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any Mefarshim question the start of Parshas
M owown, wondering why the list of laws begins

with the Dinim of map 72y, a Jew that ends up
serving another Jew. We continue to wonder as the
Torah describes an 12y who wishes to remain an Tay, in
a manner that appears to be disapproving. He is taken
to a doorpost where his master would bore a hole in his
ear. A basic reason for this is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
does not want any Yid to lord over another Yid which
would significantly reduce the Eved’s n7'ma, to behave
in the way of his own choosing. That element of nna
nmwan, which is the basis for any wny1 73w, is confined
and obstructed by another human being’s nvna. So
when the Eved wishes to continue that diminished
level of existence, the Torah “punishes” him. Many of
us know the Gemara in Kedushin (22b) that explains
why the hole is bored in the ear - 71 5y " nynww nx
5m 0Ty 01y K, 0rTAY HXAW? 213 D 1 MNKY AYwa 10
Py mypd IR 31 7 - you must not have been paying
attention at Sinai when you heard My voice say “you
are My servants” - exclusively and not to other servants
- and you went and acquired a new master. The Gemara
quotes a Pasuk — o™ay bx1w» 11275 »1 that we never heard
at Sinai. The Pasuk is at the end of Parshas Behar (25:55)
and is referring to a Yid that sold to a Goy - certainly
restricting his nna in the worst way. We never heard
the “5p nynw at Sinai, so why would the Eved be
faulted? We should also note and ask how that can be
an indictment to an Eved that never WAS AT SINAI,
but lived later in the time of the Bais Hamikdash, who
could NEVER have heard the 'n™p at Sinai? Perhaps
this is why Rashi quotes the Gemara differently and
says 121 "0 70 by nynww nX, meaning it was not the
actual Voice of Hashem, but to HEAR - in Yiddish 1w
Myt - to UNDERSTAND, TO BE ABLE TO READ
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IN BETWEEN THE LINES. What was HAR SINAI
all about? It was about SERVING HASHEM and NO
ONE ELSE; not Mitzrayim, not their g-d’s, not anyone
else’s g-d’s, not even another human being. Reading
about Sinai, hearing about Sinai will also convey that
message, and therefore we can fault any Eved. Reading
DMYN YIRN ORI WK TROX 11 dux, we should be able
to recognize and understand o™y Sxwr 1275 0 and
what that entails.

We all go through life learning things that we just do
not understand. After we have tried a number of times
- probably not enough - we give up. Healthy people can
go through life knowing that there are some things that
they cannot get. One of those things in my life (it does
have a lot of company) is a Rabeinu Yonah in Shaarei
Teshuvah (2:12). The second Shaar discusses catalysts
to enable man to do Teshuvah. His third one is to hear
words of Mussar - om2mm 0™mani 1om ynwr K3 - and
to accept them. He then goes on to applaud and to
elevate the power of hearing. His translation of a Pasuk
in Mishlei (15:30) 1w 2w aymw ,25 e DY RN
ovy is that Shlomo Hamelech is teaching a Chidush.
Sight, the vision of beautiful scenes, can bring joy to
your heart, but hearing is GREATER because it fattens
(improves) even the coldest, passionless bones. nxi

0™Maxn xwn nTa0), the ear is the most important of
all the other body parts. His basis is a Gemara (Bava
Kamma ??) discussing the payments for damaging
someone else’s Eved, which states that for blinding an
Eved you pay 1wy mT for the eye, while if you make the
Eved deaf - 11 m711% 1mu - you pay for the ENTIRE
VALUE OF THE EVED. I never got it! I would have
thought that blinding a man is catastrophic beyond
words, while a deaf man is certainly handicapped but
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can still be functional for the most part. Let us “see”
what I discovered this year - an insightful “Derherr”
in the Rabeinu Yonah.

There is a Gemara (Berachos 34b) that Rav Chanina
Ben Dosa came to learn by Rav Yochanan Ben Zakai,
whose son got sick - ¥'> xinn. Rav Yochanon asked
Rav Chanina to Daven for his son - which he did,
and the child was healed. Rav Yochanan commented
that my Tefilos would not have worked as well as Rav
Chaninas. The Rebetzin of Rav Yochanan asked him,
does that mean Rav Chanina is bigger, greater than
you? His enigmatic answer was: No, it is just that I am
like a 7w, an officer before the King and he is like an 72y
, a servant. Mefarshim wonder wouldn’t think that an
officer, a member of the inner circle would have more
clout, more “Protectzia” than the cleaning crew? There
is a classic rule, phrased by Chazal as the nmm you use 12
1 17N, so too from heaven they deal with you with the
same measure. Others explain it, based on Kabbalah,
1>¥ 'n, Hashem is your shadow and He mimics every
move of yours. The method to get Hashem to listen to
our Tefilos is if we listen to others when they pour their
hearts out to us. That works! The difference between a
qw and an T2y is that the officer commands, gives out
orders for others to do, while the Tay LISTENS to the
commands, hears the instructions and does them. Rav
Chanina came to HEAR the words of Rav Yochanon
- it was o Spyaw nmn - HE LISTENED, so Hashem
listened to him.

This idea about nymw can essentially be found in a
Pasuk in Mishlei (28:9), 1nban oa 7N ynwn WK on
nayn, one who turns aside his ear from hearing Torah,
his prayer will be considered an abomination. Explains
the Metzudos, if you don’t want to hear the words
spoken by someone else, Hashem responds in kind and
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does not consider the words you speak. The Alshich is
even more unyielding. He sees in the Pasuk that EVEN
someone who is not listening because he has already
learned the topic, Hashem’s response is I have also
heard the same Tefilos many times before. I have said in
Shul: If you walk out for the Rabbi’s Derasha (or n>n
during Laining Hashem’s Torah even for the Kiddush
club), then your fom is useless. The problem is that the
ones who needed to hear it were already outside.

What emerges from this is an understanding of
Rabeinun Yona. Certainly in assessing the casualty
that befell the man, our knee-jerk reaction is accurate
— blind is worse than deaf. It is a horrible devastation
to the man. But we must reassign another standard
when assessing AN EVED, whose task is to listen and
follow instructions — A DEAF EVED IS “OIS EVED”,
and therefore the damage done to him is total — 1> 1
12 M.

Our lesson should be that ALL OF US were sent down
to be on »ay, to serve with love and devotion, so that
we know what to do and how to read between the lines.
To hear words of nn>in that remind us of our 2N
m",ypa so that we can be omw ow wipn and bring our
Galus to an end. Our Tefilos should ring with the call
that the Galus - Eved does not like the master of our
Galus, and this Eved wants his freedom, wants his own
mrna . We have languished enough and don’t want to
stay in the Galus any longer. We want to go back home.

("o:'112 XApM) NN DX WK 12WN...YIRA MT DRXIM

Among those who are nyw™ o'oyn

>R YNV

/wa >b prn
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his Shabbos is once again titled by the Haftorah

which speaks of the Mitzvah to remember our

responsibility of ensuring that no remnant of
Amalek exists. We read the episode of Shaul, who
was told through the Navi Shmuel to strike down
Amalek and everything they had. We all know that
Shaul spared Agag and the better livestock, violating
the mandate he was given. Shmuel is directed by
Hashem to reprimand Shaul, and deliver the bad
news of his monarchy ending and that it will be
given to a nameless successor. Most of you will agree
that this is one of the saddest Haftorahs we read.
You just want to cry — and sometimes you may. You
can almost see the tears of Shmuel as ultimately his
Talmid realizes his error — despite whatever the logic
Doeg advised him of (Yalkut Shmuel 15:9). Life has
shown us that the call for mercy, mnna, from a man
who has a warped sense of compassion and brutality
ends up being cruelty in disguise. It was his “Psak”
that oimon 1y 2 should die and Agag should live.
Chazal derive from this episode of Doeg that: 5
onnm 5y AR nwys mod o Oy yam xinw (Yalkut
ibid). It is absolutely painful to hear Shaul pleading
with Shmuel, who remains true to the edict, despite
spending the night Davening for it to be reversed
(15:11).

Learning this Haftorah certainly leaves us with the
impression that there must be something we are
missing - and there surely is. It is Chodesh Adar,
and it is time for some Simcha after the year we've
had. We always wonder what Shaul was thinking,
especially since Hashem explicitly told him no manm.
Let’s explore Rav Tzadok Hakohen’s world - always
enlightening and often surprising - and revel in our
mpraon nann. See Pri Tzadik (Purim s.v. xanam) who
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focusses on Sanhedrin (96b) that teaches bw 111 »1an
m12 7122 1Mn 1 i, that Haman had Einiklach who
learned Torah in Bnai Brak. The xo7ain the apy py
has the addition that it was, in fact, n>w 12 Sxmw 1.
Rav Tzadok suggests that Shaul saw that Agag had
the 1nw1 wmw of nbw 12 5xmw 21 in him that had yet
to emerge, and therefore he spared him.

There is a “Pelehdikeh” Vort from the Gaon (see
71 nwanb winT pny nHnp). The Medrash (Esther 7:13
towards the end) teaches that Mordechai quizzed
three Cheder boys about what Pasuk they had learned
that day. The first boy responded: mixns Tnan x7n 5x
('a5wn) ' - do not be afraid of the sudden fright.
The second responded with: x5 727 1727 901 nvy Wy
(":'m "wwr) 5p any > opr — they planned a conspiracy
and it shall be annulled, they spoke and it shall not
stand. The third ones answer was: T91 X1 2R mpT TN
("1:'m bpwr) vhmx i Haox ax nrw - until old age I
remain, until your old age I will carry you etc. and
I will rescue you. Upon hearing these Pesukim,
Mordechai rejoiced with great Simcha. Haman, who
had just gotten his nm passed, wanted to know
what made Mordechai so happy. He was told that
these Pesukim were great news for the Jews - they
had nothing to fear. Haman then promised that he
would 1"'n kill the Cheder children first. Comments
the Gaon that these Pesukim refer to the three times
that Amalek tried to destroy us. The first time was
right after Krias Yam Suf, when they attacked without
warning, haphazardly - 17p qwx - which qualifies as
a ownp . The next time was after the Petira of
Aaron Hakohen (Chukas 21:1), where Amalek tried
camouflaging themselves by speaking the language
of the Kenanim in order to deflect the Tefilos of
Klal Yisroel. That attempt conforms to the Pasuk of
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nyy ww, they plotted with deceptive speech - 1Mat
1271 - however it failed, oip» x51. The final time was
Haman, based on his response to the wise men who
warned him of the consequences of assailing the G-d
of the Jews, to which Haman claimed that Hashem
is too old, asleep, and bore witness to the Churban
wrought by Nevuchadnezzar with no retribution.
How appropriate is the answer of mpr 1 and even 1y
nrw, I will rescue you from the forces that attempt
your elimination. These three Pesukim injected
Mordechai with the hope, the Emunah, that we
will survive even this mm that seemed irreversible
and infused him with Simcha. This also infuriated
Haman, and he promised that these Cheder Yinglach
would be his first target.

Hashem describes Amalek as the ultimate evil -

o nwxa - and even His Heavenly Throne, or His
Name, are incomplete so long as their depravity
continues to plague the world. I once thought, based
on the above Gaon, that after the Tefilah of mpa 12 5
1> where we wish and hope for the world to be rid
of all its abominations, becoming m>na o>y 1pnd
»w a world where all will recognize X MW TR N
- His Name will be ONE/WHOLE by whoever has
1xa v . Especially, according the x"an non (see
21 mX 21 nwyn), who substitutes the words 1p* awm
Synn omwa with the words Synn onwa 1mas Koo -
His xo> will be WHOLE. Most Siddurim have the
three aforementioned Pesukim printed right after
by, as they represent the method of eliminating the
undisputed corruption of own mabn. No Tefilah for
Malchus Hashem can be complete without asking
for the removal of pSny from our world.

We have ignored Rav Tzadok long enough. How
sweet it is to align his insight with the Gemara (Bava
Basra 8b), which describes Rav Shmuel Bar Shailas
as the super Rebbi of Cheder Yinglach. The Gemara
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Darshens the Pasuk of 731 obyb o7ac100 ooan prvm
referring to the mpwn »mbn to the likes of Rav
Shmuel Bar Shailas. The Gemara tells us that he had
an orchard, which he had not visited in thirteen years,
because he spent all of his time teaching nnnxa o5
(*"wn -), and even when he went to the orchard he
would still think of his students. Maharsha explains
the comparison to stars - £1:133 — even when you
cannot actually see them during the daytime, they
are still on your mind, as n>w 12 Sxmw 11 said.
Perhaps we can juxtapose the Medrash that Haman
directed his wrath at the Tinokos and wanted to
kill them, alongside the Gemara which describes
his descendant trying to correct that infraction.
He utilized his “heavenly” Kochos by teaching the
Tinokos, giving them life by instilling within them
the lesson of 1»n bn 7, by showing them that they
were more important than transient orchards.

Our lesson should be that there is always another
dimension to Torah for us to explore - especially
when we think we know it all already - try again,
725 Hapw nn mmp. Also, we must appreciate again
and again those that teach our children Torah.
Realize that it was the children who brought about
the Geulah from Haman - it really is worthwhile to
see the Medrash (Esther 9:3) about how the Tinokos
Davened and how Hashem responded.

May Hashem answer all of Klal Yisroels Tefilos mnnna.

Among those who are nywb oayn.
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World

FEBRUARY 20

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

#010

Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Terumah - The Big Picture is not the Whole Picture

ne of the overriding messages of the Torah is
O the obligation to be sensitive to language. While

perhaps subtle, we understand that the usage of
one word versus another, or even a different conjugation
of the same word changes the complete underlying
meaning of the concept at hand. A case in point from
contemporary parlance. Someone who only tells their
spouse and children ‘Love you’ versus ‘I love you’ has
taken a very personal and meaningful statement and in
a way depersonalized it and shows a discomfort with
deep and genuine feelings. It is only a small little ‘T’, but
it is a single letter that fundamentally reflects on the
character of the person in the relationship and changes
the dynamic of the relationship itself.

One of the most prominent examples of a change
in language that helps paint a far deeper and richer
tapestry appears at the beginning of Parshas Terumah.
After commanding Moshe to collect the materials with
which to build the mishkan, HKB’H instructs:

:02iN2 "Y1 UTi7N 1710y
And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell
among them.

Many of the meforshim note that perhaps the word
IDIN2 -in it - I.e that I will reside in the mishkan - would
have been more appropriate. Instead DJIN1 conveys a
far richer image. Namely that the mishkan would be the
vehicle that would allow G-d’s presence to reside in the
midst of the Jewish people in a way that had not been
true up until this point. The existence of the mishkan,
the beis hamikdash and to some extent a shul serves as
a conduit for the intensified presence of HKB’H in the
world and provides an opportunity to experience that
presence.

But beyond the beautiful but generalized statement of
‘b’socham’ - in their midst - many of the Kabbalistic and
early Hasidic figures deepen the statement. Namely
that what is being conveyed is TNXI TNX 72 1N - G-d’s
presence will be manifest in the midst of each and every
person. The Alshich and Rav Yaakov Yosef of Polnoye
in the Toldos Yaakov Yosef see in this instruction the
mandate that each person should perceive themselves

PARSHAS TERUMAH 1
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as a miniature sanctuary and they proceed to correlate
all of the various facets of the mishkan with man’s
attributes and makeup.

Without overstating it, the switch from 1211 to D1IN2
with the additional TNXI TNX 72 )IN1 stands as one of
the single most significant formulations as to who man
is and what he is aspiring to be in this world.

The following thought struck me this week. Why at the
very onset of the hundreds of pesukim that mandate
and describe the building of the mishkan is HKB’H
bringing attention to this component of TNX 72 N1
TNXRI? Why not first detail what needs to be built and
then upon the conclusion of either the instruction or of
the actual building HKB’H can inform Moshe and the
Jewish people that the mishkan will be the opportunity
for residence among the nation as a whole and within
the hearts and souls of each member of the nation. Why
now?

The simple answer is that at the beginning of any
enterprise you clearly lay out and formulate the exact
purpose and goals of the task at hand. At the beginning
of the building of the mishkan, Moshe, and by extension
Am Yisroel needed to understand what they were
contributing towards and what the presence of the
mishkan sought to accomplish.

There is in my mind another element at work as well.
Anytime there has been a shift from the individual to the
institution there is a fundamental danger that somehow
the broad aims of the institution can eradicate the
recognition of the individual with all of his/ her specific
needs and beauty. The birth of a nation, the building of
a country, the establishment of a shul/ community, the
transition from a few people learning to a Yeshiva or a
higher place of learning, and yes, the transition from
personal avodah to the centralized mishkan, all require
some degree of broad institutionalization and the
transition from the focus on the individual to the focus
on the structure.

Inherent in that shift of course is a grave danger and
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

exist the seeds for the type of organizational and
communal breakdowns that we have seen from that
time and forward. As such at the very beginning of
this incredibly meaningful and necessary venture of
building the mishkan, HKB’H clearly and unequivocally
states - TNRI TNX 72 71N /DDIN1. It is a way of saying
‘do not forget what this is about, do not forget that every
structure and institution is about individualistic man
establishing a deep relationship with Me as a personal
G-d’.

Moshe’s desire to personally adjudicate each case that
came to him until his father-in-law intervened as well as
his insistence on counting each person himself all speak
of the same theme. It speaks of the fundamentally
democratic essence of yahadus in which each person
should be made to feel as significant as any other
person, no matter their lineage or their socio-economic
status. While the statement of the heads of the tribes
during the building of the mishkan that encouraged
everyone to bring their goods for the building of the
sanctuary and then they will contribute whatever still
needs to be brought sounds noble in theory, it served
as a violation of this principle. It placed the nesi’im
separate and away from the people. Organizations and
institutions can easily create and emphasize those
hierarchy’s, and as suchthe Torah from the very onset
tried to fight against the perceived class system that
comes with institutionalization. The focus always needs
to be on the yachid and the abundantly clear statement
of the absolute significance of the yachid, any yachid
and every yachid, in the structure of the organization.

Perhaps it is this that the Mishna emphasizes in
meseches Sanhedrin. In the structure of the Sanhedrin
or Beis Din one might become more broadly focused
on the judiciary as an institution and on the law as
the code by which the community functions. In this
context the da’yanim are reminded and in turn remind
and emphasize to the witnhesses that each man is
considered to be his or her own world and the saving
or destruction of the individual is comparable to the
saving or destruction of the entire universe. Never allow
any element of Yahadus (shuls, schools, courts etc.),
even with Judaism’s communal focus, on becoming
a movement that places principles and the institution
over the dogma of TNXI TNX 72 JIN1.

Undoubtedly this is not always easy to do. To be honest,
early on in my tenure in a previous position, someone
took me aside at the kiddush (where all the really juicy
stuff tends to take place) and told me that ‘Rabbi, you
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need to know who the people are that you really need to
cater to and make sure that their needs are being met’.
I understood what he was saying. A shul or institution
can only function because of the largesse of specific
individuals and it behooves the head of the institution
to make sure that those people feel attended to. I
understand the sentiments, but also feel uncomfortable
with them. Each person is their own nInNn W (prince
of Torah). Every person stood equidistant from Har
Sinai. Almost the very first words in the instruction of
the mishkan serves as a reminder of exactly that. Do not
allow the institutionalization of Judaism to obfuscate or
erode the essence of Judaism.

While there is much more to be said on this topic I
do want to end with a point of emphasis. This week
we will be witnessing the 500,000th casualty in this
country alone due to Covid. In a way even a pandemic
can become politicized and institutionalized. Who gets
the vaccine, should one take the vaccine, debates over
government shutdowns, fights over masks, I should I
get tested or not etc. Both the enormity of the actual
numbers as well as the political issues around the
pandemic eventually take center stage. The institution
and pandemic as an entity dominates our relationship
to it.

Of course, that is beyond chaval. There are actual people
in the millions who are suffering from either disease,
death, loneliness, depression, impoverishment,
family tensions and the like. Can we hold them in our
consciousness? Can we feel deeply, empathetically,
and fully for the enormity of loss that exists not in
headlines but TNXI TNX 72 71N2? In a way it is the mark
of a certain personal greatness and nobility of spirit. To
be people who live on two planes simultaneously. Ishei
klal- broad, communal, dedicated to the ‘mishkan’ and
committed to the structures that the world and the
community require. While very much being able to exist
as ishei prat - living with deep feeling for the joys and
the losses of each individual who themselves represent
an entire mikdash and an entire universe. This dual life
and focus is far from simple but I believe that the duality
encapsulates HKB’H’s desire for having a sanctuary for
his presence in the world in the first place. Thousands
of years later we should continue to be inspired and
informed by the beauty and responsibility of these
simple words - DJIN1 'NDYI WT7N '7 IWVI.

Have a beautiful Shabbos

R’ Blass can be reached at blass@yu.edu
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You shall erase-do not forget — nown X7-nnnn
Chazal established that we always read Parashas Zachor on the
Shabbos before Purim and that is why this Shabbos is called ‘Shabbos
Zachor’. Since the wicked Haman was a descendant of Amalek and
just like Haman in his time wanted ‘lehashmid laharog ule’abeid es
kol hayehudim’ — ‘to destroy, to slay, and to exterminate all the
Jews’, so did Amalek want to do in his time, and so he wants to try to
do even in our time. He battles with every Jew both externally and
internally.

We know from the holy seforim that the gematria [numerical value]
of ‘Amalek’ is ‘safek’ [doubt] (240), as this is Amalek’s strength. He
enters a Jew’s heart and plants doubt in emunah, and when he chas
v’shalom brings doubt of faith into the heart of a Jew then it wanes.
If chas v'shalom a person’s faith in hashgacha pratis, that the Creator
Yisbarach supervises him at every moment weakens, then the path
to downfall opens and the result is terrible.
Let us stop for a moment and consider Megillas Esther. All the
miracles mentioned in the Megillah did not happen in a day, nor even
in @ month, nor even in a year. Rather, the story of the Megillah
unfolded over the course of several years and only one who believed
in the hashgacha of Hashem Yisbarach for His creations could
connect the dots and believe that the events were connected. For
without emunah, there would be no connection between the parts
of the story. What is the connection between the incident of Bnei
Yisrael joining in with the banquet of the wicked one, and the
appointment of the agitator of the Jews, the grandson of Amalek,
being appointed as the chief officer? At that very banquet, Queen
Vashti was killed, and the door opened to bring in Queen Esther,
through whom salvation came?!
Perhaps we can say that the reading of Parashas Zachor before Purim
is a very appropriate preparation for Purim and reading the Megillah.
In the section of Zachor we are commanded ‘You shall erase the
remembrance of Amalek, and do not forget’, the main goal of Amalek
is that we forget, that we forget the hashgacha pratis with which
HaKadosh Baruch Hu guides us. We should not forget that there is a
connection between what happened in the past and what is
happening in the present. Therefore, before we come to read the
Megillah, we remember this commandment of ‘do not forget’. This
reminds us to see the hashgacha of Hashem Yisbarach and connect
the pieces of the puzzle of the past and the present, and with this
very remembering, we have already fulfilled the mitzvah of erasing
Amalek.

- TivHaMoadim - Purim
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‘For in gladness you shall go’ - "Ix¥xn nnnwa '

| went to Beit Shemesh for my grandson’s sheva berachos. Needless
to say, when one goes away for Shabbos, there are many things to
be concerned about, particularly, that all the grandchildren are
there. | had to get food and packages from my neighborhood, far
from my apartment and | needed a ride to get it there. It was 3:00 in
the afternoon and finding a taxi was not easy. Suddenly, the
Rebbetzin said, “Look, hashgacha pratis, isn’t that Yehoshua Maneh,
one of your students outside the window?” | looked and it was so.
When | asked if he could help me, he relied, With pleasure.”
“l know that you would do it wholeheartedly, but | want you to check
with your mother if it is okay, maybe she is waiting for you to help
in the house!?”
He called and got the approval and then we left with all the packages
to my joy and that of the Rebbetzin and everyone else. Please go out
and see the extent of hashgacha that supervises over every step.
One just has to think about it and thank Hashem for all His goodness.

- Moreinu HaRav shlit”a

‘Healing for the wound’ - 'non"7 nxi197’
You all know this; a child will hold onto a certain toy and will not let
go. My four-year-old son took my neighbor’s helmet, and he would
not give it back or take it off his head. The neighbor said that he
should take it home, and later | should return the helmet which is
just sitting on a shelf anyway.
| was not okay with this, but | also did not want to force a tired little
boy to give back the helmet. He went to sleep with the helmet by
his side. Two hours later, the house was quiet, and we heard a large
bang and then a cry. We ran to the boy’s room, and we saw a strange
sight. The shelf above his bed fell down right onto his head. But the
boy was fine because before he fell asleep, he put the helmet back
on his head, which saved the boy from any harm.
We found out that his friends had been hanging from the shelf, and
we do not know if this caused it to fall. We were thrilled how
Hashem prepared the cure before the wound and caused the boy to
be stubborn about something, and we never dreamed that there
was something cooking. Only Hashem Who is good and does good
and knows exactly what is best for all.
.0.n
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1momi I'nP7 — [INRA N"'YY
Making the Aron - its lessons and morals

I¥NI ANNI 12N 'YNIANKI DX 'YNI DMK D'OY XY [NX YY1
AT 3T "7V N'WYI I9XN YINNI NN N0 20T INK N'OXI NNy
(x1-1:d) :am0
They shall make an Aron of shittim wood, two and a half amos its
length, an amah and a half its width, and an amah and a half its
height. You shall cover it with pure gold, from inside and from
outside you shall cover it, and you shall make on it a golden
wreath all around. (25:10-11)

Our entire parsha discusses the directive of setting up the Mishkan,
something which seemingly has no application to our times since we
find ourselves in the difficult and bitter cauldron of exile. We have
not yet merited that Hashem return us to our original stature, and His
Shechina will again rest in our midst. However, since our Torah is
eternal, then obviously, all these instructions hint to us life lessons
that apply even in our times. Therefore, it is fitting that whoever
reads these sections should contemplate the hidden message of the

avodah in general and in particular.

I will also tell you what | thought about in explaining the meaning of
these sections that speak about the making of the Aron.

The Aron served in the Mishkan like the ‘Torah’, since this was the
designated place for the ‘Luchos Ha’eidus’ [lit. Tablets of Testimony]
as it is written (25:16) "*7X% INX YUK NITYN DX |[NKRN 78 NNl = ‘You
shall put into the Aron the Testimony that | shall give you’. Similarly,
they also placed a Sefer Tora in it or near it outside as brought down
in the Gemara (Bava Basra 14a). Also, the voice of Hashem emitted
from between the two Cherubim that were atop the Aron to Moshe,
and from there teaching went out to Israel.

Since this is so, there are those who say that Chachamim are in the
category of ‘Aron’, as they too serve as a wellspring of Torah.
According to this it works out that the section that discusses the
making of the Aron teaches the person how he can merit that his
value be categorized like the ‘Aron’. That is, if he prepares himself to
be a ‘Talmid Chacham’, he will merit that the words of the Torah will
enter within him.

Thus it was necessary for us to learn these first two posukim
describing the making of the Aron, it is so that one ‘recognizes his
true value’, but this is conditional on two points. First, that he realizes
that he has great potential. Second, that he realizes his spiritual
standing, that is, he must consider and know his potential to
understand the Torah. He should elevate himself into thinking that
he is a deep thinker, and he grasps things quickly. When these two
points are embedded in the heart of a person, he will be able to stay
on track to rise up to the House of G-d and merit ‘Kesser Torah’ — ‘the
Crown of Torah’.

We learn the first point from Chazal who expounded this posuk
describing the greatness of the Aron (Sanhedrin 29a): Chizkiah said,
“From where do we know that one who adds to Hashem’s words
actually detracts from them?” Rav Mesharshia said, “from here
(25:10) 'DAX '¥xnI D"NAX' — ‘two amos and a half its length’”.
Meaning, that if one removed the ‘aleph’ from ‘amasayim’ we would
take it to mean 200 amos’. It is only after adding the ‘aleph’ we know
it is two amos and no more. We find that by adding, it diminishes.
As for us, we can say that the Torah is telling the Talmid Chacham not
to take on more than he is capable of. A person must be well-versed
in his own physical needs to sustain himself and be healthy. He should
reduce the sleep he requires, even if his intent is to spend more time
in learning and avodah. He should also not cut down the food his
body needs to function, even if his intent is to cleanse his body and
reduce his enjoyment. Nowadays, we are categorized as ‘whoever
increases diminishes’. This is one who cleanses himself by minimizing
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his pleasure and by doing this he intends to add to his avodas
Hashem. However, by doing this he is destroying his body and this is
worse for him, for if he gets sick or weak chas v’shalom, he will have
to recover, and his reward is offset by his loss. This is not so if he is
careful with his general health and he takes care of his needs as
required. Even regarding his eating, he is careful. Then his eating and
sleeping will be considered a portion of the avodah of his Creator
without losing anything. He will even receive reward as his intent is
for the sake of Heaven, to strengthen himself in avodas Hashem.

It is told about the Chofetz Chaim who was very meticulous about
the boys learning in his yeshiva that they do not sleep less than they
needed. Every night at 10:00 he would go into the Bais Midrash to
turn off the lights and tell his students to go to sleep. However, there
were always those among the boys who considered themselves
‘chachamim’, and when the Chofetz Chaim left, they went back into
the yeshiva and put the lights back on and went back to learn.

One day after these boys went back to learn, the Chofetz Chaim
showed up a second time and saw what was going on. He repeated
what he did before, he turned off the lights and told his students to
go to sleep. About an hour later he came back to see if the boys
listened to him, and when he saw that they had gone back to learn,
he wanted to enlighten them and so, he asked them in his sweet
way, “Please explain! Why aren’t you listening to me? Does it enter
your mind that | want to stop you from learning? Chalilah, chalilah!
Don’t you know that | am only looking out for your welfare! Why do
you think you know better?”

The Chofetz Chaim continued, “So, this is only a trick of the yetzer, it
is trying to corrupt our yeshiva boys. It knows that it cannot sway
you with laziness and neglect of study. Therefore, it switches its
approach and instead of trying to get you to stop learning, it
demands the opposite, ‘Learn more! Harder than usual! The yetzer
tov is not demanding enough of you, you should spend more time
learning!” Why? Because it knows this will weaken your bodies and
then you will not be able to learn like you should...”

| have also heard from my dear father zt”l who testified about
himself that even though he set aside all his time to Torah and
avodah until late in life when he wanted to set aside all his time to
Torah. But still, he did not forego sleep knowing that sleep helped
him elevate in Torah.

This is the first point on which a person’s success in Torah is
dependent, ‘knowing the constitution of the body’, then he can
absorb the words of Torah with a clear mind.

The second point we mentioned is that one know his spiritual well-
being. We learn this point from Rava (Yoma 72b) from the command
to ‘coat it outside and in’. Rava learns from here that ‘every Talmid
Chacham whose inside is not like his outside is not a Talmid
Chacham’. The simple understanding is that on the inside he is just
a plain person, but he acts properly in front of others. However, why
does this take away from being a Talmid Chacham? He has still
learned and has the knowledge; how can we take that away from
him? Also, he is not called a Talmid Chacham, he is called
upstanding, but is he not a faker and a sinner?

We must explain that since heis a ‘Talmid Chacham’ he is not a faker.
Rather, his insides are not perfect, making us think lesser of him. The
result is he thinks his learning makes him worth more than he really
is. He knows how to learn, but he does not see blessing from his hard
work. Since he has not taken care of himself properly, his learning
does not endure.

This is what is meant by ‘his inside is not like his outside’, he does
not take care of himself, so his Torah is not kept within him.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Terumah = Zachor 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Amazing Insight from the Chasam Sofer

The 48 Beams in the Mishkan Represent the 48 Neviim
and the 7 Branches of the Menorah Represent
the 7 Nevios that Prophesied for Yisrael

In honor of the auspiciously approaching Shabbas Zachor,
we will establish a connection between the weekly parsha,
parshas Terumah, and the special reading instituted by Chazal
for the Shabbas preceding Purim (Devarim 25, 17): 2wx nx =215t”
"mUmxhn ASNRED 772 PYay 1Y nwy—remember what Amalek did
toyou while you were departing from Egypt. We have learned
in the Mishnah (Megillah 29a) that on the second Shabbas
of the month of Adar, we read the passage of Zachor. Rashi
explains the rationale for this institution: Parshas Zachor is
to be read on the Shabbas adjacent to Purim to connect the
elimination of Amalek with the elimination of Haman.

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Megillah 25b) bases the rationale
for reading the mitzvah to remember Amalek prior to Purim on
the following passuk in the Megillah (Esther 9, 28): mxm gy
"Ry BT NN RN 2wyn pasn—“and these days should
be remembered and celebrated,” their remembrance
should precede their celebration.

The Miracle of Purim during the Times of
Achashveirosh Was in the Merit of Mordechai
Who Instituted the Reading of Parshas Zachor

Letus embellish this thought. It states in the Megillah (Esther
9, 20): 7wy mr1ien Yo HR mrmaw nbwe AR 29370 AR DT 21N
"RYPINAMT RY1P WITWRR Tont narm Yaa—Mordechai recorded
(wrote down) these events and sent letters to all the Jews
who were in all the provinces of King Achashveirosh, the
near ones and the distant ones. Rashi comments: “Mordechai
wrote” this Megillah exactly as it appears (in its current text).
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Thus, we learn that Mordechai is the one who wrote the words:
“And these days should be remembered and celebrated,”
from which the Yerushalmi deduced that the remembering of
Amalek should precede the eradication of Amalek, namely the
downfall of Haman.

Accordingly, we can suggest that in the times of
Achashveirosh, when the king authorized the Jews to gather
and defend themselves by killing the descendants of Amalek,
their enemies, Mordechai legislated the reading of the passage
commanding us to remember Amalek and eradicate them on
the Shabbas preceding the battle. Thus, during the battle,
they would have in mind that they were actually fulfilling
the mitzvah of “mechias Amalek.” As a result, they would be
victorious, in keeping with the dictum (Koheles 8, 5): =anmm”
"ym 137 ¥ K9 mxn—he who obeys the mitzvah will know
no evil. Furthermore, in the merit of the Torah-reading that
mentions the mitzvah of “mechias Amalek,” they would actually
merit fulfilling the mitzvah of eradicating Haman and all of his

offspring, the descendants of Amalek.

It appears that this is also the reason Mordechai legislated
that they read parshas Zachor specifically on the Shabbas prior
to their battle with their Amalakite foes. We are familiar with
the statement in the Zohar hakadosh (Yisro 88a): 18313 Y3~
Y5 mvm INDTaNNn KA1 RITT DIWR L1000 ARYIEAW KRS RN XYY
spavsnw All heavenly and earthly Berachos depend on the
seventh day ... because all of the six weekdays are blessed
from that day.
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Hence, the military victory associated with the miracle of
Purim was dependent on the influence of the Shabbas kodesh
prior to the battle. This is why Mordechai instructed them to
read the mitzvah of remembering and eradicating Amalek from
the Torah on the Shabbas preceding the battle. In the merit
of that Torah-reading on Shabbas kodesh, the Shabbas would
imbue the six weekdays to follow with berachah, enabling them
to actually fulfill the mitzvah of “mechias Amalek.”

To memorialize the miracle of Purim that transpired in the
merit of reading parshas Zachor—commanding us to eradicate
Amalek—on the Shabbas before Purim, Mordechai wrote
in the Megillah: “These days should be remembered and
celebrated.” Thereafter, the reading of parshas Zachor on the
Shabbas preceding Purim became an annual institution. This
annual practice is aimed at evoking the miracle of Purim even
in our times, to continue the downfall and eradication of all of
Yisrael’s Amalakite enemies.

“They shall make Me a Sanctuary” Exists Forever

Since it is the nature of Torah to be elucidated in seventy
different ways, I would like to propose my own explanation for
the association of parshas Zachor with the actual mitzvah of
“mechias Amalek” that was at the center of the Purim miracle.
We will embark on this sacred journey by examining the
mitzvah of constructing a Mishkan, which is described in this
week’s parsha (Shemos 25, 8): "az1na "naswt wrpn °v wyr'—they
shall make Me (%) a Sanctuary, so that I may dwell among
them. In the Sifre (Beha’aloscha 34), we are taught: Whenever
the Torah employs the term "%, it infers that it will exist
forevermore.

This elucidation coincides magnificently with the passuk
in this week’s parsha (ibid. 26, 15): »xy 1ownb mawapn nx nwyr”
"m»a1y oww—you shall make the beams of the Mishkan of
“shittim” wood, standing erect. They expound in the Gemara
(Yoma 72a): =iy =7mbn 12100 Yuat 1920 TaR 9nKRD Raw oy
"aaayIyyr By e mrray—what does the term “standing”
imply? Perhaps you will say their promise is gone and
their hope is no longer valid (since the Mishkan is no longer
operative and the beams have been buried). Therefore, the
Torah teaches us that they are standing forevermore. The
commentaries find this statement perplexing. How is it possible
to claim that the Mishkan remains extant? After all, we have
learned in the Gemara (Sotah 9a) that when Yisrael entered the
land, the beams of the Mishkan were stored away:
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Rabbi Chinana bar Pappa expounded: What is the
meaning of that which is written (Tehillim 33, 1): “Sing
joyfully tzaddikim because of Hashem; for the upright praise
is fitting”? Do notread it as praise is “fitting,” but rather as
“a palace of” praise. This refers to Moshe and David, for
their enemies did not gain control of their handiwork. Of
David, for it is written (Eichah 2, 9): “Its gates sunk in the
earth.” Regarding Moshe, the master said: When the first
Mikdash was built, the Ohel Mo’ed was hidden—its beams,
its hooks, its bars, its pillars and its sockets.

48 Beams and 7 Branches of the Menorah
Represent 48 Neviim and 7 Neviot

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
a fascinating chiddush from the incredible teachings of the
Chasam Sofer. We learn in this week’s parsha that there were
48 beams in the Mishkan (Shemos 26, 18); there were twenty
in the south, twenty in the north and eight in the west. The
entrance to the Mishkan was on the east side; there was only a
covering on that side. Additionally, the menorah in the Mishkan
had seven branches (ibid. 25, 32); the central branch formed
the body of the menorah; three branches emerged from the
body on each side.

Now, let us cite a passuk from the Megillah (Esther 3, 10):
TRYTITIN MR OAART RATAM 13 127 72001 11 Yy inpav nR ont e —
so the king removed his signet ring from his hand, and gave
it to Haman the son of Hamdata, the Agagi, an enemy of the
Jews. They expound on this passuk (Megillah 14a): nao:t A"
1519w SRS 119 IR2INIW NIRY22 PAWT DINAI MIRYT BYYAANE" AN nyaY
21y 1R YAV N0 199K, 3 o 89 The removal of
the ring (that Achashveirosh removed from his hand and gave
to Haman) had a greater impact than forty-eight prophets
and seven female prophets that prophesied for Yisrael.
For, they all failed to return them to the good (the path of
righteousness); whereas, the removal of the ring returned
them to the good.

Based on this introduction, the Chasam Sofer, zy”a, teaches
us that the 48 beams in the Mishkan represented the 48 neviim
that prophesied for Yisrael. This is alluded to by the fact that

Parshas Terumah - Zachor 5781 | 2

OO



HKB”H called the beams of the Mishkan "m»w=2p”; the term w2y
can be interpreted as an abbreviation for »1w nnre pwrry—
the sacred ones, who elevate G-d. This alludes to the sacred
prophets, who elevated the name of HKB”H among the people
of Yisrael. Similarly, the 7 branches of the menorah represent
the 7 prophetesses who prophesied for Yisrael.

Clearly, the assertion of the Chasam Sofer deserves further
Why did HKB”H command Yisrael to erect a
Mishkan in the midbar with 48 beams and to construct a

clarification.

menorah with 7 branches to represent the 48 neviim and 7
Nevios that would prophesy to Yisrael in the future? None of
them existed, yet; they would not serve their function until after
Yisrael inhabited Eretz Yisrael.

The Fascinating Remarks of the Chasam Sofer
concerning the Rings on the Beams

[ had a wonderful idea related to the teaching of the Chasam
Sofer, zy”a. In Torah Moshe, the Chasam Sofer himself reiterates
the assertion that the 48 beams in the Mishkan represented
the 48 neviim. There, however, he adds an important detail
regarding the rings that connected the beams. Let us refer to
the passuk in our parsha (Shemos 26, 24): munbn omxin 1
"ARNRT Y20t YR 1wRa Yy omn v pe—and they shall be fitted
together at the bottom, and together shall they match at
its top, by the single ring. Rashi explains that at the top of
each beam, there were two grooves—one on its left and one on
its right; each groove was the thickness of a ring. Thus, a ring
connected two adjacent beams by being inserted in the left side
of one beam and the right side of the adjacent beam. All of the
beams were connected in this manner by rings.

The Chasam Sofer explains the symbolism inherent in this
structure and arrangement. A ring is circular like the letter
“samech.” [tsymbolizesthe factthat HKB”H,in Hisinfinite mercy,
supports Yisrael who have fallen down and are downtrodden
in galus. This is expressed by the passuk (Tehillim 145, 14):
"meyanat BoY it qmiw’—Hashem supports all that have fallen.
We find the following elucidation in the Gemara (Berachos 4b):
With the letter “samech,” HKB”H supports all those who have
fallen, alluded to by the letter “nun.” (Translator’s note: The
root 7"mv means to support; the word m%'2'2 meaning falling
down or downfall begins with the letter “nun.”) This then is
the symbolism inherent in the arrangement of beams and rings.
HKB”H informed Yisrael that if they would listen to and heed
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the rebukes of the 48 neviim and perform teshuvah, He would
support them like the rings shaped like a “samech,” in keeping
with the words: “Hashem supports all that have fallen.”

With this understanding, the Chasam Sofer interprets the
passuk in the Megillah: “The king removed his signet ring
from his hand, and gave it to Haman the son of Hamdata,
the Agagi, an enemy of the Jews.” When Yisrael fail to heed the
admonitions of the 48 neviim, HKB”H, as it were, removes His
ring, which is shaped like a “samech,” from His hand; in turn,
He hands it over, chas v'shalom, to the wicked Haman and his
evil cohorts. This lack of support and imminent danger impels
and motivates Yisrael to perform teshuvah. This interpretation
is consistent with the teaching in the Midrash (Esther Rabbah
3, 10) that when the Megillah mentions the word “king” alone
without specifying the king’s name, it alludes to HKB”H.

By possessing and controlling the letter “samech,” which
HKB”H employs to supportall who have fallen, the wicked Haman
plotted the downfall of Yisrael, symbolized by the letter “nun.”
This is the reason his confidants and his wife Zeresh advised him
to hang Mordechai on a fifty-amah high tree. For, the gematria of
the letter “nun,” symbolizing downfall, is fifty.

In reality, Yisrael performed sincere teshuvah and turned
the tables on the wicked Haman. Instead, HKB”H orchestrated
Haman’s downfall with the letter “nun.” This is the message
his confidants and Zeresh convey to him (Esther 6, 13): or”
912om Y1m1 03 Y Yoin KD v Yimdhy nibnn aws oTan memiren yam
ma5—if Mordechai, before whom you have begun to fall,
is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him, but
you will undoubtedly fall before him. This also explains
very nicely why Haman himself was hung from the fifty-amah
high tree alluding to the letter “nun” of m%»2’a. This concludes
the wonderful chiddush of the Chasam Sofer with our added
clarification.

Thus, we can comprehend the passuk in the Megillah at the
time of the salvation (ibid. 8, 2): =22y 2wx mMyav NR Tonn 1"
m1any mann yann—the King removed his signet ring, which
he had taken away from Haman, and gave it to Mordechai.
Because Yisrael had returned to HKB”H’s good graces by
performing teshuvah, the King of the Universe returned the
power of the letter “samech” to Mordechai the tzaddik. With
it, he extended HKB"H’s salvation and support to Yisrael, in
keeping with the passuk: "m¥amun ba% i 10",
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Moshe Rabeinu Influenced the 48 Neviim and 7
Nevios with His Power of Prophecy

Following this glorious path, we will elaborate on the sacred
remarks of the Chasam Sofer, zy”a. Why did HKB”H allude to
the 48 future neviim and the 7 future Nevios (that would arise
to prophesy for Yisrael) by having 48 beams and 7 branches
of the menorah in the Mishkan? Let us refer to the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 97b): ,pbxaz mamen Pty YRAw? GR NIR YR =9
NOR 1IN PR 2100 PUIY PR BN, DWW 939 1Y 98K L 1T9RA PR INY ORY
179TIRY N3IwN PRI TR Jas mwp e on 1Y Thayn nrapn
avm Rabbi Eliezer says: If Yisrael perform teshuvah, they
will be redeemed; if not, they will not be redeemed. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to him: If they do not perform teshuvah, they
will not be redeemed?! Rather, HKB”H will subject them to
a king whose decrees are as harsh as those of Haman; thus,
Yisrael will perform teshuvah, and He will return them
to the right path. The message is clear! If Yisrael had been
meritorious and heeded the rebukes of the 48 prophets and 7
prophetesses, there would have been no need to subject them
to the wickedness of Haman. However, since they did not heed
the words of the neviim and neviot, HKB”H subjected them to
the likes of Haman, and they mended their ways.

Now, let us introduce another basic principle of emunah:
All of the prophecies of the neviim were already transmitted
to Moshe at Sinai. As it is written (Shemos 24, 12): & "1 "nax”
WK IR TN 1ART NS AR Y ManRT oW e e R by nen
"an11y snans>—Hashem said to Moshe, “Ascend to Me, to the
mountain, and be there, and I shall give you the “luchos” of
stone and the Torah, and the mitzvah that I have written to
instruct them.” They expounded on this passuk in the Gemara
(Berachos 5a): ,mawn 11 mignm, Rapn 11 1910, 01721 nawy R i
mwny 1ne oY thavn ,RNna 1 any ,2731ns1 2R3 19K TNanD W
mpon—“luchos” refers to the “Aseres HaDibros; “Torah”
refers to the written law (the Chumash); “the mitzvah” refers
to the Mishnah; “that I have written” refers to the Neviim
and Ketuvim; “to guide them” refers to the Gemara. This
teaches us that they were all transmitted to Moshe at Sinai.
This implies that all of the prophecies of the 48 neviim and 7
Nevios were also transmitted to Moshe at Sinai.

This is even more evident from the words of the Midrash
(Devarim Rabbah 3, 9). It refers to Moshe as the “father of
all the neviim.” Let us explain. A father influences all of his
future offspring; without him, none of them would ever be born.
Even after their births, he provides for them and raises them.
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In similar fashion, Moshe Rabeinu was the holy conduit that
nurtured all future neviim with his power of prophecy. In Ohel
Yaakov (Tetzaveh), the Maggid of Dubno, ztz"l, explains why
Moshe Rabeinu qualifies as the “father of all the neviim”:

The prophecy of Moshe, a”h, encompassed everything
that the neviim prophesied—even that which an
established scholar was destined to propose; because
he was their father. From the holy spark of his supreme
prophecy, prophecy extended to all of the other neviim. In
the words of the Mechilta, from the moment Yisrael stood
on Har Sinai, they merited having neviim arise for them.
Thus, they said (B.B. 75a): “The face of Moshe was like the
face of the sun.” Just like the illumination of the moon and
stars comes to them from the direct illumination of the
sun; so, too, was Moshe with regards to the nevuah of all
the other neviim.

The Mishkan Transmits to All Future Generations
the Admonitions of the 48 Neviim and 7 Neviot

We now have cause to rejoice; we have successfully shed
some light on the sacred remarks of the Chasam Sofer regarding
the significance of the 48 beams and 7 branches of the menorah
in the Mishkan.
Mishkan, and everything related to the Mishkan is associated

As we know, Moshe Rabeinu erected the

with him. As we learned above, this is why our enemies never
gained access or control of the Mishkan; it was stored in a safe,
clandestine place just as Moshe himself was. The Torah attests
to the latter in the following passuk (Devarim 34, 6): wx y=12 RY1"
"mr 1Y 1nap nk—and no man is aware of his burial place
to this very day.

Therefore, seeing as he was the head and foremost of all the
neviim, HKB”H alluded to the 48 neviim and 7 Nevios in the
Mishkan, and He rested in Shechinah there, as it is written in
our parsha: “They shall make Me a Sanctuary, so that I may
dwell among them.” After all, the ultimate purpose of the
Mishkan was for all sinners to bring a korban and be inspired
to perform teshuvah. This was accomplished due to the mercy
and kindness emanating from the 48 neviim and 7 neviot, who
were nurtured by Moshe Rabeinu, the preeminent navi, who
had already received all of their prophecies on Har Sinai.

We can now begin to appreciate the elucidation in the Sifre:
“They shall make Me (%) a Sanctuary, so that I may dwell
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among them.” Whenever the Torah employs the term %, it
infers that it will exist forevermore. We presented a similar
elucidation in the Gemara concerning the beams of the Mishkan:
“You shall make the beams of the Mishkan of shittim wood,
standing erect” . . . the Torah teaches us that they remain
standing for all eternity. With these elucidations, our blessed
sages taught us that the kedushah of the Mishkan—that
included structures symbolizing the 48 neviim and 7 neviot—
exists forever, even in galus.

We can add a tantalizing idea based on the passuk related
to Moshe Rabeinu’s passing (ibid. 5): yaxa 'nn 72y nwn ow nnn”
"a1ya n22 Y1a NI PR A8 1IN 1121, e by axm—and Moshe,
servant of Hashem, died there, in the land of Moav, by the
mouth of Hashem. He buried him in the gorge, in the land of
Moav, opposite Beis Peor. The Gemara explains (Sotah 14a):
"apa wyn By 185 15 ,71pa na YER nwn ap: mm aan”’—why was
Moshe buried near Beis Peor? To atone for the incident of
Peor. Tosafos comment: According to a Midrash Aggadah:
Annually, at the time that Yisrael sinned with the daughters
of Moav, at that precise time, Beis Peor ascends heavenward
to prosecute and mention the iniquity. Yet, when it sees
Moshe’s grave, it retreats and sinks back down. For, Moshe
Rabeinu sank it into the ground up to its nose. So, every
time it ascends, it retreats and is sunk down to the point
that Moshe Rabeinu sank it.

This clearly attests to the tremendous power of Moshe
Rabeinu. Even after his death, he is able to affect us with his
kedushah from the place he is secretly buried. The same is
true of the Mishkan, Moshe’s handiwork; although it is hidden
somewhere, it exists and exerts its influence forever and ever,
even in galus. It inspires us to perform teshuvah by heeding
the admonitions of the 48 neviim and 7 Nevios in lieu of
waiting, chas v’shalom, for HKB”H to subject us to a wicked
despot like Haman.

Amalek Caused Yisrael to Accept
the Torah by Coercion

Now, we know that the command to build the Mishkan was
to provide atonement for the “cheit ha’eigel” We learn this
from the passuk (Shemos 38, 21): "n11ys 1swn 12wnn *1pa YR —
these are the accountings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of
Testimony. In his commentary on this passuk, Rashi explains:
The Mishkan was testimony for Yisrael that HKB”H
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overlooked for them the incident of the “eigel”; seeing as He
rested His Shechinah among them (in the Mishkan). So, how
does this accord with the teaching of the Chasam Sofer under
discussion—that the 48 beams in the Mishkan represented the
48 neviim, and the seven branches of the menorah represented
the 7 nevios?

We will endeavor to explain the matter based on an
elucidation in the Gemara (Shabbas 88a) related to Matan
Torah (Shemos 19, 17): Rnar 22 "1227aK °37 90K 1710 NANN3 1380007
279371 BN BR BT AR 07030 9 AR BTy R7apn nasw thavn Nor s
RYTI INDR 3PP° 73 RANR 737 710K .DONT13P KN QW IRY BRT 31010 19100
1279 297, WINTWAR M3 119aP 17T 1 78 BY AR K27 10K .RAIRY 10
Jman 2vpw mm mep pennen 2 “They stood at the foot of
the mountain.” Rav Avdimi bar Chama bar Chasa said: This
teaches that HKB”H forcefully held the mountain over them
like a barrel, and He said to them: “If you accept the Torabh,
fine; if not, your burial will be there!” Rav Acha bar Yaakov
said: From here stem strong grounds for a notification
of coercion regarding the acceptance of the Torah. [Rashi
explains: If they are legally accused of not having fulfilled
what they had accepted upon themselves, they can claim that
they accepted it under duress.] Rava said: Nevertheless,
they accepted it during the times of Achashverosh, as it is
written (Esther 9, 27): “The Jews fulfilled and accepted”—
they fulfilled that which they had already accepted.

Why did Yisrael accept the Torah willingly and lovingly after
the miracle of Purim, whereas they failed to do so at Matan
Torah? The Sefas Emes (Purim 5645, 5654) provides us with
a wonderful explanation. At Matan Torah, Yisrael had been
poisoned by their earlier encounter with Amalek. The Purim
miracle, however, resulted in the hanging of Haman and his
sons and a decisive victory over the descendants of Amalek. By
eradicating the presence of Amalek, they effectively expunged
its poisonous influence and were able to accept the Torah
willingly and lovingly.

It appears that this wonderful explanation agrees with what
the Sefas Emes explains in parshas Yisro (5635). He attributes
the “cheit ha'eigel,” to the poisonous venom Amalek injected
into Yisrael during their skirmish. He writes: Without a doubt,
all of the wrongdoings that were done subsequently with
the “eigel,” everything happened on account of the wicked
Amalek. May his name be blotted out! Elsewhere, he writes
(Purim 5636): The truth is that the entire “cheit ha'eigel” is
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attributable to the wicked Amalek, who confused us prior
to receiving the Torah and injected venom and the leaven in
the dough (the yetzer hara).

Upon careful scrutiny, we see that the two explanations of
the Sefas Emes go hand in hand beautifully. The venom that
Amalek infected Yisrael with caused them not to accept the
Torah willingly and lovingly at Matan Torah. Asa consequence,
they fell prey to the “Erev Rav,” who made the “eigel” Thus,
the klipah of Amalek—that was responsible for Yisrael’s
reticence and restraint at Matan Torah—is what causes every
generation of Yisrael to turn a deaf ear to the rebukes of the
48 neviim and 7 nevios.

It is now quite clear why HKB”H commanded us to build
the Mishkan to atone for the “cheit ha'eigel” As explained,
the “cheit ha'eigel” was attributable to the poisonous
venom Amalek introduced into Yisrael. As a remedy, HKB"H
commanded them to build a Mishkan with 48 beams and a
menorah with 7 branches. These symbolic structures were
designed to extend the kedushah of the Mishkan to Yisrael

via the 48 neviim and 7 neviot, inspiring them to heed their
rebukes voluntarily, without coercion.

At this point, we can comprehend the rationale for Chazal’s
institution to read parshas Zachor prior to the reading of
Megillas Esther on Purim. Parshas Zachor urges us: nx =1s1”
"ErI¥nn EOARES 77172 PYny 1Y twy 1wk, We are being admonished
to remember the tragic consequences of the encounter with
Amalek prior to Matan Torah; they infected Yisrael with a venom
that made it necessary for HKB”H to coerce them to accept the
Torah and ultimately caused the regrettable “cheit ha’eigel”
So, not only are we commanded to remember, but we are
commanded (Devarim 25, 19): "m»awn nrnn phny 151 nX anan'—
you shall eradicate the memory of Amalek from beneath
the heaven — you shall not forget!” So, as we explained at the
beginning of this essay, it was due to the reading of this mitzvah
that Yisrael merited fulfilling the mitzvah of “mechias Amalek”
on Purim by bringing about the downfall of Haman and his
sons. As aresult, they finally accepted and fulfilled the precepts
of the Torah willingly and lovingly. Thus, they made amends for
initially having to be coerced to receive the Torah.

Family Madeb for the
Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandchildren

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

fter Hashem gave the instructions to build a Mishkan,

the Torah says, V’chein Ta’asu, so shall you do. Rashi

explains it to mean an ongoing Mitzvah to replace any
Keili which is lost or destroyed.

The Malbim explains it as follows: Shekol Echod Yivneh Lo
Mikdash B’Chadrei Libo, each person should build a Mishkan
inside his heart.The analogy of a person being his own Mishkan
is found in numerous places.The most commonly read one is
Mizmor Shir Chanukas Habayis, explained by many Meforshim
to refer to the Bais Hamikdash within each person, since there
is no reference to anything other than personal growth in that
entire Perek of Tehillim.

But, what does it mean to build a Bais Hamikdash in one’s
heart? | believe the message is a foundational one and is
required to properly fulfill Ratzon Hashem.

Most people see their goal in life to fix what exists but is
broken and to create what is yet missing in the world. While
some think of it in terms of business or community service,
many think of it in terms of Avodas Hashem.They want to make
the world better and that is important. But, their perspective
is wrong.

They are thinking outwards when they must fix the world
by fixing themselves. If they create humility in their mind, the
world will be humbled, even if only in a small way. If they act
with Shalom, so will those around them. This concept can be
applied as a specific technique, a broad approach, and a moral
obligation.

A person can’t scream at a child to not be angry. Besides
the irony of it, it is morally wrong and ineffective. People are
supposed to change the world by changing themselves. If they
dramatically change, their effect will expand and more people
will learn both by example, and through the Siyata Dishmaya
he creates to act the same.

That is the instruction that each person should be a Bais
Hamikdash. Each person should be a source of Kedusha and
Avodas Hashem so that, just as with the light of the Bais
Hamikdash, his existence will spread Kedusha to the entire
world. And for those that don’t think in terms of Kedusha,
each person should be an example of a stable, balanced, fair,
and sensitive person. Becoming such a person will “catch” on
to others and we will become the safe oasis that people need
and will gain from just as the Bais Hamikdash was for Klal
Yisroel.

Becoming a Thinker

would like to introduce this article's message with an
I analogy from addictions. | often explain to parents that

there’s a significant difference between being addicted to
a specific, but fleeting interest, such as computers, and having
an addictive personality which requires, at every stage of life,
something to be addicted to. (If parents would believe me,
they would be much calmer and do a better job weaning
their children off their addictive gaming and social networking
habits.)

Being addicted to a specific behavior is a challenge but not
a lifetime one. | have seen many teenagers and young adults
spend their entire day gaming or scrolling on a computer for
months until they found the perfect job or some other life
mission. As soon as they found something which made them
feel accomplished, they easily transitioned into a normal
schedule and kept it. They were demonstrating an addictive
behavior but not an addictive personality.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

This is in contrast to someone with an addictive personality.
When he becomes bored from computers, he has a strong
urge to latch on to something else to obsess about, and
then, something else after that. The specific behavior is
only a manifestation of something much bigger, an addictive
personality. They may get over gaming but then they will
become obsessed with something else. Whatever they do,
they will do with an obsession and ignore whatever other
responsibilities they have.

| know several people with addictive personalities and their
lifetime challenge becomes evident in every nuance, even
when they are not struggling with a specific addictive behavior.
They are still in need of constant stimuli, behave manipulatively
to others, and are always trying to sell someone on a concept
or item.

This analogy comes to mind to describe a positive trait found
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in many people. Addictive behaviors don’t necessarily mean
that a person has an addictive personality. It is also true that
some positive behaviors don’t necessarily translate into a
person being as good as the single behavior may hint to. The
behavior may be nothing more than a fleeting interest.As soon
as we become interested in something else, our obsessive
drive to do what is right is forgotten.

| know some people who act generously but are not generous
people. | know others who act responsibly in a limited area
of their lives but are not responsible overall. Their actions
are limited to the one or two areas of interest. They are, only
sometimes, great parents. This is the reason we find many
people who, in public, seem to be great people and their
families describe them differently beyond imagination.

Some people only have fleeting moments of extraordinary
goodness, while others people live their entire life excelling.
Still, their behaviors don’t translate into being defined by their
actions, not because they don’t mean well but because of
another reason.

| have a friend who has undertaken
to help his community. He acts like a
person who is “addicted” to helping
others since he is always trying to make
the community better. But, he isn’t
thinking like an “addictive” person. He
goes about his community work as
if he isn’t a community person.

How does a community-minded person
think? He realizes the need to be
constantly patient. He adopts practical
expectations by expecting no support
from others, nothing in return, and
little appreciation. He also acts with humility throughout the
process. He then, consistently, year after year, continues to
serve those who may not appreciate, or even notice, what
he has done for them. Finally, if he were “addicted” to helping
others, he would apply those traits in all areas of his life even
when he was speaking to the gas station attendant.

This same concept applies to those who learn a lot of Torah.
Do they learn when on vacation? Do they keep trying to “sell
it” to others? The addict does. People who are addicted to
good things should be just as “contagious’. The lack of
spreading it to others by the sheer energy from inside of him
may be a sign that he only has an addictive behavior but not
an addictive personality. | am not saying that he is not a good
person, but he can up his game even further.

My message is that many of those that are looking to grow
focus their efforts on improving their behaviors and not
enough, if at all, on the way that they think. They are unaware
that changing their behavior without changing their
thoughts is limited in scope and sustainability. But

"Fea]ale who Are
addicted to qood
things should be Just

As 'cantmgiaus L

changing their thoughts makes it unnecessary to
change their behavior.

Some people don’t change the way they think because they
can’t imagine themselves as fitting the role. Many have told
me that they don’t think they can be a good father or mother.
What they are unaware of is that their "verbal protest”
increases their resistance to grow. They have created a self-
fulfilling prophecy.

Refusing to grow into the part causes them to feel inadequate,
limiting their potential success. It is common that the person
will eventually “burn out” as the result of living a contradictory
life. He is living like one person while thinking like
another. There is only so long that this can sustain itself.

Just as having an addictive personality without acting on it

still makes for an unhealthy person always at risk of “falling”,

the inverse is also true. A person who has no time to offer

community assistance but sincerely thinks like one will offer

more help than others. We should appreciate that the
correct perspective already makes
us better people.

This message has a practical application
in people’s daily lives.We try to succeed
as parents, businessmen, even as friends,
without trying to think like them.
Instead, we should learn what the role
requires.

It is not easy to think like a parent.
Parenting, for example, requires
patience. Some people can’t imagine
mustering the necessary patience to
be a successful parent and they are not
wrong about the amount of patience required. How can they
be expected to think like a parent?

Despite the need to be honest with oneself, the first step
is believing in the importance of the role, then, “through no
choice”, accepting the role. Finally, they should try to mimic
the role, even if only so that over the years, they will grow into
the part. Believing in oneself and in the role will accelerate a
person's growth and it should be of little concern whether
they will become the perfect parent.

All people need to do is to become addicted to the need to
be a great parent and, eventually, they will do a great job. The
adrenaline will help them find solutions, tools, and
even patience in places they never thought they would
find anything.
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A Study of Shabbos #21
“"Beginnings” With Chochmah - Betzalel, Part 3
By David Gurwitz

It is my honor and pleasure to present
some thoughts of my friend and
chavrusah, Rahmiel Hayyim Drizin of
Chicago. I have been zocheh to receive
daily email teachings via email from him
since 2008.

He is a prolific author and thinker who has
written six seforim on Chanukah, six
seforim on Sefiras Ha’'omer, and four
seforim on Shovavim, and has translated,
with a commentary, the entire Zohar
selections on Chok Yisroel and Chumash
Habahir. He has also authored seforim
called Sukkos and Hospitality, Tikkuney
HaShabbos, and Sefer Eitz Chayim Hee for
Tu B'Shevat, and has several free e-books
at http://www.ish-tam.com/rav_drizin/.

Here are some of his words regarding the
posuk that we have been studying which
we say before Shabbos from Tehillim 106:
"Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu
chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him
note these things and they will understand
the kindnesses of Hashem.” At that point,
after a long week, it is difficult to spend
the time to “note” and understand.
Therefore, I am undertaking to explore
certain aspects of that posuk as they
appear to me from Hashem'’s kind Hand.

Rahmiel Hayyim writes: “There is a
wondrous Zohar we learned in the class I
teach at seminary in Skokie that you may
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wish to share with your readers concerning
your theme of chochmah:

"“These are the accounts of the Mishkan
Ha’eidus as they were counted, according to
the commandment of Moshe’ (Shemos
38:21). Rebbi Shimon opened the
discussion with the verse: ‘In the beginning,
G-d created the heaven and the earth’
(Bereishis 1:1).

“This was already explained and expounded
upon in different manners, yet Hakadosh
Boruch Hu created the lower world
resembling the higher one, so this world will
be shaped like the higher world. And all the
special colors of above were installed below
to join and unite world to world. And
when Hakadosh Boruch Hu wanted to create
the world, He looked at the Torah and then
created it. And He looked upon the Holy
Name, which comprises the Torah, and gave
existence to the world. The world was
created by three sides: chochmah, tevunah
and daas. By chochmah, as it is written,
‘Hashem by chochmah founded the earth’
(Mishlei 3:19); by tevunah, as it is written,
‘By understanding (tevunah) He established
the heavens’; and by daas, as it is written,
‘By His knowledge (daas), the depths were
broken up' (3:20). So all contribute to the
existence of the world, and by these three,
the Mishkon was built, as it is written, 'And I
have filled him with the spirit of G-d in
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chochmah, and in understanding, and in
knowledge' (Shemos 31:3).

“All these three were alluded to in this
verse: ‘In the beginning’ corresponds to 'in
chochmah.' 'G-d created’ corresponds to
tevunah. ‘The heaven’ is, as written, ‘and in
knowledge.” And all are mentioned in the
building of the Mishkon. In this secret it is
written, 'And these are the accounts of the
Mishkon,’ for this is the secret of chochmah.
‘The Mishkan Ha’eidus” is the secret of
tevunah. ‘According to the commandment of
Moshe’ is the secret of daas... Everything
that Hakadosh Boruch Hu created in this
world He created as the reflection of above.
All this is shown in the building of the
Mishkon.

“You have previously shared with us the
Onkelos described by the Zohar: ‘Bereishis
- in the beginning’ corresponds to
chochmah. So the whole creation process
we find in the Torah is ‘in chochmah.’

“Similarly, as suggested by the Zohar, the
Pekudei haMishkon accounts also relate to
chochmah. This means that what is above is
below. The building of the Mishkon
paralleled the six days of binyan, the
building of the universe.

“But wait. Haven't you, Dovid, been
teaching of the relationship between
chochmah and Shabbos? Doesn't Shabbos
preclude ‘accounting’ or calculation for a
weekday matter, such as the 39 types of
melachah (constructive work) done in the
Mishkon?"

“Not necessarily. For the purposes of charity
or for doing a mitzvah, one is permitted to
make calculations (orally). In general, one
may not speak about calculation of the price
of something for which one has not yet
paid. Nonetheless, a G-d-fearing person
would refrain from speaking about
calculations for no purpose (Shulchan Aruch
307:6, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 90:4, Yalkut
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Yosef, Shabbos, vol. 2, 180-1, and Mishnah
Brurah 307:27).

“But this prohibition does not relate to
accounting or calculations in thought, the
realm of chochmah. ‘In the beginning,” our
Zohar says, relates to ‘in chochmah,’ which
exists in machshavah, thought, which
shares the same three-letter root as
cheshbon, accounting.

“Just as on Shabbos, we are to do teshuvah
- both sharing same three letters - so,
too, on Shabbos, we should make a
cheshbon, accounting, of where we stand,
preparing for the world to be recreated, as
it were, weekly, with the beginning of our
week after Havdolah.

"Hashem told us that if we build a Mishkon,
He will dwell besocham, amongst us, not
necessarily in it. We are the architects and
the builders of the Mishkon in our hearts,
the ones responsible for opening up to the
luminous light of the One.

"Shabbos is the pause that refreshes, when
we have the rest to actualize chochmah, in
thought, doing accountings of our own
personal Mishkon, and figuring out what
needs to be done in the week to come.”

It is a brochah to have such special friends
and teachers as Rahmiel. He gives new
meaning to the spiritual equivalent of the
often used expression in sports “to go
deep”! Anyone interested in getting on his
email list should contact me. Be prepared to
go deep.

To be continued...David
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They shall make an Ark of atzei shittim, acacia wood, two and a half
cubits its length; a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half
its height. (25:10)

Chazal (Talmud Yoma 21a) teach that one of the miracles
which occurred in the Bais HaMikdash was Aron einah min
ha’middah, the place of the Aron HaKodesh, Ark, was not included in
the measurement of the Kodesh HaKedoshim, Holy of Holies. Based
on the measurement, the Ark should not have fit inside the room.
The Kodesh HaKodoshim measured twenty cubits by twenty cubits,
and a Braissa states that a space of ten cubits was on either side of
the Aron. Thus, only through a miracle did the Aron fit in the Kodesh
HaKodoshim. Obviously, how this occurred is beyond the grasp of
our mortal minds, but that it did occur is all that matters. Clearly,
this miracle presents profound symbolism and a significant lesson
for us.

Four levels of hashroas ha’Shechinah, resting of the Divine
Presence, occurred within the environs of Eretz Yisrael. Horav
Eliyahu Baruch Finkel, zl, observes that, concerning all four, the
parameters of space miraculously did not exist. First (and the highest
level) was the Kodesh HaKedoshim, with the Aron HaKodesh’s
measurements not being included in its internal measurements — as
if it were there, but not there — since it took up no space. Next was
the Azaray, Temple Courtyard. During the Shalosh Regalim, Three
Festivals, when the People ascended to Yerushalayim for the
pilgrimage, they stood crowded (in the Temple Courtyard) but, when
they bowed, they had sufficient space, such that no one was too
close to his fellow (in order that no one would hear the confession of
another). The miracle of space in Yerushalayim was manifest by
everyone obtaining a place of hospitality in the Holy City. Jews came
from all over; yet, they each had place to sleep. Eretz Yisrael is
quoted in the Talmud (Gittin 57a). In Eretz Yisrael on Har HaMelech,
King’s Mountain, 600,000 cities sat, each containing a population
paralleling the number of Jews that left Egypt. Three of those cities
had a population double of those who left Egypt. The space of the
Har Hamelech was far from able to absorb so many cities with so
many people. When a certain heretic asked Rabbi Chanina why he
had exaggerated the numbers, his response was, “Eretz Yisrael is
called Eretz HaTzvi, Land of the Deer. Just as the skin of the deer
cannot hold its flesh (for, after the deer is skinned, its hide shrinks),
so, too, when Eretz Yisrael is settled, it expands; when it is not
settled, it contracts.”

In any event, we observe that space miraculously does not
play a role concerning hashroas haShechinah. Why? Rav Elya Baruch
explains that while the Mishkan and Bais HaMikdash are physical
edifices, they are infused with a spiritual dimension due to the fact
that Hashem rests within them. Indeed, we can posit that these
structures serve as the link which connects the physical world to the
spiritual. In the spiritual dimension, no limitation of space exists. It
transcends space. Thus, we may say that when the two connect, the
spiritual sphere overwhelms the physical in such a manner that
physicality no longer plays a role. Therefore, the Aron HaKodesh,
which is the central point and focus of the Mishkan/Bais HaMikdash,

the place where Hashem rests His Divine Presence, is not bound by
physical parameters. It transcends them.

Having said this, we suggest that the more one is able to
focus and connect with spirituality, the less he is constrained by
physical limitations. This is why a holy person can experience
extreme pain, yet neither feel it nor be encumbered by it. One can
face the greatest adversity if his mind is focused on the spiritual.
Horav Elazar M. Shach, zl, endured painful leg surgery without
general anesthesia, because it would cloud his mind. His students
held his leg down as the surgeon operated. Rav Shach, clearly in
pain, never once emitted a cry of pain. His mind was on the Torah.
He was transported to the world of the spirit, in another realm,
where physical pain was non-existent.

Horav Yisrael Taub, zl, the Modziter Rebbe, composed his
famous Ezkerah, a searing melody, during the surgical amputation of
his leg, which he was compelled to undergo without anaesthetic (his
heart could not tolerate the anaesthetic — it was 1913). The lengthy
and intricate melody, expresses the profound agony he experienced
viewing the thriving metropolis of pre-World War | Berlin, while
simultaneously remembering the wretched state of Yerushalayim (at
that time). For ModZziter Chassidus, music is not merely an ancillary
to worship; rather, it is the very essence of spirituality and the
primary avenue for achieving true avodah she’b’lev, service of the
heart. Indeed, Rav Yisrael was wont to say, “The world sees heichal
ha’neginah, celestial sphere of melody, as being adjacent to the
heichal ha’teshuvah, celestial sphere of repentance. | see the heichal
ha’neginah as standing even higher than the heichal ha’teshuvah.
Through song, we are able to captivate one’s heart and reach it, and,
through the music, bring him back to Jewish observance. Music is
like a switch that turns on the light that illuminates his soul.”

We all know simple Jews, some who were even distant
from Jewish observance, who have been able to transcend pain and
fear by connecting — even on an elementary and modest level —to a
spiritual entity. An elderly Russian patient in a west coast hospital,
who had many years earlier been observant, was asked by the
hospital’s chaplain if he would like to touch a Torah scroll. This man
was gravely ill, his morale sagging lower and lower, as the pain of his
illness and the awareness of the inevitable were obviating any sense
of joy. Yet, he wanted to touch the scroll. He requested water to
wash his hands, then recited a blessing and touched the Torah. He
asked if he could hold it — he did — and then wept and smiled
simultaneously. From that day on, he was transformed into a
different realm, a world where pain and fear did not exist.

The chaplain took note of this amazing metamorphosis and
had a small sefer Torah commissioned, so that he could take it with
him on his visits with patients who were feeling discouraged and
depressed. As one patient encapsulated the effect on him, “I have
not seen one of ‘these’ in such a long time. | have felt so separated
from my family and from my people. Now, all of a sudden, | feel
connected again. | am prepared to face whatever the future holds
for me.”

Patients who were nearing their final hours of life have
found strength and spiritual healing in holding the Torah. A grandson
remarked shortly after his elderly grandfather’s passing, “In these
past months, my grandfather lost much of his faculties and
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memories, but one thing he never lost was his connection to Torah.”
Connecting with the spirit allows us to “lift up” from this physical
world.

'['7 NN MWWNR NTYA DN INT bR NN ... DWW YRY TN DR
They shall make an Ark of atzei Shittim (Acacia wood)... You shall
place in the Ark the Testimonial tablets that I shall give you.
(25:10,16)

The Aron HaKodesh was the receptacle that contained
within it the first Luchos HaBris — which Moshe Rabbeinu broke as a
result of the cheit ha’eigel, sin of the Golden Calf — and the second
Luchos. Chazal (Berachos 8b) compare a talmid chacham, Torah
scholar, who, due to no fault of his own has forgotten his learning to
the Shivrei Luchos, Broken Luchos. As we are instructed to place the
Broken Luchos respectfully beside the Luchos Shniim, Second Luchos,
so, too, are we commanded to respect the elderly Jew whose Torah
erudition is sadly now a matter of history. One may think that the
scholar’s distinction is his Torah knowledge, and, once this Torah
knowledge is no longer extant, the scholar is no longer a scholar, and
he is no longer deserving the respect that was once accorded to him.
We see from the Shivrei Luchos that this is untrue. As the Shivrei
Luchos (which once were special) are placed in the Aron, likewise,
the talmid chacham, who “once was,” is to be respected.

The metaphor of the “broken” next to the “whole” has
been the topic of much commentary. The Kotzker Rebbe, zl, was
wont to say, “There is nothing as whole as a broken heart.” This
lends us much insight into the true meaning and value of
brokenness. One who is presently broken, but was for the majority
of his life whole, is actually transitioning from one form of “whole”
to another (perhaps more poignant) form of “whole.” The Luchos
without the Divinely-engraved lettering (which flew off) reverted to
stone; the talmid chacham whose Torah knowledge has left him is a
mere man without the spiritual accoutrements and benefits that
Torah knowledge affords a person. The Aron HaKodesh did not
contain a set of “whole” Luchos and particles of the broken Luchos,
but actually had two “whole” Luchos — one represented whole in the
physical sense; the other represented the wholeness of a broken
heart. For the Jew who confronts life amid adversity, his hope and
trust enable him to cement the broken shards and make them whole
again.

| think there is another connection that exists between the
Shivrei Luchos and the talmid chacham who has forgotten his Torah.
They both impart a similar message. When Moshe descended the
mountain and saw the moral profligacy that had bewitched the
nation, the perverse revelry which showed their delight in sinning
against Hashem, he made a judgment call to break the Luchos. A
Golden Calf and Luchos do not mix. Torah must remain pristine. It
cannot collaborate in any way with anything that undermines Torah
values. Torah neither brooks compromise, nor does it need
embellishment. It is free-standing and requires neither assistance
nor support. One who is devoted to Torah does not dance around a
Golden Calf. Moshe made a major leadership decision which
Hashem ratified. The Almighty thanked Moshe for his decision, and
it became his epitaph as the closing words (I’einei kol Yisrael, “before
the eyes of all Yisrael”) of the Torah. The Shivrei Luchos represent a
solemn, awe-inspiring Kiddush Hashem, sanctification of Hashem'’s
Name, a lesson for future generations: The Torah does not
negotiate. It must remain pristine, untouched, pure.

The talmid chacham whose learning is no longer a part of
him represents a person who has devoted his life wholly to Torah. He
neither sought nor cared for material benefit and physical diversion.
He gave it all up in order to devote his life to the study of Torah and
dissemination of Torah. Now, he is old, shattered by the ravages of
time and ill health. His Torah is no longer a part of him, as the words

of the Luchos were no longer a part of the Luchos. They both attest
to the verity of Torah without embellishment, Torah without
compromise. People might harshly view the talmid chacham in his
present state as a sad relic. The Torah views him as a mekadesh
Shem Shomayim. This is why he is compared with the Shivrei Luchos
and accorded the same respect, because, after all, he has earned it.
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You shall make two Cherubim... from both ends of the Kapores...The

Cherubim shall be with wings spread upward... with their faces
toward one another. (25:18,20)

The Baal HaTurim writes: Keruvim — Kravya, like young
children. He cites the pasuk, Ki naar yoraei v’ohaveihu; “When
Yisrael was a lad | loved him” (Hoshea 11:1). The purpose of the
Mishkan is to draw and continue hashroas haShechinah, the Divine
Presence, into the earthly sphere (thus, bringing sanctity and deeper
spirituality into our midst). The primary place where the Shechinah
reposed was between the Keruvim, whose facial features were that
of young children. The Keruvim aroused Klal Yisrael’s attribute of
naarus, an exciting, exuberant and passionate drive to serve Hashem
and observe His mitzvos. This is the merit by which we warrant
Hashem’s repose within our midst.

In his commentary to Shemos 25:5, Vayishlach es naarei
Bnei Yisrael; “He sent the youths of Bnei Yisrael.” (Onkeles says this
refers to the Bechoros, Firstborn, who were charged with
slaughtering the Korbanos Shelamim.) Ramban defines naarei Bnei
Yisrael as the “young men who had not yet tasted sin, never having
approached a woman (never having any immoral thought or action)
for they are the mivcharim, choicest, among the people and the
holiest among them.” Thus, Ramban implies that the advantage of
youth is purity and sanctity, not yet having been tainted by sin.

The Talmud (Bava Kamma 92b) quotes Rava asking Rabba
bar Mari: “From where is this matter derived whereby people say,
‘When we were small, we were considered to be men; now that we
are old, we are considered to be children?’ Rabbi Mari answered
that it is written in the Torah (Shemos 13:21), that when Klal Yisrael
initially travelled in the wilderness, Hashem Himself guided them
with a Pillar of Cloud and a Pillar of Fire. The Almighty Himself
guarded the Nation. At the end, however, when the nation had
“aged” and become more distinguished, they were guarded and led
by an angel dispatched by Hashem. (The problem he posed was: It
appears that when we were young we were important; when we
aged, however, we lost our significance and were treated like
children.)

Obviously, the above dialogue in the Talmud requires
serious commentary. Horav Eliyahu Svei, zl, quotes Horav Mordechai
Pogremonsky, zl, who addresses Hashem’s initial guidance of Klal
Yisrael, then transfers it over to an angel. Should it not be the
opposite? Youth bespeaks strength and independence. Age evinces
infirmity and weakness. A nation that has aged and weakened
requires more significant assistance than one that is in the bloom of
youth. Rav Pogremonsky explains that age is a term applied to sin.
Rashi comments concerning the pasuk in Sefer Tehillim (71:9), Al
tashlicheini Ieis ziknah; “Do not cast me off in time of old age,” “If |
have aged with sin, do not reject me.”

When one is young, i.e., with little to no accumulated sin,
he has a greater ability to recognise and acknowledge Hashem via
the medium of what transpires in the world — especially in that
which occurs in the immediate proximity of his personal life. His
rationales and excuses, the cynicism that comes with aging, does not
hamper his ability to see with clarity. In other words, as we age, we
conjure all kinds of reasons for our errors of “omission or
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commission.” As we age, the blinders become larger and thicker,
obviating our ability to see lucidly and acknowledge Hashem.

This is what Rava lamented: When a person is young, pure
of sin, his vision of Hashem is clear and not myopic. When he ages, it
becomes stunted, imprudent and indulgent. He has a teretz, answer,
for everything, with cynicism abounding in his every word. When
Klal Yisrael left Egypt (when they were “young”), Hashem led them.
Once they sinned with the Golden Calf, they lost that special
closeness. They were now transferred to the care of an angel.
Naarus is thus defined as purity from sin, which engenders
Hashem'’s love for us.

The Alter, zl, m’Kelm quotes his Rebbe, Horav Yisrael
Salanter, zl, who posits that the advantage of naar, youth, is a
constant drive to learn, to amass more, greater and deeper
knowledge. Klal Yisrael, regardless of their erudition, seek to delve
deeper into the Torah, to swim in the sea of Ta/mud. They never
know enough; they never have enough. They always want more
Torah. This is the benefit of youth. [It is not reserved for youth.
Indeed, the greater one is, the more he has learned, the more he
realises and acknowledges that he has so much more to learn.
Youthfulness is an attitude which can and should be shared by young
and old alike.]

Rav Svei supplements this with his own caveat. A young
child views everything as “new.” Everything that he learns and
observes is new to him. This is the attitude of naar, youth:
excitement concerning everything that he learns. It is special; it is
precious; it is new! This emotion should permeate every aspect of
our service to Hashem. | remember a few months ago, when | finally
left the pandemic-generated isolation of my home to go to shul for
the first time, the excitement of davening with a minyan, of hearing
krias haTorah was overwhelming and palpable. Can | say the same
thing now? Hischadchus, newness; excitement, exuberance, spirited,
eager, etc. These are the words that should define our avodas
hakodesh.

Perhaps we may add another understanding of naar.
Hisnaari mei’afar, “shake off the dust” (Lecha Dodi). Young people
live lives that are unfettered by cynicism. Optimism reigns when one
is filled with youthful ardour; avoiding the scepticism and
misanthropic moods that often accompany someone who has been
blindsided by the vicissitudes of human life. Shake it off! Act! Ignore
the pessimists and naysayers. This is youth.

One gadol particularly exemplified the vitality of a youth —
despite his being beset with illness, old age and heavy emotional
baggage; it was the Ponovezher Rav, Horav Yosef Kahaneman, zl,
who can be credited with re-establishing Torah in Eretz Yisrael
following the destruction of the Torah centres of Europe. The
Tchebiner Rav, zl, said of him, “The Ponovezher Rav showed us what
Torah vitality is!” He had every reason to escape to Eretz Yisrael,
retire from public life and learn all day, but, as he himself said, “I
sacrificed the greatness of the ‘Ponevezher Gaon’ for the sake of the
Ponevezh Yeshivah.”

The Ponovezher Rav’s achievements are beyond incredible.
He demonstrated that a person is imbued with mighty willpower
and unlimited resources with which he can accomplish so much.
What prevents him from realising success? The perceived and
realistic obstacles and barriers that affect little people. One who
places his trust in Hashem, as did the Ponovezher Rav, can surmount
and overcome all challenges. Hashem will grant him success if he will
“shake off” the fetters that attempt to separate him from
achievement.

DART NYIWVT PN WK DY 200 10 170 Funbn 29RD o
They must be coupled together on the bottom, and they must also be
coupled together evenly on the top with one (square) ring. (26:24)

The Mishkan had two abutting wall planks, which ran from
east to west and from north to south, meeting at the corner of the
Mishkan. They are described as to’amim milmatah, coupled
together on the bottom. The words to’amim and teumim have the
same root, which means twins. Thus, although being two distinct
units, separated by the Adanim, silver sockets at the bottom (in
which pegs of the planks were placed), they fitted and
complemented one another. The tops of the planks had to be
tamim, matched up — completely, united by the tabaas, ring, that
passed over them.

Horav Shimon Schwab, zl (quoted in Rav Schwab on
Chumash), observes that the construction of the Mishkan serves as
(among other lessons) a metaphor for the building of the Jewish
marriage and, by extension, the Jewish home. A man and a woman
are two distinct individuals, with variant personalities, who share
common interests. Based upon their individual talents and strengths,
they will approach each specific endeavour differently. Twins are
born together, often have similar appearances, but maintain
different personalities and talents. Nonetheless, they have a unique
relationship unlike the average two siblings. Concerning the physical,
mundane aspects of marriage, the young couple are toamim
milmatah, coupled together on the bottom. Coupled is sufficient,
since, after all, they are different. On the other hand, concerning the
“top,” hashkafos, Jewish philosophical outlook, spiritual values, etc.,
a husband and wife must do more than merely complement one
another. They must be yachdav, completely united, unified as one,
like the kerashim which yachdav yiheyu toamim.

This accord (fusing of the minds) is created via the tabaas,
single ring, over both planks. The Rav says that this is the source for
the custom of using a ring as the medium of marriage, as opposed to
any other item of value (Tosfos Kiddushin 9A). (Perhaps this is why
we should maintain the custom of a single ring ceremony. Two rings
imply two hashkafos.) The Jewish home is referred to as a mikdash
me’at, a mini sanctuary. The wedding accentuates the similarities
between the sanctity of the Jewish marriage (a union of holiness,
hence, Kiddushin) and the kedushas, sanctity, of the Mishkan.

Va’ani Tefillah

avw o
Sim Shalom
Establish peace.

Requesting peace does not only mean that one does not
want to be involved in any form of strife. Indeed, the most essential
form of peace, the key to good fortune and enjoyment, is peace of
mind. One who is not at peace with himself is not at peace with
anyone. Without inner peace, one is unable to cope with the
realities and challenges of life. One who is positive about life can,
and will, roll with the punches, accepting adversity as it comes,
looking for the positive take on everything that occurs. In Sefer
Orchos Chaim I’Ha’Rosh (69), the Rosh teaches: “Want whatever
Hashem wants for you. Enjoy whatever you have, whether it be a
little or a lot.” Horav Mordechai, zIl, m’Lechovitz, says (quoted by
HoRav Avraham Chaim Feuer), “If things are not as you want them
to be, you should want them to be as they are.” In other words, if
one believes (and we all do) that Hashem controls, guides the world
with our lives included, then there is a good reason for what is
happening. Being depressed over it will not alter the results. Rather,
if we accept it as a G-d-mandated occurrence, with a sense of peace
of mind (not resignation) and positive acceptance that this is what
Hashem wants, then we achieve true harmony and satisfaction in
our lives.
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When You Give from Your Heart

25:2 “"7inpu xawr 2 YN AT
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“Speak to Bnei Yisroel and
let them take for Me a portion, from every
man whose heart motivates him you shall
take My portion.” — Being that the
beginning of the Posuk says, “aminn "7 inj”
— why does it need to repeat it at the end of
the Posuk, “mminn nx inpn”? Additionally,
why does the Posuk end with, “nmninn” —
“My Terumah,” instead of just using the
same Loshon as the beginning of the Posuk,
“annn?”

Being that the beginning of the
Posuk says, “nnnn "7 inp1” — why does it
need to repeat it at the end of the Posuk,
“mann nx Inpn”?  Additionally, why does
the Posuk end with, “mnnn” - “My
Terumah,” instead of just using the same
Loshon as the beginning of the Posuk,
“aminn?” There are times that a person can
give 10 Dinar to Tzedakah and Hakodosh
Boruch Hu can consider it as if he gave a
100 Dinar, due to the purity of his heart
when giving it, and because of the effect
that the money had.

There was a story with a wealthy
person who spent two hundred gold coins in
order to help a sick man who was deathly
ill. The sick man was healed, and his life
was saved due to the wealthy man giving
money for his healthcare. The wealthy man
had great Simcha that he was able to help
and save the life of a Yid, especially for the
sick man was a known Yarei Shomayim.
One night the wealthy man had a dream,
and he saw an elderly man with a face
glowing like the sun who had magnificent
ledgers in his hands. The wealthy man
asked the elderly man what is written in
the ledgers that he was holding. He
responded that in these ledgers were
written all of the Mitzvos performed by Klal
Yisroel. Each type of Mitzvah had an
exclusive ledger. The wealthy man asked to
see the ledger of the Mitzvah of Tzedakah
and Gemilas Chasodim. The elderly man
pulled out an extremely thick ledger and
gave it to him. The wealthy man asked why
this ledger was so thick, and he answered
that the ledger was divided based upon all
the different types of Gemilas Chasodim:
Bikkur Cholim, clothing the unclothed,
feeding the hungry, performing duties on
behalf of the Tzibur, supporters of Torah,
and helping the orphans - among the many
different sections in this ledger.

The wealthy man asked to see the
section of those who give Tzedakah on
behalf of sick people. He saw many names
written there, but had trouble finding his
own name there. The elderly man showed
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him his name, but the man was irritated.,
for above his name was the name of a man
who was very poor, yet this poor man’s
name was listed before his own. This could
not be, for he knew that man was
exceedingly poor and could not have given a
lot of money, yet he also knew that he could
not be mistaken for the ledger clearly
spelled out the man’s name and town, and
there was only one man with that name in
the town. He asked the elderly man — how
could it be that this poor man performed a
greater act of Chesed, when I gave so much
money to help this individual from certain
death due to his illness?

The man answered him that this
poor person knew of a person who had a
sickness within him, yet he outwardly
seemed fine, and was not aware of his
illness. The sick man went to the doctor,
and the doctor recognized his illness, and
told him that he must take a certain
medicine that very same day. The doctor
did not want to scare him, and did not tell
him directly that if he did not take the
medicine that same day, the disease would
spread and he would not recover. The
doctor did tell the poor man about the
urgency of the sick man taking the medicine
that same day. The sick man was unable to
purchase the medicine for it cost 10 silver
coins, but he only had 7. The poor man
knew about the situation and guaranteed
the 3 remaining coins so that the sick man
would be able to purchase the medicine.
The sick man purchased the medicine, took
it, and recovered — all thanks to the poor
man who gave the three coins.

The wealthy man was still
bewildered as to why this poor person, who
gave only three silver coins to save
someone’s life, was written in the ledger
before him, who gave 200 gold coins to save
someone’s life. The elderly man explained
to him that while it is true that he gave
much more, nonetheless, there are three
reasons that the other person’s act was
greater. 1 — You were very proud in your
heart that you gave such a large amount to
save the person, and you rejoiced in the
importance you were given due to your act.
2 — The sick man who was saved and his
entire family constantly praise you and
bless you for your meritorious act. 3 — You
received great honor from all who heard
about your virtuous act, and were looked
upon highly by others because of it.

Regarding the act of the poor man who gave
the three silver coins, it was not considered
to be a great act in the eyes of others. Even
from the sick person himself who was saved
by this poor man, for the sick man just
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thought that the poor man gave him 3 silver
coins so that he could obtain his medicine
that day, though if not for that, he would
have probably obtained his medicine
sometime in the future. He was not aware
that he would have died had the poor man
not assisted, and was therefore not overly
grateful to the poor man. Thus, the poor
man is written in the ledger before the
wealthy man. We see from this story the
concept that there are those who give 10
coins, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers
it as the person gave 100 coins. This means
that there are times one can give 10 coins
while Hakodosh Boruch Hu adds 90 to it, to
make it as if the person gave 100 coins.
“aninn "7 Inj71” — Hakodosh Boruch Hu says
— take for Me, “n% M1 WWK UR D NXN” —
and when you give from your heart — a
complete heart, then, “mmin nx inpn” — 1
will also count My Terumah, the 90 coins,
into your Terumah, so that it will be as if
you gave 100 coins. (n"mn n>12)

Why does the Posuk say, “1a%7 ma1”
— that his heart wants to give? There are
certain limbs which are n*7apn, they accept,
and they are not nann, they don’t give.
There are other limbs which are nann but
not 0*727n, and others which are both n'ann
and n'7ap. The heart is that which is |nn
but is not 7a. The Torah is stressing that
the one giving the Terumah should be a true
giver, without seeking to receive something
in return. (Pny' nIT7an)

First, we must know that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not need
anything from us. The money is His, as is
everything else that we have. The only
thing one can truly give to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu is his heart. Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is abundantly merciful, and He gives us
much reward for actions that we do with
His money. The giving of money to the
Mishkan was all about doing it L’shem
Shomayim. If one did not do it L’shem
Shomayim, then he missed the whole point
in the giving. This is not the same for one
who gives Tzedakah to the poor, for even if
he does not do so L’'shem Shomayim, he is
still accomplishing something and creating
a Tikun in the world when he gives money
to a poor or destitute person. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu knows exactly what is in our
hearts and we will be rewarded based on
what is in our hearts. We must seek to truly
give our hearts to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as
He seeks to give us much reward for it. We
must want to do more than just a create a
Tikun by giving money to the poor and
needy, but we must do so for the sake of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. May we be Zoche to
not just give money, but to give our hearts.
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This week we read Parshas Zachor,
the commandment to remember what
Amalek did to us when we left Egypt,
and to eradicate them from the planet
when the time comes.
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535 -
846 -
9226 -
10:31-
537 -

It is a biblical commandment to recall
this and it must be heard or read at
least once a year lest we forget.

What did Amalek do? They attacked
the Jewish People and killed the weak
and stragglers. They did not do this
for any typical reason for going to war
such as to protect their own land or
to conquer more. Amalek attacked us
solely to show the world that the Jews
were no different than anyone else.
They didn’'t want any nation to think
we were holy and special, least of all
us. Chazal compare them to someone
who jumped into a hot bath. Though
he got scalded, he cooled it off for
everyone else.

We were coming from the miracles of
Egypt and the high of drawing closer
to Hashem through His Torah. We
were on an upward trajectory and this
was untenable for them. They needed
to shatter that momentum. They
“cooled” us off to prevent our growth.
This is something we can never forget
nor ever forgive. Amalek is the eternal
enemy of Hashem because they wish
to be obstacles to spiritual growth.
They blind people to the truth — that
we were created for greatness and
can achieve it.

Thought of the week:
If your environment isn't
making you a better person,
then maybe you need 4
better environment.
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“And G-d spoke to Moshe saying: Speak to the Children of Israel and they shall
take for Me a tribute ...” (Exodus 25:1-2)
There is a famous question asked here regarding the donations to the Mishkan. The words
used to command the Jews to bring forth contributions to build the new “home for Hashem”
in their midst are quite strong. However, then we are told that the gifts are to be taken from
those whose hearts uplift them to give.

If the donations are voluntary, how can Hashem command that people “want” to give? He
could command Moshe to talk to the people, perhaps, but the words used here convey a
firm directive that they should donate. Can Hashem mandate emotions?

Chazal tell us, “Hakol b'ydai Shomayim, chutz m’yiras Shomayim,” everything is in the
hand of Heaven except for fear of Heaven. That is to say, Hashem gives us the ability to
control our emotions and choose how we feel about Him. Those who are G-d-fearing are
very precious to Hashem because they are choosing to love and revere Him. Therefore, it
would seem that even if He can, Hashem will not control people’s emotions. In that case,
what sort of command is it that we find here, that everyone was to contribute? What if they
didn’t feel like it?

The answer is that though Hashem will not command you to feel something, He WILL
command you to behave in a way that is conducive to serving Him. We have promises of
reward and punishment which are intended to motivate people to act properly. Those who
take them to heart will likely act correctly, and those who do not will likely not serve
Hashem in a proper way, because though they might be motivated one moment, they can
just as easily be fickle and turn away from Hashem when the mood strikes.

However, if one puts himself in a situation where he is likely to move in the right direction,
he can then ensure that he will continue to want to serve Hashem. By choosing the proper
environment, by surrounding one’s self with Torah scholars and pious Jews, and by
eschewing the influences that interfere with a true connection with Hashem, one can direct
himself to the right path.

This is what Hashem was commanding Moshe. Speak to the Children of Israel and drive
home the point that they need to want to donate. They can do that by clinging to people like
Moshe and the elders. They can do that by focusing on the kindness Hashem showers
upon them every day. When they do that, then their hearts will lift them up and they will
truly desire to do whatever they can to foster closeness between themselves and Hashem.

As the Torah continues, “They shall make a Mikdash for Me and | shall dwell in their midst,”
which can be translated as “they shall BECOME a Mikdash for Me.” By aligning ourselves
with those who are close to Hashem and learning from their example, we can become
close to Him and become the essence of the Mikdash - so He can dwell within us.

A twelve-year old boy decided that he would grow long payos, sidelocks, which are a
fulfillment of the mitzvah not to ‘destroy’ the hair of the head at the temples. Though he
came from a Chasidic background, this was still highly unusual at the time he did it, back in
the 1950’s. It wasn’t common then for Jews to be so “noticeably” Jewish.

He explained his reasoning. He loved Westerns but felt that the movies were a distraction
from his studies and what he wanted to become. He knew that if he wore long payos he
would be too embarrassed to go into a theater. At the end, this young man grew to be a
great Talmid Chacham - because he knew how to force his own hand.
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382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>





