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Torah Wellsprings 1

Parshas Bereishis

his week we study aboutstudying Torah. Or it might be

Creation. What is thea hotel, where people come to
purpose of Creation? Werest up and relax from the
look at the world and see pressures of life.
wonders all around. But what

i th £ all? W These were the two
'S the purpose ot 1t af: epossibilities that come to his

will - use an ana_lotgy ©mind, and the difference
eXpress our point. between these two options is

A new complex was built on avast. If it is a yeshiva, the
We”_kept’ green campus. Nol'nain bUIldlng of the Complex
one lived there yet, as theS the beis medresh. The
construction was only recentlydormitory and dining room are
completed. A neighbor cameso the bachurim will have
by to explore the new complex Strength to study Torah.

and to discover its purpose. gt it it is a vacation resort,

This is what he saw: the primary rooms are where
people can sleep and eat well.
One building had manyThe beis medresh is of
modern suites. He understoodecondary in importance for
that these were rooms forthe vacationers, because even
sleeping. There was also @n vacation, they will learn a
large hall, with a kitchen nextlittle, and daven with a
to it. A third building was a minyan.

beis medresh. . _
This is the dilemma people

The visitor concluded that thehave when they study the
purpose of this complex iswonderful world Hashem
either a yeshiva, wherecreated. What is the purpose
students will sit in the beisof it all? Is it all just for

medresh day and nightrecreation, so people can
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indulge in the various Shamayim and to guard
pleasures of life, or is there aourselves from all matters that
greater purpose:. to serve can weaken it.

9
Hashem, to study Torah, ®C The snake told Chavahy a

Some think the world is for .omm ©oxn 85 opby m8(3:1).
recreation. Others understan@he Chidushei HaRim zt'l
the world was created forexplains that the snake was
serving Hashem. teling Chavah, “So what if
Hashem said you can't eat
from the tree?! Does that mean
The Torah clarifies, nmws12  you have to listen? Must you
and Chazal say,mn1 >aw> obey everything Hashem
nmwyr nxpwe, the world was says?” He was  speaking
created for Torah, for servingleitzanus making light of our
Hashem. That is our primaryresponsibility and obligation to
goal, everything else isbe loyal to Hashem's decrees.
secondary. The snake’s leitzanus
influenced Chavah and
brought her to sin. We see
from this how careful we must
be from hearing leitzanus
?mockery, making fun of our
devotion to Hashem). Such
talk cools ouryiras Shamayim.

Which approach is correct?

Yiras Shamayim

The parashah begins with
P58 N2 wnna, and theZohar
teaches that this means th
world was created foryiras
Shamayim (which is called
Ny, as it states;msn nwns
'm n§v).t Therefore, our goal And don’t think you hardly
should be to increasegiras ever hear people speaking

1. Chazal (Brachos 6:) say, 719 mxY xS X121 XY own Y3, “The world

was created solely to accommodate those who have yiras Shamayim.”
The reward for yiras Shamayim is immense. As it states (Tehillim 31:20),
XYY MDY WX 7w 21 1n, “How great is the good that you concealed for
those who fear You.”
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leitzanus because in subtleChazon Ishztl whether he
ways, we hear peopleshould accept the position.
speaking that way, all theThe Chazon Ish replied,
time. For example, if “Kaltkeit (being chilled, cold,
someone repeatedly praisesot devoted) to matters related
those who are wealthy, ando yiras Shamayimis 5 »m

they never praise Torahay.” This means it is
scholars, concealed withinpreferable to die than to attain
their conversations is thea callous attitude towards
mindset that success in this yiras Shamayim

world is important while

serving Hashem isn’t. That is
covert leitzanus. It states Koheles 12:13), nx

DN 55 Moo LN opban, “Fear
Hashem...for that is the
essence of man.”

Becoming a Human Being

Similarly, when one doesn’t
take seriously a Torah
obligation, and when someone

draws his attention to theReb Elchanan Wassermantl
prohibiton he laughs andhy'd (ms> sy pap p.150)
mocks the matter, that isexplains that the pasuk is
leitzanus  His  mockery saying that without yiras
resembles the snake’s claim$hamayimone isn't a human
“So  what if Hashem being. He is just a
commanded?” It is leitzanus, human-like animal.

which influences others, too. Reb Elchanan writes, “Don't

Someone was offered a goodhink fearing Hashem is a
paying job, but it would quality in mankind, and if
require him to work amongsomeone lacksyiras Hashem
people who didn't haveiras he is also a human being, just
Shamayim which  would he lacks an important quality.
certainly influence him andRather, if a person doesn't
weaken his own yiras haveyiras Shamayimhe’s an
Shamayaim He asked the animal. He isn’'t a person at
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all. As it states,.x» op5% nx  alone, created man! Why does
oW 5 m o ‘Fear it sayow mwp in plural tense?
Hashem...for that is the (seeRash).
essence of man’ ...”
The Zohar explains that
Reb  Elchanan Wassermaipjagshem was calling to the
continues: entire creation, commanding

. each t of creation to giv
“The greatness of a man iach aspect of creation 10 give

: . a part of their essence to form
determined by how muctiras : e
: man. This means within man
Shamayimhe has — whether :
: .~ there are the traits of bears,
he has a lot ofiras Shamayim
) snakes, hawks, and all other
or a little. If he has a lot, he . : :
. : wild and cruel animals. Since
IS a great person, and if he hag_.~ , :
: ) is is man’s makeup, this
a little, he is a small person. N
. ) . means he has within him the
But if he doesn’t haveyiras

Shamavimat all. he isn't a potential to act like all the
personyHe’s an’ animal WhoWild animals. One needs to tie

: , down a person with iron
appears like a human. . : :
chains, to restrain him from

This matter doesnt needthe harm and damage he can

elaboration. We all know howcause. The iron chain igiras
a person without yiras Shamayim

Shamayimcan act, and the
types of ideas he can come uf*S Reb Elchanan Wasserman

with. He is liable of Writes, “When Hashem created
committing the worst sins —Man He certainly created a

against people and againsghain to tie him up, so he

Hashem — because nothind"on’t destroy the world. What
restrains him. Is that chain? It's yiras

Shamayim Only yiras
When Hashem created marShamayim can control man
Hashem saidps mwps “Let us that he shouldn’'t act like a
make man” (1:26). Hashemwild animal. Nothing else can
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tame a person. Even if he is ame didn’'t do anything wrong.
extremely wise philosopherThey are: ... [#3] Looking at
like Aristotle, his wisdom arayos (women who are
won't control hisyetzer hara forbidden to him). He thinks
he didn’'t do anything wrong
[since he only looked, and he
didn’t perform any sin]. He
doesn’t know that looking at
arayos is a very severe sin,
because it leads to very grave
sins. As it statesynx mnn 8
ooy st ooa%, ‘Don't stray
after your heart and after your
eyes...”

“Avraham told Avimelech
(Bereishis 20:11), nxr px
M opea opbN, that only yiras
Hashemwas lacking [in Gror,
where Avimelech was king].
This means the people living
in Gror were wise, and they
had derech eretz However,
that doesn’t help at all ifyiras
Shamayimis lacking.”
In this week's parashah
Chavah sinned because of her
The Rambam Hilchos eyes. As it states (3:6)ym
Teshuvaht:4) teaches that it issn mivn o 5axnd ppm 2w o MR
very hard to doteshuvahfor oy, “The woman saw the
not guarding the eyes, becaustee was good to eat and it was
people don't realize they did desirable for the eyes.”
anything wrong. The Ramba
writes, “There are fiveaveiros
that one probably will never
do teshuvahon them, since
these sins are deemed light
[and unimportant] in most According to Rashi’'s second
people’s eyes, and the onexplanation, op% w1 means
who transgressed them thinksnalachim angels: They came

The Eyes

mAlso, it states in this week’s
parashah(6:2), nx oy 13 WM™
yana mia, “The opdx 12 saw the
girls of the land...”

2. Rashi's first translation of mpYx "1 is mvowm omwn 23, “the children
of the leaders and the judges.”
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to this world, sinned with their that until the generation of the
eyes, and sinned with peopld-lood, Hashem would speak
from this world. This resulted with His creations directly, to
with the mabul Because onerebuke them and to direct
can be extremely holy like thethem onto the correct path. As
malachim but if he isn't it states Breishis3:14),n
cautious with his eyes he willyrn by (Bereishis3:16), oasb
fall very low. +x. Hashem spoke with Adam
In contrast,’n wya ;0 Nev AN, and Chayah, with Kayin, and
“Noach  found favor in €vVen with the snake. All

Hashem'’s eyes” (6:8) becaus&reations were prophets, and

he was careful with his eyes.Hashem told — them  His
messages. However, when

The Torah ends wittb> w5 people began sinning with
oxnwr, “before the eyes of theadultery, this changed. As the
Jewish nation” and beginsOr HaChaim writes, “When
with nwaaa, which indicates they committed the disgusting
fear of Heaven (as it statesand smelly sins of adultery...
m e mon nwsn). So o the and Hashem isww sw, hates
Torah ends with the eyes an%dultery, He stopped speaking
begins with yiras Shamayim with them.” Keviyachal it
This teaches us that guardingecame disgusting for Hashem

the eyes is mesugal for i ik directly with mankind,
attainingyiras Shamayim so prophecy ended.

Also, the connection . .
between 5Sxw» 5 wp> and The Or HaChaim writes that
this is the meaning of the

mwnta teaches us that we _
should make the ideal ofP@SuK(6:3), m v x%

guarding the eyespuwws, a o™ Hashem says he will no

first and top priority. longer talk  directly to
mankind, and this is because

The Or HaChaim (6:3) teaches of their sins.
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The Or HaChaim adds thaffrom arayos and included in
there were generations wheithis warning, is that we should
Hashem  spoke to the guard our eyes.
tzﬁdd”t(r']m’Bthe Hnel\\/ll!llrglm hBUt The tzaddikim of Chabad say,
when the Bels HaViikdash was., - oo, (the neshamos of

destroyed, there is No MOrg, . 4iim in Gan Eden and the

nevuah Nevertheless, theremalachirr) are jealous of a Yid
was ruach hakadoshBut [in who lives in this world, and

even later generations] wheryy,yles and strives to keep

the eyes of the Jewish nation,q eyes pure when he walks
closed, we don’t havempn nm on the streetss”

(@ scent of holiness) and
certainly we don’t havemn This week’s parashah talks

wmpn (@ spirit of holiness). @bout the tzaddik, Chanoch
This is the greatest distress fof2:24)- He wasniftar at the age
Bnei VYisrael — there s ©f 365, in a time when most
nothing worse. They arePeople wereniftar close to a
thousand years old. The Torah

craving a scent from our i : X o
. . y \ 0
Father in heaven, to revive'/ ©=:B'P/RIMRMP? 3 urky, “HE

their souls. This curse startedvss no Ioanerh[ln tthlskvnqud’]
from the generation of the ecause Hashem took him.

mabul” These words teach usThere are early sources that
how distant we should keepsay Hashem took Chanoch and

3. Chazal (Koheles Rabba 1:32) say, 2 1mxn »xm nn DX PX, “A

person doesn’t die with half his desires attained.” Tzaddikim explained
that this phrase can mean, “No one ever died because he broke a taavah.”
Sometimes, people feel they simply must give in to their taavos, because
the urge is so strong, and how can they control themselves? The Gemara
calls the yetzer hara a mountain, because the yetzer hara makes it seem
like it is impossible to overcome a temptation. But the Gemara reveals that
nothing will happen, nn o1x PX, he won't die, 11 1nxn »xm, if he fights
with his yetzer hara and refrains from his taavah.
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turned him into themalach the earth, the grasses didn't
ns. Tosfos Yevamod6: 11 yet sprout, because Hashem
mop) quotes that opinion, anddidn’'t yet bring rain to the
asks from other sources thatvorld, since man wasn't [yet
state the malach mwwn was in the world] to work the
around since the six days ofand.” Rashi explains “Why
Creation, long before Chanochdidn’t it rain? Because man
was born. wasn’'t in the world to work

The Shlah HaKadosh answer%he land a_nd no one was there
0 recognize the goodness of
that both sources are correct,_.

: ) rain. When Adam came and
During the six days of

Creation, Hashem created th%e knew that the world needs

malach  Mitatron. Some U he prayed, it rained, and

. trees and grass grew.”
generations later, Chanoch was g g

born. He lived in the generationRashi explains that Hashem
of the Flood, when manycreated the trees and the grass
people were committing severgyn the third day of Creation,
sins. Despite the challenges angnd they were waiting, ready,
corrupt trends of the time, heynder the ground, but needed
remained onal to Hashem. |nrain to Sprout_ When Adam
that merit Hakadosh Baruch Huyas created on the sixth day,
united Chanoch with thathe recognized the need for
malachMitatron. rain, he prayed and then all

Tefillah flora grew to their full height.

It states (2:5)aw nwn nw 5 We learn from this that we need
ney o nmen 2wy 5o pwa v prayer for all our needs. The
DI pINT Sp opoN mowmn 85 s salvation is ready and waiting,
mmIRn N s R, “The trees of and Hashem gives it to us after
the field didn't yet come to we pray and request it.

4. In Shemonah Esrei we say nnxa wa onviaa %35 210 1w 1m, “Give
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We can explain this with athe person to open the hole, so
mashal the bounty will come. It is

_ _ opened withtefillah.
The babysitter gave a crying

baby a bottle. The babyThe first pasukof the Torah,
sucked on the bottle for an® DWWR NN DPON N MWNT
second or two and then pushed™¥71, begins with ax and ends
it away, Crying hysterica”y_ with a '¢. The final pasukof
The babysitter doesn’t knowthe Torah,5s w5 ..apin = 535
what she can do. Apparenﬂy?}ﬁw* begins with ay and ends
the baby doesn't want to eatWith a . These letters spell
The baby is dry, so what could>2, “with prayer”. Reb Yosef
be the problem? She triedChaim Sonnenfeldztl said

unsuccessfully for two hoursthat this implies that for
to calm the baby. success in Torah studies one

also needs prayers.
When the mother came home

she showed the baby sitter tharf states .in this week’s
the nipple on the bottle wasParashah (2:7), v zsn »m
closed. It needed to be pricked™ and Onkelus explainsym

with a needle for the formula®™™ ™M o, “!Ylan was a
to flow out. The baby was SPirit that spoke”. The ability

hungry, but the formula®® SPeak is what makes
wasn't forthcoming. mankind greater than the

animal kingdom. Thepasuk
The nimshal is, there is that calls Adam avn w= or
parnassahand good prepareda x5 nm refers to when he
for all Yidden, but it is up to was alone in the world.

a good reward for all those who trust in Your name, truthfully.” Why do we
have to pray for them to receive a good reward? Reb Moshe Leib Sassover
zt'l explains that since they have bitachon, they don't pray. But without
prayer, one doesn't receive. Therefore, we pray for them that Hashem
should fulfill all their needs.
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Chavah wasn't created yetHe replied, “The yom tov
Nevertheless, he is praised fodidn't pass. It went inside

his unique strength to speak. me.”
But speak to whom? No one
was around! In the yom tovtefillos we say,

TET R . WPSN A uSmm,
It must be that the«ygy gave us as an inheritance
specialness of man is hisyqy holy holidays...” An
ability to speak to HashemMipperitance is something one
with tefillos. To ask Him for takes wth him. Now that the
all his spiritual and material Polidays are over we are left
needs, art'ldththentHa;]s_hem WIIwith the inheritance, to take it
grant them o him. along with us for the rest of
o S ] the year.
Bringing Tishrei Along With
you for the Entire Year
omay means heavy ropes,

strong cords. The wordmay
Is stated twice in Tanach. It
states (Tehillim 118:27)ox

In the zemirosof Friday night
(prawa mx) we say, xmpn N
My Sy mwnm ap, which can be

translated, "It should be His i
. . o'maya an, that we should bind
will that -wn should remain i )
the holiday to us with ropes so

with His nation the entire i d t g © Anoth
year". The inspiration,I oesn epart. ~ Another

blessings, and emunah we pasukis (Tehillim 2:3), npna

acquired in this month Shouldm*mnp SN~ =Y e S N IRT AN o T DN,
last for the entire year. “We will rip off the cords and

throw off the ropes.” The

There was a Stoliner chassidmrei Emeszt'l explains that
who spent yom tov with thethese pesukim describe two
Beis Aharon of Stolin zt'l. opposite kinds of people. After
When he returned homeSimchas Torah there are those
people asked him, “How didwho say, “Let’s throw off all
your yom tov pass?” ropes and rid ourselves from
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all exalted inspirations weof his chuppah people saw
experienced on yom tov. We him crying.

want to be free.” Others seek

to bind the holiday to them, so Why are you crying?” people

it never leaves them. asked him.

The Pnei Menacherat| said, He replied, “Now everyone
“People try hard to tie the yomis calling me Mottel Chasan,
tov to them. Actually, the yom but | know that in a week’s
tov never leaves us. Thelime everyone will go back

problem is that we leave theto call me Mottel the fool”.
yom tov. Our goal should beRebbe Hirsh of Ziditchovzt'

to bind ourselves to the yomtold this mashal. Thenimshal
tov. This is the meaning ofis: During Tishrei we became
omaya n vox, we should bind Wiser, we did teshuvah but

ourselves to the yom tov, angS00n afterwards, we return to
not seek to depart. our old, foolish ways. We

need to exert effort to
There was a foolish manremain with the inspiration,
called Mottel. Everyone growth, and with thekabalos
called him =1 om, “Mottel we made, so they will
the fool.” Mottel was engagedremain with us throughout
for marriage, and on the day the year

5. Someone driving along the highway stopped at a gas station to fill
his car with gas. After his car was filled, he parked at the side of the

gas station and said, “I like it here. It's a good place. People come and fill

up their cars with gas... Why should | leave?”

Someone explained to him, “The purpose of the gas is to travel further, not

to stay in one place.”

We just had a Tishrei, we did great mitzvos, and we climbed to higher

heights. The purpose isn't to remain there forever. It's time to move on,

and to use the inspiration we acquired for the rest of the year.
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Try, Try, Again and Succos, many people

Chazal Bereishis Rabba3:7) made : kabalos_ good
B resolutions, that will help them
state, “Hashem created worlds
become better people.

and destroyed them, until He

created this world.” But it so much easier to
This is hinted at in the revert to our old habits.
asuk (Tehilim 105:8), . Clanges are hard. Often,
P e when Shabbos Bereishis

w1 s8> my. For a thousand :
. comes around, we realize that
years Hashem was creatin , : :
, e aren’t keeping up with all
worlds, but they weren’t to )
o R the resolutions and plans for
His likings, until this world .
improvement that we made at
was created. o
the beginning of the year.

What can we learn from this?
al can we learn 1ro >‘But that doesmt mean our

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitzt| teshuvalfailed. The process of

said that this teaches people t§Shuvahs to fall, and to pick
continue trying. Even if you Ourselves up, and to try again.
failed a thousand times, tryPerhaps this time we will

will succeed. a new routine. If we fall, we

can raise ourselves a third
During the yomim nora’im time, and a fourth time.

6. Chazal say, “Whoever says arw paoevery day, | testify, is a ben
Olam HaBa. He will merit learning and teaching Torah, and he will
remember Torah. He will be saved from the yetzer hara and merit to see
the era of Moshiach...” Why is saying mw papso special?
Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa zt'| explains, “When a person sins, he loses his
tzelem Elokim and he appears like a mmna, rachmana litzlan. Sometimes
he sins so much, until his appearance takes on the image of a rodent (yaw)
or other non-kosher animals. If he can sing to Hashem from that lowly level
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Shabbos by Minchah we read Readjusting

the beginning of the nextAn English Yid owned many
week’s parasah but we don’'t houses in the Golders Green
finish the parashah On neighborhood. He was
Monday and Thursday, wecautious to rent them out to
begin theparashahagain, but people he trusted would pay
we don't finish it. On Shabbos the rent.

we start from the beginning a :
fourth time and this time we’ound eighty years ago, the

finish the parashah This economy was very slow and

indicates that one should starEnany of his apartments were
vacant. He decided it was time

over and over again. In the :
: to be less fussy about potential

end he will succeed. )
tenants, and he rented his

homes to the Ilower class

The Torah begins with .
citizens too.

nwyta. This means he should
have nmwxa 3, two beginnings. One tenant didn’t pay the rent
If he wasn't successful withfor three or four months, so he
his first beginning, he shouldbrought him to court. The
try again a second time.court asked the tenant, “What
Perhaps this time he willdo you have to say for
keep to his resolves.  yourself?”

The tenant replied, “I don’t
We can also explain that theowe him anything. The water
Torah it hinting that even if in the house broke. The
one is up to '>- stage two, wallpaper began falling off the
because he tried once andvalls. When the winter began,
failed, he should start again. we discovered the heating

for all the kindness Hashem does for him, he deserves all the rewards
Chazal list.

Because that is the highest level: to pick oneself up and to serve and praise
Hashem, from no matter which level one falls to.
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doesn't work either. Theand took onkabalos for the
landlord didn’t want to pay to new year. But very soon they
fix the apartment, so | had tocome up with many excuses to
do so myself. | deducted whatexplain why they aren’t
| invested in his apartmentkeeping their resolves.
from the rent. That's the Hardships ofparnassah., the
reason | didn’'t pay rent thesechildren..., my chavrusah..,
past few months.” the kollel, etc. etc. If in the
beginning of the year you tried
The judge was inclined toto stick to your commitments
agree with this tenant, and tahis means you were sincere
absolve him from the debt.when those kabalos were
The judge said, “If you paid made, and perhaps your
the rent at the beginning ofexcuses are valid. However, if
your rental period, that meandrom the very beginning you
you were serious aboutnever kept your promise, that
renting the apartment, andproves the teshuvah wasn't
only due to the circumstancesincere. It is evident that deep
you mentioned you stoppeddown, you never planned on
the payments. However, if keeping thoseéabalos
you never paid rent, that
means you never planned oit’s indeed true that sometimes
paying, and you must pay alla person has to readjust the
the rent due”. kabalos that he made at the
beginning of the year, to make
Reb Elchanan Helprinztl, them more practical. When he
Rav of Radomishle, who livedmade thekabalos he thought
in Golders Green, wouldhe could keep them. But in
repeat this story to teach theeal life, he sees he can't.
following lesson: Shabbos Bereishis, is a good
On Rosh Hashanah and Yontime to readjust th&abalosto
Kippur people did teshuvah a degree you can keep.
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Light from the Darkness darkness, emptiness, and

Hashem told Kayin,»en oy CONfUsion.  He is  just
v, “If you improve, you will Peginning  serving  Hashem,
reach even higher levels’@nd he still has many bad

People are upset when the%{‘//l"_"ys and tendencies. The
fall from their kabalos from Midrash (seeBereishis Rabba
the levels they aspired to23) Says m 3 n
attain. But they should knowrepresents the bad deeds of
that this is the path of thetheresha'im This is where he

world. If they keep on trying, iS holding at the beginning of
they will reach very h|gh his avodas HashemHe still
levels. The darkness they ar&as a long way to go. But if
going through (their downs)he will continue serving
will become a springboardHashem, Hashem will say
towards attaining even greaterLet there be light” and he
levels, which they couldn’t will reach very high levels in
attain if it weren't for the fall. his avodas Hashem

As Chazal Zohar vol.2 184.) ~p4s4] Avodah Zarah 8.)

says, urf _x‘m PENT N N> teach, “The day Adam was
xawn, “Light f,hlne_s solel}/ created, the sun set. Adam
from darkness”. If it weren'’t said, ‘Woe is my portion! The
for the’ darkness,' theyworld is turning dark because
wouldn’t get to the light. of my sin. The world will
The parashahbegins,..mxia  revert to beingya wn, void
N T opbN e LLqwm i yn. and emptiness.” He sat and
We can explain, at thecried all night. But then
beginning of one’s avodas daybreak came. He said, ‘This
Hashem there isqwm w2 wn, is the way of the world.”

7. The Lechovitzer zt'l explained, amxn, one should pray and say ophx
=X i, “Hashem! Let there be light!” And Hashem will help him.
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To explain this, we quote Rebheart. He took two stones and
Tzaddok HaCohen Tgidkas rubbed them together and a
HaTzaddik11): fire came forth, and he made
. . _a brachah on it” Adam
We learn from the creation jignt  wait  until daytime

of the world that it is always .o e He made attempts to
night before day... Becaus,ing jight into the darkness.

man’s life is a mixture of Similarly, when one falls

darkness and light, day ang,,y his avodas Hashenit is
night. This is the cycle, with possible to enlighten the

garkneSS ) C0mlrr]\9” first, sjtyation by strengthening
ecat:)sef t ?1 fs el COMEPneself to serve Hashem,
efore the fruit... doing what he can, from

At the first sunrise of Adam’s Where he is. By doing so, he
life, he learned that the world turns the darkness into light.
runs with a cycle — and also
avodas Hashemhas a cycle.
There are dark times, andOn Simchas Torahrywn, a
there is light. Therefore, evencongregation had only one
if one fell he can lift himself sefer Torah, so they asked one
up again. of the mispallelimto bring his

own, personal sefer Torah to

We add that even when it ishe shul for thehakafos so
very dark, one should seekpey could dance with it, and

ways to bring light into that ya5q from it, and he agreed to
dark situation. We learn this do so.

from Adam HaRishon. The

first night of his existence heBut during the hakafos a
created fire and illuminatedperson dancing with the
the darkness. As it statedorrowed sefer Torah
(Yerushalmi Brachos 8:5), accidentally dropped the sefer
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu gaveTorah. The joy that was in
intelligence  into  Adam’s everyone’s heart quickly left

A Pasul Sefer Torah
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them. The person whothree words, so they can honor
dropped the sefer Torah felrespected rabbanim to fill in
very sad. He left the beisthose words. | asked you
medresh and went to mope aivhether you want that, and
home, in his bed. you said you did...”

Then kriyas haTorah began. We can learn from this story
They first read n>721 nsnfrom  an important lesson. After the
the shul's sefer Torah. Thenyomim nora’impass, and after
they took out the borrowedthe exalted days of Succos
sefer Torah to readmwsia. and Shmini Atzeres are over,
They saw the first threepeople often feel exalted,
words opdx 812 nwwnia were distant from  sin.  Therefore
missing from this sefer Torah!when they suddenly fall from
This meant it wasn't a realtheir levels, in their heart,
sefer Torah. It was like athey consider it like a sefer
Chumash, because without thdorah  fell. They ask
first three words, the seferthemselves, “How could |
Torah was pasul They have fallen so drastically?”

immediately ran to tell the A

person who was moping at higvery Yid is like a sefer

home that he can come baclIorah’ as Chazal Shabbos

to the beis medresh. He didn'tt0°?) state, “Whoever is
drop a sefer Torah. present when the soul departs

from a person must tear his

The owner of that sefer Torahclothing, for it is comparable
asked his sofer, “How did youto a sefer Torah being
make such a mistake and leavburned.” So when he falls
out the first three words?” from his levels he is sad; it

_ feels as if a sefer Torah fell.
The sofer replied, “When you

ordered the sefer Torah, | toldTheir disappointment IS
you that some people have thbéecause they don’t recognize
custom to leave out the firsttheir actual level. They think
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they are on a high level, but itmust do his share in making

isn’'t so. They are missinghimself into a man. With these

even the nwsaa, the very thoughts in mind, he won't be

beginning stages of being &0 surprised when he falls

Yid. from his levels, and this will

give him encouragement to

We should tell him, “Why do just pick himself up again and
you cry? The sefer Torah was to try again.

never kosher. You were born _ ,
with faults, with natural '" YoM Kippur Minchah we
tendencies that aren't good..'€@dparashas Kedoshirfrom

and you still have those traitsth® Torah, which tells about
You arent a kosher seferthe prohibitions of arayos

Torah, like you think you are’forbidden marriages. Why do

and therefore you shouldn’t beV€ need to be reminded of

shocked and surprised that yolf1€S€ matters, at this holy
fell from your levels. time? Presumably, at this

exalted time of Yom Kippur,
By every part of creation it P€ople don't have these kinds
states, mn w  ophs  wm, Of tests in mind, so why must
“Hashem saw it was good.” we discuss them?
But when man was created;l-he answer

the Torah doesn’t sayp 8™ juagn't have a test, but what
M V2. The YlsmaCh MOSthI will be in a COUple Of months

(w1 1P 2 ¥ s ) €XplaINS g0 now? Then it is likely
that this is because a PErsOfla will have tests. and we

wasn tf cr:aated good. He hag,q rage him to know that
many faults. He must becomeg, hen he passes those tests, it

good on his. own, Y sanctifies him as though it
improving his ways. were Yom Kippur.
Therefore, Hashem saysyy:

0%, “Let us make man.” It is Another answer is simply
written in plural, because marbecause we should never

iIs, now he
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underestimate thgetzer hara actually remain there, in his
and the reality of our levels. fallen state.

Hashem loves us, and accepts

our teshuvah but that Reb Gad'l Eisnerztl would
shouldn't blind us from the Say, “I'm not so afraid of an
awareness that our bodies ang@veéirah | am more afraid of
our yetzer haracan entice us € Ay mm vy, how one
at any day and at any time to>n draws .the next.” Because
do the worst. This can happer?fter one sins, he b_ecomes sad
even on Yom Kippur. We and ups_et Wlth himself an_d
didn't become angels. AndNOW he is eligible tp commit
therefore, tests should be even worse sins.

expected. The Yesod HaAvodah (vol.2,

6) writes in a letter, “Years

Despair ago, in a war, the general

As we've discussed, the worldreceived a letter saying that

was created with day andthe enemy was winning the

night, light and darkness. Alsowar, and had broken through

in avodas Hashemthere are their —military  strongholds.

ups and downs. One shouldn’the general became very

be afraid by a fall, becausedown, and he told his wife
that is simply part of the about the letter.

growth process. If he picks,

: ) She replied, ‘I also received a
himself up again he can reach . T
: letter. It came just this minute.
high levels.

It tells of a greater loss than

The greatest problem is when what you told me.

one falls from his avodas ‘Really! What does it say?’

Hashem, despairs, and feels he

can never rise up from there!lt says that in addition to
That perspective is verylosing that fort, you lost
dangerous, because he mightour enthusiasm and spirit
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(your vmw») and that is the The Torah states (3:7)wm
greatest loss¥’ maan ord o wpn mNn ey,
“[Adam and Chavah] sewed

Even After Committing Severe 11 leaves, and made belts
Sins for themselves.”

Even if a person committed aRashi explains that only the
severe sin, he shouldn’tfig tree permitted Adam and
despair. He can still serveChavah to cover themselves

Hashem. with its leaves, because the fig

8. It states in this week’'s parashah (6:6), yaxa DIX1 nx wy > '0 onm
12% Yx axymm, “Hashem regretted creating man on earth and his heart
was sad.” Whose heart became sad?
Generally, we explain that it is referring to Hashem’s heart. He was sad
and upset that He made man. But this s difficult, because 1mpna mTm ny,
before Hashem there is always solely joy.
The Beis Yisrael zt'l said that it is referring to man’s heart. The %1200 7
were very happy people because they weren't lacking anything. As the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 108.) says, “The generation of the Flood were haughty
because of all the good Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave them. As it states (lyov
21), ‘There was no fear in their homes, and Hashem’s punishment didn’t
come to them. Their bulls impregnated without fail, and the cows didn’t
miscarry. They send their children out like sheep, and the children would
dance about. They raised their voices like drums and harps, and they
rejoice to the sound of a flute. Their days were spent with goodness, and
their years were pleasant.”
The Gemara says that this abundance of good led them to rebel against
Hashem. They said to Hashem (lyov 21), ‘Go away from us. We don't want
to know Hashem’s ways. Who is Hashem that we should serve Him, and
what bad will happen to us if we rebel against Him?”
The Beis Yisrael explains that Hashem wanted to punish them, but there’'s
a rule that when one is happy, nothing bad can befall him. Therefore,
129 Y% axvnm, Hashem made mankind become sad, and now affliction can
befall them.
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tree was the Tree ofztl explains, mmn on5 wym,
Knowledge, which they sinned“They made belts” means they
with. Other trees didn’t permit girded themselves fens
them to take their leaves. wSuwop). They didn't allow
themselves to fall into the

Tosfos Ganhedrin70: ma 1) abyss of despair

elaborates that Adam tried
taking the leaves from other
trees, but those trees pusheE
him away, saying, “This is the
person who sinned... He is a _
thief...” Only the fig tree There was a Russian C_zar who
allowed him to take the leavesSuffered from a phobia. He
was always afraid that people
Reb Ben Tzion Apterztl were chasing after him,
explained that when the treegeeking to kill him. Whenever
were ridiculing Adam, calling he traveled, he had soldiers
him a sinner and a thief,giang guard, to scout out the
Chazal say he took from thejraq \When the Czar came
fig tree. This hints that heere the soldiers would tell
put his thumb between hispin, the area was safe, and the
fingers and told them s x.° Czar would ride through.
| don’t care what you say. | 5nce 5 soldier checked an
am  not allpwmg myself to rea in a forest, and saw that
become dejecteq because Yhere were no enemies of the
your words. | will be h"?‘ppy Czar around. It was safe for
and se;ve Hash_erP with %he Czar to pass through. He
appy spirit waited at his post for the
Similarly, the Divrei Shmuel Czar’s arrival.

he Ruzhiner zt'| told the
following story:

9. This is an expression people say while holding the thumb between
the index finger and the middle finger. »»o xmeans “a fig” and the
expression is used to imply, “I don't care what you say.”
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The sun was shining brightly,from doing our service before
and the soldier was very hotHashem that we are obligated
There was a lake nearby. The to do.

officer took off his clothes and _

bathed in the lake, and drandam said to  Hashem
from the water. He figured he(3:10-11),xm 132 npow 5oip nx

could get back to his post in®> = 2y 3, “l heard Your
time, before the Czar arrives,VOIC€ In the garden and | was
afraid because | am naked, so

The Czar arrived when he | hid.”

was still in the river. Still He was also spiritually naked
undressed, he rushed to hi§o.ause of his sin. and he

post to tell the Czar that thegiyt feel worthy to stand
coast was clear, and the Czar before Hashem.

can ride safely by. The Czar

was angry with the soldier.Hashem replied;> 95 =1
“Don’t you know that it is nnx omyp, “Who told you that
disrespectful to stand before you are naked?”

me without clothing?” _ .
The soldier replied, “I know Hashem was saying, “Who

that. However | figured thatt0ld You that this is a valid
this shouldnt prevent me feason not to stand before Me?

from telling you that the When | summon for you, you

coast is clear and you carlave missions to fulfill. Even
ride by. Why should you If you are naked due to sins,
wait, on my account?” that doesn’t exempt you from

doing what is incumbent on

The nimshal is, we shouldn’t you to do.”
ever allow past sins to prevent
us from serving Hashem in the
present. Even if we becamelhe first letter of a sefer Torah
naked because of our sins, thigs a’a. The 'ais closed on three
doesn’t permit us to be laxsides, and the open side is in

Focus on the Future
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front. This hints that oneone should try to improve in
shouldn’t look back at what the future.”

happened in the past. His _ o
focus should be on the future©ON Simchas Torah we finish

to make the future better, € ~ Torah ~and  we
immediately begin reading

The 'shas an edge pointingParshas Bereishis The
backwards. This hints that onéAbudraham explains that this
should look a back only a littleis so the Satan shouldn’t say,
bit, so he can learn from his‘Look at the Jewish nation!
past mistakes. But the primaryThey are celebrating that
focus should be to make thghey completed the Torah.
future better. They are happy to throw off

their yoke of Torah from

In this week's parashah their shoulders.” Therefore,
Kayin was distressed becausge immediately begin the
Hashem didn't accept hisTorah again, to show we are
korban Hashem told him (4.6) happy with the Torah, and
™o Yo b, “Why has your not that we are happy
face fallen?® because we finished, and we

don’'t have to study anymore

The  Seforno  explains, Torah, chalilah.

“[Hashem was telling him]

when something doesn’'t workSimilarly, the  Maharshah
out well, it isn't proper to (Avodah Zarah 19 p5% n"1
cry over the past. Ratherxwso) writes that at asiyum

10. Hashem’s name #™mis on man’s face, in various ways (as this is

described in Zohar vol.3 129: and other sources). One way is that
each eye represents the letter 771, the nose represents a 1"x1, together it
is gematriya 1", 26, the same gematriya as Hashem’s name n"11. However,
when one is sad, and it is 7mo 1593, the nose becomes long like a long 1.
Now Hashem’s name isn't on his face anymore.
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the custom is to immediatelySimchas Torah because he
begin anothermasechta This doesn’t study Torah. The
is so the Satan shouldn'tKotzker told him, *“The

claim we are rejoicing thatprimary joy is that we are
we finished the tractate, andbeginningto study the Torah.

that we don’t have to studyNo one can claim that he
Torah anymore. We finished studying the Torah...”
immediately begin another
masechta to show we are

happy with the Torah.

The meforshimask: Why is

the calendar arranged that we
read Bereishis on the Shabbos
To express this in other wordsafter Simchas Torah?
The primary joy of asiyum Wouldn't it be more ideal if

and of Simchas Torah, is thawve would read Bereishis on
we are beginning anotherthe first Shabbos after Rosh
section in Torah. Our joy isn't Hashanah? As we begin a new
that we finished, rather that weyear, we should begin with a

are beginning again. new Chumash!

Our joy is our focus on the One explanation is we want to
future. If we look back, we conceal from the Satan when
may feel upset that we didn’tthe new year began, so he
study well enough. There werewvon’t know that these are days
parshiyosof the Torah that we of judgment.

didn't study with Rashj and _ ’
there were pages of thel N€ Shinover Rav ztl and

Gemara that we didn't rea”yRebbe Yehoshua of Belz zt'l

understand, etc. But when ouf@ve another explanation for
the custom to read Bereishis

focus is on the future, we can -
always be joyous. specifically after Succos. They

explain that people look back
Someone told the Kotzkext'| at the days of Tishrei, and they
that he doesn't have anyare often upset that they didn’t
reason to be happy ontake advantage of these days
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as they could have. We tellteshuvah and simchah that is
themnrwxaa, don’t worry about typical for the month Tishrei.

the past. You can begin now. _
The Gemara Sanhedrin 95:)

Ideally, the Jewish peoplestates that Yaakov Avinu

should have immense fear oftffived in Charan  and
Hashem on Rosh Hashanatiemembered that he didn't
deep remorse antéshuvahon Stop to pray on Har HaMoriah.
Yom Kippur, ecstatic joy on He turned around to go back.
Succos, and these emotionnmediately,pwn 1> mssp, Har
should last with us the entireHaMoriah jumped back and
year. But what should a persorffame to him. The Arugas
do if Tishrei passed withoutHaBosem explains that a
fear, teshuvah and joy? The Similar thing happens when
Arugas HaBosenrt| teaches One yearns for Tishrei. When
that the regret one has whe®ne yearns for those days, and
he wishes he had used thosBe  regrets — not  taking
days better, brings those daygdvantage of them, the days
back to h|m, so he CanWi” jump back to hlm, SO he
experience fearteshuvah and can have the hOly emotions of
joy, any time in the year. Hefear, teshuvah and joy,
can be in the middle of throughout the year.
Cheshvan, or at the end of
lyar, and he thinks back to the
holy month of Tishrei, and heMotzei Rosh Hashanahpwn,
tells himself: Why didn't | use Bnei Brak, 1:30 a.m. The
those days better? If only 1#402 bus stop to
had taken advantage of thos&erushalayim was full of
holy times! Thinking in that people waiting to go home.
manner, brings those holyThe last bus was scheduled to
days back. It may bepick them up at 1:15, and it
Cheshvon or lyar, etc., and havas already 1:30, with no bus
will  experience the fear,in sight. They feared they and

Everything is for the Good



26 Torah Wellsprings - Bereishis

their children may end upwere many people waiting at
spending the night in Bneithe bus stop to go to
Brak. Many of them didn't Yerushalayim, and that the last
have any place to go to. A busbus out of Bnei Brak didn’t
finally came by, but it was leave, so they sent me to do
#318, which goes to Rechovotthe run. But | knew that when
They were all disappointed. | will show up with a #402
everyone will be angry with
Some people pleaded with thene for coming late. You
driver to haverachmanusand wouldn’t know that it wasn't
take them to Yerushalayim. Atmy fault, and that | was just
first the driver said that it wassent. You would all curse me.
impossible, he has a route td showed up bearing #318, so
follow, but then he said, “You you would think I'm going to
know what, | agree.” He Rechovot, and that | changed
changed the number of his busny mind to help you. As you
to 402, and the crowd startecsaw, everyone blessed me
boarding. As they boarded thevhen they came onto the bus,
bus they all blessed the driveinstead of cursing me. |
for his kindness. They wishedreceived so manyrachosfor
him a good year, ag'mar the new year, I'm certain that

chasimah tovaha goodkvittel, it will be a good one!”
and any otherbrachah they
could think of. The lesson is to know that

everything Hashem sends our
On the way, one of theway is for our benefit. When
passengers asked the drivehe people at the bus stop saw
why he agreed to take then#318, they thought it was bad
when he would probably getfor them, but even that bus
into trouble with the bus was sent to bring them home.
company. He replied, “Theln the same way, there are
company was aware that therepisodes in life that appear
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negative, but in retrospect weand the mitzvah is great.
discover that they were all forldeally, one should study
our good. Rashitoo.

Maavir Sidrah Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz

Shulchan Aruch stateszy'a advised studying every
(Shulchan Aruch  285): day a portion of theparashah
"Although one hears thewith Rashi. For example,
entire parashah when it is Sunday, he should study the
read in the [beis medresh], hdirst aliyah with Rashi On
is obligated to read itMonday study from wwto
himself, twice the parashah ¥, and so on. Reb

and once  Onekulus.. Yissacher Dov taught that
Someone who fears Heavegomeone who follows this
will also read Rashi.." practice is guaranteed that he

. _will not transgress severe sins
This is called to bemaavir ot gay. (Reb Yissacher Dov
sidrah to review theparashah ;g study theparashahthis

tha't will be read on Shabbosway, while wearing Rabbeinu
Twice the pasuk and once Tam tefillin.)

Onkelus will take about a
half-hour or forty-five The Or LaShamayim(from
minutes. It isn’t all that long, Rebbe Meir'l Apter zt'l)

11. This story also teaches a lesson for askanim, who think they

accomplish so much with their attempts and strategies, and they forget
that they are but a puppet in Hashem'’s hands, and ultimately Hashem does
everything. The "askanim" in this story spoke with the bus driver, and they
thought they convinced him to go to Yerushalayim, but they didn't do
anything, since the bus driver's original plan was to go to Yerushalayim.
Similarly, askanim think that they are accomplishing so much, when they
are just enabling Hashem's original plan to go through. Although we
appreciate their efforts, and they will be rewarded for being the shaliach,
they should humbly be aware of how everything is from Hashem.
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teaches that whoever igerformed the mitzvah of
cautious to bemaavir sidrah reviewing the parshah ouw
Friday morning, and he alsooun anw xpn, he shouldn’t
cuts his fingernails lekavod give up. He can start now,
ShabbosFriday morning, he'swith Parshas Shemos But
guaranteed that he will notobviously, fortunate are those
transgress severe sins in theho keep this halachah from
upcoming week. the beginning of the year.

At the beginning of Parshas Shabbos
Shemosit states,ua mmw 75w
5w, The Baal HaTurim said
that these letters areoshei
teivosfor ouw won % ws o
e oyl 51.33 DUAN TANY NP
55 oovn man owe, "One who
studies theparashah twice the One Friday morning, thdaal
pesukim and once Onkelus habayis was getting ready to
and sings it sweetly, will live go to the marketplace for
a long satisfying life." business. His wife told him,
"Remember it's Friday. Come
home early."

Reb Simchah Kaplan zt'l
relates that as &achur he
learned in yeshivas Mir, and
he would eat meals by a
couple who had only one son.

Why is this mitzvah alluded to
at the beginning ofParshas
Shemo® Wouldn't it be better When Reb Simchah Kaplan
to suggest it in Parshas returned home from the
Bereishis so we can beyeshiva, around noontime, he
cautious the entire year to besaw that the baal habusta

maavir sidral? standing at the window,

_ . anxiously waiting for her
Perhaps the Torah is teaching husband to return home

us that even if a few months

have already passed since th&Vhy are you worried?" Reb

beginning of the new year, andSimcha asked her. "There are
one realizes that he hasn't yetmany hours left to Shabbos."
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"Since you asked, | will tell first child. We can't just send
you our story and you will them away without a solution.’
understand why I'm so

concerned. We didn't have'The Chofetz Chaim told us,
children for many years. After Accept on yourselves to bring
many prayers and tears, oushabeS in early, and you will
only son was born, but merit miracles.’
doctors told us that our baby

was born with a hole in his My ~ husband  and |
heart. They said he wouldntmmediately committed

live long. The doctors advisedourselves to do so. While still

us to go to Vilna where Standing in front of the

there’s a cardiac specialist.ChOfeJ[Z Chaim, we already

We traveled to Vilna. This perceived some improvement
in our son. By the time we
renowned doctor gave us the

) : returned to Krakow, where we
same diagnosis: Our son has

hole in his heart, and thereﬁlved’ he was completely well.

Isn't a cure. "The doctor in Krakow was

., shocked when he saw our
We went to the Chofetzy,py e told him that the
Chaim, and told him of our chofet; Chaim performed the
plight. The Chofetz Cha'mmiracle, in the merit of
said, 'What do you wantghaphos. The doctor said,
from me? | can't Dbe 'please go back to Vilna, and
mechayeh meisith show the doctor what
happened to your son. It is

"The  Chofetz ~ Chaim'ssimply a miracle. | will pay
grandson was in the room at for your trip..."

the time, and he pleaded for

us. He said to his grandfather;wWe went back to Vilna. At
"This couple was childless forfirst, the doctor didn’t believe
many Yyears, and this is theithat this was the same child.



30 Torah Wellsprings - Bereishis

We explained to him that ourMordechai of Lechovitzzy’a,
son recovered in the merit ofinviting him to join them for
Shabbos and due to thean emergency meeting. At
Chofetz Chaim's blessingsthat time, young Jewish
The doctor Said, 'the ChOfetZCh”dren were being

Chaim maden v, conscripted into the Czar's

army, and the rabbanim

wanted to convene a meeting
to search for a solution.

The woman concluded, "Now.
I’'m certain you understand
why it's so important for me
that my husband comes hom

hen th i
early today." en € messenger carrying

the letter  arrived, Reb
Mordechai was in the midst of
saying emotional and tearful

Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz ! €Nillim. - When he finshed,
zy'a once said, "If people Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz

would listen to me, they wouldtold the messenger, "Tell the
make tosfos Shabbos and thenrabbanim of thensox that if

they wouldn’t lack anything they —can influence the
throughout the week." Lithuanian Yidden to take on

Shabbos two hours before
The rabbanim of Minskzt'l sunset, | can annul afjezeiros
sent a letter to Rebbe against Bnei Yisrael."

Taking in Shabbos early is
also asegulahfor parnassah
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