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2 Torah Wellsprings

Parshas Vayeishev - Chanukah

Perform the Mitzvos Lively and Energetically

osef Hatzaddik said thetrue-to-life, the birds would be
Y sar ha'ofimwill die and afraid of the man holding the

the sar hamashkimwill live, basket. They aren't afraid; this

and that is what happenedmeans that it isn't true-to-life.

How did Yosef know that the I'd call it a dead painting."
sar ha’ofimwill die? The Chida explains that the

_ _ ~sar ha'ofim dreamed he was
The Chida (Pnei David, carrying a basket on his head
Vayeishey answers with a 554 pirds were eating from the

mashai breads. Yosef said, “If the
An artist painted a picture of aPirds aren't afraid of the man,
man carrying a basket filledh€’s dead.” That's how Yosef
with fruit. The fruit appeared KNeéw that thesar ha'ofimwill

so real, even birds tried to die.

peck at the fruit. Let us learn from this to keep
the mitzvos energetically,
with happiness. When we
light the Chanukahecht say
Hallel and Al HaNissim and
do all other aspects of
A wise person disagreed. He&Chanukah, it should be
said, "If the painting was obvious that we are alive.

People stood in front of the

painting in awe. They were

saying, “It is so true-to-life, it
even fools the birds.”

1. At an artist competition, one artist made a painting of fruit and grains.

It was so true-to-life, even birds would come to peck the canvas, trying
to eat the fruits and grains. The judges agreed that this painting was the
winning one. But one artist came forward and said, “But you didn’t look at
my painting yet” and he pointed towards the curtains.
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The Great Test In the end, Yosef married
Chazal say, “Photiphar’s WifeOsnas bas Photiphar, which

saw in the stars that she Woul(yvis.ld permltted, gnt:lj bore
have a child from Yosef.” The < 'cren N a permitted way.
Divrei Shmuel zt'l says that The Sfas Emest'| says that
Yosef also saw that. YosefPhotiphars wife  showed
might have thought, “I see inYosef what she saw in the
the stars that anyway | will stars. Yosef told her, when it
end up sinning with the wife comes to the mitzvah of
of Photiphar, so whatyibum the Torah Devarim
difference does it make wher25:7) says, »> i, which
it will happen, now or later? | means one can refuse to
may as well sin now.” Yosef perform the mitzvah, and he
overcame this difficult test by gets another way to take care
telling himself, “What will be of the matter. Instead ofibum
in the future, will be. Right he can do chalitzah Yosef
now | can fight and overcomesaid, if one may refrain from
the yetzer hard’ which he did. the mitzvah ofyibum one can
And from this test, Yosef certainly refrain jfm) from an
reached very high levels. aveirah Whatever has to

The judges said, “So open up the curtains, so we can see your painting.”
“l prefer if someone else opens the curtain.”

One judge said, “I will open the curtain myself.” But when he tried, he
discovered that it was a painting of curtains.

The judges granted him the award. The judges said, “The other artist fooled
birds. Your work fooled humans!”

The nimshal is, there are artists who can fool birds, and there are artists
who can fool humans, but when one looks closely, he realizes it is a
painting. But Hashem's artwork, keviyachol, fools almost everyone. The
world seems to be running by nature, and people don't realize that it is just
a painting. As it states, 1pYx> 71x pX, and Chazal explain, 1pHxo ¥ X,
there is no artist like Hashem.
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happen will happen in adowntrodden." Hashem desires
different way. to be among the poor, humble

As the Midrash (87:5) on thepeople, so  why 'doesr'1t
Ca Hashem want to reside with
word jxon states: “If a person

can refuse to do a mitzvah athe sad people, too?
. o Yhe Ksav Soferzt! (Teshuvah
it states, o, shouldn't it

.Orach Chaim27) answers that
be so that one can also refrain.

from an aveirat?” The Sfas o o° he is sad, thls 'S a sign
that he doesn’t believe

Emes explains  that theeverything is for the good. If
Midrash is - repeating whatp .~ 400t have thigmunah

Yosef said to Photiphar's ,
) . he doesn’'t deserve Hashem
wife. He explained to her that : : .
should reside with him.

if they refrain from sinning,
Hashem’s plan will take placeI
in another way — in a, . 1on39:2) nop ;e o v
permitted way. And that isgﬁaiie?n(\?vis)\’/v?th Yosef.” ’If
what  happened, for  heye ghechinahwas with him,
married Osnas. that means Yosef was happy,
Everything is for the Good because th&hechinahdoesn'’t

The Gemara $habbos 30) reside where there is sadness.
states, "The Shechinah The question is, how could

resides solely with someoneYosef be_happy when he was
who is happy." a slave in Mitzrayim? What

greater degradation could
A human king wants to be there be?

among happy people, because

they make him happy, but whyThe Ksav Sofer says the
should it be important for answer lies in the final words
Hashem to reside solely withof that pasuk m fo» nx 1 m
those who are happy? In factyssn vy a2 s mdsn e,

it states,x>7 nx pows, "I will  "...Yosef was a successful
dwell among the person. He was in his

t states in this week’s
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Egyptian's master's house.position. But here we have
This means Yosef consideredosef, a slave among gentiles
himself “successful” even as aand idol worshippers, who felt
slave in his master’'s house. successful and accomplished
because he knew he is living
This isn't simple. Many the mission Hashem cut out
people are upset with theirfor him. And he was confident
jobs, wishing they had a morethat one day he will find out
prestigious and better paying that it was for the best

2. Reb Zalman Brizel zt'l of Yerushalayim was a very happy person.
Once, someone told him, "By the way you are walking down the
street, it looks like you think the entire street is yours."
Reb Zalman Brizel replied, “It's true! The entire street is mine. Come with
me and I'll show you!"
They went to the grocery and bought bread. Then they went to the bank,
and Reb Zalman took out some money. He put out his finger and a taxi
stopped for them.
Almost singing, he said to his companion, "Don’t you see that the entire
street is mine? The grocer, the bank, the taxies; they are all working for
me. Hashem had compassion on me, so Hashem appointed others to bake
bread, run a bank, and drive a taxi for me, but everything is for me."
Another time, someone asked Reb Zalman Brizel z'| how he manages to
always be happy. He replied, "I think about what's happening in the world,
and | see that | have a lot to be happy about. Some go to sleep at night
and wake up blind, rachmana litzlan. There are those who go to sleep at
night and have a heart attack in the middle of their sleep and don’t wake
up in the morning. | didn't sleep at all last night because my young child
was crying. Shouldn't | be happy? | still have my eyesight, and | didn’'t have
a heart attack in the middle of the night!Perhaps you will tell me that |
should be sad because | didn’t sleep at all last night, because | spent the
entire night rocking the child? Is that a reason to be sad, or is it a reason
to be happy? | didn't sleep was because Hashem granted me children! It's
a reason to be happy..."
With the right perspective, one will always find reasons to be happy.
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Yosef is the only person indancing and filled with joy,
Tanach who is calledbecause he knew Hashem’s
successfulmoen (39:2). plan is always good.

The Midrash translatesers The Midrash says, "Eliezer
moun as nep =2, “a dancing served his master, Avraham,
person." Yosef was alwaysoyally, and therefore he was

3. Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk ztl and Rebbe Zusha of Honipoli ztl
were once imprisoned. There was a bucket in the middle of the cell,
to be used as a toilet. Rebbe Elimelech was very upset about that, because
he wouldn't even be able to daven or learn Torah. Rebbe Zusha explained
to him that this was a reason to be happy. Because when they refrain from
Torah and tefillah, they will be keeping the halachah, stated in Shulchan
Aruch, and that is reason to rejoice.
Rebbe Elimelech realized that this was true, and they began to dance
around the bucket. Their singing and dancing brought the prison guard
running to see what was going on. He said, “Oh, this is what you are so
happy about,” and he took out the bucket.
Because when one has emunah, every situation is a reason to rejoice. In
every situation one can serve Hashem.
In Photiphar's house, Yosef had many tests with the mitzvah »nx 1™mnn x5
Doy X1 03319, "Don’t stray after your heart an after eyes." He could have
thought, “I used to be in Yaakov Avinu’s home, how did | end up here, with
such tests?” But Yosef realized that every situation is Hashem'’s plan.
There was a renowned Slonimer chassid called Reb Mordechai (Motke)
Leider zt'l. Once, as a yungerman, he collapsed in the beis medresh, and
people succeeded to revive him. The next day he came to the beis
medresh and said, "Yesterday | almost made the kuntz" (trick, implying that
he almost died and went up to heaven).
Another renowned Slonimer Chosid, Reb Elazar Katz zt'l replied, "What did
you say? That you almost made 'the kuntz'? How would you survive up
there in heaven? You don't have there 1mnn x5 (the mitzvah to be cautious
with one's eyes)." Because the true kuntz is to be in this world, and to pass
all the tests Hashem sends us in life.
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transformed from being cursedPhotiphar, he believed it was
(mx), to being Dblessed for the good.

(a)....” _
The Torah writes (39:20);m
Another Midrash $hir amon m nx, “Photiphar put
HaShirim1:1) states;™ % sor  Yosef in jail.” Then it states,
MRS N NBND 30 NN weww,  anon paa ow M, “he was there
“Yosef served Photifar loyally, in the jail.” These latter words
and in this merit he wasseem extra. If Yosef was
redeemed from jail." placed in jail, isn't it obviousl

. . that he was there?
The Sifsei Tzaddik asked the

Sfas Emes, "l understand thalThe Kedushas Levi and the
Eliezer became blessedsfas Emes both explain that
because he served Avraharthese words=(on na ow )
Avinu loyally, but why should imply that Yosef was at peace
Yosef be freed from prisonwith his imprisonment. Yosef
because he served Photiphaaid, “If this is what Hashem’s
loyally?! What is so specialwants, | will be there, with my
about serving Photiphar, that heart and soul.”

Yosef was rewarded for it? _
The Sfas Emes writes, “Yosef

The Sfas Emes replied that hevas extremely wise, and he
translated the Midrashwas also wealthy (because
incorrectly. He should havePhotiphar gave him everything
translated mwmws by its usual he owned}y. If he wanted to,

translation, "belief" (and nothe could find a way to get
"loyal"). Yosef was releasedhimself out of prison. But he
from jail because even wherbelieved that his imprisonment
he was a slave, servingvas Hashem’s willpaa ow v

4. As Yosef said (39:8), »m 1m 1 wr 2w~ Y7, “Everything he has he gave
to me.”
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snom, SO he remained there andhem. Similarly, Yaakov saw
he didn't try to leave.” Eisav's family (the wy 'oox
Similarly, the Kedushas Levi,stated at the end of last week's
writes, “Yosef could have parashahh and he was afraid
done something to free himselbf them, so he sat down
from the jail, but he didn’t do between them."
anything. He trusted in
Hashem that everything is forThe Chidushei HaRim
the good.” explains that Yaakov realized

that one can't go against

The Sfas Emes writes tha o
: ashem’s will. All he can do
because he had thismunah . ) .
accept Hashem’s will, and

and outlook he was release('i )
. , en everything turns around
from jail before the time.
and becomes good. When
On the words,3py wm, the Yaakov saw Eisav’s family, he
Midrash (84:5) writes, "This was afraid, at first. But then he
can be compared to a persosat among his troubles, he
who was walking along andaccepted them, for he believed
was suddenly surrounded by #@hey were for his benefit. And
pack of dogs. He was afraid ofwith this attitude, everything
them, so he sat down among indeed became goad.

5. The Sfas Emes gives an example from this week’'s parashah that
shows how everything — even difficulties — are for the best.

To protect himself from sinning, Yosef left his clothes in Photiphar’s wife’s
hands, and he ran outdoors without his clothes. How did Yosef have the
strength and courage to embarrass himself to save himself from sins? It
was because of what happened years before. His brothers humiliated him
when they took off his oo nnn> to sell him. Despite his shame, Yosef
trusted that even that was for the good. That merit gave him the stamina
to endure embarrassments to save himself from sin.

As the Sfas Emes (197n) writes, “It seems that since Yosef was
embarrassed by his brothers, 1man> nx wwon, when ‘they took of his coat’
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The Chasam Sofer says thahe sackcloth, the sackcloth
Yaakov Avinu suffered manydoesn’'t leave him, his
hardships in his lifetime children, or his grandchildren,
(Lavan, Eisav, Dinah, etc.) butuntil the end of generations..."
he was able to bear them allhe Midrash writes that
with  his emunah that Dovid, Achav, Yoram, and
everything is ultimately for the Mordechai all wore sackcloth,
best. But when he lost Yosefand it was because Yaakov
he feared that this meant hévinu set the precedent of
would go to Gehinom, and he putting on sackcloth.

was totally devastated. It isn’t clear from this Midrash

As Rashi Bereishis 37:35) whether taking the sackcloth is
writes, "[Yaakov said] 'l a negative thing or a positive
received this sign fromthing. The Chasam Sofext'l
Hashem: If none of my clarifies that sackcloth is
children die in my lifetime, | negative, because it means we
am guaranteed that | won't gaaren't accepting the hardships
to Gehinom." When hewith belief that everything is
thought Yosef was killed he for the good.
feared he would go to
Gehinom. He put on sackclot
and mourned.

A better approach is to accept
hat everything is for the
good. As the Chasam Sofer
The Midrash (84:20) stateswrites, s 5p noyp =iy pSao

"From the time Yaakov took m5>sn, “accepting Hashem's

(37:23), and he didn't ask questions on Hashem, rather he believed that it
was all for the good, thereby (39:12) nxina xxn o, ‘[Yosef] ran outdoors.’
He had siyata dishmaya and was able to embarrass himself to do
Hashem'’s will.”

The Sfas Emes concludes, “We should learn from these parshiyos to
accept Hashem’'s decrees with love and joy, because everything is in
His hands...”
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decree is more effective tharthe  scorching fires  of
many tefillos." Gehinom. Rather, the Gemara
says, “Rebbe gave him
emichah and gave him Reb
himon ben Issi ben
Eekunyah (the boy’s uncle) to
S teach him Torah.

The Chasam Sofer explain
that Esther made sever
parties because she wa
wanted to abolish Haman'
decree  with her  joy.
Mordechai, on the other hand;Every day Yossi told his tutor
took sackcloth and cried andhat he wants to return to his
prayed. The salvation camecity [apparently, to return to
primary from Esther's his old lifestyle]. Reb Shimon
approach, because beindpen Issi would tell him, "You
happy and accepting Hashemwere made achacham you
decree with joy is the morewear the golden cloak of the
effective approach towardsscholars, we call you ‘rebbe’
abolishing it. and you want to leave?"

Holy Pride (Gaavah dKedushah) He would answer, "l swear, |

The GemaraBava Metziag5.) won't ask to leave again." This

says, “Rebbe (Reb YehudatP'anned worked, and
HaNasi) came to the Cityeventually he became a great

where Reb Elazer b,Rebscholar and tzaddik. He is

Shimon had once lived, andc@léd Reb Yossi ben Reb
asked whether Reb Elazer had Ela@zar ben Reb Shimon.

any children. When Reb Yossi was niftar,

“He has a son here. ” andthey wanted to bury him near
they told him the severe siné"IS father, Reb Elazar, but
he commits. there was a snake at the
entrance of the cave,

Rebbe wanted to bring him topreventing  them. People
do teshuvah He didn't do it thought that Reb Yossi wasn't
with rebuke, scaring him withfitting to be near his great
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father. A bas kol emanated letters- 'p ¥, he writes that"x
and said, “It isn't becausemeans empty, representing
Reb Elazar is greater tharthe people who feel that they
Reb Yossi. Rather it's are empty sinners and failures.
because Reb Elazar sufferedhis feeling could lead them
the pain of being hidden in a to sin.

cave for thirteen years” (see.l_he solution is . These

Shabbos33). letters are thaoshei teivosfor

The Gemara is saying that Ret®™ ¥, “we should call him

Yossi reached the level of his’ebbi” as Rebbe did for Reb
father. This change happened0ssi. Because when one
when he receivedsemichah believes in himself, he reaches

and was called “rebbe.” his full potential.

Because the way one perceive® contrast, when one looks
himself has enormousdown at himself he is liable

influence. When one believed® Sin- As the RambamAyos

he is righteous he will comport2:13)“ writ’es, B3 WY N 0N
himself rightously. Ty “Don’'t consider yourself

a rashg because if you will
The Or Zarua taught manythink you are lowly, you
lessons from the order andwvon’t consider the sins you
names of the alef beis. On the do severe.

6. »x means empty. As Onkelus on 111 N writes Xnup1 X1y, “empty
and void.”

7. See also Rabbeinu Yonah, Shaarei HaAvodah 1, who elaborates on
this point.

After the Yidden committed the sin of the egel, Moshe Rabbeinu prayed

for forty days that Hashem should forgive them. Moshe Rabbeinu said that

he was praying because (Devarim 9:19), axm von *nax 1.

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy'a said that Moshe was saying, *mx »» | am

afraid axm mon, that their noses may turn down, due to their shame and
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These ideas are implied in thisyosef should focus on his
week’'s parashah It states faults (eating, drinking, and
(39:12), vma ywenm, “[The curling his hair while his

wife of Photiphar] grabbedfather was mourning) and
[Yosef] by his clothes..." 22 thereby convince Yosef that
also means rebellion. She triethe wasn’t so special. If Yosef
to convince Yosef that he wasagreed, he was in danger of
a rebel to Hashem, and sinning, chalilah.

there;‘i’r:ea’s'efii f\;/kr'a r‘gr)]h'm " \what did Yosef do? He said
(39:9), umn maa 5 wrN, “No
Which rebellion was one in this household is
Photiphar’'s wife referring to? greater than me.” Rebbe
Rashi (39:6) writes: Moshe of Kobrinzt'l gxplaipls
that Yosef was saying, "I'm
"When Yosef saw that he waghe greatest person in the
ruling [in Photiphar's home], world. There is no one greater
he began eating and drinking than me. How can | sin?”
and fixing his hair fo5on
mpwa). HaKadosh Baruch Hu
said, '"Your father is mourning
[over you] and you are
curling your hair?! | will
incite the bear [Photiphar’'s
wife] against you.”

These are the words everyone
should tell themselves when
the yetzer hara tries to
convince them to sin. One
should say, “I'm extremely
distant from sin. I'm among
Hashem’s tzaddikim. With
We can say that Photihar'svery good deed | do, | make
wife, or more accurately, thea great nachas ruach for
yetzer hara wanted that Hashem... If | sin, it will be

disgrace, as a result of their sin. They may feel lowly and distant from
Hashem. This is the worst scenario, because this attitude can lead to
many sins.
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disastrous to me, and to thesaid] ‘Let us now go and Kkill
world. How can | sin?" him...” omm Sy s poem,
Reuven heard and he saved
Because a person must uskim from their hands.” He
righteous  pride  daavah advised his brothers to throw
d’kedushah to overcome the yosef into a pit, rather than
yetzer hara. to kil him. The Midrash
(Yalkut Shimonil41) states,
Chazal say otah49:), sn3p2  «if Reuven knew that Hashem
wor mewn sment. The  Sfas il write these words in His
Emes ztl says that this yo5n  Reuvan would have
Gemara can be translatgd 3Sarried  Yosef  on his
follows: Before_ Moshiach shoulders and brought him
comes people will have the home to his father.”
chutzpah to say, “I'm a
A -
:ﬁgﬂg'k' glorg d’SpZCnlil. tﬁ‘ggsThe Chasam Sofermf nm)

: eixplains, “This is because a
necessary, because with tha ,
oride they will conquer the person doesn’'t know the value

yetzer hara of his deeds - just how
precious they are. If Reuven

Indeed, it could very well be known that  Hashem was
true. Maybe we are greatf'@PPy Wwith what he was
tzaddikim? We don't know doing, and that Hashem will
how to rate ourselves. We likellght about it in the Torah, he
to think that we are mediocrewould have performed those
people, or worse, whiledeeds with greater desire. The
Hashem sees us in an entirelgame is for all people: If they
different light. knew that their deeds bring
goodness to all worlds and to
In this week’s parashah it all creations, they would
states (37:20-21),5 nnpy surely do those deeds with
v, “[Yosef's  brothers greater desire."



14 Torah Wellsprings - Vayeishev - Chanukah

But these matters areone of the prisoners dress in
concealed from us, so wemilitary clothing, salute,
think we are mediocre, andmarch, and carry out similar
therefore we think that if we military maneuvers. Then this
commit anaveirah once in a prisoner quickly took off his
while it isn't earth-shattering.military uniform and went
Therefore, it is essential to tellhack to sleep. When this
yourself, "There is no onehappened a second night, Reb
greater than me..." And withygnkele asked him what it
your holy pride, you will \yas all about. The man turned
conquer theyetzer hara  \hite. He thought no one had
seen him.
It states (37:3),nn a8 SNwem
D05 PN % LM 5o mov, Reb Yankele promised he
“Yaakov loved Yosef more would keep his story a secret,

than all his other sons...and heanOI then the man was readv to
made him a silk coat.” The y

Baal HaTurim writes thatos speak. He said, Before | was
: L captured by the Russians and
is roshei teivodor ,ommp ,owe b ht h | G

o ooNpmen, the four times roug ere, 1 was a Lerman

Yosef was soldBaalei mussar general. | want. to remind
explain that Yaakov made himmyself of my gl_qnous pgst. S0
this coat, so Yosef will | Put on my military uniform,

remember his lineage and hig/hich has emblems of my
specialness when he will pePrestigious rank, and | pretend

exiled among the goyim, sothat ~ I'm ~ once  again
his pride will protect him from commander over hundreds of

foreign influences. soldiers. That gives me

strength to endure the

Reb Yankele Galinsky zt'l humiliation and affliction we

was imprisoned in Siberia.suffer here in the Russian
Once, he woke up in theprison.”

middle of the night and sawReb Yankel would tell this
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story because we should alsena prron & 28D pber: nOND PN'D,
remember that we are thélt isn't proper for a
King’'s son. We shouldn’t chassidishe bachuto do such
forget our glory and pride.a thing.” He was reminded of
Even when we think we arewho he is, his pride, and with
ordinary people, enslaved byhose words in mind, he didn’t
the yetzer hara,don’t forget commit this severe sin.

who we really are. Because the way to bring

Yaakov gave Yosef amwns People to teshuvah is not
oop, so even when he will through rebuke and the likes,
be sold as a slave, hidout by revealing to them how

clothing will remind him who great they truly are. As it
he truly is® states KMishlei 3:11), 33 'n "om

DNN oN. The Yesod

There was a bachur who HaAvodah explains:'n =omw,
suffered the horrors of thEHashem gives mussar by

Holocaust, which left his saying s, "You are my son.
emunah weak, and he waspwsn 9, dont disgrace

about to marry a non-Jewish yourself with foul deeds.
girl. People tried speaking to _
the boy, explaining to him theActually, the yetzer haralies

severity of the matter, but hel© Us when he tells us that we
didn't listen. are lowly and unworthy.

Consider the following story:
People brought him to RebThere was a boss who used to
Gad’l Eisner zt'l. Reb Gad’l humiliate one of his
told him just a few words, andemployees all the time. Once
those words turned himthey were riding in a taxi
around. Reb Gad’'l said,.nx together, and the boss asked

8. Rebbe Shlomo Karliner zt'l said, "The greatest yetzer hara is that one
forgets that he is a 791 13, the son of the King, Hakadosh Baruch Hu."



16 Torah Wellsprings - Vayeishev - Chanukah

the taxi driver, “How much Similarly, theyetzer haratells
will this ride cost?” us that we don't have any
“Twenty dollars.” value, but it isn't true.

“And if the person sitting in

the bac'k seat gf,-ts off, NOW,4ra incites you to an aveirah,
much will it cost?” believe in who you truly are.
“It's the same price: Twenty If need be, tell yourself,
dollars.” "There is no one greater than
The boss turned 1o hisme a5 Yosef said when he
employee and said, “You seeyas tested. And remember:
also the taxi driver says you'reThe fact that one is tested
not worth anything. proves that hisivodas Hashem
IS precious in Heaven.
Obviously, this logic is false, Otherwise, why was it
because if the employee rodeéecessary to test him? Think
in the taxi himself, he would about this, and you will
pay twenty dollars. overcome theyetzer hara

Therefore, when theyetzer

Chanukah — We are Precious to Hashem

The Yevanim wanted tocontradictory, because o
secularize the Jewish natiopsxw», means every Yid is
and they knew that the firstunited with Hashem. How do
step is to have the Jewishthey say in the same sentence
people believe they aren’tthat they don’t have a portion
special. Therefore, theywith 5w pH8?

decreed that Yidden musiThe Sfas Emes answers the
write on their ox’s horngsw emphasis was on the word>,
Svwr poNa P5n ob, that they "you." They didn't mind if
don’t have portion with the they believed in Hashem, and
G-d of the Yidden. The Sfasthey didn't even mind it if
Emes gy 1 1 %5 v6n) they believed that Hashem is
explains that these words arézxwr 958, the G-d over
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tzaddikim. But they wantedmitzvah he performs, he
them to think that they aren'tsends spirituality and
tzaddikim, and Hashem  blessings to all worlds.
doesn’t have any connection

with them. This is the reason The Beloved Mitzvah

they forbade the Jewish natiormmhe Rambam Hilchos
from making Rosh ChodeshChanukah4:12) writes,n mn»
They didn’'t want them to qun =p &m 12an men nown, "The

believe that they can makemitzvah of ChanukaHecht is
Rosh Chodesh, and therebyn extremely beloved

determine when thgom tovim mitzvah... The Rambam
will be, because how can suclyjoesn’t write such words

heavenly matters be givervegarding any other mitzvah.
over to simple human beings3vhat is special about

Chazal Bereishis Rabba2:4) Chanukahlecht?

state, onn o o Twm, It's because this mitzvah

“Darkness over the depths..."shows us that Hashem loves
refers to Yavan “who Us.

darkened the eyes of the

Jewish nation with their Chazal Succah 5.) say the
decrees.” They darkened theiShechinah never descends
eyes by making them feel thabelow ten tefachim Yet, we
they are unimportant peoplelight the Chanukah menorah
When the Chashmanoim worbelow ten tefachim because
the war, Bnei Yisrael on Chanukah Hashem goes
acquired emunah that every down to those people who are
Yid, no matter who he is, ison very low levels — below
very important. With eachten tefachim - and He

9. The Kav HaYashar (94) says that the malachim come to every Yid's
house to watch him light Chanukah lecht and to answer amen for
his brachos.
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illuminates them with the light comes close to man, to bring
of holiness. him back up to Him.®

As the Meor Einayim writes, Chanukah is calledm>an mum
"The Shechinah never goes mws =p sm, an extremely

down below tentefachim(see beloved mitzvah, because
Succah5). However, Hashemmore than all the other
seeks ways so no Jew will bemitzvos, Hashem's love to us

detached from Himas nm 535 s revealed by this mitzvah.
nm). Because of the miracle,

Hashem kiveyachol comes We can explain with an
down below tentefachim He analogy:

10. One night, before lighting the Chanukah lecht, the Trisker Magid zt'l
asked one of his chassidim who had a short wife, "When you speak
with your wife, does she climb up on a chair to speak with you, or do you
bend down to speak with her?" After asking this question, the Rebbe lit the
Chanukah lecht.
Rebbe Mordechai Dov of Hornestieple zt'l explained his uncle’s (the Trisker
Magid’s) surprising question based on the Gemara (Bava Metzia 59.) which
states, "If you have a short wife, bend over to seek her counsel..." The
Trisker Magid was hinting that on Chanukah, Hashem keviyachol bends
over to whichever level we are on, to elevate us.
The Divrei Chaim of Tzanz zt'l said that on Shabbos, Hashem brings us
up to Him. On Yom Tov, which Klal Yisrael makes (because they make
Rosh Chodesh) Hashem comes down to us. On Chanukah, Hashem visits
his children in prison.
The Divrei Chaim of Tzanz zt'l writes, "When a king is sitting on his throne
in his palace, average people can't visit the king. Surely, those who are
being punished by the king because of their iniquities won't be able to visit
the king... However, when the king travels around his kingdom, it's his way
to visit the prisoners in jail... At this time, the prisoners shout, ‘King! Please
save us!' This is what happens on Chanukah. Hashem comes to us to save
us from our imprisonment."
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A wealthy man married a poorlive there for her sake, then
girl and brought her into hisshe will know that he loves
luxurious home. She stillher. He is willing to forfeit a
doesn’t know for certain thatlife of luxury for her sake.
he loves her. Although heChanukahlecht is called mumn
brought her into his luxuriousaxn =p n2an, “An extremely
home, that is because he livebeloved mitzvah,” because
there. Where else should hdédashem’s willingness to come
bring her? But if she told herto such low places for our
husband that she wants to livesake shows that He loves us
in the small house where she— and even those on the
was raised, and he agrees to lowest levels.m

11. Shulchan Aruch (670:2) states, “Some say that there is a little bit of
a mitzvah to make meals..."” but it isn’t an obligation to make meals
on Chanukah. Why is Chanukah different than all the other holidays?
The Chidushei HaRim zt'| answers with a mashal: A simple farmer married
the king's daughter. Does anyone need to tell him to make a seudah? He
will do so on his own. On Chanukah the Shechinah comes down to us,
lower than ten tefachim. We don’t need to be told to make a seudah. We
are so happy, we will do so on our own.
Reb Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt'l (son of the Gri'z zt'l) complained to the Beis
Yisrael of Gur zt'l about the chassidishe bachurim who have parties on
Chanukah until late at night. He claimed this is bitul Torah.
The Beis Yisrael replied, "The Rema in Shulchan Aruch states that there
is mxn nxp, somewhat of a mitzvah to make these parties."
Reb Soloveitchik replied, "Yes, there is mxn nxp, but only nxp (a small
mitzvah). Does that justify having big seudos until late in the night, every
night of Chanukah?"
The Beis Yisrael replied, "My chassidim consider a may nxp, a small
aveirah to be prohibited like a grave aveirah. Therefore, they also have the
right to consider a mxn nxp, small mitzvah like a large mitzvah."
We say in Maariv: o1n »1v ovsw maam yax 1y 0N own. Rebbe Asher of
Stolin zt'l explained: oxx Ymwn, Hashem lowers the exalted lights of
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The Sfas Emes writes If a candle of

"Chanukah is mostly for theChanukah...gets mixed with
chalashim and for the other candles, even a ratio of
beinonim —for the mediocre 1/1000, it doesn’t become
Yidden, and for those who arepatel..” This is because

at low levels.> Chanukah chanukah represents  the
elevates them, and one of th@gsence of a Yid and his

ways this happens IS DYgpecialty: Even mixed with

revealing to the Yid that he IS nother thousand. he doesn't
beloved to Hasher. lose his unique, individual

Shulchan Aruch(673:1) states, status and worth.

The Message of the Chanukah_echt

The Kav HaYashar (96) for a mitzvah [such as the
writes, "Every candle that is lit Shabbos candles, Chanukah

Chanukah, yax »1v, down to the earth, to the lowest levels. The reason is
DYow axm, to raise those who are low, o 1y, to the highest levels.
At the end of the month, the moon becomes smaller and smaller until it
disappears and then it begins to grow again, by the beginning of the next
month. Chanukah is at the end of Kislev and at the beginning of Teves.
This hints to the Yidden who fell to very low levels that on Chanukah, they
can begin to grow again.
12. The Sma"g (mitzvas asei 3, Avodas HaBorei) writes, "Hakadosh
Baruch Hu desires the tefillin of a rasha more than of a tzaddik." He
explains that the purpose of tefillin is n319, to help us remember Hashem
and to help us remember our obligations to Him. Thus, it's even more
important for the resha'im to wear tefillin, for they need to be reminded of
their obligations, more than the tzaddikim need a reminder. In a similar
way, Chanukah is more for the chalashim and for the beinanim, the
mediocre and lowly Yidden, to draw them back up to Hashem.
13. People use cotton — or as it's called in Yiddish: vatte — for the
Chanukah wicks. Vatte (o), in Yiddish, also means “distant.” We use
vatte wicks to hint that even those who feel distant are close to Hashem.
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lecht the lamps in the beisheard this story from reliable
medresh, etc.] is extremelysources) that this is what
holy. If we had ruach happened to the Maharshal:
hakadosh we would perceive _ _

the future when we light thoselONn€ night] Reb Shlomo Luria

candles. Because the candid"® Maharshal) was learning
used for a mitzvah tell@nd writing his sefer, Yam

prophecies. They are ”keS_heI ShlomoHe only had a

when thenavi speaks what heliny candle burning in front of
heard from Hashem'shim. it was about to burn out,

mouth." but it continued burning for

several hours more... He

One of the prophecies of theperceived through this candle

candles is how much Hashenthat Hashem was with him,"

loves us, and how happy He iand Hashem was happy with
with our mitzvos. his studies andeferim

The Kav HaYashar writes,The Kav HaYashar writes,

"The Maharshal writes in the"The miracle that occurred to
introduction to hissefer Yam the Maharshal was similar to
Shel Shlomp 'Once, via a the miracle of Chanukah,
candle lit for a mitzvah, which happened in the Beis
Heaven encouraged me, an#laMikdash. His merit should
told me that [He is happy with protect us. He is fortunate, as
my studies and with theare his parents who gave birth

sefariml write]."™ to him."

The Kav Hayashar explains, "IA similar story happened with
heard from my teacher (whoRebbe Shmelke of Nikelsburg

14. Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zt'l said: From the Shabbos candles, one
can know what will happen during the week, and from the Chanukah
candles, one can know what will happen during the year.
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zy'a One night, he washe saw a man walking in the
learning Torah by candlelightforest. "Do you have oil?"
and a gust of wind blew outHe gave him oil and the
the candle. He went out onAlter was able to study
his porch to see if someTorah andmussarfor the rest
passerby could light his of the night.

candle. Someone came and lit

his candle, and Rebbdn the morning, the Alter took

Shmelke returned to his tablghe leftover oil and stored i,
to study Torah. SometimeS® he could always remember
later he thought about whafn® miracle that Hashem
happened, and he realized that ~ Performed for him.

it was miraculous. His porch

Once, there was a fire in his
was on the second floor! How

: ome and this jar of oil was
did someone come by an . .

: : consumed in the fire. The
light his candle? He

: Alter said he was happy that
concluded that it must have, . "
been Eliyahu HaNavi. this happened, because "Why

should | remember this
episode more than all the other

The Alter of Navardok ztl o jes Hashem performs for
had a small hut in the forestme. Every moment of life is

where he used to study Torah 44 with miracles.”
and mussar One night, his

lamp blew out, and hegg we've seen that Hashem
needed more oil. He toldperforms miracles with the
himself, "If Hashem desiresjamps to show us that He
it, He can send me someongoves us. This happened by the
with  oil.  Everything is miracle of Chanukah, and it
possible..." Since one ishappens each year when
obligated to makehisthadlus Hashem comes below ten
he opened the door. tefachimto be with a Yid who

Just as he opened the door lights ChanukaHecht
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"May my parnassahbe bitter
like an olive, but given from

The Machzor Vitri says that yqr hands, and not sweet like
moun comes from the worehmn honey, given by a human

(or oin) free giftsz being.”

Rosh Hashanah and the dayﬁebbe Moshe of Razvadat'|
of judgment have IO"’Isse%xplain:s that the dove, to

There — were  people = WhO i the  jewish nation is

yverent found wor'th in the'rcompared (seeBrachos 53),
judgment to receive bounty'says, "o e mmn v, let
On C_hanukah, they Canmy parnassah come from
receiveniun, a free gift. Chanukah, when we use olive
As the Ruzhinerzt'l said, "On oil, n"apn % v, because then
Chanukah Hashem sendthe parnassah comes from
down bounty, similar to the Hakadosh Baruch Hu's
bounty that descends on Roshompassionate hand, even if
Hashanah. The difference igve don’t deserve it. We prefer
that on Rosh Hashanah wéhat over theparnassahthat
receive if we are worthy. Oncomes from Rosh Hashanah,
Chanukah we can receive even=1 i, the time of year we
if we don’t deserve it." eat apple with honey, because
. then it isom =wa *m, dependent
Noach ser_1t a dove OUt. of hISon man's deeds. If he deserves,
slril\(/,e %rr]gml:th Eﬁtﬂ;nﬁgamtgshﬁnhe receives, and if he doesn’t
(Bereishis8:11) writes that the deserve, he won't receive,
dove was saying to HashemThough one can earn
S v oo pm Mo v pwan parnassahon Chanukah even
DT w2 T wats ppinn 8 A73pn, if he  doesn’t  deserve .

msm— Undeserved Kindness

15. As it states, om mn Yp a1 A, ete. and an means Hashem grants
kindness, even to those who don’'t deserve it.
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Nevertheless, this shouldn’t bententions the bounty for
one’s intention when he lights parnassahwill come, too.
the Chanukah menorah an

performs all the other mitzvos ¢ Advantage of these Days
of Chanukah. The Gemara $Shabbos 21)

says, "On Chanukah...one

Chazal suggest this when thejnustn't  give tlespedim
say Shabbos22.), myn5 mon (eulogies)...

noun s mpe We can Hinted is that we should be
translate it, “It is forbidden to cautious to use these days of
want money when lighting thechanukah well, to fill them
Chanukah  candles.”  Thisyith joy, gratitude, Torah and
shouldn’t be our focus. Insteadefillah, so when Chanukah
one should think aboutpasses one shouldn't have to
Hashem's ~ miracles  theeulogize a lost opportunity.
Chanukahlecht are revealing, We should look back and feel
and one can think aboutgratified that we used these

Chazal's promise that this holy days well.
mitzvah can bring children _
who  will be  talmidei »=F mww w ana 2. This can

. . . i 3 3
chachamim and similar b(_e explained, themwa na3, tr_\e
wise, wap mww W, acquire

spiritual gains. But it isn’t ) .
proper to think about money atth.ese elght_ holy_days, so it
this time. This is implied in Wil _remain with  them,
the words,..mpn M5 moN, it throughout the year.

is forbidden to want moneyThe Kedushas LeviKedushah
while lighting the Chanukah?2) gives amashal of a king
lecht” And when he lights the who opened his treasury for a
Chanukah lecht with proper day, and whoever wants can

16. Literally, these words means, "One is forbidden to count money near
the Chanukah lamps."
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come and take whatever hemeet with thesar hamazalos
desires. "Woe to the fool whotell him about me as well. Ask
doesn’t take advantage of thishim why my mazal is so bad
and sleeps all day long." Thisand | can’t grow fruit.”
mashal describes the pitiful “No  problem,” the man
state of those who don’'t takereplied. “When | meet with the
advantage of Chanukah. Thersar hamazalaosl'll ask him.”
iIs so much good we canThe man walked further and
receive on Chanukah, whemmet a princess who was
lighting the Chanukahlecht banished from her palace. She
by saying Al HaNissim and said to him, “When you meet
Hallel, by rejoicing the with the sar hamazalos ask
miracles, and so on. All of him what | should do to get
these bring us immense bountpack my honor.”
and goodness — both spirituafl will” the man replied, and
and material. Isn't it a shame he walked further.
and foolish to squander these

special opportunities? Then he met a lion. It was

_ lying on the ground, ill and in
A parable is told about a Velypain. The lion said, “When

poor person who couldn’t ekeyou meet thesar hamazalos

out a living. Whatever hegqi him what | should do to
tried, failed. He decided topqg) myself.”

visit the sar hamazalos(the «iil do” the man promised

angel appointed over mazal) to,n4 ne went to the sar
ask him where and what he hamazalos

should do to find his mazal.

As he was walking to thear On his way back h“e hsaw the
hamazalos he saw g free and said, “The sar

beautiful, big tree that had nol'@mazalostold me that near
fruits on it. your roots is a box filled with

gold and diamonds. This

The tree said, “When youblocks the nutrients in the



26 Torah Wellsprings - Vayeishev - Chanukah

ground from reaching your“Yes he did,” the man replied.
trunk and branches. WherYour remedy is to eat the
someone will dig up thebrain of someone who throws
treasure, you will bear fruit.” away every opportunity that
The tree pleaded, “Please digomes his way.”
up the treasure. You will The lion gobbled him up.
become wealthy and | will

have fruit." Let's not be like the fool in
this parable. The opportunities
are before us. We can gain so
much on Chanukah. Let’s take
advantage of these days, and

“No! No!” the man said. “I
don’'t have time for that. I'm
too busy looking for my

mazal. attain all the greatness that
He walked further and found Chanukah offers.
the princess. “I spoke with the
sar hamazalos He said you Once, the renowned

will return to your honor and Lubavitzer  chassid, Reb
greatness when you geShmuel Minkus zt'l, felt he
married. Your husband willneeded chizuk in avodas
become the king and you willHashem He wanted to travel
become the queen.” to his Rebbe, the Baal

The princess pleaded, «pleasbiaranya ztl He couldn't

. afford to hire a wagon and
marry me. | will return to the 7 .
driver, so he went to the

palace, and you will become
. marketplace and sought a
the king and be very, .
" businessman who was anyway
wealthy... ) -
, traveling to Liadi, where the
I'm so sorry,” the man .
. « : Baal HaTanya Ilived. A
replied, “But I'm too busy for ) .
: ,businessman who deals with
that. | need to find my mazal. :
alcoholic beverages offered to
Then he met the lion. “Did thetake him. He said he doesn’t
sar hamazalogell you what | have room in the passenger
should do?” the lion asked. section of his wagon, but if
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Reb Shmuel wanted, he couldWhich inspiration did you
sit among the barrels. acquire?"

Reb Shmuel rode with him,R€P Shmuel said, "On the way
but it was very cold in that N€r® | sat among barrels of
uncovered part of the wagon@/cohol, but they —weren't
Reb Shmuel asked thediving me any warmth. When
businessman permission if hd drank some of that alcohol, |
could warm up by drinking Wwarmed up. | learned that it

some vodka from the barrelsisn't sufficient to be around
Permission was granted. chassidic ideas. To become

warm, | must allow these ideas
?o penetrate me, and then it

Baal HaTanya, he saishalom . |
will change me.

aleichem and got ready to go

back h [ diately.
ack home immediately In reference to Chanukah, the

“You just came! Why are you holiday is saturated with an

leaving so quickly?” extremely great light, but the
"I wanted chizuk in avodas light won't affect us if it

Hashem and | received my \omgains external. We must
chizukon the way here. Whenjniemalize this great light, and

| need t;norketmfhp'relg'oglt’) I:,” only then will the warmth and
come back 1o the REebDE-" ihe enthusiasm last throughout
The Baal HaTanya asked him, the year.

Chanukah: A Time for Teshuvah

The nameun implies that it's gabai as they were walking
a time for 7»rn a fresh start. It down a street.
is a time forteshuvah
"Which one of you is the
A woman approached theRebbe? | need &rachah"
Yesod HaAvodahzt'l and his The gabai pointed to the
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Rebbe, and the Rebbe pointetheans “to ignite.” The
to his gabai Confused, shesegulah of these mitzvos
said, "Please, don’t make maegnites the fire of Yiddishkeit
into a fool. Tell me who the in people's hearts.

Rebbe is." o
In Al HaNissim we say,

The Yesod HaAvodah askedra owwwn ommn 2 owsn..non
her to state her request. Shenmn pow =21 o m opy, "You
said, "My daughter went off gave over the impure into the
the derech and she recently hands of the pure, theesha'im
ran away from home." into the hands of tzaddikim,
The Yesod HaAvodah askedand sinners into the hands of
"Do you have a garment that those who study Torah."

belongs to your daughter? _ ,
The Bardichover Ravy'asaid

"Yes, we do." that these words need
"Turn the garment into wicks explanation, for why is it

and use them to light theconsidered miraculous that the
Shabbodecht” impure ones fell into the hands
She did that, and in the middleof the pure ones, or that the
of the Shabboseudahthe girl sinful ones fell into the hands
returned. She said that she hadf those who study Torah? Is
acted foolishly, but now sheit unnatural and miraculous
wants to doteshuvah Mother when the righteous win a war?

and daughter fell into each

other's embrace with immensérhe Bardichov_er Rav answers
love. The Shabbos lecht that due to this war, a great
brought her around wave of teshuvah began.

Everyone saw how a handful
The Beis Avrahamzt'| added of tzaddikim miraculously
that this is implied in the won a war against the mighty
brachos naw 5w = p55, and Greek army, and many
moun s p91m°. The wordpSn5, non-religious  Yidden  did
doesn't mean “to light,” it teshuvah The Al HaNissimis
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discussing that wave ofzemiros and speakingdivrei
teshuvah o T2 oNed Torah
means the impure people did
teshuvah and became pure.On Motzei Shabbos, he
ope 2 oy, means that thethanked his host and said,
resha'im became righteous.“You have a beautiful house,
And nmn poy 2 o implies  but there was one thing | was
that the sinners begarwondering about. May | ask?”
studying Torah. “Go ahead.”

“I noticed you have a broken
Fifty years ago a Yid from oil bottle in your showcase.
Eretz Yisrael went to Why is it there?”
Australia. He didn't know
where he would be forThe man replied, “That oil
Shabbos. He decided to go tdottle is very precious to me.
a fish store Friday morning,Because of that bottle I am
and see if someone is buyingvhere | am today. [I'll tell
a large fish, he assumes that fou my story:
will probably be a Yid, and he"l was orphaned as a child,
would ask him if he could go and it became my

to his home for Shabbos. responsibility to support my

widowed mother. | tried my
The plan worked. He hand in business anbtaruch
approached a customer whdlashem succeeded.
was buying a large fish, andHowever, together with my
discovered that he was indeefinancial growth came my
a Yid. He asked whether hespiritual decline. The first
can stay with him for Shabbosthing that went was my
“Definitely," the man said, and yarmulke. Gradually, I
he brought him to his home. dropped all the mitzvos.

They spent a very pleasantOne day, | saw a young child
Shabbos together, singingrying on the curb. As | was
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an orphan, | have a soft spotneet my father without olive
for children who cry, so | oil, without the mitzvah of
asked the child what wasChanukahlech®?’ | saw my
bothering him. The child said,father light Chanukahlecht
‘Do you see the oil on theevery year. How could | stop?’
floor? Do you see the broken,

ttle? My father sent me t :
bottle? My father se © Oand said, ‘Buy two bottles:

buy a bottle of olive oil for
one for your father and one for
Chanukah, and as | was__,
. . me.’ | took the shards of the
walking home, a cat ran in

front of me, and | ran andbroken bottle home so |

should remember...

fell... Before | left my house,

my father warned me to beThat year, | lit Chanukah
careful not to drop the olivelecht After Chanukah, |
oil. We are very tight in began keeping Shabbos, too.
money, and we can’t afford toThen | started wearing tefillin.
buy another bottle of olive oil. And now | have a beautiful
So now [I'm sitting here, family, all of us following in
crying, and wondering howthe ways of my father. This
can | go home and face myall began because of that
father without the olive 0il?’ broken olive oil bottle. Now |

“When the child told me this, 2EI€Ve You understand why |

Faved it, and why it is so
| began to cry, too, because : :

: : . precious for me. This broken
immediately realized that | bottle saved mv life.”
should be asking myself the y He.

very same question. There willThis story is an example of the
come the day when | will join power of teshuvah that is
my father, in heaven, and lavailable for us on
should ask myself, ‘How can | Chanukalv

| gave the child some money

17. The Beis Aharon zt'| recommends saying Tehillim on Chanukah. "A
person must believe that by saying Tehilim he can leave his
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Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmirup to Adam HaRishon are
zt'l wouldn’t permit his standing there with him,
chassidim to watch him lightsurrounding around every Yid
Chanukahlecht He said that who lights Chanukahlecht
Chazal Bava Basra 57 : hoping that perhaps with his
writes, “it is forbidden to look inspiration by Chanukakecht
at women when they arethey will merit a rectification
washing...” and he explainedand elevation to reach their
that women represents the source...”

Jewish souls, and it is

forbidden to look at them

when they are being washed he Sfas Emesfy’> 7'3 1'in)
from all blemishes, which tookWrites  that  Chanukah and
place when he it the Purim are special holidays,
Chanukahecht We quote this because they are the only
to remind people to cleansdolidays that we can keep
themselves with thoughts oféxactly as we should. By all
teshuvahwhen they light the other yomim tovim we can't

ChanukaHecht because it is akeep with all their details,
time for cleansing. since we don’t have&orbanos

and the Beis HaMikdash.
When one lights the Chanukalbn

e
lecht he can elevate many~, .
others with his mitzvah. The
Meir Einei Chachamim(12:2)
writes, “Believe withemunah To get an indication to the
sheleimah that when one importance of these praises,
stands to light Chanukalecht we repeat a lesson from Reb
all the sparks of his soul andShlomo Kluger zt'l (nmon
of his fathers and grandfathers N mow):

Hallel and Al HaNissim

of the ways we keep
ukah is by sayingdallel
and Al HaNissim

foolishness, his problems, and his struggles. He can overcome thoughts of
yeush, of despair, which the yetzer hara brings onto a person."
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There was a Jewish person ilChanukahlecht because the
jail, who was granted a shortholiday was established fébn
furlough on Chanukah. The nxmm, to praise Hashem.
guestion is, should he go out

at nighttime, so he can lightThe Chebiner Ravzt'l said,
Chanukahlecht or should he “Hallel on Chanukah
leave in the morning’ SO heShOUldn’t be said likeHallel
can say Hallel and Al on Rosh ChodeshHallel on

HaNissimin the beis medresh?Rosh Chodesh is aminhag

while the Hallel on Chanukah
Reb Shlomo Kluger answer§g 5 mitzyah s a7, from

that it is preferable to leave the Nevilim.”
prison in the morning, so he

can say Hallel and Al Some Rishonim say that
HaNissim Hallel is a mitzvah from the

Similarly, consider a traveler |0rah (see Reb Yeruchem
who can be in a hotel tFlshel Perlow’'s commentary

night where he can lightO" Smag mitzvas aseios,
Chanukahlecht but then he p.258).
won’'t have minyan for

shacharis or he can travel all and happily. One shouldn’t

night, forfeit ~ lIGNtNG o “through it As  the

Chanuka_hlecht but arrive in Masechta Sofrim (20:9) states,
the morning where he can say,

Hallel and All HaNissim /¢ S& the entire Hallel

: during the eight days of
?
Which should he choose” Chanukah..and we make a

Once again, Reb Shlomdorachah before and after
Kluger advises him to preferHallel, and one must say it
Hallel and Al HaNissimover i3, sweetly, pleasantly.s

One should sayHallel sweetly

18. The renowned Lubavitzer chassid, Reb Shmuel Munkess zt'l, once
overheard a melamed teaching his students the first Mishnah of Bava
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Saying praises to HashenThere was a person suffering
purifies us. It statesMishlei from a dibbuk and was
27:21), wxy 215 ;1 7055 aenm brought to the Divrei Chaim of
orm w5, The Chida explained, Tzanz zt'| on Chanukah. The
ovens purify silver and gold, Divrei Chaim said, “Bring him
Yorm w5 v and a personto beis medresh when we say
becomes cleansed and pure ylallel, and he will be cured
praising Hashem. from the dibbuk”

They brought him to the beis
medresh when the
congregation was  saying
Hallel. The dibbuk left his

body, and flew out a window.

Similarly it states Tehillim
106:47), =Tn5nma manwns. It
seems it should statenaw®
Tn5n2 “To glorify You with
Your praises.” It statesanwnb,
which means the personThis is because every impurity
himself becomes purified andwithin  a person can be
better by praising Hashem. extricated by sayingdallel.

Metzia. *Sw 790 K 1n Sw a%1s X ar LLGnova Primx onw, “Two people are
holding onto a garment. One says ‘It is mine.” And the other one says ‘It
is mine.”

Reb Shmuel asked them, “These words, *Sw %5 "mx 111, are written twice
in the Mishnah, and the printer prints them both in the same size font. But
in the siddur, we repeat pesukim such as »nmy »> 9mx, and the printer often
prints the repeated phrases in a smaller font. Why?”

They didn't know the answer, so Reb Shmuel Munkess told them: When
people are fighting over a garment, and are both claiming *>w 1513, that the
garment is entirely theirs, they will both be speaking loudly, with all their
heart and soul. They will both shout *»w 913, “it is entirely mine.” Therefore,
it states ">w 191> in large letters, both times. But when we daven, people’s
nature is that they become lazy. Even if they said 77 loudly the first time,
by the second time (and certainly by the later days of Chanukah) they say
it silently, without inspiration. It is our obligation to say it each time with the
same hislahavos.
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Saying Hallel also saves usexample, when there’s
from all problems. The someone in the family who
Gemara Pesachiml117) says, needs aefuah one can praise
“We say Hallel = ¢ %5 % Hashem and say that Hashem
N DN PN OY Nan NSRS N NDY. Heaven
inows Sp, “for every tzarahthat understands that he is
shouldn’t come...” The Benrequesting, “You heal the ill,
Ish Chai says that these wordand please heal my family
imply that Hallel, xan 85 7 member...” The benefit of
oy, IS mesugalthat troubles such a tefillah is that the
won't befall us. malachimwill always allow it
to go up to heaven. When one
The Sfas Emegt'| writes that says a standardefillah, the
the words of the Gemarayw> malachimmay prevent it from
NTm %5ma owap nnw, implies going up, claiming the person
that saying Hallel and Al doesn’t deserve to request
HaNissim makes the holiday.from Hashem. But who can
The praises draw down thestop a Yid from praising
miracles and createsHashem? The praises go up;
Chanukah, each year. Becauddashem reads between the
the Gemara write$%na with lines, and fills his request.
the letter 2 (and it doesn’t
statennmm %55 owap with the This is the meaning of the
letter %). It seems to be sayingpasuk (Tehillim 18:4), %5mn
owap the chachamim made pws s 1 xpw, “l call out
these days holidays,%n2 to Hashem from the midst of
nxmm, with the Hallel and Al praises, and | am saved from
HaNissimthat Yidden say. my enemies.” Similarly, it
states;ipwrd 5 mm oy o TN,
The Bnei YissascharK(sley, | praise You when I'm
4:134) teaches that one casuffering, thereby | will have
pray via praising Hashem. For my salvation.
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The Sfas Emegt| said that him, “For more important
when one say$ ik in Hallel, matters you send us. Why is it
all his requests can beso important that you should
fulfilled. Chasidim thought the make the effort to thank
Sfas Emes was referring to thesomeone yourself?”

pasuk 3 penn 'n K, “Please The Rebbe replied, “When the
Hashem save us, now,” whichchazan says o, the
hints to material salvations,congregation says the~ o
such asparnassahand health. together with him. This is
The Imrei Emeszt'l said that because when it comes to
he thinks the Sfas Emes washanking, one can’t thank
referring to thepasuk > ' sax through ashaliach One must

T N, “Please Hashem, do it himself.
because | am Your Servant...” g o0 who are Zaimidei
hinting to spiritual salvations. Chachamim

And the truth is, we should The Gemara Ehabbos 23:)
have kavanah both times, states;mmon oua 5 M wa San
because by sayingdallel we =wan, “If @ person is cautious

can get both spiritual andWith lighting candles [of
material salvations. Shabbos and Chanukah -

Rash] he will be granted

When we saymmn %, we children who are talmidei
don’t add a line for Chanukahchachamim as it statesq

(as we do on Shabbosgom AR AN .

tov, etc.) This is because when

one praises Hashem, on

shouldn't make shortcuts.
Praises need elaboration.

he Chidushei HaRim zt'l
adds that the person who
lights the candles will also
become atalmid chacham If
Reb Aharon of Belz zt'l it is mesugal for the
insisted on thanking peoplechildren, it is certainly
himself, and not through hismesugal for the person
gaba’'im The gabai'im asked lighting the candles, too.
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Rabbeinu Yitzchak son of themending, so he went to a
Raavad asks, "Most peopleailor. The tailor said that he
are  cautious to light hadn't yet lit Chanukahecht
Chanukahlecht each year, yetand would fix the coat
we don't see them becomingmmediately after he's
talmidei chachamir!” finished. Reb Chaim Ozer
assumed that lighting the
candles would take no longer
than a few minutes, so he said
he'll wait.

He answers, "Only a minority
keeps this mitzvah with all its
details and laws."

Furthermore, it is important to

light the ChanukaHecht with He was pleasantly surprised.
joy and inspiration. Without The tailor put on his Shabbos
this factor, he may not meritclothing, lit the candles with
children talmidei chachamim hislahavus and for a half hour
sang beautiful, soulful tunes to
Hashem in front of the
N3 Y2 MR NEDTMEL AWM ME NN nanorah. After he finished, he

owon on,  "Whoever s fput on his weekday clothing
cautious with the candles o and mended Reb Chaim

Chanukah to light themwith
love and inspirationwill be

granted children who are ; PR

talmidei chachamimi Thus, Reb Chaim Ozer said, "By

the blessina for aood Chllolrenhow the tailor lit the candles,
g g | understand why Krakow

is conditional on performing : .
, merited so many gredaalmidei

the mitzvahmpm myn 220 hachami h
nmoman, with love, enthusiasm, ©hachamim . ovet ©

and joy. generations." This is because

Chanukahecht is mesugalfor

Reb Chaim Ozer Grodinzkit'l| children who are talmidei
was once in Krakow onchachamim particularly when
Chanukah. His jacket needeane performs the mitzvah

The Meiri writes, 711 =2 %n

Ozer's jacket.
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ppoman  mawm omxn aan, with who should be their next
love and inspiratior Rebbe. In the end, they chose
the Divrei Shmuel zy'a
grandson of the Yesod
aAvodah) because of the
following incident:

A group of chassidim were
once discussing the grea
wealth of the legendary Count
Pototsky. They were saying

that in the summer he pouronce, the Divrei Shmuel
sugar over mountains so he‘prepared his menorah, @rev
could go skiing. ShabbosChanukah, and before
The Bardichover Rav heardlighting it, he went to his
their discussion, and askedgrandfather's home (the Yesod
"Does he light Chanukahpaavodah) to watch him light
lech®?” Chanukah lecht When the
"No." Count Pototsky wasn'tpjyrei Shmuel returned home
Jewish. he saw that someone had lit

"Then he doesn’t know whatthe menorah that he prepared.

true joy Is. The Divrei Shmuel calmly

Do the Mitzvah the Best You = sought another menorah and
Can — Even if it isn't Perfect some more olive oil. He
After the Yesod HaAvodah offound one single candle made

Slonim zy'a was niftar, the from animal fat ¢Cheley.
chassidim were discussingShabbos was fast approaching,

19. In this generation, with the amazing advancement of science, it won't
be surprising if science will one day create artificial fruit that tastes
and has the texture of fruit. However, they won't succeed to make an
artificial fruit that has seeds inside it, and that has the ability to reproduce
other fruits.
The nimshal is, when one lights Chanukah lecht, it should be with a sincere
and genuine hislahavus and joy. He shouldn’t be copying others. If he just
imitates others, it won't have the strength to bear fruit and influence the
next generation.
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so the Divrei Shmuel lit thatson ran by and accidentally
one candle. knocked over the menorah.

o The oil spilled and there
The Divrei Shmuel loved thewasn't enough time before

mitzvah of Chanukakecht He ghappos  to prepare  the

was an expert in the halachosyenoran again. The Beis
and throughout the year, hézyraham  didn't  become
spent many hours preparingngry. He said with a smile,
and organizing the olive oil."The same Creator who
But this time, he lit only one commanded us to light
candle (and it wasn't the firstchanukah lecht commanded
night of Chanukah) and he 5 not to become angry."
didnt have olive oil.
Nevertheless, he  wasthe Tolner Rebbezya of
extremely happy when heyeryshalayim would rejoice
performed the mitzvah.  jmmensely in front of his
Chanukah lecht One year,

The elderly chassidim hen he was rejoicing in front

remembered this incident an of his candles, his grandson

said, "For that alone he )
deserves to be Rebbe. If hgd" Py and knocked over his

can be ha even after SucH1enorah. The Rebbe said,
PbY: ‘My dear child, I'm so grateful

disappointment, he deserves t?o you. Now | can keep the

be Rebbe.”
words of Chazalpp px nnao
The Divrei Shmuel's Joy and ﬂ&, that if the candles blow out

tranquility were passed over tgo€fore one half-hour passes,
his h0|y son, the Beijs One Isn't Obllgated to I|ght

Avraham of Slonimzt'l. them again. How often do |
have the opportunity to keep
One year, on Friday afternoon, this Chazal?"

the Beis Avraham was just
about ready to light thelnstead of being angry with his
Chanukah menorah, when higrandson for spilling the
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menorah, and instead of beingsemara tells ugy 2 0w,
upset that the Chanukatlpeace in the home is of
menorah overturned, heparamount importance — even
rejoiced that he could finally more important than lighting
carry out a statement fromChanukahlecht (Therefore, if
Chazal. (Afterwards, theone has only one candle, he
Rebbe lit the candles again, ashould use it for Shabbos, to
the Mishnah Berurah create light and shalom bayis
recommends.) The Rebben the home. That is preferred
found the good in the situationover lighting Chanukah lecht
and rejoiced with the mitzvahoutdoors.) My wife will be
he performed, instead of beingupset if | light the candles
distressed that the menoralwhen she isn’'t home. It will
blew out. cause friction in the home. So

o .| will wait for her. Shalom
The Chofetz Chainztl was in bayis is more important than

Reb Nachman Kaplan'szt'l Chanukahecht”
home on Chanukah, and

although it was already time t0gacause we should be happy
light Chanukah lecht, ReDbyit the mitzvah of Chanukah
Nachman Kaplan was waiting;q perform it with joy. Even

for his Rebbetzin to COMEwhen something prevents us
home. Reb Kaplan didn't wantfomy performing the mitzvah
to light the Chanukahlecht ;, the very best way, we

until she arrived. should be happy with

The Chofetz Chaim asked higvhatever part of the mitzvah
rebbe, Reb Nachman Kaplan, that we can do.

that it seems from halachah , . .
that one should light at theThe stories we brought in this

right time even if everyonesec(;'dQE_ areh examplej, of
isn't home. tzaddikim who wanted to

perform the mitzvos of
Reb Nachman replied, “TheChanukah in the best way, but
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couldn't, due to the states, ‘the flute played before
circumstances. Neverthelesghem..." The Yevanim didn’t
they didn't let these situationswant the Jewish people to be
disturb  their joy and happy...” It bothered them to
enthusiasm for the mitzvah.see Yidden rejoicing with the
They lit the Chanukah lamps mitzvos.

to the best of their abilities,

because Hashem doesn’t as\(avan loved - culture. They

from us more than we can doWouldn’t mind if Yidden kept

Torah and mitzvos as if it

Simchah were nothing more than
The Gemara Taanis 28) cultural. But the Jewish people
states, “The Yevanim keep the mitzvos with passion

outlawed donating wood forand joy, and the Greeks
the mizbeiachand they bannedcouldn’t tolerate that. They
bringing bikurim to therefore strived to take away

Yerushalayim.” our joy in the mitzvos®

The Maharsha writes, “WhyThe Yevanim were somewhat
did the Yevanim forbid thesesuccessful. The Bach (670)
two mitzvos? It is becauseteaches that the Jewish people
these mitzvos were performedvere lax with the korbanos
with immense joy. Those whoand therefore, the Yevanim
donated wood for thewere able to conquer the Beis
mizbeiach would celebrate, HaMikdash. The Sheim
and bikurim was also brought MiShmuel (680) explains that
with great joy. As the Mishnah®lax with the korbano$

20. David HaMelech said, "1 vvn ..m%m, "Hashem saves me from the

mud of Yavan..." (Tehillim 40:3). The Sfas Emes explains that there
are four elements: fire, water, wind and earth. The galus of Yavan is called
tit hayavan (the mud from Yavan) because mud is made from earth and
water, but there's no fire there. This exemplifies the approach of Yavan,
who desired to extinguish the inner fire of the Jew.
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doesn’t mean they didn’'t bringThe Sukelener Rebbe (Rebbe
the korbanos They brought Eliezer Zusia)zt'|l would say

every korban but without that on Rosh Hashanah, Yom
happiness. That is why theKippur, and Succos, we build

korbanos were taken away @ beautiful, spiritual edifice,
from them. which is a source for bounty

and blessings for the new year.
Consider a beautiful building. Y&l, Something is missing.

It's simply a pleasure to |OokThere IS _no light. Chanu_k_ah
at. Every inch of the building adds the light. Now the edifice

depicts wealth and beauty. But Is complete.

there is no electricity, as itThe light is the joy of
hasn't been connected yetyiddishkeit happiness with the
Everyone agrees that withouinitzvos. Add that element,

electricity, the building isn't and the edifice for the new
finished. year is completed

21. At a rabbinic gathering, each rav present said something he learned
from his father. When it was Rebbe Meir Yechiel Ostrovtze's zt'l turn,
he said, "My father was a baker. | learned from him that fresh bread is
better than old bread."
He was implying that although his father wasn’t learned, it is more
important who you are than who your parents were. People feel proud they
are descendants of great tzaddikim. But most important is who you are.
The Ostrovtze Rebbe said, "My father also taught me that when you bakes
bread, you should fill the oven with wood and seal it hermetically, for even
the slightest draft can affect the temperature inside the oven. When the
oven is very hot, you can put bread inside."
The point is that one should be cautious from the foreign influences and
ideas that cool us off. And when one is very warm, and he keeps the
mitzvos with fervor and joy, it will influence his children and others to be
joyous with the mitzvos, too.
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Preparation for the Mitzvah

A chassid found a place tohe kept his questions to
hide, and watched the himself.

Yismach Yisrael as he

prepared to light the Chanukah'h€ next day, the Rebbe
lecht The chassid saw the€xplained to the chassid that a
Rebbe's intense devotion, hi£€rson’s part in a mitzvah is
fiery hislahavusas he poured NiS dedication, love and awe,

the oil and prepared the wicksWWhen he prepares for the

The chassid thought, "If this is™izvah. But when he actually
the way the Rebbe prepareQerformS the mitzvah, Hashem
for the mitzvah, | can only 9Ves the inspiration from
imagine the great fire of above. At that point it isn't in

excitement when the Rebbe his hands anymore.

lights the candles.” But whenryo ofore it we want to light
the Rebbe lit the candles, the,o cnhanukahlecht properly,
Rebbe suddenly became very. <hould make a good
regular. He said theorachah p.hanan (preparation). That
and lit the candles just likeis in our hands to do.
thousands of other Yidden dogappe Yechiel Yehoshua of

At least externally, one gjg|a 2¢| told his grandson to
couldn’t see anything unique.yaich the Beis Yisrael of Gur
The chassid wondered, "Ity a5 he prepared himself to
doesn’'t make sense; shouldn’t light Chanukahlecht

the  mitzvah itself  be

performed with even greaterThe grandson arrived at the
hislahavus than the Rebbe's residence, and told the
preparations?" He couldn’tgabai Reb Chanina Shiff, that

come out of his hiding placethe Biala Rebbe sent him to

to ask the Rebbe since he wawatch the Beis Yisrael prepare

there without permission, sofor Chanukahecht The gabai
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opened the door to the Rebbe'sontainers. The townspeople
room. They saw the Rebbewanted to buy more oil, and
pacing with immense the merchant obviously
concentration and excitementwanted to sell them more, but
The gabai quickly shut the they didn't have any more
door and said, "I don't darecontainers. He told them,
disturb the Rebbe at this time;'Bring more containers, and
so | can't bring you in. If you I'll sell you more.”

want to follow through on

your grandfather's request, the nimshalis, Hashem wants

in on your own.” to give us immense light on

The grandson decided that h&hanukah, but we can't

would do just that. He opened©Celveé ~ more  than  the
the door, but as soon as h&ontainers  we prepared. The

saw the Beis Yisrael's holymore we prepare,_ the more we
face aflame, he quickly shut can receive.

the door in fright. Rebbe Dovid Moshe of

He returned to his grandfatherChortkov — ztl  taught: A

and told him what he saw. His_preCious gem shir_1es When itis
grandfather replied, "That wad" the correct setting. Put it on

exactly what | wanted you to & velvet cloth, and it appears
see." beautiful. Put it on a gold

ring, and it appears exquisite.
The more one prepares, th@ake the same gem and place
more he will receive. Theit in a paper bag, or in a dirty
Chofetz Chaimzt'l| explained bowl, and it won’'t have the
this with a mashai same appeal.

A merchant came to town withHe said that this is hinted in
a lot of oil to sell. All the the words,mx mn S8 w1 5%

residents came to him with onawsa(Shemos10:23). The
their pots and pans, and hew, brilliant light of Chanukah
poured his oil into their variatespnansa, depending on
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its setting. We must prepareHashem in his dreams. They
ourselves, so we will be asaid, 'Chazal (Brachos 55: )
proper receptacle to carry thesay dreams are often just
great light of Chanukah. reflecting the thoughts one had
Emunsh during th_e day. You are a
_ greattalmid chachamand you
Qne of the translgtlons obun e always thinking about
| is "> wn, “The Yidden rested Hashem, so you dreamed that
from the war om> 7">. NO yq, saw Hashem. That doesn't
other holiday is named for the,aan it was a true dream...."

date it occurred. Purim isn'tpyq replied, "Why do you say
named for the 14th of Adar,| am always thinking about

and Pesach isn't named for thg 5shem? | hardly ever think
15th of Nissan. They are5f Hashem. I'm so busy

named for the .miracle thatdavening and learning, | don’t
occurred. Why is Chanukahyaye time to think about

different? Hashem! That's how | know

The Tzror HaMor says thats the dream is true..."

IS gematriya25, the amount _ _

of letters in the firstpasukof 1hat IS how people are: they
kriyas Shera, wpos 7 Sxaer pow do mitzvos, learn Torah, a_nd
-ns . Chanukah meansyn, €VeN daven, and don't think

the Yidden rested and werd€fore Whom they are doing

victorious in the war in the these deeds.

merit of n"s, their emunahin

Hashem, which we proclaim
with Shema.

Chanukahlecht is destined to
solve this problem. The
Chanukah  candles  shine
People tell a story about aemunahinto our hearts, so we
talmid chachamwho proudly can live with emunahall our
told his friends that he sawdays, with everything we da.

22. The Sma'g counted the 613 mitzvos, and he writes in his
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Reb Shlomo Eiger of Lublin referring to the trueghrlicher
hy'd zt'l [son of Shevet Yidden — those who fear
Yehudah zt'l] taught: There Hashem. If you pay attention
are two ways to awakento what they say, you will hear
someone who's sleepingkefirah If a businessman
either by making a louddiscusses money issues, and
sound or by turning on thethroughout the conversation he
lights. Figuratively speaking,forgets that Hakadosh Baruch
people are sleeping becausHu is in charge, that ikefirah
they've forgotten Hashem. On
Rosh Hashanah we awaken!herefore,” the  Chofetz
them with the loud call of Chaim concluded, “In my
the shofar. On Chanukah weopinion, — everyone  should
awaken them by the brigntSPe€nd an hour each day
lights of the Chanukah thinking about emunah and
menorah. We awaken thenPitachon He should think
to emunah about the Chazal 'No one
hurts his finger below unless it
Once, atshalash seudosthe \as decreed above' and other
Chofetz Chaim zt'I. told hls_ fundamentals ofemunah He
students, "The entire world iSshoyld clear his thoughts from

referring to the non-religious
Yidden or gentiles who don’t Then the Chofetz Chaim asked
believe in Hashem. I'mhis students whether they were

introduction, "In a dream, | had a vision, which told me: Behold, you forget
to list the primary mitzvah:pox 1 mown 19 47 "mwi, '‘Be cautious, lest you
forget Hashem your G-d' (Devarim 8:11). | wasn't planning on listing that
pasuk among the lavin (the Torah prohibitions), and the Rambam didn't list
it either. But after | had this dream, | thought about it in the morning and
| realized that it is a primary mitzvah for attaining yiras Hashem..."
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ready to dedicate an hour gBikurei Aviy) asks, "Why did
day to think abouemunah they [have to do that, to
Everyone was silent. An hourconvince their_ father that
is a long time. No one WasYosef was illed]? ~When
committed to do that. TheYaakOV W'I! see that Yos?f
wasn't coming home, he will

Chofetz Chaim said, "l see .
that this is hard for you. So 18ssume he was killed! ... The

have another plan. When yofnswer Is, Yaakov would have
daven, focus on what you-rel'uadbitachonthat Yosef is still
saying. For example, wher@live and that he would yet
you say thepesukim by wwy return - home. As Chazal
w2 3pp, 'Fortunate is the one(Brachos10.) say, 'Even when
who Hashem...is his helper,2 sharp sword is on one's
and when you sayp~ nx nmp neck, one shouldn’t stop
mM on 5% pawm, 'You open praying...' One should always
Your hand and satisfy thepray and havebitachon that
needs of every living thing.'Hashem will help. Certainly
NP m e e 253 mawnn may then, Yaakov Avinu, whose
opn, ‘'There are many thoughtditachonin Hashem was on an
in man, and Hashem's counseadxtremely high level, would
prevails..." think what you aretrust in Hashem that Yosef
saying. Thereby you will havewill yet return. And then the
approximately an hour eachpeople in Mitzrayim would
day when you're thinking permit Yosef to return home.
aboutemunatt Because when one trusts on
Hashem with all one's heart, it
draws Hashem's aid. Yaakov,
who had a very high level of
itachon would draw
ashem's aid, and Yosef
would surely be  sent
The Rebbe of Radzimiretl, home...The brothers feared

Bitachon

It states in this week’s

parashah (38:31-34) that the

brothers took Yosef's coat an
dipped it in blood.
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that if Yaakov would davenhim on the day he came to
and also havebitachon the Pharaoh, and he also forgot to
Egyptians would send Yosef  tell Pharaoh later on.
home, and Yosef would reveal _ , _ ,
to their father that they sold'"€ Chidushel HaRim ztl
him, and their father would pereads thepasuklike this: 8o
angry with them. They ov NN Dpwen W, the sar
therefore slaughtered a goa{\amashkm forgot  Yosef,
dipped Yosefs coat in its" " and Yosef fprgot the
blood, and sent it to their sar hamashkim.

father so their father will think yosef was in prison for ten

Yosef was killed, and heyears: finally, there’s hope. He
would  stop praying  for jyterpreted the sar
Yosef...." hamashkim’sdream correctly,
_ and thesar hamashkinms now
The final pasuk of the geping wine to Pharaoh. The
parashah states, w 3 8% gar hamashkinis in a perfect
s Aer ny e, “the sar hosition to help Yosef, and he
hamashkim didn’t remember g es Yosef hakaras hatov
Yosef, and he forgot hlm." Anybody in Yosefs place
The pasukseems to be sayingoyld constantly be thinking
the same thing twice, for notgout the sar hamashkim
remembering and forgetting iSyondering whether he did the
the same thing. shelichus and whether he
_ . forwarded his plea to Pharaoh.
Rashi answers, “The sar g+ vosef trusted solely in
hamashkim didn’t remember Hashem. After doing his
Yosef on that day, and heyigiaqiyg he forgot about the
forgot him in the future... sar hamashkimand placed his

Yosef _asked the sar trust solely with Hashem.
hamashkinto tell Pharaoh that

he was enslaved unlawfully,Yosef is praised for his
but the sar hamashkinforgot bitachon The pasuk=an "wx
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'ma mey wN, "Fortunate is the called Gaskalgus (others say it
person  who  trusts inwas Bagris). He had an
Hashem..." is written aboutenormous army. They arrived
Yosef HaTzaddik (seeRashi in Eretz Yisrael and found
40:23). An aspect of histwelve Chashmonaim [with
bitachon is seen from this their followers] prepared to

episode. He maddishtadlus battle against them.
but his heart relied solely onMockingly, the general said,
Hashem. "Fools! You want to battle

_ _ with my innumerable army?"
o IS gematriya prwa. The

Chashmanoim werecohanim  The Jewish people raised their
and they won their warseyes to heaven and prayed to
because of theibitachon Hakadosh Baruch Hu...
Hakadosh Baruch Hu seized
the seventy angels of heaven
(who are appointed over the
seventy nations of the world)
and hit them with a fiery whip
and warned them to protect the
‘Jewish nation. When a Greek
soldier shot an arrow at Bnei
Yisrael, amalachcame, turned
There is not in this chapter. the arrow around and aimed it

The Abuderham writes thatdt the soldier who shot it
when one trusts in Hashem h&hooting it straight into his
doesn’t needm %3, weapons. heart. The Chashmonaim saw

Hashem, Himself, will subduethese miracles and said> '3

all enemies of Bnei Yisrael. ¥ "Hashem is fighting this
battle for us!" When one of

The  Midrash Chanukah the Greek kings was killed, the
(quoted by theRokeiach tells malachei hashares angels
that there was a Greek generalonfiscated his money, and

Many people say-anoa aw»
mopy  (Tehilim 91) after
lighting Chanukahlecht This
chapter talks aboubitachon
As we saypnn 1 oanN 9,
"You Hashem are my shield
7% qmen Nvn 85, therefore |
am not afraid...”
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threw it into Jewish homes.with their wives and children
(The Yidden weren't able to— shouted to Hashem, and did
take the money themselveseshuvah with fasting and
because of all the corpses...)prayers. The cohanim wore
sackcloth, and even the
Aliforni gathered an army of mizbeiach was dressed in
120,000 strong  warriors,sackcloth.... They shouted to
22,000 archers, and camelslashem... and they fell on
carrying an endless supply otheir faces... Then the Yidden
food. Aliforni had already ran after their enemies and
conquered many big and killed piles of them."
powerful countries in the past.
When the Yidden heard thaiWith their tefillos, and with
he was approaching, theyheir bitachon they won their
became very afraid... They — enemies again and again.

Eyes for Emunah

We never make abrachah Reb Moshe Feinstein zt'l
for looking at a mitzvah. The explains that theavodah on
exception is on Chanukah. AsChanukah is to train ourselves
it states in Shulchan Aruch to see things correctly. When

(676:3), "Someone... whowe look at the world, we
isn't going to light Chanukahshould perceive the wonders
lecht that n|ght should of Creation’ recognize

make the brachah she'asahpashem’shashgachah pratis
nisim —when  he  seeSy,n our eyes to Hashem to
Chanukah lecht. He sh?uld trust in Him, and similarly,
also sayshehechiyanu regarding all other aspects of
What is unique about theemunah and bitachon We
Chanukah lecht that one make a brachah on just

makes abrachah simply for seeing the Chanukahecht
seeing them? because the lesson  of
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Chanukah is about seeing -more overwhelmed by looking
seeing correctly. at nature, than by looking at a

_ _ o miracle. People are
With  this  principle, Reb gccystomed to the miracles of
Moshe answers the_followingnature’ therefore it doesn't
renowned questions: have a mesmerizing effect on

The Beis Yosef asks: Why OIOthem. But when miracles occur
e become aware that nature

we celebrate Chanukah thé" _
first day? The jug of oil that IS also a miracle. Therefore,

they found had enough for€ llght the  Chanukah
one day, so the first daymenorah on the first night of

wasn't a miracle? Chanukah to celebrate the
' awareness that even the fact

Reb Simchah Zisel, the Alterthat oil burns is also a miracle.
of Kelm zt'l, answers that the _
first night of Chanukah we The commentaries also seek to

commemorate the miracle thatnderstand ~ an  unusual
oil burns, for that too is a Juxtaposition of the Gemara.
miracle. On Chanukah weThe Gemara $habbos 22.)
improve our vision, and wesays, "A Chanukah candle
discover that even naturaPlaced over twentyamos is

things, such as oil producingPasul’ because people won't
light, are also a miracle. Se€e It and it won't publicize

the miracle.

The Alter of Kelm says that

Creation is the greatestThe next line of the Gemara
miracle, because all miraclespeaks about gasukin this
are vmn v, changing the week's parasha ( Bereishis
matters of the world, but37:24), on 1w px pm mam,
Creation is pan wr, creating "The pit was empty; it didn’t
something from  nothing, have water." The Gemara
which is an even greaterasks, "Isn’t it obvious that if
wonder. One should be everthe pit was empty, it didn't



Torah Wellsprings - Vayeishev - Chanukah 51

have water? Thepasuk is We now understand the
hinting that the pit didn't juxtaposition of the Gemara.
have water, but it did haveChanukahlecht above twenty

snakes and scorpions." amosis pasul because people

_ ~can’'t see them. Seeing the
The commentaries ask, why iSecht is important so we can
this lesson stated in the Gmargain ourselves to recognize
after the halachah that amjracles. Because one can
Chanukah menorah can't b&yperience a miracle and not
higher than twenty amo® ynow about it, as this

What is the connectionhappened to Yosef's holy
between the two? brothers...

Reb Moshe Feinsteinztl When we light Chanukah
explains that a great miracldecht it is like turning on the
happened to Yosef HaTzaddiklights so we can see well.
He was thrown into a pit with Before we couldn't see the
snakes and scorpions, and theyiracles in our life, and now
didn’'t harm him. His brotherswe can. However, even after
didn't recognize the miracle,lighting the lecht it is up to
because if they had, theyeach person to see the
would have pulled him out andmiracles, because otherwise, it
saved him. So we see that ones like turning on the lights
can see miracles and not band still not see, because his
aware of them. eyes are closed.

23. Reb Shimon Shwab zt'| ponders, we say two brachos in the morning
oy npo and »yn mw raynn, and they both seem to be thanking
Hashem for the same thing: For enabling him to awaken in the morning
and see.
He explains that oy npwis thanking Hashem for being able to see. But
sometimes, people don’t see the many miracles that are happening for
them. It is like they are asleep and unaware of all the good Hashem does
for them. For this awareness we say the brachah »»yn mw aynn.
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Some people were watching aou have in your house?’ She
video in a dark room. replied, ‘I don't have anything
Someone wanted to sedn my house, other than some
something, so he turned orpil.” And Elisha performed a
the light. People shouted atiracle with the oil. He told
him, "What did you do? Now her to borrow empty pots and
we can't see the show."  they all became filled with oil.
He replied, "Yes, but now wepyt if there was no oil to
can see everything else'hegin with, the miracle
Similarly, ~when we light coyidn't occur. Similarly, it
Chanukahlecht we don’t see \\45 necessary that there be

this illusion that the world ¢ome oil for the Chanukah
runs by nature. NOw We CaNyiacle to take place. The

see Hashem who is behing,io e of the first night was

everythln?h that ldhappens Mhat the oil wasn't totally
€ world. consumed, leaving room for a
miracle to take place on the

To answer the Beis Yosef's : :
following nights.

question: “What was the
miracle on the first day?” the . .
Taz (670:1) answers that th(feb Aryeh Leib Tzinz K’?"’
miracle was that the oil didn't? 7242 w171 ,mmnd)  explains
burn out completely. Some oil this with a mashal

was left over. That was _
necessary, as th&ohar says Someone had ten crates filled

Hashem doesnt give awith gold coins. Nine were

brachah and a miracle onto Stolen. Using the gold coins in
Something that isn’t there. the tenth Crate, he hired p0|ice

to search for the nine stolen
As Elisha said to theishah trunks. He also vowed that if
Shunamis(Il Malachim 4:2), they are found he will give
55 qnmawS PN aesm a3 35 v three gold coins from  each
e mox ox o a3, “What do crate totzedakah
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The crates were found, anclay...” The Sfas Emes says

true to his promise, he gave dghat nya is from the word

gabai tzedakal27 gold coins. yan, natural. Yavan claims
everything is natural and

, people sink into that false
with that, and asked for

) philosophy. Yavan is therefore
another three gold coins fromcalled wn, darkness (see

the tenth crate. The man didn’tBereishis Rabba2:4) because
understand. “That crate wasn'\tNhen one thinks life is run by

stolen. My gratitude 10 noh,0 he  lives a dark,

Hashem is that He performeqyic,ninting life, because he

a mlrgcle and gave me bac n't able to encourage himself
the nine crates. Why must \vith the awareness that
thank Hashem for that tentheverything is for the good. The
crate, ~ which \’/’vas NEVeTiruth is, even when Hashem's
stolen? hashgachahsn't vividly seen,

The gabai tzedakatexplained, Hashem’s hashgachah is
“If it had been stolen, you always there, guiding us every
wouldn't have money for the step of the way.
search. The fact that it wasn’t _

stolen is part of the miracle, V& light the  Chanukah

and you should thank Hashens@ndles after the sun sets to
for that. t00.” remember that even when

Hashem’s hashgachah pratis
On the first night of Chanukahseems concealed, even then,
we thank Hashem for the oil miracles are happening to us.
that was left over, because

without that oil the miracle The Gemara Shabbos 21:)

couldn’t have occurred.  writes that the lights should
burn, 5m mSonw Ty Annn ppenwn
mwn m, “"From sunset until
It states Tehillim 69:3), 'nya» there aren't people walking in
m, “lI sunk into the Yavan the marketplace.”

The gabai wasn't satisfied

Everything is Good
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The Kedushas Levi explainswealthy, paid a greater sum
pwm m 5m Moo Ty can mean than the others.
that we light the Chanukah
lamps and ponder the wonderdhe medical letters arrived on
until ~%sn, people will stop the morning the bachurim
thinking that everything thatwere supposed to sign up for
happens in the world isthe army. They showed their
routine, regular, naturabfn). reports to the draft board, and
Rather, we will know that were exempt from military
everything happens byservice.
Hashem’shashgachah However, the doctor only
wrote up forty-eight letters.
Reb Binyamin Zev DeitschReb Binyamin Zev, and the
zt'l, mashgiach of Yeshivas son of the other wealthy
Ponovizh, related that when heparents, didn’'t receive their
was a bachur in Hungary, letters. (Ironically, it was the
before the Holocaust, he waghildren of the wealthy parents
among a group of fifty who paid the most money,
bachurim drafted by the who didn’t get an exemption.)
Hungarian army. Their parentReb Binyamin Zev and the
called an emergency meetingother bachur had to flee to
Their plan was to ask a doctoiEretz Yisrael that day. They
they knew to write up falsedidn’'t even have time to say
medical reports for the fifty good-bye to their families
bachurim stating they were ill properly. They had to escape
and unfit for army service. as quickly as possible, before
being arrested for deserting
The doctor agreed to write up the army.
the documents for a price. All
parents contributed whateveReb Binyamin Zev recollects,
they could. Reb Benyamin"l remember how we felt that
Zev's parents, and the parentday. We didn’'t even have time
of one othemachur who were to say good-bye to all
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members of our families.In the era of Moshiach, the
Compared to our 48 friends,world will be run with the
we felt unfortunate. We number eight, as it states
arrived in Eretz Yisrael, two (Tehilllim 6:1), mymwn Sp neand,
young bachurimalone, having “a song played on a harp of
to fend for ourselves. eight strings” because it will
be a world above nature, run

“A few years later, we : .
in a path of miracles.

realized that we were the

fortunate ones. Because nonAs the Maharal er Mitzval)

of our friends survived, writes, "The natural world is

except for us, since we werecomprised of seven, because
in Eretz Yisrael..." this natural world was created

in seven days... Eight is

Reb  Binyamin Zev IearneOIbeyond nature... Therefore

from this episode that even ... 'ic on the eighth day,

when things seem bad, they = o .o i beyond

are always for_ the good. Ev.ennature [since by nature a child
when everything appears like

A : is born without a milah]...
sunset, f[he brllllqnt light ofTorah s beyond nature.
miracles shines.

Therefore, it was given after
Miracles Beyond Nature seven, as it statesDévarim

It states Mishlei 9:1), naxn 16;19) ftCOltJr?t SEven Weiks'“

— Ty "Hashem and after the seven weeks, on

established the world on sevelllhe fiftieth day, the Torah was
pillars." Nature is associateq‘%'ve.n."' Chapter (.119) "
with the number seven. A ehillim, Wh'Ch dlspusses
week has seven days, music i;orah has eightpesukim for :
made of seven notes, there ar ach letter of the a_lef beis
seven traits that make up N wmn)... representing th"at
person's personalityr{ax ,7on, Torah is beyond nature...
etc.), there are sevenThe Maharal explains that the
wisdoms, etc. Chanukah miracle came in the
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merit of Torah, and therefore,switches to singular tensemy(
the menorah miraculouslymw p5m pwes, "on the first
remained lit for eight days.day he lights eight
And that is why we celebrate candles...").
Chanukah for eight days.

The Chidushei HaRim
We learn from this that onexplains that when the Gemara
Chanukah we enter a worldstates;mmw 9o pwss ora, "on
that is beyond nature, athe first day he lights eight..."
world where miracles can beit means that on the first day

the norm. of Chanukah Hashem shines

the number eight onto the
The Gemara $habbos21: ) world and during Chanukah
states,mn e, those the world functions in the
who seek to perform the mode of miracleg:
mitzvos in the best waypma
My oy pwN o oo aew, Chanukah  is  eight  days,
Beis Shamai says that on thdecause on Chanukah we
first day he lights eight enter a world beyond nature.

candles..." In a world that is beyond

nature there are no rules. The
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l| poor can became wealthy, the
asks, the Gemara begins isick can become well. What
plural tensejfmmn,"thosewho the doctors say, and what
seek to do the mitzvos in thestatistics suggest, doesn’t
best way") and the Gemara make a difference.

24. The laws of Chanukah begin in Shulchan Aruch with the simanim

(xyan-yan). Xyan in Aramaic means gate. The Beis Yisrael zy'a said
that this is because on Chanukah, the gates of heaven are opened and
everyone can go inside.
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The Gemara Gittin 30:) Praying for Miracles

states, "If someone tells YOUsn chanukah. one may pray
that your friend died, you cant,. miracles. As it states in
believe him, but if someonegpichan Aruch (187:4), "If
him." This is because thepqamazon but he can say it in
world follows the laws of the MRS, One can saysmn
natur_e, and generally, the poOgwss mepw was oos w5 e MA
remain poor. But  on mv 13 vmnnn s maoee onn,
Chanukah, everything can turnThe  Compassionate  One
around. It is the world of should make miracles for us as
eight, where the rules ofHe performed miracles in
nature don’t apply. those days..*

25. Similarly, if one forgot to say Al HaNisim in Shemonah Esrei, he can
say this pamia at the end of Shemonah Esrei, before nxay v (see
Mishnah Berurah 682:4).
When one says Al HaNisim in the right place, one doesn’t daven for
miracles. But when one forgets Al HaNisim, he does. It seems that by
forgetting to say Al HaNisim he earns a bonus, because now he can pray
for miracles.
Perhaps the explanation is, when one forgets to say Al HaNisim, he is
heartbroken, because he lost out on a special opportunity. His broken
and humble heart makes him a fitting candidate for miracles. He should
pray for miracles because it is likely that miracles will occur due to his
broken heart.
Bederech tzachus, Rebbe Zusha of Chernobyl (Bnei Brak) zt'l explained:
During the eight days of Chanukah, Chanukah and its miracles should
always be on our mind. But this person forgot Chanukah (as evident by
the fact that he forgot to say Al HaNisim). He needs a salvation and a
miracle to become a better Yid, for he is apparently on a very low level.
Therefore, someone who forgot to say Al HaNisim should pray that Hashem
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Generally we don’'t daven forsummer, and then we will
miracles. Hashem wants tdknow whether Hashem listens
lead the world according to the to their prayers or not."

rules of nature. )
It was Tamuz, a month it

The Gemara (24.) tells a storynever rains in Bavel. The
about a man who gomalkus king's mother sent a message
in Rava'sbeis dinfor a sin he to Rava, explaining the gravity
committed, and he died. Theof the matter, and asking him
Babylonian government heard to pray hard for rain.
about this and the king Wa_nteq?ava prayed, but it didn’t rain.
to punish Rava. The king's
mother advised the king thatRava said, "Ribono Shel
he shouldn't start up with theOlam, we heard about the
Yidden, because Hashem doediracles You performed in the
miracles for them. past, but we  never
experienced Your miracles!"
The king asked, "Which after saying this, it began to

miracles does He do?" rain. The streets of Mechuzah
His mother replied, "Whateveryere flooded, and the rain

they ask from Hashem, Hewater flowed into the
gives them.” Chidekel River.

"How do you know?" That night, Rava saw his
"When they need rain, theyfather in a dream. His father
pray, and it immediatelysaid, "How can one make
begins to rain." Heaven work so hard [to have
"Perhaps they prayed at rain in the wrong season]?"
moment before it was about taHis father told him that he
rain. Let them request rainshouldn't sleep in his bed.
now, in the middle of the Rava immediately awoke, and

should miraculously elevate him. Whereas someone who didn't forget Al
HaNisim doesn’t have to pray for that miracle.
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slept elsewhere. In themiracles, and therefore one
morning, Rava looked at hiscan pray for miracles. The
bed and saw that it wasprohibition to daven for
stabbed with a knife manymiracles is only when the
times. (The sheidim were world is run by the rules of
given permission to harmnature. But on Chanukah
Rava, and they were told miracles are the norm.

where he sleeps. Since Rav
wasn'’t there that night, his life

was saved.)

8arah Imeinu gave birth to a
child when she was ninety
years old, and the Torah
We learn from this Gemaraelaborates on this miracle. An
that it is dangerous, andeven greater miracle happened
improper, to pray for awith Yocheved, for she was
miracle* So how do we pray 130 years old when she bore

for miracles on Chanukah? Moshe, but the Torah doesn’t

e e elaborate  on that miracle.
The Sh?m u'Meishiv [D'WPT' What's the difference?
Shau) zt'l answers that during
the eight days of Chanukah;The Dubno Magidzt'l explains
the world is run in a mode ofthat in Mitzrayim women were

26. Praying for a refuah sheleimah isn't called praying for a miracle, even
when doctors have raised their hands. Doctors were given permission
to heal, but they weren't given permission to cause people to despair.
Similarly, one can pray for parnassah, shidduchim, nachas, and all other
kinds of yeshuos. Never lose hope. The Gemara teaches, "If one davens
and his tefillos weren't answered, he should pray again. As it states
(Tehillim 27:14), '1 5% mp 725 ynxn gm0 9N mp, ‘Trust in Hashem,
strengthen your heart, and trust on Hashem.™
The Maharasha (Kiddushin 29:) states, "A miracle that happens through
tefillah isn't called a miracle." When a miracle occurs, one loses some of
his good deeds. His good deeds are used as payment for the miracles. But
when one attains a miracle through tefillah, it is considered natural, and
not miraculous, and he doesn’t lose his merits.
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giving birth to six children at It states Bamidbar 21:8), mwy
a time, and other miracless mm o1 5 ww own w P
were happening. Whenm sy xm enn, “Make a
miracles are the norm it wasn'snake, place it on a pole, and
outstanding that Yochevedwhoever was bit will see it
gave birth at 130. Becauseand live.” This pasukhints to
when miracles abound theythe brachosof Chanukahwy
become the standardaw 7> hints to the first
Similarly, on  Chanukah, brachah mwn = p5b,
miracles abound, and if onebecausepw means burns, like
needs a salvation he wilim the candles burnby mx own
yirtzeh Hashemreceive it. o1 hints to the brachah nwpw
Gazing at the Chanukah Lecht wmans oou. And ™ _hint_s tq
wnrnw. Chanukah is implied in
The Chavas Ya'ir {p= mmn  this pasukbecause if someone
2y oen) writes, “In my was qws, bit, by the yetzer
opinion, the primary mitzvah hara, yms nxm, he should gaze
is that the one who lit théecht at the Chanukahlecht m,
should be near théechtfor a agnd he will become like a
half hour, looking at them and new person.
being happy with them.”
There are variousminhagim
done after Chanukahlecht
Some say Tehilim 91) mwv

The Yismach Yisraelkt'l| said
that those who have pure eye
can see Hashem’s namesn )

Moy o2 seven times, after

shining on the Chanukalecht bino“the  Chanukahlecht

The Yeitav Panim writes, “A The Sefer Zechirah (69:1)
minhag in Klal Yisrael is writes, “A helpful segulahto
Torah; to sit and look at thebe protected the entire year is
candles. The reason is to drawo say each night of Chanukah
down the miracles of after lighting the candles,
Chanukah by gazing at theseven times the chaptemwn
Chanukahlecht” Moy noa.
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Some say chaptera™p in expression implies that when
Tehillim, because it has manyone sees thécht it is like he
requests for success in Torals using them. He compares
and mitzvos.” And this is an this to going to a doctor who
ideal time for tefillah, looks into the patient's eyes,
because whenever onand thereby knows the illness
performs a mitzvah it is anand the cure. Similarly, by
eis ratzonfor tefillah. looking at the Chanukatecht
As the Tosefta Mlaasar Sheni one can attain aefuah for all

5:15) writes, “Whoever is the ailments of ouneshamah

doing a mitzvah, it is a time t0The Beis Avrahamsb ™1 1 =)

open your mouth intefillah gays that <% oreb  sox
before Hashem.” implies that looking at

Similarly, the  Rabbeinu ChanukaHechtis arefuahand

b’Chaya (19:3) writes, “When rectification for sins related to
a woman lights the Shabboghose who weren't cautious
candles, she should pray that with their eyes.

she merit children who are \  pachur strayed off the

talmidei chachamim who ;
: i derech and became involved
shine in Torah, because the

: : in sorcery. Once, on
tefillah 'S hearql mor? afterChanukah, he was speaking to
doing a mitzvah.

his sorcery teacher on the
We sayoma wanwn® mem 35 px - phone. The sorcerer suddenly
omn® 8O%, “We don’'t have said, “What happened? You
permission to use them, onhleft me. Where are you?” At
to see them...” The Divrei that moment thebachur was
Chaim ztl said that this looking at the Chanukakecht

27. The Leket Yoshar (p.43) writes that his rebbe, the Terumas
HaDeshen would say chapter v™p in Tehillim every day. Certainly, it
is a good time to say it while looking at the Chanukah lecht.
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that were burning in his home.We don’t need support from

He told this to his teacher,these lowly sorcerers, however

who told him that he shouldwe tell it to show the effect

go away, because he can’Chanukahlecht can have on

work sorcery when he looks atus, even on people who fall to
the Chanukahecht very low levels...

Going Beyond Your Nature to Serve Hashem

When one goes beyond hisccustomed to serve Hashem.
nature to serve Hashem|f a person can go beyond his
Hashem does wonders andatural comfort zone, and do

miracles for him — beyondmore than he generally does,
nature. this will result with miracles
happening to him. This rule

Everyone has their comfortappliesto every day of the year,
zone, the level that they areand especially on Chanukah.

28. The Mishnah teaches: “Be brazen like a leopard, light like an eagle,
swift like a deer, and strong like a lion to do the will of your Father in
heaven.” Why does the Mishnah express itself using animals? It could have
written, “Be brazen, light, swift, and powerful.”
We can answer that animals work with instinct. The deer doesn’t decide to
run fast, and the lion doesn’'t make a decision to be brave and powerful.
They do these things instinctively. This describes how one should serve
Hashem. He should be swift like a deer, powerful like a lion, almost
instinctively with swiftness and with powerful strength to do Hashem's will.
In parashas Vayeira, when the angels came to visit Avraham, they asked
him, “Where is Sarah, your wife.” (18:9). The Ksav Sofer explained
bederech tzachus (wittily) that the angels said, "It is known that women
are more stingy to the guests that men are. Since you have prepared a
very generous meal for us, we assume that she probably isn't home. Is
that correct?"
Avraham told them that she was home, in the tent.
The angels replied, wi» mmx 7wY nray 91, Sarah is different than all
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Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belzcomes to you bleeding
zy'awas collecting money for profusely?”
a poor family. One of his"l will place bonkers(suction
chassidim said, “I don't have cups) to stop the bleeding."
money right now. When
have, | will give you.”
Rebbe Yissacher Dov told him
the following parable:

[
“And if that doesn't work,
what will you do?”

“I will give him a drop of

“There was a student in aifon.”

university studying to be a“‘And if that doesn’t help, what
doctor. After many years ofWill you do?”

study, he had to pass a final;! will bandage him.”

oral exam, given by the top“And if you don’t have any
professors of the academy. Ifbandages, what will you do?”

the student passed this test, hfI'\he student thought about this
can be a doctor. : L,
guestion, but didn't know

The doctor asked him, “Whatwhat to answer. The professor
will you do when a patient took the diploma and ripped it

other women. The angels promised that she will bear a son. She went
beyond her nature, and that brings miracles.

The Kesav Sofer tells us that he is writing this bederech tzachus, however,
he adds, the lesson is true. When one serves Hashem beyond his
limitations, he will merit miracles beyond the rules of nature.

People were discussing the miracles that some chassidic Rebbes
performed. One person said, “Whatever request my Rebbe asks for,
Hashem fulfills.”

The son of the Chofetz Chaim was there, and he said, “I don’t know
whether Hashem does everything my father requests, but | do know that
my father does everything Hashem requests.” When one has this approach,
even with self-sacrifice, going beyond the rules of nature to do Hashem's
will, he will merit miracles, beyond nature, and Hashem will indeed do for
him everything he requests.
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up. “You aren’t ready to be amoney now, you should be
doctor. When someone igprepared to sell your tallis and
bleeding and you don't have tefillin to help them.”

bandages, you must beThis is an example of going
prepared to rip your OWNpoyong nature to  serve
clothing to bandage theysshem. Everyone knows
wound.” what holds them back from
Rebbe  Yissacher  Dovproperly serving Hashem. We
explained to his chassid, “I'mcan all go beyond our nature,
collecting money for a poorand in this merit, Hashem will
family. Their hearts arebestow all the miracles of
bleeding. If you don’t have Chanukah onto us.
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