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A sour nmnn nxmp of mnw 1o comes to an end

with »mips 5npn, the perennial question draws

our attention. We try to find a satisfying
answer as to why the Torah expends so much
recognition to the details of the building of the
Mishkan. Don't think you will get it in this article,
rather, only a thought that, hopefully will help us
serve the Ribono Shel Olam and Klal Yisroel.

Let’s focus first on a Pasuk in xwn " (31:2-6), where
Hashem appoints the architects of the Mishkan;
Bezalel, son of Uri from Yehuda and Ohaliav, son
of Achisomach from Dan. The Medrash, quoted
by Rabeinu Bachye, explains that Yehuda is the
head of the Shevatim, the Melech, while Dan is
considered ovawaw m the lowest; yet, both were
needed to create a Mishkan. Likewise, in the
Mikdash, a member of Shevet Yehuda - Shlomo,
and a member of Shevet Dan - Cheerom, whose
mother was from Dan, worked together to build
a resting place for the Shechina. The Medrash
understands this to mean that both the top and
bottom of Yisroel need to function in unison, for it
to be considered as if all of Klal Yisroel, even those
in the middle, built the Mishkan. This is because
Shechina belongs to ALL of Klal Yisroel, not to any
o and therefore, the conduit to bring Shechina
down must be the product of the Klal.

Many, many years ago I spent very cold winter
learning in Tifrach (I just made an extremely long
story very short). At that time, Harav Dan Segal

VOL. 1/ISSUE 77 X”apn TR DD

X"v>w was a Rosh Yeshiva there - not the Mashgiach
- although he also said Shmuzen once in a while.
He taught us that 1an ox "pa xwn is one of the
48 omp of Torah, because the Torah was given to
Klal Yisroel, not to omm. If the measure of your
behavior is such that you consider yourself part of
the Klal, then you can lay your claim to Torah. A
few years ago, I met Rav Dan in Eretz Yisroel and
I repeated that Vort to him - he asked: ox7 axm x
viRra 22 My affirmative response was met with a
heartfelt handshake, as Harav Don said I was o»pn
the Mitzvah of mmax nawn to him about the Vort.
This idea is evident by the fact that Chazal describe
us at Har Sinai accepting the Torah as 252 Tnx wxa
TnX, the required Achdus for Torah.

The Ozrover (2"ypnn Xwn 2 nwn 1xa) quotes a Zohar
that correlates the onmin mm 2™ with Yaakov and
the 12 Shevatim. The implication being that in
order for us to be Zoche to the ultimate Rachamim,
we need the entire Klal Yisroel together. The basis
for this idea is a classic Shtikel from the Brisker Rav
(v:5 mmw ninn 5y) who wonders if the thirteen
Middos Harachamim belong only to Yidden, or if
it extends to other nations as well. He proves and
then clarifies this from Pesukim in Yona (4:2),
where he complains that Hashem is too soft. "
ny7n 5p DAN TON 2M DOX IR DN 1N 5R AnR 2 nyT. |
know, Yonah says, you will pardon them since You
are merciful, employing many of the nmm 1™, even
for the Goyim of Ninveh. However, says the Rav, the
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unique distinction that the mm 2" have, ascribed :
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to them in Rosh Hashana (17), is that there is a
Bris, a covenant, that they are ALWAYS answered
ONLY works for Klal Yisroel. Goyim also have the
ability to pray as we see in Yeshaya (56:7 )ma »
omyn 535 X1pr 1 an ma but it is different than our
Tefillos. The Pasuk (1:7 annx1) says mam qwx 5
TOR UXP 522 1PBKR 112 1OR oanp opdx 1 - Hashem
answers our prayers 15X 1ux1p 532 which, as per
Rosh Hashana (18) means Tefilah Bitzibur and the
concept of Tzibur is EXCLUSIVELY for Yisroel.
We know the Gemorah that when Hashem taught
Moshe the 13 Middos, He was =12y mbwa qoyn),
because that is how the Middos work, Bitzibur.

We, Baruch Hashem, have learned that Shechina
needs unity, Torah needs unity and even our pleas
for Rachmanus need unity. I often get annoyed
when hearing people preach about unity and
Achdus. I don’t think I will get over that anytime
soon. Hearing those hollow words, devoid of any
real Yiddishkeit, that so often have undertones
that should upset any real “Ehrliche” Jew. Does
anybody still know what “Gridjet” means? But in
today’s world, with anti-Semitism so out of the
closet, it’s no longer something that anyone even
pretends to be ashamed of, we Yidden really need
to stick together, more so than ever.

There is a Rashi that we should all learn every week.
The Pasuk reads: nx15nxn nX nwn 5X 1owni nX inxan
b3 53, they brought the Mishkan, the tent, and
all its implements to Moshe. Rashi explains that
since Moshe did not work on the Mishkans actual

construction, Hashem left it to him to set it up.
This was a job that no one could do - no one could
lift the beams to set them straight. Even Moshe
wondered how it could be done. So Hashems reply
was; “try with your own hands and it will appear
as if you did it and it will rise upright and stand by
itself. "vhxn opin "opin" nxaw 1 - it stood on its
own. Moshe was told to do a magic trick, make it as
IF YOU DID IT, while it was really Hashem doing
it. If so, why was Moshe chosen? Based on the
above, Moshe, according to Chazal, encompassed
all 600,000 of Yisroel, x111 oww 1> and the
Shechina requires ALL OF US to create a place
for the Shechina to rest. To get it to stand upright
with all of its inspiring splendor, only Moshe could
represent, as one, all of Klal Yisroel. Let us not
forget the other lesson in the Chazal. There may be
tasks, things that really need to be done that seem
insurmountable, levels of Ehrlichkeit that look to
be beyond my grasp - A Yid should give it a try, get
involved, put your hands in the till and the xny»o
xmwT will kick in and it will get done. We have to
do our share, together, with unity, so that the vrrn
of the third Bais Hamikdash can become a reality.
BBA.

Among those that are ny1w> o'oyn,
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If there was found by a man - INX X¥XnN1 YUK U'R
Many years ago there was a group of people who were looking for a
place to settle in. After many searches, they found an uninhabited
island and they decided to settle there. They landed on the island and
they divided up the tasks, some were appointed to build houses,
others for food preparation, and those responsible for building
furniture from the trees of the forest. Some time went by and nothing
had been accomplished, no houses had been built, the trees had not
been cut down so the furniture was not built, their supply of food that
they brought with them was depleted and they did not find new food.
The elders of the group sat down and thought about what had
happened and why they were ‘stuck’ in this situation for so long?
After investigation and discussion, they determined that they had
made a mistake in the distribution of the tasks, for those assigned to
build houses had no concept of how to build a house, but they were
experienced in planting trees and preparing food. The ones appointed
for food preparation were heavy laborers who knew how to cut down
trees and build houses, and so, none of them knew what to do.

The Torah states (35:23-25) |paXI N7ON INK X¥N1 TWR W'R DI
221 ...IN'2N D'YUNN NNIYE DMTRA 07X NIV DTV WYL Y NY2mi
10 DT 27 NYN NWUKR 721 ...IRMN ...0D'0Y 'YV INK KX¥XN1 WK — ‘Any
man with whom there was found turquoise wool or purple wool or
scarlet wool, or linen, or goats’ hair, or red-dyed rams’ skins, or
tachash skins brought them. And anyone with whom there was found
shittim wood... brought it. Every wise- hearted woman spun with her
hands’. The Torah describes at length how everyone brought only
what he had, according to what the Creator gave him, and the same
with their talents, every man and woman helped according to their
abilities and talents.
One of the reasons why people do not advance in life is because they
want something that they cannot do or cannot achieve, or their
talents do not make it possible, or the situation in general is not
feasible. In order to succeed in ruchniyus [spirituality] or gashmiyus
[mundane], we must first recognize our abilities, then check if our
aspirations are realistic, as we know the tasks of a man are different
from those of a woman and if these roles are reversed, it would be a
disaster. If we recognize our good qualities and are deficiencies, then
we will be smarter as the Torah states a little further on (36:4), xa"'
'D'YIV NNN WX IMOXRMN WK WK ...ONDKR7AN 0NN 70 - ‘All the
wise people came from their work... each man from his work that they
were doing’. Chazal expound on these words (Shabbos 96b) ‘from his
work he would do, but he would not do from the work of his fellow.
- Tiv HaTorah - Vayekhel

—
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‘Faith and trust brings abundance’ - 'vow x'an jinval minx'

| have a friend who is a walking book of faith. | will not tell you that
he sits and learns day and night. He works and sets aside time for
Torah, does not forego davening with a minyan, and he is bound with
an unconditional love to the Creator in an astonishing way. He always
considers how HaKadosh Baruch Hu is good and does good for all.
Even something that seems worse has a good purpose.
This is his story: “A while ago | signed as a guarantor on a loan for
someone and the man defaulted on his payments. The result was the
bank came to me with a claim for 180,000 shekel. You know that |
never borrow money and now this debt fell to me and | barely make
it through the month. Friends got involved to help me with the banks
to see if | was obligated or not, in the meantime my salary was
garnered. At work, | asked that | not be paid so that it would not go
to the jaws of the bank until this was resolved. Besides, there were
other guarantors, and my share was 70,000 shekel. Of course this
was not easy, but if we believe that everything is from the Creator,
then everything is fine, no problem.
“About two months later, my wife asked me how will we manage? |
told her, are you lacking anything? Are you lacking food for the table?
Baruch Hashem we are not lacking anything. But | was really thinking
how will we manage without a salary?
“After three months, | received all my backpay just in time for my
son’s bar mitzvah, which is not cheap, and we made everything
generously without borrowing even a shekel. So | ask you, is there a
ruler in the world? Do you see that everything is good? Just open
your eyes and thank Hashem!!1”
Two months later we met again, and he continued the story. “Do you
remember they resolved the issue and | had money for the bar
mitzvah? Here’s what happened: Because of corona, | received
unemployment and it equaled the three months of lost wages. In one
week | receive three months’ salary and three months
unemployment, and this was enough to pay off the 70,000 shekel
that | owed and still have leftover b’ezras Hashem!!! Do you
understand that everything is good and there is nothing to worry
about at alll!1???
We should merit complete and true faith, amein.
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And let our lips substitute for bulls

g’nwﬂbn w‘;

INKY ' DX AWK 12T AT K7 7RY 2 DTy 7D IR nwn ke
(T:0%)

Moshe said to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel, saying:
“This is the word that Hashem commanded, saying.” (35:4)
Rashi explains: This is the word that Hashem commanded — me, to

say to you.

Rashi was bothered by the intent of the posuk when it wrote the word
‘M7 twice. Therefore, he explains that the meaning of the first
‘leimor’ is different than the second ‘leimor’. The meaning of the first
one is like the general meaning used all over regarding ‘these words’.
The meaning of the second one is’ the words that were told to me so
that | will tell them to you’.

Perhaps we can also resolve the matter by way of a hint. It is brought
down in the Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah Korach 18) in explaining the
intent of the posuk (Hoshea 14:3) 210 NI [y XWUN 72 "X NNX'
''MoY DM Nn7wal — ‘Say to him: “May You forgive all iniquity and
accept good, and let our lips substitute for bulls”’: ‘Israel said,
“Ribono shel olam, when the Bais HaMikdash stood we would bring a
karban and we would be atoned, and now all we have in our hands is
Tefillah.” The gematria [numerical value] of ‘tov’ is 17. Tefillah
{Shemona Esrei) has 19 berachos. Remove the bracha of minin which
was established in Yavneh and es tzemach Dovid which was
established later based on (Tehillim 26:2) "1011 'n IN2' — ‘Examine
me Hashem and test me’. Rebbe Simon said: ‘kach tov’ has the
gematria of ‘nefesh’ — ‘soul’. Israel said, “When the Bais HaMikdash
stood we burned the fats and the sacrificial parts, and we were
forgiven. Now, we offer our fats, and our blood, and our souls, may it
be the will before You that it should be an atonement for us, and let
our lips substitute for bulls.”

The two approaches mentioned, the Navi teaches us how we are to
repay and fill the loss created by the destruction of the Bais
HaMikdash and the avodah of the karbanos. According to one it is
through prayer since the number of berachos in Shemona Esrei is the
same as ‘tov’ which corresponds to Rebbe Yehoshu ben Levi
(Berachos 26b) ‘Tefillos were established to correspond to the Tamid’
and according to Rebbe Simon we fill the loss verbally by saying the
karbanos which is in line with the intent of the posuk ‘and let our lips
substitute for bulls’. It is brought down in the Gemara like him
(Menachos 110a), ‘Rebbe Yitzchak said, “What does it say ‘zos toras
hachatas’ and ‘zos toras ha’asham’? Whoever studies the laws of the
chatas it is as if he brought a chatas, and whoever studies the laws of
the asham, it is as if he brought an asham.” Similarly, it is brought
down in the Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4), ‘Israel said before
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, “Ribono shel olam, we do not have the scarlet
thread and the goat that is sent away.” He told them, “Your lips are
like the scarlet thread, the utterings of your mouth are dearer to me
than the scarlet thread.” R’ Avahu said on this (Hoshea 14:3) ‘and let
our lips substitute for bulls’. What do we have in place of the bulls
and the goat that is sent away? We have our lips.’

Based on these words we can say that when Moshe came to teach
Bnei Yisrael the avodah of building the Mishkan, he already saw in a
prophesy that the day will come and the Mishkan will be destroyed
because of the sins of Israel, and they will not be able to bring
satisfaction Above with the avodah of the Bais HaMikdash, therefore,
there is a hint how to rectify the Mishkan and Mikdash nowadays.
This is his intent when he told Israel, “Saying, this is the word Hashem
commanded, saying.” That is, if there will be times that you will not
be able to do the avodah of the Bais HaMikdash in practice, ‘say’, fill
your mouths with these words that Hashem commanded me to tell
you, that is, study the ‘laws of the Mishkan and karbanos which will
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be counted as if actually involved in building the Mishkan and the
avodah of the karbanos.

Similarly, you must be involved in the avodah of Tefillah with the
‘mouth’ since this is also the correction that takes the place of the
karbanos and is done by ‘saying’, that is, saying the Tefillos stands
for Israel in place of ‘the word that Hashem commanded’. Just as the
Tefillos are a substitute for the tamidin, so too is it a correction for
the very existence of the Mishkan and the Mikdash, as brought in
the Yerushalmi (Berachos 4:3) based on the saying of Raban Gamliel,
‘Every day a person must pray Shemona Esrei [the 18 blessings]’.
‘Why is it eighteen berachos? Rebbe Shmuel bar Nachmoni says in
the name of R’ Yochanan: The eighteen blessings correspond to the
eighteen commands that are written in the second passage of the
Mishkan (in Vayakhel-Pekudei).” We see that the power of these
berachos extend in this world and fill the loss of the Mishkan.
Nevertheless, we see from this teaching the extent of the attribute
of Tefillos and studying the laws of the karbanos. We understand
from these words why the yetzer presses its entire weight on the
avodah of Tefillah in general and saying karbanos in particular.
When the Bais HaMikdash was standing we merited a great and
exalted light, and the avodah of the karbanos added to it an extra
heaping of Kedusha [sanctity]. [Even the nations of the world earned
great goodness through this avodah, as brought down in holy
seforim that one of the reasons that 70 karbanos are offered on
Succos is to extend abundance to the 70 nation.] All this was lost to
us with the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, and we find ourselves
in a dark world which has practically not even a drop of Kedusha. The
result of all this is that we find that the yetzer resides in the heart of
the person and is able to direct his heart after nonsense Rachmana
litzlan. The Jewish soul loves pleasures, and if it does not merit
spiritual pleasure which is influenced from Kedusha, then it is drawn
after mundane pleasures. The result of all this is descent after
descent without the chance of rising chas v’shalom.

Since the entire success of the yetzer depends on the garnering of
the light that served in the time of the Bais HaMikdash, and it knows
that this light can extend through Tefillah with kavanah and through
saying karbanos. Therefore, it blinds the eyes of the person and
confounds him with many distractions so that he has to hurry when
he gets up in the morning, and it does not give him time to think
about the advantages of Tefillah and saying karbanos beforehand.
The result of all this is that he completely skips karbanos, and he
even rushes through davening barely concentrating on what he is
saying. Tefillah like this cannot make a great impression, not in
Heaven above, and certainly not on earth below. It is not possible to
extend through it the Mishkan and karbanos. When this happens in
this world, it is then not possible to remove the bitter darkness. The
result of this darkness is that you do not have a day that is cursed
more than the previous day, Rachmana litzlan. This is also the reason
for this long, difficult exile, for once the darkness covers the earth,
sin adds to iniquity which holds back the bells of redemption.

But if we merit to strengthen these words that stand at the top of
the world, and we get up early and come early to shul to give
ourselves time to involve in the laws of the karbanos and then we
daven calmly and with kavanah, then through this we will merit to
extend over us and the entire world the holy light from Above, and
through this we will merit many kindnesses, both mundane and
spiritual [gashmiyus and ruchniyus].
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayakhel - Pekudai 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Explanation of the Dispute between Betzalel and Moshe Rabeinu

Betzalel Prioritized the Mishkan Representing
the Kedushah of Moshe Rabeinu over the Vessels of
the Mishkan Representing the Kedushah of Yisrael

Next Shabbas, which approaches us auspiciously, we bless
the month of Nissan, we complete the Torah-readings of sefer
Shemos—reading the parshiyos of Vayakheil and Pekudei—
and we read a special Maftir from parshas Bo. The reading of
this Maftir was instituted by our blessed sages to emphasize
the importance of the month of Nissan, the month of Yisrael’s
exodus from Mitzrayim. For this reason, it was designated as the
first of the twelve months of the year, as it is written (Shemos
12, 2): "mawst swny 0o K1 PWRD 22w wRA 0ov i wrint’—this
month shall be for you the beginning of the months; it shall
be for you the first of the months of the year.

Perhaps we can find a common thread connecting these two
Torah-readings. The parshiyos of Vayakheil and Pekudei record
the details related to the building of the Mishkan and its vessels.
Furthermore, in parshas Pekudei, HKB”"H commands Moshe to
erect the Mishkan on the first of Nissan, as it is written (ibid. 40,
1): 19wn NR 2PN TN TR PIWRAT W 2, KRY 1wn DR e
»1ym Ynx—Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “On the day of
the first month, on the first of the month, you shall erect the
Mishkan, the Tent of Meeting. Subsequently, it states (ibid. 17):
"{3WnT BPIT WTINY TR MR mwa Rt wnna r—it was in the
first month of the second year, on the first of the month, that
the Mishkan was erected. Thus, we learn that the Mishkan,
whose construction is described in detail in the parshiyos of
Vayakheil-Pekudei, was erected on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, whose
significance is highlighted in Parshas HaChodesh.

The Dispute that Was Decided in Favor of Betzalel

In this essay, we wish to examine the historic dispute that
ensued between Moshe Rabeinu and Betzalel regarding the

- — — - ——— —

rdliz

order of the building of the Mishkan and its vessels. Surprisingly,
Betzalel prevailed. In fact, Moshe Rabeinu ultimately conceded
that Betzalel's view was correct. Here is the pertinent passuk
(Shemos 38, 22): ', 11 2wK 75 NN mwy 1711 MR 2t 13 1IN 12 SRYear
"=wn nk—Betzalel, the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of
Yehudabh, did everything that Hashem commanded Moshe.

Rashi comments: “That which Moshe commanded him”
is not written here, but, rather, “everything that Hashem
commanded Moshe.” This implies that even with regards
to matters which his master did not tell him, his mind
(Betzalel’s) intuited that which had been said to Moshe at
Sinai. For, Moshe commanded Betzalel to make the vessels
first and afterwards the Mishkan. Betzalel said to him, “It
is common practice to first make a house, and to place the
vessels in it afterwards.” He (Moshe) said to him, “Thus,
(as you suggest), did I hear from HKB”"H.” Then Moshe said,
“You were in G-d’s shadow (b’tzel El); for, that is indeed what
HKB”H commanded me.” And that is what he did—first the
Mishkan and, afterwards, he made the vessels.

Rashi’s source for this comment is the Gemara (Berachos
55a), where we learn:

YWa,NP INRon ow by HRYNA 1R 939 110K a9 YR1Y 231 1R
R T, o1 11N Jown o ey BRTrab 17 1mN 1  wnb rapn 1 Ry
DR O YW 1A 12530 awn YRR, 1ownt 0T 11N 1wy 15 1nRT 1am
JOWRT 29951 11K O WY ANIN AANRT DY 19105 D5n 15 AnNT R e
,B5991 11K 19w WY 117aP Y 98K 15 RRY 000K 1995 1wy aNw oovs
SR N B bes Raw 1Y ns

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmeini said in the name of Rabbi
YoNasan: Betzalel was named for his wisdom. When HKB”H
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instructed Moshe, “Go tell Betzalel to make Me a Mishkan,
an Aron and vessels”; Moshe reversed the order and
instructed him, “Make an Aron, vessels and a Mishkan.” He
(Betzalel) said to him, “Moshe, our teacher, it is customary
for a man to build a house and then place vessels in it. Yet,
you say to make Me an Aron, vessels and a Mishkan. The
vessels that I make, where will I place them? Perhaps,
HKB”H said to you, ‘Make a Mishkan, an Aron and vessels.”
He (Moshe) said to him, “Perhaps, you were in G-d’s shadow,
and that is how you knew.”

Several points deserve further scrutiny. First of all, Betzalel’s
justification for constructing the Mishkan before fashioning
the vessels was: The vessels that I make, where will I place
them? Couldn’t they have placed the vessels he crafted in safe
storage somewhere until the completion of the Mishkan? After
all, every time they journeyed in the midbar, the Mishkan had
to be dismantled. Clearly, the vessels did not remain inside
the Mishkan; they were covered up until they reached their
next encampment. Then, the Mishkan was erected anew, and
the vessels were returned to their proper locations inside the
Mishkan. That being the case, he could have simply fashioned
the vessels first, covered them up, and had someone watch over
them until the Mishkan was completed and it was time to place
them inside.

Furthermore, HKB”H Himself attests to Moshe Rabeinu’s
integrity and loyalty as follows (Bamidbar 12, 17): n»a Y22”
"x1 1ax1—in My entire house, he is the most trustworthy.”
Thus, it seems improbable and hard to believe that he would
have deviated from the instructions he was given by HKB”H.
If HKB”H instructed him: “Make Me a Mishkan, Aron and
vessels,” why would he instruct Betzalel: “Make an Aron,
vessels and a Mishkan”? Additionally, it behooves us to
clarify Moshe’s remark to Betzalel: “Perhaps, you were in
G-d’s shadow, and that is how you knew.” In fact, his name
Betzalel—"9x>x3"—alludes to this fact.

his name down into two words—bxR-9xa —it means “in the

For, if we break

shadow of G-d.” Nevertheless, we will endeavor to explain the
connection between the name of G-d—%"x —and the fact that
Betzalel intuited the Almighty’s intent—namely, to construct
the Mishkan first.

Only Moshe Was Capable of Erecting the Mishkan

We will begin to shed some light on the subject with a
passuk in this week’s parsha. After Yisrael completed all the

Shvilei Pinches

work related to the Mishkan, it says (Shemos 39, 33): nx 1x222”
TR 1TIAYT 1IN YRR 107 15 5 NN BANG NN wn R powan—
they brought the Mishkan to Moshe—its tent and all its
vessels—its hooks, its beams, its bars, and its pillars. Rashi
comments: “They brought the Mishkan, etc.” because they
were unable to erect it. Since Moshe did not do any of the
work on the Mishkan, HKB”H left its erection to him. For
no man was able to erect it because of the weight of the
beams, as a man does not have the strength to set them
upright, but Moshe erected it. Moshe said to HKB”H, “How
can its erection be accomplished by man?” He said to him,
“Involve yourself with your hand, and it will appear as if
you were setting it up, but it will rise upright and stand by
itself.” This is the meaning of the statement: “The Mishkan
was set up”; the language implies that it was set up by itself.
This comment comes from Midrash Rabbi Tanchuma.

To genuinely appreciate this phenomenal event, let us
examine the source in the Midrash Tanchuma, where it is
described in greater detail (Pekudei 11):

When they completed the labor of the Mishkan, they
were sat wondering: When will the Shechinah come
and dwell in it? They were all distressed, because the
Shechinah had not rested on it. What did they do? They
went to the wise-hearted men and said to them: “Why
are you just sitting around idly? Go erect the Mishkan so
that the Shechinah will dwell among us.” They attempted
to erect it, but they did not know how; they were unable
to make it stand. When they attempted to stand it up, it
fell down immediately. They went to Betzalel and Ahaliav.
They said to them: “Come and erect the Mishkan that you
made. Perhaps you are worthy to erect it.” They began
immediately to assemble it but were unable todo so ...

After trying every which way and failing to erect it, all
of Yisrael approached Moshe. They said, “Moshe Rabeinu,
everything you told us, we have done, and everything you
instructed us to give and bring, we have given. Behold, all
of the work is before you; perhaps we have overlooked
something, or perhaps something else should be added to
what you told us. See, everything is here.” They showed it
all to him, as it is stated: “And they brought the Mishkan to
Moshe, etc.” And it is written (ibid. 39, 43): “And Moshe saw
all the work, etc.” They said to him: “Did you not tell us to
do such-and-such?” He replied: “Yes, indeed.”
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They said to him, “If that is so, why isn’t is standing?”. .
. Moshe was troubled by all this until HKB”H said to him:
“Moshe, because you were unhappy over the fact that
you did not participate or have any part in the work and
building of the Mishkan, hence these wise men are not able
to erect it for you. Thus, Yisrael will know that if you do not
erectit, it will never be set up. Have I not written previously
that it would be done only by you, as it says (ibid. 40, 18):
“Moshe erected the Mishkan.”

Moshe said, “Master of the Universe, I do not know how
to erectit!” He said to him, “Work on it with your hands, you
will appear to be erecting it, and it will stand up by itself.
Furthermore, I am attesting to the fact that you erected
it.” As it says, “And it came to pass in the first month of the
second year on the first day of the month, the Mishkan was
erected.” And who erected it? Moshe, as it says: “Moshe
erected the Mishkan.”

Moshe Rabeinu Resembles the Mishkan
His Kedushah Surrounds All of Its Vessels

[ had a wonderful idea! I will endeavor to explain the reason
HKB”H chose Moshe Rabeinu to erect the Mishkan rather than
assigning him to fashion one of the vessels of the Mishkan, such
as the Aron or the like. Let us refer to what we have learned
in the Gemara (B.B. 25b): 72amvo1 1axs 2owyswr moa poomw neian”
/E1MTa Rt naxa mvw One who wants to become wise
should face south (Rashi: He should face south while praying),
while one who wants to become wealthy should face north
(he should face north); and your mnemonic is: The Shulchan
stood in the north, while the Menorah stood in the south.

This teaches us that the vessels of the Mishkan were
reflections of Yisrael’s sacred service. The menorah, which
was located in the south, represented Yissachar, the Jew that
engages in and dedicates himself to Torah-study. The shulchan,
on the other hand, was located in the north. It represented
Zevulun, the Jewish businessman, who supports Torah-scholars
financially. Similarly, the mizbeiach, represents the sinner, who

performs teshuvah by offering a sacrifice to atone for his sin.

Viewed from this perspective, the Mishkan itself that
surrounded all of the vessels placed within it, represented Moshe
Rabeinu, who was equivalent to the entirety of Yisrael, as per
Rashi’s comment (ibid. 18, 1): "sxaws ¥s 1215 nwn Y1pw"—Moshe
was equal to all of Yisrael. This means that as the leader of
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Yisrael, Moshe Rabeinu was like the root that encompassed all
of the neshamos of Yisrael within him. Whereas the people of
Yisrael were like the individual branches that emerged from the
root, Moshe Rabeinu.

This explains very nicely the source of the wisdom and
acumen of everyone that worked on the Mishkan: “They
brought the Mishkan to Moshe—its tent and all its
vessels—its hooks, its beams, its bars, and its pillars.” They
perceived that the kedushah of the Mishkan that surrounded all
the vessels corresponded to the kedushah of Moshe Rabeinu,
the root of all the neshamos of Yisrael. Therefore, only he was
capable of erecting the Mishkan. For, with his kedushah, he
surrounded the kedushah of all the vessels of the Mishkan that
corresponded to all the people of Yisrael.

It appears that we can substantiate the assertion that Moshe
Rabeinu corresponded to the kedushah of the Mishkan from the
fact that Yisrael’s enemies never gained control of the Mishkan,
since it was the product of Moshe’s handiwork, as we learned in
the Gemara (Sotah 9a):

SR, 5N TIND 27w 'S DO 129 30007 IR! KBS 93 NI 129 waT

OMWYRD DIRIY 10T KW T wn ar,avnn 1 XX AN I8 pn

SRR 1331 TIWNT WIPR MI21WR 90 9aRT whn ayw YN 1pan 200t 117
J2TRT 1TTIAPT 1MNE1 1T YA TP

Rabbi Chinana bar Pappa expounded: What is the
meaning of that which is written (Tehillim 33, 1): “Sing
joyfully tzaddikim because of Hashem; for the upright praise
is fitting”? Do notread it as praise is “fitting,” but rather as
“a palace of” praise. This refers to Moshe and David, for
their enemies did not gain control of their handiwork. Of
David, for it is written (Eichah 2, 9): “Its gates sunk in the
earth.” Regarding Moshe, the master said: When the first
Mikdash was built, the Ohel Mo’ed was hidden—its beams,
its hooks, its bars, its pillars and its sockets.

Due to Moshe Rabeinu’s Extreme Humility He Felt
that He Was the Cause of the Cheit HaEigel

Now, in nature, we see that the root influences the branches,
the leaves and the fruit thatit sustains. In similar fashion, we can
posit that since Moshe Rabeinu was the root of the neshamos of
Yisrael and all of their kedushah, he also possessed the power
to imbue all of the branches, namely the people of Yisrael who
are nourished and nurtured by the root, with his kedushah.
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Let us introduce the amazing comments of the great Rabbi
Moshe of Dalina in Divrei Moshe (Shemini). He cites the Ba’al
Shem Tov, who applies this idea to explain what Moshe Rabeinu
said to HKB”H after the “cheit ha’eigel” (Shemos 32, 32): nnpr”
3N3 WK T7700R K1 %A PR BRT,ARRVR Xen ax-- and now, if You
would but bear their sin; but if not, erase me from Your
book that You have written. As the root of all the neshamos of
Yisrael, he felt that Yisrael’s sin with the eigel was due to some
minor mental flaw of his own that resulted in a far greater flaw
in the branches nourished by him, their root.

This then is the implication of Moshe’s remark to HKB”H:
“And now, if You would but bear their sin”—it signifies that
You have also forgiven me for causing their transgression. “But if
not”—if You are not willing to forgive them, then “erase me from
Your book that You have written,” since the “cheit ha'eigel” was
my fault. To which HKB”H answered him (ibid. 33): xon qwx 'n»
«1pon unnx *y—whoever has sinned against Me, I shall erase
him from My book, because you did not cause them to sin; they
sinned of their own volition and initiative.

This coincides beautifully with the explanation of the great
Rabbi Yissachar Dov Ber of Zlotchov, zy”a, in Mevaser Tzedek
(Emor) regarding the following passuk attesting to Moshe’s
most admirable quality (Bamidbar 12, 3): bon 1xn vy mwn winet”
MR 28 Yy WK 01Rt-- now the man Moshe was exceedingly
humble, more so than any person on the face of the earth!
Seemingly, this is quite surprising. After all, Moshe Rabeinu was
the foremost of all the neviim; he spearheaded the miraculous
exodus of Yisrael from Mitzrayim; he was privileged to prepare
Yisrael for the incredible revelation of Matan Torah at Har Sinai;
and he merited speaking with Hashem face to face, like a man
would speak with his fellow man. With this extraordinary list
of accomplishments, how is it possible that he was humbler
than every other person on earth?

As the root of all
the neshamos of Yisrael, he believed that all his admirable

He explains the matter as follows.

qualities and aspects of kedushah were not attributable to him
himself but rather to the branches that emerged from him, the
neshamos of Yisrael. He felt that he was merely the conduit
used to influence and provide them with kedushah. Thus, we
can interpret the passuk as follows: “Now the man Moshe
was exceedingly humble”—because he believed that all his
outstanding qualities were attributable to “every person on
the face of the earth”—since he was the root of the neshamos
of Yisrael.

Shvilei Pinclhes

The Branches Also Influence the Root

Just as we have seen that the branches are capable of
influencing the root constructively and positively, the opposite
is also true. Sometimes, chas v’shalom, the branches have a
negative influence on the root. For, when the branches are
extremely corrupt, the root can no longer influence them, as
it is written (Vayikra 1, 1): =7ym brxn vOR 1 2271 nwn DR R
"ax>—He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him from
the Ohel Mo’ed, saying. Rashi comments: “Saying”—Hashem
said to Moshe, “Go out and say convincing words to them. Say
to them, ‘On your account, He communicates with me.” As we
found that the entire thirty-eight years that Yisrael were in
the midbar like those who were excommunicated, from the
sin of the meraglim and onward, the speech of Hashem did
not seclude itself with Moshe, as it says, “And it came to pass,
when all of the men of war ceased to die, Hashem spoke to
me, saying.” Only then was the speech to me.

Similarly, due to the “cheit ha'eigel,” Moshe also suffered the
consequences, as indicated by HKB”H’s statement to Moshe
(Shemos 32, 7): «qAY NAW 12 T “5»-- Moshe was instructed
to step down from his lofty status due the corrupt, sinful acts
of his people. We find a wonderful passage in the Midrash
expounding on this passuk (S.R. 42, 2):

AR 7YY (T9-190 BY) oY nanRk Smns ovwn 1an, [awn] 1 ank ey
AR T 7T M0IN AR NS, I Y AN wn DR (K- Dw) 191,78y 11K
SRTAN L223 T135 Yrawa KOR LIRSS vy RN 77130 Yrawa KY L [apn] v
WA ,13 2T YTY BOPYR PN A (29-10 nrwRaa) [apye] onbw ety
191,251y BYIPa DUARTINR O QOPTY A3 1RD 1Y TnnnR 10 KRYR 18
" b 71 Y T D RIYYT Ot 0TI DWWt DY Ybynn oy
TR B AR IR BN 1Y AR ay nnw

Moshe asks HKB”H: “Yesterday you told me to ascend; now
you tell me to descend.” In response, HKB”H informs him that his
ascent was not intended for his own personal kavod but for the
kavod of My children. When your children will be tzaddikim, they
will ascend and rise in the world, as will their agents. Conversely,
when they descend spiritually, they drag their agents along with
them. So, here, why was Moshe instructed to descend? Because
the people behaved corruptly. HKB”H said to him, “Since they
sinned, you must descend along with them.”

This, in fact, is the lesson taught by the Toldos Yaakov Yosef
(Bereishis 2) in the name of the chassid, Rabbi Yehudah Leib
Postner. He provides two interpretations of the passuk in
Tehillim (12, 2): 27X v121 Do21aR 198 95 120R 901 23 1 aynwi’-- give
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us new life, Hashem, for the devout (the “chassid”) is no
longer, for trustworthiness has disappeared from mankind.
According to his first interpretation, the passuk teaches us why
the devout, the chassid, has disappeared from the land. It is
because mankind—the branches—are not strong enough in
their faith. As a consequence, even the “chassid”—the devout
of the generation, their root and source of strength--will fall
from his position of preeminence. According to the second
interpretation, the opposite is true. “Give us new life, Hashem,
for the chassid is no longer”—ifthere is even the slightest flaw
in the chassid’s perception or devotion, it produces significant,
negative consequences in the branches—“trustworthiness
has disappeared from mankind.”

This principle also appears in Avodas Yisrael (Shemini)
in the name of his mentor the Maggid of Mezritsch, zy”a. He
addresses the passuk in Tehillim (37, 16): 1mnn 1% vyn aw”
"mvan mwywa—better is the little of the tzaddik than the
multitude of the wicked ones that is great. In other words,
the reason the tzaddik sometimes falls from his preeminence
(he is less good)--"am wvyn"—stems--"m¥an moywa P’ —
from the shortcomings and wrongdoings of the masses. The
opposite also holds true. When Yisrael increase and enhance
their service of Hashem, this influences the tzaddik as well; he,
too, rises to a higher level.

Let us embellish this thought. Why did HKB”H arrange things
such that Bnei Yisrael, analogous to branches, possess the power
to exert a negative influence on their leaders, the roots, in keeping
with the passuk: “’mam mywa pmnn prxh vyn 210"? We know
that in every generation, it is incumbent upon the tzaddikim to
exert a positive influence—with regards to the paths of Torah
and reverence—upon those who seek refuge and guidance in
their shadows. Now, if the people of their generation sin, chas
v’shalom, the responsibility rests on the shoulders of the leaders
to guide them back to the path of righteousness, as it is written
(Devarim 1, 13): "mo'wxa3 onwwyr"—I shall appoint them as
your heads. Rashi comments on that passuk: 1”1 qon DawRY”
119Y1 Ay 2y MY BT MWRAa N1TYR YR SY o nnwRy anty
"mawe 1775 onik—the word "onwyr is written here without
the letter “yud” (it is deficient) to inform us that the sins of
Yisrael rest on the heads of their judges; for, they should
have protested and guided them toward the proper path.

This, too, requires further explanation. How can the leaders
possibly know every time the people of their generation
transgress in order to urge them to perform sincere teshuvah?

o e » - — —
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After all, sinners tend to conceal their transgressions from
others. Thus, we can suggest that this is why HKB”H arranged
that the sins should have some minor effect on the root, as well;
the leader will also fall slightly from his elevated level. Sensing
his own personal descent in his service of Hashem, he will
understand that the people of his generation have sinned. This
will inspire him to perform teshuvah for the ruminations of sin
that he senses from the people of his generation; his kedushah
and his teshuvah will affect them—the branches; they, too, will
perform teshuvah wholeheartedly.

The Mishkan Symbolizes
the Kedushah of Moshe Rabeinu

This illuminates for us basis of the dispute between Betzalel
and Moshe Rabeinu. In reality, HKB”H instructed Moshe to
do precisely what Betzalel perceived: “Make Me a Mishkan,
an Aron and vessels.” HKB”H intentionally mentioned
the Mishkan first, so that its kedushah would surround and
permeate all of the vessels—the Aron, the menorah, the
shulchan and the mizbeiach. This order alluded to the kedushah
of Moshe Rabeinu, the root of the neshamos of Yisrael. He, like
the Mishkan, surrounded all of Yisrael and influenced them
with his kedushah.

Due to his extreme humility, however, Moshe felt that all
of his kedushah emanated from the congregation of Yisrael,
the virtual branches. Therefore, he thought that HKB”H most
certainly intended to have the Aron and vessels precede the
Mishkan, since the neshamos of Yisrael, who engage in Torah-
study and the service of Hashem, will influence him, the virtual
root, symbolized by the Mishkan, with their kedushah.

To allay Moshe’s misconception, Betzalel says to him:
“Moshe Rabeinu, , it is customary for a man to build a
house and then place vessels in it. Yet, you say to make Me
an Aron, vessels and a Mishkan. The vessels that I make,
where will I place them?” Without a doubt, the construction
of the Mishkan should precede the fashioning of the vessels.
Thus, Moshe, the analog of the Mishkan, will affect Yisrael,
the analog of the vessels, with his kedushah. After all, if the
branches do not receive kedushah from the root—to serve
Hashem properly and enthusiastically—where will they get it
from? He implied this to Moshe with the inquiry: “The vessels
that I make, where will I place them?” To which Moshe
conceded: “Perhaps, HKB”H said to you, ‘Make a Mishkan,
an Aron and vessels.”
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Now, the question posed above is no longer problematic.
When the Mishkan was disassembled after each journey in
the midbar, the vessels were covered and stored. For, after the
Mishkan had been erected and the vessels had been placed
inside it, they had been imbued with kedushah. Moshe Rabeinu
had imbued all of Yisrael with his extraordinary kedushah.
That kedushah remained even when the Mishkan and its
vessels were disassembled and transported, because they were
travelling together with Moshe and Yisrael.

“You were in the shadow of ‘El’ and knew” in the
Merit of Yaakov Avinu Who Was Called El

Following this line of reasoning, we will now clarify Moshe’s
remark to Betzalel: “Perhaps, you were in the shadow of G-d (‘EI"),
and that is how you knew.” Let us refer to a fascinating passage in
the Zohar hakadosh (Terumah 175b) related to the passuk (Shemos
26, 15): apy’ X1 X7 ,A¥PN YR NXPA 2 N*13n D°WAPR 103 11900 Nam»
«xvyw Rwp--“The middle bar between the beams will extend
from one end to the other” refers to Yaakov, the perfect, holy
one. Why is Yaakov Avinu associated with the middle bar that
extends from one end to the other?

A simple, straightforward explanation can be provided based
on the passuk (ibid. 26, 15): muw »xy 1owny mawapn nx nwyr
"prmay--“You shall make the beams of the Mishkan of shittim
wood, standing erect.” Rashi questions the significance of the
word “the beams”—indicating that these were not ordinary
beams but specific beams that had been designated for this
purpose. Yaakov Avinu planted these cedar trees in Mitzrayim.
When he was dying, he commanded his sons to take them out
with them when they departed Mitzrayim. He informed them
that that at some point in the future HKB”"H would command
them to build a Mishkan in the midbar from “shittim” trees. He
said, “Heed that you should have these trees ready and available
for that purpose.”

Shvilei Pinches

Thus, the Zohar hakadosh is teaching us that the kedushah
of Yaakov Avinu—who made a special effort to plant these
cedar trees in Mitzrayim—is the middle bar extending from one
end to the other between the beams that were made from those
trees that he planted in Mitzrayim.

Let us suggest an explanation for the association of Yaakov
Avinu with the beams of the Mishkan. As we have explained,
the Mishkan that surrounded all the sacred vessels symbolized
the root of the neshamos of Yisrael. We also know that Yaakov
Avinu, the elite of the Avos, was also the root of the neshamos
of all Yisrael. Therefore, he was privileged to father the twelve
heads of the shevatim that made up the congregation of Yisrael.
Hence, we are named after him, Bnei Yisrael—the children
of Yaakov, who was also named Yisrael. Therefore, it was
most fitting for him to be the middle bar of the Mishkan that
surrounded all the vessels with his kedushah. As explained the
vessels symbolized the various types of service of Yisrael, each
according to his temperament and madreigah.

Now, we have learned in the Gemara (Megillah 18a): wpw 1an”
NP 2t YT RPYD ORT ORI MR BN 19 RPN nNw DR apyey n7apn
SR CINTP T TYR AT 19 RPN RDR Y wpava appe 1 R DR apys
Uoxaws oy Where do we see that HKB”H called Yaakov “El”?
For it says (Bereishis 33, 20): “And He called him ‘El, the G-d of
Yisrael” ... Rather, interpret the passuk as follows: “And He
called Yaakov ‘El.”” Who called him “El"? “The G-d of Yisrael.”

Now, it appears that when Moshe realized that Betzalel
was correct, he attributed it to the kedushah of Yaakov Avinu,
This
prompted Moshe to say to Betzalel: ““Perhaps, you were in the
shadow of ‘El’, and that is how you knew.” In other words, the
reason you were able to perceive that it is proper to construct
the Mishkan first, the root, is due to the kedushah of Yaakov
Avinu, who was called “EL.” Since he is the root of the neshamos

symbolized by the middle bar between the beams.

of Yisrael, he is truly analogous to the Mishkan.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

ecause this Parsha focuses on donating to the

Mishkan, several Midrashim speak of people’s attitudes

towards money. One Midrash relates an incident with
R' Shimon bar Yochai’s Talmidim who, when seeing a former
Talmid become wealthy, wanted to follow his lead and leave
the yeshiva. R' Shimon offered them as much money as they
wanted but warned them that you either take the money in
this world or next.

It is common for people to live in one world (the Yeshiva
world, for example) and their mind lives in another world
(an interest in all that the world offers). The damage to
people’s level of satisfaction and self-esteem is significant. It
serves no purpose to live in two worlds at the same time.
(The same is true in many other areas in people’s lives. For
example, | know some people who are married but want
to live as if they’re not.) So, | want to share a way to look
at this.

If someone asked you what the five most important things
in the world are, you would probably list off value-based
items, such as religion, family, health, etc. If someone asked
you what five things you need most, the answer would
probably be money and other logistical needs. If someone
asked you what your more urgent needs are, it may be
money, vacation, etc. Finally, if | observed your actions, |
would be seeing a mixture of all of the above and many
things not included in any of your lists.

We are living a life where we live in one world and our mind
is in another.That never ends well. People should be honest
whether they are choosing Olam Hazeh or Olam Habah and
then live consistently. Once people are being intellectually
honest, they might as well choose a value-based life and
become wealthy, but, like R' Shimon’s Talmidim, save that
wealth for Olam Habah.

The Price We Pay For Needing Drama

words and tone. Sometimes the words she chooses

makes her feel the drama. Other times the drama
inside her causes her to select those words. Regardless
of the order, words and emotions feed off the other. She
wondered what prompted her to do this.

I was speaking to a friend who speaks with dramatic

| suggested the following theory. Some people utilize
emotion to validate that they have a purpose in life. Their
drama-filled existence testifies to themselves and to
others that their life is important. Their life is different
from others. ("Different" seems to be a badge of honor
to many people.) Their life is a challenge which means
that Hashem loves them, giving them challenges that
others don’t experience.All of this allows them to draw
attention to themselves.To those that lack self-esteem, all
attention is good attention.

Because of their need to constantly give their life (thereby

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

themselves) meaning, they have a subconscious need to
manufacture crises. They can do this in several ways.

1) They can take the mundane and exaggerate it,describing
it in magnified proportions. If they tripped, they could
describe the event as if they “almost killed themselves”
and then describe the multiple miracles that allow them
to stand in front of whomever is willing to listen to them.

In addition to exaggerating it, they can describe it
accurately and get the same “high”” by choosing their
words carefully to support their agenda. They didn’t just
break a cup, they shattered it.The person didn’t disappoint
them. He or she was disloyal. What may appear to be
an appreciation of the English language is a subtle act of
holding reality hostage to their agenda.

2) They can make up stories from scratch. Every person
is described as a “Macher” looking to infiltrate their lives
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in order to sabotage it. No one is sincere; everyone is
suspect. It’s important to know that they may even be
right sometimes. Nevertheless, their need to hone into
these suspicions is still unhealthy, mostly fabricated, and
causes more damage than it solves.

3) Even worse, they can sabotage their lives to ensure
they have drama.They press people’s buttons to alienate
them to be able to lament that “whenever something
seems to work out, it just doesn’t”. Such people are often
described as being a magnet to drama and they are.

If this sounds familiar, here are three things to
consider before correcting what has become a cycle of
disappointment.

I) The first thing to remember is that no one is targeted
by others, or by Hashem, as much as they would like
to believe. Instead, there is a logical
explanation why things don’t work
out for some people. Speak to
others and find out what it is about
your life. In most cases, it is personal
choices and, very often, intangible
ones that are easy to deny. What
you may find out is that the only one
truly targeting you is you.

2) Get used to allowing things to

be middle of the road. Something

can be inconvenient but it doesn’t have to be bad. It can
be bad and it doesn’t have to be “so bad you wouldn’t
believe what happened”.The proper balance of emotion
and words is itself calming.

| know someone that refuses to allow any incident to be
mundane. She spilled hot oil while cooking and that can
cause second degree burns. She insisted on describing
how she could have died.When she began describing the
incident, | had empathy. Once she began describing that
she could have died, it went from a sad life experience
to a tale that precariously hangs between reality and
fiction. | am sure some have died from oil burns in their
kitchens but those examples are few and far between
and should not be used to describe as being a harrowing
experience of life and death what thousands of people
have experienced, placed medicine on their burns, and
moved on.

3) Many people aren’t comfortable with themselves.

"To those that Lack.
salf~estzem, all
Attention is 900@(
Attention.”

They can’t tolerate the quiet when they are alone in
the car. They are completely uncomfortable being a
“host” to their own company and are afraid to make
conversation with themselves. They look for a diversion
and, for example, will put the radio on even if there is
nothing that interests them. They need noise to distract
themselves from themselves. Creating drama is similar to
the radio except that the drama is a radio on the highest
volume possible.

One of the biggest challenges in digging ourselves out
of negative habits is that it often requires more than a
focus on the negative habit itself. In general, the habit is
a symptom. Solving symptoms never corrects the roots.
Therefore, there is always more personal work than we
imagine.

I) People that require drama should focus on their self-
esteemAsyour self-esteemincreases,
you will be more comfortable with
your life as it truly is and you won’t
require inserting drama into it to
feel good or distracted.

2) Drama-loving people must
become comfortable with their lives
working out. When things seem to
be working out, embrace it; don’t
chase it away. Of course, the first
step is to be mindful that you may
be doing just that.

While this sounds bizarre, it’s true. Some people can’t
handle success. It’s unknown territory and makes them
uncomfortable. It begins as a small itch until it becomes an
unbearable discomfort causing them to, with the subtlest
of nuances, sabotage everything that is precious to them.

3) Finally, and this may be the most difficult challenge
of them all, you must appreciate that it’s possible to be
happy, that it exists in other people's lives and that, with
a little effort, being genuinely happy can be your norm.

The awareness that happiness, even in a mundane
existence, is possible should motivate them throughout
the process of transforming into a person who enjoys
their own company, feels accomplished, and is happy to
wake up in the morning without any specific reason to.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #24
Chochmah from Alef and Bais
By David Gurwitz

We ended last week’s article with the thought
that moving backwards from the end of the
Alef-Bais - from sof to alef - forms the word
Tishrei (sof, shin, reish and yud), when we
actually begin our descent into fall and winter.
In the aviv, spring, when we proceed alef to
bais in the word aviv, we “spring” into
renewal, just as the natural world springs into
life. The “direction” of the letters in the words
also teach us about the meaning of the word
as well. No other language but Lashon
Hakodesh has such chochmah to teach us in
SO many ways.

This is one example of what we can learn from
our Shabbos study of the last posuk in
Tehillim 107: “"Mi chochom veyishmar eileh
veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is
wise, let him note these things and they will
understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”
However, as we have mentioned before, when
we reach the time to say this kappitel on
Friday night, it is difficult - no, it is impossible
- to find the time to actually apply this
directive of chochmah, chesed, shmirah and
binah so quickly. Therefore, this series is
designed to allow us to, perhaps, anticipate,
during the week, that moment when we say
this posuk, and feel that we have, perhaps,
worked on using our chochmah and binah and
looking for chochmah and binah to further our
appreciation of Hashem’s chesed.

The Gemara in Maseches Menachos (29b)
states that the World to Come was created
with a yud and this world was created with a
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hey. This reflects chochmah and binah, initial
thought and processing.

Therefore, it is not surprising that chochmah
and binah are found in the very letters of alef
and bais. How do we see this? The alef is
made up of two yuds and a vov. Rabbi
Mattisyahu Glazerson, my first teacher in
gematrios, and a prolific thinker and
publisher, explains in Letters of Fire why the
yud symbolizes chochmah. Aluf binah literally
means teaching understanding. The mispar
koton of the word chochmah - whose value is
73 -is 7 and 3, or 10, which is the same as
the value of the letter yud. Rabbi Glazerson
also states that chochmah and the letter yud
indicate humility, since chochmah can be
broken into koach mah, the power of what, or
the power of humility. In addition, quoting
from Sefer Iyov, which states, “From where
can you find chochmah,” he explains that the
word "mej‘ayin, from where,” also means from
nothingness. Wisdom comes from humility.

It is interesting that both Tishrei and aviv
share the letter yud. They both share trying to
get rid of the arrogance of chometz and the
evil influence. Be‘ezras Hashem, we will
explore this further as we approach Pesach.

Let’s begin to look at some more aspects of
the Alef-Bais.

First, in kappitel 145, the first word, Ashrei,
begins with an alef. Ashrei is also the word
that begins all of Tehillim, and kappitel 145
contains 150 words, hinting at the 150

OO



kappitlach in Dovid Hamelech's Sefer Tehillim.
It then proceeds in the order of the Alef-Bais,
without using the letter nun, signifying nofel,
to fall. It begins as follows: “Ashrei yoshvei
veisecha - Happy are the dwellers in Your
house.”

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ points out
that yoshvei veisecha does not mean one who
merely “dwells in Hashem'’s house,” since, in
that case, the verse would say beveisecha.
Rather, it means a person who lives his
everyday life in the House of Hashem,
wherever he goes, with an “underlying
recognition of Hashem’s Presence and a
perspective formed around Hashem’s
expectations of him (Rav Schwab on Prayer,
ArtScroll, page 168).

Ashrei also begins with an alef and ends with
a yud, signifying chochmah on both ends in its
meaning and mandate - per Rav Hirsch - to be
forward striving and positive.

Second, the Maharal of Prague explains (from
Emerging Patterns by Rabbi Yaacov
Rosenblatt) that the Torah literally means
instruction. Therefore, Hashem is teaching us
how to live in this world via the Torah.
Everything we need in the gashmi and ruchni
worlds is in the Torah. The alef represents
unity and oneness. The bais represents
expansion and multiplicity. The Torah begins
with a bais. The number of the first page of
every masechta in Shas is bais. The
Yerushalmi in Chagigah (2b) says that bais
represents bracha, from the word berach, a
spring, and the letters bais, reish and chof
each represent a multiple of two. Why, then,
asks the Maharal, does the Torah begin with a
bais, while the Aseres Hadibros begin with an
alef?

He answers that the Torah begins with
bereishis. There was only Hashem in the
beginning, and, yet, He created a world to
look like it has many aspects, so it is a story
of adding, expanding and multiplying, like the
letter bais. However, the 613 mitzvos are
alluded to in the Aseres Hadibros, per Rav
Sadya Gaon (Rashi, Shemos 24:12).
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Therefore, we can combine these two ideas of
Alef-Bais as follows: The Torah, beginning
with a bais, represents a metaphysical
structure, a bayis if you will, that Hashem
teaches to have us put the hidden singular
echad into a diverse bais world. Rabbi
Rosenblatt explains that "structure gives
singularity to a multiplicity.” The bais expands
the alef and allows many seemingly disparate
parts to work.

That is why the Aseres Hadibros start with an
alef. They represent the actions of the whole
Torah, following its structure that it gives to
the world by beginning with a bais, like a base
or foundation. That also explains why the
Aseres Hadibros, representing the spirituality
of Torah, had to be said all at once and had to
be given on Shabbos, in the desert, on the
days and places of least physicality.

The Maharal adds that the Aseres Hadibros
are represented by the letter yud, which is a
single dot, and an entity without parts. It
can’t be broken down as other letters. As we
said above, the mispar koton of 10 is 1. This
connects to bereishis in that all of creation is a
continuation of firsts, made to look like there
was no first. This is the goal and purpose that
Hashem gave creation. We have to find all
this ourselves.

Here is another example of chochmah,
seeing that from 1 to 73 add up to 2,701,
whose mispar koton is also 10. The end is
contained in the beginning: "Who is wise? He
who learns from everyone and sees the
outcomes early, who sees the future from
the present.”

We end at his point with the fascinating
observation that the sum of the value of all
the twenty-two letters is 1,495, whose
mispar koton is also 10. The entire Alef-Bais,
not just the first two letters, combine to
show an additional aspect of chochmah. As
we say in Tehillim 104, “"Borchi nafshi - How
abundant are Your works, Hashem, with
wisdom you made them all, the earth is full
of your possessions.”

David
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You must not kindle a fire in all your dwelling places on the day of
Shabbos. (35:3)

Chazal (Shabbos 70a) debate the reason for the singling
out of meleches havarah, kindling a fire, on Shabbos. Some say I'laav
yatzah, it is singled out to teach a negative precept, (lo saaseh) that
one who lights a fire is subject to the death penalty, kares, Heavenly
excision, or bringing a sin-offering — as is the law regarding any other
one of the avos melachos, 39 primary categories of labour
prohibited on Shabbos. The other position vis-a-vis havarah is
I'chalek yatzas, it was singled out to separate the melachos of
Shabbos. This means: If one, out of ignorance, transgresses the
various major labours on Shabbos, they are considered separate,
distinct and unrelated. Thus, he must bring a separate Korban
Chatas, sin-offering, for each and every melachah. This is in contrast
to when one commits the same melachah over and over again, in
which case he brings only one korban.

This is the third instance that Shabbos is mentioned in
Sefer Shemos. First, in the Aseres HaDibros, Ten Commandments,
“You must not do any work... (on Shabbos)” (Shemos 20:10). Second,
in Parashas Ki Sisa (Shemos 31:14), “You shall preserve the
Shabbos... for whoever does work on it, shall be cut off from the
midst of the people.”

Horav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro, zI, writes that he heard from
the Brisker Rav, zI, that these citations concerning the prohibition of
Shabbos follow a specific sequence. In the Aseres HaDibros, the
Torah begins by introducing the concept of Shabbos. It follows up in
Parashas Ki Sisa with an exhortation concerning the punishment
(sekillah, stoning, or kares) for one who desecrates Shabbos. Last,
once the Torah teaches the concept of Shabbos, then follows up
with its punishment, it can now distinguish between havarah, a lo
saaseh, which incurs punishment, and a I’chalek, which teaches that
melachos are separated. The Rosh Yeshivah noted the Brisker Rav’s
brevity, making a comment (which is laden with commentary)
allowing for it to sink into the listener’s mind — and moving on.

At another occasion (Rav Moshe Shmuel reminisces), the
Rav spoke at the bar mitzvah of his son, Horav Meir, zI, which was
attended by Horav Isser Zalmen Meltzer, zI. The Brisker Rav held
forth concerning the nusach ha’Tefillah, text of the siddur, Shabbos
Shacharis: V’chein kasuv b’sorasecha, v’shomru Bnei Yisrael es
ha’Shabbos... bris olam; “It is written in your Torah Bnei Yisrael will
guard the Shabbos... (to make Shabbos) an eternal covenant (for all
their generations). He asked why Chazal selected this pasuk rather
than any other pasuk relating to the mitzvah of Shabbos. He
explained that it follows the statement (in Shemoneh Esrai) that
relates to Moshe Rabbeinu’s descending Har Sinai with the Luchos,
upon which were engraved the mitzvah of Shabbos. It is well-known
that Hashem gave the Luchos as a covenant between Hashem and
the Jewish People. Thus, every mitzvah engraved on the Luchos
retains “covenant status.” Likewise, Shabbos is a covenantal mitzvah.
Therefore, the nusach, version, of the Shemoneh Esrai follows with a
pasuk that addresses Shabbos as an eternal covenant.

This was the gist of the Brisker Rav’s remarks at his son’s
bar mitzvah — rendered in the presence of the senior Rosh Yeshivah

in Eretz Yisrael, Rav Isser Zalmen Meltzer. Once again, the Rav was
succinct and brief, making his statement and allowing for it to be
absorbed in its unembellished, almost abrupt form.

Rav Moshe Shmuel explains that was the Brisker Rav’s
approach to speaking (veritably to everything). He spoke the truth in
its unvarnished form. What can one add to the truth? On the
contrary, the more one speaks, the more he detracts from the truth.
The more one repeats himself, the more he is likely to give the
impression that what he says requires qualification. Truth needs no
qualification. It is an absolute, and, as such, is pristine in its brevity.

Horav Koppel Reich, zl, Rav of Budapest for over half a
century and leader of Hungarian Orthodox Jewry, was a prolific
orator, a brilliant talmid chacham, Torah scholar; his message was
profound, his oratory dynamic and compelling. Nonetheless, he
never spoke without first preparing. Regardless of the audience, he
spoke only after having reviewed in his mind and collected his
thoughts in such a manner that his words would have the greatest
efficacy. One day, prior to a bar-mitzvah celebration in which he was
scheduled to speak, his grandson observed him pacing back and
forth in his study speaking to himself. “Zayde, what are you doing?”
the young man asked. “I am preparing my drashah, speech.” “Zayde,
over the years you must have delivered hundreds of drashos. Do you
still need to prepare your speech?” Rav Koppel’s reply should serve
as guidance for every speaker, “I am not preparing what to say — but
what not to say!” Redundancy, repeating phrases and words, while,
at times used for the purpose of emphasising an idea, is more often
an indication that the speaker is concealing something. He may be
struggling to gather his thoughts or trying to convince the listener to
accept his deception. Someone who is sure of himself and what he
has to say need not be verbose.
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Every many whose head inspired him came... the men came with the
women... every man with whom was found... all the women whose
hearts inspired them. (35:21,22,23,26)

Horav Yeshaya Pik, zI, posits that these pesukim address
four types of donors. (Charitable donations usually fall under the
rubric of these four circumstances.) Some men/husbands will not
donate before going home and speaking it over with their wives.
This type of husband is in a situation in which their bank accounts
are joint, and his wife has a dominant role in the home (as it should
be). Therefore, whatever money goes out must have her
acquiescence. Concerning this type of man, the Torah writes: “The
men came with the women.” These men had their wives’ consent.
Next is the man who knows that he will never receive his wife’s
compliance. Whatever he does has to be behind her back, from a
secret cache of funds. Regarding him, the Torah writes, “every man
with whom was found.” He kept some money for himself, so that he
could contribute to tzedakah.”

The next fellow is he who is not dependent upon his wife’s
permission. He either has sufficient funds to act on his own or his
wife is of the same mind and/or trusts her husband’s decisions. He is
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the one concerning whom the Torah writes, “Every man whose heart
inspired him came.” Last is the woman who has access to her own
funds, who does not require her husband’s involvement in her
monetary decisions. Her husband respects her ability to make
financial decisions and is, thus, in complete accord with her
donations.

Interestingly, if we peruse the sequence of pesukim, the
one who gives freely with his money — and either does not have to
consult his wife or she is likeminded and in agreement with his
decisions — is listed first among the donors. He can write a cheque
immediately, since no hassle will occur concerning his contributions.
Next comes the husband who has to check with his wife just to make
sure that she agrees with him, followed by the poor fellow who has
to donate surreptitiously behind his wife’s back. The last case is the
wife who gives freely of her own volition, either because she has her
own funds or because her husband respects her decisions. Why is
she last? | would think that she would be second — right after the
husband who is in control of his cheque book. Perhaps, it is
specifically because she is so circumspect and careful that she has
earned her husband’s respect concerning monetary decisions. Thus,
she is last, because she takes her time to render each decision.

977 32 MIN 32 DR awa ' RP IR

See, Hashem has proclaimed by name, Betzalel, ben Uri, ben Chur.
(35:30)

It was necessary for Moshe Rabbeinu to announce that
Hashem had selected Betzalel, his sister’s grandson, to be the
Mishkan’s chief artisan. As a result, the usual malcontents, who
derive their greatest pleasure from finding fault and expressing their
dissatisfaction, should be aware that it was Hashem’s decision — not
Moshe’s. Why was Betzalel selected for this august position? Chazal
(Tanchuma Vayakhel 4) explain that Hashem wanted to reward
Betzalel’s grandfather, Chur, who had given up his life Al Kiddush
Hashem when he stood up to the sinners that committed idol
worship with the Golden Calf. Hailing from the tribe of Yehudah,
religious devotion was part of the tribe’s DNA. Nachshon ben
Aminadav had been the first to enter the Red Sea. Chur’s father,
Calev ben Yefuneh, stood up to the meraglim, spies. Indeed, David
Hamelech descends from the tribe of Yehudah. Thus, Chur’s
selection brings the construction of the Bais Hamikdash full circle.
The Jews gave gold in order to create the Golden Calf, which was the
catalyst that led to Chur’s murder. Now, they were giving gold to
make the Mishkan which Betzalel, Chur’s grandson, would construct,
so that the Mishkan could atone for the Golden Calf and — by
extension — in some way expiate Chur’s murder. We now know the
identities of Chur and Betzalel. Who was Uri, and what role did he
play in this story?

Simply, we might suggest that Uri was the necessary link
between Chur and Betzalel. The lesson is: Not all of us are destined
to have prestigious positions, illustrious pedigrees, change the
world. Some of us are “links” in order to serve as the generational
conduit to transmit the legacy that we received from our parents to
our children. We are just as vital as the ones who have the positions
and the pedigrees, because, without the link, the pedigree is
irrelevant. | think if we delve deeper into “Uri, the father,” however,
we might suggest that, without Uri, Betzalel might not have been
able to function in his new role. Imagine Betzalel being told to
construct the edifice that would atone for the Golden Calf that was
the antecedent to his grandfather’s murder. He probably looked at
his father for advice. Apparently, his father “intimated” that he, too,
had watched in horror as his father was murdered by the idol-
worshipping revellers. By inference, he sanctioned Betzalel’s
participation. In other words, Uri quite possibly was the one who
enabled the Mishkan’s construction via his son.

Not all fathers are dynamic; not all rebbeim are dynamic.
Some are “just” hardworking, devoted, sincere, authentic human
beings, who are conscientious, compassionate — who educate with
love. That is how a community nourishes a Betzalel to distinction.

PARASHAS PEKUDEI
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And Moshe blessed them. (39:43)

Rashi teaches that Moshe Rabbeinu’s blessing was: “Yehi
ratzon, May it be His will that the Shechinah rest on the work of your
hands; Vihi noam, May the pleasantness of our G-d be upon us.”
What greater blessing can there be than knowing that Hashem’s
Shechinah, His Divine Presence, rests upon his work? One can have
no greater prize than having the Divine Presence crown his finished
product. How did the people warrant such an extraordinary
blessing? They were sincere in their contributing. Their donations —
whether it was their best material or themselves — was all I'shem
Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven. There was no “self” involved. It
was all for Hashem. When one’s intentions are pure, he is blessed.

Growing up in Antwerp, Belgium, prior to World War II,
“Chaim” purchased a parcel of land in Bnei Brak. When the winds of
war were beginning to blow, he, like many of his co-religionists, fled
to France. It did not take long before the accursed Nazis moved their
war machine through Western Europe reaching France. Those Jews
who were fortunate to escape, found safe haven in other countries.
This Jew from Antwerp was able to escape to Portugal where he
rebuilt his life — unfortunately, not in accordance with Torah dictate.
The Jewish community was small, comprised now primarily of
refugees. They were in a country that, at best, tolerated their Jewish
immigrants. The best way to earn a living and raise a family was to
acculturate and eventually assimilate.

Once one begins to descend into the abyss, he free-falls
quickly. Chaim soon forgot his religious upbringing. He eliminated
Shabbos and kashrus, together with davening and Tefillin. To add
insult to injury, he married out of the faith. His heirs were now
goyim, as well. He invested in a small fish business, which, over time,
grew into a large successful enterprise. Now, years later, he was a
wealthy Portuguese citizen who happened to have a biological
Jewish pedigree.

Let us now return to Bnei Brak where Chaim had purchased
a parcel of land. Since he had not laid claim to it his real estate
purchase, according to Israeli law, it was up to the first person who
claimed it. Two Torah organisations debated over its ownership, with
each claiming that his organisation had been there first. Back and
forth, they presented their litigation before the judge, who now had
access to Chaim’s deed on the property. Apparently, this property
belonged to a Belgium Jew who had purchased it in 1935.

We return to Portugal where Chaim became interested in a
small abandoned shul situated in the suburb where he lived. This
shul was built prior to the Inquisition, making it approximately 500
years old. He decided to do one good thing with his now defunct
spiritual life: rebuild the shul. Having been made aware of the
litigation that was going on in Bnei Brak, he decided that he would
use the proceeds of that sale (the money paid by whichever
institution was prepared to pay his asking price) to rebuild the shul.
This came as a surprise to the members of the Jewish community
who were well aware of his hefty financial portfolio. Why use the
funds generated by his sale of land in Bnei Brak? He explained that
he had once been a devout Jew, wholly committed to Torah study
and mitzvah observance. It was during that period in his life when he
felt that his relationship with Hashem was satisfactory. He was
acting in consonance with Hashem’s commands. Once the war
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ravaged European Jewry, it took its toll on his spiritual demeanour,
as well. He had, over the years, distanced himself from Hashem, and
he had profited financially from his decision to renege his spiritual
affiliation with Judaism. While he felt strongly about his Jewishness,
he acknowledged that his conduct in the spiritual arena was less-
than-acceptable. As such, he wanted to designate those funds
earned from monies he spent while his commitment to religious
observance was unambiguous to be used to rebuild the synagogue.

We should neither judge nor fault our Jewish brothers and
sisters who do not practice as we do. Some never had access to a
Jewish education; others grew up at a time or in a place where
religious observance was a difficult, almost insurmountable,
challenge. Some suffered more than the average human body or
mind can endure. Whatever their reason, they still know and
acknowledge their ancestry. They just have a different way of
expressing it.

7Y DAR 12WR DR 2PN WINY AR PR WINT ava

On the first day of the first month, you should set up the Mishkan of
the Ohel Moed. (40:2)

Chazal (Midrash Tanchuma, Pikudei 11) teach that the
construction of the Mishkan was completed within three months.
Tishrei, Mar Cheshvan, Kislev. The people did not set up, however,
until Rosh Chodesh Nissan, because Hashem wanted the festivities
surrounding the erection of the Mishkan to be combined with the
celebration of the birth of Yitzchak Avinu. What is there about
Yitzchak Avinu’s birth, his entrance into the world, connects with the
Mishkan? How do these two celebrations mesh, and what is the
message for us?

Let us focus on Yitzchak’s name, it source and what it
represents vis-a-vis our nation. The angels appeared before Avraham
Avinu with the Heavenly message: “You will have a son!” Sarah
Imeinu overheard and reacted with “laughter”/incredulity. When
Yitzchak was born, Sarah said, Tzchok asah li Elokim, kol ha’shomea
yitzachak li, “G-d has made laughter for me, all that will hear will
laugh for me” (Bereishis 21:6). As a result of this laughter (earlier,
when Hashem had informed Avraham of the impending birth of
Yitzchak, he, too, had laughed), the child was named Yitzchak.
Nothing about having a baby is mirthful — especially amid such
miraculous circumstances. Furthermore, it seems strange — almost
incongruous — that the Patriarch who exemplifies Middas HaDin, the
Attribute of Strict Justice, and the middah of Gevurah, strength,
would be give a name based upon a parent’s reaction to the
absurdity of his birth.

Indeed, Horav S. R. Hirsch, zl, observes that the term
“yitzachak” (kol ha’shomea yitzachak li) sounds like a combination of
the kal, simple pure conjugation, and piel, intensive conjugation of
the verb, tzchok. In the kal, tzchok bespeaks a natural, almost
involuntary, laughter, which we are unable to control due to the
absurdity we face. Tzachek, in the piel form, alludes to the
intentional mocking laughter, through which we jeer at the
incongruity between the intention/plan and the act, between the
desire and the achievement. Two words tzchok and tzachek, which
seem to be pulling in different directions — one involuntary laughter,
the other purposeful mockery.

Avraham and Sarah lived a life in which they swam against
the tide of world opinion and culture. This “elderly couple” even
believed that their work would continue with the “heir” to their
legacy. How absurd! Can we really believe anyone for involuntary
smirking — even laughter? There will always be the contemptuous
scoundrels who secure their high from mockery and jeering others.
At the end of the day, conceiving, giving birth, and raising Yitzchak to
follow in their footsteps and continue their noble legacy were really
implausible and given somewhat to catalyse laughter. When we take

into consideration that Yitzchak advanced to Patriarchal status as a
result of the Akeidah, binding, this was a moment that personified
Din, Strict Justice, at its apex. This was certainly no laughing matter.
Indeed, what an idiosyncratic name for such a serious Patriarch.

Laughter is a natural response to the absurd, to that which
is incongruous. The greater the absurdity, the more pronounced the
incongruity, the more conspicuous the paradox, the more one is
inclined towards an expression of amusement. Yitzchak’s birth was
preposterous and outlandish, thus, Sarah was moved to laughter.
Hers was a laughter of incredulity, of surprise and almost shock.

The Akeidas Yitzchak went against all rationale. After finally
producing a son who would carry on his legacy, Avraham was
commanded to slaughter him. Nothing within the realm of cogency
can rationalise the Akeidah — other than this is the way a Jew lives.
We do not demand “fair,” or cogent. Our conviction remains firm,
even when the irrational confronts us. We live by the will of Hashem.
What matters most in life is how one lives it. If his life conforms with
Hashem’s will —then he has lived. If he lives against Hashem’s Will —
that is absurd!

The world laughs at us. They mock us with derision and
ridicule. Their laughter hails back to Yitzchak. They laughed at his
conception, his birth, his binding at the Akeidah. Our presence in the
world after all these years of persecution is absurd. Now, who is
laughing? They have tried countless times to destroy us, but we are
here. Is anything more unimaginable than our existence? Nothing is
inconceivable before Hashem, because, when He does something —
it is real; it is in order; it is appropriate; it is congruous. He —and only
He — determines what is absurd. So the world can foolishly laugh.
We, however, laugh back. Yitzchak laughs. Our nation laughs.

We now understand why Hashem wanted the celebration
of the Mishkan to coincide with Yitzchak’s “birthday.” Our nation has
been bereft of its Bais Hamikdash for over 2,000 years. Our
Mikdash/Mishkan, our Sanctuary, is no longer with us. We have
been the focus of much derision during our exile. Hashem tells us:
“Do not worry, you will yet laugh at the world, when the
Mishkan/Mikdash is rebuilt.” Yes, we will laugh!

Va’ani Tefillah

TRY DRI 9 By why
Aleinu v’al Kol Yisrael Amecha.
Upon us and upon all of Yisrael, Your People

“Upon us” refers to those present in the congregation in
which we are praying. We pray that this blessing of peace extend
outward to Jews all over. Kol Yisrael, “All of Yisrael, Your People.”
Amcha; “Your People” explains Horav Avigdor Miller, zl, is a
derivative of Imcha, “With You,” those loyal to You. Am Yisrael and
Bnei Yisrael have diverse translations, with Am focusing on loyalty
and subservience, and Bnei, as in ben, son/child, disregarding loyalty
and focusing on patience.

We immediately follow up Amcha with barcheinu Avinu —
“Bless us, Father,” a term which, by its very nature, includes all in the
“family.” A father is father to all his children — even if one of them
slips away. He remains part of the family. Thus, | think the blessing
implies that we are unique as a nation, since we are a nation built
upon family and pedigree. So, if one is in the “family,” he is part of
the “nation.”

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info |
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“These are the reckonings
of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of Testimony,
which were reckoned at Moshe’s bidding. The
labor of the Leviyim was under the authority
of Isamar, the son of Aharon Hakohen.” Why
does the Posuk repeat the word, “pwn” as it
says, “pwn pwnn o nIR?7

Counting can ruin any potential
Brocha that would have come to that which
was counted. If so, how was there a counting
of the Mishkan, as the Posuk says, “ Ti7o n'7x
pwnn?” The counting in the Mishkan did not
cause any harm to anything in the Mishkan,
for the Torah explicitly tells us that the
counting was done, “nwn ' 7” — through the
mouth of Moshe Rabbeinu. Chazal tell us that
the Shechina spoke from the throat of Moshe
Rabbeinu, and thus the counting was done
through the Shechina. Yuma 22b — it says on
the Posuk in Hoshea 2:1 “x2w' 12 1900 ni” -
that the counting of Klal Yisroel was nmw 112,
and that type of counting does not cause any
harm. Here too, being that the counting was
done, “nwn '9 7v” — which was as if it was from
Shomayim, being that the Shechina spoke
from Moshe’s throat, it did not cause any
harm. (n wx )

The Zohar Hakodosh in 221b says
that at the time the Mishkan was being built
in this world, there was a Mishkan being built
in Shomayim. Moshe Rabbeinu needed to be
Mispalel when they were counting the
materials down here in this world so that there
should be Brocha in it. Moshe Rabbeinu was
Mispalel that there should be much Brocha in
everything that they were doing with the
Mishkan, but the Brocha could not have an
effect until he connected the Brocha of the
Mishkan down in this world, with the Mishkan
Above. It was only Moshe Rabbeinu who had
the ability to connect the Mishkan in this
world and the world Above. Hence the Posuk
stresses, “Nun '@ 7y TP9 WK’ — it was counted
by Moshe — he gave the Brocha that there
should be no harm, and it was only he who
could do it, for he knew how to connect the
Mishkan down here with the Mishkan Above.
“pwnin 19 n7X” — This is the reckoning of the
Mishkan. And if you will ask — but we say
regarding anything that is counted that
Brocha does not rest upon it, to that the Posuk
answers, “NIvn pwn” — the Mishkan down
here is connected to the nitvn pwn, the
Mishkan from Above, “Tpi9 "X’ — that was
remembered — from the Loshon of, “ nx Tj79 "I
N’ and “DdONX MO TIP9” — meaning that
because the Mishkan Above was connected

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

Harmless Counting

with the one below, it was able to be counted
and Brocha still rested upon it. Another
explanation of the word, “Tj79” is from a Loshon
of 779, connecting and safekeeping
something. So too here, that the Mishkan
below needed to be connected to the Mishkan
Above, “nun 9 " — through the Tefilah of
Moshe Rabbeinu. ('n qor* Tiy)

It says in 25:9 “nxn X WX DD
Iwyn pr.anix” — Menochos 29a — Hakodosh
Boruch Hu showed Moshe Rabbeinu the
Mishkan in fire for him to see what it was
This Mishkan of fire
that the Gemara says was shown to Moshe
was the Mishkan that was in Shomayim, and
that Klal Yisroel were supposed to replicate
that Mishkan and build that down here. When
the Mishkan was built down here, the
Mishkan Above was in a sense to be morphed
into the Mishkan down here — so that the
Mishkan down here
Kedusha, similar to the one Above.

supposed to look like.

would have great
Le’asid
Lavo, when we will be Zoche to the final Bais
Hamikdash, it will come down from Shomayim
in fire. We will not seek to replicate it and
bring in the Kedusha from the one Above, but
we will be Zoche to have that Bais Hamikdash
with all of its Kedusha. The Posuk says,
“pwn ,pwn” — there is a double Loshon to tell
us that the Mishkan that was built down here
was as if the Mishkan from Above was within
the Mishkan down here. (90w "nn)

Rashi says that the Torah says the
word, “|pwn” twice as an allusion to the Bais
Hamikdash which was taken as collateral —
the two destructions due to the sins of Klal
Yisroel. Devorim 24:6 “w91 > 2571 0'N1 720* X7
2an XIn” — One shall not take a lower or upper
millstone as a pledge, for he would be taking a
life as a pledge. Bava Metzia 116a — While the
Posuk says that one shall not take a millstone
as a pledge, it includes anything which
provides sustenance for a person. One shall
not take such a pledge, for by doing so you will
The Medrash
Tanchuma in Parshas Acharei Mos says that
from the Mikdash, through the Avodah and
the Tefilos of Klal Yisroel, they were sustained
for all of the days of the year. The Medrash in
Vayikra Rabbah 35:3 says that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu heeds everything stated in the
Torah. If so, being that the tool with which
Klal Yisroel received their sustenance was
with the Mikdash, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu
should not have taken them as pledges, as
Rashi tells us He did. Why did Hakodosh
Boruch Hu take the Batei Mikdoshos away
from us as collateral? Rashi in Mishpatim
23:20 says that there is a Bais Hamikdash in
Shomayim which corresponds to the Bais
Hamikdash below in this world. The Zohar

be in essence taking his life.
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Hakodosh says that here the Posuk says
Mishkan twice, for one is a reference to the
Mishkan down here, and one Above. We need
to understand why we need to have two, one
Above and one below? Hakodosh Boruch Hu
prepared a Mikdash Above so that if Chas
V’sholom Klal Yisroel sin, and thereby sully
the Mikdash, it can still be destroyed, yet Klal
Yisroel would still have a tool to receive their
sustenance, from the Mikdash Above -—
through their Tefilos which reach the
Heavens. The Gemara in Brochos 6b says that
Tefilah stands at the pinnacle of the world, for
it reaches all the way to the heavens. Being
that Klal Yisroel are always left with a tool for
sustenance, Hakodosh Boruch Hu can Chas
V’sholom take the Mikdoshos down here as
collateral. With this understanding, we can
explain the words on Rashi in Meseches
Sukkah 41a that Le’asid Lavo Hakodosh
Boruch Hu is going to bring down the Mikdash
from Shomayim. Why does Rashi say that we
need it to come down from Shomayim, why
can’t we build the third Bais Hamikdash like
we did the first two? Le’asid Lavo, the Yetzer
Hara is going to be nullified and we will live in
a pure and holy world, a world without sin.
Being that there will no longer be sins, we no
longer need to have a Mikdash Above so that
we always have a tool for Tefilah, because
being that there will no longer be sin, the Bais
Hamikdash down here will never be destroyed.
There will no longer be a need to have that
Mikdash in Shomayim, thus it will come down
to this world. (1372 xwY)

There is not one pwn, but there are
two: One in Shomayim, and one corresponding
to that which is in Shomayim, down here in
this world. Hakodosh Boruch Hu is so good to
us, and He keeps everything in good condition
for us. What does that mean? How does He do
so? He keeps a Mishkan up in Shomayim that
is pure and holy, one that we cannot sully with
our sins. Due to our sins, our holy Batei
Mikdoshos were destroyed. One could Chas
V’sholom think that we lost a way to connect
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu due to the lack of a
Mikdash. However, the Torah is telling us
that there is a still a way for us to connect to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for there is a pure and
holy Mikdash in Shomayim. If we Daven and
learn Torah with Kavanah, it goes up through
the Mikdash in Shomayim, and reaches
directly to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This brings
us closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. We must
yearn for the day that we are Zoche for that
pure and holy Bais Hamikdash to come down
to this world, so that we can have direct access

to it. May we be Zoche to see the Bais

Hamikdash of fire, the Bais Hamikdash from
Above, nx 12 n1nna!
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This issue is dedicated I’illui nishmas
Avidan Michael ben Dovid Yosef

HaKohain Gantshar
. Our hearts are broken but we

know that Hashem welcomed him

with open arms.

(And Rabbi Friedman was surely there

to greet him as well.)
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Rosh Chodesh is Sunday
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Parshas  HaChodesh recalls  the
conversation Hashem had with Moshe
and Aharon when He showed them the
form of the new moon and gave the
Jewish  People their first national
mitzvah, that of Kiddush HaChodesh,
renewing the month and establishing
Rosh Chodesh based on testimony.
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Though the Torah calls the sun and the
moon “the two great luminaries,” the
sun is larger and has light of its own
while the moon is smaller and reflects
the sun’s light.

While the sun remains “whole”
constantly, the moon appears to shrink
and then grow again. This is the
message Hashem sends to the Jewish
People, that there is always opportunity
for Teshuva, repentance, and a new
start.

The other message is humility. The
moon is only secondary to the sun, but
because it fulfills the important role of
teaching us never to give up, it
deserves the title of “great luminary.”

Just as Ohaliav played his role without
fanfare, and the moon silently does its
part, we are to seek out Hashem but not
the limelight. All honor belongs to Him,
and we are content to be like the moon,
and do His will.

When the moon asked, “How can two
kings share one crown?” Hashem told
the moon, “Go make yourself smaller.”
It was not a punishment, but an answer.
If you want to lead, be humble, don't
care who gets the credit, and you can
achieve great things.

Thought of the week:
Humility is not thinking less of
yourself. It's thinking of
yourself, less.

RAMAPQOSE
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“At his side, Ohaliav, son of Achisamach of the Tribe of Dan, carver and
designer...” (Exodus 32:2)

One of the two men named by Hashem to build the Mishkan, Ohaliav was inspired with
Divine wisdom to understand how to make the various vessels and structures necessary.
Along with Betzalel son of Uri, son of Chur, of the Tribe of Yehuda, he oversaw the
construction of the dwelling place of Hashem in the wilderness.

Rabbeinu Bachya, in Vayikra (23:11), comments that a wicked person brings disgrace to
their family, as the mother of the man who blasphemed was mentioned as belonging to the
Tribe of Dan, and contrasts it to this verse which teaches us that a righteous person brings
honor to his family, as Ohaliav was also linked to the Tribe of Dan.

The question is, how do we know Ohaliav was a tzaddik? Certainly he was chosen by
Hashem to build the Mishkan and dedicated himself to holy work, but by what virtue do we
know he was righteous, and not merely an inspired craftsman?

Ohaliav was called by the name “of the Tribe of Dan” twice previously, in Ki Sisa (31:6) and
Vayakhel (35:34.) Why did Rabbeinu Bachya not choose either of those times to use as the
contrasting posuk to show that a tzaddik brings honor to his family?

Perhaps it is because in those verses, Hashem is talking about the wisdom He instilled in
the builders of the Mishkan. Simply being chosen by Hashem is not a reflection of one’s
own character. Indeed, we had several Shoftim whose character was questionable, yet
they were chosen to lead the Jewish People.

This posuk is different, though. Here, Ohaliav is described as an adjunct to Betzalel.
Betzalel was the primary master builder and Ohaliav was second fiddle. In truth, Ohaliav
knew nearly everything that Betzalel did. The Haamek Davar here points out that Ohaliav
only fell short of Betzalel in one aspect of imagining a design, but that he understood what
was necessary to create the item.

We do not find anywhere that Ohaliav clamored to get top billing or asked to be anything
other than helpful to Betzalel. He was happy to have a share in the work with no share in
the honor. This can only be the mark of a tzaddik, content to serve Hashem and not vying
for position or admiration from anyone. Such a person brings distinction to his family.

A man once visited R’ Aharon Karliner and the Gabbai brought in a bow! of apples. R’ Aharon
recited the bracha with great concentration and then took a bite. The visitor, too, made a bracha
and began eating. R’ Aharon looked at him and said knowingly, “You believe we are the same.
You say to yourself: ‘The Rebbe eats an apple, and | also eat an apple, what is the difference?”

“There is indeed a great difference,” said the sage. “When | arise in the morning and see the
Ribono shel Olam’s Creation, | am inspired. | see the trees with fruit and reflect on the
processes involved when the seed grows into a tree, and then provides fruit. | think of the
wonders of Nature and then of the wonders of my own body. | am filled with a longing to praise
the Creator and | don’t know how to express myself other than to bless Him. But | cannot recite
a bracha unless | have the fruit to eat.

You, on the other hand, arise and see the fruit, which looks good to eat. You grasp the shiny
apple in your hand and just as you are about to bite into it, you think from whence it came, and
you remember to make a bracha so you can eat it. Though we may appear the same, and we
say the same words and do the same thing, you make the bracha to eat the apple, while | eat
the apple to make the bracha.”
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
© ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

]

penden eﬁhﬁ;hop several compaies to find.
you the't e and the right price.

Allise Menglgsurance Serviges |

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

.

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

We Specialize in

: cnmarcial.lnbs
Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

FIRST/H/CLASS

LEASING

' .

ONg

1“"4*'4 www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

\

H\N

«Bactea 845-SAFE-H20

+ Metals PICKUPS AVAILABLE IN MONSEY I I _— l IE I I =" ' H
.;ﬁaﬁl& Organic Compounds WIGPANELAPE 12080 ANT) SURRDUNDING AREAS e — o " - =
+Petacides / Herbacides SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

i www.sullivancountylabs.com

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



