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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

This Sunday Morning, April 25, 2021 at 9:45 AM at the home of

Yoollonl b TPoa N o Az

34 Deerwood Rd. Wesley Hills, NY

We would like to invite you to our home this Sunday morning, for a breakfast for the benefit of the Kamenitzer Kollel. The
Kamenitzer Rosh Yeshiva, Moreinu Verabeinu Harav Hagaon Rav Levi Krupenia " Xt, was from the Gedolim who came
from Europe after the churban. His hasmoda in learning was legendary. Nevertheless, the Rosh Yeshiva " Xt devoted so
much of his time and energy to be mechanech his talmdimim to strive for and become true NN "TIY and NN '2NX.

My Father, Shlita, and R’ Berg 5" xr, had the zechus of being talmidim of the Rosh Yeshiva "Xt when the Yeshiva was in
Woodridge, NY in the 60’s and early 70’s.

The Kollel today is flourishing under the able direction of HaRav Bourch Ber Krupenia Shlita, and HaRav Yeruchem Krupenia
Shlita. They are striving very successfully to maintain the level of excellence established by their father 5" xr.

We will be privileged with the honor of hearing Divrei Bracha from

MARA D’ASRA SHA’AR HASHAMAYIM
10:30 AM SHARP

This breakfast is being dedicated nnwi 121> Rabbi Alter Yaakov Dovid Bookson "1, whose tzedaka and chesed
were exemplary, and who was so involved w9111 1521 in many mosdos HaTorah and 112'X 21X of the Monsey
community. Rabbi Bookson "t was a mechuten to the Rosh Yeshiva, HaRav Hagaon Rav Krupenia 2" xr.

As our friends and neighbors, your participation is a great honor and chesed. Those neighbors with whom we are not so
well acquainted, please feel comfortable to come and share in a Dvar Mitzva. There is no better way of becoming friends
than through Dvar Mitzva.

Looking forward to seeing you this Sunday,

DNt

Efraim Book ¢ Dovid Brecher ¢ Sruly Dahan « Yoel Eisenreich ¢ Ephraim Finkelstein « Shalom Fogel « Akiva Grossman
Dovid Hershkowitz « Shlomo Horowitz « Mayer Lieber ¢ Yitzchok Mashitz « David Minder « Rabbi Menashe Newhouse
Moshe Aron Newhouse ¢ Meir Mordechai Newhouse * Naftoli Silberberg « Moshe Leib Stern ¢ Dr. Shmuel Zentman
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

mong the seventy-five Mitzvos in Parshas
Kedoshim, according to the count of the
Sefer Hachinuch, are the Mitzvos of nmaw ,0p5
nxm; which amount to eight in total. The Chinuch
gives us a little insight into these Mitzvos to help
us somewhat understand them better, explain that
Hashem wants His Chosen People to wear the
crown of all the cherished mav mmn. They should
have a nam mm no1a wa, a giving spirit to be able
to share some of the blessings that Hashem gave
them. Those acts will provide - even for the soul -
>N mva wm on - great satisfaction. The Chinuch
continues, to totally clear out your fields without
considering the plight of the poor, whose survival
depends on the generosity of others indicates yn
my7 wan 25, a heartless self-indulgence and may
result in a nasty future, since Hashem treats us
with m ™ 1.

Let us move ahead to Parsha Emor, where the
Mitzvah is repeated again (23:22), where Chazal,

quoted by Rashi, understand the repetition of nx»s

to teach that by failing to leave over that section
of the field you have violated TWO x5. Rashi
continues and quotes a o215 nn that notes the
unexpected position of this second x5, in the midst
of the Parsha detailing all of our Yamim Tovim and
their Korbanos. It begins with (Shabbos) Pesach
and Shavuos, interrupts with nxs, and continues
with Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkos,
prompting Chazal to teach that nnow vp5 1nun 53
2MpM WIpNRN D12 132 19K THY POyn MX1D Mpb Rm
mna oy vhy. Wow! Fulfilling these Mitzvos

VOL. 1/ISSUE 82 X”apn1mx 1’

of nxm nnow vpb is equivalent to building the Bais
Hamikdash and offering all the Korbanos on the
Mizbaech - what a Mitzvah! But we still wonder
how and why these Mitzvos are superior to the
everyday Mitzvah of Tzedaka, helping out the
poor without specifically being a farmer. Regular
Tzedaka brings Beracha, many Berachos, but we
don’t find anything close to what Chazal ascribe to
TINDI INow vPY.

I have a friend, a great Talmid Chacham, named
Rav Zelig Prag Shlita who said a wondrous Vort
here. Regular Tzedaka is when you stick your
hand into your pocket, take out your money and
give it away. Peah is where you abandon your field
and allow complete strangers to treat it as if IS
THEIRS - YOU BECOME OIS-BALLEIBOS OF
YOUR OWN FIELD - it is Hetker, and you cannot
even help the -1y take the produce (Peah 5:6). He
takes your produce as if it HIS, and this aspect is
what elevates Peah above regular Tzedaka.

This idea allows us insight as to why the Mitzvah of
Peah is positioned in Parshas Emor as well. We all
need to be reminded about who the real Baalebos
is in our world. He is the one in charge of our
health - 2wa 5> xom , our nourishment - we say
Hwn 1R M3, our children - we say “wx o1>n
TTay nx opdx pn; the list is endless. The time of
year when good Yidden have this in the forefront
of their minds is before the ox om2, when we
don’t feel so secure anymore. The lesson of vp5

SLNODAYT

nxm nnow is the proper preparation for these Holy °

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y . .

Days, and that may be the reason why it precedes
them in the Parshah.

Let’s move on even further ahead to Megilas Rus.
Naomi and Rus finally return to Eretz Yisroel,
shattered and impoverished. The people of Bais
Lechem barely recognize them and wonder in
my1 nxt1 ¢ Rav Yehoshua
Bachrach (in his book Mother of Royalty) supposes
that they did not get a warm welcome and were not

astonishment (2:2)

offered any help due to Noamis abandoning them
during the famine - see Rashi in the beginning
of Rus. The words of the Medrash (Rus Rabba
1:4) are X1 5w 125 onw, they discouraged and
broke the hearts of Yisroel. Naomi then sends
Rus to gather the nxm1 nnow vpb and wanders until
she finds Boaz’s field. (See Rokeach 2:3 that 15m
xam is the same letters as n%3, indicating that
she would become his 153.) There, Boaz tries to
make sure that she gets the food that she needs.
Rashi (2:16) says that Boaz went as far as to tell his
workers to pretend as if they had forgotten some
stalks (Halachically questionable if they were even
in fact nnow). It would seem that Boaz wanted to
ensure her ability to take the food without being
hassled at all. He went out of his way to make her
feel that she is just as much a Baaleibos of the field
as he. That is the naby nbyn of these Mitzvos.

It is worthwhile to learn and ponder the message
of Chazal on what Rus said. The Pasuk (2:19) says
N2 01N MY NP WK wRn 0w, the name of the man
that I did a Chesed for today was Boaz. Chazal
derive from here, oy nww nan bpa awxn anw TN
nvan byan oy aw apn ,pn, the poor recipient does

more for the giver than the giver does for the poor
recipient. We need to remind ourselves - about
regular Tzedaka - who is really doing who the
favor. Sometimes I need to bring someone who is
Nebach collecting for a serious need to members
of the community. The “REAL” Gutteh Yiden
THANK ME for bringing them. They live by this
Chazal. We should all be Zocheh.

Among those who are nywb ooyn.

>R YNV

/w./f b prD
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llluminating Man’s Inner World

APRIL 24

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Kedoshim: I Guess It Is a Pretty Big Deal

U ndoubtedly, there are few people who need
convincing how religiously, morally and
emotionally harmful it is to hate another human
being. With every fiber we understand the
poisonous nature of hate and the eternal value
of love. In fact, the meforshim emphasize based
on the pasuk in this week’s parsha:

AN'NY NYR NDIA NJINAIT72ANRNN KIWDXT,
that the prohibition does not need to find an
expression in speech or behavior. Just having
animus in one’s heart suffices to violate the 110'R
NDN'MIRT.

Furthermore, while the gemarah in Pesachim
113b learns that there is in fact a mitzvah to hate
a VU1, this conclusion is not advocated by the
Rambam and, according to many acharonim, is
rejected out of hand for our day and age. What is
clear is that hatred for anyone, perceived yw or
otherwise, has no place in our religious outlook.

What is perhaps not so clear are two questions
that I was recently thinking about that emerge
from the famous gemarah in Yoma that stands as
the single most well-known source concerning
the dangers associated with DIN NXlW. The
gemarah writes that:

MM7'RM NIYA NN 701V 1Y Y WUT7N 72N
-DIN NXIY 12 ANIIY 11917 2170 AN 1191 ,0ToN
NTIY :NNY U7¢ T2 DIN DRIY A7H7YY 71077

.D'NT MO, NiMY 473,17

While the gemarah perhaps needs no
explanation, I was struck by the questions of
both how and why. The gemarah goes out of its
way to say that during bayis sheini there was a
conscientiousness about Torah, mitzvos and

gemillas chasadim. Logically, how is it possible
for a generation to excel in the above behaviors
and at the same time fail so abjectly in the area
of ahavas and sin’as chinam. It seems difficult to
fathom.

Additionally, while we understand the
pernicious nature of DIN NXIYW, why does it
warrant the destruction of the ’n na? Is the
impact of DIN NXIW truly equivalent to the full
societal breakdown reflected by the three big
sins? Big deal? Absolutely. Catastrophically and
apocalyptically big? On first blush I'm not so
sure.

So why in fact does hatred of others as
demonstrated by the story of Kamtza and Bar
Kamtza rate as a sin of such magnitude. Among
other reasonable and plausible explanations
let me suggest that a comment by the Chazon
Ish (beginning of the 4th perek of Emunah and
Bitachon) is instructive. The Chazon Ish argues
that all of character development boils down to
whether man has the capacity and the desire to
impose the 1I'n W (the refined and elevated
feeling) onto the "IN w1 (the natural and
instinctive feeling). All of man’s behavior in this
world revolves around the one fundamental
question of whether man can bring to bear his/
her refined instincts instead of just giving free
reign to one’s baser nature.

In a way DIN NXIY is the ultimate reflection of
uncontrolled natural and base instincts. Such
and such a person, community, or ideology
bothers me, annoys me, triggers me and I just
let the natural emotions of dislike carry the day.
That behavior demonstrates the same lack of
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

control evident in the big three sins and in and
of itself constitutes some measure of churban.
That environment is incompatible with the Beis
HaMikdash which emphasizes kedusha and
refinement.

There might be another approach as well. The
next pasukinthe parshacompletesthis particular
segment of pesukim dealing with interpersonal
relationships and feelings by commanding the
mitzvah of ¥y nanXk and concludes with the
words ‘N "IX. The placement of this statement
that ‘I am G-d’ coming on the heels of the niixn
IN'2N7 0DTX |2 should not be superficially glossed
over. Why is it here that we are reminded of G-d’s
existence and preeminence?

There is no shortage of answers in the meforshim
thatdealwiththisissue butIwould like tosuggest
the following. The mitzvos to love another person
and to eliminate feelings of hatred extend well
beyond the necessity for a social contract or
the imperative of tikkun middos. As Rav Kook
emphasizes in a number of his writings, ahavas
rei’a is at heart the recognition of the 'n 1IN
that burns in every human especially as it is
manifest in those who have the same covenantal
history as we do. In some, that 'n 1IX burns fully
and deeply and one does not have to struggle
to recognize the other’s innate G-dliness. In
others, the task of identifying their fundamental
Elokus poses more of a challenge and then the
onus is upon us to probe deeper and marshal
the necessary N1IV |'V and the proper spirit of
compassion. (Please see a beautiful Oznaim
L'Torah on this pasuk Vayikra 19:17)

At heart ahavas rei’a is a mitzvah that recognizes
the presence of G-d everywhere, in everything
and in everyone. The one who hates others has
either consciously rejected the ubiquitous nature
of G-d’s presence in the world or does not have
the capacity of perceiving Elokus. That inability
on a personal level is a genuine tragedy, and on

RAMAPOSE
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anational levelis nothing short of a catastrophe.

I believe that this approach sheds light on the
questions that were posed earlier. It is certainly
conceivable thatapersonorasociety canexcelin
fulfillingand maintainingthe ‘body’ of observance
- learning, mitzvos, gemillas chassadim etc...
- while somehow being disconnected from
the ‘soul’ of observance which is defined by
recognizing, connecting with and expanding
Elokus in this world. We understand and are
often witness to how dichotomous our lives can
be and how the body can take front and center
while the soul lags far behind. That seemed to
be the state of affairs during bayis sheini.

Is that comparable to avodah zarah and gilui
araiyos? Should it animate the destruction of
the Beis HaMikdash? The answer is clearly
yes. The purpose of a Mishkan or Mikdash is to
create a structure that brings awareness of G-d’s
presence in the universe. The existence of that
structure cannot co-exist with a lack of Elokus
be it in the form of behavioral immorality or in
the form of the community’s inability to perceive
sanctity among their neighbors and friends.
These are both forms of rejecting G-d’s presence
in the world and the destruction of the Batei
Mikdashos were less a punishment per se and
more of a natural consequence.

The bad news is that we collectively still struggle
with the challenges posed by the mitzvos of
ahavas and sin’as chinam. The good news is
that we have ample opportunities (almost every
minute of every day) to address these challenges.
IY’H we should have the strength of spiritand the
presence of mind to bring our innate desire for
sanctity into the domain of human interactions.

Have a good Shabbos
R’ Blass

Rabbi Blass can be reached at blass@yu.edu
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To serve in place of his father — "ax nnn |nd%
R’ Shimon ben Yochai said, “l am able to exempt the entire world
from the judgment of the World to Come from the day | was born
until now. And were my son Elazar with me, we could exempt the

world from creation until now. And were Yosam ben Uziyahu with ‘He tells the end in advance’ - 'mn" nX Uxn 1an’

us from the day the world was created until its end. (Succah 45b). Before Pesach | went into a large store that sells kitchen equipment
Rashi explains why Yosam ben Uziyahu was specifically mentioned. for restaurants and institutions, which is across from my pizza store. |
Because he was more righteous and humbler than all the other met a friend there who also owns a pizzeria and was also looking for
kings due to the honor he showed his father. During the years when equipment. It is well known that Erev Pesach is a busy tie for pizza and
his father (Uziyahu) was a metzora, Yosam did not take the title of food stores. We saw a special heating bag which was relatively new
king although he was a Judge, and any decree that he issued - he on the market, that allows you to put a number of trays in it and carry
issued in his father’s name. it on your back like a backpack, which also allows someone with an
The Torah says (16:32) IT' X X70' WWKI MIX NUN' WK [1dN 191" electric bike to make deliveries. Since he bought a number of these
"X NNN 027 — ‘The Kohen, who has been anointed or who has bags, he received a very low price, and | also bought one for me.
been given the authority to serve in place of his father’, and we can Erev Pesach was very busy especially for deliveries. | tried to help out
ask, “Why does it mention here ‘to serve in lace of his father’, the with my own car despite that | had to be in the store. Now the
Kehuna is not given as an inheritance like kingship, and it is not hashgacha became clear. The worker who worked for me for many
transmitted from father to son? And why does the Torah refer to years came to lend a hand and what did he come with? A scooter

the Kohen as ‘who has been given the authority to serve in place of without a basket. He put the new bag on his back and took the
his father’? The explanation is that even though it is true that his deliveries. Had | not met the friend in the store and bought the bag, |
father was not the Kohen Gadol, still, the Kohen Gadol must keep would not have been able to make the deliveries.

in mind that all his power in the Kehuna stems from the power of With thanks to Hashem for thinking ahead for me and taking care of

his father who was a Kohen, son after son, until Aharon the Kohen. my needs before | even asked for it.

When he comes to atone for Bnei Yisroel, he must remember that .ND
it is not his own merit that atones for them, rather, it is the merit ~ Kk

of his ancestors the Kohanim and the merit of his forefather, the ‘Tree, tree how can | bless you?’ - '1)11){ ana |'7'N |'7'N'
first Kohen Gadol, Aharon the Kohen, and only in this way is it | | am alittle embarrassed, but it is already Erev Rosh Chodesh lyar and
possible to atone for Bnei Yisroel. I still have not yet made the bracha on the trees. | called the Rav to
Even if you merited to attain a lofty level, and if you merit on Yom | 55k how to do this since | was on the road and | was not in a familiar
Kippur or any other day that you reach a high level, you must | neighborhood like other years when | would go into a friend’s garden
remember that it was not your merit that brought you here, but or something like that.

rather, the merit of your ancestors. The very going in the ways of The Rav explained to me what | should be looking for, and how the
our ancestors testifies that we know that all that we have is in their tree should look with its blossoms that | can make the bracha.

merit. Even the king Yosam ben Uziyahu, in the merit of honoring While | was driving, | kept looking around and in the middle of

his father meritied to attain a level where he was able to exempt Highway 6 | saw trees exactly as the Rav described them. | hurried to
the entire world from judgment from the day it was created until the side of the road and joyously made the bracha. | had not seen
its end. trees to make the bracha on the entire length of the highway.

This coming week is the yahrzeit of R’ Shimon ben Yochai, and by | thanked Hashem and accepted upon myself that b’ezras Hashem
learning from his words to go in the paths of our fathers, we can next year | would make the bracha on the first day.

rely on his power to exempt us from judgment, ‘and he will 53

advocate goodness for us, our master Bar Yochai’.
- Tiv HaTorah - Acharei

NI NNIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NNYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYYW ANIDI NIDTY
NPIN NIN 2 INYYHINTNNDIENPAY NIY 2 DTN 0NN

RAMAP

MARKETING | DESIGN |



i

IN'7257N1 |I'0an

1]

QD

The challenge and its purpose
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Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of the two sons of
Aharon, when they approached before Hashem and they died. And
Hashem said to Moshe, “Speak to Aharon, your brother, he may
not come at all times into the Sanctuary, within the curtain, in
front of the cover that is upon the Aron, and he will not die, for
with a cloud | appear on the cover of the Aron.” (16:1-2)

Rashi explains: Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of
Aharon’s two sons — Why did the Torah say this? R’ Elazar ben
Azaryah would explain it with a parable. It can be compared to a
sick person to whom a doctor went into to treat. He said to him,
“Do not eat cold food, and do not lie in a damp, chilly place.”
Another doctor came to him and said, “Do not eat cold food, and
do not lie in a damp, chilly place, so that you will not die the way
that So-and-so died.” The second doctor roused him more than the
first one. This is why it says, “after the death of Aharon’s two sons.
This teaching comes to warn Aharon not to do as his sons had done,
they brought incense that they were not told to bring as the posuk
states (10:1) WX N2 NN IMNNN W'R XKINQAXRI AT AR 22 I
'DNIN DIX X7 AWK DT UK 1271 NIV N7V n'w'l — ‘The sons of
Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, each took his firepan, they put fire in them
and placed incense upon it, and they brought before Hashem a
strange fire that He had not commanded them.” This was the day of
the inauguration of the Mishkan after Israel merited that Hashem
Yisbarach reveal Himself by bringing down fire from Heaven. Then
when Nadav and Avihu saw how the glory of Hashem was revealed
when the fire came down to the Mizbeach, they were aroused with
love and great desire, and they hurried to do something on their own.
They took one of the shovels [firepan] and placed glowing coals in it
and the powdered incense on top of it, and they brought it into the
Inner Sanctum to burn it before Hashem.

These righteous individuals intended for the sake of Heaven as they
wanted to awaken additional light for Israel, however, they actions
were not the will of Hashem, as it states, ‘a strange fire that He had
not commanded them’, and since this was so, HaKadosh Baruch Hu
sanctified His Name with the death of those who came close to Him,
even though they were righteous as we have said.

Therefore, immediately after this, HaKadosh Baruch Hu warns
Aharon with this command that he is not to come to the Sanctuary at
all times to burn incense as his sons did. He adds a reason for this,
‘for with a cloud | appear upon the Aron cover’. The plain meaning of
the posuk is that HaKadosh Baruch Hu dwells in that holy place and
by gazing at the Shechina, he might come to die Rachmana litzlan.
However, there is another explanation. The Torah’s intent is to hint
another reason prohibiting bringing incense at all times, as we have
mentioned, Aharon’s sons wanted to extend the light to Israel with
their service. It is regarding this that HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “for
with a cloud | appear upon the Aron cover”, that is, it is true that the
holy service in the Sanctuary extends light to Israel and this helps
them become acceptable to their Creator and His service. However,
the matter needs limits and boundaries for it is not possible to extend
boundless light, for then Israel will not be challenged to overpower
the yetzer which tempts for bad and not for good. Man’s purpose in
coming to this world is to overpower the yester, for only through
overpowering the enticement of the yetzer can the person merit the
satisfaction Above. This is the intent of the posuk “for with a cloud |
appear upon the Aron cover’, that even the light that extends through
the incense upon the cover must come from ‘cloud and fog’, that
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the light does not extend more than the desired measure, and still
be in a cloud.

This awareness —that the purpose of a person’s coming to this world
is to be strengthened in Hashem even when He is hidden — must be
etched on the heart of every Jew. This will enable the person to be
strong when things are difficult for him, and he will fulfill his purpose
in the world. We will explain: The person must know that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu created His world to benefit His creatures. True,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu knows that people’s minds are not settled by
receiving this for free, therefore, He teaches the person to be
involved in Torah and mitzvos and then he will benefit in their merit.
However, the truth of the matter is that although even the study of
Torah and keeping mitzvos enlightens and calms the mind of the
person, they themselves are considered good rewards, and were
these reasons not hidden or the difficulties associated with being
involved with Torah and mitzvos, they would not be considered the
rewards for hard work. Again, the person will think his reward is a
free gift. Therefore, HaKadosh Baruch Hu did a kindness for the
person by implanting the ‘yetzer hara’ in his soul, which contrives all
sorts of schemes causing difficulties and hindrances to keep the
person from fulfilling his obligation in the world. When a person
withstands the challenge and overcomes these difficulties, the
person feels as if he has worked hard and then he can ‘rightfully’
take his reward, even though after the challenge the person sees the
result is to bring him to this point. He sees that in the merit of
withstanding the challenge he has earned a treasure, the Torah and
good deeds that make him happy and settlers his mind. Still, it seems
to him that he has worked hard since during the challenge he had to
fend off and vanquish his yetzer.

We must know that the truth of the matter is that the person only
fulfills his duty in the world through hiddenness, still, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu has bestowed kindness on him and has set up Tzaddikim
in every generation to light the way for us in times of challenge, and
to inform us that all darkness that surrounds the person is only to
test him, and this strengthens the person to stand up to the yetzer
and conquer it. The righteous of the generations light the way for
Bnei Yisroel and always strengthen and encourage them and aside
that their words have an effect now, they leave an impression for
the generations, since their words are etched in seforim and anyone
who wants to can be warmed by their light even today.

We find an example by the ‘Degel Machane Ephraim’ in the name of
his grandfather, the Baal Shem Tov. It states (Devorim 31:18) "anI'
'119 1'NOoX "non — ‘I will surely conceal My face’. This is difficult, how
is this possible that HaKadosh Baruch Hu will hide Himself from His
children? True, this can be compared to a king who walls in his palace
from onlookers, and he also blocks out his son. The wise son cannot
believe that his beloved father wants to distance himself, so he
thinks the wall is merely an illusion, and its purpose is to see how
hard his sons will try to see their father. The Baal Shem Tov says it is
the same with HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who sits hidden, and it appears
that the person cannot see Him, and he wonders why HaKadosh
Baruch Hu left. But HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “I will conceal My
face”, you should know that | am hidden so that you should look for
me. | am watching over you and | will reward everyone accordingly.
This also explains the posuk (Bereishis 46:4) ‘I will go down with you
to Egypt, and | will also come up’. HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells the Jew,
“l am with you when you are down in the darkness of Egypt, | see
your actions, and if you have faith in me, and withstand all the
challenges, | will go up with you.” This is the purpose of this world,
and one receives reward, but the principle is for the World to Come.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Achrei - Kedoshim & Lag Bomer 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

To Commemorate Lag BaOmer

The Magnificent Connection between
the Seventy Mitzvos in Parshas Kedoshim
and Rashbi’s Seventy Tikunim to Perpetuate Torah in Yisrael

Inhonor of the auspiciously approaching day of Lag BaOmer,
the celebration of the divine Tanna Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai,
it is fitting that we explore a statement in the Zohar hakadosh
(Kedoshim 81a) related to one of the parshiyos we will read
this week, parshas Kedoshim. We learn that when Rashbi’s
holy entourage would reach parshas Kedoshim, they would
rejoice: mwaas .NANT BRI IR DO NIYYD KT 1T WNA ,RAR 030 R
JIATTY ATIERT 2UAPT N1 NIINARA 1wYs 0Ty NI Wwnn
JrEeraw 1 nwaa’ oeaann yean 1wssw Rabbi Abba taught: This
parsha encompasses the general principles of the entire
Torah and the seal of truth—“emes.” Exalted secrets are
revealed in this parsha related to the ten utterances,
decrees and punishments, and heavenly mitzvos. When
the colleagues reached this parsha, they were elated.

G-d Forbid Torah Should Be Forgotten from Yisrael

In this essay, we will present to our esteemed readership a
novel idea regarding the joy of Rashbi’s entourage associated
with parshas Kedoshim. We will begin by referring to the
Gemara (Shabbas 138b):

FONWNW 1IN TNY 1NN 11203 090Y 1n1a 10I0wS 1380 un”
2y9 MY 0PN T DIND DIRD DU 1A (N0 -1 D1RY) AnRaY  SNTwn
37 N1 ../ 9MaT AR YIwY ox o oonb Nax K51 arby aye RS ,yana
RY "5 TRRIY INTWIR 071N MONWNY DT DR, ANIR N 13 1yhY
AT *an nown

The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: When our Rabbis
entered the vineyard in Yavneh, they said, “The Torah will
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eventually be forgotten from Yisrael” . . . It was taught in
a Baraisa: Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai says, “Chas v’shalom
that the Torah should be forgotten from Yisrael; for it is
stated (Devarim 31, 21): ‘For it shall not be forgotten from
the mouth of its offspring.”

This Gemara deserves further scrutiny. After all, among
the sages studying in the vineyard in Yavneh were many holy
Tannaim, who illuminated the world with their Torah. They
included Rabban Gamliel (the Nasi), Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah,
Rabbi Eliezer ben Hurkenos, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananyabh,
Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Yehudah the son of Rabbi Ilai, among others.
They all lamented the eventuality that “in the future, the
Torah will be forgotten by Yisrael.” Yet, the divine Tanna,
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, stated explicitly that that would never
happen, citing the passuk: “For it shall not be forgotten from
the mouth of its offspring.” We will endeavor to explain what
Rashbi knew that none of the other Tannaim knew.

It appears that we can explain the matter based on the fact
that this dispute between the sages and Rashbi took place
“when they entered the vineyard in Yavneh.” Now, we have
learned elsewhere in the Gemara (Gittin 56b) that Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakai requested of Vespasian Caesar: m3 %% 1"
"mmsmi—give me Yavneh and her sages. Thus, it is apparent
that he requested that the Roman leader not destroy Yavneh,
which was the residence of all the great Torah sages of the
time. He sought to preserve the Torah in Yisrael by sparing

the Torah sages in Yavneh.
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This is the significance of the Gemara’s statement: When
our Rabbis entered the vineyard in Yavneh, they said,
“The Torah will eventually be forgotten from Yisrael.”
They foresaw via their “ruach hakodesh” that ultimately, they
would be exiled along with the rest of Yisrael. They realized
that the Torah scholars would be dispersed throughout the
various countries of exile; and due to the spiritual decline of
the Jewish people and the darkness of galus prior to the arrival
of the Mashiach, it would be inevitable for the Torah not to
be forgotten. Their fears seemed to be substantiated by the
prophetic words of the navi (Amos 8, 11): mixa @83 @ ma”
Yy ox 5 omb Ry K51 orbh aya KRS ,yana 3y nnbwm ophs n
s a1 nx Behold, days are coming—the word of the
Hashem, Elokim—when I will send hunger into the land;
not a hunger for bread nor a thirst for water, but to hear
the words of Hashem.

Undaunted by their fears, the divine Rashbi proclaimed:
“Chas v’shalom that the Torah should be forgotten from
Yisrael.” For, he believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that
in the merit of his acumen in the Torah of mysticism, he
possessed the ability to prevent that from happening. For, a
tzaddik possesses the ability to order a decree which HKB”H
is obliged to fulfill, in keeping with the passuk (Iyov 22, 28):
IR 7122 72977 1 1Y apet iR anan'—you would utter a decree
and it would be done, and light would shine upon your
ways. Thus, he was confident that his Torah and kedushah
would prevent the Torah from being forgotten in Yisrael.
So, whenever the Torah is in danger, chas v’shalom, of being
forgotten due to the pressures and difficulties of galus, Rashbi’s
voice resonates throughout the world: “Chas v’shalom that
the Torah should be forgotten from Yisrael.”

A Fascinating Allusion in Rashbi’s Proclamation

This coincides magnificently with a teaching in the Likutei
Moharan, which also appears in the Tiferes Shlomo (Lag
BaOmer), which has become widespread throughout the
Jewish world. They point out a fascinating allusion inherent
in Rashbi’s proclamation: anxiw bxaws min nonwnw iy on”
"yt san mown KY °5 The last letters of the passuk he cites: »s
Tyt Yan rown K'Y are an anagram for »"xmw. Thus, the passuk
alludes to the fact that in the merit of Yochai’s offspring, namely
Rabbi Shimon, the Torah will not be forgotten from Yisrael.

Shvilei Pinches

Now, it gives me great pleasure to present an allusion we
presented in the sefer K'dai Hu Rabbi Shimon (9, 2). The
opening words of the holy Torah (Bereishis 1, 1): n"wx22
o"oR X3 (1,202) possess the exact same numerical value
(gematria) as the words of the passuk in Devarim: n”swnx"y s
1y=r7an (1,202). In his gloss on the Zohar hakadosh, Nitzotzei
Oros (Acharei 61b, 1), the Gaon Chida, ztz"l, writes that the
word n"wK13 is an acronym for *Xrv» 2 1pRw °2' NATR TR—
the illumination of the Torah of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai.
This explains very nicely why the fact that Rashbi is the one
who will prevent the Torah from being forgotten in Yisrael is
alluded to specifically in the first passuk of Bereishis.

Rashbi’s Greatness Stems from the Fact
that He Berated the Roman Regime

To better
tremendous capacity, let us refer to the words of Chazal. They

comprehend how Rashbi acquired this
describe how he achieved his incredible Torah acumen during
the thirteen years that he and his son, Rabbi Eleazar, hid in
a cave from the Roman authorities. They had sentenced him
to death for his zealous remarks berating the Roman empire.
Here is what we are taught in the Gemara (Shabbas 33b):

2017 2393 TPYR 2371 T 231 AW 1,333 0oY 1vn1an 10w
ARANRT...Q1PA Y52 @IM3TART WRT IRYINR 9313 T 02 LR e
SJIYRAW 9391 201 2371 T 227 ANt D1pn Yo nrnaTan wRa
MRIR SW 1wYn 0INI TAD,TART T 737 1NA LT 0 13 T 2
AW Y01 927 NIRRT 1PN 0w 1PN RPN 1P T

PRI 2P0, 1aRY TIEY YR 1170 KRY 1ponw fnYs,anRT vawn mayl

o .oon 1 Sieth meawa any (e 1T MINMaEn R 1e 2wty

SToYRe AYww AT 1MnRR L1eYaY 1pRwaT nneaT 981 0 1 AT
AN At TIpRw | r1Iasey AYar pRww Yo

Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Yossi and Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
were sitting together in Kerem b’Yavneh; Yehudah ben
Gerim was sitting nearby. Rabbi Yehudah, known as “the
first of the speakers,” opened the discussion by praising the
accomplishments of the Romans in Eretz Yisrael — such as
After
hearing Rabbi Yehudah express his admiration for the Roman

establishing marketplaces, bridges and bathhouses.
occupation, Rabbi Yossi remained silent. Rashbi, however,
responded by pointing out that everything they established
was to serve their own purposes and agenda. For instance, the
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marketplaces were established to accommodate prostitutes;
the bridges were built to collect tolls and taxes.

Yehudah ben Gerim recounted this discussion to some of
his associates, and it ultimately came to the attention of the
government. According to Rashi, he recounted the discussion
to either students or to his parents, but not directly to the
Roman authorities — who became aware of it, nonetheless.
The Romans promptly elevated Rabbi Yehudah’s status — as
a reward for his praise; they exiled Rabbi Yossi to Tzippori
for remaining silent; and they sentenced Rabbi Shimon to be
executed for his derogatory remarks. Rabbi Shimon and his
son went into hiding in a cave; they dwelled in seclusion in the
cave for twelve years.

As a result of the Roman decree, Rashbi and Rabbi Elazar
studied Torah in that cave day and night until they were
informed by Eliyahu HaNavi that the Roman Caesar had died,
and the decree had been rescinded. At that point, they exited
the cave. Due to their extreme kedushah, however, they could
not bear seeing people engaging in daily, mundane chores
rather than engaging in Torah-study. Their reaction was
so extreme and sensational that according to the Gemara’s
account (ibid.): gawa 7 120y Panuw oipn Ysa—whatever they
gazed upon immediately burst into flames. This prompted a
heavenly voice to call out: "Ranapn’y 1mron ,onRE M1y 2" —
did you exit (the cave) to destroy My world? Return to your
cave. Subsequently, they returned to the cave for one full year;
then they left it for good.

The Zohar Chadash (Ki Savo) teaches us that Eliyahu HaNavi
came to the cave twice a day to teach them Torah. Attesting to
this fact, the divine kabbalist, Rabbi Shimon Lavi, zy”a, writes
in the popular, holy song "»xm1» 22”: ,moa 17, Naw? 210 2w IR 927
TR I AP DY, NTIRYY R n1yns nnas aws av—Bar Yochai,
you had a good sojourn, one day you ran, one day you fled.
In a rocky cave, you stayed, there you acquired your glory
and your strength. Thus, we learn that Rashbi’s greatness was
achieved as a result of his zealous defense of Hashem, which
prompted him to disparage the Roman empire. His remarks
forced him to flee and hide in the cave for thirteen years.

It Is a Known Fact that Eisav Hates Yaakov

Let us consider what prompted Rashbi to endanger his life
by speaking disparagingly of the Romans. Clearly, he did not

Shvilei Pincles

presume that his remarks would remain secret. After all, we
have a fundamental principle that anything said in the presence
of three people will no longer remain a secret. As we have
learned in the Gemara (Arachin 16a): *axa XaarnMT RNYn 957
R73M71 %9 MR RT3 7780 RRPU KR NS RIwYD own 13 Y Rnbn
"my R K93 Taamr—anything said in front of three people
is not categorized as “lashon hara.” Why? Because your
friend has a friend; and your friend’s friend has a friend.

So, let us explain Rashbi’s profound rationale. As Rashi
comments in parshas Vayishlach (Bereishis 33, 4), based on
the Sifri (Beha'aloscha 11): Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai says: It
is an established fact that Eisav hates Yaakov. Now, our holy
sefarim teach us that Yisrael’s enemies employ two distinct
strategies to combas us. They either confront us and battle us
openly as the wicked Haman did in his ploy to exterminate the
Jews. Or, conversely, they adopt a policy of peace in an attempt
to draw us near and cause us to intermingle and assimilate
with them. This second tactic is attested to in the following
passuk (Tehillim 106, 35): "amwyn 11aY" o3 1=3yn"—they
mingled with the goyim and learned their ways.

This then is the basis for Rashbi’s pronouncement: “It
is an established fact that Eisav hates Yaakov.” In other
words, HKB”H instilled in the goyim a hatred of Yisrael, so
that Yisrael would not assimilate with them and adopt their
ways. It appears that this innate hatred between Eisav and
Yaakov was already set in motion by HKB”H when they were
twins in Rivka’s womb. For, they began quarreling even then,
as it is written (Bereishis 25, 22): "naap3 moaan wx1an’—the
In fact, the Sefer Chassidim

writes (1137): apy? 7a%r 12, 001092 1wP1 3PY° 192 12K YWl 1o9

children clashed within her.

mwyn—therefore, animosity was instilled between Yaakov
and Eisav when they were young; so that Yaakov would not
learn from Eisav.

This phenomenon is also described in the Midrash
Temurah, attributed to Rabbi Yishmael and Rabbi Akiva:
“Yisrael wish to express a tremendous debt of gratitude
to HKB"H for instilling hatred and rivalry (antagonism)
between them and the nations of the world. Otherwise,
they would mingle with the goyim and adopt their ways .
.. Therefore, praise the G-d of the heavens, for His chesed
is never-ending.”
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We find the following amazing words in Rabeinu Bachayei’s
commentary on the passuk (Vayikra 20, 26): “And I have
separated you from among the nations to be Mine.” The
wisdom of the Torah required us to be separate in our
food, our studies and our dress. And because we have
been chosen to observe the mitzvos of the Torah, they are
jealous of us. Due to their jealousy, they are prone to hate
us. This is consistent with Chazal’s elucidation (Shabbas
89a): “Its name is Chorev. So, why is it called Sinai?
Because the idolaters’ hatred emanated from there.”
(Translator’s note: The name Sinai is related to the Hebrew
word for hatred—"“sin’ah.”)

With this in mind, we can now suggest the following. When
Rashbi heard Rabbi Yehudah ben Ilai praising the Romans
for establishing marketplaces and building bridges and
bathhouses, which were used and frequented by Yisrael, as
well; he grasped their malintent. They did not forbid the Jews
from using their facilities, because they intended to corrupt
Yisrael by having them assimilate with them.

Therefore, he placed his life in danger by speaking out
and disparaging the Romans: 7718% 85X 1upn &Y upnw nn b
"mxy—they did all of these things to satisfy their hearts’
desires pertaining to all of the meaningless pursuits of Olam
HaZeh. This is why they did not prevent Yisrael from using
their facilities and joining them; the Romans wanted to
encourage them to also delight in the pleasures of Olam HaZeh
and assimilate with them. Thus, his disparaging remarks
were aimed at distancing Yisrael from the Romans, in keeping
with the notion of (Tehillim 97, 10): mwa1 1n1w p1 1R1w ' 227IR"
"ayeey meywa 1 rron—O0 lovers of Hashem, despise evil;
He protects the lives of His devout ones; He rescues them
from the hand of the wicked. The abhorrence of evil is a
magnificent way to safeguard ourselves against falling into the
traps and pitfalls of evil. It was in this merit that Rashbi was
able to prevent Yisrael from forgetting the Torah; he inculcated
in them the power to remain separate from the goyim.

Seventy Tikunim in the Passuk “Bereishis”
to Prevent Forgetting the Torah
while in the Midst of the Seventy Nations

With this introduction, we will now focus on the joy and
elation experienced by the holy disciples of Rashbi associated

Shvilei Pinclhes

with parshas Kedoshim. The parsha opens with the following
passuk (Vayikra 19, 1): »13 ny Y5 B 1927 ,9nKRY mwn HR 'n s
"RIYPYN T YR WITP 99 1Phn oYWty  amuR nanrt YRaw>—Hashem
spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the entire assembly
of Bnei Yisrael and say to them: You shall be kadosh
(holy), for I, Hashem, your G-d, am holy. Based on the
This teaches us that
this portion of the Torah was said at a gathering of the

Toras Kohanim, Rashi comments:

entire assembly of Yisrael, because the majority of the
essentials of the Torah depend upon it. According to the
Sifsei Chachamim, Rashi deduces this fact from the unusual
wording employed by the passuk: "ox=w? »13 'ny o' Ux 131"—
speak to the entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael—rather than
the usual wording employed throughout the Torah: »2%x=27"
"ox=wr*—speak to Bnei Yisrael.

Let us embellish this thought based on a passuk at the end
of the parsha (ibid. 20, 23): mbwna R WK »an NP2 190 KT
D5NN *N7TaT WK DIPPYN T AN LB YRONT WY TR U5 nR 5 novan
soayn n Do not follow the traditions of the nation that
I expel from before you; for, they did all of these and I
was disgusted with them ... I am Hashem, your G-d, Who
has separated you from the nations. The Ba'al HaTurim
comments: “Who has separated you”—seventy mitzvos in
parshas Kedoshim corresponding to the seventy nations
thatlseparated you from. For this reason, parshas Kedoshim
was said aloud at a gathering of the entire assembly of Yisrael.
Since it contains seventy mitzvos that are designed to keep
us separate from the seventy nations, it possesses a special
status and significance.

It is with great pleasure that we can apply this fact to
explain why the divine Tanna Rashbi expounded seventy
tikunim in the Tikunei Zohar on the passuk: 8273 nwx=2"
7PN NRT R AR 2SR, As explained in the Tikunei Zohar
(Introduction 1a): wma7 ,8n=IRY 122218 PYaW 712987 20110 11900
"RIPIIN TINDR NYWRA3 AYhas oRf a3 nynw san—the Tikunei
Zohar are seventy faces of the Torah that Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai expounded on the word Bereishis concerning
the esoterica of the Torah. Concerning this matter, Rabbi
Avraham, the son of the Gra, writes in Beiur Mahara: y11v
MO (-1 2YYRN) AnKRa BT awn B Tabw RIT R R
15T 2w ,2N55W MTINSW DY Al 5t 7Y 1030 R LBvphRn vyn
sRmIRT o1 paaR 'Yy It is known that the “raiya mehemna”
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(“loyal shepherd”) refers to the one who learned with
Rashbi. Of them, it says (Tehillim 8, 6): “Yet You have made
him only a little less than the divine.” Moshe Rabeinu, a”h,
was privileged to perceive 49 faces of Torah she’b’chsay,
while Rashbi was privileged to perceive seventy faces of
the esoterica of the Torah.

We learn from his sacred remarks that seventy faces of
This is
substantiated from the following excerpt from the Tikunei
Zohar (Introduction 17b): Rabbi Shimon began with the
following remark: “In the beginning (“Bereishis”), G-d
created.” (Tehillim 25, 14) “The secret (7"1v) of Hashem is
to those who fear Him, and His covenant to inform them.”

the Torah of mysticism were revealed to Rashbi.

These secrets (7"1v) refer to the seventy ways the word
“Bereishis” is expounded in this parsha. (Translator’s note:
The gematria of *"1v is seventy.) Thus, we learn that there are
seventy faces of the Torah of mysticism—the Torah of *"10—
that were revealed to Rashbi in association with the word
"mrwra2”. This is alluded to by the passuk: 131 P25 11 110"
"my»*111 and is the basis for the formulation of the great author
of the Ben Ish Chai in the piyyut "mY 15 nnanaxy: mwyaw nwy”
7RI M3 TN BN 1PN 03 oeian oape pipn—he made
seventy tikunim, more precious than pearls, with which
he remedied the upper spheres, our master, Bar Yochai.

With this understanding, we can explain why Rashbi
revealed seventy aspects of the word “Bereishis.” Let us
refer to Rashi’s commentary: “Bereishis.” This passuk cries
out: “Expound me!” As the Rabbis of blessed memory
expounded it: For the Torah which is called “the beginning
of His way,” and for Yisrael who are called “the first of His
crop.” Now, as we have learned, Rashbi was concerned that
when Yisrael would be dispersed among the seventy nations
in galus, they would forget the Torah, chas v’shalom. To
prevent this eventuality, he made seventy tikunim, revealing
the secrets of the Torah based on the word "n*wx12”. They
were designed to separate the neshamos of Yisrael from
the seventy nations of the world and prevent Yisrael from
forgetting and abandoning the Torah. Thus, the significance of
the word “Bereishis” would be realized: The Almighty created
the world for the Torah and for Yisrael; and if the Torah were
to be forgotten from Yisrael, chas v’shalom, there would be no

purpose in creating the world.
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This coincides magnificently with the allusions mentioned
above: The word n"wxa3 is an acronym for 11p@'w 731 navn AR
xr1 va—the illumination of the Torah of Rabbi Shimon
ben Yochai—and the gematria of the words x"a3 n"wx=z
" oR equals 1"par ¥an n"swn K" »s—it will not be forgotten
from the mouths of his offspring. For, due to the seventy
faces of the Torah expounded by Rashbi in association with
the word “Bereishis,” he ensured that the Torah would not be
forgotten by Yisrael while in galus among the seventy nations
of the world.

We can now appreciate and participate in the joy
experienced by Rashbi’s disciples when they reached parshas
Kedoshim. As explained, parshas Kedoshim was read aloud
in the presence of the entire assembly, because it contains
seventy mitzvos that separate us from the seventy nations of
the world. Similarly, Rashbi expounded seventy faces on the
word “Bereishis” to separate Yisrael from the seventy nations
and to prevent Yisrael from forgetting the Torah. Hence, they
rejoiced specifically on parshas Kedoshim.

Rashbi a Nitzotz of Moshe
Eliminated the Forgetting of the Torah
Precipitated by the Breaking of the Luchos

Let us now explore the wonders of HKB”H, the grand
Orchestrator, and His rationale for specifically choosing
Rashbi to eliminate the forgetting of the Torah from Yisrael. In
Likutei HaShas (Shabbas 33b), our teacher, the Arizal, teaches
us: Rashbi, a”h, was a nitzotz (a spark from the neshamah)
of Moshe Rabeinu, a”’h. Additionally, we have learned in the
Gemara (Eiruvin 54a): nnonwa RS, nu1wsan nimy 1snw: 87 oo’
"sx1won min—had the first luchos not been shattered, the
Torah would never have been forgotten by Yisrael. Thus,
we learn that the breaking of the first luchos precipitated the
forgetting of the Torah by Yisrael.

Thus, it should be apparent to us that if Moshe Rabeinu
caused the eventuality of the Torah being forgotten by Yisrael,
it must have been for Yisrael’s benefit—so that they would be
judged for the “cheit ha'eigel” as single and unattached rather
than as a married woman. Therefore, it fell upon Rashbi, a
nitzotz of Moshe Rabeinu, to make amends—to eliminate the
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possibility of Yisrael forgetting the Torah by providing the
illumination of the Torah of mysticism.

This explains very nicely the juxtaposition of the conclusion
of the Torah and its beginning. The Torah concludes with the
passuk (Devarim 34, 12): awx Yr1an xamn 9351 g n ovr
"oxawe 5o vy mwn nwy—and for all the strong hand and for
all the great awesomeness that Moshe performed before
the eyes of all Yisrael. Rashi comments: That his heart
inspired him to shatter the luchos before their eyes, as
it says (ibid. 9, 17): “And I shattered them before your
eyes.” And the mind of HKB”H concurred with the mind of
Moshe, as it says (Shemos 34, 1): “Which you shattered”—
implying “yishar kochacha” for having shattered them.
The difficulty, however, is the fear and concern raised by our
sages in Kerem b’Yavneh that the Torah would eventually be

forgotten by Yisrael.

\!f

Shvilei Pinclhes

Therefore, to allay this concern, HKB”H connected the end
of the Torah with its beginning with the words: x73 n»wxa3”
"PART AN RYR nR RPYR. As we have learned, the word n”wi=aa
is an acronym for *xmv» va pyr'w 2 narnark—the illumination
of the Torah of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai. Thus, the Torah
begins with an allusion to Rashbi who was a nitzotz of Moshe
Rabeinu. Hence, it was specifically Rashbi who expounded
on the term “Bereishis” seventy faces of perception and
understanding to prevent Yisrael from forgetting the Torah
whenin galusamong the seventy nations of the world. With this
power, he proclaimed confidently: “G-d forbid that the Torah
should be forgotten by Yisrael!” As we have learned, this is
also alluded to by the first passuk of the Torah as follows: The
gematria of the words ”mYx 813 n"wK13 equals n"swn X" »">
1y=r *an—it will not be forgotten from the mouths of his
offspring—because Rashbi, the nitzotz of Moshe eliminated
the forgetting of the Torah by Yisrael.
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of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of DN %53 13°mN

Family Madeb - nnwi »19pY
their dear mother
Lea bat Virgini n"y

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandchildren

n”p BAax 112 AT’ pnx " His Father nnwa 1YY

el "1‘-"—_/? '-\":f':"—h i

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

—

Y [ -
SIS TN

/ o

— = e e e T L T T
resNEE e eV e eV e s s e

(4 it | P L T ) P = O |
| /:x o AN e A Pt T N e T e e ha
Nk & tr=th I8 S (=N ST =ty & S e =a N G ST (e =n

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NNIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NNYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYYW ANIDI NIDTY
NP'IN NN [2 IN'VY INNDIENPAY NIY 2 DTING DNNAN

/ Parshas Achrei - Kedoshim & Lag Bomer 5781 | 6

OO

Nlemps, =
iy ./r’;"'\".‘-



To sponsor or dedicate
this publication, please
call the Areivim office:

845-371-2760 or email
info@areivim.com

845-371-2760 | INFO@AREIVIM.COM |

reivim
LIFELONG SUCCESS

P.O. BOX 166 HILLBURN, NY 10931 |

EMERGENCY HOTLINE
Dial: 845-371-2760

or Text: 914-490-8129
and type the word
“EMERGENCY”’

WWW.AREIVIM.COM

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com
and enter "Subscribe” into the subject line.

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

eople often wonder, and become overly stressed

because of their concern, about what they should do

when they do Aveiros, especially when they have done
a lot of them. Sometimes, and some people have such a
tendency, they often complicate the process. The Medrash
(21:5) simplifies the process,“If you did a bunch of Aveiros,
do a bunch of Mitzvohs".

The simple message of the Medrash is to stop the pattern
and just make sure to do what’s right from here on. This
doesn’t downplay the need forTeshuva and Viduy. But it
does remove the need of Segulas and certainly of Yi'ush,
just giving up. Instead, put one foot forward, then the other,

and then repeat. Just start again.

The Medrash continues that people should place a specific
focus on doing what’s right in the area that they did Aveiros.
If they compromised on Shabbos, make Shabbos their
project. If they lacked proper speech, they should place
significant effort in using their speech to make Shalom
between people.

By simplifying the process, it should make it easier for
people to bounce back from their mistakes. As always, the
Torah isn’t complex. It is often people that make it appear
so.

Is My Belief Of Relentlessness Just A Cop-out? s, s swmue cruc

How does one walk that line between refusing to be defeated

while maintaining a healthy level of guilt so that | may effect
change? Refusing to be defeated is very helpful, but not if I'm
fooling myself.

I received the following question from a friend:

This was the best question that | have heard in a while.The
answer is individually based.All | can offer are the guidelines
to help individuals decide whether they are actually on the
road of growth, even if it will take years, or if they are just
feeding themselves lies that they are doing their best.

People are fooling themselves when the area of change they
seek is easy, requiring nothing more than a commitment
yet, still, they keep failing. For example, it should not be too
difficult to remember to close cabinet drawers after opening
them. If you fail after a few weeks of trying to remember,
you are probably fooling yourself. Many of our goals are
more difficult than closing drawers in the kitchen. Short
term failure doesn’t mean that we are fooling ourselves.

| have had, and continue to have, many goals which | am

mindful of every day. In the least, | remember my goals as
| watch myself fail. Yet | continue to fight a losing battle.
Why do | bother? | have learned that continuing the battle
eventually leads to internalized change. Here is why that is
often the case.

My negative traits have had free reign inside my head for
months, often years. | am up against something which has
taken root for a long time; its tentacles reach deep inside
my head.

Changing a long-standing norm is difficult. It can become
easier when my life is in upheaval, especially when the
upheaval is the motivation to change. For example,a person
with a temper may find it difficult to change. It should be
easier when the change becomes necessary because he or
she is facing the possibility of divorce. The urgency should
be a motivator. If not, the person may not be serious
about changing. Sadly, people’s defense mechanisms often
downplay the crisis which then downplays the need to
change. Denying the crisis doesn’t make it go away. Instead,
it guarantees it.
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It is also easier to change people’s bad habits when a person
is unable to rely on any norms. For example:Vhen a person
loses a job and has no schedule or is outside of the home
for a while. (That’s one of the reasons why teenagers
often change so dramatically when they go to a dormitory
school.) Patterns don’t play a role and each action must be
considered instead of living on “automatic”.

In the majority of cases, people are attempting to change
while all their norms are in place.That makes it much more
difficult and the process can be expected to take much
longer. The bad habits have been there for years and trying
to change them in less time than those habits reigned free
is a challenging venture. It takes significant discipline to stop
being impatient, lazy, or even something as simple as stopping
to bite one's nails, if the reasons for those behaviors remain
unchanged.

With some people, the change
begins immediately, even if only
minimally. First, they succeed | out
of 100 times, then | out of 99, etc.
With others, there seems to be no
noticeable change and it would seem
that the person is not serious about
change. But that’s not necessarily
the truth.

If a person is committed to change,

he will change, even if it seems to

the person that he is not gaining any

ground. Here are some of the steps necessary to create
internal change even when it seems like no change is taking
place. Those that consistently follow the guidelines below
are the ones sincerely "in the game” and will eventually
become the person they strive to be.

I) Always go through the motions. Going through the
process each time causes negative traits to become worn
down. Just as the negative trait was done hundreds of times,
you may have to do the opposite hundreds of times for things
to change. Just keep doing it. Eventually, it changes not only
how you act but how you think. It’s difficult to do something
which does not seem to make a difference. Therefore, keep
in mind that consistency is an important factor. Stopping for
a week will set the process back, possibly requiring people
to begin from scratch. In addition, even when relentlessly
trying to change, approaching it differently each time will
have less of an ability to change than precise repetition will.

"Faa]ale fargat that
personal growth is a
Lifetime project and they
Pecome discous raqed After a
Jew days or weeks.”

For example, a person who decides to start Davening with
a Minyan will find it easier to become comfortable doing so
if they attempt to go to the same Minyan at the same time
each day.

2) In addition to going through the motions, you must have
confidence that, by going through the motions, eventually it
will change your habits. Any time | have consistently fought
a habit knowing it will take months, even years, and | stayed
consistent, eventually | changed. Acting with confidence
reinforces change. Acting without confidence takes the
energy out of whatever you are doing.

3) Make sure you stay uncomfortable. There was a Zman
| wasn’t learning too well and | am being generous with
myself with that description. Throughout the Zman, |
committed to always show up on time to each Seder. The
reason | did so was that, if | come, I'm "in the game”. Once |
stop coming, | am not. | realized that
being uncomfortable is a statement
to myself that this is important to
me. Sadly, today, many people feel
they have an inherent right not to be
inconvenienced. This attitude limits
people’s opportunities to grow.

4) Keep reminding yourself of the
goal and why that goal is important
to you. It is not enough to say
that you want to stop biting your
nails because you should. Add that
it makes you sick to look at it. The same is true for any
negative trait.You must appreciate why it is bad and what it
is costing you.

To answer the question of whether the person can honestly
say about themselves that they are sincerely looking to

grow, depends on whether they are giving it their all or not.
It is not dependent on whether or not they are succeeding.

People forget that personal growth is a lifetime project and
they become discouraged after a few days or weeks. They
believe that it should be easier, and once it’s not, it means
they will never succeed. Realizing that change can take
years should allow people to realize that not seeing any
change after a few months doesn’t mean that they aren’t
on schedule.

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

OO

18LS WIHSOQ3AMN-SOW IFYVHIOV SVYHSYVd



MIZMOR
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

A Study of Shabbos #29
Connecting Lag B’'Omer to Rashbi and Moshe Rebeinu
By David Gurwitz

I vividly recall the first and only time that I went to
Meron, in the north of eretz Yisrael, for Lag B'Omer, in
5764.

The structure of the calendar was just like this year,
5774, in that Lag B'Omer fell out on motzei Shabbos. 1
was part of a Lakewood Mission. We were fortunate -
"ashrecha” - to be spending Shabbos is Sefas, which is
very close to Meron. Our bus brought us to the kever
of “Rashbi” - Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai zt”/ - ahead of
the massive crowd which followed - to be at the kever
of a tzadik on his yarzeit.

I remember speaking to our distinguished group before
we left, at shalosh seudas, the mystical third meal on
Shabbos. 1 mentioned, post Pesach, being in Sefas,
that I felt a sense of order, of being beseder. Then, I
reminded the o/lam that Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch
zt”l brilliantly teaches us about the connection among
the similar sounding words Shabbos, shofat (judge),
sfas (lips), sfas (sea shore), shevet (tribe and stick),
tzifun (north), sefas (tongs created before
Shabbos). What do they have in common
linguistically? They all put things in order. It made
sense, then, that Sefas the city would act like its
phonetic cousins. Of course, Shabbos always does that
to us.

We are, as we say in “observant” English, “holding by
Shabbos, parshas Bechukosai”, and Lag B’‘Omer begins
this motzei Shabbos. One can get quite excited about
the prospects of spiritual enhancements on the holy
day of Lag B'Omer - and forget to stay connected to
Shabbos. However, we are not supposed to think about
or discuss most things on Shabbos which follow
Shabbos. Every bit of Torah that we learn or say on
Shabbos is considered a thousand times more valuable
than what we learn during the week — perhaps because
we were give the Torah on Shabbos, at Har Sinai, on
Shavuos, which we are counting up to at this time as
well.

Therefore, as we work towards the tremendous
revelations of Lag B’‘Omer in a similar fashion this year,
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I'd like to focus on some rather deep connections
among Lag B’Omer, Rashbi, and Moshe Rebeinu to
Shabbos Kodesh that we might want to consider in
order to maximize the benefits that Lag B'Omer can
provide us. We see some amazing things.

First, the value of the words “"Shimon Bar Yochai” is
begematria Shabbos. Also, Yismach Moshe is
begematria Shabbos! The Arizal tells us that Rabbi
Shimon was a gilgul or reincarnation of Moshe Rebeinu.

Second, Lag B'Omer is also begematria Moshe, with the
kollel. Besides going on Lag B'Omer to Meron, where
Rabbi Shimon is buried, many also go to Meron on 7
Adar, the yartzeit of Moshe Rabeinu. That is one of the
reasons given for the great joy and celebration of Lag
B’Omer - that Moshe Rabeinu was buried in eretz
Yisrael, via Rabbi Shimon!

Third, let’s apply the “at bash” transformation method
of the alef beis to “Rashbi”. Aleph switches with saf,
beis with shin, etc. We find that the combined value of
the replacement “at bash” letters — gimmel (3), beis
(2), shin (300), and mem (40), together, is 345,
exactly the value of...Moshe!

Fourth, there is a famous song that many sing every
Shabbos (now we can understand why!): Bar Yochai
nishmachata ashrecha shemen sasson michaberecha -
Bar Yochai! You were anointed - you are fortunate -
with oil of fields from your fellows. ” It is fascinating that
the first letters of this expression “Bar
Yochai...michaberecha” also adds up to the value of
Shabbos!

Fifth, Parshas Bechuchosai is the 33™ parsha in the
Torah and is always read on Shabbos around Lag
Ba’omer, which literally refers to the 337 day of the
Omer count. It is interesting that the first aliyah has 33
letters - and that shin is the 215t |etter, bais is the
second, and yud is the 10t of the Alef-Bais, adding up
to 33. Also, this parsha discusses brachos and
tochachos. Another word with three letters whose
position in the Alef-Bais adds up to 33 is beirach,
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blessing. It is also quite fascinating that the 33" word
of the 50 word kapitel Tehillim that we say before
bentching - shir hama‘alos - is sheviseinu - which
begins with the first letters of Shimon Bar Yochai!

It is amazing that the 33™ mention of Rabbi Shimon in
all of the Talmud appears on the 33 page or daf of the
Gemara in mesechta Shabbos ! What makes this even
more incredible is that we must keep in mind that the
gemara or Talmud, which was passed down father to
son for over one thousand years before being written
down over a several hundred year period, was redacted
on scrolls long before they were written down into page
numbered “dafs”. Rabbi Shimon also has the unique
distinction of being mentioned in every chapter in the
Talmud.

Sixth, this 33" day of the Omer count is a combination
of the midos of hod shebehod, following 32 days -
begematria cavod (honor). As we wrote last week, the
lack of cavod of the students of Rabbi Akiva led to their
deaths - and the starting over with five students, one
of whom was Rashbi.

However, the 33rd word in the Torah is tov, and a great
teaching of Rabbi Shimon throughout the entire
Talmud is to see the good in others. This was the
hallmark of Aaron Hakohen, and is articulated in pirkei
avos 1/12: be like students of Aharon - love peace and
pursue peace.”

Seventh, the word “Moshe” spelled out has a value of
446, the same as “vayinafash. - and the world was
refreshed “- which we say on Shabbos. We also called
say in Shabbos davening “korei oneg’ - it is called a
delight.

It hit me that the value of korei oneg’ is also 446.
Perhaps that is another reason to feel the essence of
Moshe in our soul every Shabbos!

Eighth, it is interesting that the spelled-out letters of
LaG - lamud and gimmel - also mystically refer us to
the two spiritual giants Rabi Akiva and Rav Shimon.
How?

Lamud spelled out - lamud, mem, daled - has a
gematria of 74. 74 is the value of ayin daled, which
are the two enlarged letters in the Shema, the last
words uttered by Rabbi Akiva.

Gimmel spelled out - gimmel, mem, lamud - has a
value of 73. 73 is the value of chochmah. As we have
written before, the first sentence in the Torah has a
value of 2,701, which is the value of adding 1 and 2
and 3 up to 73, the value of chochmah. This is keneged
Rabbi Shimon, who authored the Tikkunei Zohar
analyzing the 72 combinations of the 6 letters of the
word Bereishis. In fact, the letters in the word Bereishis
can be rearranged to spell the two words “es Rashbi”,
meaning it is Rav Shimon bar Yochai.
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Ninth, connected to this idea of constancy is the fact
that when the letters of the word leiv — lamid (mem,
daled) and bais (yud, sof) - are spelled out, the inner
letters reveal another astounding fact: sof, mem, yud,
and daled form the word tomid, meaning constant.

The Torah begins and ends with the letters Bais and
Lamid, forming the word leiv. The entire Torah is really
one heart, and it is a lifetime job to try and engrave its
words and meanings on our hearts. The light of Rashbi
is considered to shines below each year on the
anniversary of his petirah, and affects the heart of
EVERY type Jew. This partially explains the vast
numbers of simple, non observant Jews who gather in
Meron on Lag B'Omer.

Rabbi Shimon is best known as the author of the
mystical Zohar, yet he also is a giant in the revealed
aspects of Torah and Talmud. In fact, the Talmud
states that "the opinion of Rabbi Shimon can be relied
upon in a pinch” - even when the halachic ruling is not
according to his opinion!

The fires of Meron and the fire of the revelation of the
mystical tradition represent the fires in our soul
searching for Torah. Rabbi Shimon revealed the
teachings of his Rebbi, Rabbi Akiva. Therefore, Lag
B’Omer is also a celebration of the life of Rabbi Akiva,
whose life the Romans who murdered him would not
allow to be celebrated.

Rabbi Shimon revealed great secrets to his students,
which were recorded in the Idra Rabba section of the
Zohar in the last few hours before he passed away.
They represented the teachings of his rebbe, Rabbi
Akiva. Since the Zohar was physically introduced into
the world on Lag B'Omer - and then hidden from much
of the world for over a thousand years. Therefore, it,
too, shines on that day.

We can possibly exalt Hashem by taking on the work
ethic of Moshe Rebeinu and Rashbi, and of Rabbi Akiva.
Rashi says that im Bechuchosai - if you follow - refers
to ameilus - work - in Torah. We said at the splitting
of the sea "zeh kali vianvehu - this is my Hashem and
I will exalt him.” The letters of the word kali form the
first letters of the expression - adam le‘amel yolad -
man was born to toil.” The Arizal also says of parshas
Bechuchosai that the reward for our work is seen in the
level of soul in gilgulim!

Clearly, while the depths that they reached are beyond
us, via the ability to amal - to work — we can attain
great heights and depths. By doing so, Hashem should
bless us to reach some level of understanding of our
great teachers Moshe Rebeinu and Rashbi and Rabbi
Akiva and the Arizal, all zt’.

David
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With this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary: with a young bull
for a sin-offering and a ram for an elevation offering... from the
assembly of Bnei Yisrael he shall take two he-goats. (16:3,5)

Chazal (Midrash Rabbah, Vayikra 21:11) state that the
three korbanos, offerings, that were brought on Yom Kippur
represented the three Avos, Patriarchs. The young bull that
served as a korban chatas, sin-offering, represented Avraham
Avinu. The ram that was used as a korban olah, elevation-
offering, symbolised Yitzchak Avinu. The two he-goats denoted
Yaakov Avinu. When the Kohen Gadol entered the Sanctuary, he
did so b’z’chus, in the merit of, the three korbanos that he
brought.

Avraham Avinu sacrificed himself, manifesting extreme
devotion, for the purpose of bringing a pagan world closer to
Hashem. His love for people and his constant acts of chesed,
lovingkindness, distinguished him in a world that spawned
paganism and immorality, a society in which people were
devoted to themselves. Yitzchak Avinu exemplified mesiras
nefesh, self-sacrifice, for Hashem and His honour. Yaakov Avinu’s
korban was different. It demonstrated that one is able to forgo
and defer his personal proclivities, to overcome his sense of self,
in order to fulfil Hashem’s commands or that of the greater
good. Yaakov was the epitome of emes, truth. He could not
tolerate any vestige of falsehood. Yet, when his mother
instructed him to act in a less than honest manner in his pursuit
of Yitzchak’s blessings, he listened to her. Some people would
sooner throw themselves into fiery cauldrons than to carry out
parental requests, than happily and lovingly accept what their
parents have to say and execute what they have asked of them.

Horav Yechiel Weinberg, zl, posits that Yaakov’s korban
is critical to the atonement Klal Yisrael seeks on Yom Kippur. The
first two korbanos represent the middos, attributes, evinced by
Avraham and Yitzchak and are insufficient to effect atonement.
To sacrifice oneself for the Creator or for people is important, but
inadequate. Avraham’s middah was ahavah, intense love of
Hashem. Yitzchak’s middah was yiraah, intense fear and awe of
Hashem. Thus, what Avraham and Yitzchak did, their ability to
sacrifice, was actually intrinsic to who/what they were. Avraham
loved; Yitzchak feared. They acted in accordance with their
middos, their standards of living, their values. They always were
afraid, however, that when they had to live outside the box,
when Hashem would demand that they exit their comfort zones,
so that they were compelled to fear or love not in consonance
with their natural tendencies, they would not be able to continue
to serve Hashem with such devotion. Avraham and Yitzchak each
acted within the parameters of his inherent character. Yaakov
was called upon to act out of character.

Nonetheless, notes the Rosh Yeshivah, Yaakov’s korban
is third in sequence, because this is not the correct progression
of service. A child is not taught to walk backwards, because he
will surely stumble and fall. He must follow a sequence that
prioritises what is habitual and conventional and, only then,
focus on the iconoclastic. The Kohen Gadol enters the Kodesh
Hakodoshim, Holy of Holies, facing forward. Once the chamber is
filled with smoke from the Ketores, Incense, he backs out, never
turning his face from the Aron HaKodesh.

Acting against deep-rooted character requires strength;
the more innate the character, the greater the need for inner
strength to overcome one’s inveterate predilection towards
acting in a specific manner. We are confronted with a situation to
which we, based upon our nature, would respond in what is
probably an acceptable manner. Yet, we go against our grain and
act in an unexpected manner, just because “something” told us it
was the right thing to do. That one decision can forever alter our
approach to life and living. Yaakov Avinu was the essence of
emes; yet, when it was necessary (based upon his mother’s
instructions), he acted out of character. He did not prevaricate.
He did what had to be done, but this is not the way in which he
usually acted. The following story is about a man who acted out
of character. It is not an “out of this world” dynamite story, but it
imparts a powerful lesson which might (should) cause us to think
twice when we must make a decision to do something which we
consider irregular or even idiosyncratic, but, if it makes a
difference in someone’s life, we will do it.

The author of the story used to drive a taxi for a living.
He had a pickup at 2:30 A.M. in an area not known for its
security. He pulled up to a building that was entirely dark except
for one light in the window on the first floor. Under such
circumstances, most cabbies would honk once and give the fare
two minutes to acknowledge his presence, then drive away. This
driver was different. Many of his regular fares were very poor
and relied on taxis as their only means of transportation.
Therefore, he always got out of the taxi and walked to the door.
The passenger might be a person in need. He went to the door of
the apartment, knocked, and heard, “Just a minute,” expressed
by someone with a frail voice. He heard something being
dragged across the floor.

The cabbie waited for a few minutes until the door
opened. A small woman in her mid-80’s stood there, dressed in a
simple print dress, wearing a pill box hat on her head with a veil
over her eyes, like someone from the 1940’s. She had a small,
nylon suitcase by her side. Her apartment did not appear lived in,
as all the furniture was covered in sheets. No clocks, pictures,
mirrors or knick-knacks were on the walls. In the corner was a
cardboard box filled with photos and glassware.

The woman looked up at the driver and asked, “Would
you be so kind as to carry my bag out to the car?” The cabbie
took the bag and returned to assist the woman. During this
entire time, she kept on thanking him for assisting her. “It is

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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nothing,” he said. “I always help my passengers. | like to treat my
passengers the way | would want my mother to be treated.”

Once they entered the cab, she gave him the address.
She then asked, “Can you drive me through downtown?” “Sure,”
he said, “but it is not the shortest route. | can make it much
quicker if | take the regular route.”

The elderly woman said, “l am not in a rush. | am on my
way to a hospice.” She continued speaking. Meanwhile, the
cabbie looked in the rear-view mirror and noticed that her eyes
were glistening. “I no longer have any family left. The doctor says
| do not have much longer to live.”

At that moment, the cabbie reached over, shut the
meter, and asked, “What route would you like me to take?” For
the next two hours, they drove all over the city as she reminisced
about growing up, getting married, all the while pointing to the
various neighbourhoods in which she had once lived. Then she
said, “I am tired. It is time. Let us go to the hospice.” He pulled
up at the door and two orderlies greeted her. She was expected.

“How much do | owe you?” she asked. “Nothing,” he
answered. “If anything, | owe you.”

“You gave an old woman a moment of joy. Thank you.”

Now: Had that woman been picked up by an angry
driver, one who wanted to hurry and pick up another fare, it
would have ended much differently for her. The driver was within
his rights to pick her up, drive her to her destination via the
shortest route and move on. He did not, because he overcame
his natural tendency. It was probably one of the most important
decisions he had ever made in his life, because he gave an old
woman the opportunity to feel some comfort and joy during one
of the most difficult times of her life. It is not necessary to
underscore the need for each of us to mull over the story and ask
what we would have done, how we would have acted. Hashem
grants us challenges which are actually opportunities for
improving ourselves. The next time such an opportunity arises,
remember this story.

KEDOSHIM
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You shall not hate your brother in your heart. (19:17)

The Torah alludes to one reason why one should not hate
a fellow Jew: he is your brother; brothers do not hate. Clearly,
this is a prohibitive mitzvah which, for “some reason,” people
have difficulty observing. Chazal (Talmud Yoma 9:B) teach that
Hashem destroyed the Bais HaMikdash Rishon, First Temple,
because people transgressed the three cardinal sins of murder,
adultery and idol worship. During the period of the Second
Temple, the generation studied Torah diligently, observed
mitzvos, and performed gemilus chasadim, acts of loving
kindness; yet, because they fell short in their interpersonal
relationships, due to sinaas chinam, baseless hatred, Hashem
destroyed the Temple. In his commentary to Yerushalmi Yoma
1:1, the Pnei Moshe adds: Kol middah tovah hayah lahem, “They
possessed every good character trait.” They exemplified
character refinement, but they loved money, and, as a result,
hated anyone who infringed upon them. This idea that sinaas
chinam is possible, even in the best of people, is underscored by
the Maharsha (commentary to Yoma 9b).
Horav A. Henach Leibowitz, zl, derives from here that
even one who has achieved talmid chacham, Torah scholar,

status, possesses refined character traits and is involved in acts
of chesed is not spared from the sin of baseless hatred. We think
that one who studies Torah is protected from such a sin, that a
person who devotes himself to gemilus chasadim could never be
a victim of such egregious sin, but, we see from here, that it is
not true. The only way to save oneself from falling into the abyss
of hatred is awareness that no one is protected from this sin.
Therefore, one must always be on guard to see to it that he does
not become one of the victims of this sin.

While the above is apparently true, we still require
(some form of) a rationale to make sense of this anomaly. Why
do Torah and chesed not transform and protect a person from
this scourge? | think the answer lies in the invariable response
when one is questioned about why he hates: “I do not hate, and
anyone whom | hate really deserves being hated.” In other
words, we deny hating. It is always the other fellow who hates —
for a reason which he cannot fathom. So, two people refuse to
speak to one another. Why? Because the other fellow hates him.
He has no problem with him. The other fellow seems to have the
problem. When we ask the same question of the “antagonist,”
the response will invariably be the same: “I do not hate him. He
hates me.”

We justify our personal animus towards others whom
we feel are deserving of this ignominious “honour.” For many,
the sin of sinaas chinam is the “other guy’s” fault. “If you want to
end sinaas chinam — agree with me!” has become the clarion call
of all the purveyors of hate. We are quick to point out the flaws
of others whom we blame for the needless, baseless,
unwarranted strife, but, until we are willing to accept or share in
the blame, the reason that Hashem destroyed the Second Bais
HaMikdash will sadly prevail.

We find another form of chinam in Midrashic literature:
bechiyah shel chinam. Klal Yisrael wept the night the meraglim
returned with a slanted report concerning Eretz Yisrael. Klal
Yisrael became stricken with fear and cried their hearts out.
Hashem said, “You cried a bechiyah shel chinam, unwarranted
weeping; | will give you a bechiyah [I'doros, weeping for
generations.” Hashem was alluding to Tisha B’Av, our national
day of mourning, when we cry over the destruction of the Batei
Mikdash and all of the grief that resulted from it. Why were their
tears considered a bechiyah shel chinam? They certainly thought
they were crying for a valid reason. This was their mistake.
Hashem had promised to protect them. He had “proven” Himself
time and again — and now they had the temerity to cry? This is
what is meant by chinam. Just because you think it is bad — does
not mean that it is bad. Likewise, just because [ think that
someone deserves my hatred does not justify my actions.
Hashem determines everything that occurs in our lives. If
someone hurt us — it is because Hashem used him as His agent.
That is all he is: Hashem’s agent. If you have an issue, take it up
with Hashem. To blame a person is baseless and unwarranted.

T TR nanwy
You shall love your fellow as yourself. (19:18)

To love a fellow Jew as one loves himself is the
fundamental rule of the Torah. According to Ramban, this
mitzvah enjoins us to want others to have the same measure of
success and prosperity that we want for ourselves. Obviously,
this is not in consonance with human nature, whereby one’s ego
always wants a little more or a little better for himself. He does
not begrudge his fellow’s success — as long as /e has more. How
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do we define love? How do we understand loving our fellow on
the same level as we love ourselves? We find the word love used
in describing Yitzchak Avinu’s love for Rivkah Imeinu. The Torah
writes: “And Yitzchak brought her (Rivkah) into his mother,
Sarah’s, tent, and he took Rivkah, and she became his wife, and
he loved her” (Bereishis 24:67). The Torah narrative makes it
clear: their love was the result of their relationship — not the
precursor. Yitzchak Avinu beheld Rivkah’s character, her sanctity,
her ability to bring back what had been lost when his mother had
passed away. Once he understood her greatness, he loved her.
Cognition led to love.

To love one’s fellow as one loves himself means: Just as |
love myself, i.e., | find every reason to rationalise my behaviour
and ameliorate it positively, so, too, should | act toward my
fellow. One does not find fault in oneself, because one always
finds a way to make sense out of his own behaviour. Do the same
for your fellow. Understand him as you understand yourself —
that is love.

The love that one should maintain towards his fellow
Jew is crucial to one’s ability to positively influence a brother
who has strayed from religious observance. In other words,
outreach is not only about a deep-rooted love and sense of
responsibility for Judaism, but rather, about innate brotherly love
for each and every Jew. In his commentary to Parashas Chukas,
the Me’Or Einayim (cited by Imrei Shammai) writes: “Even if one
observes an evil trait or activity committed by his fellow, he
should hate only the evil within him, but the portion of him
which still retains his kedushah, holiness, he should love with his
entire heart and soul. Our Master, the holy Baal Shem Tov,
teaches: ‘A true tzaddik gamur, complete, perfectly righteous
Jew, who does not possess evil within himself, will not
see/perceive any evil within any man. However, one who notices
evil within others is looking at a mirror. If his face is filthy, he sees
a filthy face; if his face is pristine, he sees only clean.”” Likewise,
when we look at our fellow — kamocha — as yourself. Your brother
is the mirror image of yourself. What you see in him is actually a
reflection of yourself. One does not hate himself (unless he has
deeper issues which he refuses to acknowledge), likewise, he
should find every reason to love his brother. This is how we reach
out to our estranged brothers and sisters: with pure love for
them.

The Seret-Vishnitzer Rebbe, zl, the Mekor Baruch, was
known for his extraordinary ahavas Yisrael, welcoming each and
every Jew as if he were his own son. He showed the greatest care
and concern for his chassidim, sharing in their moments of joy,
and grieving with them during their times of pain. The Rebbe
reached out to the unaffiliated and estranged as a friend, as a
brother, never condescendingly, never demanding, only with
genuine love. A wealth of stories abound which demonstrate his
passion for Jews and Judaism. | have selected one that
demonstrates his unique method of outreach: non-judgmental,
brotherly love.

The following signature story was related by a
distinguished Israeli physician, who, as a youth, was an orphan
taken in by the Diskin orphanage, which was the only religiously
observant facility of its kind. Unfortunately, this orphan, as so
many others, carried so much pathological baggage on his
shoulders that many of them could not sustain the demands that
come with religious observance. As a result, he went out into the
world as a secular-oriented Jew. This physician hailed from a
family which was attached to the Karlin-Stolin Chassidic
community, but, when one is an orphan with little to no
direction, history means very little. At the age of eighteen, he left

the orphanage and returned to Haifa from where his family had
originated and soon became a totally secular Jew. He did not
hate, he just did not care; he had interest in neither Judaism nor
its people. His free-fall to complete secularism was quick —
descending into the abyss is much quicker than climbing out of it.

One Friday night he was bored, which is not novel when
one’s life has no spiritual purpose, such that materialism and fun
become one’s mainstay and focus. He heard that a Rebbe was in
town — the Seret-Vishnitz Rebbe. He got into his car and drove to
where the Rebbe was conducting his Friday night tish, meal.
When he arrived at the shul and saw the many chassidim
crowding around the Rebbe, he began to have pangs of guilt.
After all, he did hail from a fine Chassidic family, and here he was
coming to the Rebbe by car — desecrating Shabbos without
shame, without impunity. He was extremely upset and decided
to work his way up to the Rebbe and share his guilt with him.

“Rebbe, | am miserable. | came here by car. | was
blatantly mechalel Shabbos, desecrated Shabbos. | cannot stop
myself.”

The Rebbe embraced him with both hands and declared
loudly, “My child, come when you want and how you want. You
are always welcome here.”

The doctor remembered those words. The Rebbe told
him that he could come whenever and however. This meant that
he accepted him, even as a mechalel Shabbos. The Rebbe was
doing exactly what the doctor least expected him to do. He
thought that the Rebbe would reject him and curse him for
desecrating Shabbos. Instead, he embraced him and invited him
to return. How did the Rebbe prevent his continued chillul
Shabbos? He hugged him. He treated him like his child. Kamocha.
Love each Jew as yourself. Today, the doctor and all of the
doctor’s descendants are fully observant, wholly committed to
Yiddishkeit, as a result of his being treated not as a subject, but
as family.

Va’ani Tefillah

u% AP D N2 2
Ki b’°Or Panecha nasata lanu.
For with the light of Your Countenance You gave us...

Salvation, redemption, is meaningful only if one has the
intellectual capacity to understand its meaning and purpose and
the role that he plays in it. Redemption that just passes over
one’s head is not lasting and obviously not meaningful. Peace
filled with confusion has little effect. Life, for that matter, without
direction, goals and purpose is mere existence. We pray that
Hashem enlighten us and allow for us to recognise what He
wants from us and the role we individually play in the larger
scheme. Intellectual enlightenment can be achieved only through
intense Torah study, an endeavour that expands one’s mind.
Through Torah, Hashem illuminates our mind and gives us the
means to see through life’s ambiguities and maintain clarity amid
confusion. Horav S.R. Hirsch, zl, explains that when Hashem
“shines the light of His countenance upon us,” He endows us
with the ability to understand His ways and to recognise our
personal mission in achieving His goals for the world.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email:

peninim@dvar.info
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| “Speak to the entire
assembly of the B'nei Yisroel and say to
them: You shall be holy for I, Hashem your
G-d, am holy.” Rashi says that this portion
of the Torah was said at a gathering of the
entire assembly of Klal Yisroel because the
majority of the essentials of the Torah
depend on it. Why was this Parshah of
"N 0'wiTe specifically done with gathering
the entire assembly of Klal Yisroel?

The Medrash says that this
Parshah of i'nn n'wiTp was said at Hakhel,
to the entire Klal Yisroel at one time. Why
was this Mitzvah said at Hakhel as opposed
to many other Mitzvos which apply to the
entire Klal Yisroel, just as this one does?
While this Parshah was said to Klal Yisroel
at one time, each person needs to be
Mekadesh himself on his own level, because
the observance of most of the basic laws of
the Torah depends on it. The Torah needs
one to have a pure Nefesh, one that is Tahor
and Kodosh. Being that this is such an
essential Mitzvah, it was said to all of Klal
Yisroel at once. (o'7nn TwK)

The Torah tells us that we must be
holy. It says in Bamidbar 15:40 “nx on'wyi
DO'77N7? DWITR DNl mixn 77 — “And
perform all My commandments and be holy
to your G-d”. Aside from the simple
meaning of the Posuk that performing the
Mitzvos of the Torah renders one holy, the
Posuk is telling us something else by
stressing, “73” — “all” the Mitzvos. No single
individual can actually perform all of the
Mitzvos of the Torah, for some Mitzvos only
apply to some in Klal Yisroel and not others.
Certain Mitzvos only apply to Kohanim,
others only to Leviyim, and yet others only
to Yisra'eilim. If so, how can one ever be
Mekayeim the Taryag Mitzvos of the
Torah? The way to have a connection to all
of the Mitzvos of the Torah is by connecting
oneself to the unit called Klal Yisroel. If one
is truly connected to all others of Klal
Yisroel, then he can benefit from the
Kedusha that comes others
performing Mitzvos. Thus, in order to be
completely holy, to have a connection to all
of the Mitzvos of the Torah, it can only be
done through Achdus, as the Posuk tells us,
“all” — in order to attach to all the Mitzvos,
one must be connected to all of Klal Yisroel.
The Mitzvah of I'nn n'wiTp was given to all
of Klal Yisroel as a whole, for the only way
to become completely Kodosh is through
unifying oneself with the rest of Klal Yisroel
so that they are one unit. (7xinwn nw)
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The Main Partner

The following Posuk says, “ Inx w'x
'xn 1arr’”. What is the connection between
making ourselves Kodosh and fearing our
parents? If one sees another person who is
a Tzaddik and a Kodosh, one can possibly
think that the reason that this person is a
Tzaddik and Kodosh is because his parents
are Kedoshim and Tehorim. However, if
one does not have parents who are holy and
righteous, one might say that they have no
chance of being a Tzaddik and a Kodosh.
However, this is incorrect, for as Chazal tell
us in Nidah 3la that there are three
partners in the creation of a person: father,
mother, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the main partner.
Thus, even if one’s parents are not
Kedoshim and Tehorim, one can attach
himself to the third and main partner,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and then he can
become a Tzaddik and a Kodosh. The proof
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the main one
is that if one’s father or mother ask him to
be Mechalel Shabbos, he is not allowed to
listen to them, for the father and mother are
also required to honor Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, for He is the main partner in all, as the
Gemara in Bava Metzia 32a tells us. The
Posuk says, “I'nn o'wiTi” — all of you should
be Kodosh, “Dd'@7x "1 ax witp 0" — for I
Hashem your G-d and Kodosh — and all can
attach themselves to Me, for I am the main
partner in the creation of everyone. (M9 x
nxAn)

Rashi tells us that this Parshah of
1'nn o'wiTp was taught to Klal Yisroel all at
once — at Hakhel. It says in Meseches Avos
4:11 “D'pnin'7 N9I0 ,DMY DYWY7 K'Y N'01d 707 —
4:11- “Every assembly that is dedicated to
the sake of Heaven will have an enduring
effect, but one that is not for the sake of
Heaven will not have an enduring effect”.
This says that only a gathering L’shem
Shomayim will have endurance. It says in
Bereishis Rabbah 4:7 that the nmw, the
Heavens, are made up of nm — wx, fire and
water. Hakodosh Boruch Hu took fire and
water, and put them together to make the
Heavens, even though they are inherently
opposite forces. So too, if Klal Yisroel get
together L’'shem Shomayim, they all seek to
become Kodosh, then they will all meld
together and their efforts will have a
Kiyum. (n>ma xw?)

Avos 4:11 “,nmw nwY? X'nw n'o1d '
n'pnnY? n910” — Just as if a structure has a
strong foundation, it will last for a long
time, and if it does not, it will fall apart
pretty quickly, so too everything goes after
the Ikar. Therefore, a gathering of people
done for the sake of Shomayim, that is in
order to teach Torah or to set up guidelines
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to help people in their Avodas Hashem, it
will endure. However, if the gathering is
done for people’s honor and other selfish
reasons, then it will not have endurance.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu allows in a spirit of
jealousy amongst the people and they will
end up fighting like the Dor Haflagah. ("™
nnYw ")

The Tanna is warning that one
should never seek to create Machlokes with
others. When he gets together with others
to resolve any issues, it should always be
with the mindset of achieving the truth, and
not for one’s own self-aggrandizement. The
Mishna tells us that if there is a gathering
for the sake of Shomayim, meaning that it
is done to seek the truth — that which seeks
the truth will have endurance. However, if
it is done for one’s honor and their own
benefit, it will not have a Kiyum. (m'xn)

“amw  nx1” — What does Yiras
Shomayim mean? One who is a Yarei
Shomayim is one who fulfills “ nwyr yan 1o
110 — turn aside from evil and do good.” Not
only does he turn aside from evil and pursue
good in everyday situations, but he even
accomplishes this in situations where he has
a strong desire to perform that which is
counter to the will of the Ribbono Shel
Olam. The word “n'nw” is made of “wx” and
“om”, fire and water. Naturally, these are
that are diametrically
opposed and should not be able to coexist as a
unit. It 1is only because of the Yiras
Hashem that the fire and water stay
together. Similarly, one who attains this
higher level of Yiras Shomayim and follows
the Rotzon Hashem — even when it goes
against the very grain of his nature — receives
the title of Yarei Shomayim. (niax 1on)

How is one to become Kodosh?
The Nefesh and the Guf are two opposites,
where the Guf desires Gashmiyos, and the
Nefesh desires Ruchniyos. Ruchniyos and
Gashmiyos are two opposing forces. If one
recognizes that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs
this world, and that we have an obligation
to fulfill His words, then one can have his
Nefesh and his Guf work in tandem all for
Avodas Hashem. How does one become a
Yarei Shomayim? One can only become a
true Yarei Shomayim by attaching himself
to others in Klal Yisroel. True Achdus
amongst Klal Yisroel, helps bring each
other up. One must seek to work together
with others in Klal Yisroel, and to seek to
elevate each other. By doing so, one will be
able to meld together his Nefesh and Guf,
so that together they become a true servant
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and become a true
Kodosh. May we be Zoche to be true
Kedoshim.
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Now You Kyow!
This week it is customary to learn the
third chapter of Pirkei Avos, the
Mishnayos which deal primarily with
character traits and ideal human
behavior.
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The second Mishna begins with a
statement from R’ Chanina Sgan
HaKohanim, saying that “One should
always pray for the welfare of the
government for if not for fear (of legal
punishment) man would eat his fellow
alive.” Indeed, these days his words ring
truer than ever.

But how can one pray for a government
that is corrupt or worse? Why not pray
for a better government? The simple
answer is that anything is better than
anarchy. But there’s more.

The Sgan Kohain was the deputy of the
Kohain Gadol and if the Kohain Gadol
became disqualified, the Sgan would be
there to step into the role. Yet, in R’
Chanina’s time, the government sold the
role of Kohain Gadol to the highest
bidders and R" Chanina remained just a
deputy. But he didn't get upset or quit.
What he recognized was that his role
was to serve Hashem however He
determined it should be. If he were
passed over, that was Hashem’s wish
and R’ Chanina was fine with that.

Similarly, the government in power is
not a result of the people’s choices, but
of Hashem’s will, even in a democracy
with elections.

Therefore, says R’ Chanina, accept what
Hashem chooses and pray that it be
successful in achieving what it needs to,
and let there be peace.

Thought of the week:
Altruism is innate, but not
instinctive. ~ Everybody s
wired for it, but a switch
has to be flipped.
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“This shall be to you a law for all time: to make atonement... from all their sins once
per year, and [Aharon] did as Hashem commanded Moshe.” (vayikra 16:39)

The laws of the Kohain Gadol’s service on Yom Kippur were given months before they were
needed, in Nissan, shortly after the demise of Aharon’s two sons, Nadav and Avihu. We read
Parshas Achrei Mos now, relatively closely after Pesach, and again on Yom Kippur itself. This
posuk is actually the last verse read as part of the kriah on Yom Kippur at Shacharis.

Rashi teaches us that though going into the Holy of Holies and wearing special vestments
would be a source of glory for Aharon, he fulfilled this service solely to fulfil Hashem’s
command, as stated in the posuk. He put aside his own feelings and focused solely on Hashem.

There is a beautiful Chasam Sofer here. He makes a play on words, and says that the sins were
atoned for and made into “as Hashem commanded Moshe.” The Jews’ sins were transformed
into Mitzvos through Teshuva Mai’Ahava, repentance born of love of Hashem. The question is,
why only once per year? Why not repent every day as it says in Pirkei Avos? Secondly, how
can we know they will repent from love?

We can answer these with another comment of the Chasam Sofer on this posuk. On the eighth
day of the inauguration, when Aharon began to do the Avoda, he brought the same offerings as
the Yom Kippur service, and one might say that he had already “done” Yom Kippur that year,
and when Yom Kippur came around, he would not be able to do the service since the Torah
limits it to once per year. In fact, we learn the laws of separating the Kohain from his wife seven
days before Yom Kippur from the Miluim, so they appear to be parallel.

The Chasam Sofer therefore quotes the Ramban that the bull Aharon offered on Yom HaShmini
was one to atone for a Kohain Gadol who had worshiped Avoda Zara, and it was part of his
purification for his involvement in the Golden Calf.

Nevertheless, though this would be embarrassing for Aharon, that he was guilty for his role
there, when Yom Kippur came around, Aharon did the Yom Kippur service properly as
commanded, despite the fact that it would highlight his previous wrongdoing. The Chasam Sofer
elaborates further, but the point is that Aharon was willing to acknowledge his errors publicly in
the service of Hashem, and we see this specifically because of the command for once per year.

Now to our other question, of how we would know the Jews would repent from love and have
their sins turned to mitzvos. Regarding the korban of a leader who sinned, the Torah (Vayikra
4:22) says, “Asher nasi yecheteh, when a prince sins.” Chazal darshan the word “asher, when”
to be similar to “ashrei, fortunate.” R’ Yochanan ben Zakkai says (Horayos 10b), “Fortunate is
the generation whose leader brings an offering for his sin. If the leader atones for his sin, do you
need to articulate that a commoner will do so as well? If he atones for his unwitting sins, do you
need mention that he will atone for his intentional ones?”

We now understand that when the people saw Aharon, their spiritual leader, able and willing to
acknowledge his wrongdoings and focus on making Hashem happy, they were able to follow
suit. Just as Aharon performed the Avoda out of love, solely for the sake of Hashem and with no
ulterior motives, they were inspired each year to repent from love, and Aharon thereby turned
their sins into mitzvos, through the example he set.

Once, when the Satmar Rebbe z’I was leaving the hospital after an illness, a very pushy fellow
“insisted” on helping him put on his coat. The Rav told him he didn’t need any help, even though
he really did. When he was later asked why, he told the questioner:

“I didn’t let him help me because that man wasn’t interested in helping a weak old Jew. Instead,
he was focused on his mitzvah of Bikur Cholim, and | am not simply a “cheifetz shel mitzvah,”
(an object to be used for a good deed.)”
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WIGGLING YOUR TOES THROUGH LIFE

Evolutionists have a very difficult time explaining the origin of
the instinct called "the will to live". Even if they claim that
there is a DNA that was passed on from one organism to
another, they cannot account for the origin of that first DNA.
In contrast Am Yisrael not only has the answer to this query
but this "will to live" is a major avodah and concern within
itself. We say in the Shemoneh Esrai of the Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah D'*N2 YON 171 0''N'7 11107 Remember us for life, King
who desires life. Hashem created life into existence from
nothingness and sustains it 24/7. He is therefore a King who
wants life. It is also written (Yechezkail 33,11) 2T DIX1 AN 'N
N'N1IDITA YW Q1WA DX D YYD NN YONK DX 'N. | swear to
you that | do not desire the death of the wicked but rather that
he should do teshuvah and live.

Since everything in existence is sustained by the |1¥1 and desire
of Hashem, everything possesses an instinct for life. This could
be yet another interpretation to the passuk T NX nnIo
|1¥1 'n 727 yrawni. Hashem opens up His hand and fills 224
everything with [1¥x7 'n a will for living. We as humans who
created in the Tzelem Elokim must not only be aware of this
instinct but we must also choose to emulate Hashem with the
same desire of wanting life's existence thereby fulfilling the
mitzvah of 1'>xYT1a ndYnL.

The Chofetz Chaim was quoted saying that this means that we
must do things that portray to Hashem our desire to sustain
our lives. Rav Shlomo Bloch ztl a talmid of the Choftez Chayim
said that there is a segulah for one to have prepared
provisions for a short period as a survival kit. By doing so, one
shows Hashem that he wants to live which activates Hashem's
desire that He too wants you to live as He is a b*'n2a yoan \'m.
Rav Shlomo Bloch said he himself is the beneficiary of this
segulah. Right before World War one he prepared even a small
amount of provisions in case of a war remained alive. Likewise,
the Rebbe from Radashitz said to an individual during World
War 1 that he should always be thinking of the word n*'n and
this alone will save you.

With this explanation we can understand the Rabbeinu Yona
in Shaarei Teshuvah who writes (3,17) nni'zvin nizunn D yT

RAMAPQOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

N'NAN N7un D> nWY NIXNa Nona as the passuk says
(Devarim 30,19) 0"na N1Nal. Here he states that every
mitzvah that one fulfills carries with it also a fulfillment of the
mitzvah 0""N2 n1Nai to choose life. What is the nature of this
mitzvah 0"N2 NNaI? According to the above we can say that
it is coupled with the mitzvah of 1">7T12 nd%n1. That just like
Hashem who's desire is to want life, choosing the life that
Hashem desires, is the foundation of all the mitzvos.

This is what the Torah is also saying in our parsha when it
writes 'NI DTRN DNIXR NYY' WX '0OYN DRI 'NMZIN DX DNNYI
D2 that by keeping Hashem's mitzvos we demonstrated that
we want and desire life like Hashem. For instance, by being
careful in Hilchos Lashon Harah we show that we want life as
the passuk says yan 7IW7 1IX1 DN YONN W'D 'N. A person
who wants life will refrain from speaking Lashon Harah. One
who fails to do so, is sending the message to Hashem that they
don't really appreciate this incredible gift of life.

Another way to show Hashem that you want life is by keeping
the Shabbos. The Ohr Chayim explains on the passuk nww

W9l NV 'V'aWN DI'Al YIRN DRI D'YN DX ‘N nwy ot That
Hashem gave the Six days of creation enough life force for only
those six days, after which the universe would automatically
expire. In order for the universe to continue for the following
six days, w92'1, on Shabbos Hashem gave an infusion of more
nefesh. This process of NIWTNNN occurs every Shabbos. Note
that the word used in the passuk is w92'1 which also means |i¥
desire as it is written DDW91 NX W' DX (Rashi, Bereishis 23,8).
Shabbos conveys Hashem's desire for life to exist on our planet
earth and in the entire cosmos. Therefore Shabbos in a grand
opportunity to demonstrate one's appreciation and simcha for
the day of Shabbos, not only resulting from a recess of working
but rather that Shabbos renews for the existence of another
six days in the world. Shabbos thereby demonstrates
simultaneously to Hashem one's personal desire for the gift of
life as well. If we are lax in our preserving the sanctity of
Shabbos we are telling Hashem | really don't appreciate me
being part of the creation process.
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Furthermore when we recite the |I1¥1 'n' on the occasion when
we announce the new moon, we mention eleven times the
word chayim life. We beseech Hashem to grant us all the
aspects of a life with good fortune. Eleven times the word n"'n
with the kollel equaling 69, add up to 759 the same as naw oIt
with the kollel. This teaches us that by keeping Shabbos and
being in a state of enhanced simcha and 21y, we thereby
demonstrate to Hashem that we desire the life that Hashem
created.

Working on and fixing one's middos is another means to show
Hashem one's desire for life. As Shlomo Hamelech writes
Mishlei 4,13 7N X'N 2 NX¥1 9N 78 101N 77NN and the Vilna
Gaon writes

[71 "IN TY "aw XU DTN 1Yh T RIN N DTRNY D
D"N 17 NN PTNN' X7 OX D PTNNNT7 T'AN X

The reason why a person is alive is in order to break the middos
that still need fixing. Therefore, one must constantly
strengthen his resolve for fulfilling this mission for if he
doesn't, then for what purpose is he alive!

But how are we supposed to show we want life during the days
when we are compromised physically, mentally or
emotionally? Let me relate to you two stories of how deep in
a Yid does the desire for life run. When the Chazon Ish ztl got
sick, the doctors prescribed him not to speak for six weeks. He
nevertheless hinted to his talmid to write some words down
on a paper. He spoke only three words and then stopped for
he had no strength for even one word

more. For six weeks every day he went through this ritual and
spoke three words to his ta/mid who would write them down.
These six weeks of three words a session once a day, later
became a paragraph in his sefer on Hillchos Shabbos. For a
moment, let us think this conduct through. All this time, the
Chazaon Ish knew he would be physical stronger in six weeks
and he wouldn't have to "mutcher" and pain himself to get
three words written every day. So why did he do so? The
reason was to show Hashem that even in such a compromised
predicament when one would normally "throw in the towel"
with the excuse saying what could Hashem expect from me
now, one must nevertheless show Hashem even with even a
tiny token of appreciation, he deeply values the spirit of life
that was gifted to him.
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The Klausenberger Rebbe ztl was once taken into custody by
the Gestapo. From their office one could hear the screams and
groans of pain coming from the merciless beating of the
Rebbe. When the anguish cries ceased, one of the Gestapo
members came in to the rest of the prisoners and said now you
can take your battered Rabbiner back, whatever is left of him.
As they carried the bloody Rebbe back to the barracks they
noticed that even though his holy tortured body was listless,
nevertheless he was wiggling his toes backwards and forwards.
Days later when they inquired about the peculiar movement
of his toes at that time, he responded, that day that | was
picked up by the Gestapo was Simchas Torah. Even though my
entire body was broken and in terrible pain, how could | not
dance to Hashem in appreciation for giving us the Torah which
is our lives.

Did you ever have the scenario of davening the Shemoneh
Esrai and when you came to the last beracha ni7w D' you
wake up from your "astronitis" (astronaut) and realize for the
last five minutes you have been "spacing out" instead of
davening. What should be the reaction to this sudden
discovery? One has two choices, either to throw in the towel
or to salvage what one can now do properly with correct focus.
The individuals who decide to make this last beracha count,
are the courageous warriors against their yetzer hara. Even
though they have lost 18 battles until now, the 19*" battle at
the very end defeated the enemy and won for them the war!
This ability for a Yid to do as much as he can during a state of
compromise even though he will attain only a mere fraction of
the shelimus required by the mitzvah, is what | coin as of this
writing, "Wigglelitis" inspired by the example of the
Klausenberger Rebbe. Even when a Yid is physically or
emotionally not capable of demonstrating his full love to
Hashem with the fulfillment of mitzvos, he must do the best he
can do to show Hashem that he still has the deep desire to live
the life that Hashem wants him to live. Every minute of life is
beyond the precious of the precious.
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

A S nnEEn

DIVERI TORAR BRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAFOST

>

145 YISRO

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
O ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952
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TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956
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We Specialize in
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Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing
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i www.sullivancountylabs.com
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