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trust him. They don't check
him out to find out whether
he is reliable. And if
someone brings wine, milk,
fish, or foods that need to
be checked for worms, or
any other food that may
have a kashrus issue...
people say, 'The person
who brought itis a religious
Yid. Why should we
suspect that it isn't kosher?
But if someone asks
them for a loan, they
suddenly speak differently.
They don't trust anyone
before verifying that he is
trustworthy because they
fear he might not pay him
back. This is because
money is the most
important thing in the
world for them, while
mitzvos are less important
to them, and therefore they
assume that even if it isn't
perfect, it's also okay."

The Be'er Mayim Chaim
then describes how
Avraham Avinu was the
exact opposite. When it
came to money matters, he
trusted Eliezer wholly. But
when it came to mitzvos,

such as to find a shidduch
for Yitzchak, he didn't trust
Eliezer until Eliezer swore
to him that he would do as
he directs him.

The Be'er Mayim Chaim
writes, "The Torah refers to
Avraham Avinu as omaN
pany 'Avraham who loves
me.'" Avraham didn't love
anything, only Hashem's
mitzvos. Everything else
paled in comparison. He
permitted Eliezer to oversee
his wealth, but when it
came to mitzvos he didn't
trust him..."

New Beginnings

The holy sefarim discuss
the importance of making
sure that the first thought,
word, and deed of the day
should be a mitzvah.

We fulfill this by saying
w7 first thing in the
morning. We also wash
our hands with negel vasser.
It is crucial to make the
tirst thoughts good ones,
too. For example, one can
concentrate on the words
of modeh ani. Or, his first
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thought of the day can be,
"Hashem, I want to serve
you today." Make the first
moyn M7, mawmn of the day
holy, and the rest of the
day will follow in this
manner.

Rosh Chodesh Iyar is
approaching, the beginning
of a new month. If we serve
Hashem on this day, it will
influence the entire month.

As the Ahavas Shalom
zt'l writes, "When Rosh
Chodesh is  observed
properly, the entire month
will be like Rosh Chodesh,
because 5y xen 902 8ow, the
body follows the head...
Therefore, it is proper for
the wise to pay attention to
Rosh Chodesh, to serve
Hashem properly on that
day, for that will influence
and make the entire month
good. Even just one hour
on Rosh Chodesh, when it
is observed properly, the

entire month will be

good..."

Also, on Rosh Chodesh
Iyar, many kollelim and
yeshivos will renew their
studies, and it is important
to begin the new zman with
an invigorated spirit.

If you will be lazy
initially, if you will come
late on the first day, etc.,
the next few months will
likely pass in this lazy

mode.

So, instead, start the
zman enthusiastically. A
good idea is to dedicate the
first fifteen minutes to
Torah, only, without any
conversations. It is likely
that after fifteen minutes
pass, you won't want to
speak about anything else.

Because when the
beginning is good,
everything that follows

becomes good."”

13. Reb Binyamin Rabinowitz zt'l (dayan for the Eidah haChareidis, and
rosh yeshiva of Toldos Aharon) was a great masmid. Once, a bachur
watched him learn in the yeshiva, on Shiva Asar b’Tamuz, for
around eight hours straight, and he asked him how he can also
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Torah

Reb Sheftel Ish Levi zt']
(the father of the Shlah
Hakodesh)  teaches: The
obligation to study Gemara,
Rashi, and Tosfos each day
isnoless than our obligation
to wear tefillin every day.

The Ramchal zy'a says
that when one studies
Torah, he should consider
it as if he's in the middle of
Shemonah Esrei, and he
cannot interrupt his studies.

(It would be a good thing if
others would also think of those
who are learning Torah as
though they are in the middle of
davening Shemonah Esrei, and

not interrupt them.)

The Gemara debates
whether the Torah was
given on the 6™ or the 7" of
Sivan. "But all opinions
agree that the Torah was
given on Shabbos." This
hints that no desire or
opportunity to earn money
should take us away from
the times we set for
studying ~ Torah.  No
rationally thinking G-d
fearing Jew would work on
Shabbos to make money.
Similarly, even when we
have opportunities to make
money, this shouldn't cause
us to abandon the times we
set aside for Torah study.

And there really is no
reason to depart from
Torah study because Torah
study actually increases

get to that level of hasmadah. Reb Binyamin told him, "I didn’t
begin with this hasmadah. 1 began with not speaking during the
first fifteen minutes of seder. Then I added that I wouldn’t speak
for the first twenty minutes. I continued adding on, and now I'm
up to eight hours straight, without interruptions.

We say in the morning, 03 w»nw, "make us accustomed to
Your Torah," because to a large extent, hasmadah in Torah is a
matter of becoming accustomed. And when one is accustomed to
studying Torah, there is nothing sweeter...
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one's parnassah. As the
Gemara (Avodah Zarah 19)
says, "Whoever studies
Torah, his property
prospers."

A chassid who wanted
hatzlachah, success, wrote
this request in a koittel,
which he gave to Rebbe
Yochanan of Rachmestrifka
zy'a.

Rebbe Yochanan
replied, "Dovid HaMelech
was also a great Rebbe, and
he advises us that for
success, one should study
Torah. As it states (Tehillim
1), WK 521 .a85M 7T NMN3 DN D
oy mwy, if you want Torah,
you will succeed in all your

endeavors. This isn't solely
a brachah; it is a guarantee.
If you study Torah, you
will succeed."

Similarly, the Gemara
(Avodah  Zarah 19)  states,
"Whoever studies Torah,
Hakadosh  Baruch Hu
fulfills his desires..."™*

The tzaddikim of Slonim
zt'l teach:

Each hour of the day,
without Torah, is a zero. If
you study Torah for an
hour, you have a #1. If you
place that one before all the
zeros, it becomes a very
large number.

14. Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zy’a would say, “Someone
who doesn’t study Gemara is Wi 1p b I8 TN 1P e, "not a Yid,

and not even a human being."

He explained that this is the reason the brachah wawi in Shemonah
Esrei (the brachah for teshuvah) begins with a request for Torah, as we
say, TnMn° war nwi, because without Torah, one is ww N TN P L™
woyn P, "ot a Yid, and not even a human being."

It is written, 533 wo5m WNI 1M (Bereishis 10:10). Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai of Lelov zt'l would say that implied in this pasuk is the
importance of learning Gemara. 533 2% mwxy 1M “One should

begin with Talmud Bavli.”



Torah Wellsprings - Shmini 33

How do you place the
one hour of Torah at the
beginning, before all the
zeros? You do this when
you consider the time you
set aside for Torah as the
most important hour of
your day.

If you consider your
work more important, then

the one hour of Torah
comes after all the zeros,
and the number isn't large.
But if you consider this one
hour as the most crucial
hour of your day, this
places the #1 at the
beginning, and you have a
very large number, which
will result in a very great
reward.



)
TR
02 2"N"0 1910

ws B

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofersogood4(@gmail.com
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot. & SAME DAY SERVICE #

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates
347760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
Y
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

4 City fo 3
4 Per Hour H
4 School (out-c

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

T

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
L 845.364.0337
0 9145226793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 £
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

Estimate
Call now at 201+ 142 3136

il

LENNY ROSENFIELD

[ 845517.0300
52 inspections613@gmail.com

@J

LR HOME INSPECTIONS

(] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM
NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

FIRST/CLASS

LEASING

SSYGEH’S

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY)}

O WILLS & TRUSTS

© ELDER LAW

© PROBATE

0 TRUST ADMINISTRATION
0 HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

o ESTATE PLANNING

0 SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
0 ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel H

Haas & Zaltz, LLp

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Ari J. Zaltz, b

penden eﬁﬁ@shapseveralcompamestofm¢
Youthert covéngeandthe rlghtpnce. \

o

©347.618.5028
bookings@djkaej.com

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomn

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

@%Ilivan County Lahs

Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

Baneia 845-SAFE-H20
e PICKUPS AVAILABLE N MONSEY
A i Conpn ANDSURROUNDING ABEAS

www.sullivancountylabs.com

www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
‘ UNLIMITEDISRAEL
ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK

P: 845-371-9800

A
TELETECH

SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com



WE GO ABOVE & BEYOND & WE DO IT ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

ASK ABOUT OUR DIGITAL + SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com | P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601 | 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952






