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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shemini
Translation by Reb Daniel Jerome

“AND YOU SHALL NOT MAKE YOUR SOULS IMPURE
THROUGH ANY CREEPING THING THAT CREEPS ON THE EARTH”

THE EVIL INCLINATION HAS 150 WAYS TO PURIFY THE SHERETZ -
DOVID HAMELECH RESPONDS WITH 150 CHAPTERS OF TEHILLIM

In our parsha, Parsha Shemini, we find the prohibition
against eating the sheretz, insect (Vayikra- 11:44): nx wnawun X591
D787 YING BOAR PR AN 0D, YANT By whtan yawn Y3 axvniwar
“ax WP D mTTE anemt 2pvRy mov nenY - “And you shall not
make your souls impure through any creeping thing that creeps
on the earth. For  am Hashem Who brings you up from the land
of Egypt to be a G-d unto you; you shall be holy, for I am holy.”

Our Sages z"1 expounded upon this verse (Bava Metzia 61b):

JORYAWY 737 927 RINTY 0 b DRAw 22 RIAMT AN0T DMNn ANoYY”
117 937 Srawa ROR  Brxnn YRAW AR Yoy KonYR SRynw? 1249 237 RN
“ov DONTWA PRAVA PRY

“For what purpose does the Merciful One mention the Exodus
from Egypt in connection with the prohibition of creeping
things? For that which was taught by a Tanna of the academy
of R’ Yishmael, for a Tanna of the academy of R’ Yishmael has
taught in a Baraisa: HKB”H said, ‘Had I not brought the Jewish
people out of Egypt except to observe this one thing, namely,
that they do not contaminate themselves by consuming creeping
creatures, | would have been satisfied.”

This teaching is truly stunning! As we know, the Torah has
365 negative commandments. How do we understand the fact
that HKB”H took us out of Egypt specifically in the merit of the
observation of the prohibition against eating insects?

THE DISTINGUISHED STUDENT WHO KNEW
HOW TO PURIFY THE SHERETZ WITH 150 REASONS

Letusbegin to explain this enigmatic teaching by introducing
the following Gemara (Eruvin 13b): momnw 2322 ot pon1 1omabn Ran”
“@Uyu DUwnm aRna yawn nR anen ‘A Baraisa taught: There was
a distinguished student in the academy of Yavneh who could
purify the insect with 150 reasons.”
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It is a pleasure to present the precious explanation of the
great Gaon, Rebbe Wolf Boskowitz zt”] (the son of Rebbe Shmuel
of Kelin, the author of the Machatzis HaShekel), found in his
sefer Shoshan Edus on Mishnayos Eduyos (3:6, 4), as to why
this student had specifically 150 ways to purify the sheretz, not
more, not less.

He explains the matter based on the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah
21b): =nxaw 1R 2R Mwa 1R 11 ,091pa 18032 193 e pwan”
"EepYRn vyn umonm (-n onn) “Fifty gates of understanding
were created in the world, and all but one of them were given to
Moshe, as it says (Tehillim- 8:6): ‘But You have made him only
slight wanting in [understanding] Divinity.”

Now when Chazal say that Moshe did not reach the 50* gate,
they do not mean that he didn’t understand any of that gate.
For it is impossible to consider that the deliverer of the Torah
had no comprehension whatsoever in one of the levels of the
Torah. Rather it means that, unlike the first 49, Moshe did not
comprehend the entire 50 level, only part of it. And the same is
true for every Jew who toils in Torah. They merit to understand
some fraction of the 50" level, until that future time when we all
understand the 50% level in its entirety.

Additionally, there is a well-known principle that the
Torah can be explained and understood on 4 levels, known as
o7, pardes. ©“1a stands for vwa, Pshat (the plain meaning),
m=, Remez (the hinted meaning), w7, Drash (the homiletic
meaning), 1o, Sod (the esoteric meaning). Based on this, Rebbe
Wolf zt”] offers a novel insight: the 3 levels of Remez, Drash and
Sod each contain their own 50 gates of understanding. There
are 50 levels of Remez, 50 levels of Drash and 50 levels of Sod.
All together they total 150 levels. However, the Pshat level only
contains one gate, as, when all is said and done, there is only
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one way to follow the Torah, as it says (Bamidbar- 15:16): m=1n”
“@onR man mab1 @ov me R vawnl AR “One teaching and one
judgment shall be for you and for the proselyte who sojourns
among you.”

That is why the student specifically came up with 150 ways
to purify the sheretz. On the Pshat level there is absolutely no
way to purify the sheretz, as the Torah unequivocally states
(Vayikra- 11:31): onma ons paun Ys yawn Y2 oob oaxnwvn 1ox”
“anyn 7y Rnwe - “These are impure to you among all the creeping
animals; anyone who touches them when they are dead shall be
impure until the evening!”

On the other hand, one who gets involved in the other
150 levels of Remez, Drash and Sod, can be misled by the
evil inclination to erroneously conjure up 150 different ways
to purify the sheretz, using a different approach at each level
of understanding, thus attempting to permit that which is
prohibited. These are the sweet words of Rebbe Wolf zt”1.

Parenthetically, we now have a better understanding of that
which is says in many seforim, that a Jew is supposed to fulfill
the mitzvos of the Torah based on simple belief, without any
complicated calculations. As the Ma'or Va’Shemesh (Parshas
Nitzavim) quotes from the Rebbe R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk
zy”a, who explained the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 16a): maYy”
“prn AR R eryein - “Why do we blow the shofar? Because
Hashem told us to do so!” This means that after all the deep
comprehensions and intentions, the main thing is to blow the
shofar with the simple and basic understanding that I am doing
this because G-d commanded me to do it.

Along these lines, the Yismach Yisrael (Chanukah, pg. 82)
brings an incredible statement from the Ba’al Shem Tov zy”a:

LTIENAM 1IN0 wawa yn snuwn B ans  rnbn s viwyan”
ST AN YN PUTIERT TR U0 AR 1R AN N1 ANt Yo anRT
[1aNm1 ooran 9y 2R aaTsa] “a295a PR 9P N P PN

“The Besh”t used to say to his students: ‘After all of my lofty
comprehensions regarding the deepest roots of the Torah and
its mitzvos, after all that sublime pleasure, I place all of that
on the side and I grab onto simple belief. I transform into a
simpleton, and I believe.”

Based on the above, the idea here is that one who fulfills the
mitzvos only on the deeper levels of Remez, Drash and Sod is
in danger of falling prey to that same evil inclination that tries
to purify the sheretz with 150 reasons. However, one who is

— - — = _—
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Shvilei Pinches

anchored in simple emunah, the basic faith which has been
transmitted from generation to generation, is ensured that he
will succeed in his service of Hashem, without stumbling.

THEY ONLY APPOINTED TO THE SANHEDRIN
HE WHO COULD PURIFY THE SHERETZ

Now come and see a fascinating statement in the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 17a): »n X9X 1297202 12w PR ,37 AR 77170 27 X7
“|TI05 1 yAwn nR Ay vy - “Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Rav: We may appoint to the Sanhedrin only one who knows how
to purify a sheretz according to Biblical law.”

This means that even a massive talmid chacham, who knew
the entire Torah with complete clarity, could not become a
member of the Sanhedrin if he could not purify the sheretz
through what in essence is a mental exercise in vain, as it is not
the truth! The light of the world, Rabbeinu Tam, was already
bothered by this question (s.v. she’yodea): ma=7 ,mn 1939y nwpr
“ARPYY TNINNY YW vy Yan Ywomasana uy - “Rabbeinu Tam
asked, of what value is sharp logic which is absolutely false
and meaningless, as the Torah tells us clearly that the sheretz
is impure?!”

The Kli Yakar provides a wondrous answer to Rabbeinu
Tam’s question in his sefer Olelos Ephraim (Vol. 2, 297): The
distinguished student in Yavneh was coming to teach us a
lesson not to rely too quickly on our intellect. A talmid chacham
must be very weary of permitting something for himself, as he
might just be convincing himself that this is the case because he
has some invested interest in a lenient ruling. It is all too easy to
twist the Living Word of G-d and to permit that which is really
prohibited. Nothing proves this more than the fact that there are
150 logical ways to purify even the clearly impure sheretz.

Here are his holy words:

Dw moaa DIRANAT T AT AR ST T T PN Tenbaw Rt v
1P IR wyn o3 05 Yo ey namm 0T o ey o by ann
AWNR TP, WTTW IN DR DAY A0 171 IR TR WY 1Y TINNR AR
MY, WY BT 1R RYW MR 1 Tabn oneoi, whn anets niays
.0°28 1P 1910 Bo11 19 98 DY R1,RPY NRY RRLY 13 01 bon yawn

AR 1T N, wyn Yo Aneh oIR Y 1vow 1A e wrw anim by
AR AR 1Y NG BR AN, IR0 By 1oy RYw rown e b a1y
VAW BN 5 WY RYT1,100R5M 217 DY KD, 10T D1pew By 71moe XY nipn Yon
Jooown U5 1INTY AnnT NTURT TR AN R2737 TARY T WIS 215t
Srwpnan 11ws o wawy oTNm 190 RaNIn 21w
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The Holy Gaon, Rebbe Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin zy”a takes
the same approach in his sefer Or Zarua LaTzaddik- Mamar on
Mahus Lashon HaKodesh:

Y TRYR INING 1221 NAP PAaa YY 1oTw pays 1t cnysy
Y Y YW matana Yy mn o1 09an WY By 14pa yawn 1nun
A1RA Sy RS 95 IR (1190 Ao YaR MIR0Ina ow et IR aaInn
BN 10 RITY yawn By nmywe 24 1119 1 wr s BN 1R nrbow
5 RN, NAR RITW 78R3 NAKRT AYTY 1R AR, 0Yow nmyu by 11mo’ uNa
LmnRm YR Town nRa Yo oy Yo aont

Perhaps we can add a nice touch to this by carefully
examining the words of Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Pirkei Avos- 4:2):
“43 W A RYR 17apa Yonon YR 11k 231" - “Rebbi said: ‘Do not look
at the container, but rather what is within it.”

We can suggest that Rebbi is hinting to the 150 ways of
purifying the sheretz. Being that the Torah prohibited the
sheretz, there must be 150 corresponding reasons why the
sheretz is impure, cancelling out the 150 reasons to purify. This
teaches us that the intellect can be very misleading and that the
only way to reach the truth is through Divine assistance.

This is what Rebbi is alluding to: “Do not look at the 1“7 1“7
1727 = (the numerical value of 150, 150). Don’t get caught up in
the 150 reasons to purify vs. the 150 reason to declare impure.
Rather, “look at what is within it”, extract the lesson that it
comes to teach us. Remember the message of the student from
Yavneh, that we cannot rely on human intellect alone. Rather,
we must pray to Hashem that He should enlighten our eyes and
assist us in reaching truthful conclusions and interpretations
in Torah.

Now we understand why it is so critical for the talmid
chacham to have internalized this lesson before being appointed
to the Sanhedrin, where he will be confronted by so many
serious halachic questions. This is why understanding how
easily the sheretz could be declared pure was a prerequisite for
being appointed to the Sanhedrin.

THE ORIGINAL SNAKE CAUSED ADAM
TO STUMBLE USING 150 REASONS

When we delve deeper we will realize that the Nachash
HaKadmoni, Original Snake, caused Adam and Chava to fall into
his trap and eat from the Eitz HaDaas, Tree of Knowledge, by
using the same 150 reasons used to permit the sheretz. Through
this act he was successful in bringing death into the world. The

o el Vel oy
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Megale Amukos (Behar, s.v.- mah inyan shemitah) explains that
the letter "1 of w“m, snake, represents the 50 levels of impurity
through which the Nachash caused Adam and Chava to stumble,
thus injecting its own impurity into them and all of mankind.
This impurity remained within us until we stood at Har Sinai
and received the Torah, at which point it ceased, as the Gemara
teaches (Shabbos 146a): "nnni poa »200 A0 by 1ayw SRaw -
“The impurity was removed from the Jewish people that stood
at Har Sinai.”

This is why it is written regarding the exodus from Egypt
(Shemos- 3:12): =mm by mopbRn AR 1172Yn Dmxnn oy NX R8s’
“mri1 - “When you take the people out of Egypt, you will worship
G-d on this mountain.” The word 1“r1ayn, you will worship, is
comprised of "1 11ayn, you will work on 50 (2), meaning you will
work during the 50 days of the Sefiras HaOmer, between the
exodus from Egypt and the receiving of the Torah, to cleanse and
purify yourself from the impurity of the 50 levels of impurity,
represented by the 20f the w“m.

Additionally, as the Gemara teaches us (Bava Basra 16a):
“miam R R ,YAn A R, 1w R - “The Satan, Yetzer Hara (Evil
Inclination) and the Angel of Death or all one in the same.” Thus
the w“m which represents the Evil Inclination, is the Satan as
well. This matter can be found in the very name of the Satan, as
10w stands for nxnrv ey, the 50 levels of impurity. These are
the wondrous words of the Megale Amukos.

We now see clearly how the Nachash caused Adam and
Chava to sin using the 150 reasons to purify the sheretz. The
Nachash, representing the 50 levels of impurity, was able to
combat the 50 levels of understanding contained within each
layer of Torah: Remez, Drash and Sod. He thus was able to create
150 reasons to permit the impure, thus nullifying the 150 real
reasons to declare it impure.

We can add that this matter is hinted to in the Torah’s
description of the Nachash (Bereishis- 3:1): @1y mn wmanr
“@opR 't awy AWK mrwn non Yon, Targum Onkelos translates this
pasuk as follows: “@*px "1t 72y »1 X113 mirt Yo moon i &M’ - “The
snake was wiser than any beast of the field that Hashem G-d had
made.” The Nachash indeed was wise, but he used his wisdom
for the side of evil, as the pasuk describes (Yirmiyahu- 4:22):
"y RY 2001 yay man pamsn” - “They are wise at doing evil, but
know not how to do good.” This idea, as well, is hinted to in the
name of the snake. The word w“ma stands for ms'm »y'w 3, the
50 level of wisdom used for the side of evil, through which he
proposed 150 reason to permit the prohibited.
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DOVID HAMELECH,
THE REINCARNATION OF ADAM HA’RISHON,
WROTE 150 CHAPTERS OF TEHILLIM

Now our heart stirs as we propose the reason that Dovid
HaMelech a”h composed specifically 150 chapters of Tehillim,
Psalms. Our teacher, the Arizal, has taught us (Sefer HaLikutim-
Haazinu) that Dovid was the gilgul, reincarnation, of Adam
HaRishon, sent down to repair that which Adam had caused.
This is the explanation of the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabbah-
14:12): “Adam took 70 years of his life and gave them to Dovid
the son of Yishai.”

This is what Dovid referred to when he began his book of
Tehillim with: XY DN 99731 DYWL NXYa 990 KY WK WINT MWR”
“siai1 BT AT ITIN2T 1AM ' NTIN2 BR 0D 2w KY ooxY awmat Ty
“Praiseworthy is the man who walked not in the counsel of the
wicked, and stood not in the path of the sinful, and sat not in the
session of scorners. But his desire is in the Torah of Hashem,
and in His Torah he meditates day and night.”

The Medrash Shocher Tov expounds: 7R ,71wxAT 2R3 "37R”
12WIRA TNAW KY AN MWK, W DY 199772 2nThYy KXY AR MWK, 1TUNRAT DIR
"muaxy Yw - “This is Adam HaRishon speaking. Adam HaRishon
said: “I would have been praiseworthy had I not walked in the
paths of the snake. And I would have been praiseworthy had I
not sat in the session of scorners.”

Based on the above we can explain that being that Dovid
HaMelech was the reincarnation of Adam, he saw fit to compose
specifically 150 chapters of Tehillim. Adam fell prey to the 150
reasons of the Nachash to permit the impure, thereby allowing
the Nachash to inject him with its impurity. It was to repair this
damage that Dovid composed his Tehillim. The Jewish people
could now forever use these 150 chapter of Tehillim to pray
to Hashem to save them from the evil inclination and its 150
methods of tricking us.

THE JEWISH SOULS IN EGYPT SINNED WITH THE
TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

Continuing along this path we can now explain the
Gemara that we started with, which stated that the merit
of observing the prohibition against eating sheratzim alone
was enough of a reason to be taken out of Egypt. Let us
begin by introducing the following verse (Shemos- 2:23):

o | — L — P —
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“1apn TR DRAW? 213 1IN DUaRn Tvn nnet oin 2aan ovnta
- “And it happened during those many days, that the king of
Egypt died, and the Children of Israel groaned because of
the work.”

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah- 1:34) explains: 79 nn»
ON IR137 Y PR B8R TR0 1IRR L0100 21WR YRR PauNIY ooan
“B173 DUMP AW BRI PR 1123 14p1 3992 24D YRAW upn vInwa R -
“The king of Egpyt died: this means that he contracted leprosy,
and a leper is tantamount to a dead person. The sorcerers of
Egypt told Pharaoh that the only cure would be to slaughter
150 Jewish babies every evening and 150 Jewish babies every
morning and to bathe in their blood in the evening and in the

morning.”

Now this must be understood, for the Egyptians were wise
people, asitsays (Melachim 1-5:10): *23%> nnsnn mabw nasm aant”
“grxn nnasn Yont g - “Shlomo’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom
of all the people of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.” Why
than did the wisest men of Egypt think that the blood of 150
babies in the morning and evening would heal Pharaoh? What
is the significance of this?

We can answer this based on that which our teacher, the
Arizal, has revealed to us (Shaar HaPesukim- beginning of
Parshas Shemos): that the reason the Jewish people suffered
so terribly in Egypt is because when Adam HaRishon sinned
by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, all the souls that were
contained within him were damaged. These souls needed to
undergo an enormous repair, and thus they went through
many reincarnations until they were purified and refined to the

necessary degree.

Their first reincarnation was in the generation of the flood.
Since the evil was still deeply rooted in them they stumbled
and corrupted their ways. After this they were reincarnated
again in the form of the generation that built the Tower of
Bavel, who were subsequently dispersed across the earth.
Once again they had failed. They were sent down a 3™ time
as the people of the city of Sedom. They also became corrupt
and were destroyed, without accomplishing their mission.
Finally, they were sent down as the souls of the Jewish people
that found themselves enslaved in Egypt. It was through the
terrible hardships of the slavery in Egypt that these souls were
finally expunged and cleansed.
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This process can be seen clearly in the different afflictions
the Jewish people suffered while in Egypt. Corresponding to
the sins of the generation of the flood, Pharaoh decreed that all
males be drowned in the river (Shemos- 1:22). As retribution
for building the Tower of Bavel out of bricks (Bereishis- 11:4),
the Egyptians embittered their lives by requiring them to
work with bricks (Shemos- 1:14) and to build cities for them
(Shemos 1:11).

Let us buttress this teaching of the Arizal with a teaching
of the Shelah HaKadosh (Shemos): the reason that the
Jewish people were to be enslaved specifically by Pharaoh is
because Pharaoh represented the Original Snake who caused
the Jewish people to be damaged at the sin of the Tree of
Knowledge. This is based on the words of the Zohar (Zohar
Chadash 138b, s.v.- pasach Rabbi Shimon): “Pharaoh is the
image of the Nachash.”

Now we can begin to understand the advice of the sorcerers
of Pharaoh to kill 150 babies at a time to heal his disease. They
desired to arouse evil judgments against the Jewish souls
in Egypt by tapping into the number 150. The number 150
represented the trap of the Nachash that caused these souls to

Shvilei Pinches

be damaged at the sin of the Tree of Knowledge. This becomes
even more powerful when we remember that Pharaoh
himself represented the very Nachash that brought about that
terrible sin.

We are now at the point where we can understand the
unbelievable depth of the teaching of the academy of R’
Yishmael: pxw 11 937 S7awa KX praxnn YNwe AR nooyn Ronyor”
“»»7 magwa pRava - “Had [ not brought the Jewish people out of
Egypt except to observe this one thing, namely, that they do not
contaminate themselves by consuming creeping creatures, |
would have been satisfied.”

We have learned that these souls were toiling in Egypt
because they had been fooled by the 150 reasons of the Nachash
to permit eating that which was really impure. There could be
no greater repair for these souls than to show their denial of
these 150 falsified claims by abstaining from eating the impure
sheretz. Refraining from eating the sheretz demonstrates loyalty
and commitment to the simple belief and faith in Hashem and
His Torah, which, as we have learned, is the foundation stone of

our service of Hashem.

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Shemini - Food For Thought
An Approach Inspired by Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”|
By David Gurwitz, JD, MBA, CPA

The Medrash says that Hashem travels a distance of 500 years instantly to be at our
Sedorim with us and to hear our praises of the Korban Pesach as the last taste in our
mouths (expressed nowadays with the Afikoman), and to bring the special light of geulah
on the night of Pesach. We changed as a people - we were born - and we are able to
change individually in ways not available the rest of the year.

It is interesting that the gematria of Korban (352) Pesach (148) adds up to the same
500. We meet Hashem on this special night, just as we prepare to do so 50 days later
at Har Sinai, following a seven-week self and middos improvement course otherwise
known as counting the Omer.

The Targum translates Pesach as chessed. This notion is elucidated by the Bnei
Yissoschor, who points out that the value of all the letters of the word Omer, when
spelled out - Ayin (Ayin Yud Nun), Mem (Mem Mem) and Reish (Reish Yud Shin) - add
up to 720, which is 10 times the value of chessed (72). Not only the Seder night,- but
this entire Sefirah period - when we proceed as a baby who is able only to handle barley,
and ending with a wheat offering on Shavuos - is a cause to be thankful that Hashem
feeds us.

While many families travel great distances for the Sedorim and during Chol Hamoed,
there is a common theme that Parshas Shemini, in its introduction to the laws of kashrus,
shares with the Omer idea brought out by the Bneij Yissoschor: food.

I would like to share an insight of how Tehillim 128 is related to Parshas Shemini and
the Omer count. This occurred to me from the enhanced “light” of the Seder, right before,
during and after the Four Questions - which have 49 words, corresponding to the Omer
count. The Four Questions all revolve around food - matzoh, maror, leaning and dipping.
The Vilna Gaon says that they are one question with four aspects. He points out that
halaylah hazeh, in male form, should be halaylah hazos, in feminine form. Why the
change? The evening obligates women as well as men, since it becomes a male time of
obligation, like the day. In effect, the night becomes day, with a light and halachos of
the daytime.

Rabbi Elie Munk quotes what Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ says about one
distinction between Jews and the pagan world, which worshipped at night, a time making
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man subject to forces of the occult, of nature, and twilight and shadows. Rav Hirsch
states that shuls, unlike, lehavdil, dark churches, are flooded with light.

So is the Haggadah. How?

The section right before the Four Questions starts with Ha Lachma Anya. The section
right after the Four Questions starts with Avodim Hayinu. Both “"Ha Lachma Anya” and
“Avodim Hayinu” share the same gematria, 207, which, as we have discussed before, is
the value of the word ohr, light. The evening of illuminated light in the Jewish house is
hinted right at the beginning. In fact, these two lights combine to equal 414, the value
of the word babayis, meaning in the house.

Rav Hirsch describes Tehillim 128 - "Shir hamaalos ashrei kol yerei Hashem haholeich
bidrochov. Yegia kapecha ki socheil ashrecha vetov loch - A song of ascents,
praiseworthy is each person who fears Hashem, who walks in His ways. The labor of your
hands when you eat you are praiseworthy and it is well with you” - as being strongly
connected to the home. He calls the sources of this happiness the fear of Hashem and
eating the work of one’s hands, and the components are his wife and children and a
concern with the wellbeing of his people and Yerushalayim.

This echoes how Rav Hirsch begins his comments to Parshas Shemini, where he
beautifully explains the flow of the parsha as reflecting a plan for the new nation as it
left Mitzrayim - and he relates it to food.

He describes how the kohanim needed clarity of mind and excitement of feeling to do
their avodah, which resulted in the “"meal of the priests in the area of the Mishkan” as
the completion of atonement by offerings. Therefore, he bemoans how little we think
about food and its effects on our feelings for the fulfilment of our mission to be a
mamleches kohanim and a goy kadosh.

Rav Hirsch connects the importance of the dietary laws by the directive to both Moshe
and Aharon to be concerned about the dietary laws as key to the success of their work
as teachers and guiders: “By Chodesh and Pesach, the body of the nation was created.
By Mishpatim, its social life was arranged. From Terumah until the eleventh chapter of
Vayikra in Shemini, the Mikdash was made, on which and by which the ideal of the Torah
as the highest aim of life was presented. This means that nothing less than the priestly
holiness of the nation was to appear in every individual member of it. This required a
people who were fed for this aim. The disciplined approach for this, for the development
and feeding of such people for the holy ideal of His Torah, Hashem has expressed in
Shemini, Tazria, Metzorah and Acharei Mos, which are the chapters leading to Kedoshim
tihiyu.”

Therefore, our mission during the parshiyos that we read with the Omer count requires
the support of the holy thoughts and acts of eating.

David Gurwitz, JD, MBA, CPA, is a composer and concert pianist. His site is
www.davidgurwitz.com. Comments can be sent to dgurwitz@earthlink.net.
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Moshe said to Aharon: “Come near to the Altar and perform the
service of your Sin-offering and your Olah-offering, and provide
atonement for yourself and for the people.” (9:7)

Aharon HaKohen was reluctant to approach the Mizbayach,
because he was ashamed of his role in the creation of the eigal
ha’zahav, Golden Calf. Moshe Rabbeinu attempted to assuage his
perceived guilt and apparent shame, saying, “Why are you
embarrassed? It is for this reason that Hashem chose you to be the
Kohen Gadol, High Priest.” Simply, this means that Hashem chose
Aharon to fill the position; therefore, he must execute the service. It
is not an optional, arbitrary position. It is mandatory. Alternatively,
the Degel Machane Efraim explains that it was specifically Aharon’s
sense of shame and inadequacy that catalysed Hashem choosing
him for the position of Kohen Gadol. A leader requires utmost
humility in order to be able to lead properly. One who is filled with
himself has no room left for those in his care.

The Zera Shimshon focuses on Moshe’s rejoinder to
Aharon: L’kach nivcharta, “It is for this that you were chosen.” He
explains that, quite possibly, Aharon permitted/facilitated the
creation of the Golden Calf, because he was acutely aware of what
coursed through the minds of the people: they wanted to worship
avodah zarah, an idol. This had been their pastime in Egypt. This is
what they were accustomed to doing. The idea of worshipping
Hashem exclusively was novel to them. The problem was that unless
they acted and carried out what was presently only in their minds,
they would never properly repent. One repents what he has done.
One does not repent inappropriate thoughts. In the sinner’s mind,
he has not performed an inappropriate act. Imagination is not a sin.
This might be true, but one thing is for certain: when one thinks
about something long enough, he eventually takes action. The
“germ” is present; the infection is dormant, waiting for its
opportunity to destroy the body.

Thus, when the Golden Calf actually became reality, the
nation passed from the realm of sinful thought to sinful deed. Now
they could do teshuvah, because they had actually sinned. They saw
with their own eyes the evil they had wrought. Aharon knew that
they would now regret their actions and perform true teshuvah.
Thus, his action in creating the Golden Calf catalysed their shame
which would segue into teshuvah.

The Zera Shimshon cites Chazal (Berachos 12b), “Anyone
who sins and is ashamed of his actions is forgiven for his sins.”
Shame mitigates the sin. The humbling consequences of sin, the
shame it brings, and the choices we make to relieve our uneasiness
(and in some instances — agony) distresses us up to the point that if
we accept our guilt, we will repent. The chagrin we experience
transforms into remorse over our sinful action, prompting a resolve
to never act in such a manner again. This is true teshuvah.

We now understand what Moshe meant when he asked
Aharon: “Why are you embarrassed? Your shame concerning your
involvement in the Golden Calf debacle presents itself as a form of
guilt. Why do you feel a sense of guilt when you did nothing wrong?
On the contrary — your act of creating the Golden Calf brought the

nation to feel shame, which catalysed their teshuvah. Indeed, this is
specifically the reason that you were chosen to be the High Priest.

“Hashem repays a person middah k’neged middah,
measure for measure. Just as you ‘assisted’ Klal Yisrael in achieving
the plateau of teshuvah, so, too, will your descendants, the
Kohanim, serve as the nation’s spiritual mentors, and also as agents
to intercede on their behalf in the Bais Hamikdash, thereby
facilitating their ultimate teshuvah via their reconnecting with
Hashem.”

BRIWS APTRY 1TI2RY PAIRD W RIP ORI A2 N
1t was on the eighth day, Moshe summoned Aharon and his sons, and
the elders of Yisrael. (9:1)

The command to bring the offerings was for Aharon
HaKohen alone. Why were the Zekeinim, Elders, included in the
summons? Rashi explains that Moshe Rabbeinu wanted the Elders
to hear for themselves that Hashem had elevated Aharon to the
position of Kohen Gadol, High Priest. They should not suspect that
Aharon had seized it for himself, or that Moshe had played
favourites and given it to his older brother. Partiality, especially
toward close relatives, has a way of raising people’s ire. To assuage
the situation and clear the air, Moshe stated that it was Hashem’s
command. It is certainly true that people love to talk, and Moshe
rightfully ameliorated their concerns. Why, then, was it necessary
for Moshe to repeat himself? In Parashas Tzav (8:5), Moshe says to
the congregation, “This is the thing that Hashem commanded to be
done.” Rashi (to Parashas Tzav) explains that Moshe is actually
saying, “You will see that everything that | do before you is upon the
directive and command of Hashem and not for my honour or for the
honour of my brother.” Why does Moshe repeat himself (Parashas
Shemini), in asserting that neither nepotism nor personal agenda
was involved?

Horav Moshe Feinstein, zl, maintains that a talmid
chacham, Torah scholar, who also guides a community or functions
as a mentor to people, must — exclusive of his abstract knowledge
and scholarship — also be versed in practical, applied hands — on
halachah. In other words, knowing the halachah, but lacking the
awareness and sensitivity of how and when to apply and present it
in the most lucid manner, is not practical. While it certainly does not
make one any less of a scholar, it does limit his accessibility to — and
acceptance by — the very people he seeks to guide and reach.
Imagine that an individual knows all of the laws of kashrus
concerning an animal, but has never had the practical knowledge of
seeing the animal and its anatomy. How can he possibly know how
to recognise what is and is not kosher? Sensitivity in presenting the
halachah to certain people is just as prudent as knowing the
halachah.

Thus, the first time Moshe informed the nation that
Aharon was Hashem’s choice for the position of Kohen Gadol, he
conveyed to them that Aharon possessed the erudition, personal
sanctity and ethical/moral character crucial for the role of Kohen
Gadol. This, however, is not all a Kohen Gadol requires if he is to
navigate the labyrinth of personalities, emotions and ideologies of
the nation successfully. As the Kohen Gadol, he is the spiritual
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vanguard, exemplar guiding spirit, and mentor of the nation.
Erudition alone is not sufficient. He requires utilitarian common
sensical knowledge as well. After observing Aharon during the
seven-day Inauguration period, Moshe told the people that Aharon
was highly qualified to execute the functions of Kehunah Gedolah.
This meant that not only was he spiritually fit and scholarly erudite,
he was also a sensitive and pragmatic leader, capable of:
communicating their spiritual obligations to the people; and dealing
with each Jew’s spiritual challenge. He would be the perfect leader
for the nation.

23RN WK 77T NNT
These are the life forms that you may eat. (11:2)

Rashi explains that the word chayah, life, is related to the
word chaim, life. Because Klal Yisrael are davuk, cleave, to Hashem,
they are fit to be alive. He separated them from impurity and
decreed commandments upon them in order to maintain their
purity of soul, thus continuing their relationship with Hashem,
which, consequently, grants them life. To put it simply: Our
adherence to the laws of kashrus grants us “life” status. Our people
have kept the laws of kashrus for thousands of years, ever since
Hashem gave us the Torah. Hashem entered into a covenant with
the Jewish People and gave them the Torah, which obligates each
Jew to uphold and fulfil its commandments. The kashrus laws are
part of that covenant. Kosher is covenantal food. Kabbalah teaches
that non-kosher food impedes the soul’s spiritual potential. Last, as
Rashi teaches: “We are alive if we keep kosher, since it makes us
suitable to maintain our relationship with Hashem.” Thus, one who
disregards the obligation to eat covenantal food severs his
relationship with Hashem, the Source of life.

Bearing this in mind, when one attempts to reach out to
our spiritually estranged brothers or sisters and finds that they
simply do not “understand” what he/she is teaching, it could quite
possibly be as a result of their “diet.” Obviously, | do not mean
cholesterol, fat, etc., but non-kosher food prevents the soul from
achieving its potential. We Jews are different. Our neshamah is
delicate, and, as a result, it does not tolerate devarim temaiim,
impure/contaminated things entering our system.

Two yeshivah students would study together daily in one of
the premier yeshivos in Bnei Brak. Chaim Leib and Efraim/Efi, spent
every afternoon deeply ensconced in the sea of Torah. Suddenly, out
of nowhere, Efi began to have difficulty understanding the svaros,
logic, of the subject matter. Originally a fine lamdan, analytic Torah
scholar, he seemed to slack off in his ability to understand — let alone
initiate novellae. As the weeks passed, it became increasingly
obvious that Efi had a problem, when he could not even navigate the
Talmud. Since he was otherwise in perfect physical and emotional
health, his cognitive skill seemingly unimpaired in anything other
than Torah, Claim Leib suggested that they go together to seek out
the opinion of a spiritual advisor. Being in Bnei Brak, who better to
speak with than Horav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlita?

Chaim Leib and Efraim visited Rav Chaim, and, after waiting
in line for some time, they finally stood before the gadol hador, pre-
eminent leader of the generation, and presented their dilemma.
Chaim Leib asked the question, since Efi felt ill at ease asking Rav
Chaim why he just could not understand a simple svara, logical
statement. Chaim Leib described Efi’s total devotion to Torah, his
diligence in study, and his G-d-fearing, ethical demeanour. What was
the cause for his present spiritual remission?

Rav Chaim listened, took one look at Efi, and said, “Let your
friend stop eating bassar b’cholov, meat and milk (which is a
prohibited admixture), and he will feel fine.” Understandably, both
Chaim Leib and Efi were floored. Efi was a frum, observant young
man. The thought of him consuming forbidden foods was

preposterous. Nonetheless, Rav Chaim had spoken. He neither
minced words, nor did he say anything that was not well thought-
out and halachically supported. If Rav Chaim said that something
was amiss, then something was amiss.

Efi denied any wrongdoing. Chaim Leib had difficulty
believing him. After all, Rav Chaim had spoken. Back and forth went
the accusations and denials, until finally Efi blurted out the truth: he
had sinned, but it had not been his fault. He blamed Chaim Leib.
“Me?” Chaim Leib screamed. “What did | do”? Efi now told his story
(or, rather, his excuse), “One afternoon, | came to learn as usual,
after having eaten a filling lunch in the yeshivah. That day the
yeshivah had served chicken schnitzel, which was quite good. You
offered me a coffee without asking me if | was fleishig. When | saw
the coffee with the cheese danish that accompanied it, I just did not
have the strength of character to override the temptation and say,
‘Sorry, | am fleishig.” Afterwards, | felt terrible about my sin, but
what could | do — it was over. The problem was that | never took into
consideration Chazal’s statement that, once one sins, the aveirah,
sinful act, soon becomes permissible in his eyes: Nichnas b’t'chum
ha’heter, he enters into the boundary of permissiveness. The
trajectory of sin takes one down in a free fall, which causes the sin to
lose its negative image. He no longer thinks that what he is doing is
wrong. Everyone is to blame, but him. In his eyes, he is the victim,
not the perpetrator.

Chaim Leib could not believe what he was hearing. His
good friend, his chavrusa, study partner, with whom he had spent
countless hours studying Torah, had fallen into the trap of sin. To
make things worse — he blamed him for what had happened. Efi was,
nonetheless, a ben Torah who had fallen. As such, one who realises
that he has sinned can turn around and repent — which he did. With
time, as Efi’s teshuvah, return, took hold, so did his learning. His
cognitive ability returned, until the old Efi was back.

One thing bothered Chaim Leib, which he could not get out
of his mind: How did Rav Chaim know that Efi was eating a
prohibitive mixture of milk and meat? Chaim Leib returned to the
home of the gadol hador, waited in line for a while, and, after
reminding Rav Chaim of the incident, asked how he was so certain
that Efi had sinned. Rav Chaim explained that one of the
commentators to the Shulchan Aruch asserts that one who
transgresses Hilchos baasar b’cholov will have the image of a goat
on his forehead (as in, “Do not cook a goat in his mother’s milk”).
Rav Chaim said, “It was quite simple. | saw the image of a goat on his
forehead. Thus, | knew that he had sinned. Eating prohibited foods
stuffs the heart and impedes the mind.” Efi became a victim of his
own infraction.

2NRLIY BT INRLA KDY PIWT PR P52 22wl DR IXPWN B
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Do not make your souls abominable by means of any teeming thing;
do not contaminate yourselves through them lest you become
contaminated through them. (11:43)

Through the vehicle of a number of mitzvos, the Torah
exhorts us to distance ourselves from prohibited foods. The
prohibitions come in various forms: Some foods have once been
kosher/appropriate for eating until they contracted a form of tumah,
ritual contamination, rendering them spiritually unsuitable for
Jewish consumption. Neveilah is a dead carcass, which has not been
ritually slaughtered, rendering it unkosher, so that it is tamei,
unclean. Sheratzim, creeping creatures, in various sizes and physical
build, may not be eaten. Bugs and insects, both land and water
based, are restricted from Jewish consumption. They are all included
under the rubric of maacholos asuros, prohibited foods. The Torah
concludes these laws with the admonishment: V’nitmeisem bam,
“Lest you become contaminated through them.” Rashi quotes
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Chazal (Yoma 39a): “If you contaminate yourself by eating forbidden
foods in this world, | will render you tamei, contaminated, in Olam
Habba, the World to Come.” Frightening. It is as if one who eats
forbidden foods become what he eats. It transforms his spiritual
makeup.

Consuming prohibited foods dulls one’s spiritual potential.
A Jew is initially holy, and his mission in life is to continue sanctifying
himself, so that he is worthy of a “seat at the table,” a place in the
World-to-Come. Hashem is holy. He is our Creator and Heavenly
Father. What father does not want his son to follow in his footsteps?

Sadly, despite all the opportunities available to sustain
kashrus observance, it is still a challenge for many people who
simply do not understand the significance of kashrus or why a Jew
must sanctify himself and maintain himself on a level of kedushah,
holiness. For a Jew, being good, moral, ethical, is not sufficient. He
must be kadosh, strive to be holy.

A teenager fell in with the wrong crowd. His friends
convinced him that the life of a Torah Jew is archaic and out of touch
with the world. Life is all about fun — the more fun, the more life. To
live life in the fast lane without “speed limits” requires money,
considerable amounts of money. Unless one is born into money, or
has a very good source of income, lots of money (especially for a
teenager) cannot be obtained legally. As a result, Shimon (the
teenager’s name) resorted to a life of crime. Thus, in addition to
rebelling against Hashem, he turned his back and sinned against his
fellow Jews. Stealing and drugs - both using and dealing - became a
way of life.

The youth had not always been like this. Growing up in a
frum, observant, home, where Torah study and mitzvah observance
were paramount, he was, at first, no different than his siblings. It
was when he fell under the influence of a boy in his class (a boy who
was sorting out his own family issues), that Shimon began to
descend to the spiritual nadir of depravity. It all came to a halt when
a policeman caught up with him, arrested him, and availed him of a
prison cell in exchange for his nice room at home.

Prior to standing before the judge for sentencing, he met
with a prominent psychologist to discuss his fate. The psychologist
felt that Shimon had always been a nice boy until he had fallen into a
funk and sought the comradeship of others who did not have — or
adhere to — his way of life. He ended up falling under their influence
and here we are today; deciding how and where he will spend the
next few years of his life. It was the judge’s feeling that Shimon had
two opportunities for rehabilitation: prison; or a working kibbutz
where the discipline is strong and responsibilities are demanding.
There is one major difference between the two: In prison, he would
be permitted to eat kosher food. The downside is the clientele with
whom he would be consorting 24/7: prisoners, offenders, felons and
worse. The kibbutz would provide him with a far better selection of
friends, but kosher food would not be available. Obviously, this was
a non-observant kibbutz where kashrus observance was anathema.
What would it be: Kashrus or total exposure to the dregs of society?

The parents asked Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, for a
halachic ruling in the matter. Horav Yitzchak, Shlita, deferred to his
father-in-law, Horav Yosef Shalom Eliyashiv, zl, who rendered his
decision: return to prison. He explained that it is forbidden to feed
non-kosher food even to a child. To place this boy in a non-frum
kibbutz that does not ascribe to the laws of kashrus is similar to
feeding him non-kosher food. While it is true that in prison he would
be exposed to degenerates and other dregs of society where he may
pick up more unsavoury ways of living, it is something that 4e would
do on his own. If he goes to the Kibbutz, we would be feeding him
non-kosher food.

Second, living in the kibbutz with people who, for the most
part, maintain ethical, cultured behaviour, the boy might become
like them and be led to believe that he is fine, that he is lacking

nothing as a Jew. Under such circumstances, he would have little
likelihood that he would ever do teshuvah, repent, his past/present
way of life. If he were to go to prison, however, he will realise that,
at best, he will become a model prisoner — but a prisoner
nonetheless. If he wants to achieve more and better, he would have
to repent. Imagine, this boy had fallen so much that prison for him
was the best chance of rehabilitation. How careful we must be
concerning the friends with whom our children socialise. One
unsavoury friend can destroy a budding future. Children are not
experienced in discerning good from bad; parents, however, should
be. It is their responsibility to monitor their children’s relationships.
While they might offend someone now — they could be saving their
child’s future.

Va’ani Tefillah

X922 apn 7anNa 7 anbem —
U’Sefillasam meheirah sekabeil b’ratzon.
And their prayer speedily accept with favor.

In earlier times, when life was not filled with constant
challenge, each and every prayer was Heavenly reviewed, and the
“litmus” test of kavanah, intention, concentration/devotion, was
affirmed for purity of mind and sincerity of heart. Once a prayer
passed the test, it was sent up through the channels of prayer to the
Heavenly Throne. Today, as we experience the birth pangs of
Moshiach, with both moral and spiritual challenges abounding,
every prayer receives immediate attention, as it is forthright sent to
Hashem. Achas Shoalti explains this change with a parable originally
employed by the Chafetz Chaim.

A wealthy landowner had a servant whom he called
Moishka. Moishka was a devoted servant who would do anything for
his master. Unfortunately, Moishka did not do well in those areas of
service that required cognition, since he was not endowed with a
surplus of acumen. One day the master asked him to fetch a glass of
water. He returned with a glass of dark water, having left the sand
and sediment from the bottom of the well in the glass. “Moishka,”
the master admonished, “from now on, when | ask for water, | want
filtered water. Run all water through a filter — a few times.” A few
weeks later, a fire broke out on the master’s land. The master called
for water — which Moishka brought — eventually. By the time he
arrived, the fire had already destroyed ten homes. When the master
screamed at Moishka for taking his time in bringing water, Moishka
reminded him that he was occupied with his master’s demands to
provide filtered water. It takes time to filter water.

We all know what the master replied to this foolish excuse:
“When a fire is raging, we do not need filtered water to extinguish
the fire. Likewise, with prayer, during the period preceding
Moshiach’s arrival, we are undergoing so many challenges in life that
proper concentration is in and of itself a major challenge. The fire is
raging. Every prayer offered by a Jew receives immediate attention.

The “filter” is not necessary.
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9:6 “NIX YUK 12TN AT nWN WX
T 1120 DY"IN XL IwYn T
“And Moshe said: This is the
thing that Hashem has
commanded you to do so that the glory of
Hashem will appear to you.” The Posuk says
that this is what Hashem commanded, yet
doesn’t tell us of any command. What
command is the Posuk referring to?
Take for yourself a calf, to inform
Aharon that Hakodosh Boruch Hu grants
atonement for him through his calf for the
matter of the Golden Calf that he made. ("w)
Shemos 32:34 “npn™7y 'MT791 T DIl
pnxon” —“And on that day I make My account,
I shall bring their sin to account against
them.” The Avodas Hakodesh asks in the
name of the Kedusha Halevi on this Posuk —
how could Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Av
Harachaman, the one who accepts our
Teshuva and wipes away our sins, say that He
will always remember the Chet Ha’eigel, even
after Klal Yisroel do Teshuva? Additionally,
the Gemara in Brochos seems to be
problematic as it contradicts this Posuk based
on a Posuk in Yeshaya 49:15 “nanown n'7x pa”
— Hakodosh Boruch Hu will forget the sin of
the Eigel, “ynowx X7 DINI” — and that which
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not forget is Har
Sinai. We see from the Gemara that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu says that He will not remember the
sin of the Eigel, yet the Posuk in Shemos says
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not forget it.
Will He forget it or not? That which the Torah
stated “nTpol T79 DIar”, is for the benefit of
Klal Yisroel. For through the sin of the Eigel,
it demonstrated that Klal Yisroel had a
leaning towards sin. Klal Yisroel had not been
able to ingrain within themselves, within their
very nature, to follow the Rotzon Hashem, as
the Avos Hakdoshim did. Thus, when Klal
Yisroel did follow the Rotzon Hashem, they
won a great battle and overcame their natural
tendencies in order to serve Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. This stood as a great Zechus for them.
This does answer the question from the Posuk
of “‘mTpol1 TP DIl”, in its simple meaning, but
there is still an issue with the Gemara in
Sanhedrin 102a which states regarding this
Posuk that Rebbe Yitzchok says, “7 37 'K
DYYN TAX N |'RY D71V7 NRAY NIYIISI NIYIID
DI MNIY L [IYRIN 72y 7W K107 Y52 nyaaNI
DNXLVN DA™Y MTP9l TPe” — “You have no
punishment that comes to the world in which
there is not one twenty-fourth of the surplus of
a Litra of the first Eigel”, which seems to tell
us that the Eigel is remembered to our
detriment. Rather, we can explain that the
Dor Der’ah, the holy generation of Jews who
travelled through the Midbar and erred
greatly by sinning with the Eigel, did a true
and complete Teshuva for their grave sin, as
stated in the Pesukim and in Chazal. Due to
their Teshuva and the Tefilos of Moshe
Rabbeinu, their Teshuva was accepted and
they were forgiven for their sin. This opened

Forgiveness

up the conduit for all future generations that
when they seek an atonement for their sins,
they will attain an atonement. If not for the
opening of this conduit by the Chet Ha’eigel, it
would have been exceedingly difficult for one
to attain a Kapparah, due to the Mekatragim
who fight against Mechilah and say that it is
not warranted. The Teshuva of the Dor Dei’ah
together with the mighty Tefilos of Moshe
Rabbeinu, opened up the conduit for Teshuva
for all those who seek to do Teshuva, that their
Teshuva should be accepted. This is what the
Gemara means when it says that in all
punishment there is a part of the Eigel, for the
source of all sins come from the Chet Ha’eigel,
but it is also important to note that the source
of all Mechilah also comes from the Chet
Ha’eigel. Rashi says that Aharon was to take
an Eigel for a Korbon, and this would be an
atonement for his part of the making of the
Eigel. How could it be that he was to take an
Eigel when we know the rule that g '
11210 N1 — the antagonist cannot become the
defender — meaning that if the sin was done
with an Eigel, then the defense or the Teshuva
for this sin should not be done with the same
thing, namely the Eigel? However, based on
what we explained, that the remembrance of
the Eigel is actually a good thing for Klal
Yisroel for that is what opened the gates of
Teshuva for all time, then it is appropriate to
use it as a defense for the Chet Ha’eigel, for
mentioning it actually brings out the good, to
remember that Klal Yisroel can in fact attain
a Kapparah for their sins. Qv "nn)

The word, “97° seems to be
superfluous here, as the Posuk could have just
said, “nxon? 172 2 7av np.” Rashi says that
Aharon was to bring an Eigel as a Kapparah
for his sin of the Eigel. Brochos 59a — “'x
a0 nwyl o’ — “The antagonist cannot
become defender.” Based on this rule that the
antagonist cannot become the defender, why
would Aharon bring an Eigel as a Korbon, to
come to his defense, when the Eigel was what
he sinned with? The Medrash in Vayikra
Rabbah 20:6 tells us that Aharon Hakohen
was not part of the Chet Ha'eigel. However,
because it appeared to others that he was, it
was a Chillul Hashem. Thus, Aharon
Hakohen bringing specifically an Eigel was a
Kapparah for the Chillul Hashem that was
caused, for by bringing an Eigel it was proof
that in fact Aharon had no direct part in the
Chet Ha’eigel, for had he had a part in it, it
would have invoked the rule of nwya g ')
110 — and he would not have been able to
bring an Eigel for a Kapparah. This is why the
Posuk says, “97” — for you — Aharon, yes you
can bring an Eigel, for you did not have a
direct part in the Eigel, and this is to atone for
the Chillul Hashem caused by the perception
that Aharon was involved. (nwn nnw)

“They took what Moshe had
commanded to the front of the Ohel Moed, and
the entire assembly approached and stood

before Hashem.” The following Posuk says,
“D2™MN KT LIWYN T DIY QWK 12T AT NN NN
'T 125” - “And Moshe said: This is the thing
that Hashem has commanded you to do so that
the glory of Hashem will appear to you.” The
Posuk says that this is what Hashem
commanded, yet doesn’t tell us of any
command. If this Posuk is referring to the
commands regarding the Korbonos, this was
stated in the previous Posuk when it says that
Klal Yisroel fulfilled the commands of Hashem
that they had heard through Moshe. What
command is the Posuk referring to? Although
Teshuva is always accepted on some level, a
complete Teshuva is often achieved when done
near a Tzaddik. The Torah is discussing
Korbonos, and the main purpose of Korbonos
is Teshuva. The Posuk says, “tvin 7nx 19 9’
— which means that all were to go to the Ohel
Moed where Moshe Rabbeinu was, and to
learn from him the proper way to do Teshuva.
The Torah then stresses, “'T nI¥ "WUX 12TA 0T
wyn” — that the above was not a one-time
happening, but one should always act in this
manner, of going to the Tzadik of the
generation to learn how to do a proper
Teshuva. (xt9van x"nn)

The Torah is discussing the
Korbonos. However, we need to understand
what the Korbonos were all about, and the
direct connection this Parshah has to us now.
Although we are not Zoche to have the
opportunity to bring Korbonos now, the root of
the Mitzvah of Korbonos is very relevant to us
now and forever. It is all about doing Teshuva.
The Chet Ha'eigel was a terrible sin, yet
Hakodosh Boruch Hu forgave Klal Yisroel.
That is the opening for all time, that we must
know that we need to cry out to Hashem, and
seek a Kapparah, and if we do so, it will be
granted to us. There was a Chillul Hashem
caused by Aharon Hakohen appearing to be
involved with the Chet Ha’eigel. A Kapparah
was needed, and was going to be achieved
through the Korbon that he would bring — but
really it was the Machshavah that Aharon
Hakohen had, his truly seeking atonement
which was the impetus for the Kapparah.
Teshuva is what one must constantly work on.
Although we are not zoche to be able to bring
Korbonos, we are able to do Teshuva and
obtain a Kapparah for them. The Torah is
telling us here of the Mitzvah of Teshuva, and
it is through a proper Teshuva that one will be
Zoche to have the glory of Hashem revealed to
him. The Torah uses a Loshon Rabbim to
teach us that the best way to serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu and to do Teshuva is through the
Tzibur, which comes along with the assistance
of the Tzaddikim and Talmidei Chachomim.
Together as a Tzibur, Klal Yisroel can
accomplish amazing things, including having
the glory of Hashem revealed. May we be
Zoche to become one unit and serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu in a manner of 17n nnTh ny ana,
and be Zoche to have the Glory of Hashem
revealed to us.

For auestions comments, to Eurchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weeklx Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPsheteI@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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Meoros Hatzadikkim
Dvar Torah &
Weekly Yahrzeits
(English)
Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online form at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Sichat Hashavua
(Hebrew)
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ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH

is a free =)
weekly compilation of divrei

torah that is organzied, printed o
and distributed by Ramapost

to hundreds of readers. You

can view/download past and
present edtions at
RAMAPOST.CC
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LESSONS IN
LIKUTAY
TORAH

“The Lesson of the Humble Mount Sinai®
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Likutay Torah
(English)
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Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
(English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) Wellsprings
R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English)
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RAM HATORAH
Compilation of Divrei Torah
Ramapost.com/ram-hatorah
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info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
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382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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