
Vayakheil  - Pekudei

לעילו נשמת: פייגה בת הרב אהרן ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
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1. There are two definitions to נשאים:

(1) The nesi'im are the leaders of the nation. 

(2) Nesi'im also means clouds.

Both definitions are correct. והנשיאים הביאו את אבני השהם ואת אבני המלואים, the 
clouds and the nesi'im brought the precious stones to be used for 
the kohen gadol's clothing.

Try, and Hashem will 
Help

It states (Shemos 35:27), 
אבני ואת  אבני השהם  את  הביאו   והנשיאים 
 The nesi'im" ,המלואים לאפוד ולחשן
brought the shoham stones 
and the [filling] stones for 
the eifod and for the 
choshen." Where did the 
nesi'im obtain these 
precious gems? Did they 
own them? Were they 
found in the desert? 

Targum Yonoson writes, 
"The clouds of glory went 
to Pishon and picked up 
precious stones…to be 
placed in the eifod and 
choshen."

The Gemara elaborates 
(Yoma 75.): When the mon 
rained down from the sky, 
precious stones came down 
together with the mon. The 
nesi'im gathered those 
precious stones and 
donated them to the 
Mishkan (for the1.בגדי כהונה)

We learn from this the 
power of desire. When one 
yearns to serve Hashem, 
Hashem helps him succeed. 
Hashem commanded that 
the כהונה  have precious בגדי 
stones. Where will they get 
them? How can they find 
them in the desert? But 
when there's a will, Hashem 
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helps. The ענני הכבוד delivered 
the stones to them.

As the Chasam Sofer zt’l 
(Toras Moshe, Terumah ידבנו  אשר 
 writes, "When one (לבו
desires to donate, but he 
doesn't have enough 
money [Hashem will help 
him achieve his wish]. This 
happened to the nesi'im. 
They wanted to donate the 
stones for the kohanim's 
clothing, but they didn't 
own gems. Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu brought the 
gems to them in the clouds. 
When they collected the 
mon, they collected the 
gems. This teaches us that 
when a person desires to 
do something, but he isn't 
able to… I will enable him 
to do so."

The Gemara (Yoma 38) 
relates that Niknor 
transported two beautiful 
doors from Alexandria, 
Egypt, to Eretz Yisrael to 
donate to the Beis 
HaMikdash. However, a 
major storm at sea forced 
the sailors to toss all heavy 
objects overboard. They 
also threw one of the doors 

overboard. They were 
about to throw in the other 
one when he jumped onto 
the second door. Hugging 
the door, he proclaimed, "If 
you throw this door into 
the water, throw me in 
too." As soon as he uttered 
those words, the storm 
subsided.

Naturally, Niknor was 
upset about the lost door. 
When the boat docked in 
Eretz Yisrael, they found 
the missing door floating 
beside the ship. (According 
to another opinion, a fish 
swallowed the door and spat it 
up on shore.)

Those doors were 
installed in the Beis 
HaMikdash, and the 
doorway was named Shaar 
Niknor (Niknor's entrance). 
The doors were made from 
copper, and they shone like 
gold. Eventually, all the 
Beis HaMikdash doors 
were switched to gold, but 
the chachamim said that 
Niknor's doors should 
remain because of the 
miracles that happened 
with them.
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2. My father zy'a told me that when he was a child living in Tel 
Aviv, there was one night when there was no running water in 
their home. Every night, my father and his brothers would prepare 
negel vasser next to their beds before going to sleep, but that night 

Let's analyze this story: 
Niknor was moser nefesh to 
bring even one door to the 
Beis HaMikdash. What 
good would one door serve 
if two doors are needed for 
the gate?

The answer is that 
Niknor was moser nefesh to 
do what he could, even 
when it seemed that one 
door is not enough, and 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
helped him. Because when 
a person tries, Hashem 
helps, and both doors were 
installed in the Beis 
HaMikdash.

We add that also, when 
it comes to praying for the 
coming of Moshiach, we 
must do the best that we 
can do.

As the Mesilas Yesharim 
(19) writes, "If one asks, 
who am I, and how 
important am I really, that 

I should daven for [the 
gathering of] the galus and 
for Yerushalayim? Could it 
be that because of my 
tefillah, the galus will end, 
and the redemption will 
sprout? The answer is, as 
Chazal (Sanhedrin 37.) say, 
man was created alone, to 
demonstrate 'The world 
was created for me.' 
Hashem has pleasure when 
His children pray for this 
matter. Even if the prayers 
cannot be answered (because 
the time hasn't come yet, or 
because of some other reason), 
nevertheless, they did their 
share, and Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu is happy with 
them… We are obligated to 
pray, and we shouldn't 
refrain from a lack of 
strength. As Chazal (Avos 2) 
say, לא עליך המלאכה לגמור ואי אתה בן 
הימנה לפטר   You are not' ,חורין 
obligated to finish, but you 
don't have the right to 
refrain…'"2
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they went to sleep without preparing water. Their father, Rebbe 
Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zt'l, asked them, "Why didn’t you 
prepare negel vasser?"

They replied, "We couldn’t. There's no water." 

"That's true," their father replied, "but why didn’t you at least 
place the empty negel vasser utensils near your bed?" Because a Yid 
must do what he can, and then Hashem will help.

To Toil in Avodas Hashem

It states (37:1-2), בצלאל  ויעש 
טהור זהב  ויצפהו  שטים...  עצי  הארן   את 
 Betzalel made the" מבית ומחוץ,
aron from shittim wood… 
and covered it with pure 
gold, inside and outside.

The pasuk is saying that 
there were three aronos, 
one inside the other. The 
innermost box was gold, 
the outermost was gold, 
and the middle was made 
of wood.

This represents the three 
stages of teshuvah:

(1) The golden era is the 
beginning of one's teshuvah. 
That is when Hashem is 
helping him, and he is 
succeeding in his teshuvah 
process.

(2) Then comes the 
struggle because it isn't 
easy forever. Hashem takes 
away the initial euphoria 
and "light" that prevailed 
at the beginning of the 
teshuvah, and now the 
person must walk on his 
own. He is confronted with 
hardships and tests. He 
isn't confident he can 
succeed.

(3) If he keeps trying, he 
will reach the golden, third 
era. He will succeed in his 
teshuvah.

These three stages also 
exist when one desires to 
grow in Torah. At the 
beginning of his resolve to 
learn Torah, he is interested, 
inspired, and excited. The 
Torah is sweet to him.
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A Segulah for Parnassah

Many Yidden follow the 
custom, established by the 
Kozhnitzer Magid zt'l, to 
say the following three 
stories on Shabbos 
HaChodesh as a segulah for 
parnassah, and specifically 
to have all their needs for 
Pesach:

Story #1

A precious ring was 
stolen from a king, and the 
king announced that 
anyone could help in the 
search, and the king will 
provide them with the 
money they need to search 
for the stolen ring.

A poor Yid realized that 
this was his opportunity to 
get the money he badly 
needed to buy his yom tov 
needs.

He told the king's 
secretary that he wants to 
devote himself to find the 
thief and that he needs 
money to search. The 
secretary gave him a 
bundle of money.

The Yid used that 
money to buy matzos, 
wine, meat, and everything 
his family needed for 
Pesach.

A priest called Dayeinu, 
who was also a sworn anti-
Semite, told the king, "The 
Yid isn't using the money 
for the search. A Jewish 
holiday is approaching, 
and he is undoubtedly 
going to use the king's 
money for his own needs.

"He is guilty of two 
offenses," Dayeinu 
explained to the king. "He 
is stealing the king's money, 
and he also deserves to be 
punished for deceiving the 
king."

The king replied that he 
wouldn't punish the Yid 
without evidence.

Dayeinu said, "On the 
night the Jews celebrate the 
Seder, we will go to this 
Yid's home, and you will 
see for yourself how your 
money is being spent."

The night of the Seder 
arrived. The king and 
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Dayeinu went to the Jewish 
quarter, and from a 
distance, the priest pointed 
out the illuminated house 
of the Yid.

"The candles to 
illuminate his home were 
bought with your money. 
Now, let's go inside to see 
the expensive foods he 
prepared…"

The king said, "Before 
entering his home, I want 
to eavesdrop from outside 
the window."

At that time, the family 
was singing Dayeinu. The 
father recited each stanza, 
and the family answered 
loudly, "Dayeinu."

The king told the priest, 
"You have it all wrong. The 
Yid is speaking with his 
family about who stole the 
ring. And they all agree 
that you, Dayeinu, stole 
the ring!"

Then the king shouted, 
"Soldiers! Quick! Arrest 
Dayeinu!"

Dayeinu's home was 
searched, and the diamond 
ring was found. Dayeinu 
was hung; so shall all the 
enemies of Yisrael be lost 
forever.

"And this Yid had all 
his Pesach needs in 
abundance."

Story #2

A poritz said to one of 
his Jewish tenants, "You 
are fortunate that I rent my 
tavern to you, so you can 
earn your livelihood from 
people who visit the tavern 
for a meal or a drink. What 
would you do without my 
help? Your family would 
all be hungry. You should 
thank me."

The Yid replied, "My 
parnassah comes from 
Hashem. Right now, it is 
coming via the tavern that 
you rent to me, but Hashem 
has other ways to support 
me. Therefore, my gratitude 
goes to Hashem alone. 
Hashem feeds the entire 
world, from the largest 
animals to the smallest 



 Torah Wellsprings - Vayakheil-Pekudei-HaChodesh 35

creature, and He supports 
me as well." 

The poritz replied, "I 
never saw anyone so 
ungrateful. I do so much 
for you, and I don't even 
receive a thank you. I'll tell 
you what I'll do. I'll rent 
out the tavern to someone 
else. If it's Hashem who is 
supporting you, let's see if 
He can support you 
without the tavern!"

This happened shortly 
before Pesach, and the Yid 
didn't know how he would 
have money for yom tov. 
But he trusted that Hashem 
would provide for him and 
his family.

The poritz had a pet 
monkey that was always 
by his side. The poritz 
would sit in his office 
counting gold coins, with 
the monkey right next to 
him, watching.

As the poritz counted 
each gold coin, he would 
bite it to test if it was gold. 
The monkey thought he 
was eating the coins.

Once, when the poritz 
wasn't around, the monkey 
ate one gold coin after the 
other until the monkey 
died.

The poritz was very 
upset when he heard that 
his monkey died because 
he loved his monkey 
dearly. He didn't know 
why it died. He told his 
servant, "Throw the dead 
monkey into the home of 
the Jew that used to run 
the tavern." This was to 
express his anger at the 
Yid, who didn't want to 
admit that the poritz was 
helping him with his 
parnassah.

The Yid heard something 
crash into his house and 
went to see what it was. He 
found the dead monkey on 
the ground, and near it 
were many gold coins. 
When the monkey was 
tossed into the Yid's home, 
its stomach split, and the 
gold coins spilled out.

At the night of the 
Seder, the poritz said to his 
servants, "Let's go to the 
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Yid's house. I want to see 
how he is faring. I'm certain 
he is sitting in the dark, 
eating almost nothing at all 
because I'm not helping 
him with his parnassah 
anymore." 

They were amazed to 
find the house well lit, and 
fish, meat, and all kinds of 
tasty foods on the table. 
The poritz couldn't contain 
his curiosity. He knocked 
on the door and asked the 
Yid where he had the 
money to buy all of this.

The Yid related the story 
that happened; a dead 
monkey came crashing 
through his window, and 
out of the monkey's belly 
fell many gold coins. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu sent 
me this fortune, so I should 
have money for yom tov, 
and there's enough money 
left over for the rest of the 
year."

The poritz replied, "Now 
I know that you were 
correct. Hashem supports 
you and the entire world 
with His kindness." 

Story #3

There was a very high 
tax on imported alcoholic 
beverages in Poland. A Yid 
was once bringing barrels 
of spirits into Poland, 
hoping that he could pass 
the border without 
declaring the spirits. 

But he was caught, and 
the barrels were confiscated. 
A date was scheduled for 
his trial. 

The Yid went to Rebbe 
Elimlech of Lizhensk, and 
expressed his worries 
regarding the upcoming 
court case. 

"You have nothing to 
worry about," the Rebbe 
told him. "Tell the court the 
barrels are filled with 
water." 

At the court case, he 
said, "Honorable Judge, I 
don't know why I'm on 
trial, and I don't understand 
why I'm being suspected of 
committing a crime I never 
committed. The barrels are 
filled with drinking water."
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The judge was surprised 
to hear this. The barrels' 
contents were tested, and 
they saw that it was true; 
there was only water 
inside. They let the Yid 
take the barrels and 
continue his way. 

He returned to Rebbe 
Elimelech and said, "I was 
freed from imprisonment 
and from paying a 
significant fine, but now I 
have a great loss. I invested 
a lot of money to buy the 
spirits, and now there is 
nothing in the barrels other 
than water. 

Rebbe Elimelech zy" a 
told him, "You have 
nothing to worry about. 
The barrels have spirits in 
them." The Yid sold the 
spirits and earned a lot of 
money. 

"He had all his needs 
for Pesach, in abundance." 

So shall Hashem grant 
us parnassah b'harchavah, 
and we should merit seeing 
the materialization of the 
prophecy (Michah 7:15) "As 
you left Egypt, so shall I 
show you miracles," 
speedily in our days, amen. 
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