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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

s we learn of Yaakov’s sojourn in the house
A of Lavan, many of us will come across
occurrences that are hard to understand; I
certainly have. One of the questions that troubled
me most was Rochel stealing her father’s idols. Rashi
(31:19) explains that her intention was to separate
her father from Avoda Zarah. See the Daas Zkainim
M’Baalei Hatosafos, quoting a Pirke D'Rabi Eliezer
that seems to attribute them to mwr> - they killed a
human Bechor and separated the head, preserved
it and put a gold plate with a nxmwn ow inscribed
on it in the mouth, lit a candle and it would talk. In
order to prevent “the head” from conveying where
they had run, she stole it to keep their whereabouts
a secret. Whatever Rochel’s plan was, be it mw or
mr nmay, she wanted Lavan to part company with
it. How, we wonder, how will this work more than
all her years living on good terms with her father,
trying unsuccessfully to convince him of the ~pw of
all his idols? How will a clandestine kidnapping of
his g-d, as they escape from him under the cover of
night, convince him of the folly of his worship? It was
obviously not the ONLY one in town as Lavan did
eventually catch them. Furthermore, why did Rochel
keep it with her under the camels’ backpack? She
should have thrown it into a river, a well or simply
gotten rid of it - questions we all ask that are echoed
by many, many Mefarshim.

Rabeinu Bachye (31:19) quotes a Rabeinu Chananel
who says that Rochel had hoped to prove that a g-d
that can be stolen cannot be much of a protector.
However, there is a phenomenal answer that leads
us to a window of understanding that we would
never have seen. Rav Yehoshua Bachrach (d. 2002)
was known by many as a unique scholar and writer,
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who spent much time caring for and becoming a
father to orphans in Eretz Yisroel after the war. He
learned - and it’s obvious in his Sefarim - in Grodno
by Rav Shimon Shkop and used the thought process
of a “Lamdan” when teaching Neviim for seminaries
in Israel. He is known for his Sefarim: mabn 5w nnx
on Rus, M MRw 12 nin, 1SR nmx 12 e and others.
His enlightening wrrn is from the Sefer “ww 12 nn
77> (p. 219) and even has a message for us today.
He suggests, based on a Medrash (74:8), that Rochel
staged the whole scene for the sake of the children,
np 'vaw. Rochel realized a problem. The Shevatim
were born and raised in the house of Lavan, he was
their “Zeideh”, like it or not. Living with a Zeideh
like Lavan presents many problems. Some of you
might remember the great song: Zeidy made us
laugh...Zeidy made us Kiddush Friday night etc..
The Shevatim had the words “Zeidy played with his
idols/shrunken heads not only on Friday night”. His
nyown could have been considerable, especially on
young children, to whom we can imagine he also gave
lollypops. So Rochel staged one final nmaxy, a parting
and hopefully lasting mockery, where Lavan comes
charging in with the cry nbx nx ona b, why did you
steal my g-d? He comes and searches every tent, even
under the camels and everywhere else. The Medrash
comments: WHNWW 1" 2K ™1 R SAOK DX 0nan anb
MR AR JOUPT NYOW UK AR 2 Nwa" Mnx 72 0w
"5X nX naaa nb . Once the Shevatim heard that (and
saw him searching for his g-d in the trash), they said:
“You are embarrassing us, father of our mother, as an
old man you still believe in that”. Rochel hoped this
display of foolishness would forever remain with the
Shevatim so that whatever influence the Galus had
on them would dissipate. This article could continue
for a long, long time about the influences our own
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

Galus, today, has on us and certainly our children but
you are lucky - not today - but you are welcome to
think about how you would end this article.

This breathtaking vwsn opens another window that
deserves our attention. We have learned, many times
before, the idea that Yaakov’s niche in max nwyn
o3> o is as the Av of Galus - by Lavan and in
Mitzrayim. The Vilna Gaon directs us to the window
to see that the Galus of Mitzrayim is the blueprint
for all our wanderings, and for our long awaited
Geulah, as the Navi Michah teaches (7:15) qnxy m»
mx5a1 AKX ovn paxn. Teaches the Gaon that the
max nwyn for Mitzrayim was Yaakov in the house
of Lavan. We know that Yaakov left Lavan’s house
with great wealth, so too we left Mitzrayim w2
1. Both Lavan and Pharaoh chased us at the end
of the third day. This is why, explains the Gaon, our
Mitzvah of omyn nxw» o begins with the story of
Lavan, because Yaakov’s Galus is where it all began.
The Gaon advises us to learn the story well and see
how perfectly it fits ™ pn) pIpMW M5 Nwynn 53
(n"ny X"an wron

Let’s try just a little to listen to the Gaon - it’s always
good advice. When Hashem decimated Mitzrayim,
He promised that (Shemos 12:12) nwyx omyn 15K 5o
'n nx ooaw, and as Rashi quotes a Medrash that the
wooden and metal idols would disintegrate. The nw
was to be reduced to becoming supper, thus ensuring
that living in the Galus for hundreds of years would
not continue to influence the omyn 'x¥v . The g-d’s of
Mitzrayim had to be reduced to xyax7 x10y. We now
know where the max nwyn for that came from - from
Rochel’s staging Lavan’s senseless search for his g-d,
leaving the impression of how frivolous pursuing
them really was. Just as Lavans g-d was eliminated,
and would no longer not be able to sabotage the
Shevatim’s Aliyah, so too the g-d’s of Mitzrayim had
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to be torn down.

Bear with me just a little longer. I have a story that
I must share with you about someone everyone
adored, The Ponevezher Rav. His legendary love
for Jews, rivaled only by his love for Torah, allowed
him to extend his love and his nyswn to everyone
he met. He traveled the world for the last part of
his life, trying to rebuild Torah after the Churban
of Europe and his own personal Churban. He had
the opportunity to speak in a Shul where the adults
were still somewhat religious but the children, for the
lack of Yeshivos, were getting lost in large numbers
(I think it may have been South Africa - I had such
cousins "), where many Yidden from Lithuania
went. He railed at them, with such love, that Lavan,
the Zeideh, shouted to his grandchildren - why did
you steal my g-d? But your grandchildren will come
to you, the Zeidehs, and cry out — why did you steal
our G-d from us, and not teach us about the beauty
and splendor of Yiddishkeit. Hafleh V’Peleh.

The Ribono Shel Olam is reminding us, all over
the world, that we are still in Galus. Despite all the
outside noise, we still need to protect ourselves from
the inside and know what to cherish and embrace,
and what we need to discard as Galus baggage and
nothing more.

Among those who are ny1w ooyn.
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He saw that Leah was unloved — nX7 nxnw » X1

A man was sitting with his bitter soul upon him. It was not going
well for him; things were not good with him. The friends did not
like him, even his close relatives did not like him. Even learning did
not go for him, it was hard for him to understand what he learned,
and what he did learn — he could not remember. In brief, it was
bad for him. Suddenly, a friend approached, gave him a friendly
tap on the shoulder, and told him: “Why are you so sad? Cheer up,
be happy, it will be good!” The man looked at him is astonishment
and asked: “What are you talking about? How can | cheer up?
What is there to be happy about? When and how will it be good?”
The holy Torah tells us that all Yaakov Avinu wanted was to marry
Rachel, but the famous cheater succeeded in fooling him and gave
him Leah. 'nX7n 7n1 nX 27y AnR'I' — ‘He loved Rachel more than
Leah’ (29:30). Fine, it makes sense that Yaakov loved Rachel more,
but HaKadosh Baruch Hu saw something else: nX7 nxnw o 'n &'
'"nN1 NX NNo'l — ‘Hashem saw that Leah was unloved, so He
opened her womb’ (29:31). Hashem Yisbarach saw Leah’s distress,
He saw her pain, and He decided to compensate her. She received
a son, and then another, and then another until she merited giving
birth to half of the Shivtei K-ah, and among them the most
distinguished of the Tribes: Reuven — the firstborn, Levi — he
became a portion of Hashem, Yehuda — kingship, and with what
merit did she deserve all this? In the merit of ‘Hashem saw that
Leah was unloved’, in the merit that she was loved less than her
sister! Possibly, HaKadosh Baruch Hu caused all this to happen
through hashgacha pratis because Leah wanted to be married to
Yaakov and give birth to the Shivtei K-ah from him, and this how
she merited was she did.
A man was sitting with his bitter soul upon him and suddenly a
friend approaches and tells him: “Cheer up, it will be good”. And
he asks: “When and how will it be good?” The answer is:
Remember, HaKadosh Baruch Hu makes everything happen. He
knows and sees your pain. Perhaps all your suffering and
everything that is happening to you now is only to bring you great
blessings. To give you spiritual and material abundance, and every
time the question arises, ‘Why is Hashem doing this to me?’ — think
about the afore-mentioned posuk and remember ‘Hashem saw
that she was unloved’. HaKadosh Baruch Hu sees your hardship,
then, ‘He opened her womb’, He opens great spiritual and material
abundance.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeitzei
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‘Bestow good kindnesses upon us’ - 'n'aiv n*Ton n'mani’
Late Thursday afternoon | received an order for 65 pizza pies for
motzaei Shabbos to be delivered all over the city, and all of them
had to be delivered about 2 % hours after Shabbos. In truth, this
order was just the tip of the iceberg. Another store could not handle
the full order of 200 pies, and they asked to pass them off to
another store and Baruch Hashem, they chose me.

| organized an experienced team to meet the challenge, especially
since the order was for Bnei Torah and this was a prize to encourage
them. | just had to be on time to distribute the pies to the Batei
Midrashim.

| got to the store a little early still in my Shabbos clothes and | was
surprised and dismayed that two ovens were not working and the
last oven had low heat and it would not be enough to bake the pies.
| made a quick calculation and | concluded that the pies would not
be ready in time. | tried to keep my cool and accept everything with
emunah that everything is for the best, but the thought that the
yeshiva boys would not get their pizza bothered me very much.

In the store we said that everything is for the best and only a
miracle would save us. One worker started saying Shir Hama’alos
loudly and others joined in.

The few pies we are able to bake | sent with a driver to distribute
and we baked whatever we could. After Tehillim, | suddenly
remembered the telephone call | received from the other store
after Shabbos. It was a very warm conversation and he offered that
if | cannot manage, he would help with the pies. | thanked him
warmly and we wished each other luck. (We know each other, and
we always try to help one another.) | quickly called him and told him
about the ovens, and | asked him if we could bake the prepared pies
by him? He apologized that it was not possible, but if | wanted, he
was prepared to sell me pies. | understood, and | called another
friend who had a pizza store in another neighborhood, and he
wholeheartedly told me to bring them over and bake them by him.
He even said that his ovens were hot and ready for me. | got to his
store loaded with my pies. In a very short time we baked the pies
and distributed them all almost on time.

He explained that the hashgacha was that he had an order for 30
pies, and he had just finished baking them just when | called and he
had just sent them out. That was why the ovens were hot and ready
for me. The whole time | was by him, he did not have another order
and the minute | finished baking, he had a stack of orders. So | did
not stop him from working.

With thanks to Hashem.
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Righteous children only come from choosing good
from bad
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G-d remembered Rachel (30:22) — (22:%) '7n1 nx D'p'7x 1T
Rashi explains: He remembered that she gave her signs over to
her sister, and that she was distressed that she not ascend to
the lot of Eisav and lest Yaakov divorce her because she has no
children. Even the wicked Eisav thought so, when he heard
that she had no children. This is what the composer meant [in
Shacharis of Rosh Hashanah] ‘The red one (Eisav) when he saw
that she did not conceive, desired to take her for himself, and
she was terrified.’

Previously (29:31), when the Torah spoke of remembering
Leah, the Torah first explains the reason for remembering her,
'NX7 NXNY D "N R - ‘Hashem saw that Leah was unloved’
and so, 'nmn1 NX NN9'' — ‘He opened her womb’. The Gemara
(Bava Basra 123a) explains the intent of the word ‘senuah’ —
‘unloved’: ‘What is meant by unloved? If you will say that it
means she was literally hated, this cannot be. Is it possible that
the Torah does not speak of the shortcomings of an animal
that is tamei [not knosher], but the Torah would speak of the
shortcomings of the righteous? Rather, HaKadosh Baruch Hu
saw that Eisav’s behavior was hated by her (Leah) and He
opened her womb.’

We see something similar in Rashi regarding the remembering
of Rachel, although she had merit to have sons before she
actually merited marrying Yaakov, she was not remembered
until she was distressed that perhaps she would fall to Eisav,
for then she was sure she would be influenced by Eisav’s evil.
The result of this lesson is that HaKadosh Baruch Hu did not
want to remember them until they thought about the nature
of Eisav and they detested his actions. This is Torah and we
must learn from it. What is the connection between this
hatred and being remembered for sons?

In order for us to understand these things, it is incumbent on
us to understand the nature of Eisav. We usually look at Eisav
as one of those whose inner self was the same as his outer
appearance. That is, his wickedness was outwardly visible. But
the truth is that his wickedness was not outwardly visible, and
when people would look at the way he presented himself they
would think that he was completely righteous. It is said in the
name of one steepedin chassidus, that on Shabbos Kodesh,
Eisav would dress in white like the tzaddikim, and like them, he
would say Torah at seudah shlishis.

Although we learned (Bava Basra 123a) that Eisav transgressed
severe sins, we must say that for some reason they were
considered as mitzvos... in this manner he succeeded in
resolving all doubts and they looked at him as a tzaddik.

The Torah had previously explained (25:27) that when Yaakov
and Eisav were thirteen one could already see the difference
between them. Perhaps the meaning was not that this one
was clearly wicked and this one was clearly righteous, rather, it
was clear that their ways were different from each other. They
would say that every ‘tzaddik’ has his way to serve Hashem,
but it was not yet recognizable that Eisav was thoroughly
wicked.

These words are the basis for understanding the afore-
mentioned Gemara (Bava Basra there and brought down in
Rashi to 29:17) ‘Everyone would say, “Rivka has two sons, and
Lavan has two daughters. The elder daughter for the elder son
and the younger daughter for the younger son.” This is very
perplexing, were there sons and daughters lacking in the
world? Why was it that ‘everyone understood that Lavan’s two
daughters were fit to specifically marry Rivka’s two sons?
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We see that these were not just idle words. The righteous Leah was so
embittered by this that she cried about falling to Eisav [as explained in
the Gemara]. It is also fitting to understand that Rachel and Leah were
righteous, and it was proper that everyone said that Rachel was right
for Yaakov, but what did they see to say that Leah was right for Eisav?
However, these matters are settled by what we have said. Eisav
presented himself as a link in the chain of Avraham and Yitzchak who
were known as righteous throughout the world. As if he and Yaakov
were both righteous following in the path of their fathers and there
was no difference in their approaches. Since they were both righteous,
people searched for righteous girls that were right for them, and they
did not find girls whose deeds were righteous in the entire inhabited
world other than these two, Rachel and Leah. Therefore, it was taken
for granted by all the people that the elder daughter would be for the
elder son and the younger daughter would be for the younger son. But
as we said, this was only the view of the common people.

When news of ‘Eisav HaTzaddik’ reached the righteous Leah, and when
she heard everyone setting her up with him as his wife, she wanted to
investigate his background. She would sit at the crossroads and she
would ask passersby what the elder one did? They would tell her all the
things that demonstrated that he was righteous. But with her acute
perception and her righteousness she understood quite well that his
inner nature was not like his outer appearance. The truth of the matter
was that he was an evil man who stole from people [see Bava Basra
123a). Therefore, she cried and prayed that what the people said
would not influence the heart of her simple father.

Ultimately, when she married Yaakov, she had already investigated and
understood their true colors. Therefore, it was right that she was fit to
give birth to the Shivtei K-ah. Her understanding enabled her to train
her sons that there are totally righteous people unlike the nonsense
that Eisav chased after but was able to make it seem as if he was doing
good things. This is the point the Torah is trying to make when it says
'NX7 nXnw D 'n X1 - ‘Hashem saw that Leah was unloved’, that the
deeds of Eisav were hated before her, therefore, there was nothing to
hold back the opening of her womb to raise the Shivtei K-ah in the holy
way of Yaakov Avinu who embodied the trait of ‘truth’.

In contrast, Rachel was not interested in knowing the actions of the
elder one, since she was not being matched up with him. Therefore,
she innocently thought that the deeds of the elder one were proper,
since at the end of the day he was Yaakov’s brother, and a descendant
of Avraham and Yitzchak. This was inaccurate and held her back from
having children, since she did not yet know what the situation actually
was. HaKadosh Baruch Hu did not want her to give birth to the Shivtei
K-ah until she fully understood the true nature of their deeds.

Since HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted her to be a part of establishing the
‘Vineyard of Israel’, He caused her to doubt and think perhaps Yaakov
anted to divorce her — though this never entered his mind, since he
saw that Rachel was his true soulmate. She then went to investigate
Eisav’s ‘good deeds’ and then through her wisdom, she understood the
difference between impure and pure. She then begged Heaven to be a
part of setting up the Shivtei K-ah.

Perhaps this was the intent of the posuk (29:31) ‘Hashem saw that
Leah was unloved’ and concludes ‘and Rachel was barren’. These last
words are not clear, unless we say that Rachel did not merit sons since
she did not have the merit of Leah. Now we can understand that the
Torah makes a point and hints that the truth of the matter is that it was
a great merit to be remembered, she gave her sister the signs, however
she still did not know how to choose between good and bad which only
Leah understood. It was specifically this understanding which the
future of the Nation of Israel relied on.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayeitzei 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Yaakov Avinu Lay Down Where Yitzchak Had Lain during the Akeidah
to Rectify the Head of Adam HaRishon that Was Created from This Site

This week’s parsha is parshas Vayeitzei. In this essay, we will
focus on the passuk (Bereishis 28, 10): 151 yaw axan apy» R
TR QW QIPRN 2NN NP R X3 0D 0w 9 oipns panst men
R 21pna 25w And Yaakov departed from Be'er Sheva
and went to Charan. He encountered the place and spent
the night there, because the sun had set; he took from the
stones of the place and he placed them around his head,
and lay down in that place.

According to Chazal (Chullin 91b), Yaakov had already
passed this spot and had reached Charan. Then he realized
that he had neglected to stop and pray where his father and
grandfather had prayed—on Har HaMoriah, at the site of the
future Mikdash. As soon as he decided to return to pray there,
the earth miraculously contracted for him: "mipna paon mn”.
When he finished praying and intended to return to Charan:
"Wnwn Xa 7'n ,nr% XYa 057 1Y nNaY Xa At PN n”"apn nR'—
HKB"H said, “This tzaddik has come to My lodging place,
shall he depart without resting the night?” Immediately,
“the sun set.”

Now, let us review the text: “He lay down in that place”—
implies that he slept at the site of the Mikdash. Rashi deduces
from this language: This expresses exclusion; in that place
he lay down; however, during the fourteen years that he
served in the house of Eiver, he did not lie down at night,
because he engaged in Torah-study. This deserves further
explanation. Seeing as Yaakov did not sleep at night for
fourteen years, because he chose to study Torah, why did he
suddenly opt to go to sleep at the site of the Mikdash rather

than to study Torah?

Additionally, before he lay down to sleep at that sacred site,
he did something fascinating: "1Riwx=mn w1 nipnm 2a8n nE'—
he took from the stones of the place. Rashi comments: He
arranged them like a gutter-pipe around his head, because
he feared the presence of wild animals. The stones began
to quarrel with one another. This one would say, “Upon
me shall the tzaddik lay his head”; and this one would
say, “Upon me shall he lay his head.” Immediately, HKB"H
made them into one stone. This is implied by the words
(ibid. 18): “And he took the stone that he placed around his
head.” Why did Yaakov deliberately place them like a gutter-
pipe around his head only and not around his entire body?
After all, wild animals don’t discriminate between the head
and the rest of the body.

A Revelation from the Chasam Sofer

We will begin our investigation by introducing an amazing
chiddush from the incredible teachings of the Chasam Sofer
(Vayeitzei). He addresses Rashi’s comment that Yaakov did not
sleep during the fourteen years that he studied in the study-hall
of Eiver. This seems implausible, seeing as the Gemara states
explicitly (Succah 53a): 1w 1R ppbn oy mebw 1R ’Yw nyisw”
»nuxy—if a person swears that he will not sleep for three days,
he is given lashes, and he may sleep immediately; because this
is an empty, meaningless vow that is impossible to fulfill.

According to the Chasam Sofer, Rashi is not suggesting that
Yaakov did not sleep at all for fourteen years. Rather, Rashi
means that during the entire fourteen years that he studied
Torah in the House of Eiver, Yaakov did not lie down at night;
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instead, he fell asleep while sitting up. When he arrived at
Har HaMoriah, however, he reclined with his entire body. The
Chasam Sofer asserts that Yaakov did so, because he wished to
lie down in the exact same spot where his father Yitzchak had
lain, at the time of the Akeidah, in a fully recumbent position.

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, [ would like
to latch onto his coattails to explain why it was crucial to Yaakov
to lie down in the exact location that his father Yitzchak had lain
at the time of the Akeidah. I will rely on a fantastic chiddush
from the Rambam. He teaches us that David HaMelech erected
the mizbeiach in the Beis HaMikdash, on Har HaMoriah, on
the exact same spot that Avraham Avinu had erected the
mizbeiach for the Akeidah. Here is what he writes (Hilchos Beis
HaBechirah 2, 2):

It is universally accepted that the site on which David
and Shlomo erected the mizbeiach, the threshing floor of
Aravnabh, is the site where Avraham erected the mizbeiach
and bound Yitzchak on it. Itis the site where Noach erected
(a mizbeiach), when he left the teivah. It was also the site of
the mizbeiach on which Cain and Abel offered sacrifices.
Also, Adam HaRishon offered a korban on that site when he
was created, and he was created from that site, as our sages
said: “Man was created from the place of his atonement
(where he would ultimately be granted atonement, i.e. the site
of the Mikdash).”

The fact that Adam HaRishon was created from the earth of
the site of the future mizbeiach in the Beis HaMikdash is also
documented in the Midrash (B.R. 14, 8) in relation to the passuk
(ibid. 2, 7): X732 11785 DIp@RR TN 1A N8P DTN AN DPOR T AN
DIPRR IR K713 228 T 72PN 98K, TWPn TR 12T RN NRT
Sy Rt innad “And Hashem G-d formed man of soil from
the earth”—from the site of his (future) atonement, he was
created. As it says (Shemos 20, 21): “A mizbeiach of earth
you shall make for Me.” HKB”H said: Behold, I am creating
him from the site of his atonement. Oh that he will endure
(succeed and not sin)!

Adam HaRishon’s Head Was Created
from the Site of the Mizbeiach

Notwithstanding, it is important to point out that we find
a contradictory passage in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 38a): xan”
"map [ax1t 110 Y Yon PIWNAT BTIR MNRIN R[ 0an n—it was

Shvilei Pinches

taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Meir used to say: The dust of
Adam HaRishon (from which he was formed) was collected
from all around the world. The Gemara (ibid.) provides the
specifics: Adam HaRishon’s body came from Bavel, his head
from Eretz Yisrael, and his limbs from other lands. Rashi
elaborates: His body was taken from Bavel, because it is
low-lying. Apparently, it was taken from there; therefore,
it became an abyss. His head was taken from Eretz Yisrael,
because it is high and more important than all of the other
lands. His limbs, his arms and his legs, were created from the
other countries.

In Chiddushei Aggados, the Maharsha explains that Adam’s
head was created from Eretz Yisrael, because it contains the
brain and is the seat of the neshamah and human intellect. As
we know, Eretz Yisrael is the land most suited for the acquisition
of wisdom—*“chochmah.” As the Gemara teaches (B.B. 158b):
"myorna YRAw? yarT 8a18’—the air of Eretz Yisrael makes one
wise. On the other hand, the physical body that houses the
heart, which is designed to receive the “chochmah” of the brain,
was created from Bavel. Therefore, Bavel was also designated
as a place worthy of receiving “chochmah.” The remaining
limbs and body parts were created from the other lands, since
they are subordinate to Eretz Yisrael.

Thus, we learn that only Adam HaRishon's head was created
from Eretz Yisrael. This seems to contradict the Rambam'’s
assertion that Adam HaRishon was created from the site of
the mizbeiach—even though his assertion is substantiated
by the Midrash cited above. Perforce, we must ask: Why did
the Rambam prefer the assertion of the Midrash—that Adam
HaRishon was created from the site of the mizbeiach—over
the assertion of the Gemara—that he was created from earth

gathered from all four corners of the world?

In truth, the Rambam is correct. For, we have a fundamental
principle that the entire body follows the lead of the head. In
the words of the Gemara (Eiruvin 41a): "51x X1 X1 ans1"—
the body should follow the head. Therefore, even though the
body was created from the other parts of the world, it is as if the
entire body was created from Eretz Yisrael. Thus, the Gemara’s
contention that Adam’s head was created from Eretz Yisrael
and the Midrash'’s contention that he was created from the site
of the mizbeiach (so that he would be worthy of atonement) go
hand in hand very nicely.
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Yaakov Avinu Was Exiled to Charan to Atone
for Adam HaRishon Bringing Death to the World

Following this line of reasoning, we will now attempt to
explain the Chasam Sofer’s assertion that Yaakov Avinu reposed
on Har HaMoriah on the site where his father, Yitzchak, had lain
atthe time of the Akeidah. As explained, that was also the site of
the mizbeiach and the exact spot from which Adam HaRishon’s
head was created. Let us refer to an intriguing passage in the
Midrash Tanchuma (Vayeitzei 1):

AW WA AR AT 139 2Tabe L aan 9 yaw aNan 2y Ry
whwy ubpn ey T maawa wa A 11nan 1Y e i e ey
AWAS 1M1 7MY YA 10AR 2P 1ID PANIW wWw 1100 Nayaw nomyn
A9ITA NS AP WINAW 110N 1NN WY YA MIN A1 K NR
et vhy o

The passuk states that Yaakov left Be’er Sheva and travelled
to Charan. The Midrash views this journey as the beginning
of Yaakov’s exile. It compares Yaakov to a person who
inadvertently killed another human being. Just as that person
must flee for his life and go into exile—seeking protection
in a “city of refuge”—so, too, Yaakov had to flee for his life to
Charan—fearful that his evil brother Eisav would kill him.

At first glance, this is puzzling and difficult to comprehend.
Where do we find that Yaakov killed anyone accidentally
necessitating his exile to Charan? To solve this enigma let
us refer to the following Gemara (B.M. 84a): apy»t mmaw”
"TWRIN DTIRT 201w Pyn 1av—the radiance of Yaakov Avinu
resembled the radiance of Adam HaRishon. The Zohar
hakadosh (Bereishis 35b) adds that this implies that Yaakov
Avinu was the tikun for Adam HaRishon: paR=T xnx= apys 87"
"R PIWRAN RIRT e apyer min pwsan The Arizal explains
in Sha’ar HaPesukim (Vayigash) that Yaakov Avinu was a
“gilgul”—a reincarnation—of Adam HaRishon and was thus
obligated to rectify his failures and transgressions.

Now, as a consequence of the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” Adam
HaRishon is responsible for bringing death to the world. We
know this from the following passuk (Bereishis 2, 17): yynr
"IRTAN N 1ERR YOR 2193 15 1mn YaRn KY ¥a1 31w nytn—but of the
Eitz HaDa’'as Good and Bad, you must not eat; for on the day
you eat of it, you will surely die. Our blessed sages state that
although this was not his intention, nevertheless he is viewed
as one who killed accidentally and requires atonement. As a

Shvilei Pincles

result, HKB”H banished Adam from Gan Eden, as it is written
(Bereishis 3, 24):
out. With regards to this banishment, the Midrash teaches
(Bamidbar Rabbah 23, 13): ;v By e Reamw By waana s
YL AW AN 77D AW PYY nareaw KYKR TR nmb 2 e

"paNt N8 war'—and He drove the man

"ayrn »1yY mipnn—he was driven out of Gan Eden, because he
brought death to future generations. In reality, he should have
died immediately, but Hashem had mercy on him and banished
him from Gan Eden instead—just as one who kills inadvertently

is exiled from his home to a “city of refuge.”

This is also evident from the following Midrash (Bamidbar
Rabbah 23, 13) related to the words of David HaMelech (Tehillim
25, 6):"man by rom it panaor’—remember Your mercies
Hashem, and Your kindnesses, for they are eternal:

David said, Master of the Universe, were it not for the
fact that Your lovingkindness preceded Adam HaRishon, he
would not have been able to survive, as it says “For on the
day you eat of it, you will surely die.” But You did not do this;
rather, You took him out of Gan Eden, and he lived for 930
years; only after that did he die. What did You do to him?
You banished him from Gan Eden, as it says: “And He drove
the man out.” Why was he driven out? Because he brought
death to the (future) generations, and he should have died
immediately. Instead, You had mercy on him and banished
him, just like one who Kills inadvertently is exiled from his
location to a city of refuge. Hence, it says: “Remember Your
mercies Hashem, and Your kindnesses.”

Thus, we have succeeded in deciphering our sages’ enigmatic
words (Tanchuma, Vayeitzei 1): Thus did our Rabbis teach:
One who Kills another person unintentionally is exiled to
a “city of refuge” . .. Yaakov Avinu was exiled to Charan. He
fled for his life fearful lest the wicked Eisav, his brother,
would kill him. Now, seeing as Yaakov was a gilgul of Adam
HaRishon, and represented his tikun for having brought
death to the world, he required atonement. Therefore, he was
exiled from his home, in keeping with the law of one who kills
unintentionally. This is the implication of the continuation
of the Midrash: He was fearful lest the wicked Eisav, his
brother, would Kkill him—in other words, he feared that he
deserved to die for having brought death to the world.
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The Three Avos Rectified
the Sin of Adam HaRishon

In truth, we can make some sense of the matter by referring
to the Tikunei Zohar (Tikun 69, 109b): =X n°ma 1an a8 nbna”
meba nvna—Adam HaRishon descended and reincarnated
into the three Avos. This is explained at greater length in the
Zohar hakadosh (Behar 111b), where we learn that the three
holy Avos rectified the sin of Adam HaRishon.

It explains there that the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as” was comprised
of the three cardinal sins—avodah-zarah, sexual immorality
Let us explain. The serpent beguiled Chava
and persuaded her to eat from the forbidden fruit by saying
(Bereishis 3, 5): o1 maoy mpan 1unn navoR 01 90 0PNy DT
"ym1 210 oy opyRs—for G-d knows that on the day you eat of
ityour eyes will be opened and you will be like G-d, knowing
good and bad. Firstly, this heresy clearly constituted “avodah-
zarah.” Secondly, when the serpent had illicit relations with
Chava, introducing its perversion into all future generations of
human beings, that was an act of sexual immorality. Thirdly,
when the death sentence was imposed on all creatures, it
constituted a form of murder.

and murder.

Therefore, Adam HaRishon reincarnated into the three Avos
to rectify these three aspects of the sin. Avraham accomplished
He did so by
shattering his father’s idols, sacrificing his life in the burning
furnace in Ur Kasdim—demonstrating his emunah in the
Creator—and by educating the world to believe in the one, true
G-d. Yitzchak Avinu accomplished the tikun for the aspect of
murder. He did so by demonstrating his willingness to sacrifice
his life as a korban at the Akeidah. Yaakov Avinu accomplished
the tikun for the aspect of sexual immorality. He did so by
having proper, moral relations, thereby ensuring that all of his
progeny, the twelve shevatim, would be supreme tzaddikim.

the tikun for the aspect of “avodah-zarah.”

Thatbeing the case, how do the Zohar hakadosh and the Arizal
claim that Yaakov Avinu represented the likeness and splendor of
Adam HaRishon, because Yaakov was his gilgul and tikun? For, we
have just learned that all three of the Avos were reincarnations
of Adam HaRishon and were responsible for his tikun. We can
answer that while this is true, Yaakov Avinu provided the essential
tikun, since he was the third of the Avos and he completed the
tikun. As the Gemara (Sotah 13b) explains, a mitzvah is attributed
exclusively to the person who completes it.

Shvilei Pinclhes

The Organs in the Head Were Damaged
by the Cheit Eitz HaDa’as

Continuing onward on this sublime path, we will now focus
on what Yaakov Avinu did at the site of the Mikdash before
going to sleep: “He took from the stones of the place and
he put them around his head.” Rashi explains: He arranged
them like a gutter-pipe around his head, because he
feared the presence of wild animals.
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” it is apparent that the sin was intimately

If we analyze the

related to the organs of the head. To begin with, the power
of speech coming from the mouth played a crucial role;
Chava should never have entered into a conversation with
As Rashi
teaches us (Bereishis 3, 1), the nachash engaged Chava in a

the primeval serpent—“hanachash hakadmoni.”

lengthy conversation, so that it could entice her to partake of
the Eitz HaDa’as. Clearly, the ears were also involved in the
sin; for, she listened to its persuasive arguments. Regarding
the eyes, it says (ibid. 1, 6): 1180 721 9oxnY yPn 210 *5 MWK RN
"me7yy Rim—and the woman saw that the tree was good for
eating and that it was a delight to the eyes. The mouth was
involved once again when they ate the fruit: 9axn1 131 npn»
«9987 nny nwxY oa j)nm—she took of its fruit, and she ate,
and she also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

We can now comprehend why HKB”H sentenced Adam
HaRishon to die: “On the day you eat of it, you will surely
die.” Seeing as the “cheit” involved the organs and senses of
the head, it was as if the head was severed and separated from
the rest of the body; that is clearly a situation inconsistent
with life. In the Gemara, Chazal express this fact as follows
(Shabbas 75a): "nm> &1 xwem pron”"—if the head is separated
from the rest of the body, death is inevitable. Therefore, the
death penalty was imposed on man to atone for the damage
and insults caused to the head.

This explains very nicely the profound wisdom of Avraham
Avinu. He erected a mizbeiach on Har HaMoriah with the intent
of sacrificing his son, Yitzchak. He did so specifically on the site
from which the head of Adam HaRishon was formed. Now,
we've explained that Adam HaRishon damaged the organs of
the head while committing the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” We've also
explained that Yitzchak Avinu was responsible for rectifying
the aspect of murder for Adam HaRishon by his willingness
to allow his blood to be spilt on that mizbeiach of the Akeidah.

X N T N e e e e e SN (o e SN e e e o e e
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Therefore, Avraham bound Yitzchak on a mizbeiach at the exact
spot from which Adam HaRishon’s head was created, so that
the tikun accomplished by Yitzchak would happen there.

Yaakov Avinu Surrounded His Head
with Stones to Rectify the Defects of the Head
Caused by Adam HaRishon

We can now shed some light on the revelation of the
Chasam Sofer concerning the wondrous acts of Yaakov Avinu
on Har HaMoriah. As we’ve learned, HKB”H had the sun set
prematurely so that Yaakov would spend the night at that
divine lodging place. He reposed on the exact same spot that
Yitzchak was bound during the Akeidah. We have also learned
that Avraham erected that mizbeiach on the site from which
the head of Adam HaRishon was created to rectify the defects
caused to the head.

Therefore, when Yaakov Avinu was exiled to Charan—
in keeping with the law of one who causes death to another
inadvertently—he yearned to pray at the site of the Mikdash.
After all, his fathers prayed there; that is where Avraham bound
Yitzchak; that is where Adam HaRishon's head was formed
from. Thus, he would continue the tikun of the head which was
damaged in the commission of the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” When he
realized that the Almighty wanted him to sleep there, he lay down
on the exact same spot where Yitzchak had lain at the Akeidah.
For, he wanted to participate in the tikun of the head.

It is with great pleasure that we can now explain Yaakov
Avinu’s actions. When he slept on the site of the Akeidah:
“He took from the stones of the place, and he placed them
around his head.” As we learned from Rashi, he formed a
gutter-pipe around his head to protect him from wild animals.
We posed an obvious question: Why didn’t he feel it necessary
to protect his entire body? In keeping with our current
discussion, we can suggest a wonderful answer. He reposed on
the site of the mizbeiach, the site from which Adam HaRishon’s
head was created. Hence, his aim was to protect the head from
the damage and insults caused by Adam HaRishon. The wild
animals he feared were none other than the yetzer hara and
its negative influences. He took extra measures to prevent
them from luring him astray as they had lured Adam HaRishon
through the organs and senses in his head. This is the tikun that

he accomplished via this stratagem.

Shvilei Pincles

With this in mind, we can comprehend the implication of
the following passuk (ibid. 28, 18): nX mp»1 P12 2py° mows”
"RURT DY TRw P81 nEn IR DY PRIYRTN oW TR 1aRt--Yaakov
arose early in the morning and took the stone that he had
placed around his head and set it up as a monument; and
he poured oil on its top. Now, since he had arranged these
stones to protect his head and to remedy the defects related to
man’s head in general, he made them a monument for all future
generations. Thus, all of his offspring, the people of Yisrael,
would recognize the need to establish safeguards for all of the
head’s organs—protection for the eyes, mouth and ears—so
that they will be used exclusively to serve Hashem.

Galus Results from the Subservience
of the Head to the Body

We will continue this sacred journey by elaborating on the
promises HKB”H makes to Yaakov in his dream on the site of
the mizbeiach, from where Adam HaRishon’s head was formed.
He promises to give Yaakov and his descendants Eretz Yisrael
(ibid. 13): prxs *paR1 793K B3R YPOR 110N AR 1YY v T
" P71 aAnR T Yy 251w nnx aws vt And behold! Hashem
was standing over him, and He said, “I am Hashem, G-d
of Avraham your father and G-d of Yitzchak; the ground
upon which you are lying, to you will I give it and to your
descendants.”

To begin with, we will introduce an important principle
concerning galus and geulah gleaned from the teachings of the
brilliant Rabbi Yosef Engel, ztz”], in his sefer Otzros Yosef (Part
2, 2). He explains why Yisrael were exiled from Eretz Yisrael
based on a concept of the Maharal’s presented in Gevuros
Hashem (Part 4): Mitzrayim resemble and are compared
to the material aspect (of existence); whereas Yisrael are
compared to the concept of form.

Let us explain. The Jewish people represent the neshamah
and ideal form and purpose of the world; whereas the nations
of the world represent the physical body and material aspects
of the world. This is the implication of Avraham’s remark to
Eliezer and Yishmael (ibid. 22, 5): "=mnn oy na ooy 1aw"—stay
here by yourselves with the donkey. The Gemara expounds
(Yevamos 62a): "mmYy nnar oy”—a people who resemble
a donkey. This teaching is based on the similarity between

ety O TR TN [ T e S (e e e TS [ T (T
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the word “chamor”—meaning donkey—and the word

“chomer”—meaning (raw) material.

Therefore, it is proper and fitting for Yisrael—the intellect
and conceptual form of existence—to rule over the nations of
the world—the raw, unformed material of existence. In galus,
however, Yisrael exist under the rule and control of the nations
of the world. This is not the proper order of things. Under the
circumstances of galus, the material aspect of existence reigns

over the conceptual form of existence.

Accordingly, the brilliant Rabbi Yosef Engel explains why
it is fitting for Jews to occupy Eretz Yisrael when they are
performing the will of the Almighty. As we’ve learned, the
head of Adam HaRishon was formed from the earth of Eretz
Yisrael, while his body was formed from Bavel and the other
lands. Therefore, when Yisrael subjugate their heart to the
will of the neshamah—Ilocated in the head, the king of all the
bodily limbs and organs—they deserve to occupy the land
from which man’s head was formed.

However, when Yisrael fail to act according to the will of the
Almighty, they are exiled from Eretz Yisrael, the origin of the
head. Under those circumstances, the neshamah in the head is
not in control of the heart and all of the bodily forces. On the
contrary, the heart and bodily forces subjugate the neshamah

Shvilei Pinches

in the head to conform with their desires. Hence, since man’s
body and other limbs were created from Bavel and the other
countries of the world, Yisrael were exiled to those places. This
is the gist of his wonderful explanation.

Let us add an intriguing thought. Our blessed sages always
refer to the land that HKB”H gave us as Eretz Yisrael. In
Sha’ar HaPesukim on this week’s parsha, the Arizal notes:
"URTT TP 1PN 03 IR Y npmIR an YURawe vs"—that Y"Rw is an
anagram for w”x1 "%, because their function is the tikun of the
head—the “rosh.” As explained, itis a Jew’s goal and purpose
to establish the head as the ruler of the entire body. When this
is accomplished, it is as if only the head exists, since all the
other bodily parts subordinate themselves to the head. Thus,
the appellation Eretz Yisrael conveys the fact that to deserve
her requires placing the head in control of the entire body.
This is the implication of its anagram w”x=*%.

Now, we can comprehend why HKB”H promised Yaakov
Avinu in his dream to give him and his offspring Eretz Yisrael.
He was lying down where Yitzchak had lain at the time of
the Akeidah, on Har HaMoriah, the site from which Adam
HaRishon’s head was formed. He was performing a tikun
for the damage Adam HaRishon had caused to his head.
Therefore, he deserved to inherit the land from which Adam’s
head was created.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

his Parsha begins with Yakov Avinu’s Nevu'ah. The

Sefer Akeida uses this opportunity to discuss the

clarity found in Nevu'ah. He uses an analogy which
| find to be very crisp when describing how most people
see the world: Shehamatte Hayoshor Nir'a Okum
B’maim, a straight stick appears warped when seen
through water. We are certain that what we are seeing
is reality, unaware, and possibly unwilling to accept, that we
are witnessing an optical illusion.

While we don’t have Nevu'ah anymore, we have what is
expected to be an alternative. Mal'achi, in the last Passuk
explains that the period of Nevu'ah is over and instead,

Zichru Toras Moshe, the Torah will lead and guide people.
That means that we can still see a straight piece of wood
as straight and, similarly, a crooked piece as crooked, if we
“see” everything through the Torah’s eyes.

The challenge is that we are certain that we are seeing
with clarity so we don’t bother to confirm accuracy. So, we
continue to make decisions based on warped conclusions.
We also observe others that do the same. The lesson is
that we must be aware that we can’t ever be certain
unless we have confirmed our thoughts by seeing it
in the Torah.

How Areivim Approaches Klal Yisroel’s Children
In Honor of Areivim’s Upcoming Annual Dinner

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

here are two primary components Areivim uses
when working with teenagers (and don’t forget
young adults). | would like to discuss one of them in
this article and the other next week, the week of our virtual
dinner. Besides describing Areivim’s work, these articles will
give readers an idea of how to improve their relationships
with their children, spouses, friends, and, yes, even Hashem.

The first topic is to increase our ability to present ourselves
effectively, which will be the topic of this article.The second
will be our problem-solving approach.

| often tell young men and women looking for work but
without an idea of what they want to do, “Do anything
which involves sales. The skill will serve you well, because
ultimately, you are always selling yourself, your views, and
your preferences.” | then remind them that,“While there is
a significant difference between selling real estate or selling
rubber bands, what they have in common is that you are
selling yourself. That's because people don’t sell products.
They sell themselves. Once they do, the products get sold
by themselves.” This is what we do at Areivim and this
is what parents must do to be a positive factor in their

children’s lives.

The job description of a “salesman” has a negative
connotation to it. It's perceived as being self-serving,
dishonest, and presenting oneself behind a facade.
Nevertheless, there’s a difference between faking and
presenting oneself in a manner which others appreciate.
That’s called respect. Those that lack self-esteem are those
that can’t differentiate between the two.

It isn’t necessarily faking if | show interest in a topic which |
have no real interest in. If | do it to get something in retur,n
| may be manipulating the person, getting on his good side
to get something he wouldn’t have otherwise given me. But
if | do it because | would like to help him enjoy the moment,
I am being sensitive. If | do it consistently so that | can help
the person while asking nothing in return, then | am acting
as a mentor.

Some people find it difficult to be honest with their motives.
A person can claim to help someone when what they are
really concerned with is their public image. They may even
be unaware of their agenda but those that they are helping
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are aware, and therefore resentful and resistant. To “win”
someone over requires days, even months, of giving without
asking in return.

While in families and in our residences, what we ask of them
is not framed as wanting something in return but that we
expect a reciprocal relationship. In a reciprocal relationship,
people are giving back to the community and not to an
individual. Presented properly, although it’s a challenge to do
so properly, the difference is easily appreciated.

An honest salesman, even if he too will gain from the
arrangement, makes sure the customer gets his money’s
worth. An honest salesman offers (almost) complete
transparency. (It’s “almost” because
some information will be misinterpreted
and may cause them to misread the
information given. Therefore, in some
instances, it’s better not to offer them that
information.) Therefore, withholding any
information, even with children, should
be done sparingly and only after you are
certain it isn’t self-serving.

For example, young children don’t grasp

the value of money.When they get a little

older, they assume if someone receives any money, even just
to cover his expenses, he is selfishly motivated.

Before we begin parenting or mentoring, we must ensure
that we effectively “sold” ourselves. The challenge is that
we have to present ourselves in a manner which makes
us appear as an above-average person and we have to
act this way for weeks, maybe months, before we see any
“return” on our investment. Here are some tips on doing
this properly:

I) It is very difficult to present ourselves as caring about
them without our having an agenda. It’s even more difficult
to convince a skeptical teenager that we don’t have an
alternative agenda.They can only be convinced over a long
time, with the passing of hundreds of small incidents. There
are many ways to do this. The underlying message is that
you are always available for them. | often told my children
after they asked me for something, ““| don't know how to
do it but we will make it happen”. That is different from
complaining, stalling, or rejecting. Of course, you have to
come through almost always with your children.

2) | have learned that you always have to act with character,
when they are in the room, even if you are not talking to
them.They should not see you frustrated, angry at a sibling,
etc.| have learned that their trust of you is based on whether
they see you as a quality person or not. This is included in
the need to sell to others.

. ancrease
our Mn’litv to
Prasent ourselves

effectiﬂely.. "

3) | often tell people that the more you remind children
that you are their parents, the less they will remember.The
less you remind them, the more they will remember. It is
an art to speak to children as peers while carrying yourself
with the dignity that makes it obvious that you are not.
(If you are interested in mastering this, please feel free to
contact me at shmuelgluck@areivim.com.)

4) Parents and staff must always remember that our sales

approach may require years until we get a return for our

money. For example, there are many personal habits | have

that | share with many parents and all of our children make

fun of us for them. For example, | wake up early. | have

been called many things by my children (a Martian comes
to mind). Yet, today, all my sons are up at
around 6:00 in the morning.

| apply this same approach to those |
mentor. | keep my word.| am transparent.|
respect them even if | disagree with them.
| am soft, not weak. They all make fun of
me and, at times, may become resentful.
Yet, they generally adopt these same traits,
having seen it applied dozens of times and
having seen how, if not instantly but as
a part of a lifestyle, it enhances people’s
lives, relationships, and successes.

In closure, | have learned that selling yourself is less about
how you treat them than who you are.This does make great
parenting or mentoring difficult. Nevertheless, you can’t
succeed without this. At Areivim, we hire quality, genuine,
people and the rest is easy. Our success is proof of our
staff’s commitment.

Please show your appreciation to
Areivim’s staff by contributing to our
dinner campaign and by watching our

virtual dinner which will be next Motzei

Shabbos, December 5 at 7:30 at
areivim.com.We will be joined by
our guest speakers Rabbi Sholom

Kaminetzky shlit"a and Rabbi Chaim

Dovid Zwiebel.We are also fortunate
to have Moshe Storch, the well-known
Kumzitz master, join us for the evening.

MOTZE| SHABBOS « December 5" at 7:30
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of

RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #6 — Tehillim and Shabbos - Dovid’s Request for More Time

By David Gurwitz

The Meiam Loez quotes the Medrash which describes the dialogue between Hashem and
Dovid Hamelech about the timing of Dovid’s death. The Meiam Loez discusses this in Parshas
Chayei Sarah, where Sarah’s passing from shock was brought on by hearing about the
Akeidah and her son’s near death. However, he explains that Sarah did not lose a single day
of her allotted time. It was all timed perfectly.

Given this idea of “no unaccounted time,” the famous story brought in the Gemara about
Dovid Hamelech trying to avoid being taken by the Malach Hamovess on Shabbos has always
been difficult for me to understand. After all, we come from Adam Harishon, who gave 70
years of his life to allow Dovid Hamelech to live past the hours originally allotted to him.
Who knew or appreciated time more than Dovid, who slept very little during his life and who
rose at night from the winds activating his harp and then learned Torah until the time to
greet the dawn? Who else would appreciate that Hashem is quite exact in how much life he
gives us? Having been told by Hashem that he was destined to die on Shabbos, how could
Dovid try and “sneak” more time of life by learning all of every Shabbos and preventing the
Malach Hamovess from taking him during his time of learning? What can we learn from his
strategy to live longer?

The Meiam Loez brings two pesukim from Tehillim that are related to Dovid and Shabbos
and help us understand the importance of Shabbos. We often overlook these in thinking
about the more well-known kappitlach that connect to Shabbos - kappitlach 92 and 93 during
Shabbos, kappitel 107 before, and kappitel 91 afterwards.

The first posuk (39:5) states, “Hodieini Hashem kitzi umidas yomai mah hei aidah meh
chadeil ani - O Hashem, make me recognize my goal and what the measure of my days is,
for I wish to know how short-lived I am.”

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains the mindset of Dovid Hamelech as follows: "Make
me know my goal, my ultimate destiny, and what measure of my days is; namely, the
standard by which I must measure the value and the possible permanent significance of my
days. I wish to know 'meh chadeil ani’ - not whether or not I am short lived, but how short-
lived I am, and to what degree I am short-lived and whether my life’s meaning is transitory
or permanent.”

Dovid was asking for the true purpose of man - whether his destiny would be dependent
upon man’s material circumstances. The purpose of existence, not the number of years, is
the focus. Keitz, as used here, per Rav Hirsch, does not mean end, but the goal toward
which the course of time and history is directed.
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Let’'s now eavesdrop on the aforementioned dialogue. Dovid, after learning that he would
die on Shabbos, said, “"I'd rather die on a Sunday. Then, people would be able to honor me
and eulogize me. If I die on Shabbos, people will not be allowed to touch my body. I will
have to be buried immediately, without eulogy.”

Hashem answers, "It is impossible. By Sunday, it will already be time for your son, Shlomo,
to be king. One reign cannot even take a hairbreadth from another.”

Dovid counters, "Then let me die earlier. Let it be on a Friday, before Shabbos.”
Hashem answers, “That is also impossible.”

Here is the second kappitel: “A day in your courtyards is better than a thousand” (Tehillim
84:11).

“I would rather have you study Torah for an additional day than have the thousand sacrifices
that your son, Shlomo, will offer when he builds the Bais Hamikdosh.”

(It is interesting that the Torah is called Toras emes. Shlomo ben Dovid is begematria emes,
4411)

Rav Hirsch says in his analysis of Tehillim 84:11 that “nothing that alien lands can offer can
ever provide adequate compensation for the inspiration that can be gained in the Sanctuary
of Hashem, and for the soil that is sacred to nothing else but to His law.” We must recall
that it was the combination of Dovid’s preparation and zechuyos, and Shlomo’s construction,
that built the Bais Hamikdosh.

The current Daf Yomi masechta is Shekalim. On daf 7b, near the end of Chapter 2, we learn
another aspect of Dovid’s view of time - quite different, in fact, from what we see in the
Medrash. The Gemara discusses Dovid saying that he would be willing to die earlier to have
the Bais Hamikdosh built earlier. Hashem responds, “When your days are complete and you
lie with your forefathers. Complete days I will count for you and not incomplete days”
(Shmuel II 7:12). This was true even though Dovid knew that he could not build the Bais
Hamikdosh because he had fought wars.

The chapter ends by stating a similar idea to Tehillim 84:11: "I will not allow you to die
sooner than the date destined for your death.”

Shlomo Hamelech says in Mishlei (21:3), "The charity and just deeds that you perform are
more precious to Me than an offering, since performing charity and what is just is more
acceptable to Hashem than sacrifice.”

Shabbos offers the primary time for clarity to ask and explore these questions for ourselves.
In fact, Chazal tell us that the extra soul we receive on Shabbos is quizzed upon its return
to heaven and asked, “What chiddushim, new insights and plans, did you, the extra soul,
bring back from your stay in the body over Shabbos?” Dovid’s request for more time was
predicated on protection via Torah study. Dovid’s request for less time was predicated on
building the Bais Hamikdosh. Perhaps, from his vision spanning generations and the end of
time, we can ponder how to add to our “Motzoei Shabbos” quiz results from the work of our
soul on Shabbos through more focused prayer, Tehillim and Torah study.

David

R A M A pST N7'W NNIAT 12 MWD APV, NNYIY 12 YD 5N N2 NDYN :ANYY ARIDI NIDTH 11 In1 .. n1
| ‘ NP'N NN 2 1IN'WYHINANNI NPT MY 12 NTINY DNNAR [ | [ |

MMMMMMMMM | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



TJAJRR

Parashas Vayeitzei

X"awn

NX™ DWwID

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

Ty s 0N TN B .. TRy E’P’?N T AR MRY 71 2pYY T
T2 WIWYR
Then Yaakov took a vow, saying, “If G-d will be with me...and
whatever You will give me, I shall repeatedly tithe to You.”
(28:20,22)

The word leimor, saying, is an implication to future
generations, that they, too, shall vow in times of distress. Chazal
(Midrash Rabbah, Bereishis 70) say, “Yaakov was the first to vow,
thus all those who vow in the future should attach their vow to
him.” Yaakov Avinu merited that all sincere vows be connected and
attributed to his vow. He paved the way for people to vow to
Hashem. Thus, when anyone commences a mitzvah, a project, an
endeavour that will help others or increase service to Hashem, the
merit all reverts to he who took the first plunge, who established it.

Horav Chaim Kamil, zI, delivered the primary address at the
establishment of an elementary school. He quoted the above pasuk
and said, “All those who are from the meyasdim, founders, the
initiators of an institution, merit in all the Torah that will eventually
be learned therein.” As in all mitzvos, the one who is the maschil,
beginner, who initiates it, will share in everyone’s mitzvah that
results from it. As this applies to the positive, it also applies to the
negative. Amalek was the first nation to attack us when we left
Egypt; his act of aggression will never be forgotten. Chazal compare
it to a burning hot tub which no one is willing to enter. One wild,
undisciplined person, who asks no questions and cares for no
answers, just jumps in. While he is certainly burned, he does
catalyse one (negative) achievement: he cools the water for
everyone else. As a result, Amalek has a portion in all of our pain. It
will always be reckoned against him.

Fear of initiating a project or developing an institution is
not uncommon. There are those who view it like a hot bath which
will scald anyone who attempts to jump in. It might be difficult
initially, and it might even fail at first, but think about the merit that
goes to he who commences the project. Even if it fails, he has at
least made it easier for the next one to succeed. Chazal teach that
one should rise early in the morning, so that he is one of the first ten
to comprise the minyan, quorum, for Shacharis. Even if another
hundred worshippers arrive afterwards, he receives the reward
commensurate to all of theirs combined. The first to begin a project
has enormous merit and, in circumstances which his being first
generated negativity, he will have the lion’s share of the resultant
deficiencies.

If I may, | digress from the focus on avodas Hashem and
address the “mundane” issue of reaching out to people in need and
offering practical assistance. “Need” is a general term that has such
subheads as: economic, emotional, physical, spiritual, etc. While
everybody wants to help, nobody wants to be the first to jump in.
We hesitate for a number of reasons, because, for the most part, we
are insecure. After all, we are always looking over our shoulder
wondering what “someone” is going to say about us. Much of what
happens (or does not happen) is due to this “syndrome.” We spend
more time looking for excuses why not to be first and, later, to justify
our decisions, that we could have already have helped and
successfully extricated someone from a bad situation.

Imagine if Horav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, zI, would have
taken that attitude: there would be no day school/yeshivah
movement (eventually someone else would have had the courage);

or if Horav Aharon Kotler, zl, would have worried about his own
learning and not about Klal Yisrael? The list goes on, on a general,
communal scale and on an individual scale. Every community has its
founders; from the baalei batim who stood up and fought against
apathy; from Roshei Yeshivah who were on a mission to build Torah;
to day school principals who went door-to-door canvassing for
children. They were derided, humiliated, scorned, but, nonetheless,
they succeeded. They were not afraid to be the first, and, as a result,
the communities that they built have mushroomed and undergone a
complete metamorphosis, to the point that no one remembers what
“it” looked like prior to the founding fathers toil and sacrifice.
Despite the change, we are all indebted to the “first” responders
who started it all and paved the way for us to enjoy and continue to
build.

FINR WMNAMIND QOTANR 2D PV I ... 90 DR 2PYY 2RN
Yaakov loved Rachel ... and they seemed to him a few days because
of his love for her. (29:18,20)

Targum Onkeles translates va’yahav, and (he) loved...
u’r'cheim, and (Yaakov) was sympathetic towards (Rachel). The
accepted translation of ahavah is love. Onkeles seems to equate
love with rachamanus, compassion/sympathy. Horav Gamliel
Rabinowitz, Shlita, explains that true love is derived from
compassion/empathy. Furthermore, one whose love is not founded
in sympathy loves only himself. He does not really love the other
person. The well-known aphorism from the Kotzker Rebbe, zI, comes
into play here. A chassid once remarked to the Rebbe that he loved
fish. The Rebbe countered that veritably he loved himself, and fish
satisfied him. If he truly loved fish, he would not eat them, since he
was causing them to die for his satisfaction. The Avos, Patriarchs,
loved others due to their sympathetic feelings towards them. Thus,
their ahavah was founded in rachmanus.

To better understand this, | quote from Horav S. R. Hirsch’s
commentary to Bereishis 43:14, V’Keil Shakai, yitein lachem
rachamim lifnei ha’ish; “And G-d, Shakai, grant you sympathy, in the
presence of the Man.” He explains the term recheim, sympathy, as
derived from rechem, womb. Familial love: parents to children,
children to parents, and children to each other — is founded on the
notion of the common womb from which they come. People
confuse rachamim, sympathy with rachamanus, pity/compassion.
This is an error, since pity is a far lower feeling than rachamim,
sympathy. Rav Hirsch asks: “Which is rarer, which enables man
more: to be moved to pity at another’s sorrow, or to be moved to
joy at their happiness? Very few people do not feel pity concerning
their fellow’s adversity, but how many also feel abundant joy when
that same fellow wins the lottery and now has greater wealth than
they have?

Rachamim is derived from rechem, womb. One cares for
another, because he feels a sense of oneness, of having emerged
from the same womb. Thus, their relationship is of true empathy. As
a parent is overjoyed with his/her child’s success, so, too, is a friend
filled with happiness when his/her friend is successful. This is true
love, focused on the other, not simply on oneself.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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And it was, in the morning, that behold it was Leah. (29:25)

Yaakov Avinu was acutely aware of Lavan’s corrupt nature.
He made it a point to spell out clearly, b’Rachel bitcha ha’ketanah,
he wanted to marry Rachel, Lavan’s younger daughter. Not trusting
Lavan to adhere to his word, Yaakov made up simanim, signs, which
would signal to him whether Lavan had, in fact, made a switch.
Rachel, however, was uncomfortable with the notion that her sister
would be humiliated. So, she shared the simanim with her. She was
certain that Yaakov would agree that it was wrong to allow Leah to
be so shamelessly treated. Therefore, she did not ask, she acted.

Rachel’s extraordinary act of vitur, concession, yielded her
right to marry Yaakov, which would transfer the position of First
Matriarch to her sister, Leah. One would think that Rachel’s act of
vitur cost her nobly. This cannot be further from the truth. Rachel
was originally an akarah, barren woman. It is only due to her
acquiescence in allowing Leah to take her place that Hashem blessed
her with her son, Yosef. Furthermore, because of the z’chus, merit,
of her vitur, Hashem allowed Klal Yisrael to return to the Holy Land.
Rachel Imeinu gave our nation hope, all due to her special z’chus of
vitur.

One should not think that Leah was any different. She, too,
conceded. When she was pregnant with her daughter, Dinah, it was
not originally Dinah. Leah knew that she was pregnant, and she
knew that it was a boy. She prayed to Hashem to switch fetuses with
Rachel (who was pregnant with a girl). She pleaded with Hashem
that her sister be blessed with two sons; otherwise, she would have
fewer sons than the maidservant wives, Bilhah and Zilpah. As a
result, her daughter Dinah, who had been impregnated by Shechem,
gave birth to a little girl who was shunned by her family and later
sold to an Egyptian priest by the name of Potifar. Yes, Osnas bas
Potifar ended up marrying Yosef, thus allowing her grandmother’s
act of vitur to come full-circle.

Vitur can be life-saving. Horav Michel David Rozovsky, zl,
was Rav of Grodno. When he died in 1935, he left over two sons
who were both brilliant scholars: Horav Yehoshua Heshel, zl, and his
younger brother, Horav Shmuel, zI. Both were Torah giants who were
capable of succeeding their father in the rabbanus, rabbinical
leadership, of Grodno. The family of the deceased naturally wanted
the older brother to assume his father’s position, while the
community was more enamoured with the younger Rav Shmuel.
When observant Jews are locked in debate and a solution to their
issue eludes them, they seek the counsel of a gadol, Torah giant,
who will offer a resolution. Thus, the two sides agreed to present
their query to the gadol hador, pre-eminent leader of the
generation, Horav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, zI. The appointment was
set for a week later at 10:00 a.m.

Rav Shmuel was aware of the meeting. On the designated
day, he arrived at Rav Chaim Ozer’s home at 8:00 a.m. He said that
he did not want to waste the Rav’s time. Therefore, it was not
necessary to decide concerning the rabbanus of Grodno. He
absolutely refused to assume the position which he felt should go to
his older brother. He left no room for discussion. When the
disputants arrived at the home of Rav Chaim Ozer, the Rav informed
them that the decision had been made for them: Rav Yehoshua
Heshel would be their next Rav.

It should have worked out. Rav Yehoshua Heshel was a
brilliant talmid chacham. Rav Shmuel, however, had a certain way
about him that caused the members of the community to gravitate
to him — at the expense of his brother. Rav Shmuel felt that if he
would leave, the community would take a more positive attitude
toward his brother. Thus, without asking or telling, he performed the
Goral HaGra. (This is a unique procedure attributed to the Gaon, zl,
m’Vilna, which involves opening a Chumash to a random page,
counting seven parshiyos and then seven pesukim. This is carried
out only by holy people, who not only know what they are doing,
but also how to interpret its message.) The pasuk that he discovered
was: Lecha Lecha, “Go for yourself, from your land, from your

relatives, and from your father’s house to the land that | will show
you” (Bereishis 12:1). Rav Shmuel viewed this as a portent to leave
Grodno and set sail for Eretz Yisrael.

Without fanfare, he immediately left, together with Horav
Zalmen Rotberg, zl (son-in-law of Rav Meir Karelitz, zI). He arrived in
the Holy Land alone, an orphan with no money, no family, but
nonetheless, happy in his decision not to involve himself in
machlokes, controversy. Eventually, he was asked to give a shiur in
the nascent Ponovezh Yeshivah, where he became the premier
maggid shiur of his day. Sadly, a few years after his arrival in Eretz
Yisrael, World War Il broke out and, among the multitudes of our
brothers and sisters who were murdered by the accursed Nazis, was
the Jewish community of Grodno, together with their beloved Rav.
The only survivor of the Rozovsky family was Rav Shmuel who was
saved in the merit of his vitur, concern for the feelings of his older
brother. His acquiescence to leave a community where he was well-
known, loved and respected, to go to a place where he was an
unknown, with nothing and no one, took extraordinary courage,
faith and resolution. He merited to establish thousands of talmidim,
students, who themselves have transmitted Torah to many more.
The Torah world is in his debt. They are all fruits of Rav Shmuel’s
vatranus.

Horav Chaim Kreisworth, zl, would relate his personal story
in which his vatranus catalysed the merit that saved his life. He was
a young boy when his parents sent him away to yeshivah, which was
quite distant from his home. The yeshivah had neither a dormitory
nor a kitchen, thus relegating students to sleep wherever they could
and eat “days.” This means that on a daily basis, kind-hearted
members of the community opened their homes and shared their
meagre meals with the boys. As a young student, Rav Kreisworth
slept beneath a fruit stand in the market, and he had to walk four
kilometres to the home where he received his meal. It took seven
years before he was able to arrange a home near the yeshivah which
provided him with a meal. Now, he was able to sleep in the ezras
nashim, women’s section, of the local shul.

The first day of the new z’man, semester, a new student,
whose vision was clearly challenged asked Rav Chaim where he
could find a place to sleep and eat. The future gadol told him, “You
will sleep in the ezras nashim and eat at the home of a member of
the community who lives across the street from the yeshivah. He
had relinquished his “bed and breakfast” to a boy who had difficulty
seeing and would, therefore, neither be able to walk the four
kilometres nor sleep beneath the fruit stand. Rav Chaim was back
where he started.

Years passed, and the Nazis invaded the town. They went
into the shul and rounded up the students. They had a list of names.
As soon as they called a name, the student came forward and was
shot, his body thrown from the window. On the first floor, the
remaining students recited Tehillim and Vidui, Confession, knowing
the fate that awaited them. They called out, “Kreisworth, Chaim!” As
Rav Chaim walked upstairs, he prayed to Hashem, “Ribono Shel
Olam, only You know what | did for the student whose eyesight was
poor. Please, remember my act of vitur and allow me to live.”

As soon as he concluded his prayer, one of the guards
asked him, “Do you have parents?” Rav Chaim answered, “Yes.” “I,
too, have parents,” the guard said. “I am certain that, just as my
parents would want me to live, your parents also want you to live. |
will shoot my gun into the air, and you will “fall” out of the window
and lay among the dead bodies. When it is safe to get up, leave and
run away. This is your chance to save yourself!”

Three hundred yeshivah students were murdered that day.
Rav Kreisworth was the only survivor, all in the merit of vitur. He
thought that he was doing a favour to another student who could
not fend for himself. Instead, that student was the cause of his
continued life. We never know that when we think we are helping
someone else, we are actually helping ourselves.
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She said to Yaakov ... “Give me children” ... Yaakov's anger flared
up at Rachel and he said, “Am I in the place of G-d?” (30:1,2)

Rachel Imeinu pleaded with Yaakov Avinu to grant her
children. Chazal (Midrash Rabbah 71:7) explain that she was asking
that he pray on her behalf as his father, Yitzchak Avinu, had prayed
on behalf of his mother, Rivkah Imeinu. Yaakov was brought to anger
by virtue of her implication that he had the ability to give or
withhold children. Then he added what appears to be a callous
statement: “You say | should be like my father. He had to pray for my
mother, because she, too, had no children. (If she would not have
conceived, he would also have been rendered childless.) I, however,
have children. It is from you that Hashem is withholding children —
not from me.”

On the surface, to someone who is unschooled, Yaakov's
retort seems insensitive. This is not the manner in which one
addresses anyone, let alone a barren woman who was pleading for a
child. Furthermore, Rachel was no ordinary woman. She was his
wife. Horav Yeruchem Levovitz, zI, explains the rationale of Yaakov’s
remarks. Rachel was well aware that Yaakov was the third Patriarch,
and from him would emerge the Shivtei Kah, Twelve Tribes, who
would comprise the nucleus of Klal Yisrael. The question was who —
which wife — would merit to produce the greatest number of these
sons. Yaakov was, thus, intimating to Rachel that, indeed, his father
had to pray for his mother, because, if she had no child, Klal Yisrael’s
future would have been impaired. No child — no Klal Yisrael. Yaakov,
however, knew that he would father twelve sons, and he was on the
way to seeing his mission realised. The present question was who
would be the mother. This was Rachel’s issue for which she pleaded
Yaakov to petition Hashem.

Clearly, this explanation somewhat assuages what seems to
be Yaakov's disregard for Rachel’s predicament. It does not,
however, completely negate his attitude. Indeed, Chazal say that
Hashem rebuked Yaakov for his words: “Is this the way you answer
an aggrieved person? You will see that your sons (by your other
wives) will stand (in submission) before her son” (when the brothers
stood before Yosef [son of Rachel] viceroy of Egypt).

Hashem was alluding to Yaakov that Rachel not bearing a
son would be a serious problem, because his other sons would one
day need Yosef, Rachel’s son. Their survival depended on Yosef; thus,
it would be prudent to take Rachel’s barrenness a bit more seriously.
Horav Avraham Pam, zI (cited by Rabbi Sholom Smith in “Rav Pam
On Chumash”), derives from this dialogue and commentary that one
must go to great lengths to demonstrate great sensitivity when
dealing with an aggrieved, distressed person. One who suffers from
emotional distress or physical pain does not necessarily think or act
rationally or with great care for another person’s feelings. They may
lash out, say what comes into their minds, and let the chips fall
where they may. Who cares? The general feeling is to “let them have
it,” mete our rebuke and discipline without remorse. This is not the
proper course to take. We must attempt to feel their pain,
understand the adversity which they are experiencing, and attempt
to alleviate their troubles in some way. While we might not succeed,
we will have at least achieved two things. First, we show them that
we care. Second, we debunk the notion that we are their enemy
(which is sadly a common feeling that they harbour). If we cannot
make the situation better, we should at least not make it worse.

In the parlance of mussar, ethical discourse, this is called
nosei b’ol im chaveiro, to carry/share the yoke with his friend. All too
often we want to help, but the extent to which we are prepared to
go is limited. The following vignettes present instances in which our
gedolim showed the way which should serve as our lodestar
concerning behaviour.

A baby boy was born to a young Bnei Brak couple. When
the mohel, ritual circumciser, came to examine the infant before the
Bris, he was concerned with the baby’s colour. A doctor was called
to further examine the child and, after a battery of tests, discovered
that the infant was suffering from a serious heart ailment that

required surgery. The problem was that the surgeon was in Boston,
and the doctor in Eretz Yisrael felt that the infant would not survive
the trip. What does one do? The young father went to Horav Aharon
Leib Shteinman, zl, to seek his counsel. Rav Shteinman told him to
make arrangements for the trip, and he gave his blessing for a refuah
sheleimah. Three months later, the child had sufficiently recuperated
that he could now have his delayed bris. The young father once
again returned to Rav Shteinman; this time, however, it was to
request his presence at the Bris and ask that he accept the honour
of being sandek, holding the infant during the ritual. Rav Shteinman
replied: “You came to me originally the night before the Bris (three
months prior). Surely one of the grandfathers or someone close to
you had already been asked to be the designated sandek. This
person has been waiting anxiously for three months for the infant to
recuperate. He has been looking forward to this Bris for three
months. Now, | should come along and take away his honour?
Absolutely not.”

Horav Meir Karelitz, zI, married off his daughter to Horav
Zalmen Rotberg, zI, who was Rosh Yeshivah of Bais Meir in Bnei Brak.
A few minutes prior to the chuppah, Rav Meir approached Rebbetzin
Greineman (who was Rav Meir’s niece) and asked her to walk down
his daughter, the kallah, bride (rather than Rebbetzin Karelitz, the
kallah’s mother), down the aisle. The Rebbetzin was surprised, but,
knowing her uncle, she understood that there was a special reason
for the sudden change in procedure. She asked her aunt, Rebbetzin
Karelitz, for an explanation. The response was, “I will explain after
the chuppah.” It troubled her, especially since she was younger than
the kallah.

Following the chuppah, Rav Meir came over to his niece
and explained his actions: “The chassan is an extraordinary young
man, both in his erudition and character refinement. Sadly, both of
his parents were murdered during the Holocaust. If he were to see
his kallah walking down to the chuppah accompanied by both of her
parents, it would be disconcerting for him. Why cause a young man
to be sad on his way to the chuppah? In my desire to somewhat
alleviate his pain, | asked you to walk down the kallah, so that she,
too, would not walk down with her parents.”

This, in and of itself, is a testament to Rav Meir’s
extraordinary sensitivity, but the story continues. When Rav Meir’s
son, Rav Chaim Shaul, went to the chuppah, Rav Meir once again
asked his niece to do the honours and walk the kallah down. This
time, she was especially taken aback, since, Baruch Hashem, the
chassan had both living parents in attendance. Rav Meir explained,
“I am doing this not to cause my daughter (Rebbetzin Rotberg)
undue agitation over the fact that her mother did not walk her down
to the chuppah, yet walked her future sister-in-law down.” Another
person’s feelings played a primary role in Rav Meir’s life.

Va’ani Tefillah

NARD 7AW NN W9
V’y’hallelu es Shimcha b’emes.
And praise Your Name sincerely.

A number of factors motivate our gratitude to our
benefactor — not all of them sincere. Some will give thanks because
it is the right thing to do. Others will do so because they feel they
must. Yet others, truly feel appreciation for their good fortune. Last,
of course, is the opportunist who feels that if he demonstrates his
gratitude, he might receive even more. None of the above, explains
the Olas Tamid, is our intention when praying to Hashem. We thank
Hashem sincerely, purely, because we understand that Hashem
wants us to pray for what we need, because this is what Hashem
desires from us. We do not have a free ticket, an unlimited credit
card. We must pay for every “charge.” Prayer is our means of
communication with Hashem.

| To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info |
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Finding a Shidduch for the Non - Wealthy

28:10 “7%" ,yaw WXan apy' Ky
“And Yaakov departed from
Be’er Sheva, and went to Charan.” The Torah
could have just said that Yaakov went to

Charan. Why does it need to mention that he
departed from Be’er Sheva?

The Torah could have just said that
Yaakov went to Charan. Why does it need to
mention that he departed from Be’er Sheva?
This is to tell us that the departure of a
Tzaddik from a place makes an impression.
For at the time that the Tzaddik is in a city, he
is its magnificence, he is its splendor, he is its
grandeur. Once he departed from that place,
its magnificence has departed, its splendor has
departed, and its grandeur has departed.
(")

The Medrash says regarding this
Posuk that Yaakov Avinu said, “'78 1'W RUK
YIRI D'AY NYIY T Dyn TV ATV R 'R DN
When Yaakov left Eretz Yisroel to flee from
Eisav, Eliphaz accosted him and took all of his
money and possessions. Yaakov entered Har
At Har
Hamoriah, Yaakov strengthened himself in

Hamoriah completely destitute.

his Emunas Hashem, and knew that Hashem
would take care of him. When Yaakov Avinu
was returning to Eretz Yisroel and went to
Har Hagilad, filled with children and riches,
Lavan chased after him and sought to take
everything from him. Once again, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu came to his defense, and protected
him from all harm. Now, when Yaakov was
leaving Eretz Yisroel, he said with Ruach
Hakodesh, “Dnn 78 1w XX’ — I raise my eyes
to the mountains, the mountain of Moriah,
which was when Yaakov left Eretz Yisroel, and
the mountain of Gilad, which was when
Yaakov returned to Eretz Yisroel — both times
Yaakov was in a state of Tzarah; when he left
Eretz Yisroel, he was fleeing the wicked Eisav,
and when he was returning to Eretz Yisroel,
he was being chased by Lavan. “ty xiat 'kn”
— “1 pyn M1y’ — there were two times that
Yaakov was seeking help — “27 - 19"72%” — the
first time he was fleeing from Eliphaz, and the
second time from Lavan. The Gematria of To"7x
and 27 together is 27n, a sword that was
chasing after Yaakov. The Name of Hashem
in its full form with the three different ways to
spell the letters is the Gematria of a7n.
Yaakov looked up to Hakodosh Boruch Hu to
be saved from the wrath of Eliphaz and Lavan.
(nwwx )

The Medrash Rabbah on this Posuk
seems to tell us of the internal struggle of
Yaakov Avinu. His grandfather’s servant,
Eliezer, went in search for a Shidduch laden
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with riches, while Yaakov went with nothing.
Where would he receive the help he needed?
He worked on himself that he should not lose
hope in his Creator, and he would know that
he would receive help from Hashem. Can it be
that Yaakov Avinu even had a moment of
doubt in his Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu?
The Avos Hakdoshim went along with nature
and did not rely on miracles. Yaakov’s despair
did not come from a lack of Emunah in
Hashem’s ability, but the knowledge and
understanding that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
wishes to operate the world through vav — the
natural order of the world. From a point of the
natural order of the world, the state of
Yaakov’s finances was certainly something of
concern. Avrohom Avinu had full Emunah
and Bitachon in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, yet he
sent Eliezer with great riches to find a wife, for
in the natural order of the world, that is what
helps one find the best Shidduch he is looking
for. Yaakov had nothing, and he questioned
from where his help would come, meaning that
according to the natural order of the world,
how would he find a Shidduch. Yaakov then
responded to himself that he need not worry as
to how something can be accomplished
B’derech Hateva if he was not given the tools
to accomplish it. Everything comes from
Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
someone the tools with which to accomplish

When He gives

something B’derech Hateva, one must utilize
those tools. However, when Hakodosh Boruch
Hu does not make those tools available to a
person, and all one has is Emunah, in that
case one can rely on the help of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu to accomplish that which he seeks
in any way that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will do
so, even though it may not be done B’derech
Hateva. (910 and)

Bereishis 43:6 “nn7 wxwr
NX D27 TN U'R? TanY7 ,*7 onyan” — “Yisroel said:
Why did you make things bad for me by telling

NN

the man you have another brother?” Up until
this point in time, even since the loss of
Yaakov’s beloved child, Yosef, the Torah has
referred to Yaakov as “apy™” and not the other

»

name he was given, “xw'.” The reason for
this is because the name, “apy” signifies a
depressed state of mind when a person feels
that he is dependent, failing and limping, or
lagging behind the events. Instead of being
the leader, he is being dragged along after
them. The true Yid is only depressed when he
does not know what he must do. There are
only two things which can depress a righteous
Yid: guilt and doubt about his where his duty

lies — not about what might happen to him. As

long as Yaakov was in doubt as to what to do
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about Binyamin, he was in the state of “apy*”
—he was depressed for he was not sure that he
is doing all that he could. However, once it
became clear to him the absolute necessity of
sending Binyamin, Yaakov no longer had any
fear that he was doing something wrong, and
was able to be completely content with
knowing that he did everything he could, and
now it is all up to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
Yaakov converted to the level of “xw?” — a
for he knew that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is running the world.

leader, without fear,
When a Yid realizes that no human power can
help him, he tells himself, Tehillim 37:5 “7y 712
7" — whatever is too heavy for you to bear
alone, “roll over to Hashem.” Precisely what is
hard to do but unavoidable, the Yid will do
with renewed strength and courage. Where a
man’s own power falls short, Hashem’s
sovereignty begins, as attested to the name

oxwr. (W ko lwnw )

Yaakov had just received the
Brochos from his father, Yitzchok, Brochos
which Eisav perceived to be his. Eisav hated
Yaakov for it, and there was a real fear that
Eisav would seek to kill Yaakov for taking
those Brochos. Yaakov was fleeing to a far
away place, a place which would hopefully
serve as a safe haven for him. In addition to
Yaakov going to run away from Eisav, he was
also going because his father told him to go
there to seek a Shidduch for himself. Yaakov
left his home for he was fleeing from Eisav,
and he went to Charan to find a Shidduch. But
more than that, the Torah is telling us that
there is something similar to both of these as
they are said in the same Posuk. dJust as
Yaakov went to Charan to find a Shidduch for
himself, he had no fear, so too he did not have
fear of Eisav when he fled his home. He
needed to flee for that is what he needed to do.

A person needs to work with the
laws of nature and do everything that he can.
Then there are times that one has done all that
he can, and then he must rely totally on the
Ribbono Shel Olam. Yaakov’s mother, Rivkah,
had told him that he needed to obtain those
Brochos. He did so, and now the wicked Eisav
hated him for it. There was nothing he could
do about it, and it was clear that his only
option was to flee. He did so with full Emunah
in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he would be
protected. This is a great Avodah we must all
work on — that we must make our Hishtadlus,
and when there is nothing more for us to do,
for it is out of our hands, we must have total
Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu. May we be
Zoche to have this level of Emunah.
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There is a fantastic lesson in

perspective and attitude this week,
which also plays into a key mitzvah.

Yaakov notices that Lavan's attitude
towards him is not the same as it had
been previously. (Verse 31:2) Whereas
Lavan had previously acknowledged
the blessings he received in Yaakov's
merit, now he seemed to feel that
Yaakov was getting a free ride.
Yaakov felt unwelcome and knew it
was time to leave.

What precipitated this change? The
posuk before, (31:1) says that Yaakov
heard the sons of Lavan saying,
“Yaakov took all that our father had
and from it made all this wealth (for
himself.)” Once that perspective was
expressed, it affected how Lavan
viewed Yaakov, though he knew it
wasn't true.

Ironically, if not for Yaakov, Lavan’s
sons would not have been born. Prior
to Yaakov's arrival, Lavan only had
daughters (for would someone with
sons send his aaughter to be among
the shepherds?l)

Despite this, and the fact that they
had no idea what Lavan's situation
was before Yaakov appeared on the
scene, the sons were able to cast
things into a negative light.

Their negativity pervaded their family
and eventually manifested itself in
Lavan losing all he had gained.

Thought of the week:
A positive attitude may not
solve all your problems but
it will annoy enough people
to be worth the effort.
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“And Rachel said, “G-d has judged me and heard my voice and given me a son, so
his name was called Dan... | have twisted with turnings to be like my sister and |
have prevailed, and she called his name Naphtali.” (seraisnis 30:6-8)

Watching her sister give birth to son after son to Yaakov Avinu, Rachel was distraught.
Taking a page out of Sarah Imeinu’s book, she gave her maid, Bilhah, to Yaakov, hoping
that she would merit children through this act.

When the first boy was born, Rachel reflected on how Hashem had judged her and
seemingly punished her with being barren. This birth was a turning point and she felt she
was finally acquitted of whatever crime it was that she had committed. She would no longer
be the victim.

When the second child was born, her reaction was much more positive. She said, “| have
prayed so many prayers to be able to keep up with my sister (in bearing the twelve Tribes
of Israel,) and | have done it!”

When we look at the two children, we see a tremendous difference in them, which was very
likely caused by the way she behaved with the birth of each of them.

Dan was a troubled tribe. They had an idol in their midst for a long time. Even Shimshon,
the Judge who came from their tribe, had a shadowy existence that bordered on sacrilege.
He became involved with Philistine women and died after a tortured existence in captivity.

Naftali, on the other hand, was a calm and peaceful person who was always willing to help.
He ran to get the deed to Me’aras HaMachpela when Yaakov died and Esav delayed the
burial, and in this parsha he called Rachel and Leah to come speak privately to Yaakov,
even though his mother was not privy to the conversation.

In V’zos HaBracha, Moshe Rabbeinu calls Dan a lion cub. They had a portion in the land
but it wasn’'t enough for them so they went to war and captured more. Naftali, however,
was “s’vah ratzon,” fulfilled with satisfaction. Their land, we are told, met all their needs.
They were a happy Tribe.

Perhaps, the foundation of these differences was the way their mother Bilhah’s mistress,
Rachel, acted when they were born. With Dan, Rachel was licking her wounds. With
Naftali, she felt elation. In fact, the posuk says, “so his name was called Dan,” which
implies she felt powerless, while “she [actively] called his name Naftali.”

Our attitudes are very powerful things. If we are negative, we will breed negativity, but if we
are positive and optimistic, then that is what we will reap, and every day will be one of
constant feasting on Hashem’s goodness.

An elderly woman was meeting with the administrator of a nursing home. Her husband had

passed on and her children lived far away. She could no longer live on her own and she
understood that this would be her final dwelling place on earth.

As the Administrator spoke of the activities, meals, and rooms, the woman kept smiling. “It
sounds wonderful,” she said. “I love my room and I'm sure that | will make good friends
here.”

“Don’t you want to see the rooms first?” he inquired. “That’s not necessary,” she replied
with a soft smile. "My happiness does not depend on what my room looks like or how the
food tastes. It depends on my decision to be happy.”
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