says, “he saw?” Did he actually
see it? Additionally, why does the Torah tell
us that he was Balak, the son of Tzippor — why
do we need to know who his father was?

What did Balak see? It was not a
natural seeing, rather it was a spiritual
seeing. He saw a vision with outside wisdom,
in addition he saw with his physical eyes
through a oy, bird. This concept of using
outside wisdoms from the Koach Hatumah, we
see from Avimelech. “n'nw?o 71m 172X qpwi
7nn Twa” — “Avimelech the king of the
Plishtim saw through the window.” He saw
that Yitzchok was privately together with his
wife, Rivkah. If Yitzchok was in private with
Rivkah, then how did Avimelech see? It does
not mean that Avimelech saw through a
physical window, rather he saw through a
spiritual window with outside wisdom. We see
the same thing with the mother of Sisra, and
here with Balak. The seeing that Balak had
was a spiritual seeing through ways of
astrology and the sort. There is one main
“window” with which this outside wisdom
comes down to this world, giving off this
wisdom in many different facets. Balak saw
through this window that which was unique to
him, based on his own personal level of
wisdom. (i)

Balak was called, “q19¥ |2” because

he was from the progeny from Yisro, who was
called, “aoy,” for he “flew” away from his
family like a bird, purified himself, and
converted to Yiddishkeit. Another reason
Balak was called, “q19x |]2” was because it was
as if his father was this, “9x” — “bird.” The
various of witchcraft that Balak
constantly utilized was always with this bird.
He would make this bird fly to great heights
and faraway places with his witchcraft, and
through other forms of witchcraft, the bird
would return to him with all kinds of hidden
information that Balak desired to know.
Balak also used witchceraft to give this bird the
power to control certain Malachim, and those
Malachim gave the bird information, which it
transmitted to Balak. One day, Balak
performed his magic in order to have his bird
tell him about Klal Yisroel and their actions.
He took the bird and sent it on its way in
search of this information. The bird was not
returning to Balak as usual, for these outside
spirits knew the greatness of Klal Yisroel, and
they did not want to answer Balak’s questions
about Klal Yisroel, for Balak would not be
pleased with the answer. They prevented this
bird from returning to Balak, so that the bird

forms
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The Magical Bird

would not give him information. Balak was
very distressed when his bird was not
returning to him, as it should have. The
spirits saw Balak’s pain, so they sent the bird
back to him with a message. Balak was shown
a great fire, representing the Koach of
Kedusha, that would overpower all other
powers. The fire chased after his bird and
singed its wings. This was meant to be a sign

that all of these outside powers, no matter how
great they were, had no power against Klal
Yisroel. Balak saw this message, and
understood its meaning. This caused him to
fear Klal Yisroel, as the Posuk says, “ axm a1
oy non.” (nin)

“a19y 2”7 was a magic bird which
Balak used to obtain secret information. What
was the name of this bird? It’s name was, “vi7”
which is “2y7” written in the Torah in
Vayikra 19:31. (This is the same as the
Rambam says in Hilchos Avodah Zara 6:2 that
1y T is witcheraft using a bird and its name is,
“y1”). There were many who knew how to
utilize this bird, however, there was no one as
great in the wisdom of this bird like Balak.
Balak was called, “ao¥ 27 for his wisdom of the
bird was greater than anyone else. (\nir)

Koheles 10:20 “%7pn 78 717 wTna ba
IR 1™71' DYDY D, 1'wy 77PN YR J20wn Tnal
7T T 0o ‘wal 7pn” — “Even in your
thoughts do not curse a king, and in your
bedchamber do not curse the rich, for a bird of
the skies may carry the sound, and some
winged creature may betray the matter.” This
Posuk is very difficult to understand. The
Posuk tells us that one should be careful with
his thoughts, for a bird may carry its sounds.
What sounds do thoughts have?! Everything
that a person thinks about, and that which he
harbors in his heart, is not real until the words
come out of his mouth, for as we know, nmaT
D"MAT DI 172w — words of the heart are not
words. However, one must know that if one
has thoughts bottled up within him, at some
point it will burst out unintentionally. Once
those words are out of his mouth, it is beyond
the point of return, it pierces the air, and goes
all the way to the sky. Those words will
bounce around the entire world. Therefore,
the Posuk is warning us that one should not
curse the king and the wealthy even in his
thoughts, for if he accustoms himself to having
these thoughts, it is not possible that the curse
won’t end up coming out of his mouth, and
then the bird will take that sound that came
out without Kavanah, and will be dispersed
throughout the entire world. This sound is
also taken by the, “n'@1d 7v2” — “the winged

ones” — Malachim, and they take it to the
Melech Elyon, the Upper King, and there it is
decided if it is a good sound or an evil sound.
This is why it is said that every Tefilah and
Bakasha that one asks from Hakodosh Boruch

NNYY NRID NIDTY
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Hu has to have words coming out of his mouth,
for if it does not come forth through his lips,
then his Tefilah is not a Tefilah, and his
Bakasha is not a Bakasha. However, once it
passes through his lips, the words break
through the air, and they are raised to create
a Kol, a sound, and then they are taken to the
correct place. (The name of the Malach who
takes the Tefilos of Klal Yisroel up High is,
“"!97m0o” — for he is the Malach in charge of all
their Tefilos. He takes the Tefilos of
Tzaddikim and makes crowns with them, as it
says in Chagigah 13b, see Tosfos there). (\nr)

22:6 “nTn DYN DX "7 DX X N2 anwt”
— “And now, please come and curse this people
for me.” It appears that the word, “nnui” —
“and now” is not needed, for certainly Balak
wants Klal Yisroel to be cursed now. Balak
knew the future through witchcraft and his
bird. Perhaps Balak even knew that Bilam
would give him an idea that would cause great
harm to Klal Yisroel in Gehinom. While he
may have not known that exact thought, he
knew there would be success in causing great
spiritual harm to Klal Yisroel. The idea that
Bilam would eventually give, would be to
cause Klal Yisroel to perform acts of nnr,
which did cause them great spiritual harm,
and great harm in Gehinom.

Eiruvin 19a — Avrohom Avinu takes
out of Gehinom the sinners who have a Bris
Milah, except for those who are Mezaneh with
an Aramis, for it causes a spiritual blockage on
the Orlah, and causes Avrohom Avinu not to
recognize that they are Yehudim. Balak was
telling Bilam that he did not care what would
happen to Klal Yisroel in Gehinom. He did not
care if they would have a spiritual downfall,
and Avrohom Avinu would not take them out
of Gehinom because they committed ninr.
“nny1” — Balak was telling Bilam, “and now” —
I want to cause damage to them now, and drive
them out of the land — I don’t care what bad
will happen to them in the future. ('n qor Tiy)

Balak thought he was so smart, and
had all the answers in the world because of his
bird — as he was called, “919¥ 2.” He sent his
bird to find out about the Jews, and the
message he received back was clear: do not
mess with the Jews. So, what does he do? He
recruits Bilam to curse them. He was given a
message, and ignored it. We all receive
messages. Hakodosh Boruch Hu sends
messages to us all the time. They are
messages of Ruchniyos, and how we must
work on advancing our Ruchniyos. We all
have a proverbial bird within us. We have the
option to be foolish like Balak and ignore that
message, or take the message seriously, and
raise our level in Ruchniyos. May we be Zoche
to hear the bird within us and follow the call
to be better servants of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.

OO
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THE INNER WATERS THAT MAKE WAVES

The parsha begins with nIMn Npin NXT. This is the law of the Torah. Then the pessukim continue with the details of the halachos
dealing with the pn of nnITx Na. The meforshim ask why didn't the Torah state nnITR N9 NpIN NNT since this is the central
topic that the Torah precedes to elaborate on. We suggest the following interpretation.

Parah Adumah is called a pn which describes a mitzvah that seems void of any logical reason. How does the combination of
ashes and water transform a person who is defiled and tamei by contacting a corpse or being under the same roof? By Parah
Adumah there is also added a super jn to the next level which defies human logic. How could the same substance make the
sprinkler tamei and at the same moment transform the person upon whom the ashes were sprinkled to become tahor. How can
the identical ashes possess polarized reaction at the same moment?

The Medrash comments with the passuk (lyuv 14,4) TnN X7 XnLN DL N' ' who can derive a tahor from a tamei, is it not only
Hashem Echad! Chazal add that this wonder equally applies to the emergence of Avraham from a Terach. Avraham became
the father of the Jewish Nation and Terach was a goy who worshipped idolatry. These two scenarios are not a Black Magic trick
or spell but real and therefore only Hashem alone can bring about such a phenomenon.

Why then did the beginnings of Am Yisrael have to commence with a reality that defies all logic like Para Adumah? We suggest
the answer is because our entire existence defies all logic until this very day. No philosopher, scientist, genealogist, economist,
historian, or mathematician can render a logical reason why we are still around. None of the above can explain why we are the
only nation in history that went into exile for more than two thousand years ago and yet returned to their original G-d given
Land and rebuilt it up from swampland and desert to the a most beautiful high functioning country where one can live as any
type of Yid his heart desires. The only answer they give when pressed to the wall is we are G-d's people. Only g-d can pull such
a thing off!

Torah shares a similar character to Para Adumah. Torah is compared to water 0'm? 127 XnXn 72 Yeshaya 55,1). Although water
possesses the quality of taharah, as we see from mikveh and Para Adumah, it also contains the power of bringing about tumah.
For the Halachah states that in order for a fruit to become susceptible to defilement after is has been removed from the tree,
it must first come in contact with water on its exterior and from that moment on it can now become tamei. Is this not a
contradiction? On one hand Chazal tell us that Torah which is compared to water can be 1nvn a person and help him overpower
his yetzer harah. Yet on the other side being compared to water makes one susceptible to becoming tamei?

The passuk says (Hosheah 14,10)

D1 17w D'WWI9l D1 127 0PN ' T oNe

The ways of Hashem are straight. Tzadikim will walk in them and the sinners will stumble in them. It is talking about the same
Torah except for one person he will grow by learning the Torah and the other person will descend in spirituality.

Chazal tell us that Hashem created a yetzer harah and created learning Torah as the spice. How then can we say that Torah
which is learned can bring one to stumble through it?

Torah is like water that makes things grow both the physical and the spiritual. For in the spelling of the word om the inside
letters equal the gematriah of the outside letters. nn TI' Dn. Water has an effect on the outside of Man's world and it also has
an effect on the spiritual hidden inside world of Man. Water comes down from the heavens and it springs forth from the earth.
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It has the power to bring about taharah or tumah. The results depend on what substance it is watering. If someone is yearning
to get closer to Hashem, he is working on his middos tovos and he is striving to stop speaking negative words, then his Torah
learning and fulfillment of mitzvos will increase and blossom. If someone enjoys learning as an intellectual pursuit alone and he
doesn't work at all on his bad middos, then the Torah will water and make grow what he has inside

On the second day of creation Hashem divided the upper waters and the lower waters. When this occurred the lower waters
began to cry that they want to be in front of Hashem and not to be separated and so distant. This yearning is demonstrated by
the waves of the sea which always jump heavenwards. The human body also contains water, 14 gallons worth. Up to 60% of
the human adult body is water. According to H.H. Mitchell, Journal of Biological Chemistry 158, the brain and heart are
composed of 73% water, and the lungs are about 83% water. The skin contains 64% water, muscles and kidneys are 79%, and
even the bones are watery: 31%. For Torah to affect us in a positive way one must have the contents of water that make waves
72. The 22 within us is a tefillah to Hashem to fulfill the passuk InIMN NIN?91 noani 1w 23 Reveal my eyes so | can see the
wonders of your Torah (Tehillim 119,18). It is then that the waters of Torah do their job of revealing to the learner how to forge
a more intimate relationship with Hashem.

Now we can understand the first passuk of the parsha nninin npin NNt It parallels the law of Parah Aduma. The learner of the
Torah can go either way up or down with his learning. It depends on how holy are his intentions, his middos which bring him
closer to Hashem, and whether he possesses "wavy water" within himself which describes the yearning to come before Hashem.
(Bamidbar 19,14) %nNa nin' 12 DTN NINN NRT Even an 0TX who symbolizes a talmid chacham, he can be nin' decline and lose
madraigos in the 90N (020X AW apyr) the tent of Torah. If you decide to learn by such a talmid chacham, just know that the
passuk appears not to support such a move XnNL' 7NN WK 721 270KN 78 XaN 7. Without the Rebbi possessing inner waves you
are actually writing out a "waiver" to yourself that your Torah learning might just be compromised. It is the being one with
Hashem TnK N7 as stated in the Medrash above that miraculously upgrades the spirit of one who learns Torah. That even if he
is tamei he can be brought to the state of tahor through Hashem's n'nn 9w 70 dew of resurrection which is the gematriah of
TAN NY.
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Make The Cheshbon How You Concguered Cheshhon

Many times when we're successful,
we think ‘Hey, | was successful in
this, so | can probably do something
even bigger..." Just like Sichon; they
conquered Cheshbon and they
thought ‘Hey, we got Cheshbon,
so we can probably mess with Klal
Yisrael too.!

Said R’ Berel Diskin: nnx® 12 by
o'ywnn - Whenever you're a Ywin
- whenever you're in control and
on-top of something, pawn xa -
don't forget to make the cheshbon
that it wasn't you; it was all from
Hashem. Remember who it was that
gave you the strength... &

So you know why the red heifer
is called a pin? Because it has no
reason. But is that so? Rashi says
very explicitly* that the reason we
have Para Aduma is because the
Yiddelech sinned by the Eigel. So
there is a reason why we have a
Red Heifer - to rectify the sin of the
Golden Calf!

Said Reb Itzik'l Vurker the deepest
secret of all time: The Golden Calf
was the sin of Avodah Zarah - where
Yiddendidn'tbelieveinthe unknown;
“Moshe said 40 days - it doesn't add
up so it's not true!”

So you know what the Tikkun,
rectification of “but it doesn't add
up!” is? Welcome to ‘Chok Therapy’!
We have you do things that our
minds can't grasp; stuff like Parah
Adama that just doesn't add up.

The reason why you sinned was
because it made no sense, right?
Now Let's see if you can go into the
world of chok and just do it ‘Just
because’; just because Hashem said
so” After all, Emunah is the sum total
of getting past a world where stuff
doesn't always add up... &

#53Y0 %Y 19301 119 RAN 72 ARIXA NIPNTIDR RAN DR 190 YV PUYD IrOY NNOW |29 YWD’ :20 V' 12 TP *

Death Blood and Gore? Be a Kind Killer

From where do shochtim come
from? From the bloody red mazal
of Madim (Mars).

There was an ancient tradition
among Jewish communities that
if you were a guest, or if you were
passing by a village, and you
needed a place to stay, you'd stay
at the local shochet. The secret
was that the sochet comes from a
bloody red mazal, so he has to be
involved in goodness and kindness.

One time, the shochet came to R’
Yochanan Rachmestrivker and he
said"Rebbe, | can'ttakeitanymore;
all these people come into my
house and | have no menucha. |
have to move my house at the end

of the village just so that people
should stop bugging me."

SaidR' YochananRachmestrivker:
19222 12y YRIW’ DR 1N DITXR |RD"
— And Edom didn't allow the Jews
to pass through their boundaries.
OITR |8’P"1 — When the red mazal
Madim stops doing chesed and
allowing people to pass through
and taking them into their homes,
MOYn HYRIW* V1 - the Jews move
away from him.

It didn't take too long and that
shochet was removed from his
post; because if you have that red
blood tendency, make sure you're
involved in giving, kindness, and
helping...&
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Its Shabbos
Today!

Shabbos Hayom
Lashem

What is MyShabbosToday?

This is not a "written" Gilyon, it is not professionally edited,
and yes, there are inaccuracies in both translation, grammar,
and exact sources.

So what is it?

For five years My Vision Studio filmed daily short less-than-a-
minute video clips from R' Shimon Semp (you can find them
on mytorahtoday channel). These hundreds of clips were then
transcribed by Shimon Lebovits and are now being presented in
the original unique spoken style here.

Why are we doing it?

Our Mission is to create Shabbos Seuda content that you can
use to generate meaningful Shabbos table discussions with your
family about ideas that really matter.

etheryou need a shortvort, story, or a good topic to bring goo
Ruach to your Shabbos Seudos - My Shabbos Today is for you.

If you want to receive this Shabbos Guide via email
or if you have comments and ideas, email us at:

mytorahtoday@gmail.com

@ @MyTorahToday © Copyright 2019-2020 - All rights reserved to
R"Shimon Semp of My Torah Today
nMnw Nrom Yo

SEE NO EVIL
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- he saw no sin in others. Said the
holy Rizhener about the Bardichever
who was the most connected Jew in
the world, that whenever a person
realizes that he only has to see the
goodness in others, and all he has to
do is to find the “na1v nTpPa” in every
single Jew then 1Y radx 'a - that's
when Hashem joins with him.

Let's realize that we have that ability
to see ourselves and others in a
positive light...

OO



Hashem says: mna 'm — My Torah
is something you're going to live by.
Chazal say: ona mn'w X’ ona 'm -
“live by them and don’t die by them.”
(Yoma 85:2).

But on the other hand - n7ina nxt
N2 mp? 2 0TR - “This is the Torah:
when one diesinatent...”, and Chazal
say (Brachos 63:2) amn "aT PR
OV IDXY N'HDHY DA ROX 'H*PNID —
“the Torah is only going to remain by
one who kills himself over it.”

The holy Chofetz Chaim asks: "How
does that work?"

Once upon a time, there was a

If You're Anyway Breathing, You Might As Well Live Too!

merchant, and as he got older he
decided one day "What am | working
for? What am I living for? A whole day
I'm only running after money." So he
decides that he's going to give away
two hours a day, and all he's going to
do is connect to Hashem and sit and
learn; and that's what he did.

And so the first day, second day,
and third day goes by, and then his
wife notices that the store is full of
customers and nobody is attending
to them. She runs to her husband
and says "What's going on? Are you
crazy?” And he says "Listen, if the
nminn IRYD would come and just

When Nothing Shocks You Any Longer

It's not every day that a donkey starts
speaking. And when they do, you'd
expect sort of a shock reaction, but
instead, Bilaam nonchalantly says:
any '3 'T2 270 W 1Y 2 nyna 2
1'h110 - "You have humiliated me! if
| had a sword in my hand, | would kill
you right now." (Bamidbar 22:29)

And as Rabbeinu Bechayai wonders:
Why didn't he just stop and say "Hey
Hey Hey, what's going on here!?!"
The answer is that when you have an

Bilaam’s Words In Krias Shema?!

agenda to get something, your mind
works overtime to block anything
that will derail you, and you find ways
to get upset and agitated so that you
don't need to notice what's really
going on.

The message of Bilaam is one thing:
Everythingthat's goingonaroundyou
is amazing, it's communications from
above. But you have to be vulnerable
enough to shut up and listen... §
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give me two more hours to live, what
would you say then? Would you grant
me those two hours to connect to
Hashem?”

That's the secret. When you live your
life knowing that you only have today
and that you might drop dead, then
suddenly D2 'n1-you start living; you
start realizing that it's only today that |
have to live. So let's live it... Today ¥

When The Donkey Rams You
Against The Wall

You know, this donkey was created mwnwn pa
in the beginning of creation. You know what
this donkey represents? Every person rides on a
donkey, whenever you rationalize something and
you have an excuse to do something, you're riding
on a donkey.

But that donkey is going to ram you against the
wall, it's going to make you stuck. And those stuck
situations communicate with you, those stuck
situations come to teach you something, but
you have to be able to listen, and unfortunately,
sometimes the only time we listen is when we're
stuck, when we get rammed against that wall
once twice, thrice.

Let's realize that every time we're stuck, it's time
to communicate, it's time to start listening.

Conquering the Land of Worcds

So the Gemara says
an amazing statement,
they wanted to take
everything Bilaam ever
said and put it into
Birchas Krias Shema.

And the Sfas Emes
wonderswhyintheworld
would you want to take
what Bilaam said and
put it into Krias Shema?
The secret is - says the
Sfas Emes - no matter
what happens, even
if somebody wants to

curse you, even if there
are obstacles in your life,
even if you meet your
“Bilaam” know that at
the end of the day it's
all from Hashem, and
anything that happens
is only here in order to
connect you to Hashem.

And when you realize
that, you know what
happens to all those
curses in your life? Wow,
it turns into the greatest
blessing ever found...

aNIp 12" - “And Moav was afraid.” What was he afraid
of? nyn "19n —'am’ is the MnDIY — the simple people.

And we all know that when the holy Baal Shem Tov was
in the deepest trance, and he was up there somewhere
in heaven —you know what brought him even higher? A
simple Jew in the marketplace realizes that it's almost
Mincha and says "Oy! Oy!".

P22 X7 - You know what he saw? nwy WX 3 nx
MIDRY YRIW' — What a yiddele can do with an 'amori'
— with one word. Always know that your word can
transform you and take you to places you've never
been before... &
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I'm happy to help the Rockland Eruv

purchase new Bucket Trucks with. the
following sponsorship, and receive »
o Complimentary Seforim on Maseches Eruvin:

LOYALTY SPONSORSHIP $180
CHOOSE 1 SEFER

BRONZE SPONSORSHIP $288 14vu onma
CHOOSE 2 SEFORIM

I'd also like to have names of loved ones
MEMORIALIZED ON THE NEW ERUV TRUCK:
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CHOOSE 2 SEFORIM + 1 NAME ON AN ERUV TRUCK
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You can also fill out this pledge card & return in the
enclosed reply envelope, with a check payable to
"Rockland Eruv” or your CC info on the back.

Rockland Eruv is a registered 501(c)3 « Tax ID: 57-1200577
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reseve Online | Haas & Zaltz, LLP

www.RocklandTransfers.com
CO“;’TEXT 845.425.3900
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(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DR | STE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
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ROSENBLUM &l CHEVRA L'BITACHON
ARCH'TECTURE ‘ OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
. 845.364.0337 @ 200 East Eckerson Road B . . .
o 9145226793 uite 230 E organization which trains and manages

New City, NY 10956 members of the community to become guards bookmgs@djkaej com
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

= todd@adaparch.com
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For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)
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P: 845-371-9800
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) We”springs
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)

Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim
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Compilation of Divrel Torah

DIVRE] TORA n1 In n Hﬂ n1 Ramapost.com/ram-hatorah

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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