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ParshasParshasParshasParshas BereishisBereishisBereishisBereishis

T his week we study about
Creation. What is the

purpose of Creation? We
look at the world and see
wonders all around. But what
is the purpose of it all? We
will use an analogy to

express our point:TorahWellsprings-Bereishis

A new complex was built on a
well-kept, green campus. No
one lived there yet, as the
construction was only recently
completed. A neighbor came
by to explore the new complex
and to discover its purpose.

This is what he saw:

One building had many
modern suites. He understood
that these were rooms for
sleeping. There was also a
large hall, with a kitchen next
to it. A third building was a

beis medresh.

The visitor concluded that the
purpose of this complex is
either a yeshiva, where
students will sit in the beis
medresh day and night,

studying Torah. Or it might be
a hotel, where people come to
rest up and relax from the

pressures of life.

These were the two
possibilities that come to his
mind, and the difference
between these two options is
vast. If it is a yeshiva, the
main building of the complex
is the beis medresh. The
dormitory and dining room are
so the bachurim will have

strength to study Torah.

But if it is a vacation resort,
the primary rooms are where
people can sleep and eat well.
The beis medresh is of
secondary in importance for
the vacationers, because even
on vacation, they will learn a
little, and daven with a

minyan.

This is the dilemma people
have when they study the
wonderful world Hashem
created. What is the purpose
of it all? Is it all just for
recreation, so people can
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indulge in the various
pleasures of life, or is there a
greater purpose: to serve
Hashem, to study Torah, etc.?

Some think the world is for
recreation. Others understand
the world was created for

serving Hashem.

Which approach is correct?

The Torah clarifies, úéùàøá
and Chazal say,äøåúä ìéáùá
úéùàø úàø÷ðù, the world was
created for Torah, for serving
Hashem. That is our primary
goal, everything else is

secondary.

YirasYirasYirasYiras ShamayimShamayimShamayimShamayim

The parashah begins with
íé÷ìà àøá úéùàøá, and theZohar
teaches that this means the
world was created foryiras
Shamayim (which is called
úéùàø, as it states,äîëç úéùàø
'ä úàøé). 1111 Therefore, our goal
should be to increaseyiras

Shamayim, and to guard
ourselves from all matters that

can weaken it.

The snake told Chavah,éë óà
...åðîî åìëàú àì íé÷ìà øîà(3:1).

The Chidushei HaRim zt’l
explains that the snake was
telling Chavah, “So what if
Hashem said you can’t eat
from the tree?! Does that mean
you have to listen? Must you
obey everything Hashem
says?” He was speaking
leitzanus, making light of our
responsibility and obligation to
be loyal to Hashem’s decrees.
The snake’s leitzanus
influenced Chavah and
brought her to sin. We see
from this how careful we must
be from hearing leitzanus
(mockery, making fun of our
devotion to Hashem). Such
talk cools ouryiras Shamayim.

And don’t think you hardly
ever hear people speaking

1. Chazal (Brachos 6:) say, לזה  לצוות  אלא נברא  לא העולם ,כל  “The world
was created solely to accommodate those who have yiras Shamayim.”

The reward for yiras Shamayim is immense. As it states (Tehillim 31:20),
ליראיך  צפנת  אשר טובך רב  ,מה “How great is the good that you concealed for
those who fear You.”
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leitzanus, because in subtle
ways, we hear people
speaking that way, all the
time. For example, if
someone repeatedly praises
those who are wealthy, and
they never praise Torah
scholars, concealed within
their conversations is the
mindset that success in this
world is important while
serving Hashem isn’t. That is

covert leitzanus.

Similarly, when one doesn’t
take seriously a Torah
obligation, and when someone
draws his attention to the
prohibition he laughs and
mocks the matter, that is
leitzanus. His mockery
resembles the snake’s claim,
“So what if Hashem
commanded?” It is leitzanus,
which influences others, too.

Someone was offered a good
paying job, but it would
require him to work among
people who didn't haveyiras
Shamayim, which would
certainly influence him and
weaken his own yiras
Shamayaim. He asked the

Chazon Ish zt’l whether he
should accept the position.
The Chazon Ish replied,
“Kaltkeit (being chilled, cold,
not devoted) to matters related
to yiras Shamayimis ìàå âøäé
øáòé.” This means it is
preferable to die than to attain
a callous attitude towards

yiras Shamayim.

BecomingBecomingBecomingBecoming aaaa HumanHumanHumanHuman BeingBeingBeingBeing

It states (Koheles 12:13), úà
íãàä ìë äæ éë ...àøé íé÷ìàä, “Fear
Hashem…for that is the

essence of man.”

Reb Elchanan Wassermanzt’l
hy’d (úåîáé úåøòä õáå÷ p.150)
explains that the pasuk is
saying that without yiras
Shamayimone isn’t a human
being. He is just a

human-like animal.

Reb Elchanan writes, “Don’t
think fearing Hashem is a
quality in mankind, and if
someone lacksyiras Hashem
he is also a human being, just
he lacks an important quality.
Rather, if a person doesn’t
have yiras Shamayim, he’s an
animal. He isn’t a person at
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all. As it states,...àøé íé÷ìà úà
íãàä ìë äæ éë ‘Fear
Hashem…for that is the

essence of man’ …”

Reb Elchanan Wasserman
continues:

“The greatness of a man is
determined by how muchyiras
Shamayimhe has — whether
he has a lot ofyiras Shamayim
or a little. If he has a lot, he
is a great person, and if he has
a little, he is a small person.
But if he doesn’t haveyiras
Shamayimat all, he isn’t a
person. He’s an animal, who

appears like a human.”

This matter doesn’t need
elaboration. We all know how
a person without yiras
Shamayim can act, and the
types of ideas he can come up
with. He is liable of
committing the worst sins —
against people and against
Hashem — because nothing

restrains him.

When Hashem created man
Hashem said,íãà äùòð “Let us
make man” (1:26). Hashem,

alone, created man! Why does
it say íãà äùòð in plural tense?

(seeRashi).

The Zohar explains that
Hashem was calling to the
entire creation, commanding
each aspect of creation to give
a part of their essence to form
man. This means within man
there are the traits of bears,
snakes, hawks, and all other
wild and cruel animals. Since
this is man’s makeup, this
means he has within him the
potential to act like all the
wild animals. One needs to tie
down a person with iron
chains, to restrain him from
the harm and damage he can
cause. The iron chain isyiras

Shamayim.

As Reb Elchanan Wasserman
writes, “When Hashem created
man He certainly created a
chain to tie him up, so he
won’t destroy the world. What
is that chain? It’s yiras
Shamayim. Only yiras
Shamayim can control man
that he shouldn’t act like a
wild animal. Nothing else can
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tame a person. Even if he is an
extremely wise philosopher
like Aristotle, his wisdom
won't control hisyetzer hara.

“Avraham told Avimelech
(Bereishis 20:11), úàøé ïéà ÷ø
äæä íå÷îá íé÷ìà, that only yiras
Hashemwas lacking [in Gror,
where Avimelech was king].
This means the people living
in Gror were wise, and they
had derech eretz. However,
that doesn’t help at all ifyiras

Shamayimis lacking.”

TheTheTheThe EyesEyesEyesEyes

The Rambam (Hilchos
Teshuvah4:4) teaches that it is
very hard to doteshuvahfor
not guarding the eyes, because
people don’t realize they did
anything wrong. The Rambam
writes, “There are fiveaveiros
that one probably will never
do teshuvah on them, since
these sins are deemed light
[and unimportant] in most
people’s eyes, and the one
who transgressed them thinks

he didn’t do anything wrong.
They are: … [#3] Looking at
arayos (women who are
forbidden to him). He thinks
he didn’t do anything wrong
[since he only looked, and he
didn’t perform any sin]. He
doesn’t know that looking at
arayos is a very severe sin,
because it leads to very grave
sins. As it states,éøçà åøåúú àìå
íëéðéò éøçàå íëááì, ‘Don’t stray
after your heart and after your

eyes…’”

In this week’s parashah,
Chavah sinned because of her
eyes. As it states (3:6),àøúå
àéä äååàú éëå ìëàîì õòä áåè éë äùàä
íéðéòì, “The woman saw the
tree was good to eat and it was

desirable for the eyes.”

Also, it states in this week’s
parashah(6:2), úà íé÷ìà éðá åàøéå
õøàä úåðá, “The íé÷ìà éðá saw the

girls of the land…”

According to Rashi’s second
explanation, íé÷ìà éðá means
malachim, angels.2222 They came

2. Rashi’s first translation of אלקים בני is והשופטים השרים  ,בני “the children
of the leaders and the judges.”



6666 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BereishisBereishisBereishisBereishis

to this world, sinned with their
eyes, and sinned with people
from this world. This resulted
with the mabul. Because one
can be extremely holy like the
malachim, but if he isn’t
cautious with his eyes he will

fall very low.

In contrast, 'ä éðéòá ïç àöî çðå,
“Noach found favor in
Hashem’s eyes” (6:8) because
he was careful with his eyes.

The Torah ends withìë éðéòì
ìàøùé, “before the eyes of the
Jewish nation” and begins
with úéùàøá, which indicates
fear of Heaven (as it states,
'ä úàøé äîëç úéùàø). So the
Torah ends with the eyes and
begins with yiras Shamayim.
This teaches us that guarding
the eyes is mesugal for

attainingyiras Shamayim.

Also, the connection
between ìàøùé ìë éðéòì and
úéùàøá teaches us that we
should make the ideal of
guarding the eyes,úéùàøá, a

first and top priority.

The Or HaChaim (6:3) teaches

that until the generation of the
Flood, Hashem would speak
with His creations directly, to
rebuke them and to direct
them onto the correct path. As
it states (Breishis3:14), 'ä øîàéå
ùçðä ìà (Bereishis3:16), íãàìå
øîà. Hashem spoke with Adam
and Chavah, with Kayin, and
even with the snake. All
creations were prophets, and
Hashem told them His
messages. However, when
people began sinning with
adultery, this changed. As the
Or HaChaim writes, “When
they committed the disgusting
and smelly sins of adultery…
and Hashem isäîéæ àðåù, hates
adultery, He stopped speaking
with them.” Keviyachol, it
became disgusting for Hashem
to talk directly with mankind,

so prophecy ended.

The Or HaChaim writes that
this is the meaning of the
pasuk (6:3), éçåø ïåãé àì 'ä øîàéå
íãàá, Hashem says he will no
longer talk directly to
mankind, and this is because

of their sins.
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The Or HaChaim adds that
there were generations when
Hashem spoke to the
tzaddikim, the nevi’im, “But
when the Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed, there is no more
nevuah. Nevertheless, there
was ruach hakadosh. But [in
even later generations] when
the eyes of the Jewish nation
closed, we don’t haveùãå÷ä çéø
(a scent of holiness) and
certainly we don’t haveçåø
ùãå÷ä (a spirit of holiness).
This is the greatest distress for
Bnei Yisrael — there is
nothing worse. They are
craving a scent from our
Father in heaven, to revive
their souls. This curse started
from the generation of the
mabul.” These words teach us
how distant we should keep

from arayos, and included in
this warning, is that we should

guard our eyes.

The tzaddikim of Chabad say,
“A ìãáð (the neshamos of
tzaddikim in Gan Eden and the
malachim) are jealous of a Yid
who lives in this world, and
struggles and strives to keep
his eyes pure when he walks

on the streets.”3333

This week’s parashah talks
about the tzaddik, Chanoch
(5:24). He wasniftar at the age
of 365, in a time when most
people wereniftar close to a
thousand years old. The Torah
writes,íé÷ìà åúåà ç÷ì éë åððéàå, “He
was no longer [in this world]

because Hashem took him.”

There are early sources that
say Hashem took Chanoch and

3. Chazal (Koheles Rabba 1:32) say, בידו  תאוותו וחצי  מת אדם ,אין  “A
person doesn’t die with half his desires attained.” Tzaddikim explained

that this phrase can mean, “No one ever died because he broke a taavah.”
Sometimes, people feel they simply must give in to their taavos, because
the urge is so strong, and how can they control themselves? The Gemara
calls the yetzer hara a mountain, because the yetzer hara makes it seem
like it is impossible to overcome a temptation. But the Gemara reveals that
nothing will happen, מת אדם  ,אין he won’t die, בידו  תאוותו ,וחצי if he fights
with his yetzer hara and refrains from his taavah.
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turned him into the malach
ïåøèèî. Tosfos (Yevamos16: ä"ã
÷åñô) quotes that opinion, and
asks from other sources that
state the malach ïåøèèî was
around since the six days of
Creation, long before Chanoch

was born.

The Shlah HaKadosh answers
that both sources are correct.
During the six days of
Creation, Hashem created the
malach Mitatron. Some
generations later, Chanoch was
born. He lived in the generation
of the Flood, when many
people were committing severe
sins. Despite the challenges and
corrupt trends of the time, he
remained loyal to Hashem. In
that merit Hakadosh Baruch Hu
united Chanoch with that

malachMitatron.

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

It states (2:5),íøè äãùä çéù ìëå
çîöé íøè äãùä áùò ìëå õøàá äéäé
íãàå õøàä ìò íé÷ìà 'ä øéèîä àì éë
äîãàä úà ãåáòì ïéà, “The trees of
the field didn’t yet come to

the earth, the grasses didn’t
yet sprout, because Hashem
didn’t yet bring rain to the
world, since man wasn’t [yet
in the world] to work the
land.” Rashi explains “Why
didn’t it rain? Because man
wasn’t in the world to work
the land and no one was there
to recognize the goodness of
rain. When Adam came and
he knew that the world needs
it, he prayed, it rained, and

trees and grass grew.”

Rashi explains that Hashem
created the trees and the grass
on the third day of Creation,
and they were waiting, ready,
under the ground, but needed
rain to sprout. When Adam
was created on the sixth day,
he recognized the need for
rain, he prayed and then all
flora grew to their full height.

We learn from this that we need
prayer for all our needs. The
salvation is ready and waiting,
and Hashem gives it to us after

we pray and request it.4444

4. In Shemonah Esrei we say באמת בשמך הבוטחים לכל  טוב  שכר  ,ותן “Give
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We can explain this with a
mashal:

The babysitter gave a crying
baby a bottle. The baby
sucked on the bottle for a
second or two and then pushed
it away, crying hysterically.
The babysitter doesn’t know
what she can do. Apparently,
the baby doesn’t want to eat.
The baby is dry, so what could
be the problem? She tried
unsuccessfully for two hours

to calm the baby.

When the mother came home,
she showed the baby sitter that
the nipple on the bottle was
closed. It needed to be pricked
with a needle for the formula
to flow out. The baby was
hungry, but the formula

wasn’t forthcoming.

The nimshal is, there is
parnassahand good prepared
for all Yidden, but it is up to

the person to open the hole, so
the bounty will come. It is

opened withtefillah.

The first pasuk of the Torah,
úàå íéîùä úà íé÷ìà àøá úéùàøá
õøàä, begins with a'á and ends

with a 'ö. The final pasuk of
the Torah,ìë éðéòì ...ä÷æç ãéä ìëìå
ìàøùé begins with a'å and ends
with a 'ì. These letters spell
åìöá, “with prayer”. Reb Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeldzt’l said
that this implies that for
success in Torah studies one

also needs prayers.

It states in this week’s
parashah (2:7), ùôðì íãàä éäéå
äéç and Onkelus explains,úåäå
àììîî çåøì íãà, “Man was a
spirit that spoke”. The ability
to speak is what makes
mankind greater than the
animal kingdom. Thepasuk
that calls Adam aäéç ùôð or
a àììîî çåø refers to when he
was alone in the world.

a good reward for all those who trust in Your name, truthfully.” Why do we
have to pray for them to receive a good reward? Reb Moshe Leib Sassover
zt’l explains that since they have bitachon, they don’t pray. But without
prayer, one doesn’t receive. Therefore, we pray for them that Hashem
should fulfill all their needs.
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Chavah wasn’t created yet.
Nevertheless, he is praised for
his unique strength to speak.
But speak to whom? No one

was around!

It must be that the
specialness of man is his
ability to speak to Hashem
with tefillos. To ask Him for
all his spiritual and material
needs, and then Hashem will

grant them to him.

BringingBringingBringingBringing TishreiTishreiTishreiTishrei AlongAlongAlongAlong WithWithWithWith
youyouyouyou forforforfor thethethethe EntireEntireEntireEntire YearYearYearYear

In the zemirosof Friday night
(ïéçáùá øîæà) we say, àååòø àäé
äéîò ìò éøùúã äéî÷, which can be
translated, "It should be His
will that éøùú should remain
with His nation the entire
year". The inspiration,
blessings, and emunah we
acquired in this month should

last for the entire year.

There was a Stoliner chassid
who spent yom tov with the
Beis Aharon of Stolin zt’l.
When he returned home
people asked him, “How did

your yom tov pass?”

He replied, “The yom tov
didn’t pass. It went inside

me.”

In the yom tovtefillos we say,
êéùã÷ éãòåî ... åðé÷ìà 'ä åðìéçðäå,
“You gave us as an inheritance
Your holy holidays…” An
inheritance is something one
takes wth him. Now that the
holidays are over we are left
with the inheritance, to take it
along with us for the rest of

the year.

íéúåáò means heavy ropes,
strong cords. The wordíéúåáò
is stated twice in Tanach. It
states (Tehillim 118:27),åøñà
íéúåáòá âç, that we should bind
the holiday to us with ropes so
it doesn’t depart. Another
pasuk is (Tehillim 2:3), ä÷úðð
åîéúåáò åðîî äëéìùðå åîéúåøñåî úà,
“We will rip off the cords and
throw off the ropes.” The
Imrei Emes zt’l explains that
these pesukim describe two
opposite kinds of people. After
Simchas Torah there are those
who say, “Let’s throw off all
ropes and rid ourselves from
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all exalted inspirations we
experienced on yom tov. We
want to be free.” Others seek
to bind the holiday to them, so

it never leaves them.

The Pnei Menachemzt’l said,
“People try hard to tie the yom
tov to them. Actually, the yom
tov never leaves us. The
problem is that we leave the
yom tov. Our goal should be
to bind ourselves to the yom
tov. This is the meaning of
íéúåáòá âç åøñà, we should bind
ourselves to the yom tov, and

not seek to depart.

There was a foolish man
called Mottel. Everyone
called him øòð ìèåî, “Mottel
the fool.” Mottel was engaged
for marriage, and on the day

of his chuppah people saw
him crying.

“Why are you crying?” people
asked him.

He replied, “Now everyone
is calling me Mottel Chasan,
but I know that in a week’s
time everyone will go back
to call me Mottel the fool”.
Rebbe Hirsh of Ziditchovzt’l
told this mashal. Thenimshal
is: During Tishrei we became
wiser, we did teshuvah, but
soon afterwards, we return to
our old, foolish ways. We
need to exert effort to
remain with the inspiration,
growth, and with thekabalos
we made, so they will
remain with us throughout

the year.5555

5. Someone driving along the highway stopped at a gas station to fill
his car with gas. After his car was filled, he parked at the side of the

gas station and said, “I like it here. It's a good place. People come and fill
up their cars with gas… Why should I leave?”
Someone explained to him, “The purpose of the gas is to travel further, not
to stay in one place.”
We just had a Tishrei, we did great mitzvos, and we climbed to higher
heights. The purpose isn't to remain there forever. It’s time to move on,
and to use the inspiration we acquired for the rest of the year.
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Try,Try,Try,Try, Try,Try,Try,Try, AgainAgainAgainAgain

Chazal (Bereishis Rabba3:7)
state, “Hashem created worlds
and destroyed them, until He

created this world.”

This is hinted at in the
pasuk (Tehillim 105:8), øáã
øåã óìàì äåö. For a thousand
years Hashem was creating
worlds, but they weren’t to
His likings, until this world

was created.

What can we learn from this?

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitzzt’l
said that this teaches people to
continue trying. Even if you
failed a thousand times, try
again. Perhaps this time you

will succeed.

During the yomim nora’im,

and Succos, many people
made kabalos, good
resolutions, that will help them

become better people.

But it so much easier to
revert to our old habits.
Changes are hard. Often,
when Shabbos Bereishis
comes around, we realize that
we aren’t keeping up with all
the resolutions and plans for
improvement that we made at

the beginning of the year.

But that doesn’t mean our
teshuvahfailed. The process of
teshuvahis to fall, and to pick
ourselves up, and to try again.
Perhaps this time we will
succeed to make thiskabalah
a new routine. If we fall, we
can raise ourselves a third

time, and a fourth time.6666

6. Chazal say, “Whoever says שירה  everyפרק day, I testify, is a ben
Olam HaBa. He will merit learning and teaching Torah, and he will

remember Torah. He will be saved from the yetzer hara and merit to see
the era of Moshiach…” Why is saying שירה soפרק special?
Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa zt’l explains, “When a person sins, he loses his
tzelem Elokim and he appears like a ,בהמה  rachmana litzlan. Sometimes
he sins so much, until his appearance takes on the image of a rodent (שרץ )
or other non-kosher animals. If he can sing to Hashem from that lowly level
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Shabbos by Minchah we read
the beginning of the next
week’s parasah, but we don’t
finish the parashah. On
Monday and Thursday, we
begin theparashahagain, but
we don’t finish it. On Shabbos
we start from the beginning a
fourth time and this time we
finish the parashah. This
indicates that one should start
over and over again. In the

end he will succeed.

The Torah begins with
úéùàøá. This means he should
have úéùàø 'á, two beginnings.
If he wasn't successful with
his first beginning, he should
try again a second time.
Perhaps this time he will

keep to his resolves.

We can also explain that the
Torah it hinting that even if
one is up to 'á- stage two,
because he tried once and
failed, he should start again.

ReadjustingReadjustingReadjustingReadjusting

An English Yid owned many
houses in the Golders Green
neighborhood. He was
cautious to rent them out to
people he trusted would pay

the rent.

Around eighty years ago, the
economy was very slow and
many of his apartments were
vacant. He decided it was time
to be less fussy about potential
tenants, and he rented his
homes to the lower class

citizens too.

One tenant didn’t pay the rent
for three or four months, so he
brought him to court. The
court asked the tenant, “What
do you have to say for
yourself?”
The tenant replied, “I don’t
owe him anything. The water
in the house broke. The
wallpaper began falling off the
walls. When the winter began,
we discovered the heating

for all the kindness Hashem does for him, he deserves all the rewards
Chazal list.
Because that is the highest level: to pick oneself up and to serve and praise
Hashem, from no matter which level one falls to.
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doesn’t work either. The
landlord didn’t want to pay to
fix the apartment, so I had to
do so myself. I deducted what
I invested in his apartment
from the rent. That’s the
reason I didn’t pay rent these

past few months.”

The judge was inclined to
agree with this tenant, and to
absolve him from the debt.
The judge said, “If you paid
the rent at the beginning of
your rental period, that means
you were serious about
renting the apartment, and
only due to the circumstances
you mentioned you stopped
the payments. However, if
you never paid rent, that
means you never planned on
paying, and you must pay all

the rent due”.

Reb Elchanan Helprin zt’l,
Rav of Radomishle, who lived
in Golders Green, would
repeat this story to teach the
following lesson:
On Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur people did teshuvah

and took on kabalos for the
new year. But very soon they
come up with many excuses to
explain why they aren’t
keeping their resolves.
Hardships ofparnassah…, the
children…, my chavrusah…,
the kollel, etc. etc. If in the
beginning of the year you tried
to stick to your commitments
this means you were sincere
when those kabalos were
made, and perhaps your
excuses are valid. However, if
from the very beginning you
never kept your promise, that
proves the teshuvah wasn't
sincere. It is evident that deep
down, you never planned on

keeping thosekabalos.

It’s indeed true that sometimes
a person has to readjust the
kabalos that he made at the
beginning of the year, to make
them more practical. When he
made thekabalos, he thought
he could keep them. But in
real life, he sees he can’t.
Shabbos Bereishis, is a good
time to readjust thekabalosto

a degree you can keep.
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LightLightLightLight fromfromfromfrom thethethethe DarknessDarknessDarknessDarkness

Hashem told Kayin,áéèú íà
úàù, “If you improve, you will
reach even higher levels”.
People are upset when they
fall from their kabalos, from
the levels they aspired to
attain. But they should know
that this is the path of the
world. If they keep on trying,
they will reach very high
levels. The darkness they are
going through (their downs)
will become a springboard
towards attaining even greater
levels, which they couldn’t
attain if it weren’t for the fall.

As Chazal (Zohar vol.2 184.)
says, åâî àìà ÷éôðã àøåäð àëéì
àëåùç, “Light shines solely
from darkness”. If it weren’t
for the darkness, they

wouldn’t get to the light.

The parashahbegins, ...úéùàøá
øåà éäé íé÷ìà øîàéå ...êùçå åäáå åäú.
We can explain, at the
beginning of one’s avodas
Hashem, there isêùçå åäáå åäú,

darkness, emptiness, and
confusion. He is just
beginning serving Hashem,
and he still has many bad
ways and tendencies. The
Midrash (seeBereishis Rabba
23:5) says êùçå åäáå åäú
represents the bad deeds of
the resha’im. This is where he
is holding at the beginning of
his avodas Hashem. He still
has a long way to go. But if
he will continue serving
Hashem, Hashem will say
“Let there be light” and he
will reach very high levels in

his avodas Hashem. 7777

Chazal (Avodah Zarah 8.)
teach, “The day Adam was
created, the sun set. Adam
said, ‘Woe is my portion! The
world is turning dark because
of my sin. The world will
revert to being åäáå åäú, void
and emptiness.’ He sat and
cried all night. But then
daybreak came. He said, ‘This

is the way of the world.’”

7. The Lechovitzer zt’l explained, ,ויאמר one should pray and say אלקים

אור ,יהי  “Hashem! Let there be light!” And Hashem will help him.
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To explain this, we quote Reb
Tzaddok HaCohen (Tzidkas

HaTzaddik11):

“We learn from the creation
of the world that it is always
night before day… Because
man’s life is a mixture of
darkness and light, day and
night. This is the cycle, with
darkness coming first,
because the shell comes

before the fruit…”

At the first sunrise of Adam’s
life, he learned that the world
runs with a cycle — and also
avodas Hashemhas a cycle.
There are dark times, and
there is light. Therefore, even
if one fell he can lift himself

up again.

We add that even when it is
very dark, one should seek
ways to bring light into that
dark situation. We learn this
from Adam HaRishon. The
first night of his existence he
created fire and illuminated
the darkness. As it states
(Yerushalmi Brachos 8:5),
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave
intelligence into Adam’s

heart. He took two stones and
rubbed them together and a
fire came forth, and he made
a brachah on it.” Adam
didn’t wait until daytime
came. He made attempts to
bring light into the darkness.
Similarly, when one falls
from his avodas Hashemit is
possible to enlighten the
situation by strengthening
oneself to serve Hashem,
doing what he can, from
where he is. By doing so, he
turns the darkness into light.

AAAA PasulPasulPasulPasul SeferSeferSeferSefer TorahTorahTorahTorah

On Simchas Torahæ"òùú, a
congregation had only one
sefer Torah, so they asked one
of the mispallelim to bring his
own, personal sefer Torah to
the shul for thehakafos, so
they could dance with it, and
read from it, and he agreed to

do so.

But during the hakafos, a
person dancing with the
borrowed sefer Torah
accidentally dropped the sefer
Torah. The joy that was in
everyone’s heart quickly left
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them. The person who
dropped the sefer Torah felt
very sad. He left the beis
medresh and went to mope at

home, in his bed.

Then kriyas haTorah began.
They first read äëøáä úàæåfrom
the shul’s sefer Torah. Then
they took out the borrowed
sefer Torah to readúéùàøá.
They saw the first three
words íé÷ìà àøá úéùàøá were
missing from this sefer Torah!
This meant it wasn’t a real
sefer Torah. It was like a
Chumash, because without the
first three words, the sefer
Torah was pasul. They
immediately ran to tell the
person who was moping at his
home that he can come back
to the beis medresh. He didn’t

drop a sefer Torah.

The owner of that sefer Torah
asked his sofer, “How did you
make such a mistake and leave

out the first three words?”

The sofer replied, “When you
ordered the sefer Torah, I told
you that some people have the
custom to leave out the first

three words, so they can honor
respected rabbanim to fill in
those words. I asked you
whether you want that, and

you said you did…”

We can learn from this story
an important lesson. After the
yomim nora’impass, and after
the exalted days of Succos
and Shmini Atzeres are over,
people often feel exalted,
distant from sin. Therefore
when they suddenly fall from
their levels, in their heart,
they consider it like a sefer
Torah fell. They ask
themselves, “How could I

have fallen so drastically?”

Every Yid is like a sefer
Torah, as Chazal (Shabbos
105:) state, “Whoever is
present when the soul departs
from a person must tear his
clothing, for it is comparable
to a sefer Torah being
burned.” So when he falls
from his levels he is sad; it
feels as if a sefer Torah fell.

Their disappointment is
because they don’t recognize
their actual level. They think
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they are on a high level, but it
isn’t so. They are missing
even the úéùàøá, the very
beginning stages of being a

Yid.

We should tell him, “Why do
you cry? The sefer Torah was
never kosher. You were born
with faults, with natural
tendencies that aren’t good…
and you still have those traits.
You aren’t a kosher sefer
Torah, like you think you are,
and therefore you shouldn’t be
shocked and surprised that you

fell from your levels.

By every part of creation it
states, áåè éë íé÷ìà àøéå,
“Hashem saw it was good.”
But when man was created,
the Torah doesn’t sayíé÷ìà àøéå
áåè éë. The Yismach Moshezt’l
(êéòø åø÷é äî éìå é"à ä"ã) explains
that this is because a person
wasn’t created good. He has
many faults. He must become
good on his own, by
improving his ways.
Therefore, Hashem says,äùòð
íãà, “Let us make man.” It is
written in plural, because man

must do his share in making
himself into a man. With these
thoughts in mind, he won’t be
so surprised when he falls
from his levels, and this will
give him encouragement to
just pick himself up again and

to try again.

In Yom Kippur Minchah we
read parashas Kedoshimfrom
the Torah, which tells about
the prohibitions of arayos,
forbidden marriages. Why do
we need to be reminded of
these matters, at this holy
time? Presumably, at this
exalted time of Yom Kippur,
people don’t have these kinds
of tests in mind, so why must

we discuss them?

The answer is, now he
doesn’t have a test, but what
will be in a couple of months
from now? Then it is likely
he will have tests, and we
encourage him to know that
when he passes those tests, it
sanctifies him as though it

were Yom Kippur.

Another answer is simply
because we should never
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underestimate theyetzer hara,
and the reality of our levels.
Hashem loves us, and accepts
our teshuvah, but that
shouldn’t blind us from the
awareness that our bodies and
our yetzer haracan entice us
at any day and at any time to
do the worst. This can happen
even on Yom Kippur. We
didn’t become angels. And
therefore, tests should be

expected.

DespairDespairDespairDespair

As we’ve discussed, the world
was created with day and
night, light and darkness. Also
in avodas Hashem, there are
ups and downs. One shouldn’t
be afraid by a fall, because
that is simply part of the
growth process. If he picks
himself up again he can reach

high levels.

The greatest problem is when
one falls from his avodas
Hashem, despairs, and feels he
can never rise up from there.
That perspective is very
dangerous, because he might

actually remain there, in his
fallen state.

Reb Gad’l Eisnerzt’l would
say, “I'm not so afraid of an
aveirah. I am more afraid of
the äøéáò úøøåâ äøéáò, how one
sin draws the next.” Because
after one sins, he becomes sad
and upset with himself and
now he is eligible to commit

even worse sins.

The Yesod HaAvodah (vol.2,
6) writes in a letter, “Years
ago, in a war, the general
received a letter saying that
the enemy was winning the
war, and had broken through
their military strongholds.
The general became very
down, and he told his wife

about the letter.

“She replied, ‘I also received a
letter. It came just this minute.
It tells of a greater loss than

what you told me.’

‘Really! What does it say?’

‘It says that in addition to
losing that fort, you lost
your enthusiasm and spirit
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(your èäåî) and that is the
greatest loss.’8888

EvenEvenEvenEven AfterAfterAfterAfter CommittingCommittingCommittingCommitting SevereSevereSevereSevere
SinsSinsSinsSins

Even if a person committed a
severe sin, he shouldn’t
despair. He can still serve

Hashem.

The Torah states (3:7)åøôúéå
úåøåâç íäì åùòéå äðàú äìò,
“[Adam and Chavah] sewed
fig leaves, and made belts

for themselves.”

Rashi explains that only the
fig tree permitted Adam and
Chavah to cover themselves
with its leaves, because the fig

8. It states in this week’s parashah (6:6), בארץ  האדם את עשה כי  ה' וינחם 

לבו  אל  ,ויתעצב “Hashem regretted creating man on earth and his heart
was sad.” Whose heart became sad?
Generally, we explain that it is referring to Hashem’s heart. He was sad
and upset that He made man. But this s difficult, because במקומו  וחדוה  ,עוז
before Hashem there is always solely joy.
The Beis Yisrael zt’l said that it is referring to man’s heart. The המבול  דור

were very happy people because they weren’t lacking anything. As the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 108.) says, “The generation of the Flood were haughty
because of all the good Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave them. As it states (Iyov
21), ‘There was no fear in their homes, and Hashem’s punishment didn’t
come to them. Their bulls impregnated without fail, and the cows didn’t
miscarry. They send their children out like sheep, and the children would
dance about. They raised their voices like drums and harps, and they
rejoice to the sound of a flute. Their days were spent with goodness, and
their years were pleasant.’”
The Gemara says that this abundance of good led them to rebel against
Hashem. They said to Hashem (Iyov 21), ‘Go away from us. We don’t want
to know Hashem’s ways. Who is Hashem that we should serve Him, and
what bad will happen to us if we rebel against Him?”
The Beis Yisrael explains that Hashem wanted to punish them, but there’s
a rule that when one is happy, nothing bad can befall him. Therefore,
לבו  אל ,ויתעצב Hashem made mankind become sad, and now affliction can
befall them.
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tree was the Tree of
Knowledge, which they sinned
with. Other trees didn’t permit

them to take their leaves.

Tosfos (Sanhedrin70: äá ä"ã)
elaborates that Adam tried
taking the leaves from other
trees, but those trees pushed
him away, saying, “This is the
person who sinned… He is a
thief…” Only the fig tree
allowed him to take the leaves.

Reb Ben Tzion Apter zt’l
explained that when the trees
were ridiculing Adam, calling
him a sinner and a thief,
Chazal say he took from the
fig tree. This hints that he
put his thumb between his
fingers and told them “âééô à. 9999

I don’t care what you say. I
am not allowing myself to
become dejected because of
your words. I will be happy
and serve Hashem with a

happy spirit.”

Similarly, the Divrei Shmuel

zt’l explains, úåøåâç íäì åùòéå,
“They made belts” means they
girded themselves (øòèðåà êéæ
èìèøàâòâ). They didn’t allow
themselves to fall into the

abyss of despair.

The Ruzhiner zt’l told the
following story:

There was a Russian Czar who
suffered from a phobia. He
was always afraid that people
were chasing after him,
seeking to kill him. Whenever
he traveled, he had soldiers
stand guard, to scout out the
area. When the Czar came
there, the soldiers would tell
him the area was safe, and the
Czar would ride through.
Once, a soldier checked an
area in a forest, and saw that
there were no enemies of the
Czar around. It was safe for
the Czar to pass through. He
waited at his post for the

Czar’s arrival.

9. This is an expression people say while holding the thumb between
the index finger and the middle finger. פייג meansא “a fig” and the

expression is used to imply, “I don’t care what you say.”
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The sun was shining brightly,
and the soldier was very hot.
There was a lake nearby. The
officer took off his clothes and
bathed in the lake, and drank
from the water. He figured he
could get back to his post in
time, before the Czar arrives.

The Czar arrived when he
was still in the river. Still
undressed, he rushed to his
post to tell the Czar that the
coast was clear, and the Czar
can ride safely by. The Czar
was angry with the soldier.
“Don’t you know that it is
disrespectful to stand before
me without clothing?”
The soldier replied, “I know
that. However I figured that
this shouldn’t prevent me
from telling you that the
coast is clear and you can
ride by. Why should you

wait, on my account?”

The nimshal is, we shouldn’t
ever allow past sins to prevent
us from serving Hashem in the
present. Even if we became
naked because of our sins, this
doesn’t permit us to be lax

from doing our service before
Hashem that we are obligated

to do.

Adam said to Hashem
(3:10-11),àøéàå ïâá éúòîù êìå÷ úà
àáçàå éëðà íåøéò éë, “I heard Your
voice in the garden and I was
afraid because I am naked, so

I hid.”

He was also spiritually naked
because of his sin, and he
didn’t feel worthy to stand

before Hashem.

Hashem replied,éë êì ãéâä éî
äúà íåøéò, “Who told you that

you are naked?”

Hashem was saying, “Who
told you that this is a valid
reason not to stand before Me?
When I summon for you, you
have missions to fulfill. Even
if you are naked due to sins,
that doesn’t exempt you from
doing what is incumbent on

you to do.”

Focus on the Future

The first letter of a sefer Torah
is a 'á. The 'áis closed on three
sides, and the open side is in
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front. This hints that one
shouldn’t look back at what
happened in the past. His
focus should be on the future,

to make the future better.

The 'áhas an edge pointing
backwards. This hints that one
should look a back only a little
bit, so he can learn from his
past mistakes. But the primary
focus should be to make the

future better.

In this week’s parashah,
Kayin was distressed because
Hashem didn’t accept his
korban. Hashem told him (4:6)
êéðô åìôð äîì, “Why has your

face fallen?”10101010

The Seforno explains,
“[Hashem was telling him]
when something doesn’t work
out well, it isn’t proper to
cry over the past. Rather,

one should try to improve in
the future.”

On Simchas Torah we finish
the Torah and we
immediately begin reading
Parshas Bereishis. The
Abudraham explains that this
is so the Satan shouldn’t say,
“Look at the Jewish nation!
They are celebrating that
they completed the Torah.
They are happy to throw off
their yoke of Torah from
their shoulders.” Therefore,
we immediately begin the
Torah again, to show we are
happy with the Torah, and
not that we are happy
because we finished, and we
don’t have to study anymore

Torah, chalilah.

Similarly, the Maharshah
(Avodah Zarah 19 ÷éìñ ä"ã
àøôñ) writes that at asiyum

10. Hashem’s name isהוי "ה  on man’s face, in various ways (as this is
described in Zohar vol.3 129: and other sources). One way is that

each eye represents the letter ,יו "ד  the nose represents a ,וא "ו  together it
is gematriya ,כ"ו  26, the same gematriya as Hashem’s name .הוי"ה  However,
when one is sad, and it is פניך  ,נפלו the nose becomes long like a long .נו"ן 
Now Hashem’s name isn’t on his face anymore.
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the custom is to immediately
begin anothermasechta. This
is so the Satan shouldn’t
claim we are rejoicing that
we finished the tractate, and
that we don’t have to study
Torah anymore. We
immediately begin another
masechta, to show we are

happy with the Torah.

To express this in other words:
The primary joy of asiyum,
and of Simchas Torah, is that
we are beginning another
section in Torah. Our joy isn’t
that we finished, rather that we

are beginning again.

Our joy is our focus on the
future. If we look back, we
may feel upset that we didn’t
study well enough. There were
parshiyosof the Torah that we
didn’t study with Rashi, and
there were pages of the
Gemara that we didn’t really
understand, etc. But when our
focus is on the future, we can

always be joyous.

Someone told the Kotzkerzt’l
that he doesn’t have any
reason to be happy on

Simchas Torah because he
doesn’t study Torah. The
Kotzker told him, “The
primary joy is that we are
beginning to study the Torah.
No one can claim that he
finished studying the Torah...”

The meforshim ask: Why is
the calendar arranged that we
read Bereishis on the Shabbos
after Simchas Torah?
Wouldn’t it be more ideal if
we would read Bereishis on
the first Shabbos after Rosh
Hashanah? As we begin a new
year, we should begin with a

new Chumash!

One explanation is we want to
conceal from the Satan when
the new year began, so he
won’t know that these are days

of judgment.

The Shinover Rav zt’l and
Rebbe Yehoshua of Belz zt’l
gave another explanation for
the custom to read Bereishis
specifically after Succos. They
explain that people look back
at the days of Tishrei, and they
are often upset that they didn’t
take advantage of these days
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as they could have. We tell
themúéùàøá, don’t worry about
the past. You can begin now.

Ideally, the Jewish people
should have immense fear of
Hashem on Rosh Hashanah,
deep remorse andteshuvahon
Yom Kippur, ecstatic joy on
Succos, and these emotions
should last with us the entire
year. But what should a person
do if Tishrei passed without
fear, teshuvah, and joy? The
Arugas HaBosemzt’l teaches
that the regret one has when
he wishes he had used those
days better, brings those days
back to him, so he can
experience fear,teshuvah, and
joy, any time in the year. He
can be in the middle of
Cheshvan, or at the end of
Iyar, and he thinks back to the
holy month of Tishrei, and he
tells himself: Why didn’t I use
those days better? If only I
had taken advantage of those
holy times! Thinking in that
manner, brings those holy
days back. It may be
Cheshvon or Iyar, etc., and he
will experience the fear,

teshuvah, and simchah that is
typical for the month Tishrei.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 95:)
states that Yaakov Avinu
arrived in Charan and
remembered that he didn’t
stop to pray on Har HaMoriah.
He turned around to go back.
Immediately,õøàä åì äöô÷, Har
HaMoriah jumped back and
came to him. The Arugas
HaBosem explains that a
similar thing happens when
one yearns for Tishrei. When
one yearns for those days, and
he regrets not taking
advantage of them, the days
will jump back to him, so he
can have the holy emotions of
fear, teshuvah, and joy,

throughout the year.

EverythingEverythingEverythingEverything isisisis forforforfor thethethethe GoodGoodGoodGood

Motzei Rosh Hashanah,å"òùú,
Bnei Brak, 1:30 a.m. The
#402 bus stop to
Yerushalayim was full of
people waiting to go home.
The last bus was scheduled to
pick them up at 1:15, and it
was already 1:30, with no bus
in sight. They feared they and



26262626 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BereishisBereishisBereishisBereishis

their children may end up
spending the night in Bnei
Brak. Many of them didn’t
have any place to go to. A bus
finally came by, but it was
#318, which goes to Rechovot.
They were all disappointed.

Some people pleaded with the
driver to haverachmanusand
take them to Yerushalayim. At
first the driver said that it was
impossible, he has a route to
follow, but then he said, “You
know what, I agree.” He
changed the number of his bus
to 402, and the crowd started
boarding. As they boarded the
bus they all blessed the driver
for his kindness. They wished
him a good year, ag’mar
chasimah tovah, a goodkvittel,
and any otherbrachah they

could think of.

On the way, one of the
passengers asked the driver
why he agreed to take them
when he would probably get
into trouble with the bus
company. He replied, “The
company was aware that there

were many people waiting at
the bus stop to go to
Yerushalayim, and that the last
bus out of Bnei Brak didn’t
leave, so they sent me to do
the run. But I knew that when
I will show up with a #402
everyone will be angry with
me for coming late. You
wouldn’t know that it wasn't
my fault, and that I was just
sent. You would all curse me.
I showed up bearing #318, so
you would think I’m going to
Rechovot, and that I changed
my mind to help you. As you
saw, everyone blessed me
when they came onto the bus,
instead of cursing me. I
received so manybrachos for
the new year, I’m certain that

it will be a good one!”

The lesson is to know that
everything Hashem sends our
way is for our benefit. When
the people at the bus stop saw
#318, they thought it was bad
for them, but even that bus
was sent to bring them home.
In the same way, there are
episodes in life that appear
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negative, but in retrospect we
discover that they were all for

our good. 11111111

MaavirMaavirMaavirMaavir SidrahSidrahSidrahSidrah

Shulchan Aruch states
(Shulchan Aruch 285):
"Although one hears the
entire parashah when it is
read in the [beis medresh], he
is obligated to read it
himself, twice the parashah
and once Onekulus…
Someone who fears Heaven

will also read Rashi…"

This is called to bemaavir
sidrah, to review theparashah
that will be read on Shabbos.
Twice the pasuk and once
Onkelus will take about a
half-hour or forty-five
minutes. It isn’t all that long,

and the mitzvah is great.
Ideally, one should study

Rashi too.

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz
zy'a advised studying every
day a portion of theparashah
with Rashi. For example,
Sunday, he should study the
first aliyah with Rashi. On
Monday study from éðùto
éùéìù, and so on. Reb
Yissacher Dov taught that
someone who follows this
practice is guaranteed that he
will not transgress severe sins
that day. (Reb Yissacher Dov
would study theparashahthis
way, while wearing Rabbeinu

Tam tefillin.)

The Or LaShamayim(from
Rebbe Meir’l Apter zt’l)

11. This story also teaches a lesson for askanim, who think they
accomplish so much with their attempts and strategies, and they forget

that they are but a puppet in Hashem’s hands, and ultimately Hashem does
everything. The "askanim" in this story spoke with the bus driver, and they
thought they convinced him to go to Yerushalayim, but they didn’t do
anything, since the bus driver's original plan was to go to Yerushalayim.
Similarly, askanim think that they are accomplishing so much, when they
are just enabling Hashem's original plan to go through. Although we
appreciate their efforts, and they will be rewarded for being the shaliach,
they should humbly be aware of how everything is from Hashem.
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teaches that whoever is
cautious to bemaavir sidrah
Friday morning, and he also
cuts his fingernails lekavod
ShabbosFriday morning, he's
guaranteed that he will not
transgress severe sins in the

upcoming week.

At the beginning of Parshas
Shemosit states, éðá úåîù äìàå
ìàøùé. The Baal HaTurim said
that these letters areroshei
teivosfor íéðù øãñä ãîåì øùà íãàå
äéçé øéùé íéòð ìå÷á íåâøú ãçàå àø÷î
íìåòì íéëåøà úåáø íéðù, "One who
studies theparashah, twice the
pesukim and once Onkelus,
and sings it sweetly, will live

a long satisfying life."

Why is this mitzvah alluded to
at the beginning ofParshas
Shemos? Wouldn’t it be better
to suggest it in Parshas
Bereishis, so we can be
cautious the entire year to be

maavir sidrah?

Perhaps the Torah is teaching
us that even if a few months
have already passed since the
beginning of the new year, and
one realizes that he hasn't yet

performed the mitzvah of
reviewing the parshah, íéðù
íåâøú ãçàå àø÷î, he shouldn’t
give up. He can start now,
with Parshas Shemos. But
obviously, fortunate are those
who keep this halachah from

the beginning of the year.

ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos

Reb Simchah Kaplan zt’l
relates that as abachur he
learned in yeshivas Mir, and
he would eat meals by a
couple who had only one son.

One Friday morning, thebaal
habayis was getting ready to
go to the marketplace for
business. His wife told him,
"Remember it’s Friday. Come

home early."

When Reb Simchah Kaplan
returned home from the
yeshiva, around noontime, he
saw that the baal habusta
standing at the window,
anxiously waiting for her

husband to return home.

"Why are you worried?" Reb
Simcha asked her. "There are
many hours left to Shabbos."
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"Since you asked, I will tell
you our story and you will
understand why I’m so
concerned. We didn’t have
children for many years. After
many prayers and tears, our
only son was born, but
doctors told us that our baby
was born with a hole in his
heart. They said he wouldn’t
live long. The doctors advised
us to go to Vilna, where
there’s a cardiac specialist.
We traveled to Vilna. This
renowned doctor gave us the
same diagnosis: Our son has a
hole in his heart, and there

isn’t a cure.

"We went to the Chofetz
Chaim, and told him of our
plight. The Chofetz Chaim
said, 'What do you want
from me? I can’t be

mechayeh meisim?'

"The Chofetz Chaim's
grandson was in the room at
the time, and he pleaded for
us. He said to his grandfather,
'This couple was childless for
many years, and this is their

first child. We can't just send
them away without a solution.'

"The Chofetz Chaim told us,
'Accept on yourselves to bring
Shabbos in early, and you will

merit miracles.'

"My husband and I
immediately committed
ourselves to do so. While still
standing in front of the
Chofetz Chaim, we already
perceived some improvement
in our son. By the time we
returned to Krakow, where we
lived, he was completely well.

"The doctor in Krakow was
shocked when he saw our
baby. We told him that the
Chofetz Chaim performed the
miracle, in the merit of
Shabbos. The doctor said,
'Please go back to Vilna, and
show the doctor what
happened to your son. It is
simply a miracle. I will pay

for your trip…'

"We went back to Vilna. At
first, the doctor didn’t believe
that this was the same child.



30303030 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BereishisBereishisBereishisBereishis

We explained to him that our
son recovered in the merit of
Shabbos and due to the
Chofetz Chaim's blessings.
The doctor said, 'the Chofetz

Chaim madeïéàî ùé.'"

The woman concluded, "Now
I’m certain you understand
why it’s so important for me
that my husband comes home

early today.”

Taking in Shabbos early is
also a segulahfor parnassah.
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz
zy'a once said, "If people
would listen to me, they would
make tosfosShabbos and then
they wouldn’t lack anything

throughout the week."

The rabbanim of Minskzt’l
sent a letter to Rebbe

Mordechai of Lechovitzzy’a,
inviting him to join them for
an emergency meeting. At
that time, young Jewish
children were being
conscripted into the Czar’s
army, and the rabbanim
wanted to convene a meeting

to search for a solution.

When the messenger carrying
the letter arrived, Reb
Mordechai was in the midst of
saying emotional and tearful
Tehillim. When he finshed,
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz
told the messenger, "Tell the
rabbanim of theäôéñà that if
they can influence the
Lithuanian Yidden to take on
Shabbos two hours before
sunset, I can annul allgezeiros

against Bnei Yisrael."
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