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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

central theme of these Parshious seems to

be the promise Hashem makes to Avraham

to have children. We will read Avraham’s
anguished cry of 1y 1517 011 and the Borei Olam
again giving assurance that his children will be
“as numerous as the stars of the heavens” (15:5),
on top of the pledge yaxn 7ny> “as the dust of the
earth” (15:16). Mefarshim alert us to a powerful
dimension in the distress of Avraham and Sara being
childless beyond the torment of the endless ache that
regular childless couples endure — on 'n. They were
revolutionaries in a world steeped in idol-worship
- with the masses bowing before models of their
own craftsmanship. They introduced the world to
Monotheism, to The One G-d that created them and
directs the world and every aspect of it. Undoubtedly,
they were considered unstable, despite their teaching
and gaining a following that somehow believed them.
The naysayers held them to be no more than a fad,
proclaiming “it will never last” How many people
can be taken in by what they considered foolhardy?
Especially when they are gone - who will continue
their movement? Avraham and Sara realized that Lot
was a ‘failed experiment’ when he was lured away
by the gleam of the gold he dreamt about; he will
not perpetuate their legacy. This concept also needs
to be examined in order to fully understand the
pmw of the Akeidah. It was not simply just the child
they had Davened and Davened for and had finally
received in their old age, that Avraham was giving
back. His entire life's work was about to vanish, the
Emunah in Hashem that he taught the world would
soon be displaced by the darkness of idolatry. Their
childlessness was far reaching, much more than the
natural inclination of a regular couple hoping to
extend themselves with children. But included in
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their loss would be a disturbing theological disaster
they hoped to avoid.

Any serious study of Sefer Beraishis and Shemos
must certainly include the theme of o max nwyn
o125, the actions of our Avos, somehow, sometimes,
in ways we don't understand fully or sometimes at
all, have created and paved the roadways that Klal
Yisroel have traveled for thousands of years. This
theme is often spectacularly enhanced by adding a
motif - one that I really don’t understand but I am
totally fascinated by - of Gilgul Haneshamos. Let me
share some of the little bit that captivates me, and
maybe it will thrill you as it does me.

Undoubtedly, one of the secrets of Torah is that
somehow, from the failures Lot, the seeds of
Moshiach were planted. He was someone who chose
Sedom over living with Avraham, all for the sake of
the pot of gold he envisioned. Someone who in an
act of incense with his daughters created the nations
of Amon and Moav, the unlikely Zeide of Malchus
Bais Dovid and Moshiach. There is a wondrous
Sefer called mnvan Sy mmw xin mnw nn who quotes
(vol. I Haftoras Lech Lecha footnote 33) the classic
Sefer n"wn nminn mx5n (said to be Rav Aron Kotler’s
favorite Sefer on Chumash), that the entire episode
of the first real world war between the four and five
kings is mentioned along with the capture of Lot is
the max nwyn for the war of Gog U'magog, whose
ultimate goal is to prevent Moshiach from bringing
the world to its ultimate desired state. It was a war by
mwn 5 ‘1, which is why it was so critical for Lot to
be rescued.

See there a quote from the n">w (Lech Lecha) that Lot

is the same Gematria as o1x (45) because, as many :

explain, the letters o -7- x represent what o7x had
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

within him - mwn -m7 -078. Here the n">w expounds
on what has been mans problem since day one -
PATIENCE. Avraham tells Lot ‘you can’t eat from
the land YET, soon it will be ours’. The n"5>w uses the
wording "nan nmix 5axn X7" - do not eat the UNRIPE
fruit yet. The wording struck a chord. There is a
Gemara (Sanhedrin 107a) na yaw na M7 ann amxd
Mo NYIRW XOX opdx - really Bas Sheva was destined
to marry Dovid - her husband was doomed to die
in the war even without Dovid’s involvement and
the Chilul Hashem could have been avoided - but
Dovid RUSHED and ate UNRIPE FRUIT. See the
Gemara there that teaches: nwwn ™1 yaw na nn mxn
nwx1a m - Bas Sheva was destined for Dovid from
the six days of creation. The Toras Chaim (ibid) asks,
how can that be? Shiduchim are ONLY decreed forty
days before birth, not from the time of creation. He
quotes a Zohar that the Neshama of oix ended up
in Dovid based on the formula mwn 771 o7x. So too,
says Toras Chaim, that the Neshama of Chava ended
up in Bas Sheva, so the marriage of Dovid and Bas
Sheva was in fact predestined from Beraishis via the
marriage of Adam and Chava. BUT Dovid rushed
too soon.

In Parshas Kedoshim (19:26) the Ohr Hachaim puts
it all together for us. He teaches that the Mitzvah
of n>y, not to eat the fruits of the first three years,
is really a np'n for the xon of Adam Harishon. Had
Adam waited on that fateful Friday of his creation
until Shabbos - the ny1n vy would have become
permissible for them to eat - »> 7y pnnn 0 oxw"
“In 5y wipn 1 naw, from the grapes of the nyTn vy.
Therefore, we see the fruits of our labor and refrain
from benefitting from them - practicing restraint,
exercising PATIENCE. What obviously emerges from
all this is that Adam’s fault, was repeated by Lot and
again by Dovid. It probably should occur to us that
the waiting for Moshiach - the 1> nonx — is not simply
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waiting FOR THE RIGHT TIME TO COME, but the
waiting - the PATIENCE ITSELF - is a np’n of man’s
universal fault as the pattern of Adam indicates.

Let’s get back to Lot, who after learning all this we
must realize that we do not know who he really was.
When Avraham chastises him about his shepherds
lack of honesty, there are some key words. In 13:9
Avraham says: "5yn x1 Tpon - please SEPARATE
from me. In 13:11 it says: myn v5 o0 NNx. We
know from Chazal, that this s was not only a
physical separation but a spiritual rift between Lot
and Avraham and his G-d. But we find, his Moavis
descendent Rus, the mother of Malchus Bais Dovid
and Moshiach, tells her mother-in-law (Rus 1:17),
I am not abandoning you or your religion ever -
72 ra e mnn. Rus crossed the bridge that her
Zeideh walked across, she reversed that separation
and returned, and was in fact Zocheh to greatness.

Based on what we've explored, using the o -7 -x
formula, we can suggest another understanding of
the Pasuk (13:10) that says ‘Lot saw how fertile the
land was npwn n53 > comparing it to ' 12 (see Rashi
and Ramban). How did he know what the 'nj1looked
like? Now we know, based on the o -7 -x formula.

I hope this shows us the need to revisit the oy
in Chumash that we all felt we know already. May
Hashem help all of us, WAITING, WAITING for the
great day to come x'22.

Among those who are ny1w o'oyn
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And Lot traveled from the east — nTjzn vI7 Vo!I

In the evening, a group of Chassidim were sitting in the Bais
Midrash of the Rebbe of Rozhin. Suddenly, the Rebbe came into the
Bais Midrash, approached one of the surprised Chassidim, and
asked him: ‘Please tell me, what is better, a Rebbe or friends?’
Upon hearing the question, the chassid panicked, lowered his eyes,
but without hesitation replied: ‘The friends.” The Rebbe smiled
when he heard the answer, and he went back to his room. The
chassidim who witnessed the exchange were quite surprised and
immediately approached their friend with the claim, ‘How can you
be so brazen to say this to the Rebbe?!” He replied, ‘You should
know that all the words of the Rebbe are said with ruach hakodesh,
listen and | will tell you a story:

‘On my way here, | stayed overnight at an inn and in the middle of
the night a very difficult challenge in sanctity confronted me. The
yetzer burned in me like a fire to commit a grave sin, but suddenly |
remembered that when | come to the Rebbe, he will immediately
see that which | did on my forehead. Suddenly, fear and shame fell
on me, but then the yetzer tried to convince me that it was possible
to go to another Rebbe who ‘cannot read his forehead’, and |
almost fell into its trap. But then | thought to myself, aside from the
Rebbe, my good friends are here as well, and true, perhaps | can
easily find another Rebbe, but it is not so easy to find good friends
in another place. This is how | restrained myself from committing
that terrible sin.” Now you understand why | told the Rebbe that
friends are more important than the Rebbe?!

The Torah states (13:11) 'DT7n 017 yo'lI' — ‘and Lot traveled from
the east’. Rashi mentions the Midrash Aggadah: ‘He said, “I want
neither Avram nor his G-d”. Avraham Avinu was a good friend to Lot
and also a tzaddik connected to him. As long as Lot was connected
to Avraham Avinu, he was also connected to Hashem Yisbarach. But
the moment that he decided to sever the bond with Avraham
Avinu, he also severed the bond with the Creator, a terrible thing!
We must be very careful to have a connection with tzaddikim, and
to guard this connection, and to be in their domain as much as
possible. Whoever has not yet merited this connection, he must
work hard to develop a relationship with a tzaddik, and to pray to
Hashem Yisbarach to find and connect with a tzaddik, because a
connection to a tzaddik brings about a connection with HaKadosh

Baruch Hu.

- TivHaTorah — Lech Lecha
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‘Torah study is good together with an occupation’
My day begins with a shiur early in the morning, Tefillah,
breakfast at home and then to work. At night, | help in the house
with the children, | grab another shiur, and | go to sleep. The
sweet sleep of the laborer, and then | get up early and start all
over again.
Despite being a diligent and dedicated worker, at work they
started playing with my salary because of Corona despite my
working long hours and | am very dedicated.
The next day | met my Rebbe, one of the great Tzaddikim of the
generation, at a bris and | told him my situation and my reduction
in salary. Immediately he told me to leave the job and Hashem
will help me from someplace else and | will be able to learn more
through the day. | hesitantly left the bris. Most of the time the Rav
does not advise me to leave my job, but now that he assured me, |
was afraid of the unknown...
From there | went to shul to learn Torah.
The next day | met a good friend who asked me if | was looking for
a job. | replied that | was, and | told him what happened and what
the Rav advised me to do. He asked me how much | was making
until now, and he offered to pay me the exact same salary which
was enough to support my family. He added that whenever | had
free time, he would be happy if | learned Torah as this would
bring him beracha for the business.
He made everything dependent on the assurance and beracha of
the Rav. | could not go into the Rav just then. The Rav was not
seeing the public then, and there was no way to get hold of him.
The ways of Hashem are wondrous, the gabbai called me and
asked if | could take something to the Rav. Of course, | readily
agreed but | asked him if instead of bringing it to the gabbai who
would bring it to the Rav if | could bring it directly to the Rav. He
was pleased and | was even more pleased. | entered the inner
room at a propitious time and the Rav gladly gave his beracha
wholeheartedly.
Today, | am able to learn several hours throughout the day aside
from my set time to learn and there is no one more satisfied than
me who merits to be involved in Torah together with a job with
much appreciation.
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The true inheritance — Spiritual
Achievements
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After these events, the word of Hashem came to Avram...lam a
shield for you, your reward is very great. And Avram said, “My
Lord, G-d. What can You give me being that | go childless, and
the steward of my house is Eliezer from Damascus?” Then
Avram said, “See, to me You have given no offspring, and see,
my steward inherits me.” Suddenly, the word of Hashem came
to him, saying, “That one will not inherit you, only the one who
shall come forth from within you shall inherit you.” (15:1-4)
Rashi explains: See, to me You have given no offspring —and what
advantage is there in that You will give me?
Avraham Avinu’s words to Hashem Yisbarach are very puzzling
and when taken at face value are difficult to understand.

1. What did he mean when he said, ‘See, to me You have
given no offspring, and see, my steward will inherit me’,
and as Rashi explains ‘What advantage is there in that
You will give me?’ It seems the purpose of all the wealth
is to bequeath it, and since | have no offspring there is
no advantage in all that You give me. This is difficult to
understand, for without a doubt the main reason people
want wealth is to enjoy it while still alive.

2. It seems from his language that the reason to have
children is to leave them an inheritance, but this is
amazing! Is this why people want to have children?! If
one has no money or property to pass on, he no longer
has a need for children? Chalilah to even say this!

3. Even if we admit that this is the need for children, to
leave them an inheritance, still, we must understand
what flaw Avraham found in Eliezer. Why did he not
want him to inherit him?

We must explain that Hashem Yisbarach’s promise to Avraham
Avinu (15:1) "Txn D20 DY )7 |an DIX' - ‘I am a shield for you,
your reward is very great’ was not referring to material wealth,
for this was worthless in Avraham’s eyes. We see in the Midrash
that he began seeking his

G-d at a young age and he only longed for spiritual things. Even
though a tzaddik needs money so that he is not bogged down in
mundane matters of these world which require money, still, it is
not possible to say that this was the Creator’s intent. Avraham
already had enough money and possessions as the Torah testifies
(13:2) "antar 9052 Mmpna 11> DNaNl' — ‘and Avram was very
heavy with livestock, with silver, and with gold’. This proves that
the promise had nothing to do with material items, but rather,
with holy achievements and attainments. It is only for these that
one can say, ‘your reward is very great’.

Avraham knew that the purpose of the creation of the world was
to make a place for the Shechina, and Avraham knew that the
world would not attain this purpose if he would not enlighten
them in the ways of avodas Hashem Yisbarach. He understood
that his lofty achievements were just for personal goals, rather,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted him to be the pipeline and conduit
to enlighten the world, and bring them to the realization that
there is a Ruler in the palace, and they must turn aside of their
own and serve Him.
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That tzaddik also knew that this world is only like a hallway and the
person will ultimately die (Eruvin 54a). Therefore, it is incumbent on
the person to find someone appropriate to replace him when he
leaves the world. To do this, he must know the person very well, and
he can be prepped for the enlightenment and attainments that
Avraham attained himself, this is the fitting character to be influential.
Thus, had Avraham had children, he would not need to choose
someone else as there is no more appropriate individual to inherit the
father than the son, since the son is an inseparable part of the father.
As Chazal pointed out (Eruvin 70b) ‘the son is an extension of the
father’. In general, the son has the same talents and abilities of the
father. But, since Avraham did not yet have children and he saw
through astrology that with his mazel it was not possible for him to
have children, therefore, he thought that HaKadosh Baruch Hu
wanted him to leave his legacy to someone who was not a
descendant. This is why he chose Eliezer, an elder in his household,
who spent his whole life in his domain, and he saw in this man that he
was worthy to achieve his goal.

And so, Avraham acted and convinced Eliezer to assume this role. It is
for this reason that he instilled in him all the illuminations and
attainments that Avraham had stored up within himself. After this
Eliezer began to work at it as Chazal state (Yoma 28b) that Eliezer
began doling out and giving to drink from the Torah of his master to
others.

However, in practice, Avraham saw that Eliezer was not worthy to
inherit the illumination and the result was that his actions did not
make an impression like those of Avraham himself. Then Avraham
knew that if he would not have children there would be no one else
after him to replace him.

Then HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him, ‘your reward is very great’, and
since Avraham understood that HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to
illuminate his spirit with many attainments and achievements that he
had not yet earned, and he knew that he had to bequeath his
attainments to others, he found the opportunity to recount his pain
that he had no children and so there was no advantage for all these
influences. They would not be for eternity since there was no one to
pass them onto for future generations, since he had no son who was
worthy to serve in his stead after he was gone. Eliezer, who he had
promoted for this because he had no alternative was not the right fit.

Then HaKadosh Baruch Hu promised him children by telling Avraham
not to rely on astrology, and Eliezer was not his true heir, and ‘only
the one who shall come forth from within you will be an inseparable
part of you. He will merit all to disperse all the achievements and he
will take your place to spread the faith among the nations.

Based on what we have said, we can understand the words of Chazal
(Tanna Dvei Eliyahu Rabbah 25:2): ‘A person is obligated to say,
“When will my deeds reach those of my fathers, Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov?” This is very difficult to understand. Who can attain the
lofty level of the holy forefathers? How can one even think that he
can reach these lofty levels?’

However, based on what we have said, we can explain that the intent
of Chazal was not to attain the level of the holy forefathers, rather,
we must strive to continue their legacy in knowing Hashem Yisbarach
and His avodah and to pass it on like the holy forefathers did. As we
see here that Avraham passed on his legacy to Yitzchak and Yitzchak
passed it on to Yaakov.

This is the goal of the person who has children, to serve and implant
in them all the spiritual attainments so that they can continue in his
way to serve Hashem Yisbarach. In this way he will merit life even
after he passes to the next world.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Lech Lecha 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Oh that Yishmael might live before You!”

Avraham Avinu Prayed for the Tanna Rabbi Yishmael
Who Revealed the Thirteen Hermeneutic Principles

This week, we read parshas Lech Lecha. In this essay, we
will focus on Avraham’s prayer concerning his son Yishmael
(Bereishis 17, 18): "2aY mr Yxynw? 1% 2ophra YR 21928 R —
Avraham said to G-d, “Oh that Yishmael might live before
You!” What was the purpose of this prayer? What was Avraham
thinking?
hakodesh” that Yishmael would not follow in his footsteps; he

Undoubtedly, he perceived through his “ruach

would not observe the precepts of the Torah as the offspring of
Yitzchak were destined to do; he was an apostate. Furthermore,
his descendants were going to cause Bnei Yisrael much griefand
hardship in the future. In fact, the Zohar hakadosh (Vayigash
205b) teaches that this is the query of the navi (Yeshayah 63,
16): "y XY omar »"—though Avraham may not know us.
In other words, we cannot fathom why Avraham offered this
prayer on behalf of Yishmael.

Why Was Rabbi Yishmael Kohen Gadol
Named after a Rasha

We will begin our journey by pointing out that,
surprisingly, many great Torah scholars and Jewish spiritual
leaders were named Yishmael. For instance, there is Rabbi
Yishmael Kohen Gadol; there is the Tanna Rabbi Yishmael
whose Baraisa we recite every morning in Shacharis: Rabbi
Yishmael says, “The Torah is elucidated through thirteen
principles”; and the entire Talmud is replete with teachings
and statements taught by the members of the Academy of
Rabbi Yishmael--"9xynw? 237 v37 Ran”.

Yet, this practice appears to be at odds with the passuk
(Mishlei 10, 7): "apr moywanwi itsnay 5> 15T —remembrance
of a tzaddik brings berachah, but the name of the wicked
(“reshaim”) will rot. They expound in the Gemara (Yoma
38b): KY7,1mmws mypn N1373p ATPYNR 137 1R ,3P7Y DYY oY KRR
mnwa 1'pon—what is the meaning of: “But the name of
the wicked will rot”? Rabbi Elazar said: Rust should grow
on their names, meaning that we do not use their names.
Rashi explains: A person should not give his son the name
of a wicked person. Now, we know that Yishmael was a
“rasha,” as it is written (Bereishis 21, 9): =an 13 nx n7w X0
NINT NRTT TN WA DTNARY TRARNT PR DNaRY 1T WK ntasnan
7SR @Y 13 BY NN TANT 12 WA KRY 0 ma—Sarah saw the son
of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Avraham,
mocking. So, she said to Avraham, “Drive out this slave-
woman and her son, for the son of this slave-woman will
not inherit with my son, with Yitzchak!” According to
Rashi, this indicates that he engaged in idol-worship, sexual
immorality and murder. That being the case, how were
all these tzaddikim and Torah-luminaries given the name
Yishmael, who was a “rasha”?

The Tosfos Yeshanim (Yoma 38b) sensed this difficulty
and suggest an answer. They refer to the passuk (ibid. 25,
8): 1x 1Mape 1y DR qONT YawT 1pT n210 127w BRNaR nn P
"myasnan nayn YR s YRynw priv»—and Avraham expired and
died ataripe, old age, an old man and content, and he was
brought in to his people. His sons Yitzchak and Yishmael
buried him in Me’aras HaMachpeilah. Rashi comments
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that this passuk implies that Yishmael let Yitzchak walk
ahead of him out of respect, indicating that he had performed
teshuvah. Seeing as he performed teshuvabh, it is permissible
to name children after him.

Avraham Cannot Save Yishmael

Nevertheless, Tosafos (ibid.) are not satisfied with this
answer. They refer to the following Gemara (Sanhedrin 104a):
owm BITaR PR D08 v PIRT 3UMDT X3 5T RY NaR NIN 5TR K127
Sy nR Yoxn g PR URynws nR A (righteous) son can earn
merit for a (wicked) father (to save him from Gehinnom);
however, a (righteous) father cannot earn merit for a
(wicked) son, as it is written (Devarim 32, 39): “And there
is no one who rescues from My hand.” Avraham cannot
save Yishmael; Yitzchak cannot save Eisav. This Gemara
implies that Yishmael did not perform teshuvah. If that is so,
then the question still remains: How did all of these righteous
people name their sons Yishmael?

Tosafos offer the following solution in the name of Rabbi
Elchanan: We can suggest that the name Yishmael was
given by HKB”H; hence, it is appropriate to use his name.
Let us explain. The passuk says (Bereishis 16, 11): m1% anx»”
Ty DR T ynRw 03 URYRY? Mw nRApT 12 nTYeT an an v aRYn—
and an angel of Hashem said to her (Hagar), “Behold, you
will conceive and give birth to a son; you shall name him
This
indicates that HKB”H named him Yishmael. Since this name

Yishmael, since Hashem has heard your prayer.”

came directly from HKB”H, even though he ultimately became
arasha, it is permissible to give children this name.

Nevertheless, this still deserves further explanation. Even
though HKB”H determined that the boy be named Yishmael,
he still turned out to be a bona-fide rasha and many reshaim
descended from him that tormented and murdered Yisrael
(see Rashi’s comment ibid. 21, 17). Thus, it is surprising
that prominent Jews would choose to name their righteous
children Yishmael. Additionally, why did HKB”H see fit to
name him Yishmael, even though He knew that he would
not be counted among the offspring of Avraham, as implied
by HKB”H’s remark to Avraham (ibid. 12): 9% Nap» prizsa »o”
"yar—since through Yitzchak (exclusively) will offspring
be considered yours?

Shvilei Pinches

If the Son of the Maid-servant Will Be Blessed
All the More So the Son of the Mistress of the
House

Clearly this matter is puzzling. Therefore, I would like
to present a novel explanation to our royal audience. Let us
examine HKB”H’s response to Avraham Avinu'’s tefilah: “Oh
that Yishmael might live before You!” (ibid. 17, 19):

AR MY AR AN 1A Y N nwR 1w Yax oapbr o anser
an P RYRY SRYREsH AR 1pary oy nmal s wnva nx cnmpm
U1 DN WY DAY ,TRNA INPI TN T390 IIN N8 1IN 02
I Y TN AW PrNe AN QPN na ARG T u tnnn
REEL DL IR

G-d said, “Indeed, your wife Sarah will bear you a son
and you shall name him Yitzchak; and I will establish
My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him. But regarding Yishmael, I have
heard you: Behold, I have blessed him, and I will make
him fruitful and will increase him most exceedingly; he
will beget twelve princes, and I will make him into a great
nation. But I will establish My covenant through Yitzchak,
whom Sarah will bear to you at this appointed time next
year.

In his commentary, Rashi asks the following question:
Why does it say: “but I will establish (uphold) My
covenant with Yitzchak”? Earlier in the narrative, Hashem
had already promised: “I will establish My covenant with
him.” So, why does He repeat this promise again at the end
of the narrative? Rashi presents an answer in the name of the
Midrash (B.R. 47, 5): Rabbi Abba said: From here we learn
a “kal va’chomer” regarding the son of the mistress of the
house from the son of the maid-servant. Itis written, “See
that I have blessed him, and I will make him fruitful, and
I will increase him.” This relates to Yishmael. How much
more so “will  uphold My covenant through Yitzchak!”

In truth, this answer also requires further explanation, as
noted by the Bnei Yissaschar (Tishrei 12, 4). After all, HKB”H
already promised Avraham previously that He would uphold
the covenant with Yitzchak and his offspring forevermore:
"meR 1Ay B A R ons nx nmepnt”. So, why was the
“kal va’chomer” necessary? What did it add? To which the
Bnei Yissaschar answers that it is necessary in the event that
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Yisrael are not worthy. Even then, they will be exonerated and
blessed due to the “kal va’chomer.”

The Name Yishmael Alludes
to the Principle of Kal Va’Chomer

The Bnei Yissaschar then addresses the words of the
malach to Hagar (cited above): “Behold, you will conceive
and give birth to a son; you shall name him Yishmael, since
Hashem has heard your prayer.” Since Hashem had already
heard her desperate plea, the malach should have instructed
her to name the child ">x-ynw”, in the past tense. So, why did
he instruct her to name him "ox-ynaw?”, in the future tense?

The answer is based on a wonderful principle gleaned
from the incredible teachings of Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezritch,
zy”a. When Moshe prays to cure Miriam of “tzara’as,” it says
(Bamidbar 12, 13): =2mr>1,mY 81 X517 X1 DR 90KY 11 HR nwn gy
D% NPIW 710N 870 NYSWw oYon RYR I3 P P10 AR awn YR
noxn AR manmy yim Moshe cried out to Hashem, saying,
“Please G-d (¥"x), heal her now.” Hashem said to Moshe,
“And were her father to spit in her face, would she not be
humiliated for seven days? Lether be quarantined outside
the camp for seven days, and then she may be brought in.”
Rashi comments: And if her father were to show her an
angry face, would she not be humiliated for seven days?
All the more so, if it is done by the Shechinah!

He explains in his unique, sacred way why HKB"H
employed a “kal va’chomer.” He explains that the “Thirteen
Midos HaRachamim” align with the thirteen hermeneutical
principles. Thus, when one of these principles is employed,
it triggers the corresponding “attribute of mercy” Now,
according to the determination of the Arizal, the first two
names--"1t ' —mentioned at the beginning of the “Thirteen
Midos HaRachamim,” are the source of the midos but are
not counted among the thirteen midos. The actual “midos

harachamim” are: ... naN1,Tom 291,0%88 798,112,019 R,

According to this format, the first midah is "oR”; it
corresponds to the first hermeneutic principle, “kal
va’chomer.” This explains the formula Moshe employed to
pray on behalf of Miriam: "m% X1 8271 X1 Yx”. He intended to
invoke the power of the name %X to heal Miriam. Hence,
HKB”H hinted to him that this name can be invoked by
expounding a “kal va’chomer”: “And were her father to

Shvilei Pincles

spit in her face, would she not be humiliated for seven
days?” All the more so, if this was done by the Shechinah! By
means of this “kal va’chomer,” the name %”"®& was summoned
to heal Miriam.

With this understanding, the Bnei Yissaschar explains why
the malach instructed Hagar to name her son "sx-ynw*” in the
future tense. Thus, whenever Yisrael would require Hashem'’s
salvation in the future, even if they would prove unworthy and
undeserving, HKB”H would still listen to their prayers and
pleas in the merit of this “kal va’chomer.” This is especially
true, since a “kal va’chomer” invokes the name %8, the first of
the “Thirteen Midos HaRachamim.”

It is worthwhile adding another precious point. The Zera
Kodesh (Lech Lecha) asserts that the midah Y«& encompasses
all “Thirteen Midos HaRachamim.” Accordingly, by employing
a “kal va’chomer” to summon the name Y«x, we trigger all of
the thirteen midos.

The Kal Va’Chomer Was Aimed at Mitigating
the “Din” Associated with Yitzchak

In Beis HaOtzar (Part I, 56, 16), the brilliant Rabbi Yosef
Engel, ztz"], provides us with another fascinating tidbit. He
explains why HKB”H hinted the “kal va’chomer”—that the
son of the mistress will be blessed more than the son of the
maid-servant—to Avraham specifically after the birth of
Yitzchak. He relies on the fact that Avraham Avinu served
Hashem with the midah of “chesed”; as a result, the people of
the world enjoyed divine favor and kindness. Yitzchak Avinu,
however, served Hashem with the midah of “gevurah.” The
Torah alludes to this as (Bereishis 31, 42): "pnx» ana"—the
“fear” of Yitzchak. As a result, those who committed aveiros
were subjected to divine judgment and severity—“dinim”
and “Gevuros.”

Therefore, when HKB”H judges Yisrael with Avraham’s
midah of “chesed,” it is always possible to find some merit
on their behalf above and beyond the usual limits of the
“din.” Yet, when HKB”H judges Yisrael with Yitzchak’s midah
of “din,” the concern exists that they will not be able to find
merit; they will be judged as guilty. Therefore, HKB”H initially
announces to Avraham: 1mw nx nR7P1 12 79 1T YR 1Y IR
"wrg*—informing him that Sarah will give birth to Yitzchak
whose midah is “din.” Then, HKB”H adds the promise: *nmspm”

ety R e Y R et N R Y et Vo i b Vel Vo el Y,
) e I N e e e e e SN o SN e e e o ey
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mparR ATy By neaab s onaa nk—that He will uphold His
covenant as an everlasting covenant specifically with Yitzchak
and his offspring, even if they are unworthy.

This promise, however, was liable to give Avraham cause
for concern. Asaman of “chesed,” he feared that HKB”H might
judge Yisrael stringently, since Yitzchak’s midah was “din.”
Therefore, HKB”"H immediately announced to Avraham:
“But regarding Yishmael, I have heard you: Behold,
I have blessed him.” Since I have blessed the son of the
maid-servant (Yishmael), it should be apparent that the son
of the mistress of the house (Yitzchak) will be blessed to an
even greater degree. This is the implication of the repeated
promise to uphold the covenant with Yitzchak: m7px *n»13 nxr
"orx’ nX. Now, since this “kal va’chomer” invokes the name
Y"®—which, as explained, is the source of “rachamim”—the
offspring of Yitzchak will be vindicated due to the midah of
divine mercy.

With this understanding, Rabbi Yosef Engel goes on to
explain the halachah (Sanhedrin 54a): "p=m 1 Peny PR”.
The halachah accords with the opinion of Rava that we do
not administer the death penalty or lashes for a prohibition
that is not explicitly delineated in the Torah but is merely
deduced from a “kal va’chomer.” The commentaries struggle
to explain this ruling. After all, a “kal va’chomer” is one of the
thirteen hermeneutical principles. Nevertheless, this can be
explained very nicely in light of our current discussion. Since
the principle of “kal va’chomer” corresponds to the name
5%, which is the basis and source of “rachamim,” it stands to
reason that it is not associated with severe punishment.

Rabbi Yishmael Revealed that “Kal Va’Chomer”
Corresponds to the Name H«x

Following this line of reasoning, we can now explain why
several of the Tannaim chose to name their righteous, scholarly
sons Yishmael. We have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 7a):
oW WK 1 mibyan 1mn 1sh R1P KT YR 87 0K 000 RRwT 1Y Rm”
Jniny ROR niny pn YR ,yaRa ning From where do we know
that a person’s name influences future occurrences? Rabbi
Elazar said: Because the passuk says (Tehillim 46, 9): “Go and
see the works of G-d, Who has wrought devastations in the
land.” Do not pronounce the word “shamot” (devastations)
but rather “sheimot” (names).

Shvilei Pinclhes

Based on this concept, we can suggest, with the utmost
reverence, that these Tannaim perceived via divine inspiration
that the neshamos of their sons were intimately related to the
name Yishmael—not to the man who all agree was a rasha
throughout his life, but to the name that HKB”H chose for
the son of Avraham. As we have learned, the name Yx-ynws
connotes that HKB”H will hear and uphold the “kal va’chomer”
(of the son of the mistress of the house from the son of the
maid-servant) to invoke the name %"x that encompasses all
of the “Thirteen Midos HaRachamim.” For this reason, they
named their sons Yx-ynw’, recognizing that they possessed
the special power and ability to summon the divine mercy
associated with the name %”x on behalf of Yisrael.

It is fascinating that we begin our Shacharis prayers every
morning with the Baraisa that is the introduction to Sifra
(an interpretation of sefer Vayikra): Rabbi Yishmael says:
The Torah is elucidated through thirteen principles:
(1) Through a “kal va’chomer,” (2) through a “gezeirah
shavah,” etc. Now, in truth, there are various opinions as to
how many hermeneutic (interpretive) principles there are. In
Avos D’Rabbi Nasan (Chapter 37, Mishnah 10), we learn: ""
"mmo012 222 8% 1P Yo wat nirn—according to Hillel the Elder,
there are seven principles of elucidation. In his commentary
Kisei Rachamim, the Gaon Chida notes that in the Baraisa
presented in Sefer Kritut, we find the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer
the son of Rabbi Yossi HaGelili, that there are thirty-two
principles used to interpret the Torah. The Chida concludes
that all three opinions are divinely correct.

Thus, were it not for Rabbi Yishmael (who teaches that
there are thirteen hermeneutic principles), we would not
know that the principle of “kal va’chomer” (the first principle)
aligns with the name %"x (the first of the Thirteen Midos
HaRachamim). Then, we would not understand why HKB”H
named the son of the maid-servant Yishmael. It is precisely
for this reason that Rabbi Yishmael was given this name. It
was his designated portion of the Torah to reveal this matter.
Due to Rabbi Yishmael, we recognize that a “kal va’chomer”
possesses the unique power to invoke the name Y”x.

Let us now apply what we have learned to the Baraisa.
Rabbi Yishmael says—at first glance, we are amazed that
this Torah-scholar was named after a bona-fide rasha. To
allay our concerns, the Baraisa continues: The Torah is
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elucidated through thirteen principles: (1) Through a
“kal va’chomer,” etc. He taught us that a “kal va’chomer”
corresponds to the name %N.
that he was named %"xynws, which can be read as Yx-ynw:,
because in his merit, HKB”H will exonerate Yisrael and bless

Therefore, it was fitting

them, in keeping with the “kal va’chomer” of the son of the
mistress from the son of the maid-servant. As explained,
this elucidation invokes the name Y&, which is the source of

divine mercy.

Rabbi Yishmael Revealed
the Greatness of Bris Milah

Continuing onward on this sacred journey, we find another
place where the Tanna Rabbi Yishmael reveals a connection
with the Thirteen Midos HaRachamim. Welearn in the Gemara
(Nedarim 31b): whw mby o o 1911 N HRynw? 37"
"min 12 nwy—Rabbi Yishmael says: “Milah” is so great that
it was established with thirteen covenants. The Ran and
Tosafos explain that this statement is founded on the fact that
the word "n»a” (covenant) appears thirteen times in parshas
Lech Lecha in association with the mitzvah of “milah.”

In Zichron Zos (Shoftim), the Rabbi of Lublin, zy”a, writes
that he heard from his Rav, Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezritch, zy”a,
that the following teaching in the Gemara (R.H. 17b) refers
to Bris Milah, which was established with thirteen covenants:
"EPN NI RY DT aawy whwh s ns’—a covenant
was established regarding the Thirteen Midos that
they never return empty-handed. In other words, in the
merit of fulfilling the mitzvah of “milah,” the Thirteen Midos
HaRachamim are aroused.

In keeping with our current discussion, we can suggest
a reason why this statement was revealed specifically by
the Tanna Rabbi Yishmael: “Milah” is so great that it was
established with thirteen covenants. As we know, Yishmael
was also circumcised, and the Tanna Rabbi Yishmael merited
extracting the holy spark that was concealed in the name
Yishmael, alluded to by the breakdown of the name to -yaw»
YX. Hence, he had the privilege of revealing that the “Bris”
of Yitzchak and his offspring possesses the unique kedushah
able to elicit the Thirteen Midos HaRachamim. This is in
contrast to Yishmael and his offspring, who do not possess
this power, even though they are circumcised.

Shvilei Pincles

Another holy personage with the name Yishmael was
Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha. He was a Kohen Gadol and was
one of the ten martyrs. He also has an association with the
Thirteen Midos HaRachamim, alluded to by the breakdown
Yx-ynwr. We have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 7a): =nx”
"MPRTT,072891 2185 NP UEY AN AN oPa ,YwuR 13 YRynws 230
»12 YRR’ Y 10K R 07 KO3 DY 2w RIMW NINSY 7T YNRNER
TPrarn TP ,ToYs AR TR 1wasw s 1 o 1Y ontnR o1ns
777 nIwn 20aY oR DI5°NT, BRIt ARSI 'Y NN, PR by
1wRaa oY yayar Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the Kohen Gadol,
relates that upon entering the Kodesh HaKodashim on Yom
Kippur to burn the incense, he merited seeing the Lord sitting
upon His high and lofty Throne in the Kodesh HaKodashim
above. G-d asks him for a berachah: "7 "2 Yxynw». After
formulating his berachah, the Almighty responds with a nod
of His head, so to speak.

We will provide an explanation based on our current
discussion. Since his name was Yishmael, he possessed the
power of Yx-ynws—the ability to arouse the Thirteen Midos
HaRachamim encompassed by the name %"X. Therefore,
HKB”H requested of him: “Yishmael, My son, bless Me”—to
arouse divine mercy from the Midos HaRachamim on behalf
of Yisrael. He complied with the following berachah: “May it
be Your will . . . that Your mercy overcome Your stricter
According to the Beiurei HaGra (ibid.), he was

referring to the Thirteen Midos HaRachamim.

midos.”

It is with great joy that we can now comprehend Avraham
Avinu’s tefilah: “Oh that Yishmael might live before You!”
Upon seeing that HKB’H sent a malach instructing Hagar to
name her son Yishmael, Avraham deduced that this name
is propitious; it contains a holy spark capable of providing
Yisrael with salvation. Recognizing that salvation for Yisrael
would not come from Yishmael himself, Avraham beseeched
Hashem: “Oh that Yishmael might live before You!”—that
the name Yishmael would be a harbinger of salvation—that a
Jew would come along and extract the holy spark associated
with the name Yishmael.

To this plea, HKB”H responded: 13 7% nvv1 qnws taw bax”
7MAR YTy B9 A IR NE AR NIRRT, PR MY NR AR
Indeed, your wife Sarah will bear you a son and you shall
name him Yitzchak; and I will fulfill My covenant with
him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.
Now, you (Avraham) might contend that Yitzchak’s midah is
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“din,” and if Yisrael are held up to the standard of “din,” they
will prove undeserving. Therefore, HKB”H immediately added
the proviso: “But regarding Yishmael, I have heard you:
Behold, I have blessed him, and I will make him fruitful
and will increase him most exceedingly; he will beget
twelve princes and I will make him into a great nation.”

What was the benefit of this proviso? “But I will establish
My covenant through Yitzchak, whom Sarah will bear
to you”—HKB”H committed to uphold this covenant even
if Yitzchak and his offspring would prove unworthy, by
extending the Thirteen Midos HaRachamim to them. As
explained, this divine mercy was the product of the “kal
va’chomer”—invoking the name %"x - applied to the son of the
mistress of the house from the son of the maid-servant. Thus,
Avraham understood why HKB”H named his son Yishmael,
which contains the name Y«X— Sx-ynws. In this manner, his

plea—“Oh that Yishmael might live before You!”—was

W

Shvilei Pinclhes

satisfied. After all, it was specifically Rabbi Yishmael who
said: The Torah is expounded by thirteen principles—of
which, the first is a “kal va’chomer,” which aligns with the first
attribute of divine mercy, ¥"x.

Let us conclude with an interesting tidbit. The Tosafist who
explained that it is proper to name a child Yishmael, because
the name originated from HKB”H, was Rabbi Elchanan. It
appears that the dictum that a person’s name impacts on his
life applies to him, as well. The name 1mYx can be broken
down into the two words 1am-%"8x—G-d bestowed favor. As
such, we can suggest that his name alludes to the fact that he
was privileged to perceive the power inherent in the name
Yishmael that is formed from the words ¥"x ynw?. The name
Yishmael enables those bearing this special name to expound
the “kal va’chomer” that teaches us that the son of the mistress
will be blessed significantly more than the son of the maid-
servant. Therefore, several Tannaim bore this name.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

here’s an interesting phenomenon | notice in others

and, hopefully, will ensure that | won’t notice it in

myself. There are many things that we first “own”
but then, it owns us. | first became aware of this with a
friend who was an average person. Then in Yeshiva, he
was given the opportunity to lift the Sefer Torah, Hagba.
He was young but strong. Since then, his friends said, he
was changed. He became arrogant. While | doubt it was
the sole contributor, the act of Hagba owned him.

Lot was given wealth when Avrohom left Mitzrayim.After
a while, the money owned him. His decisions, such as
where he lived and who he associated with, were decided
by his money. Eventually, his values, who he became, was

the result of his being owned by his money.

Everything that we own and every position and title that
we have, is an opportunity for us to grow, both personally
and communally.At the same time, it also places us at risk
of being owned by those same tools. As the ownership
shifts from us to those objects and titles, whether as a full
owner or an ongoing partnership, it does so subtly and,
often, we are unaware of the change. That’s what makes
it dangerous.

Think about this and consider what we’ve become with
what we have and decide if we're comfortable with
ourselves. If not, take back ownership.

ot long ago, | received an email from an adult who

is on the autistic spectrum. He told me that the

chance of someone being born on the spectrum has
recently increased and now stands at | in every 54 children.
(I Googled this because | thought this was an exaggerated
number and | found that assessments range from | in 54 to
I in 60.) The chances are significantly higher for boys than
girls. So, if a family has 6 children they have a | in 10 chance
of having a child on the spectrum.

This article is not about autism. It is about how people
expect normalcy, that which is perceived to be mainstream,
and when they don’t find it in their lives, they go into denial,
insisting that everything is normal. In truth, much of what
we define as normal isn’t the norm and if we would
appreciate this, we would be better prepared to
deal with life as it presents its (sometimes) ugly side
to us.

What is sad is that many people are aware of what is the
norm. Yet, people’s pride (or, more accurately, their lack of
self-esteem) leads them to insist that they see themselves,
and believe that others share their view of them, as being
above the norm. So, even if they accept that the majority

Acknowledging & Preparing For Reality

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

of people face a wide range of challenges, they still can’t
acknowledge, won’t accept, and certainly won’t publicly
admit that they belong to the category of “normal”.

Instead, they embrace a fantasy-based belief that they are
above the norm.The fact that they are experiencing what
normal people experience is either irrelevant or someone
else must be to blame.Therefore, they do not need to reach
out for help or change the way they live their lives.

This concept applies in many areas of our lives, some of
which are trivial, others more life-altering. Here are a few
of them.

I) Many people who start a new business are certain
that they will succeed. Their confidence causes them to
take risks that they shouldn’t. They ignore the reality that
approximately 20% of new businesses fail during the first
two years of being open, 45% during the first five years, and
65% during the first 10 years. Being aware of the risks of
opening a business should not scare them away from trying
but should affect how they make their decisions. It should,
for example, motivate them to be more conservative in
their decision-making than they otherwise would be.
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2) Most people don’t have enough money. The median
income (combined income of both parents) in the U.S. is
$68,703. While Frum people often make more than the
median, it isn’t enough to cover tuitions, summer camps,
tutors, larger families, Shabbos and Yom Tov meals, their
accompanying accessories,and everything else Frum families
need. In other words, most of us are broke. Some admit it,
but even among the honest ones many choose to live above
their means. Others completely deny it, leaving us with a
false perception of the norm.

It is our belief that we have less than others and
this influences many of our financial decisions. If we
were honest with ourselves and others, we would be more
comfortable living with less and having less of the “gimme”
disease many of us are inflicted with.

3) | often tell parents whose children are beginning to
marry that, “If you have 7 children and don’t expect to
“lose” one to Eretz Yisroel and one to a far-flung city in
the U.S,, then you are not realistic.” The belief that all your
married children will live near you is
a myth, nothing more than a strong
preference. Knowing this will help
people ease into what is the true norm.
Believing differently can get in the way
of the proper Shidduch, damage the
excitement of the Simcha, and possibly
destroy a relationship for many years.

The same is true about people’s belief
that all “good” families find Shidduchim
where they can take pride in their
Mechutonim’s families, instead of
the norm that we’ll all find a range
of Mechutonim, some more known, others simpler. We
may even find a brilliant Shidduch from a complex family
(although this requires research) and, if we did, we would
still be no different than most “normal’ families.

4) What if a young couple, before they have their first child,
were made aware that it is reasonable to believe, even if it
is sad, that one of their children will be difficult? Possibly,
the difficult child will be from the older ones and make it
significantly more difficult to properly parent the younger
children. People would, from the birth of their first child,
parent differently.

We go into denial because we believe what happened
doesn’t happen to “normal” people, therefore it can’t be
happening to me and if it is, it is my child’s fault. Regardless
of whose fault it is, we may feel an urge to bury the problem
even if it increases the damage done to the individual and
the entire family. But if we saw the statistics, we would be
more willing to deal with it without shame.

"It is our ]Niliﬂf that
we have less than others
and this influences
maniy af our
[financial decisions.”

Acknowledging that many people have a challenging child,
including some great people, would not cause us to be
completely okay with it but it would allow us to deal with
it no differently than we would deal with a flood in our
basement. We would call a professional, we would spend
the necessary money, we would ask advice from friends, and
we wouldn’t get angry at the family member just because he
was in the room when the pipe burst.VWe certainly wouldn’t
be angry at the pipe itself.

5) Parents can’t believe that their children are doing things
behind their backs. Believing, with certainty, that “my child is
honest with me and | know everything about him or her” is
a delusion. | later found out that even my zero maintenance
children did things that | was unaware of. Believing that
this is impossible changes how parents interpret the subtle
things they observe their children do and don’t do and
causes them to parent differently than they should. Always
be suspect. (But only in a healthy manner.)

6) It is sad how many young couples refuse to ask for help
during their first year of marriage
because they don’t want to appear as a
failure. One can’t be a failure if they are
experiencing what the vast majority of
young couples face, new territory and
a lack of experience to properly deal
with it without advice.

Combining all these false beliefs create
a mindframe that everything must
work out even without respecting the
statistics. It is these beliefs, not the
actual problems, that destroy their
children and, sometimes, the family unit.
Instead, be open to what is a real norm instead of insisting
that our soothing perception of the norm is accurate.

But believing this is not enough. Most people can recite these
facts and claim to know that they are true. Nevertheless,
they only believe it on a superficial level. They have to “feel”
it. | have asked, and shared, with my close, honest, friends
our incomes, and we are all broke, living day by day. | not
only know that the median income in the U.S.is $68,703, |
have a clear sense that it’s true.

Those with Shalom Bayis challenges should, responsibly,
trade stories with friends. It will make them comfortable
that what is taking place is normal. And, being normal, it
can’t be fixed. Opening up to this reality ils what will make
them happier and healthier.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

A Study of Shabbos #2 - Avrohom and Shabbos - Part 2
By David Gurwitz

We continue last week’s discussion of the connections between Avrohom and Shabbos.

The zemiros that many of us sing on Friday night include the following: “Dorshei Hashem zera
Avrohom ohavo hame’acahrim latzeis min haShabbos umemaharim lavo - Seekers of Hashem,
descendents of Avrohom His beloved, who delay parting from Shabbos and rush to enter.”

What, the Skulener Rebbe zt”l asked, does rushing to enter or delaying to leave Shabbos have to do
with the fact that we are descendents of Avrohom?

His answer, brought out from a site called inspirationalinformation.com, is an eye-opening guide for
how to prepare for each Shabbos and increase our attainment of madreigos of chessed from
Avrohom:

There are those, like Avrohom Avinu, who look out for Shabbos well in advance, beginning
preparations to enhance the Shabbos earlier on in the week — "What do I need to buy? What do I
need to clean? What do I need to prepare? Is there anything that happened last Shabbos that I have
to improve upon or make sure that it does not happen again? What do I need to learn this Shabbos?”

This enhanced level of preparation, umemaharim lavo, is a mark of the progeny of Avrohom Avinu
and labels one as a special “"doresh Hashem” as described in the zemiros.

The second level of Shabbos preparation, with almost everything left for Erev Shabbos, and much
especially left for the hours close to Shabbos, is comparable to the second level of chessed, where
the mitzvah is properly performed but lacks the grand level of excellence attributable to our
forefather.

The third level, of course, is the person who does not seem to get it all together on time and is
“"caught by the bell” (or the siren), having done what he could under the circumstances, but
entering into and experiencing Shabbos with something lacking, just as the one not recognizing or
properly dealing with the chessed opportunities that have presented themselves to him.

The Sefas Emes, in a ma‘amar written during Parshas Noach 5631 (1870 CE) also explains Avrohom’s
connection to Shabbos, but from a different perspective:

We find a difference between Avrohom Avinu and Yaakov Avinu in a Medrash that says that Yaakov
Avinu kept Shabbos. The Medrash does not tell us that Avrohom kept Shabbos. Why is this?

In general, the struggle in the physical for spirituality and subsequent victory can be understood in
terms of the days of the week and Shabbos. We struggle during the week to become more aware of
G-d despite the distractions that surround us. There is a closed gate that during the week prevents
us from being more aware of G-d’s Presence. Our struggle ends on Shabbos when we rest from the
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week’s distractions and can spend time immersed in the spirituality of Shabbos. On Shabbos, the
gate opens. How much the gate opens for us, how much we experience the spirituality on Shabbos,
is in direct proportion to how much we worked during the week to become more aware of G-d’s
Presence.

Yaakov Avinu struggled to become more aware of G-d despite his physical surroundings. He reached
a level, through hard work, on which he became as aware of G-d as possible within the physical
world. He reached a level on which the physical world no longer presented a barrier to his awareness.
This is the deeper meaning of Chazal when they say that Yaakov Avinu received an inheritance with
no boundaries. The plain meaning refers to his inheritance of the land of Eretz Yisroel. The deeper
meaning, though, refers to his victorious struggles over the physical, which prevented a total
awareness of G-d’s Presence.

As noted, Chazal do not mention that Avrohom Avinu kept Shabbos. Shabbos, representing the
culmination of a struggle, did not apply to Avrohom Avinu. This is because the physical world never
presented a barrier to Avrohom Avinu’s awareness of G-d’s Presence. We find this idea in a Medrash
which says that the word in Parshas Bereishis of "behiborom - in their creation” (Bereishis 2:4) refers
to Avrohom Avinu, because it comprises the same letters as Avrohom. Chazal are teaching us that
Avrohom Avinu’s awareness of G-d was on a level at which the physical world did not conceal Him.
In this sense, Avrohom Avinu’s awareness of G-d precedes the creation.

Like Yaakov, Noach also struggled. As noted earlier, the posuk calls Noach a righteous
person. Chazal, in fact, make this distinction between Noach and Avrohom Avinu. Referring to
Noach, the posuk says, "Noach walked with the Lord” (Bereishis 6:9). Avrohom Avinu, however, says,
"G-d before Whom I walked...” (Bereishis 24:40). The different wording indicates that Noach needed
G-d’s help to walk with Him. He struggled and required help. Avrohom Avinu, on the other hand, was
able to walk alone before G-d without help.

"G-d gave us the gift of Shabbos, a day on which the gate is opened. We can take full advantage of
this gift by recognizing that our activities during the week affect how much the gate opens for us. As
Noach the tzaddik and Yaakov Avinu before us, our struggle to become aware of G-d’s
Presence during the week results in our fully experiencing the gift of G-d’s revelation on Shabbos.
May we merit it!

We conclude with another connection between Avrohom and Shabbos - one that might seem obvious
- from Lecha Dodi: "Likras Shabbos lechu veneilchah kee hee mekor habracha - To welcome Shabbos,
come, let’s go, for it is a source of bracha.” The Zohar says that all of the week’s bracha comes from
Shabbos. Avrohom’s directive, as is ours, was, "Lech lecha.”

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l, on posuk 12:3 in Parshas Lech Lecha which says, "Through you,
all of the families of the earth shall be blessed,” explains that all others strive not /ihiyos bracha, to
be a blessing, but lihiyos bruchim, to be blessed.

With the elegant and timely words of Rav Hirsch, we can enhance our Shabbos understanding of what
it means to be a source of bracha:

"In the midst of a world of men who stamp 'naaseh lonu sheim’ as the motto of all their endeavors,
and self-aggrandizement and ruthless extension of their own wellbeing to be the deciding goal for all
their efforts, the people of Avrohom are in private and public life to follow one calling: heyei bracha
- to become a blessing, and dedicate themselves with all devotion to the Divine purpose of bringing
happiness to the world and to mankind.”

David
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ONE AND ONE ARE ONE - THE TWO LIVES OF AVRAHAM

.. = DNAXIN X 78 101N (M - 'X,RM) DYWL INNIY IND ,1IAN DANAN XID T TIYY? ,(AN1)) a2 MaTn LD NiXn
TNI'M [DINA 12'2AX DANAX 7V TIN%Y7 DIXN DNX .1DIANA LI72N0N ,10AN Y (1Y IR AT .'00'aN DNNAN X 101N

The Navi says (Nechemya 9,7) D'Tw2 1IND ININ INXINT 012N NN N DP7RN N RINDNNR You are Hashem Elokim who chose
Avram and You delivered him from Ur Kasdim. At first glance the letter 1 before n1aN is superfluous. The passuk should have
said D1aN NN WK, simply that You chose Avram. "In" Avram or "with" Avram which is the usual translation of the prefix 2,
brings to us an uncertainty of its purpose and meaning.

We would like to suggest a few interpretations to the added letter bais. Hashem doesn't choose a leader of a nation merely
because he is righteous, virtuous, or devoted. He must possess the responsibility to carry on the message of Hashem into the
future generations. He must secure that his offspring will share with him the same vision and goal to spread the word and light
of Hashem throughout the world. This is the very reason that Hashem conveys when choosing the founding father of Am Yisrael
as the passuk says (Bereishis 18.19) bawni NpTX NILYUYZ 'N 7T MW NN N NRE N2 DR DIXIWK U7 MuT 2. Hashem says
that He knows that Avraham will command his children and household to follow in the ways of Hashem to conduct their lives
with tzedakah and judgment. The Mesorah will be guaranteed to continue because each passing generation will command the
present generation to follow in the footsteps of Avraham to assure the continuity of the Torah.

Avraham carried within himself all the neshamos of Am Yisrael. His actions and deeds planted within all the future generations
the spiritual DNA necessary to bring about the fulfillment of Hashem's mission for them. This is what the prefix of the letter bais
before the name Avram conveys. Hashem chose Avram amongst everyone else because of what is "in" him, his future lineage,
for Avraham would certainly ensure to pass on the mesorah until the revelation of Hashem's Kingdom has been completed as
planned.

Another interpretation of the prefix letter bais before Avram's name is as follows. Terach an idol worshipper was the father of
Avraham. How old was Avraham when he discovered Hashem? There are varying opinions in the Chazal. Some say at the age of
three, others at the age of forty eight and fifty. Up until these years Avraham also worshipped idols. What happened to all those
years in which Avraham transgressed the Noachite Law of not worshipping idolatry? What makes this question even more
compelling is that the passuk says on Avraham (Bereishis 24,1) b'n'a X2 Avraham came with all his days. The Torah is confirming
here that no day of his existence was wasted and no day was absent of Avodas Hashem. How can that be if for the first 48 years
of his life he was not only totally void of any Avodas Hashem but rather he was preoccupied with just the opposite, avodah
zarah?

This can be answered by saying that when the Torah testifies that all the days of his life were complete it is referring to the new
life that he commenced at the age of 99 when he was megayeir with the fulfillment of the mitzvah Bris Milah. Chazal say
(Yevamos 22) that a Ger is '"nT 1712w |2 as if he was a newborn without any previous history The passuk 0'n'a N2 is therefore
referring to his second life describing it as unflawed.

Furthermore we can answer that the second life of Avraham began at the age of 48 when he first recognized Hashem. Rabbi
Akivah Eiger who asks why did Sara Imeinu only live 120 years and Avraham merited living to 175 leaving such a big gap between
the first married couple of Am Yisrael? According to the opinion that that Avraham only came to recognize Hashem at the age
of 48, at that time he accepted upon himself to become a awin 72 (not a full fledged Ylsrael) but who also merits the halacha of
DT 1710w |LPA. His second life began at age 48 and he lived up until 175 which comes out to a life of 127 years the same as Sarah
Imeinu. Maybe one might contest and say that the gap between them still exists because Sarah also didn't recognize Hashem
until later on in her life and therefore she still lived fewer years than Avraham because she also merited the status of nivp
NT NT70W when she was megayeres? It is for this reason that the Torah goes out of its way to testify to her shelaimus of
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recognizing Hashem from birth, by stating nw "n 1w to which Rashi writes naIL? MY 212 all her years were perfect. Sarah
recoghized Hashem from birth and therefore the years of life of our first couple in Am Yisrael were equal!

However, we can still answer D' N2 with the interpretation of all his days even from birth without using the answer of |b2
NN 7711w, The Medrash (Bereishis Rabba 39,8) says that at the time that Avraham discovered Hashem he asked the Ribbono
Shel Olam what will be with all those years that | didn't know You and | worshipped avodah zarah? Hashem answered with the
passuk (Tehillim 111,3) 7M72' 20 77 your youth will be like dew.

INIT? 20 77 n"apn 2N 19%0 DY 22 012210 NTIAY TAIY MUY IV T WY RN ININETNONN DNNAN 1R A a2 i %o 32
D71V7 N272 |N'0 NNK X 021Y7 1212 N0 TN 200 NN D'NIY PNRIY 98 N9 AT70 NN

Hashem compared the years of Avraham's youth to dew. The %0 descends and awakens the inner growth components and then
it returns back to heaven. So too when one sins Hashem gives him the ability not only to erase the aveirah with teshuvah but
through teshuvah out of love one can transform the aveirah into a mitzvah so it ascends to heaven as a merit. The Shem
Mishmuel explains that the feeling of bankruptcy and remorse from distancing himself from Hashem spurs him on to do
teshuvah and return to Hashem. Avrahahm's youth in which he was an idol worshipper now acts as a catalyst to realize that his
life is empty and at a dead end. This new realization gives the aveirah a new identity of being a uron, an aid redirecting one to
teshuvah and becoming wholesome. The new identity of his bad action is now labeled mitzvah and not with the former tag of
aveirah.

This is why Avraham kept the original letters of his name D1aN. When one converts he rightfully changes his name totally
because he is likened to a new born with a new start on life. Yet Avraham and Yisro didn't have their names changed at their
conversion but rather an addition of one letter was inserted into their former names. Avraham the founder of the Jewish Nation
had to demonstrate during his lifetime that spiritual mistakes and sins can be not only erased but also transformed into mitzvos
with a higher level of teshuvah. It is for this reason why Hashem wanted Avraham to remain with his past to demonstrate the
most incredible relationship that every Yid has with Hashem, that even the past aveiros can be elevated and upgraded
retroactively to the status of mitzvos and merits.

Avraham is called may which loosely translates as Hebrew. However it also means past. Our badge of honor being a member
of Am Yisrael is that we alone have the exclusive ability to take the negative past and turn it into positive energy that replaces
darkness with the Hidden Light.

The 0 that the Medrash is referring to is compared to the 70 with which Hashem will perform Techiyas Hamaisim just as He
did at Har Sinai. Our bodies at that time will rise in a pure refined form without any vestiges of the Chait of Aitz Hadaas. So too,
the process of teshuva possesses the ability to perform a Techiyas Hamaisim on one's aveiros and give them a new form and
identity, that of a pure radiating mitzvah.

The passuk says DN1aN n'n TNN (Yechezkail 33,24) Avraham was one. Similarly, we find in another passuk the same theme Thx

MNP (Yeshaya 51,2). If we would look at Avraham as the passuk commands us to do DJ'ax DNNAN 7K 10'2N, we would say that
there were really two Avrahams, one from his youth until age 48 before he discovered Hashem, and the other from 48 until his
demise. However, Hashem's mathematics is not the same as ours. By Hashem one and one are one, not two. The two Avrahams
became exclusively one 175 years of service to Hashem. Right from the first member of the Jewish Nation we were given the
gift of nanxn naIwni v. This is the message that the Neveeim are sending to us TNX DNAX there is really only one Avraham,
for the former negative and unproductive portion of his life became transformed into being counted as well to serve as a beacon
of light for all our future generations. n212 n'nl his mere existence as the Father of Am Yisrael is our beracha of Tal.

This thought is in the Medrash that says (Bereishis 30,8) Rav Yochanan said Whoever it says by him the term n'n it conveys that
he was a tzadkik his entire life. The Medrash then asks how can that be when the passuk says by Avraham pDnax n'n TN and
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he worshipped idolatry for 48 years? The answer Rav Yochanan gives isnaiwna 1712 071Un NX 11TN7 |[PINN N'nw. Rav Yochanan
is answering that because Avraham was to teach by example how acheive teshuva from love and thereby rectify ones past
history, the word n'n is correctly used by him as well.

The passuk (Bamidbar 21,27) alludes to this concept when it says |1Iawn IXI2 D"Y7wINN IAN' |2 2V, Chazal say (Baba Basra 88b)
that 0'9win refer to those people who control their yetzer harah.

TO9N 071V 7¥ 121IAWN AWNII INIA [12RN INI2 DX D2WINN 178 DY7YIR0 '1AEDYYINN NAR' 2 20 2N2T 'N0 AN nna 12 7xme 1"y
N1 D71Y7 [212N1 NTA D71V NIAN [2 NWIY ANK OK [212N1 122N NT09N T2 N1V 12WI N2 T NIXD

How does one fight against his yetzer hara after it brought him down and makes him feel like worthless dirt with no future?
Those who know how after being rulers over their evil inclinations, tell us that the strategy is [1Iawn INI2 make a mathematical
calculation using the 071V 2w 1n1awn the cheshbon of Hashem who is the Olam. For with teshuvah stemming from the level of
love, one and one are one. Anything in the past can be transformed into kedusha and a mitzvah. When one realizes that he can
recreate his negative past into a positive and virtuous history, he is immediately filled with new hope and inspiration to return
to Torah observance and deveikus with Hashem. Why would he want to forfeit rewards for mitzvos and receive punishment for
aveiros only because of a spiritual rebellious history when it can be replaced retroactively with one of closeness and dedication
to Hashem and His Torah.

With our explanation, we can now understand the Medrash (Vayikrah Rabba 30.10) when describing the Esrog as 1Tn yu na
writes that it is referring to Avraham Avinu D"n'2 N2 |PT DNNANI (N T2 N'WRI) 1NNIY N2 N2'wA n"apn NTnw. The gemarah in
Succah 35 says that the tree and fruit of the Esrog have the unique characteristic that they taste the same M9l IXV DULW YU
niw. According to this mamar we can say that the reason why Avraham Avinu is compared to the Esrog tree is because his life
paralleled it. The trunk of the tree symbolizes the non productive part, in contrast to the fruit that symbolize the purpose and
goal of the tree which is to bear fruit. The first 48 years of Avraham Avinu's life can be compared to the trunk of a tree, and for
the remaining 127 years it can be likened to the fruit. However, being the founder of Am Yisrael Hashem gave to him the special
beracha of Tal which was able to transform the 48 unproductive years to be equal to his 127 years of devoted avodas Hashem
DNAN NN TN, the trunk tasted like its fruit. No other tree but the Esrog can parallel the life and novelty of Avraham Avinu.
D'N'2 N2 |PT DNNANI.

DI2N2 NN WK D'PIRN RIN ANR. We had difficulty understanding the purpose of the prefix extra letter vov to his name. Now
we can say that the interpretation of this letter is its representation of the number two. Don't think that Hashem chose Avraham
because of the latter part of his life of 127 years where he served Hashem 24/7. No! Hashem chose him also for the first part of
his life of 48 years, the time he spent religiously serving idols. For even those years were transformed retroactively to be
imprinted with a time log that Avraham spent serving Hashem 24/7 because of his teshuva of love to Hashem. b1axa nana wn.
The extra letter bais conveys that Hashem's choice of Avraham was of his both lives. He was chosen to be the founder of
Hashem's nation because he would teach us never to give up hope on our pasts but rather use Hashem's mathematics that even
thousands plus thousands of fragmented unwholesome days can arise from the ashes and synthesize into one continuous
lifetime of service to Hashem.

Transform your past in order to help you shape your present and future.

Rav Brazil
Gut Shabbos
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TOAR DAY TNTHIARY TRIND 0
Go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from your
father’s house. (12:1)

Rashi adds L’hanaasecha u’l’tovascha, “for your pleasure and
your good.” Hashem telling Avraham to pick himself up, leave his home
and family, and uproot himself and his wife to a destination - that has
yet to be “determined” - is far from pleasurable and good. The pleasure
is serving Hashem; the good is following Hashem’s command. One
would be hard-pressed to find anything positive about leaving, unless, of
course, one is leaving a miserable place, which was the case in Avraham
Avinu’s circumstances. Imrei Shamai cites an incident that occurred
concerning Horav Nochum, zl, m’Tchernobel which may be extrapolated
to explain how Avraham would ultimately derive pleasure and good
from his sudden displacement.

The holy Tchernobler was imprisoned for his involvement in
pidyon shevuiim, redeeming Jews who had been wrongly imprisoned.
The Russians would kidnap and imprison Jews on trumped-up charges
for one purpose: ransom money. The Jewish community made every
attempt to rescue these hapless victims of Russian cruelty. The Rebbe
spent much of his time raising money and negotiating. It was a difficult
endeavour, because money was at a premium and Jews were easy
marks. He always faced demands for money. The Rebbe was
incarcerated as a result of his “treasonous” activities against the
Motherland. The charges were patently false. Meanwhile, the Rebbe
languished in the miserable prison. The worst part was: the Rebbe had
no idea why he was there. Apparently, Heaven had a message for him.

One night, an elderly Jew “appeared” to the Rebbe and
explained the reason for his predicament. In order for him to maintain
empathy with the captives whom he was helping, Hashem deemed it
necessary that he, too, become incarcerated. Spending time in the
wretched prison would increase his motivation to help his brothers in
need. Consequently, he would derive greater pleasure from his good
work.

With this in mind, we have a new perspective on lech lecha.
Avraham was the consummate baal chesed, master of kindness, waiting
outside his tent to welcome the weary, the hungry, the emotionally
lonely — and physically alone. This most lofty endeavour can take an
emotional toll on a person. “Am | really helping them?” “Do they
appreciate what | am doing for them?” “I will give them a check and
move on.” Klal Yisrael are true descendants of Avraham Avinu — not only
in the physical sense, but equally in the moral/ethical sense. We care;
we reach out: physically, materially and emotionally. Nonetheless, we
still have questions: “Are we being taken for granted?” Hashem told
Avraham, “You become a traveller, wandering from place to place in the
hot, searing summer and in the cold, frigid winter. Once you have
experienced what your beneficiaries experience, it will mean much
more to you. Your empathy level will rise and so will your true
enjoyment.” The one who empathises has a right to share in the joy.
This was Hashem’s message to Avraham: “You try it for a while, so that
vou will appreciate that much better the assistance that you render.”
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So Avram went as Hashem had spoken to him, and Lot went with him.
(12:4)

Lot was Avraham Avinu’s nephew, whom the Patriarch took in
and supported following the untimely death of his brother, Haran, at the

hands of Nimrod. Nimrod had his followers throw Avraham into a fiery
furnace. He challenged Haran to choose between Nimrod and Avraham.
Haran wanted to “hedge” his bets, first waiting to see what would
happen to Avraham before he made his choice. If Avraham would
emerge from the furnace unscathed, then Haran would support him. If
Avraham would suffer a tragic death, then Haran was not interested in
adding to the toll. He would then support Nimrod. When Avraham
miraculously emerged from the flames, Haran sided with him, and he
was promptly flung into the furnace. Since Haran’s commitment was
contingent on being spared — not on his conviction — he was not saved.
He did not enjoy the same results as did his brother, Avraham.
Nonetheless, since he died al Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying Hashem’s
Name, he merited Lot, the son who would be the link in the Messianic
dynasty, from which Rus and then David Hamelech would emerge.

We understand why Avraham left his land and family. Hashem
commanded him to leave. This was one of his nisyonos, trials. Why did
Lot go along? It was Avraham'’s trial — not Lot’s. Lot left everything to
follow Avraham to a yet to be determined destination. Avraham had no
idea where he was going, and, by extension, neither did Lot. In the end,
as a result of Lot’s tagging along, he eventually split with Avraham and
went to Sodom, where Avraham later saved him. As a later caveat, he
fathered two sons, from whom descended Rus Ha’Moviah and Naamah
Ha’Amonis — all because he accompanied Avraham.

This does not explain Lot’s original motivation in deciding to
accompany Avraham. Horav Zev Weinberger, Shlita, quotes the Sefas
Emes who posits that Lot merited to be a link in the chain that leads to
Moshiach solely because his father, Haran, died al Kiddush Hashem.
Now Lot saw all of this: Avraham lived; his father Haran died. He
deduced that, for the rest of his life, he would follow Avraham, because
he had demonstrated his full commitment to Hashem. Avraham was
deeply committed to Lot’s welfare. Thus, even though Hashem did not
appear to Avraham as long as Lot was in in his proximity, Avraham felt
that he could not turn his back on his nephew. It was Lot who ultimately
ceded from Avraham. While he did maintain some emunah, faith in
Hashem, it was insufficient to sustain him in the long run. At some point,
his faith gave out.

Emunah is translated as faith. It is the unwavering belief in the
Almighty — and only in the Almighty. It is an inherent conviction, a
perception of truth that transcends reason. One who is a maamin,
believer, is certain. He believes even when reason gives up or his belief is
beyond rationale. Some people have emunah peshutah, simple faith,
which means they rely on the faith of others. Their conviction is solid,
but not profound. Some have a level of emunah in which the believer
feels this truth to be part of himself, of his essence and being. Thus, such
a person will readily relinquish his life for his conviction, because
essentially his life is his emunah. (Obviously, this subject extends far
beyond the parameters of this paper.) Horav Mordechai Pogremonsky,
zl, was one of the greatest illuyim, geniuses, of the last century, who was
introduced to Torah study at the age of fourteen. It was Horav Eliyahu
Lopian, zl, who discovered him and brought him to Kelm. Shortly
thereafter he went to Telshe, where he grew in learning. He visited a
number of yeshivos for the purpose of absorbing the essence of each
one and integrating its distinct approach to avodas hakodesh, service to
the Almighty, into his own avodas Hashem. His learning experience
extended as well to Chassidus, but ultimately he employed the teaching
of Horav Yisrael Salanter, zl, to be his guide to life. Between his Torah
genius, which enabled him to consume and absorb the depth of Torah
She’B’ksav and She’Baal Peh, Written and Oral law with its
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commentaries, and his deep-rooted yearning to refine himself to better
serve Hashem, Rav Mottel (as he was reverently called) became the
exemplar of a Torah Jew, a scholar without peer. He was totally
immersed in Torah and avodah, service, of the Almighty. His emunah in
Hashem was his reality. To him, the Torah was a living reality. When he
studied, he was one with the Torah.

During the war, Rav Mordechai was incarcerated in the Kovno
Ghetto. It was there that his commitment to Torah, halachah and
avodas Hashem were evident. He demonstrated them on a regular
basis. He never sat on a chair in the ghetto, sitting instead on a large
stone which he had designated for his own personal use. He explained
that all the furniture in the ghetto had previously been owned by other
Jews, everyone’s personal effects had been jumbled together. Thus, he
had no way of ascertaining to whom any given piece of furniture
belonged. Any chair might belong to a Jew who was still alive and had
hopes of one day retrieving his possessions. Whoever used that chair
was a thief.

Despite the intense tribulations to which the Jews interred in
the ghetto were subjected, Rav Mordechai’s emunah remained firm and
unwavering. He once declared to a group of Jews, “What do you see
when you look around? You see German soldiers and the ghetto walls
which surround us. | see only Hashem, our eternal Protector, guarding
us and watching over us. That guard could lift his rifle and shoot us all —
and nothing would happen to him. What is preventing him from killing
us? Hashem! He does not allow him to hurt us.” On another occasion,
he turned to a yeshivah student in the ghetto and asked, “What do you
think Hashem wants from us at this time?” When no immediate
response was forthcoming, Rav Mordechai said, “He wants us to feel
that, without His help, we would not exist for one moment.”

Twice, he escaped from the jaws of death. On the first
occasion, the Nazis raided the ghetto, searching for all adult men. Rav
Mordechai hid behind a door in an upstairs room and went undetected,
despite the fact that they searched the area multiple times. He said, “I
just spent the entire time focusing on Ein od milvado; There is no other
(entity) than Him.”

The second occasion took place in 1945, when the Germans,
fearing the Russian Army, attempted to liquidate the ghetto of its Jewish
inmates. They were bent on annihilating every last Jew. Rav Mordechai
was living in an attic together with his student, Rav Avraham Yitzchak
Winkelstein, zl, and a few others. The Nazis demolished building after
building and murdered its residents who had somehow stayed alive until
then. Rav Mordechai was about to flee, but Rav Avraham Yitzchak
encouraged him to stay. He listened. The Nazis demolished the entire
building except for one pillar, which, unbeknownst to them, supported
the attic. Satisfied that no one could have survived the demolition, the
Nazis left, allowing for the inhabitants of the attic to escape. The very
next day, the Nazis returned and burned the building to the ground. For
the rest of his life, Rav Mordechai harboured a profound sense of
gratitude to Rav Avraham Yitzchak. This was one more miracle in the life
of a Torah giant who saw Hashem in every avenue, at every juncture, of
his short life.

27PR VI YO ...377°7 150 DD DR KT PIY DR WY R
So Lot raised his eyes and saw the entire plain of Jordan... and Lot
Jjourneyed from the east. (13:10,11)

Rashi (quoting the Midrash) explains that Lot was not simply
distancing himself from Avraham Avinu in a geographical sense, but was
actually distancing himself m’Kadmono shel Olam, the Ancient One of
the world (kedem can also be understood as “before” i.e., ancient one),
Hashem Yisborach. Lot separated himself from Avraham and everything
he represented, saying, “I want neither Avraham nor his G-d.” Chazal
attribute this declaration to Lot. It is a strong statement, especially since
Lot did not have a history of harbouring any negativity towards his
uncle, Avraham, or Avraham’s G-d, Hashem. On the contrary, we see Lot
prepared to relinquish his life to protect his guests. He baked matzos in
honour of Pesach (as he had seen Avraham do in the past). Nonetheless,
as explained by the Alter, zI, m’Kelm, Chazal deduced that since Lot had
been prepared to uproot himself from the sanctity of Avraham’s home,

to relocate to Sodom, a city filled with inhabitants who were the
essence of evil, who mistreated anyone who had the misfortune to visit
their community, it was evident that Lot’s mitzvah observance was not
indicative of his true spiritual essence. He was an apikores, heretic, who
denied Hashem. Anyone who truly believed in Hashem could not
sanction such a move.

Mitzvah observance is not the barometer of true
commitment. It is one’s hashkafos, philosophic perspective, his outlook
on life and living, that tells us who he is and in what he believes. People
might perform mitzvos out of habit; thus their actions have no impact
on their hashkafah. This is noticeable when we see mitzvah observant
Jews maintain abiding relationships with individuals who are morally,
ethically and spiritually flawed. They support them and even join in their
Torah-negative endeavours.

At the end of the day, what did Lot actually benefit from his
radical move to Sodom? Nothing? Less than nothing. Had he remained
with Avraham, he would have been spiritually and materially wealthy.
He left Sodom with nothing but his life. True, he had initially been
wealthy until Hashem declared the decree to destroy Sodom. Wealth
that does not last (which is the case with all physical/material bounty) is
not something for which one should sacrifice himself. It is only the
benefits of the spirit which endure and leave a lasting legacy to be
imparted to future generations.

Horav Yaakov Neiman, zl, supports this idea with the reward
Avraham received for refusing to accept financial remuneration from the
King of Sodom. “[I refuse to accept anything from you], so much as a
thread to a shoe strap; | shall not take anything of yours! So you shall
not say, “It is | who made Avram rich’” (14:23). As a result of declining
the two strings: thread, shoe strap, Avraham’s descendants merited the
mitzvah of techeiles (Tzitzis) and Tefillin, both “cords” which engender
enduring spiritual reward. All this was because Avraham refused to allow
a pagan to say that he supported Avraham. Avraham could not permit
the chillul Hashem, desecration of Hashem’s Name, which such a
statement engendered. Money meant nothing to Avraham if its source
was murky. Lot did not have such inhibitions. He paid dearly for his
error. This is an oft-repeated error, whereby we exchange a budding
spiritual fortune for its material counterpart. This is tantamount to
swapping our future for the present, forgetting that a present that does
not have concrete hope for the future is not much of a present.

Rav Neiman relates that during World War |, the Mashgiach of
Lomza, Horav Moshe Rozenstein, zl, told him that the Menahel of Lomza,
Horav Eliezer Shulovitz, zl, hired him as Mashgiach. At the time, he
determined how much would be needed to support the Mashgiach and
his family. Rav Rozenstein was considering requesting a higher salary,
since he was well aware that his daughters would soon be of
marriageable age, and they would require a dowry. He remarked that
had he refused the money, Rav Shulovitz would have acquiesced. He
decided that he would not request a raise in salary, trusting that
Hashem would reward him for his devotion to his students. When the
war broke out, the banks went under because the Russian currency no
longer had any value. Rav Rozenstein said to Rav Neiman, “Had | asked
for the raise, | would have taken the money and deposited it in the bank.
| would now have nothing. Instead, | did not take the money and instead
| left it up to Hashem to see to my dowry. My daughters married
exceptional bnei Torah. (Sadly, the entire family was murdered by the
Nazis.)

Horav Mordechai Shmukler, zl, was one of the premier
students of Yeshivas Radin under the direction of the saintly Chafetz
Chaim. When he married, he received from his father-in-law a large sum
of money to invest in business. Being a close student of the Chafetz
Chaim, he consulted with his Rebbe concerning his future plans. The
holy Chafetz Chaim, zl, told him, “When a ben Torah marries and makes
plans to abandon Torah life for a life in the field of commerce, if he is
truly fortunate, he will lose all of his money immediately. Then, he still
has time to return to the yeshivah to learn and become a rav or rosh
yeshivah. If he does not have mazel, good fortune, it will be an extended
period before he loses his fortune. By then, he will have forgotten his
learning and be left bereft of both: his money and his learning.”
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The Chafetz Chaim blessed him that his material assets not be
around long enough for him to forget his learning. The brachah was
realised with Rav Mordechai’s first investment. As a result, he became a
distinguished rosh yeshivah who inspired many students with his
erudition and analytical ability.
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Now, the people of Sodom were wicked and sinful toward Hashem.
(13:13)

Every once in a while, | like to veer from the recurrent themes
of our commentary and digress with an exposition that has an esoteric
Chassidic slant to it, especially if it presents the message of the pasuk in
a totally new and positive light. The seudas Melaveh Malkah, meal
bidding farewell to the Shabbos Queen, holds great significance in
Jewish tradition. While it is true that it seems to have taken on a greater
celebratory life in Chassidic circles, it does not mean that it has any less
significance in other Orthodox circles. After spending an entire day
immersed in the unique — almost mystical — retreat from the material
and mundane, our added Shabbos soul, the neshamah yeseirah, takes
its leave, and we return to our daily lives. Many sit down to a meal on
Motzoei Shabbos, sing zemiros, religious songs, themed concerning
Dovid Hamelech/Moshiach and Eliyahu HaNavi, and recite stories of
tzaddikim, righteous persons. A further tradition is that we each have a
small, indestructible bone in the body called the /uz. It sits at the base of
the skull, where the knot of the Tefillin rests. It is from this bone that
Hashem will reconstruct the entire body when the time for Techiyas
Ha’Meisim, Resurrection of the Dead, arrives. The only food that
nourishes the /luz bone is that which is eaten during the Melaveh Malkah
seudah, meal.

In the sefer Divrei Chonoh, Horav Chonoh, zl, m’Koloshitz
homiletically renders the pasuk, V’anshei Sodom raim v’chataim
I’Hashem, with the word Sodom serving as an abbreviation for samech —
seudassa; daled — d’David; mem — Malka, - the meal of David Hamelech,
namely the Melaveh Malkah meal. The author continues by interpreting
ra’im, as reim — friends, and chata’im, as related to v’cheetai es ha’bayis,
“He shall cleanse the house” (Vayikra 14:52), in which ra and chet are
interpreted as friend and cleanse, respectively. The pasuk thus implies
that when we eat the Melaveh Malkah meal together with friends, it is a
purifying and uplifting experience, facilitating our spiritual ascendance.

The Ohr Pnei Moshe, Horav Moshe, zl, m’Pshevorsk, was a
close associate of Horav Elimelech, zl, m’Lishensk and Horav Zushe, zl,
m’Annapole and other Chassidic giants (1720-1806). He was known to
be an unusual sofer, scribe. It is known that the Alshich HaKadosh
appeared to him often to teach him Torah. Apparently, prior to being
megaleh, revealing himself as a Rebbe, the Pshevorsker was a manager
in a whiskey factory. (This story was related by Horav Shlomo
Halberstam, zI, first Bobover Rebbe.) When the Rebbe applied for the
position, the owner of the factory (himself a deeply-observant Jew)
asked if he knew the secret of producing high-quality whiskey. The
Rebbe said not to worry, he would produce high grade-whiskey which
would be highly sought after. Obviously, having no experience
whatsoever in the whiskey-making field, this assurance was a stretch,
but, true to his word, the reputation of the whiskey which the factory
produced spread far and wide, making the owner a wealthy man. The
relationship between the owner and his manager was very amicable.
Out of a sense of appreciation for the success engendered by his
manager, the owner invited him to share in Melaveh Malkah, to which
the manager agreed.

One Motzoei Shabbos, the manager did not come by. After a
while, the owner became concerned and went to Rav Moshe’s home to
find out if anything was wrong. When he came to the house, he noticed
a brilliant light shining from the window (This is before light bulbs. A
candle gives off just so much light. Apparently, an unusual illumination
emanated from the house.) The owner walked over to the window to
discover Rav Moshe in deep conversation with an elderly man. Their
discussion was Torah-related and involved the pasuk in Tehillim 89:21,
Matzasi David Avdi, b’shemen Kodshi Meshachtiv, “I have found David,
My servant, with My holy oil | have anointed him.” The Midrash
(Rabbah, Lech Lecha 41) asks: “Where did | find him? In Sodom.” Clearly,

this Midrash appears enigmatic. The elderly man (who was evidently a
holy person — if he was, in fact, a person) explained that Sodom is a
notrakon, acronym, for seudassa d’David Malkah, which alludes that the
Melaveh Malkah meal is a time to connect with the attributes of David
Hamelech. Afterwards, the elderly man informed Rav Moshe that the
time had come to reveal himself as a Rebbe.

The owner of the whiskey factory now realised that Rav
Moshe was no simple Jew who knew how to prepare a good whiskey. He
was a spiritually-elevated, holy Jew. The very next morning, the owner
stood by Rav Moshe’s door, bearing a kvittel, written petition, with his
family names and a pidyon, redemption money, both of which are given
to a Chassidic Rebbe upon petitioning his blessing. He said, “l want to be
the first person to give the “Rebbe” a kvittel.

Va’ani Tefillah
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V’Al kulam Yisborach v’Yisromam Shimcha.
For all these, may Your Name be blessed and exalted.

It appears that in addition to the various expressions of
gratitude that preceded this prayer, we add an all-inclusive praise to
Hashem for everything that He does for us. What is this prayer adding to
what was expressed earlier? Horav Avraham Chaim Feuer (Shemoneh
Esrai) relates a well-known incident that occurred concerning Horav
Yisrael Salanter, zl, during an outreach visit to Paris. He entered an
elegant restaurant, where he was to meet a group of “upper crust” Jews
who frequented this establishment. Not wanting to take up a table for
no reason, he ordered a glass of water. He was given a bill for forty
francs, which was an outlandish price for a glass of water. When he
expressed his surprise, the waiter explained, “You are not just paying for
the water. You are paying for the ambience that surrounds you while you
drink the water.” He was served on crystal; he sat on a stuffed leather
couch, at a mahogany table; carpeting covered the floor; and
chandeliers lit the room. No wonder he was charged a premium price.

Likewise, Rav Yisrael said, “We make a brachah, She’hakol
neheyeh Bidevaro, “Through Whose word everything came to be.”
When we recite this blessing before drinking a glass of water, we are
also thanking Hashem for the magnificent surroundings of this
extraordinary world in which we live.

This is the meaning of the prayer, V’al kulam: Thank You
Hashem for everything! We appreciate all that You do for others, and we
acknowledge not only the actual gift, but the manner and the

environment through which we enjoy it.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info
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After the Top, Comes the Fall

12:1 “7% Diax X "7 K
nani JNT2INNI 3NN )7
IXIN AWK YIND 7N Y ax”

“Hashem said to Avrom,

‘Go for yourself from your land, from your
relatives, and from your father’s house to
the land that I will show you.” Hakodosh
Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu to leave
his homeland, but did not tell him where
to go. Instead, Hakodosh Boruch Hu just
told Avrohom that he should go to a land
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would show
him. Why didn’t Hakodosh Boruch Hu
tell Avrohom where he would be going?
When the Gemara is going to
attempt to bring a proof, it uses the
words, “vnw xn.” Why in Talmud Bavli
does it say, “vnw Xkn” — “Come and hear,”
while in the Zohar Hakodosh it says, “ xn
7n” — “Come and see?” In the times of the
Talmud, they learned all the Halachos
and Gemara Ba’al Peh, by heart, for
permission was not yet granted for the
Torah Shebal Peh to be written. Torah
Shebal Peh was not really meant to be
written at all, but Chazal assessed the
situation, and came to the conclusion
that if the Torah Shebal Peh is not
written down, it will Chas V’sholom be
lost to Klal Yisroel forever. Based on this
conclusion, they allowed the Torah
Shebal Peh to be written down. The
Talmud Bavli quotes what happened
prior to it being written down, and
therefore it says, “vnw xn” — “Come and
hear” for everything needed to be heard,
as nothing was written down to be seen.
On the other hand, the Zohar Hakodosh
was a Limud of secrets and Aggados that
was written down in Seforim. Being that
NN
1n” — “Come and see” is utilized, for one

«

everything was written, the term,

can see the writing of the words of the
Zohar Hakodosh. Others explain that
“xwr yaR” is a n1'na of n'xY — seeing,
while yax7 yin is a Bechina of nymw —
hearing.  Talmud Bavli, which was
written in yWw%7 yin, outside of Eretz
Yisroel, is a Bechina of hearing, and
therefore the Talmud Bavli writes, “ xn
ynv.” The Zohar Hakodosh, which was
written in Eretz Yisroel, and there it is a
Bechina of seeing, therefore the Zohar
writes, ““Tn Xn.” The explanation behind
the Bechina of Eretz Yisroel being seeing,
and Chutz La’aretz hearing, is that in
Chutz La’aretz, Hakodosh Boruch Hu
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generally does not perform open miracle.
Instead, the miracles He does perform
are hidden within “vauw” — “nature.”
While in Eretz Yisroel Hakodosh Boruch
Hu 1s more apt to perform open miracles.
Therefore, Eretz Yisroel is a Bechina of
seeing, one can see the miracles, while in
Chutz La’aretz is a Bechina of hearing,
for one does not see the miracle, but
needs a Navi or Chochom to tell him of
the miracles — he needs to “hear” the
miracles. Hence, Eretz Yisroel is, “'tn xn”
and Chutz La’aretz is “vnw xn.” “77 17
J¥Xn” —leave the land that you are in for
it is a Bechina of hearing, “ YUK yaxn 7%
XX — and go to Eretz Yisroel, for there
it is a Bechina of “IxX” — seeing. (w'x 12
n)

Malachim are called, “nmiy” —
“standing” for being that they do not have
a Yetzer Hara who tries to convince a
person to sin, they have no reason to sin,
and therefore have no challenge in their
serving Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Therefore,
when they serve Hashem, there is no
praise heaped upon them for that is what
they were created to do, and they have
nothing which holds them back from
doing so. Conversely, man is called a
“710” — he is always moving. Due to
man’s constant battle with the Yetzer
Hara, he is moving from level to level in
Ruchniyos. Hopefully he wins the battle,
and moves up, and if he Chas V’sholom
loses, he goes down. “97 17" — Hakodosh
Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu that he
needed to know that he was constantly,
“97” — moving. One must know that at all
times in life he must constantly seek to
move up the ladder of Ruchniyos. One
must never think that he has reached the
top, that he is complete, and there is
nothing more for him to do.

Someone had a dream with a
ladder that had one thousand steps. The
king was on that ladder, and he reached
the 500t step. In the morning, the man
told the king about his dream. The king
was happy about the dream the man had,
and gave this man one thousand gold
coins. A neighbor’s wife heard about her

neighbor’s husband telling this dream to
the king and the king giving him a gift of
1,000 gold coins. She told her husband,
that he should go to the king and tell him
he had a dream — but he should say that
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the king reached the top step, and then
surely the king will give 10,000 gold
coins. The man listened to the advice of
his wife and went to tell the king of his
dream. The king was not happy with his
dream, and commanded that he be
thrown off a roof into a courtyard. The
king explained that the first dream was
good, for he had reached 500 steps, which
was quite an accomplishment, but at the
same time he had much room for more
greatness. He therefore rewarded him.
The second man who supposedly had a
dream with him at the top step was not
good, for the king could not go up any
farther — that is not good. He therefore,
had the man thrown off a roof to
demonstrate that once one reaches the
top, there is only one way to go. This is
the message Hakodosh Boruch Hu was
giving to Avrohom, and a message for all
of his progeny — “907 17” — always seek to
be moving up, for if one thinks he has
reached the top, it will cause him to have
a great fall. ('n qor Tiv)

Now we can understand why
Hakodosh Boruch Hu didn’t tell Avrohom
Avinu which land he would be headed to.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted Avrohom
Avinu to know that he must always be a
7710 in this world. He must be seeking to
move up the ladder of Ruchniyos, and
never think that he has reached the top.
Avrohom needed to completely conquer
his Gashmiyos, and recognize that the
purpose in this world is to fulfill the
Rotzon Hashem. Avrohom Avinu was to
have a great Zrizus for matters of
Ruchniyos, while in regards to
Gashmiyos to act with Atzlus. Avrohom
needed to know that wherever he ends
up, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is guiding him
there, and in that place there is an
opportunity for an Aliyah in Ruchniyos.
The point is, that one must go wherever
he can “see” that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
showing him to go. That is what life is all
about, and that is the message the Torah
is teaching us here. Eretz Yisroel is a
place where the Kedusha is greater, and
it is therefore a place where it is easier
for one to see Hakodosh Boruch Hu. No
matter where one is, he must always seek
to “see” Hakodosh Boruch Hu — to see
what Hakodosh Boruch Hu is showing
him. May we be Zoche to truly “see”

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.

OO
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Now Vou Kyow!
After the “covenant between the
pieces,” it got dark and Avraham fell
asleep. A deep sense of dread came
over him and Hashem relayed the
news that Avraham’s children would
spend four hundred years in slavery
in a foreign land. Hashem described
the suffering they would endure
before they were finally redeemed
and brought to the land of Canaan.
Hashem continued by saying that
Avraham would not live to see it.
Instead, he would live a good life and
die in a peaceful state of mind.
How do we understand this? How can
Avraham “die peacefully” knowing
that his descendants are doomed to
suffer so greatly? How can he enjoy
his life knowing that they will be
mistreated so badly?
When Hashem told Avraham that He
planned to destroy Sodom, Avraham
immediately began bargaining on
their behalf, trying to save them. Why
did he not do this for his own flesh
and blood?
The answer is that Avraham
understood that going to Egypt was
not a punishment to be avoided.
Rather, it was the preparation we
would need to go through to merit the
Land of Israel.
Since Hashem told Avraham the end
result would be positive, he had no
reason to be upset about it or argue.
This was for our benefit and he was
happy to know that Hashem had a
plan to make us worthy.

Thought of the week:
Without G-d there are no
answers. With Him, there are

5:35 -
553 -
9:21 -
10202 -
10354 -
552 -

no questions.
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“And Hashem struck Pharaoh with terrible afflictions, and his household, because of
the matter of Sarai, wife of Avram.” (seraishis 12:17)
When Avram and his beautiful wife Sarai went down to Egypt, Pharaoh’s servants
deemed her beauty worthy of a king, so they took her to the palace. Once there,
Pharaoh was unable to touch her for Hashem sent painful afflictions upon him and his
household — from ministers to servants to the pillars and walls themselves.

Rashi explains the words, “al dvar Sarai,” to mean, “by the word of Sarai.” It is based
on the Midrash Tanchuma which says that Hashem sent an angel down, holding a
large rod or scepter. When Sarai said, “Strike!” the angel hit Pharaoh, and when she
told it to desist, it waited for her command. This is very unusual.

Rashi will generally choose the simplest explanation for an event. In this case, there
are many other ways to explain this phrase. The lbn Ezra says it means, “on behalf of
Sarai,” the reason being because of this event [when she was taken.] Other
commentaries also say it means, “about this matter.”

The Ramban does ascribe words to Sarai, and says that she told Pharaoh, “I am
Avram’s wife,” but Pharaoh didn’t listen to her, and for this he was punished and
afflicted. No mention from him of an angel striking upon Sarai’s command.

Since Rashi will almost always choose the simplest and most natural explanation, it is
somewhat shocking that he chose to quote the Midrash in this fashion. So what’s
pshat? Why did he do this?

The Haamek Davar on this posuk focuses more on the mention of Avraham Avinu, and
says that the Torah is teaching us a lesson to take with us throughout Sefer Beraishis,
that the three Avos represent the three pillars of Hashgacha Pratis, Hashem’s Divine
Providence in dealing with us. Torah acts as protection from harm, Avoda is the
gateway to Parnasa, and Chesed brings peace.

However, he says, there’s something else. Sometimes Hashem deals with us in a
natural way, and sometimes His providence is more supernatural and miraculous. That
is in response to the way the person acts with Hashem. The more the person interacts
and trusts Hashem directly, the more Hashem will do so with him.

Now we understand why Rashi chose this explanation. This is poshut pshat! Sarah and
Avraham lived with Hashem’s personal interaction in their lives on a daily and hourly
basis. If she needed something, she asked Hashem and He complied. When she told
the angel to strike, it did! And then it waited for her next command. This is how our
matriarch lived, and we can do it too. Plain and simple.

One Friday found the Baal Shev Tov with no money and no food for Shabbos. With no

other choice, he realized that he needed to come onto the assistance of another.

He went to the home of a wealthy man, knocked almost imperceptibly, and whispered
in a barely audible tone, “Ich darf af Shabbos — I'm in need for Shabbos,” then left.

Suddenly, the door opened and the rich man ran after the retreating figure. Handing
the Baal Shem some money, he asked, “Why didn’t you knock louder or wait for me to
answer?” Said the Baal Shem: “I had to make my effort, and I did that. Everything
else | left to Hashem, and as you can see, He came through.”

OO
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