
Shmini

לעילו נשמת: פייגה בת הרב אהרן ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
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trust him. They don't check 
him out to find out whether 
he is reliable. And if 
someone brings wine, milk, 
fish, or foods that need to 
be checked for worms, or 
any other food that may 
have a kashrus issue…
people say, 'The person 
who brought it is a religious 
Yid. Why should we 
suspect that it isn't kosher? 
… But if someone asks 
them for a loan, they 
suddenly speak differently. 
They don't trust anyone 
before verifying that he is 
trustworthy because they 
fear he might not pay him 
back. This is because 
money is the most 
important thing in the 
world for them, while 
mitzvos are less important 
to them, and therefore they 
assume that even if it isn't 
perfect, it's also okay."

The Be'er Mayim Chaim 
then describes how 
Avraham Avinu was the 
exact opposite. When it 
came to money matters, he 
trusted Eliezer wholly. But 
when it came to mitzvos, 

such as to find a shidduch 
for Yitzchak, he didn't trust 
Eliezer until Eliezer swore 
to him that he would do as 
he directs him. 

The Be'er Mayim Chaim 
writes, "The Torah refers to 
Avraham Avinu as אברהם 
 Avraham who loves' אהובי,
me.' Avraham didn't love 
anything, only Hashem's 
mitzvos. Everything else 
paled in comparison. He 
permitted Eliezer to oversee 
his wealth, but when it 
came to mitzvos he didn't 
trust him..." 

New Beginnings

The holy sefarim discuss 
the importance of making 
sure that the first thought, 
word, and deed of the day 
should be a mitzvah. 

We fulfill this by saying 
אני  first thing in the מודה 
morning. We also wash 
our hands with negel vasser. 
It is crucial to make the 
first thoughts good ones, 
too. For example, one can 
concentrate on the words 
of modeh ani. Or, his first 
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13. Reb Binyamin Rabinowitz zt'l (dayan for the Eidah haChareidis, and 
rosh yeshiva of Toldos Aharon) was a great masmid. Once, a bachur 
watched him learn in the yeshiva, on Shiva Asar b’Tamuz, for 
around eight hours straight, and he asked him how he can also 

thought of the day can be, 
"Hashem, I want to serve 
you today." Make the first 
ומעשה דיבור,   of the day מחשבה, 
holy, and the rest of the 
day will follow in this 
manner. 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar is 
approaching, the beginning 
of a new month. If we serve 
Hashem on this day, it will 
influence the entire month. 

As the Ahavas Shalom 
zt’l writes, "When Rosh 
Chodesh is observed 
properly, the entire month 
will be like Rosh Chodesh, 
because אזיל רישא  בתר   the ,גופא 
body follows the head… 
Therefore, it is proper for 
the wise to pay attention to 
Rosh Chodesh, to serve 
Hashem properly on that 
day, for that will influence 
and make the entire month 
good. Even just one hour 
on Rosh Chodesh, when it 
is observed properly, the 

entire month will be 
good…" 

Also, on Rosh Chodesh 
Iyar, many kollelim and 
yeshivos will renew their 
studies, and it is important 
to begin the new zman with 
an invigorated spirit. 

If you will be lazy 
initially, if you will come 
late on the first day, etc., 
the next few months will 
likely pass in this lazy 
mode. 

So, instead, start the 
zman enthusiastically. A 
good idea is to dedicate the 
first fifteen minutes to 
Torah, only, without any 
conversations. It is likely 
that after fifteen minutes 
pass, you won't want to 
speak about anything else. 
Because when the 
beginning is good, 
everything that follows 
becomes good.13 



 Torah Wellsprings - Shmini 31

get to that level of hasmadah. Reb Binyamin told him, "I didn’t 
begin with this hasmadah. I began with not speaking during the 
first fifteen minutes of seder. Then I added that I wouldn’t speak 
for the first twenty minutes. I continued adding on, and now I’m 
up to eight hours straight, without interruptions. 

We say in the morning, בתורתך  make us accustomed to" ,שתרגילנו 
Your Torah," because to a large extent, hasmadah in Torah is a 
matter of becoming accustomed. And when one is accustomed to 
studying Torah, there is nothing sweeter… 

Torah

Reb Sheftel Ish Levi zt'l 
(the father of the Shlah 
Hakodesh) teaches: The 
obligation to study Gemara, 
Rashi, and Tosfos each day 
is no less than our obligation 
to wear tefillin every day. 

The Ramchal zy'a says 
that when one studies 
Torah, he should consider 
it as if he's in the middle of 
Shemonah Esrei, and he 
cannot interrupt his studies. 

(It would be a good thing if 
others would also think of those 
who are learning Torah as 
though they are in the middle of 
davening Shemonah Esrei, and 
not interrupt them.) 

The Gemara debates 
whether the Torah was 
given on the 6th or the 7th of 
Sivan. "But all opinions 
agree that the Torah was 
given on Shabbos." This 
hints that no desire or 
opportunity to earn money 
should take us away from 
the times we set for 
studying Torah. No 
rationally thinking G-d 
fearing Jew would work on 
Shabbos to make money. 
Similarly, even when we 
have opportunities to make 
money, this shouldn't cause 
us to abandon the times we 
set aside for Torah study. 

And there really is no 
reason to depart from 
Torah study because Torah 
study actually increases 
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14. Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zy’a would say, “Someone 
who doesn’t study Gemara is נישט קיין איד און נישט קיין מענטש, "not a Yid, 
and not even a human being." 

He explained that this is the reason the brachah השיבנו in Shemonah 
Esrei (the brachah for teshuvah) begins with a request for Torah, as we 
say, השיבנו אבינו לתורתך, because without Torah, one is נישט קיין איד און נישט 
מענטש  ".not a Yid, and not even a human being" ,קיין 

 It is written, בבל ממלכתו  ראשית   Rebbe Moshe .(Bereishis 10:10) ותהי 
Mordechai of Lelov zt’l would say that implied in this pasuk is the 
importance of learning Gemara. בבל ממלכתו  ראשית   One should“ ותהי 
begin with Talmud Bavli.”

one's parnassah. As the 
Gemara (Avodah Zarah 19) 
says, "Whoever studies 
Torah, his property 
prospers." 

A chassid who wanted 
hatzlachah, success, wrote 
this request in a kvittel, 
which he gave to Rebbe 
Yochanan of Rachmestrifka 
zy'a.

Rebbe Yochanan 
replied, "Dovid HaMelech 
was also a great Rebbe, and 
he advises us that for 
success, one should study 
Torah. As it states (Tehillim 
אשר ,(1 וכל  חפצו...  ה'  בתורת  אם   כי 
 ,if you want Torah ,יעשה יצליח
you will succeed in all your 

endeavors. This isn't solely 
a brachah; it is a guarantee. 
If you study Torah, you 
will succeed." 

Similarly, the Gemara 
(Avodah Zarah 19) states, 
"Whoever studies Torah, 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
fulfills his desires…"14

The tzaddikim of Slonim 
zt'l teach: 

Each hour of the day, 
without Torah, is a zero. If 
you study Torah for an 
hour, you have a #1. If you 
place that one before all the 
zeros, it becomes a very 
large number. 
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How do you place the 
one hour of Torah at the 
beginning, before all the 
zeros? You do this when 
you consider the time you 
set aside for Torah as the 
most important hour of 
your day. 

If you consider your 
work more important, then 

the one hour of Torah 
comes after all the zeros, 
and the number isn't large. 
But if you consider this one 
hour as the most crucial 
hour of your day, this 
places the #1 at the 
beginning, and you have a 
very large number, which 
will result in a very great 
reward. 
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