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here are times in everyone’s life when we wish -
T usually helplessly - that we could be someone else.

Sometimes it is a person with unusual talent or
exemplary character which enables them to accomplish
achievements that we pedestrians can only long for. We
envy, without malice, people of remarkable perseverance
and humans with the near angelic property of always
smiling and being upbeat. We wish for some musical
talent and abandon the hope to reach the level of
knowledge and intellect of those geniuses that wander
into our lives. I have a confession to make: I am guilty of
all of the above, but there is something that I sometimes
wish for which I assume is unique. I wish I could have
been a fly on the wall when Yisro and his social-worker
had their sessions. What an interesting, enigmatic and
intriguing person!

We find Yisro as one of the three advisors to Pharaoh
when he devised the plan to throw all the Jewish children
into the sea. We should be able to assume that being
an advisor to the king presumes intelligence - despite
what our last election proved. He refuses to sign off on
the decree, and runs away to Midian, and was Zocheh
to have his descendants sitting in the Mikdash (Sotah
11a). Mefarshim enlighten us and teach that the Zechus
which Yisro had, in not participating in Pharaoh’s plan,
enabled him to give advice to Moshe and have a Parsha
named after him. He was the pope of Midian that realized
the folly of its Avodah Zara, and he renounced it, which
results in him being ostracized. No one would work for
him, so he must utilize his own daughters as shepherds,
who also suffer from him being an outcast (Rashi Shemos
2:16). Yisro then goes searching for g-d, and travels the
world with no success — he encountered EVERY Avoda
Zara - (he went to India, Africa, Jamaica and maybe even
Berkley California) - Rashi 18:11. He finally comes to
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the realization that op>xn xn1 ', and he joins Moshe
with great honor. It seems as if this lonely man searching
for the truth finally achieved his goal. But then we find
that he leaves again (18:27), and according to some even
BEFORE the giving of the Torah, saying that he is going
to be 1nnown 12 77n, his family (Rashi quoting Mechilta).
See 1wy a7, who explains that the Mechilta really
says Ny 732 535 max1 — the whole country. The actual
words of the Mechilta are: mm5n> oxax1 nrm 712 535 1ax
191wy XM Hnw 5120 .nrown o ann oapxy nn — which
he understands that Yisro was not able to convince the
entire country BUT ONLY HIS OWN FAMILY. Yisro
remains steadfast even in the face of Moshe’s impassioned
pleas for him to stay — see 9mbyna 10:29-32) based on the
reading of x7pn bSw wwa. However, see Ramban (Shemos
18:1) near the end where he says that nwy a1 52pw nxn
pary X5 1mya that Yisro in fact stayed with Moshe. See
Sforno here and in 7mbyna who seems to learn that Yisro
refused to go into Eretz Yisroel because of his age and
health - mmam nanx paR X napr Maon X5w - so much said
for a middle eastern diet.

We are even more startled at the -p - descendants of
Yisro — who Shaul has to warn to leave Amaleik, who they
were living with, before he goes to war with them. With
Amalek? One of the catalysts for Yisro becoming a Ger,
and yet they befriended them? They cannot sit still. In our
world, behavioral analysts would figure out some form of
an acronym with letters of the alphabet to describe that
diagnosis.

To understand this, we need to peek, just alittle, into what
so many of the Mefarshim discuss. Let’s start with Chidah
in Sefer 7k nmn Yisro, (*"xn »*an) 172 "naw in Shemos
s.v 1nm among others, who alert us to Yisro having some
of pp nnwi - which is why he descendants are called »p.
The Sefarim really go to town with this idea — enough to
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fill two or three articles — but not this one. We focus only
on this point: Part of Kayins punishment was to be ™ pa
yxa mnn (Beraishis 4:12-14) and as Rashi explains - 15 px
TNX Dpma TS Men - you cannot live in one place. A good
friend of mine Rav Nachum Eisenstien ZT’L, explained
the Pasuk T yaxa awn (Beraishis 4:16) to mean, that
even though awm always connotes permanence, in Kayin’s
life, even when he lived in one place, it felt shaky and
non-enduring. He was never comfortable where he was.
The Kayin/Yisro entity may really have been the first
wandering Jew.

We all know the Chazal about what prompted Yisro to
join Klal Yisroel — pbny nnnb>m mo o nymp. I once saw a
phenomenal understanding of this Chazal - though I can’t
find it now - and we can use it to understand another
question as well. The Pasuk relates — eight Pesukim after
Yisro’s arrival — that Moshe told him all that Hashem did
to Pharaoh and Mitzrayim, 7172 onxyn qwx nx5ni 53 nx

'n ob¥n all the trouble that had befallen them and that
Hashem had rescued them. Rashi explains “the trouble”
as being the Yam and Amalek. What was the need for
that, question many Mefarshim, Yisro knew this from the
start of his quest to embrace Yiddishkeit, that was the ynw
x11. What did Moshe add at this time? There is a yp»x1In
Vort here. All Yisro heard was of all the glorious oo1 that
Hashem did to these people on their way to accept the
Torah at Sinai. But the road to Sinai is not always paved
with supernatural miracles and riches pulled from the
dormant walls of the sea. But should it not be? I'm on my
way to You Hashem, determined to climb the 'n 1, so
make it easy for me. Hook me up with EZ-pass so I don’t
even have to stop. Moshe explained to Yisro that the two
things that moved you so, stirred you to join us are two
separate and distinct 'n namn, methods of dealing with
mankind. Krias Yam Suf required nothing on the part of
Yisroel - just decide to walk through - 3% o> 'm. No
hostages, no violence, just easy street with an ocean-front

view. Sometimes. The p5ny nnnn was the opposite, as we
learned from the Mishnah. There were times of pbny qan
and there were times of 5xaw» 1an, back and forth. We
won, but it was not without effort. Even when we thought
we had conquered them again, the enemy renewed itself
and the suffering continued. Moshe was teaching Yisro
how to deal with nuror EVEN when we try to elevate
ourselves towards the genuine greatness of being »Tay
'n. Be prepared for the setback, because that is all part
of the 1roy, especially for someone coming from so far
away. See Sforno as he explains the nx>n - trouble as ayna
pony nnmom xnya - all the problems. Rabeinu Bachya
includes the bitter waters and “the bread which they
brought along from Mitzrayim spoiling” (see Rav Chavel
who cannot find a source for that - I guess I am not
alone) and Milchamos Amalek. Not just the rewarding
miracles that revitalize and encourage, but also the trying
days in which we are overcome, losing ground. We must
endeavor to rise above, never losing sight of the vision of
Moshe reminding us to be omwaw omax 125 praywn.

The lesson for all of us is any effort to improve our
Ruchnius should be easily achieved, but the Yetzer
Harah has not retired yet and there is always a mvp (see
Rav Tzaodk in "wvap pr1¥n np7¥). Our job is bx 1w nan, to
overcome the natural frustration of “gimme a break”
which all comes from the Yetzer Harah. It is a hard job,
but I always tell Talmidim that always, or almost always,
that what’s easy is usually not worth it.

May we all be Zocheh to see mnna all of the oo1 that
Hashem promised us.

Among those who are mywr5 ooyn.

»Raf e AV

/J\"/f >l pPrn
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World
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2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Mishpatim: Remembering a Time Thirty-Six Years Ago

hirty-six years ago this Shabbos I stood on the

bimmainShomrei EmunahofBaltimore, leyned
Parshas Mishpatim and became a bar mitvah. When
I look back on pictures of that scrawny, pimply,
and slightly geeky thirteen-year-old it’s hard to
say with any conviction that I became a ‘man’ on
that day, but it was a momentous occasion of my
youth and part of a childhood and time of life that
I find myself reflecting back on. As I celebrate my
double Chai bar mitzvah anniversary and begin my
fiftieth year on this planet, I would like to speak a
little bit about reminiscing and of man’s tendency
to peer back through the annals of one’s life.

We are encouraged to be people who live life
retrospectively. Remember what Amalek did to you
in the dessert. Believe in G-d who brought you out
of Mitzraim. Remember on a daily or weekly basis
the creation of the world. Look back and evaluate
your deeds and misdeeds and where indicated
engage in repentance. Remember your history as
being slaves. NX1 |'RN VT - know from where you
have come. Recountthe narrative of the Exodus, the
destruction of the Beis HaMikdash and other critical
events over the millennia. One can fillan oversized
bookcase with notebooks outlining Judaism’s
emphasis on introspection, retrospection and the
role of collective and personal history and memory.

Why then am I at all hesitant to go down
the proverbial memory lane as I find myself
approaching the half-century mark? What could be
wrong with reminiscences of the good old days and
recollections of a different, simpler, and wide-eyed
timeofone’slifeand perhapsoftheworldasawhole?

Let me answer that with a thought from this week’s
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parsha. While the ordering of the content of the
parshiyos of Yisro and Mishpatim is a source of
debate, what is clear is the conceptual statement
that the Torah is making. After the experience of
the transcendent and sublime at ma’amad Har
Sinai the Torah quickly shifts to discussions of
the necessary behavior towards a Jewish slave,
a lengthy discourse about damages, the proper
treatment of a neighbors fallen animal and a
whole host of other, somewhat technical laws.

The implied statement indicated by this shift
from the broad, transcendent, and historical to
the technical and specific would seem to be the
following. As critical as the experience and memory
of inspired and transformative events are, they
need to be meaningfulin the present. Ma’amad Har
Sinai means nothing unless it leads to an expansion
of our spiritual universe in how we deal with
slaves, in how sensitive we are to someone else’s
property, in how the most downtrodden among
us are treated, in the relationship that we have
with the land and in hundreds of other areas both
big and small. Ma’amad Har Sinai was absolutely
critical not as a stand-alone historical event but
in what it meant and established in regards to
the grand scheme - HKB’H’s relationship with Am
Yisroel, Moshe’s preeminent place as a Navi etc. —
and in what it animated in regards to daily behavior
and the pursuit of a life of meaning and sanctity.

This desire to view Ma’amad Har Sinai as an
animating and propelling event as opposed
to something that in any way stands alone is
highlighted by the lack of clarity as to which
day the Torah was given on and by the refusal
to identify which mountain is in fact Sinai. The

OO



Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

message seems to be clear. Do not glorify this
moment and this place qua the moment and
place. Rather see mattan Torah as an event whose
relevance is only in how it informs the present.

That seems to be the relevant question when
it comes to reminiscing and both recalling and
reveling in the past. Am I looking back to somehow
infuse the present with meaning and purpose
or am I in a way escaping from the present
moment? In my own humble opinion, I cannot
emphasize enough the following statement.
Usually unknowingly man often creates an entire
network of exit doors and escape hatches. If I'm
somehow living in or glorifying (often mistakenly)
the past, if I'm stuck in regret or outsized shame, if
I’'m overly worried and preoccupied with the future
then I may be present in the moment in body, but
my spirit is elsewhere. I have escaped from the
present moment.

The present moment is exquisitely beautiful in its
simplicity. Iamalive,Iam breathing, I have beracha
inmy life,Iam conscious of myownsouland of G-d’s
presence in my life. The present moment is simple,
but it is completely whole and rich in its simplicity.
Living life somehow stuck in the past or wrapped
up in the future or becoming immersed in feelings
of guilt, shame or continuous worry is the easiest
route to simply living a life in which joy and peace
has become eviscerated. Are we fully present in
the moment or is our life filled with exit doors that
we are often more than happy to wander through?

When is memory and reminiscing fully appropriate
and completely healthy? The father of a very dear
friend of ours passed away sometime during
the last year. The deceased was someone who
possessed a beautiful soul and a true gentleness
of spirit and was blessed with wonderful
children, grandchildren, and super-cute great
grandchildren. Soon before his death he was
visited in Florida by one of his grandsons and
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while they were sitting outside talking, the man, I
believe with tears in his eyes, asked his grandson
‘why me, why our family, how was I the one who
was so lucky?’ When our friend relayed this to me
recently, I was also tearing up. How exquisitely
beautiful. The ability to look back reflectively
on 90 years with a spirit filled with gratitude,
humility, and peace. It’s the paradigm of capturing
moments from one’s past or thinking about one’s
future in a way that is completely healthy and
that completely infuses and elevates the present.

I hope that in many ways I’'m capable of the same.
In many ways I had a great upbringing in Baltimore
with my family, friends, community, and shul. My
Bar Mitzvah and that time of my life exists in my
memory as the crystallization of those experiences
and upbringing. My years in Yeshiva were filled
with incredible joy, growth, and connection. I
hope though that they are memories that don’t
just stand on their own but that both cultivate
deep appreciation for my life as well as helping to
continue to instill in me values and direction for
myself and for my family. I would like to be able
to always stay completely present in the moment
while continuing to be cognizant that my life now is
a small simple and joyful note in a broad, complex
symphony that spans throughout the entirety of
my days and that extends well before my life and
well beyond.

Everyone should have a good Shabbos

R’ Blass
blass@yu.edu
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Or if it was known — yTi IX

A man was caught in the act of committing a crime and was brought
before the judge. At his trial, the man said that he never intended to
be in the situation he found himself, but because of several events
that happened to him he got to where he is now. He was really sorry
for that which he did and promised that he would never go back to
his bad ways. The judge accepted his words and released him with just
a small fine. A short while later the man was again caught and again
brought before the judge. The judge looked at him astonished, “Didn’t
you faithfully promise me that you would never do that again?” The
man replied that true, he did not intend to do it, but life happens and
brought him to where he is. However, he really pleaded for his soul
and he righteously promised that he would not return to his
foolishness. The judge again had mercy on him and released him with
a small fine. But when the man was brought before the judge a third
time after committing the same crime, the judge did not want to hear
any excuses. “If you know that certain situations are going to bring
you to do the wrong thing, then you have to be more careful”, and
with that he punished him harshly.
The Torah teaches us (21:36) that when an ox [or a bull] gores the first
or second time it is called ‘a tam’ and is let off with a light punishment.
But when the ox gores a third time it is called ‘a muad’ and then it and
its owner are punished severely, in line with the severity of the
damage. The same applies to each and every one of us. A person who
inadvertently commits a sin is not treated the same as a person he
repeats his sin, since he already recognizes his yetzer and knows that
he is likely to fall in those places, therefore, the case brought against
him is greater. He should have been more careful, to keep himself far
away from it.
Everyone knows his weaknesses and knows exactly where he is liable
to stumble. Therefore, it is specifically in those places that he must be
extra careful, and so, it is specifically in those places that Shlomo
HaMelech refers to when he wrote (Mishlei 12:10) w91 1x vy
'Imnina - ‘The righteous one knows the needs of his animal’s soul’, you
know your own animalistic soul and you know which way it is leaning.
Watch yourself that you do not stumble, for the one who has already
stumbled, the case against him is much stronger. He should have been
more careful, to keep himself far away from it.

- Tiv HaTorah - Mishpatim

RAMAP

MARKETING | DESIGN |

NI NNIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NNYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYYW ANIDI NIDTY
NPIN NIN 2 INYYHINTNNDIENPAY NIY 2 DTN 0NN

-
OO |
English Edition
B GO &
Mishpatim
5781

4O¥R
No.

554.453

'lAnoni niwoa X'
‘He creates souls and their deficiencies’

“Abba, when will you come home early?! It has been a long time
that you are not home in the evening!!!”
This is the gist of what | hear from my little daughter lately, who
misses me terribly when | come home late. What can | do? One
worker is sitting shiva for his father who passed away. Another
worker stopped working and went back to learn in yeshiva, Baruch
Hashem. Another one does not feel well. In short, there are no
workers and since | own the business, | have to fill in and make up
for the other workers until late at night.
One day my daughter called and begged me to close the store, and
just come home so we can eat dinner together. My heart tightened
within me and | tried to explain to her that there are no workers
and | cannot simply close the store, but | gave her hope by telling
her that if she davened perhaps Hashem would bring a solution.
| hung up and my heart ached, as it was clear to me that she did
not understand, and how could | explain it to her?!
The last conversation with my daughter was heard through the
speaker of the computer and my worker heard it. Not four minutes
passed and a former worker came into the store and asked, “Tell
me, why don’t you go home for a few hours and | will cover for
you? At least until your worker gets up from shiva?”
This is a worker who every time | asked him to cover for me, he
always came up with an excuse why he could not do it. Now he is
offering me his services. The other worker jumped in and said that
my daughter had just called begging him to come home.
| left the store and called home to let them know the change in
plans. They were overly excited. My younger daughter recruited
her older sister and brother and they all said five chapters of
Tehillim and just when they finished, | called.
We see the extent of the power of prayer. It literally reaches the
Throne of Glory, to grant the will of my daughter, and change the
will of a worker who always refuses to work, and the power of
prayer did its job.
With thanks to Hashem for all His kindnesses.
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Then his master should bring him to the judges and shall bring him
to the door or to the doorpost, and the master shall bore through
his ear with the awl, and he shall serve him forever. (21:6)

Rashi explains: And his master shall bore through his ear — Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakai said (Kiddushin 22b): “This ear that heard at Har
Sinai, ‘You shall not steal’, and he went and stole, let it be bored.
And if he sold himself, an ear that heard at Har Sinai (Vayikra 25:55)
'DrTay 7R a9 D' - ‘for the Children of Israel are slaves to Me’,
and he went and acquired another master for himself, let it be
bored.” Rebbe Shimon expounded this posuk as pleasing as a packet
of pearls. What makes a door and a doorpost unique among all the
furnishings in the house? HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “The door and
the doorposts that were witnesses in Egypt when | skipped over the
lintel and the two doorposts, and | said, ‘for the Children of Israel
are slaves to me,” ‘They are my slaves, and not slaves of slaves’, yet
this person, went and acquired a different master for himself, his
ear should be bored in their presence.”

Based on all the reasons that Rashi brings, we are left wondering
about something. True, the ear did hear at Har Sinai ‘Lo Signov’ — ‘Do
not steal’ just as it heard ‘ki li Bnei Yisrael avadim’ — ‘for the Children
of Israel are slaves to me’, and it is correct to punish him by boring his
ear. However, what is the difference between these hearings and the
other things that Bnei Yisrael heard at Har Sinai? Why did the Torah
not obligate the boring of the ear for transgressing ‘do not steal’, or
for choosing another master for himself? Even one who transgresses
the other hearings is admonished for not heeding what the ear had
heard, and if this is so, then it would have been appropriate to have
a general punishment for the other things that were said at Sinai.
Additionally, we must understand if the boring comes to him as a
punishment for not heeding the hearing of ‘do not steal’, then why
do we punish him only after he is sold and he does not want to leave
his servitude? He has still violated the prohibition of ‘do not steal’.
We must conclude that there is a distinction between one who
transgresses the other mitzvos and this one who must be bored. One
who transgresses the mitzvos does not demonstrate that chalila he is
disregarding what his ear has heard, we must say that they have
heard well and we warn them to be careful. However, when they are
faced with the challenge, they are then controlled by their hearts and
they cannot overpower their own hearts. The fact that they stumbled
is a testimony to that specific time when they were not in control and
they did what they did. However, this does not prove that they
disparage the very keeping of the mitzvos.

Even one who violates the prohibition of ‘do not steal’, is categorized
like others who transgress the mitzvos. We can even judge him
favorably and say that he really wants to keep from stealing, but at
the moment he stumbled he could not withstand the challenge. True,
from now on he wants to distance himself from the prohibition, he
even demonstrates this by selling himself for six years in order to
repay the theft. Therefore, he is not obligated to have his ear bored,
since this does not demonstrate that he is disregarding his obligation
forever.
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However, all this applies to someone who accepts his punishment to
work for six years, implying that he wants to be free from his master
who he has acquired for himself. He demonstrates this because even
initially he does not want to be in servitude to someone else, he is
only doing this to fulfill the will of Hashem and correct his mistake.
This is not so with the one who has reached his time to leave and he
wants to extend his servitude. This one shows that even when he
stole it was not a result of a momentary lapse, rather, it was with
total disregard. His nature is to trample all the mitzvos and warnings
with his heel, and so he is ready and prepared to serve someone else
for the rest of his days without thinking about what HaKadosh
Baruch Hu said, ‘For the Bnei Yisrael are slaves to Me’. By doing this
he shows that he has not set his ear to hear what is good, and by
rights it should be bored. Not only for saying “I do not want to go
free” but also for the original violation ‘do not steal’, for now he
demonstrates that even then this is the reason he stumbled.

You learn from these words that the main complaint against the
sinner is not specifically the fact that he stumbled, but rather, it is
because he is pleased about it. Based on this you can understand
that the main reason that the trait of justice is so focused on the
general and on the particular is only when Israel shows that they are
pleased with their bad actions. Their actions indicate that their
stumbling is better than their repentance. This shows that their sin
was not a result of a momentary lapse to a challenge, for if this were
so, then when the difficulty of the challenge has passed, they would
repent for their inadequacy, were they not pleased with their folly
Rachmana litzlan.

Rabeinu Yohan (Sha’arei Teshuva Sha’ar 1) points out they are fit to
be punished for this: ‘You should know that when the sinner delays
doing Teshuva from his sin, his punishment gets heavier every day.
He knows that the anger has gone out on him, and he has an escape
route. The escape route is Teshuva, but he stands in rebellion, in his
bad ways. It is up to him to turn things around as he will not survive
the anger and the heat, therefore, his bad choices are terrible.

Our Rabbis z”l have stated regarding this (Koheles Rabbah 7:32):
‘This may be compared to a band of robbers who were locked up in
a prison. One of them dug a tunnel and they all escaped, except for
one who remained there and did not escape. The warden came, saw
the tunnel, and the one who remained, and he started to beat him
with a stick. He said to him, “This is a difficult day, the tunnel is dug
before you, and you did not rush to save yourself!”’

His words imply that the main complaint against the person is only
that his actions show that he does not want to serve his Creator so
much. From this we see that those who stumble do not necessarily
want to repent.

We must constantly inspect our actions and immediately repent for
our sins and inappropriate actions. However, on the other hand, the
words urge us to strengthen those who stumble easily when
confronted by their yetzer, and sometimes we see that the Satan
succeeds even when it is against their will. They cannot give up hope.
They cannot give up the battle. As long as they are not pleased with
the sin, guilt is not placed upon them. The truth of the matter is that
they must confess their sins and repent with a broken heart, then
the anger will not go out on them.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Mishpatim 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“And these are the judgments that you shall place before them”

The Divine Tanna Rashbi Began the Last Parsha of Shovivim:
“This Is the System of Gilgul the Laws Governing Neshamos”

Itis fitting that we begin our essay on parshas Mishpatim
with the words of the divine Tanna, Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai. He begins his elucidation of the parsha by focusing
on the opening passuk (Shemos 21, 1): qwx ooawnn aoxr
"mmaY o'wn—and these are the judgments that you shall
place before them. Targum Onkelos comments: These
are the laws that you should arrange before them.
Simply understood, the Targum is referring to the laws
pertaining to dealings between man and his fellow man,
which are discussed in this parsha. Rashbi, however, takes
a differentapproach. He interprets the Targum as referring
to the laws and regulations governing the reincarnation of
neshamos. After quoting the opening passuk of the parsha
and the related Targum cited above, he says: 171179 129K 198"
"ragaiy Yapy m an Yo nTnNT pnnwrr vt Xyuvar—this is
the system of “gilgul” (reincarnation), the laws that
govern souls; each one is judged accordingly, receiving
its due punishment. Not surprisingly, the commentaries
find this perplexing. What is the connection between the
words: “These are the judgments that you shall place
before them” and the punishments and regulations that
determine the reincarnation of neshamos?

Rashbi Is Alluding to the Reincarnations
of Neshamos Whose Tikuns Are Prescribed
in Parshas Mishpatim

I would like to share with our esteemed audience a novel
interpretation of my own of Rashbi’s comments, which is

based on the teachings of our master, the Arizal. The six
weeks during which we read the first six parshiyos of
sefer Shemos are called Shovivim--g»aame . This name is
obtained from the first letters of these six parshiyos: nm'w
A Tn yw'a XA IR These six weeks are an opportune
time to repent and perform complete teshuvah for all of our
sins. This applies especially to actions that have sullied the
kedushah of our eyes and the kedushah of the Bris. The navi
alludes to this matter with his pronouncement (Yirmiyah
3, 14): "maz1w o713 1=3w"—repent, wayward children. In
other words, return to Hashem by performing teshuvah
during the six weeks of Shovivim.

The Arizal explains why this six-week period is a
propitious time for rectifying all of our wrongdoings
through teshuvah. If we consider the content of these six
parshiyos, we see thatthey portray the difficult enslavement
Yisrael experienced during the galus in Mitzrayim, the
miraculous, supernatural geulah from Mitzrayim and,
lastly and most precious of all, the receiving of the Torah
at Har Sinai. These events afforded all of the neshamos
that had reincarnated into Mitzrayim a wonderful tikun for
all of their transgressions and rebellious behavior in the

previous generations.

The Arizal discusses this matter at length in Sha’ar
HaPesukim (Shemos). When Adam HaRishon sinned by
eating from the forbidden Eitz HaDa’as, all of the neshamos
that were contained within him also sinned and were
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tarnished. As we know, HKB”H affords all neshamos the
opportunity for tikun, as per the passuk (Shmuel II 14, 14):
"m1 1an e onbab mavnna awinr’—He devises strategies,
so that no one will be banished from Him. Therefore, He
arranged for these neshamos to reincarnate several times
to achieve their complete tikun.

The Arizal details the journey of those neshamos.
Initially, they reincarnated into the generation of the mabul;
however, they remained flawed and behaved corruptly.
Subsequently, they reincarnated into the generation of the
dispersion. There, too, they behaved corruptly; they built
the tower to rebel against Hashem; thus, they failed once
again to remedy their flaw. Then, they reincarnated a third
time, into the inhabitants of Sedom, who were exceedingly
wicked and displayed a disdain for justice. Ultimately, they
reincarnated into the neshamos of Yisrael in Mitzrayim,
where they were purified by the hardships of slavery.
Their tikun was completed when they left Mitzrayim and
received the Torah.

They Suffered Terribly in Mitzrayim
“Measure for Measure”

Accordingly, the Arizal explains that all of the suffering
endured by Yisrael in galus Mitzrayim constituted
punishments that were “midah k'neged midah” to atone
for their transgressions in their previous incarnations.
Corresponding to the generation that was wiped out
by the boiling, turbulent waters of the mabul, Pharaoh
decreed (Shemos 1, 22): "imizsvwn aaIRen o 1an bo'—
every male child that will be born, you shall throw him
into the river. Regarding the sins they committed during
the generation of the dispersion, it says (Bereishis 11, 3):
maabn any Rt nanwy nanwa oaaal b 1an Y YR IR 1R
"1y By [ A jaRY—each man said to his fellow,
“Come, let us make bricks and burn them in fire.” And
the brick served them as stone, and the bitumen served
them as plaster. They attempted to ascend to the heavens,
deny Hashem’s sovereignty and wage war against Him.
Consequently, in Mitzrayim, they were punished as follows
(Shemos 1, 10): mwp a113ys oin AR 1R L9 aaRonna nan”
"ge1ava1 anins—come, let us act wisely toward them.

Shvilei Pinches

. . They embittered their lives with hard work, with
mortar and with bricks. Corresponding to the building of
the city and the tower in that previous reincarnation, they
were punished accordingly in Mitzrayim (ibid. 11): *=p 122"
"gonya AN INa NN yaab nusvn—they built storage cities
for Pharaoh, Pitom and Raamses.

We can now comprehend the connection between the
parshiyos of Shovivim and the tikun of the neshamos
that ended up in Mitzrayim through the process of
reincarnation. The first four parshiyos—Shemaos, Vaeira,
Bo and Beshalach—chronicle the galus in Mitzrayim and
its geulah. They afforded those neshamos an amazing
tikun; Mitzrayim was the iron crucible that refined and
purified them. The connection between parshas Yisro and
the tikun of those neshamos is also quite clear. After all, the
grand purpose of the tikun of those neshamos in Mitzrayim
was so that they would receive the Torah.

Concerning the connection between parshas Yisro
and the tikun of those neshamos, the Arizal adds another
important point. Yisro counselled Moshe to establish a
system of judges throughout Yisrael (ibid. 18, 22): mawr
That

advice relates directly to the tikun of the neshamos of the

"ny Y33 myn nR—to judge the people at all times.

people of Sedom, who demonstrated a total disregard for
decency and justice, as it is written (Bereishis 13, 13):
mRn 'y @RvM @epn o1to wiRT'—the people of Sedom
were exceedingly wicked and sinful to Hashem. Rashi
comments: They were wicked with their bodies and
sinful with their property. Hence, to accomplish their
tikun, they reincarnated into the neshamos of Yisrael that
were brought to justice by the judges and court system
established by Moshe Rabeinu.

Now, to explain the connection with parshas Mishpatim.
This parsha describes in detail all the laws related to theft
and damages between man and his fellow man. According
to the Arizal, these laws represent a tikun for the neshamos
of the generation of the mabul. For, in addition to behaving
corruptly in matters of kedushah, they were also guilty of
theft. Concerning the former, the Torah says (ibid. 6, 12): »2”
"yarm vy 1917 nx aws Yo nonwn—for all flesh had corrupted
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its way upon the earth. Concerning the latter, the Torah
says (ibid. 13): mx'n »5 =28% 82 qwa Y5 yp m HR 2opoR anxer”
"araan onn yart—G-d said to Noach, “The end of all flesh
has come before Me, for the earth is filled with robbery
through them; and behold, I am about to destroy them
from the earth.”

Thus, we have learned from the Arizal that the period
of mmazw—during which we read the six parshiyos of
DUvaw™ 11 MYw's 8’8 RN n'w—is the period of tikun for
all the neshamos from the generations of the mabul and
the dispersion, and for the inhabitants of Sedom, who
reincarnated into Mitzrayim. Therefore, it is vital during
this period that we also strive to rectify our partin the “cheit
Eitz HaDa’as.” This is the emphatic message of the navi:
“Repent, wayward children”--"m»aamw mua 121w” . After all,
all of our neshamos were part of Adam HaRishon when he
sinned. Therefore, he was condemned by HKB”H to die, as
it is written (ibid. 2, 17): "n1man 1 1nan 7958 a1 *»5”—for on
the day you eat of it, you shall surely die. This decree
applied to all of creation.

"MW NYXR1” versus "n*uopwnn nvx1"

We will now introduce an amazing allusion presented
by the great Rabbi Meir Yehudah of Bukavosk in the
sefer Ohr L'Meir (Shemos). He notes that the first parsha
of Shovivim—parshas Shemos—opens with the word
"moxy” ("mmw mYxt). Similarly, the sixth and last parsha
of Shovivim—parshas Mishpatim—opens with the word
"moxy” ("mroawnn fvxr). Now, the gematria of "mbxv” is 42,
alluding to the 42 days of the six weeks of Shovivim.

Furthermore, we can add a beautiful tidbit concerning
these two uses of "riux1”. Atthe beginning of his commentary
on parshas Mishpatim, Rashi teaches us: Wherever the
Torah employs the term "y, it negates that which has
been stated previously; wherever it employs "oy, it
adds to that which has been stated previously.

Accordingly, we can conjecture that the Torah
intentionally employed the term "mY8v"—rather than

"R’ without a “vav”—in the first and last parshiyos of

Shvilei Pincles

Shovivim, to teach us that HKB”H did not reject or abandon
the neshamos of those previous generations (mentioned
in sefer Bereishis). On the contrary, he adds to them by
affording them their tikun during these six parshiyos.

This illuminates for us Rashbi’s profound and enigmatic
interpretation of the opening passuk of this week’s parsha:
This is the system of “gilgul,” the laws that govern
souls; each one is judged accordingly, receiving its due
punishment. He was alluding to the teaching of the Arizal
that the tikunim of the neshamos that reincarnated into
Mitzrayim are completed in this parsha. Hence, we must all
recognize that it is incumbent upon us to make amends for all
our flaws and wrongdoings during these six weeks, in keeping
with the admonition: “Repent, wayward children!”

Understanding the Rationales for the Mitzvos
Improves One’s Character
and Corrects One’s Conduct

With this understanding, it gives me great pleasure to
explain Rashi’s comment on the first passuk of this week’s
parsha, which is founded on the words of Rabbi Akiva in the
Mechilta: HKB”H said to Moshe: Do not presume that it
will suffice to teach them a chapter or halachah two or
three times until they can repeat it correctly but not
to bother to impart to them an understanding of their
rationales and meanings. Hence, the passuk specifies
“that you will place before them”—like a table that is
set and ready for someone to eat from.

It appears that Rabbi Akiva arrived at this conclusion,
because the Torah employs the word “mishpatim” instead
of “chukim.” As we know, “chukim” are mitzvos whose
rationales are unknown to us; whereas, “mishpatim” are
mitzvos whose rationales we can understand. As Rashi
explains (Vayikra 18, 4): These (“mishpatim”) are matters
that are stated in the Torah in judgment, i.e. laws which
accord with human reason, that if they had not been
stated, they would have been worthy of having been
stated. With regards to “chukim”: These are matters
that are a decree of the King, concerning which the
yetzer hara inquires, “Why should we observe them?” .
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.. For example, eating pork, wearing sha’atnez and the
purification of the waters of the sprinkling.

So, “These are the

‘mishpatim’ that you shall place before them,” it was

since the passuk specifies:

apparent to Rabbi Akiva that Moshe Rabeinu was instructed
to teach Yisrael the mitzvos along with their rationales;
“mishpatim” must be understood. We can suggest that this
passuk is what prompted the Rambam to write (Hilchos
Meilah 8, 8): It is appropriate for a person to explore
the statutes (“mishpatim”) of the holy Torah and know
their ultimate purpose to the best of his ability.

Letussuggestthatthereason HKB”H commanded Moshe
Rabeinu to teach Yisrael the rationales for the mitzvos here
in parshas Mishpatim coincides with another teaching of
the Rambam. He writes (Hilchos Temurah 4, 13) that it is
vital to strive to comprehend the underlying reasons for the
mitzvos, even for mitzvos that are categorized as “chukim”:
To improve one’s character and correct one’s conduct.
Here is a pertinent excerpt of his valuable insight:

Although all of the statutes of the Torah are decrees,
as we explained at the end of Hilchos Me’ilah, it
behooves us to explore them and provide rationales
for them, wherever it is possible to do so. For, the early
sages said that Shlomo HaMelech understood most of
the rationales for all the statutes of the Torah ... All of
these precepts are meant to subjugate one’s yetzer and
improve one’s character. Similarly, most of the Torah’s
laws are merely forms of advice given from afar from
the Greatest Advisor to improve one’s character and
correct one’s conduct.

Accordingly, since the period of Shovivim—which
constitutes a wonderful tikun for all the neshamos that
went astray and were corrupted, compelling them to
reincarnate into Yisrael in Mitzrayim—we can suggest:
This is why HKB”H urged Moshe Rabeinu: “These are the
‘mishpatim’ that you shall place before them”—it is
crucial that you teach Yisrael the rationales underlying the
mitzvos, since they will help them immensely to improve
their character and correct their conduct.

Shvilei Pinclhes

Like a Table that Is Set
and Ready to Be Eaten from

Following this glorious path, we will now focus on
Rashi’s comment concerning Rabbi Akiva’s elucidation:
Hence, the passuk specifies “that you will place before
them”—Ilike a table that is set and ready for someone
to eat off. We will endeavor to explain why he compared
Torah-study to a table that is set and ready to be eaten from.
Let us suggest that he wished to allude to a wonderful
aspect of the tikun accomplished by “gilgul neshamos.” We
have learned in the Mishnah (Avos 3, 3):

Rabbi Shimon (bar Yochai) says: Three people who
ate at the same table and did not speak divrei-Torah
at the table, it is as if they had eaten of offerings to the
dead, as it is said (Yeshayah 28, 8): “For all tables are
full of vomit and filth, without the Omnipresent.” But
three people who ate at the same table and did speak
divrei-Torah at the table, it is as if they had eaten at the
table of the Omnipresent, Blessed is He, as it is said
(Yechezkel 41, 22): “And he said to me, ‘This is the table
that is before Hashem.”

The Ba’al Shem Tov hakadosh explains why not speaking
divrei-Torah at the table is so terrible. His explanation
is brought down in the sefer Be’er Mayim on the Pesach

Haggadah:

“Three people who ate at the same table and did
not speak divrei-Torah at the table, it is as if they had
eaten of offerings to the dead.” This is so, because the
deceased reincarnates into a human’s food, so that
they will discuss words of Torah over it. As a result,
he (the person consuming the food and speaking words of
Torah) revives the dead person in that reincarnation.
If, however, they did not discuss words of Torah, then
he sacrifices the dead person reincarnated in that food
and relegates him to an inanimate state. That is what
is meant when he says “offerings of the dead.”

To explain the concept further, we will refer to the
teachings of the Arizal in Sha’ar HaGilgulim (Introduction
22). He explains that bad people reincarnate into one
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of four states—inanimate, plant, animal or human
(possessing the power of speech):

The tzaddik, through his actions and the mitzvos
he performs while eating and the like, possesses
the power to clarify parts of inanimate objects and
elevate them to the status of plant-life, to animal-life
and to human beings—as we have explained in Sha’ar
HaMitzvos in parshas Eikev in relation to the mitzvah
of Birkas HaMazon. In reality, a wicked person, due to
his actions, causes the opposite to occur; they lower
rather than elevate. There are types of transgressions
that cause part of a person to descend to the state of the
inanimate; and there are some that cause descent to
the state of plant-life; and some to the state of animal-
life without the power of speech (non-human).

Accordingly, there wicked people who

reincarnate into inanimate rocks after their death,

are

based on what sins he committed in his lifetime. There
are wicked people who reincarnate into plants, and
there are some that reincarnate into animals. For, on
account of their transgressions, they are comparable
to animals; in some ways, they are comparable to
one another and share the same status. Now, those
that reincarnate in this manner, remain there for
a set period of time, until the sin that caused him to
reincarnate into a plant is expunged. When that time
has been completed, he ascends and reincarnates into
an animal. When that time is completed, he ascends
and reincarnates into an actual human being.

Further on, the Arizal explains the process of ascent of
those neshamos that reincarnated into inanimate objects.
A plant is nurtured by the earth, which is inanimate;
thus, the soul that reincarnated into an inanimate state is
elevated to the level of plant-life. Subsequently, when an
animal comes along and consumes the plant or vegetation,
the soul is elevated to the level of animal-life. Thus, when
a human being, with the capacity of speech, slaughters
the animal properly and consumes its flesh after reciting
a berachah, the elements of the neshamah in the animal
are elevated and unite with that human being; it becomes

Shvilei Pincles

an inseparable part of his being. When he studies Torah
and serves Hashem with the energy, strength and vitality
he derived from the food, he accomplishes a tikun for
all of those neshamos that were elevated step by step
from the inanimate to the plant to the animal to the
human being.

This clarifies the Ba’al Shem Tov’s explanation of the
Mishnah very nicely: “Three people who ate at the same
table and did not speak divrei-Torah at the table, it is as
if they had eaten of offerings to the dead.” If they neglect
to speak divrei-Torah over the food, they prevent the soul of
the deceased from ascending and returning to the status of
a speaking human being. For, it can only ascend and achieve
a tikun via the power of Torah-study. Consequently, it is as
if he has slaughtered the deceased; it is doomed, because it
has been deprived of spiritual elevation.

“Three that ate together at the same table”
Alludes to the Inanimate Object the Plant
and the Animal

We will now add a fascinating insight from the Yagel
Yaakov (Mikeitz). The three eating together at the same
table is an allusion to: »mm ,mmixs marn—the inanimate,
plant and animal elements that are always present at
a Jew’s table. For, when he eats the meat of an animal,
he is, in fact, also consuming the holy “nitzotzot” of the
inanimate elements and plant elements that were elevated

and incorporated into that animal.

Now, the purpose of clarifying and elevating all of
the “nitzotzot” to the level of a3tan—mankind with the
faculty of speech—is so that man will elevate them to
Hashem by utilizing their nourishment to engage in Torah
study. Consequently, if a person does not speak divrei-
Torah at his table while dining, he fails to put these added
resources he has consumed to good use and, in effect,
is killing them and dragging them down to the spiritual
abyss. He has taken them from a spiritual peak down to a
spiritual depth; this is akin to eating from offerings of the
deceased—“mizivchei meitim.”
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It is worth noting one more essential point. Until now,
these sparks of kedushah that were located in the three
lower domains--'mt mmgn mar —were incapable of
uttering divrei-Torah or prayers to Hashem. After all, only
mankind, 1271, was endowed by HKB”H with the faculty
of speech and the ability to learn Torah and praise Hashem
with the twenty-two letters of the Torah. So, until now,
they could best be described by the passuk (Tehillim 39, 3):
|31 ¥aR3T 3100 nwnn a1t nnbR’—I became mute with
stillness, I was silent from the good; and my pain was
intensified. As the passuk indicates, an existence without
the capacity to engage in Torah study is intensely painful.

Once, however, they have been consumed by a human
being with the capacity of speech, and have been fully
integrated into his being, they gain the capacity to speak.
Therefore, it is vital to take advantage of the very first
opportunity after consuming these “nitzotzot” to utilize
their nourishment to speak divrei-Torah. For, until now,
they were limited and mute and incapable of fulfilling their
intended potential. Thus, he enables them to achieve their
tikun. Failing to do so, prevents these holy sparks from
achieving spiritual elevation, and it is as if one is partaking
of “zivchei meitim.”

\!f
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We can now rejoice with a sense of accomplishment.
We now comprehend HKB”H’s directive to Moshe: “These
are the ‘mishpatim’ that you shall place before them.”
According to Rashi, HKB”"H was exhorting Moshe to make
the effort to teach Yisrael the underlying rationales for the
mitzvos, like a table that has been set and is ready to be
eaten from. After all, the real tikun is to perform mitzvos
with a proper understanding. In the words of the Rambam,
this is a wonderful way “to improve one’s character and
correct one’s conduct.”

This explains Rabbi Akiva’s intriguing comparison of
Torah-study to “a table that has been set and is ready to
be eaten from.” A table that has been set with prepared
food must be used to elevate the neshamos that have gone
through the process of gilgul from inanimate to plant to
animal stages. This spiritual elevation is accomplished by
speaking divrei-Torah at the table. In similar fashion, when
studying Torah, the rationales for the mitzvos must be
sought and explained. For, this constitutes the main tikun
for all the neshamos that underwent the process of gilgul
to rectify their actions in Olam HaZeh.

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he Parsha begins with Hashem telling Moshe Rabbeinu,

Asher Tosim Lifneihem. Rashi explains that Moshe

Rabbeinu should do more than just teach them the
facts. He should also explain it to them so they understand
the “what” and the “why”.

Reb Moshe Feinstein explains what it means to explain to
KlalYisroel the “why”.He quotes a Medrash that says, Toroso
Shel Do'eg Hoysa Me'hasafa U‘lechutz. Do'eg, who lived in
the time of Dovid Hamelech, was a Talmid Chacham but is
from the few people who have no portion in Olam Habah.
That is because his Torah knowledge was all external to him
and not internalized into his heart, values, and behavior.

Accordingly, explaining to others the “why” requires more
than explaining the "why’s” of the Mitzvohs. It’s explaining
why these Mitzvahs will enhance our lives, why following

them makes us better, more successful people.This is a much

greater challenge than just explaining the Torah to them.
This is also our basic responsibility of being Mechanech our
children.

Parents, even people for themselves, are responsible to
understand the most basic Mitzvohs and describe them to
others and themselves in a manner that makes it appealing,
the only sensible alternative. Why do girls have to dress
Tz'nius? Why did the Chachamim create the laws of
Muktzeh? Why do we sit in a Sukkah?

Can you answer these questions? If not, now is a good time
to start. Klal Yisroel suffers enough with too many Frum
Jews who are hollow inside and even more who aren’t
Frum anymore because they lived hollow for too long. Let’s
begin understanding everything written in the Torah and
then share what we know with others.

How to Make The Right Decision Each Time (Part 2 of 2)

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he last article focused on people realizing “who they

are” at any given moment, whether they are primarily

a father, spouse, child, businessman, or community
member. Without that awareness, their decisions will not
be customized for that moment's challenge and their
decisions may serve to make things worse. There are two
other necessary factors that must be incorporated into
the decision process to ensure that people make the most
effective decision possible.

| want to introduce my thoughts with a personal story.
| once dealt with a businessman who bought a property
for a Shul. What he was, at that moment, was an Askan,
not a businessman, but | am unsure if he was aware of
this. That's because | would assume community members,
when building a Shul, would be less ruthless and be more
mindful of making the transaction a fair one, and be careful
not to hurt anyone.Why hurt someone when you are not
even achieving any personal gain? The Shul does not need

dishonestly-earned money even if, from a strict halachic
perspective, it wasn’t dishonest.

That person, as soon as the contract was signed, sent the
seller a message through me that, “l know how to get the
max out of any contract and | will make sure | do so this
time”. It is possible that he saw himself as a community
member but couldn’t take the next step, to consider how a
community member acts. He had to squeeze the other side
as much as he was able without considering what was fair
and what wasn't.

This story illustrated to me that knowing “who you are” at
that moment represents just one aspect of what’s needed
to make effective decisions. It is common for people
to be thought out in the beginning of a process
but once they do the first part correctly, they fall
back into automatic, without putting the necessary
thought into the additional stages. In this article, | want
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to discuss two more steps required for effective thinking.

Let’s assume someone, at this moment, is a parent. As a
parent (as well as with any “hat” the person is wearing
at that moment), he often assumes that, in addition to a
specific behavior that hat invokes, it also invokes specific
emotions.With some parents, if the school complains about
their child, they become upset at their children without
considering whether they are at all to blame, completely
or partially. They recognize that they are parents but they
forget that the role of parents is to be a friend and advocate.

Some parents realize what their role as parents is but then
internalize an emotion which they think is appropriate for
a parent. The emotion often derails them. For example,
parents may become emotionally defensive when speaking
to the school without placing thought into what happened
and how their child may have contributed to this problem.
They succeeded with the first step, recognizing who they
are and the responsibilities that it brings. However, they
failed in the second stage by invoking the wrong emotions.
Doing so causes them to play the “part”

of parent to an extreme.Their emotions

are stressed, our minds shut down more significantly than |
realized. Isn’t it obvious that cars don’t stop for no reason?
Yet, when frustrated, our minds are sabotaged to the point
that we can’t even draw the most basic of conclusions.

Finally, there’s a third step. Even when the emotion is correct,
people must still consider the correct reaction. | have a few
friends who are sincerely Frum.They can’t stomach when
others don’t take Davening seriously even when they know
the Minyan relies on them.Their emotion of being indignant
for Hashem’s Kavod is correct.Yet they face what may be the
most difficult of all three steps, figuring out, “Now what?”.
This article won’t answer that question as it requires more
space than | am allowed. Nevertheless, we should be aware
that knowing our mission, and how to emotionally react,
isn’t nearly enough to allow us to know what to do next.

Being indignant doesn’t mean you walk away from the
Minyan or insult people. Before figuring out the “now
what?”, there’s a mistake many people make. They should
be certain that they are logically, not emotionally,
indignant. That is necessary so that
their decisions are motivated by the

redirected their good intentions, resulting "I]C t[\,e Torah can urgency that comes from being indignant
in a counter-productive response. , but the actual decision isn’t hampered by
tell us how to think, emotion, but by logic.

| saw a fascinating Teshuva in Reb Moshe, . .

who wrote, “Not only does the Torah it has no choice Some readers may be resentful at the
tell us how to think. It also tells us ]71,,1; to also tell us broad restrictions the Torah places
how we should emotionally react on us. That is because we see decision
to whatever we experience.” What how tﬂfﬂ&l. " making in business type areas different

| assume Reb Moshe meant is that our

emotions draw from what we know is

right or wrong. If we believe someone did something wrong,
we are “supposed” to feel indignant. But then, the indignant
feeling hijacks our thought process and we become angry. If
the Torah can tell us how to think, it has no choice
but to also tell us how to feel.

Sometimes, because of lack of information or bias, what
we thought was right was a mistake. The resulting mistake
may have been minor. But then, our emotion intensifies our
beliefs.We all appreciate that if our beliefs are off so will our
emotions be off.VWhat is less obvious is that if our emotions
are extreme, then it is a sign that our beliefs are off. While
our thoughts form our emotions, our emotions
quickly take over and then instruct our thoughts.

Just this morning, | was stuck behind a few cars that stopped
in the middle of the road. My first reaction was to look
ahead and, when | didn’t see anything, | became frustrated
at people stopping for “no reason”. But of course there
was a reason, just around the bend. | realized that when we

than decisions in personal areas. In

business, we understand that there may
be only one right answer, even if that one answer can be
implemented in a few ways.

But, we wrongly think that in personal and religious
areas, there is more than one answer. The answer can be
what makes me feel accomplished or what makes others
appreciate us.Sincerely believe that business decisions
are like math, where each equation has only one
right answer. But, personal and religious areas are
more similar to the arts where personal expression
is right.

So many people mean well but have trouble sifting through
the correct response. Hopefully, this two-part series made
it a little easier.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #19
"“"Beginnings” With Chochmah - Betzalel, Part 1
By David Gurwitz

We mentioned last week that we would
explore aspects of Betzalel and his
extraordinary gifts.

There is much to say over the next several
weeks regarding Beztalel and his assistant
Ohaliav in our ongoing study of Shabbos
and chochmah.

Let’s start with the introduction to Betzalel
and Ohaliav from the Torah:

The posuk in Shemos 31:2 states, "See that
I have called in the name of Betzalel son of
Uri son of Chur from the tribe of Yehudah.”

The pesukim in Shemos 31:3-5 states: “I
have filled him with divine spirit, with
wisdom, understanding and knowledge, and
with the talent for all types of
craftsmanship, in order to devise plans, to
work in gold, and in silver, and in copper,
and to cut stones and fillings and to carve
wood to do all other work.”

The posuk in Shemos 31:6 states, "I have
also given him Ohaliav son of Achisamach of
the tribe of Don as an assistant. I have also
placed wisdom in the heart of every person
with a wise heart and they will do all that I
have commanded.”

Betzalel’s introduction appears to us in
Parshas Ki Sisa. Right after he is mentioned,
along with the commandments for making
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the vessels of the Mishkan, the Torah
commanded Klal Yisroel about Shabbos for
the second time after the Aseres Hadibros.
We learn from here that Shabbos is greater
than any of the 39 steps used to make the
Mishkan. We also learn that there are great
connections between Betzalel and Shabbos.

Why does the Torah say, "Re‘eh karasi
vesheim - See that I have called in name of
Betzalel"?

The Meiam Loez explains from the Medrash
that Hashem showed Moshe Rabbeinu from
the beginning of creation that Betzalel was
destined to have the wisdom to do what he
did, despite having no training and being
only 13 years old. Therefore, the Torah uses
the word “see.”

It is fascinating in this regard that the
combined value of the words “re‘eh,” 206,
and karasi, 713, is 919, which equals the
value of the word Bereishis, including its 6
letters. Betzalel knew how to use the letters
of creation in the construction of the
vessels.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l discusses
the significance of “filling Betzalel with the
spirit of Hashem, with wisdom, with insight
and with knowledge and with all manner of
workmanship.”

OO



He points out that "kara vesheim means to
call someone specially and expressly for
something. It is evident that the quite
special and well-known gifts of Betzalel had
already shown themselves, so that even in
the judgment of his contemporaries, he
stood out. The fact that these highest
mental and intellectual attributes have to be
ascribed to Betzalel makes evident that here
it is no question of producing a merely
external work of art, but that it concerns a
work that is to be symbolic in every part of
it, and that the ideas which are to be
expressed in it, and through it, are to be
kept present in the minds of the makers as
their guiding thoughts and intentions.”

The Ben Ish Chai shares a beautiful point
about the spiritual mindset of the
construction of the physical vessels from
Shemos 36:7: "the work was sufficient for
all the work to make it and more.”

"Betzalel and his colleagues did the physical
work of building the Tabernacle and its
keilim, its vessels. At the same time, they
also did spiritual work. With every physical
act, they directed their thoughts to
shomayim, thereby drawing down sanctity
in their vessels. The light of sanctity
covered the Tabernacle vessels like gold
plating on an object or brass. Just as the
gold plate increases the value of the object,
so did the light of sanctity give more value
to these vessels. This light removed the
vessels from the category of physical
objects, which are subject to destruction
and decay, and placed them in the category
of eternity. As Chazal say in Brachos 55a,
Betzalel knew how to join the letters with
which shomayim and aretz were joined.
Through his kavanos, his intentions, he
joined the earthly and temporary to the
heavenly and eternal. Therefore, the posuk
says, 'The spiritual work was sufficient for
all the physical work to make it more.’ The
spiritual work made the Tabernacle eternal.
Therefore, no enemies ever had power over
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the Tabernacle or its vessels (Sotah 9a).
These were hidden away, to reappear when
the third Bais Hamikdosh is built” (Ben Ish
Chai, Shanah 2, Hakdomas Vayakhel).

I'd like to conclude for now with a
way for us to try and conclude
Shabbos through an attempt at such
elevated thoughts:

The posuk in Shemos 30:34 says: “Vayomer
Hashem el Moshe kach lecha samim — And
Hashem said to Moshe, take for yourself
spices.” The Baal Haturim writes that the
last letters of these three words - ches, kof
and mem - spell chochom.

Rav Yehudah Hachossid says that wine and
fragrances make one wise. In Kerisos 6a,
the Gemara discusses that one of the spices
was soaked in wine to make it pungent. Rav
Eliyahu Touger, translator of the Baal
Haturim Chumash, writes that the Gemara
in Sanhedrin 70a, with Rashi, says that if
one can know how to control his wine
intake, wine will gladden him and open his
heart to wisdom. A pleasant scent seems to
do the same thing. Therefore, at the
conclusion of Shabbos, wine and fragrance
at the departing of the second soul is a very
good thing for chochmah.

"Mi chochom veyishmar eileh
veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem -
Whoever is wise, let him note these
things and they will understand the
kindnesses of Hashem.”

To be continued...

David
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EVED IVRI AND MOSHIACH

The first mitzvah in Parshas Mishpatim is Eved Ivri. Why does this mitzvah take precedence over all the others?
Secondly, the gematriah of "2y Tay equals n'wn. What is the relationship between the two?

Chazal reveal to us that Hashem also fulfills the mitzvos written in the Torah (Shmos Rabba 30,9).

.DTIIWA NTAD N"17n 7w MM 'Rw 9% (V' ™ D'Y70N) 7RIYY 1'UDWNI FZIN ApY'7 1N2T TN NN DT IYA NN
2120w M1 NIYY? PRIWY7 NI KN DYV RINYW QN KRR D 1R KID D"pnE.017 nwIy 'R RINENIWY? DNNK?
(0 2D XIP'1) MINYN DX NNYIINRIY 7109 IXN (2 X 0™M) M7wnai 0" nwun myy Xin

With the above insight, the Arugas Habosem writes that since Hashem acquired Am Yisrael as slaves as it is written
(M N> XP) that oAy 78w 11 19, then He too must fulfill the passuk (Devarim 15,16) ny 17 210 ' that his
master must benefit his slave as an equal to himself (Kiddushin 20). That if the master eats refined bread he cannot
feed his slave coarse bread. If the master drinks aged fancy wine he is forbidden to give his slave new inferior wine.
If the master sleeps on a mattress with cushions he must supply his slave with the same, and not give him one made
of straw. From here Chazal derive that if one is going to buy an Eved Ivri, he should know that it is tantamount to
buying a master upon yourself. As Tosfos points out in the gemarah that if the master possesses only has one pillow
he must surrender it to his slave.

In other words the master must lower and humble himself to the level and status of his eved and benefit him as an
equal or even better than himself, instead of treating him like an inferior. With this understanding we can explain
the juxtaposition of Eved Ivri to the building of the Mizbaiach, a connection which is learned out from the extra vov
prefixing the word n'7X1. The Keli Yakar explains that Hashem commands to build the altar from earth and not gold
and silver. By doing so He demonstrates the middah of humility in order that Klal Yisrael should conduct their lives
in a similar fashion. Hashem describes His humility by saying 'nx [lwyn X7 Ddny 'NN2T 0'MYN N D DN'RY DNX
2NT 'N7R1 Q0D 'n'7X Even though | dwell in the heavens | lowered My Shechinah in order to give the Torah. This
shows that | do not desire haughty people and therefore an altar made of earth is fine with Me. For the same reason
the mizbaich did not have steps and could not be constructed with a sword for both of these hint to arrogance.

This is the connection between Eved Ivri and the command to build the mizbaich. At Matan Torah, Hashem lowered
Himself to the earth to demonstrate His humility. So too one who buys an Eved Ivri must lower himself from his
status of master and benefit even the sinner who was sold as a slave by Beis Din because he could not repay the
owner from whom he stole.

Continuing this thought process, it follows that since Hashem acquired Am Yisrael into His service, it is considered as
if He too acquired a master over Himself. By observing the Torah, Hashem must benefit us in the same way that a
master must benefit his Eved Ivri as it is written Jay 17 210 .

R A M A pST N7'W NNIAT 12 MWD APV, NNYIY 12 YD 5N N2 NDYN :ANYY ARIDI NIDTH j1 In1 .. n1
NP'N NN 2 1IN'WYHINANNI NPT MY 12 NTINY DNNAR [ | [ |
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Now we can understand the nusach on Rosh Hashanah that we say after the blowing of the Shofar during Chazaras
Hashatz p721v nn oI'n. If our relationship with You Hashem is that of a father and son, then have compassion on
us like a father has for his son. If our relationship with you is compared to a king and his slave, then our eyes are
turning to you until You give us grace. The question is why even mention the possibility of a King and slave
relationship that we have with Hashem, when Chazal tell us that being an eved to a king portrays a compromised
bond as it describes our having gone astray (Kiddushin 36 on the passuk DnX 0'12)? The answer is that even an Eved
relationship with Hashem has its benefits because it stirs Hashem to fulfill the mitzvah of qay 17 210 .

When Yaakov was about to encounter Aisav and his four hundred men He davened to Hashem 210'n NINX NNKI

Y 2'0'R You promised to benefit me (Bereishis 32,13). Rashi gives an explanation to the double lashon of
"benefitting". The second lashon of 2'0'X could be interpreted to suggest that Yaakov was referring to the mitzvah
of Yy 17 210 . Yaakov, in his humility said upon himself n'wynn 2510 'mop(ibid 11) that he is not worthy of
receiving Hashem's good on the basis of his righteousness. Rather, his relationship with Hashem is that of a slave to
his King. However, even in such a relationship, Hashem said in the Torah that v 17 210 > that the master must
benefit his slave. And since you Hashem observe the Torah, You too must fulfill v 17 210 '> and benefit me and my
family. An allusion to this suggestion that Yaakov was banking on Jny 17 210 is the gematriah of apy! (including his
name) which equals qny 17 210. This entire episode of Yaakov's encounter with Aisav is 027 |n'0 NIAX nwyn.
Yaakov's reliance on the merit ofny 17 210 even when he lacks the necessary merits became etched into the future
destiny of Am Yisrael at his point in time.

The Medrash connects the first passuk of the parsha to another passuk from (Yeshaya 56 1) nypTX IWyI UOUN NNY
X217 'myiwr aNp D that by keeping the judgments which begins with Eved Ivri, Hashem says that His salvation to
redeem Yisrael from galus is close. We suggest that the explanation of Chazal to bring this passuk from Yehshaya
and connect it to the first passuk of the parsha is based upon our understanding brought above. If we fulfill the laws
of Eved Ivri in a manner of Jny 17 210 D, then Hashem will also mirror the same conduct ( 7% 'n ) even though we
possess a compromised relationship with Him by possessing the title of an Eved instead of a son. This thought is
alluded to in the gematriah of ™ay Tay which is the same as n'wn. This incredible gematriah conveys that even if
we are still stranded in this long galus, we must believe that even with the lower status of being Hashem's eved, it is
certain beyond any doubt that we can still merit the redemption in our days because of Iy 17 210 D . Let us daven
even harder to make it happen.

R A M A pST N7'W NNIAT 12 MWD APV, NNYIY 12 YD 5N N2 NDYN :ANYY ARIDI NIDTH j1 In1 .. n1
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And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them.
(21:1)

Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to present a clear
picture of Jewish civil law, teaching the people not only the letter
of the law, but also its spirit — underlying principles and
reasoning. This way they would develop a deeper understanding
of the law, thus allowing for greater application. It is a desecration
of Hashem’s Name for a Jew to bring litigation before a secular
court, because, by inference, it indicates that their system of
justice is superior to ours. (In certain instances, the power of a
secular court is necessary to deal with a recalcitrant litigant. With
Rabbinical approval, one may employ the services of a secular
court.)

Furthermore, a fundamental difference exists between
secular law and Torah law. Secular law is based upon human logic
and rationale, considering that which society needs in order to
function properly. Since society is ever-changing, its laws are not
concrete and given to change with the flow of societal needs. The
United States Supreme Court, which is the final arbiter of the
American judicial system, changes its interpretation of the law
with the understanding of the majority of its justices. For decades,
it may swing to the liberal needs of its populace, and then, when
the majority changes, it will become conservative. A law that is
subject to human interpretation is not much of a law. [With regard
to the debates found in Mishnah, Talmud, Gaonim, etc., Rav
Shrira Gaon explains; when the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed,
the Rabbinic leadership moved to Beitar. Once Beitar was
destroyed the sages were scattered in every direction. As a result
of the confusion, persecutions and uncertainties of that era, the
disciples did not learn sufficiently and the number of disputes
increased. Iggeres Rav Sherira Gaon.]

Torah law and its fulfilment are based upon the concept
of compliance with the ratzon, will, of Hashem. Mitzvah
observance hones the Jewish ethical character, and it refines the
soul through the individual’s complete subservience to Hashem.
Our laws are the dvar, word, of Hashem, not a justice who is a
servant of the people. Hashem’s laws contain no iniquity. Can we
say the same for secular law? As Horav Mordechai Gifter, zl,
observes, David HaMelech expresses this concept (Tehillim
147:19), Maggid devaro ['Yaakov... “He relates His word to
Yaakov, His statutes and judgments to Yisrael. He did not do so
for any other nation; such judgments, they know them not. In
order to accept Torah law, one must accept Torah and live a life of
commitment to its precepts.

Rav Gifter presents a glimpse of how Torah law differs
from human-generated law. We have a mitzvah to return, at the
end of each day, a garment that serves as a mashkon, security, for
a loan. The rationale for this mitzvah is compassion: Without his
garment (blanket, etc.), the borrower will have difficulty sleeping
at night. This is the manner in which one who has no other
knowledge of Torah, Written or Oral Law, would view this law.
However, Rashi, quoting Midrash Tanchuma, reveals to us a
different compelling insight: “The Torah makes you repeat the act
of taking and returning security, even if you must do so many
times, as a lesson that may be learned from the manner in which
Hashem treats us. It is as if Hashem says, ‘Consider how indebted
you are to Me! Every night your neshamah, soul, ascends to

Heaven, gives Me an account of itself, and is understandably
found to be indebted to me. Nonetheless, I return it to you each
morning.” Therefore, you too take collateral and return it, take it
and return it — again and again — even if you must do so many
times.” Now, can we even begin to compare Divine rationale to
human thought? They are worlds apart. To fully appreciate this,
one must be committed to Torah and its Divine Author.

The Rosh Yeshivah explains that since Torah is Divine, it
is well above human cognition. Every aspect of Torah, even its
morals and ethics, are above our comprehension. In a reference to
Pirkei Avos, a section of the Oral Law exclusively dedicated to
ethics and morals, Rav Gifter prefaces that we must be conscious
of the fact that we are different. When the Jew says, Hamavdil
bein ohr [’choshech, bein Yisrael ’amim; “He Who makes a
distinction between light and darkness, between Klal Yisrael and
the nations,” he thereby declares a similarity between these two
distinctions. Clearly, light and darkness are not differences in
degree, but in kind. Likewise, Klal Yisrael and the nations are
different in kind, not in degree. We are literally not the same, not
on the same page, with no point of contact between the two. This
is neither an expression of elitism, nor an implication that we are
better, but rather, that we are different. Our approach to all
problems is that of Torah — and Torah alone (How does the Torah
view this problem?), while the approach of the nations rests on a
completely different foundation.

The basic distinction is to be observed in the blessings
pertaining to chochmah, wisdom. Upon seeing a non-Jewish
chacham, scholar, wise man, halachah dictates that we recite:
“Who has given of His wisdom to flesh and blood,” while upon
seeing a Torah scholar, one blesses, “Who has apportioned of His
wisdom to those who fear Him.” The Taz (Orach Chaim 224:6)
observes two distinctions to be gleaned herein. The wisdom of the
Torah is never totally disassociated from Hashem. He apportions
it to Torah scholars. Furthermore, chochmah and chachamim,
wisdom and scholars, are defined by yireiav, those who fear Him,
as opposed to ordinary flesh and blood. One who is G-d fearing
and studies Torah receives an element of Hashem’s wisdom. He is
guided by the Almighty. This is his uniqueness.

The Bartenura explains that the ethics and morals taught
in Pirkei Avos are not the product of human intellectual
endeavour which the sages of the Talmud originated; rather, they
are all principles of ethics transmitted to us from Har Sinai. With
this in mind, we understand that the ethics and morals presented
in Pirkei Avos are not examples of proper etiquette, but rather, the
word of Hashem. We are not learning what is socially acceptable,
proper and moral. We are learning what Hashem deems correct
and what is the Torah’s perspective on ethics and morals. The
barometer is not societal norms, but Hashem’s transmission to us
concerning what is ultimately appropriate and what is not.
Hashem is the barometer, not man.

YN RY 2107 IR B2
You shall not cause pain to any widow or orphan. (22:21)

It is understandable that one should not afflict the widow
and orphan. Why would anyone who has a modicum of human
decency have to be commanded not to take advantage of the weak
and defenceless? Apparently, when a profit can be made, or one
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can assuage his ego by dominating over others, human decency
has little meaning — and even less influence.

Horav Yechiel Meir, zI, m’Gustinin was asked why the
Torah emphasises that one may not afflict a widow and an orphan,
as if one is permitted to do so to an ordinary Jew who is not a
victim of tragedy. The Torah writes, “When he cries out, I will
surely listen to his cry.” Does this mean that Hashem does not
answer the cry of an ordinary Jew? Certainly, Hashem listens to
everyone. What distinguishes the widow and orphan from other
Jews who are victims of travail? The Rebbe replied: “When an
ordinary Jew cries out to Hashem, if he is justified in his
grievance, Hashem listens. If his complaint requires serious
validation, Hashem does not listen. If a widow or orphan cries out
to Hashem, He listens, regardless of justification or not. He listens
to them all the time.” Thus, the Torah warns us to beware of their
cries.

Horav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zI, was a talmid
chacham, Torah scholar, who became the posek ha'dor,
generation’s halachic arbitrator. He was a unique blend of
brilliance coupled with extreme humility. His love for all Jews
was legend. His sensitivity towards the weak and defenceless was
extraordinary, as evinced by the following story.

Early one morning, an avreich, young man living in the
Har Nof section of Yerushalayim, called an ambulance for his
wife. She was about to give birth, and it was best that they reach
the hospital as soon as possible. Suddenly, as they were preparing
to leave for the hospital, the young man’s heart gave out. The
medics worked on him, to no avail. Tragically, he died before his
wife gave birth to their son. The tragedy was great, the grief
overwhelming, but, as believing Jews, we know that we have a
Heavenly Father Who decides everything that occurs in this
world, Thus, with profound faith and trust, we carry on. This
young mother was heartbroken, her life was presently shattered,
but she was well aware that several halachic questions had to be
clarified, one of which was: Could she give her new born son his
father’s name? Her late husband had died at a young age, which
was reason to refrain from naming her son after him. She asked
someone to approach Rav Shlomo Zalman with the sheilah,
halachic query.

After hearing the question, Rav Shlomo Zalman’s
immediate response was, “I would like to visit the mother.” He
wanted to hear from her in person, so that he could hear her story
first-hand and rule accordingly.

Rav Shlomo Zalman did not visit women in the hospital.
This time, he digressed from his usual practice and went to the
hospital. He sat with the young widow and comforted her in her
bereavement. He instructed her to name her son after the infant’s
father: “This boy will not have a father. I want you to know that I
accept upon myself to be his father! Furthermore, I will be a
father to your other children, and I will take care of them and of
you, too, just like a real father!”

Rav Shlomo Zalman kept his word. Despite having no
prior acquaintance whatsoever with the family, he filled the role
of a concerned parent to each and every child, involving himself
in both their spiritual and material wellbeing. He assisted the
widowed mother in marrying off all of her children, and he later
helped her to find a spouse as well.

We can glean one powerful lesson from this story.
Chesed means more than writing a cheque or even making a
phone call. It means making an attempt to fill the needs of the
beneficiary. A widowed mother needs reassurance that someone
has her back and will be present for her. An orphan requires a
parent to fill his void. Obviously, the benefactor cannot be the
parent, but he can fill the void. For some, giving a cheque is a
way of saying, “Here, take this, help the family, but please do not
bother me.” For others, it is a way of assuaging their guilt. While
no one is ignoring the check, true chesed means filling the
beneficiaries needs.

A well-known incident occurred concerning the Chafetz
Chaim which, due to its compelling lesson, deserves repeating. A
wealthy philanthropist came to Radin to obtain a brachah,
blessing, from the saintly Chafetz Chaim. The man entered the
room and was shocked at the Chafetz Chaim’s cold response to
him. Instead of garnering the respect he was used to receiving
wherever he went, he was the recipient of an icy stare from the
Chafetz Chaim. This could have traumatised anyone. Being a
decent person and not overly arrogant, he begged to speak with
the Chafetz Chaim. He was beside himself over the Chafetz
Chaim’s puzzling welcome. He finally confronted the holy
Chafetz Chaim and asked, “Rebbe, what did I do to deserve his
honour’s cold stare?” The Chafetz Chaim looked him directly in
the eyes and said, “It is all your fault!” Now the man was even
more perplexed. “Rebbe, what is my fault?” he asked. “More than
three million of our brothers and sisters are suffering pain and
oppression — both physical and religious — under the harsh yoke
of Communism. Everything that they are experiencing is your
fault!”

“Many years ago,” the Chafetz Chaim continued, “you
administrated a school which had a student by the name of Leibel
Bronstein who challenged his rebbe and the entire system. He
was an orphan who had lost his father. He lived with his widowed
mother who struggled to put bread on the table. Disciplining her
Leibele would have to wait. The pressure on Leibel was too much
for a young boy to bear, so he acted out and caused trouble. He
wanted to ‘share’ his deprived childhood with everyone.

“In the end, you lost patience and had Leibel removed
from the school. [He felt that he had a responsibility to the other
children, which he did, but...] As a result, Leibel attended a
secular school where he flourished. He reneged his religious
heritage and became a secular leader, indeed, one of the founders
of Communism. He became the supreme commander of the Red
Army. Yes, Leibel became Leon and Bronstein became Trotsky.
Leon Trotsky, who is responsible for so much Jewish suffering,
was the boy whom you ejected years ago! Now, I ask you, who is
responsible for all this pain, if not you?”

I will not bother to state the ramifications of this incident
and how they affect us in a practical manner in our own
educational institutions, particularly the frequent double-standard
we manifest toward children who do not live up to our
expectations. At the end of the day, it is all the home — the
parents. They are the first line of defence, the first responders
and, also, the first despoilers, either actively or passively, perhaps
by default, by not noticing a problem and acting to ameliorate it.

Zero Mostel was a famous American actor and
comedian. His real name was Shmuel Yoel Mostel. He was born
in Brooklyn and grew up, together with his seven siblings, in a
very observant home on the Lower East side. Ultimately, he
repudiated his heritage and left Jewish observance. He called
himself “Zero” Mostel, a truly strange name for such a successful
entertainer. He explained that his father had constantly told him,
“You are a zero! You will always be a zero!” Sadly, he proved his
father right. He became a “zero” — leaving nothing for Jewish
observance. How careful we must be to accentuate the positive
and never focus on the negative.

2°9%7% PIR2 2N 2573 53 IR KDY 710 KD A
You shall not taunt or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers
in the land of Egypt. (22:20)

The Torah shows its concern for the proper treatment of
the weak, helpless, abandoned and the stranger/convert, who feel
alone, estranged, although they should be welcomed and
embraced. It is sad that there exist among us the few who lord
over others due to their own insecurities. These people consider
themselves better, privileged, powerful when, in fact, they are the
ones who are weak and pathetic. The prohibition against any
mistreatment of a ger, convert, is prefaced with a serious
reminder to look back to our own history, when we were strangers
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in the land of Egypt. A newcomer to a religion is a standout,
feeling ill at ease and inadequate. He/she feels different. We must
embrace the ger, including him/her into our own lives, our
religious and social milieu.

Horav Yeruchem Levovitz, zI, suggests a deeper message
implied herein. As the Torah admonishes us concerning mitzvos
bein adam [’chaveiro, commandments that address our
relationships between man and his fellowman, it is vital that we
learn about and appreciate who our fellowman is. Without an
appropriate, intelligent assessment of our fellow’s essential
character, nature, principles and values — plus his challenges,
background and achievements — we will fail to treat him with the
necessary respect the Torah demands of us. In other words, we
should not bunch everyone together into a “one size fits all”
category. Some people require greater attention, more empathy
and compassion than do others. In order to treat our fellow Jew
properly, it is critical that we intuit our fellow, realise who he is,
digest his personality and needs and be cognitive of what he has
experienced and endured to reach his present station in life.

The Mashgiach compares this to a medical student who
must first study pathology, initially becoming proficient in
recognising and understanding the workings of every organ of the
human body, before going on to study illnesses and their
therapeutic cares and cures. One can hardly become a physician
without first having studied the human body. Likewise, one must
study his fellow before he can assess how to treat him.

Rav Yeruchem extends this analysis to mitzvos bein
adam laMakom, commandments that deal specifically with our
relationship with Hashem. It is incumbent upon us to ponder,
identify, and delve into the darkei Hashem, ways of the Almighty,
in order to serve Him properly and carry out His mitzvos to their
fullest and most optimum level. We support this notion from a
brief reading of Bircas HaTorah where we ask Hashem, “May we
and our offspring and the offspring of Your people, Bais Yisrael,
all of us, know Your Name and study Your Torah for its own
sake.” Yodei Shemacha; “know Your Name,” precedes v 'lomdei
Torasecha lishmah; “and study Your Torah for its sake.” Should it
not be the other way around — with /imud, study of Torah, taking
precedence to knowing Hashem? Apparently, in order to perform
the mitzvah of /limud haTorah properly, one must “know”
Hashem, recognise and appreciate His greatness and glorify His
Name. Only then, when we recognise the distinction of its Divine
Author, can we begin to appreciate the depth of His Torah.

Perhaps we may derive from this thesis that one who
does know Hashem, or, alternatively, once was observant and
knew the Almighty, a shanah u pireish — was learned as well as
observant, but now is no longer interested in maintaining his
relationship with Hashem, knows deep within his psyche that he
is wrong. He knows Hashem, but no longer wants to study or
observe. Such a person commits transgressions, overtly
desecrating the Torah; yet, he is aware that he is wrong. He
continues to sin, but the geshmak, pleasant satisfaction that would
normally accompany his outrageous behavior, is missing. He
knows Hashem, thus “depriving” him of the enjoyment associated
with transgression, which one who never knew or learned would
have. The shanah u’pireish is like a rebellious child who, if he
possesses any emotion, feels bad that he is turning against his
parents who have raised him.

This attitude was quite evident during the sin of the
Golden Calf when, according to Targum Yonasan ben Uziel, the
sinners “cried with joy” before the calf. Joy and crying are not
consistent with one another. They are not synonymous with one
another. Tears are usually the emotional expression of one who is
sad. (Tears of joy are different.) These people knew they were
acting inappropriately, but they could not control their passions.
On the one hand, they were prepared to renege their relationship
with Hashem, but the happiness they expressed was superficial.
Inside, they were crying because they knew Hashem, and they
knew that they were wrong.

2IPOR T ORI DY R DR TR apn
Moshe stood up with Yehoshua, his student, and Moshe ascended
to the Mountain of G-d. (24:13)

Yehoshua was neither commanded to accompany Moshe
Rabbeinu, nor did he have any function at the mountain.
Nonetheless, as the loyal student and servant, he accompanied his
Rebbe and waited for him at the foot of the mountain for forty
days until he returned. The question is obvious: What did
Yehoshua achieve by waiting at the bottom of the mountain? If he
thought he would miss something, he could have set his “alarm
clock” for forty days later (in the morning) and run up to the
mountain and wait for Moshe. Why did he camp out at the
mountain for forty days, despite knowing full well that Moshe
would not descend until the appointed time? What was to be
gained from waiting?

Perhaps Yehoshua wanted nothing to come between his
holy Rebbe’s leaving and returning. The relationship that he had
with Moshe was one of lo yamush mitoch ha’ohel; “he never left
the tent.” Yehoshua’s essence never left Moshe’s tent. He was
bound, body and soul, to his Rebbe. What took place when his
Rebbe left him, when his Rebbe left the tent? How was Yehoshua
to maintain his unimpaired relationship to Moshe? He did this by
remaining with Moshe until the very last possible moment and
then remaining at that same place, unmoving, not returning to the
communal camp, so that his mind remained attached to his Rebbe
without pause or interruption until Moshe returned. This is what
is meant by not leaving the tent. His body, as well as his mind,
was totally connected to the tent.

Va’ani Tefillah

avw 2w
Sim Shalom
Establish Peace.

It is noteworthy that the gematria, numerical equivalent,
of both Eisav and shalom, peace, is 376. Simply, we might
suggest that Eisav came to wage war against Yaakov Avinu.
Yaakov circumvented this war by making peace with his evil
brother. Yaakov employed shalom to neutralise Eisav’s desire to
go to war. Perhaps we may propose an alternative approach. Eisav
does not necessarily strive to destroy us by employing weapons
and armour to attack and destroy. There is another, quite possibly
more effective method, which sadly guarantees greater long-term
destruction: the approach of peace. Hatzileini na mi’yad achi,
m’yad Eisav: “Save me from my brother, from Eisav” (Bereishis
32:12). At times, Eisav comes against us as Eisav, the evil brother
bent on destruction. At other times, however, Eisav embraces us
as the brother who loves us. When Eisav’s approach is one of
shalom, peaceful affiliation, brotherhood, love and all the
wonderful promises that spur assimilation, he destroys us
spiritually, seeing to it that future generations will no longer know
that they are Jews. Shalom — 376, with Eisav — 376 is dangerous.
Diplomatic, human decency, normal etiquette are important;
brotherly love and acting as “family” is frightening. Shalom is
special, but we must take great care with whom we choose to
make shalom.
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What We Say and How We Say It

211 “wx_pn'uownn nNI
Dn19% n'wn”
“And these are the

judgments that you shall
place before them:” Why does the Torah say
that the Mishpatim should be placed in
front of them, instead of saying what would
seem to be more appropriate to say, that the
Mishpatim should be taught to Klal
Yisroel?
“DN197 D'UN TWUK D'USWUNN NIRIC —
These words are the Roshei Taivos for the
words, “nIxn NVINwD 0TMND ™77 nnx avn)
DNYMY DX )'91 QYNY! N1IY NLVYD DIANY
7121 71979 '97 PTRITA 19! NNAW D1A0N N9
This is telling us that
one must ensure that he be very careful
when teaching others, that they truly
understand everything he is teaching them,
and they do not err and take the wrong
meaning from his words. (7x1' 1121)
Avos 1:11 “nd>maTa Nt ,0mdn” —
One must speak in a clear and coherent

D1Idn 0MaTa Y,

manner so that those who are listening
understand his words correctly, and it will
therefore not cause a Michshol, mishap.
(marr nn)

Shimon Ben Shotach said that the
judge must be careful with his words when
interrogating witnesses. Avtalyon comes to
add here, that the Chachomim must be
careful with their words as well. In truth,
this rule of being careful with one’s words
applies to everyone, but Avtalyon wrote
specifically for the Chachomim, for if a
Chochom 1is not careful with his words, it
can have much worse ramifications, and
much farther-reaching consequences, than
if the average person is not careful with his
words. (7X1272K)

nax ;Mo — 1111 “anike pfoar
Ni72 NN AIND XY ,00M27T2 NNTA ,0'ON
0'XAN D'TN7NN MY 0N DM DY 17an1
29nNn DMy DW XYNal Lnm' DdMNXT_ -
“Avtalyon says: Scholars, be careful with
your words, for you may incur the penalty
of exile, and be banished to a place of evil
waters, and the disciples who follow you
drink them
consequently, the Name of Heaven will be
This Mishna is teaching us
that a Talmid Chochom must be careful
with his words, for if he is not, it can
ultimately bring about a Chillul Hashem.
Mishna 9 — “1n'?* DN XNW ;"1 T NI
2w’ — “Be cautious with your words, lest
they learn from them to lie.” It seems that
we already know from a previous Mishna
that one must be careful with his words. If

may from and die,

desecrated.”
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so, what is the Mishna adding here?
Bereishis 47:8,9 “ m' nnd> ,apy' I8 ny1o xR
D'Y7Y NIAN W M Ao R Ay K N Y
TN WA K71 N W M D DA 0YN L,NIY NINAI
DN"NIAaN M2 'Mar 'n v n'’ - “Paroah said to
Yaakov, ‘How many are the days of the
years of your life’? Yaakov answered
Paroah, ‘The days of the years of my
sojourns have been a hundred and thirty
years. Few and bad have been the days of
the years of my life, and they have not
reached the life spans of my forefathers in
the days of their sojourns.” Yaakov traveled
to Mitzrayim and met the king of
Mitzrayim, Paroah. Paroah asked Yaakov
how old he was. Instead of just answering
the question, Yaakov seems to give a long-
winded answer along with his age. Why did
Paroah ask Yaakov how old he was? Why
did Yaakov feel the need to give a whole
story with his answer? Paroah had himself
in mind when asking the question. The
longer Yaakov lived, the longer he believed
he would benefit. When Yaakov came to the
land of Mitzrayim, the famine ended and
the Nile River rose. Yaakov Avinu was a
great Tzaddik, and was a great Anav. Life
is a work in process. One must constantly
The great Tzaddik
Yaakov told Paroah that his previous years
were bad, for he could have been better and

strive to be better.

was constantly working on it. The Medrash
that says Yaakov was punished for this
conversation is quite perplexing. Certainly,
Yaakov Avinu was not complaining about
his lot in life. He rose to his challenges in
the proper manner of Ruchniyos. If in fact
Yaakov was punished for this conversation,
perhaps it was because his words could
have been construed as complaining, and
one on such a great level is punished for
even the slightest infraction. Now we can
understand what the Mishna is teaching us
here — that which it did not teach us in a
previous Mishna. Previously we were
taught judges who are
interrogating witnesses. They need to be
very careful when they interrogate the
witnesses for the witnesses themselves, or
others, can learn improper things from it.

regarding

This Mishna is speaking to the masses. We
all need to be careful what we say and how
we say it. Our intentions can be completely
something
could have

virtuous, yet we can say
incorrectly  which
Yaakov Avinu and Yosef

were great Tzaddikim. They committed the

grave
repercussions.

smallest infraction with their words, and
were punished for them (see naxiwn N2 'wn
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above). While it applies to the Chachomim
more than the layman, it applies to the
layman as well. One should be careful with
that
misunderstand him and act based on a
Being

his  words so people do not
misinterpretation of his words.
careful in our words will also cause fewer
misunderstandings between man and his
friend, and will thereby cause less strife in
this world. This is an introduction to the
next Mishna of the teaching of Hillel of
always making sure there is peace. May we
be Zoche to be careful with our words, and
may there be peace amongst all of Klal
Yisroel. (naxn n7wtw)

YN -9 R —1-“" nn' nr
UTIPN 7pwa 7pwn nxnn 0'TIRon 7y "awn” —
Every person in Klal Yisroel gave a half
Shekel. Why a half of a Shekel as opposed
to a whole Shekel? It says in the Seforim
Hakdoshim (see Yismach Moshe above)
that Le’asid Lavo everything Ruchniyos will
be in a manner of grandeur, not low and
humble. However, until the Malchus of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will be revealed to all,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu acts in a manner of
humility, and so too must we follow that.
The Shach Al Hatorah tells us that in At
Bash, the Gematria of 77w is the same
Gematria as the Shem Havayah. When
Klal Yisroel gave the half of the Shekel,
they were to remember the Shem Havayah,
which represents the Midah of Anavah and
Shiflus. They only gave a half of a Shekel —
which shows humility. This is all before the
glory of Hakodosh Boruch Hu is revealed to
all. However, Le’asid Lavo, when the glory
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu will be revealed to
all, there will be grandeur, and then Klal
Yisroel will give a whole Shekel. (nwn 712)

The Torah is telling us here that it
is not enough to learn these Halachos, and
know them outside of a person, but it has to
be “n197” - within the person. While the
Torah is speaking to the judges here, it is
also speaking to each and every Yid in Klal
Yisroel. Our words have so much power,
one that can be used for good, or Chas
V’sholom for evil.

Klal Yisroel gave a Machatzis
Hashekel — a half a Shekel. This is to tell
us that there is always another side that we
may not be seeing. One speaks, and there
are others listening. What they are hearing
is not necessarily what the speaker is
saying. It is for this reason that we must be
so careful with our speech. May we be
Zoche to use our Koach of speaking in the

proper way.
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When Moshe had to ascend the
mountain for forty days, he told the
elders to remain behind to judge
cases for the people.

5:09 -
527 -
850 -
931 -
10:24 -
528 -

Rashi elucidates that he said, “Stay
here with the rest of the people in the
camp to be fit to judge for each
person, his fight.” This seems to have
several extra words Rashi could have
eliminated, such as “with the rest of
the people” or “his fight.”

We'd like to suggest that Moshe was
telling them that they needed to be
approachable and make sure the
people understood these elders had
their best interests at heart.

Once people cannot connect with the
elder, or they don't believe the Gadol
understands their situation, they will
be unwilling to come to them for
guidance.

But, even the greatest people make
mistakes. That's when some people
might feel alienated. We should try to
allow for this but when we can't, R’
Osher Weiss Shlit"a offers an amazing
insight:

“Always remember that Hashem is
much, much greater than any of His
representatives. Even if you feel you
must turn away from one of the
people who represent Torah and
Hashem, never turn away from
Hashem.”

Thought of the week:
Hillel didn't say, “Others
will treat you as you treat
them.” It's our job to treat
others with care, even if

pozomow s IVIIND OUY IIDN 7"
“You shall not pain any widow or orphan.” (shmos 18:6)
In the midst of a list of one-line commandments, this one appears, looking much the same.
However, instead of just telling us not to pain the widow or orphan, as it previously said, “no
witch shall live” or “whoever cohabits with an animal shall be put to death,” the Torah goes
on to explain the ramn‘lcatlons of the act. If we pain the widow or orphan, they will cry out to
Hashem. When they do, He will listen. When He listens, His wrath will burn. When His
wrath burns, He will kill the perpetrators and their wives and children will become widows
and orphans.

It is measure for measure. This fellow oppressed someone who had no protection, so he
will be unable to protect his own family. That's pretty heavy. But of course, it's pretty low to
oppress a widow, right? In truth, the prohibition of paining someone is not limited to a
widow or orphan. Rather, as Rashi explains, it applies to any person we pain.

The reason these people are mentioned is because they are the people who are commonly
picked on as they are weaker and easier to take advantage of. However, even if the widow
is wealthy and not at such risk of being harmed, since she has no husband, she feels
unprotected and may be prone to cry, thus arousing Hashem’s wrath.

The Chizkuni adds another dimension which is important for us to hear. He says that the
punishment is written in the plural whereas most of the other laws are written in singular.
That’s because those who witness these attacks and remain silent are just as culpable. It is
therefore as if everyone was guilty and everyone will have to pay the price.

Let’s recap: If you make someone cry, or you take advantage of their weakness, Hashem
considers that a capital offense. Even if you think the person is overreacting or shouldn’t be
upset about what you said or did, and they are just extra sensitive like the widow or orphan,
you will feel Hashem’s wrath.

What does that tell us about Hashem? That He loves all His children and expects us to do
the same, or at least respect them. He desires that we be sensitive to others and try to see
things from their perspective so we don’t even pain them accidentally. He wants us to be
upset when someone else pains them, and find a way to protest, while not paining or
embarrassing the oppressor either.

The only way to do this is to foster love and respect for all people within our hearts and
develop sensitivities to them. Then, Hashem will also respond in kind and shower us with
the love and compassion we so desire.

they don't do it to us.
RAMAPOSE
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The Gemara in Kesubos (62b) tells the story of R’ Rechumi who would study Torah in the
Bais Midrash of Rava in Mechuza, far from where he lived. He spent long periods of time
there, and would commonly come home the day before Yom Kippur.

One year, he was engrossed in his studies and lost track of the time. He did not go home.
His wife was there waiting for him, scanning the horizon, and saying, “He’ll arrive any
minute, he’ll be here any minute.” Finally, she was so distraught that tears fell from her
eyes. At that moment, the roof R’ Rechumi was sitting on collapsed and he fell to his death.

Because he was not sensitive enough to her pain, he was punished, though she also
suffered from the results of his punishment. Life is a balance. We must be thoughtful and
careful not to hurt others, yet make the effort not to feel hurt ourselves and effect
retribution. One way to resist hurt is to realize that Hashem is our ultimate Protector, so
how can anyone can take advantage of us?
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