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The Throne of Glory

The loops of the Mishkon hangings were made of techeiles, sky-blue thread. According
to the Gemora (Sota 17a), techeiles resembles the blue sea, which resembles the blue heavens,
which in turn resemble the Throne of Glory.

The concept of using the techeiles here, says Rav Levi Yitzchok, relates to the
construction of a house. It begins with the birth of a thought and an image in the mind of the
prospective owner. From there, it advances to the preparation of detailed plans that will be
the blueprint for the construction. Then the building is actually constructed according to the
blueprint. Finally, the owner moves into the house, and it fulfills its original purpose.

The construction of the Mishkon also followed these four stages. It all began with the
thought that emanated from the Throne of Glory, advanced to actual plans, was put into
action and resulted in the final structure. The techeiles was made as part of the Mishkon in its
finished form, the final stage of construction, to remind us of the sea, which is the symbol of
action, the third stage of construction. The sea then reminds us of the spreading heaven, the
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