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here are times in everyone’s life when we wish -
T usually helplessly - that we could be someone else.

Sometimes it is a person with unusual talent or
exemplary character which enables them to accomplish
achievements that we pedestrians can only long for. We
envy, without malice, people of remarkable perseverance
and humans with the near angelic property of always
smiling and being upbeat. We wish for some musical
talent and abandon the hope to reach the level of
knowledge and intellect of those geniuses that wander
into our lives. I have a confession to make: I am guilty of
all of the above, but there is something that I sometimes
wish for which I assume is unique. I wish I could have
been a fly on the wall when Yisro and his social-worker
had their sessions. What an interesting, enigmatic and
intriguing person!

We find Yisro as one of the three advisors to Pharaoh
when he devised the plan to throw all the Jewish children
into the sea. We should be able to assume that being
an advisor to the king presumes intelligence - despite
what our last election proved. He refuses to sign off on
the decree, and runs away to Midian, and was Zocheh
to have his descendants sitting in the Mikdash (Sotah
11a). Mefarshim enlighten us and teach that the Zechus
which Yisro had, in not participating in Pharaoh’s plan,
enabled him to give advice to Moshe and have a Parsha
named after him. He was the pope of Midian that realized
the folly of its Avodah Zara, and he renounced it, which
results in him being ostracized. No one would work for
him, so he must utilize his own daughters as shepherds,
who also suffer from him being an outcast (Rashi Shemos
2:16). Yisro then goes searching for g-d, and travels the
world with no success — he encountered EVERY Avoda
Zara - (he went to India, Africa, Jamaica and maybe even
Berkley California) - Rashi 18:11. He finally comes to
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the realization that op>xn xn1 ', and he joins Moshe
with great honor. It seems as if this lonely man searching
for the truth finally achieved his goal. But then we find
that he leaves again (18:27), and according to some even
BEFORE the giving of the Torah, saying that he is going
to be 1nnown 12 77n, his family (Rashi quoting Mechilta).
See 1wy a7, who explains that the Mechilta really
says Ny 732 535 max1 — the whole country. The actual
words of the Mechilta are: mm5n> oxax1 nrm 712 535 1ax
191wy XM Hnw 5120 .nrown o ann oapxy nn — which
he understands that Yisro was not able to convince the
entire country BUT ONLY HIS OWN FAMILY. Yisro
remains steadfast even in the face of Moshe’s impassioned
pleas for him to stay — see 9mbyna 10:29-32) based on the
reading of x7pn bSw wwa. However, see Ramban (Shemos
18:1) near the end where he says that nwy a1 52pw nxn
pary X5 1mya that Yisro in fact stayed with Moshe. See
Sforno here and in 7mbyna who seems to learn that Yisro
refused to go into Eretz Yisroel because of his age and
health - mmam nanx paR X napr Maon X5w - so much said
for a middle eastern diet.

We are even more startled at the -p - descendants of
Yisro — who Shaul has to warn to leave Amaleik, who they
were living with, before he goes to war with them. With
Amalek? One of the catalysts for Yisro becoming a Ger,
and yet they befriended them? They cannot sit still. In our
world, behavioral analysts would figure out some form of
an acronym with letters of the alphabet to describe that
diagnosis.

To understand this, we need to peek, just alittle, into what
so many of the Mefarshim discuss. Let’s start with Chidah
in Sefer 7k nmn Yisro, (*"xn »*an) 172 "naw in Shemos
s.v 1nm among others, who alert us to Yisro having some
of pp nnwi - which is why he descendants are called »p.
The Sefarim really go to town with this idea — enough to
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fill two or three articles — but not this one. We focus only
on this point: Part of Kayins punishment was to be ™ pa
yxa mnn (Beraishis 4:12-14) and as Rashi explains - 15 px
TNX Dpma TS Men - you cannot live in one place. A good
friend of mine Rav Nachum Eisenstien ZT’L, explained
the Pasuk T yaxa awn (Beraishis 4:16) to mean, that
even though awm always connotes permanence, in Kayin’s
life, even when he lived in one place, it felt shaky and
non-enduring. He was never comfortable where he was.
The Kayin/Yisro entity may really have been the first
wandering Jew.

We all know the Chazal about what prompted Yisro to
join Klal Yisroel — pbny nnnb>m mo o nymp. I once saw a
phenomenal understanding of this Chazal - though I can’t
find it now - and we can use it to understand another
question as well. The Pasuk relates — eight Pesukim after
Yisro’s arrival — that Moshe told him all that Hashem did
to Pharaoh and Mitzrayim, 7172 onxyn qwx nx5ni 53 nx

'n ob¥n all the trouble that had befallen them and that
Hashem had rescued them. Rashi explains “the trouble”
as being the Yam and Amalek. What was the need for
that, question many Mefarshim, Yisro knew this from the
start of his quest to embrace Yiddishkeit, that was the ynw
x11. What did Moshe add at this time? There is a yp»x1In
Vort here. All Yisro heard was of all the glorious oo1 that
Hashem did to these people on their way to accept the
Torah at Sinai. But the road to Sinai is not always paved
with supernatural miracles and riches pulled from the
dormant walls of the sea. But should it not be? I'm on my
way to You Hashem, determined to climb the 'n 1, so
make it easy for me. Hook me up with EZ-pass so I don’t
even have to stop. Moshe explained to Yisro that the two
things that moved you so, stirred you to join us are two
separate and distinct 'n namn, methods of dealing with
mankind. Krias Yam Suf required nothing on the part of
Yisroel - just decide to walk through - 3% o> 'm. No
hostages, no violence, just easy street with an ocean-front

view. Sometimes. The p5ny nnnn was the opposite, as we
learned from the Mishnah. There were times of pbny qan
and there were times of 5xaw» 1an, back and forth. We
won, but it was not without effort. Even when we thought
we had conquered them again, the enemy renewed itself
and the suffering continued. Moshe was teaching Yisro
how to deal with nuror EVEN when we try to elevate
ourselves towards the genuine greatness of being »Tay
'n. Be prepared for the setback, because that is all part
of the 1roy, especially for someone coming from so far
away. See Sforno as he explains the nx>n - trouble as ayna
pony nnmom xnya - all the problems. Rabeinu Bachya
includes the bitter waters and “the bread which they
brought along from Mitzrayim spoiling” (see Rav Chavel
who cannot find a source for that - I guess I am not
alone) and Milchamos Amalek. Not just the rewarding
miracles that revitalize and encourage, but also the trying
days in which we are overcome, losing ground. We must
endeavor to rise above, never losing sight of the vision of
Moshe reminding us to be omwaw omax 125 praywn.

The lesson for all of us is any effort to improve our
Ruchnius should be easily achieved, but the Yetzer
Harah has not retired yet and there is always a mvp (see
Rav Tzaodk in "wvap pr1¥n np7¥). Our job is bx 1w nan, to
overcome the natural frustration of “gimme a break”
which all comes from the Yetzer Harah. It is a hard job,
but I always tell Talmidim that always, or almost always,
that what’s easy is usually not worth it.

May we all be Zocheh to see mnna all of the oo1 that
Hashem promised us.

Among those who are mywr5 ooyn.

»Raf e AV

/J\"/f >l pPrn
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World
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2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Yisro - The Fading Dream of One Man and One Heart

here are pesukim that reflect critical concepts

that are ingrained into the psyche of the Jewish
people. Stop any even semi-educated member of the
Tribe and they can identify certain ideas that we have
all been collectively weaned on. In a parsha filled
with seminal ideas perhaps none has gotten more
attention than the comment of Rashi on Shemos
19:2.

DY 12TAT AN 7'D 12TRINDI D'T'ON YD
O TR IR

72 INW 71X , TN 2172 TNX U'ND .78W' DY [N
770N Ninivana nilinn

While other encampments both prior to and after
ma’amad Har Sinai were infused with machlokes
once Bnei Yisroel arrived at this moment they were
unified like a single organism with a single purpose.
This wasn’t just incidental. Rather achdus in body
and spirit was the prerequisite for HKB’H decision
to give the Torah in the first place. As is beautifully
expressed in Derech Eretz Zutra:

['VOI1 12N IYD' 2'ND NIYONA 721 .DI7WA NIN 7IM
11N 12N 12'07 INAW [AT2 .N7I7NN2A 2INI DI7NNa
7ININ 07270 10X .(2:0” NINW) 78W' DY [N .DNR
NN 1YY DI7UN DN 120KR] DZI7NNN IR 7RW 1IN
IMIN NN DNY7 [NNY VWA N DNX

What a powerfulidea. Seeing that you as a nation hate
controversy and you love peace and you have made
a united encampment this is the time to give you the
Torah. Words to indeed study, imbibe and fully live
by. It is from this statement and other statements
like it in which the entire ethic of collective ahavas
yisroel takes shape. It’s not just a nice idea - let’s all
sit around the campfire, sing kumbaya and love each
other. Rather it is the sine qua non of Jewish life and
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the entire reason that we warranted the Torah in the
first place. Ahavas Yisroel is not some theoretical
idea, expressed by the Rishonim and hung on
banners in classrooms throughout the Jewish world.
TNN 171 TNX WU'ND infuses an entire worldview and an
ethic of being.

I would like to make an admission. Normally ahavas
Yisroel is not a mitzvah I struggle with. There are
obligations that for me are more difficult, but loving
people and especially Jews is not one of them. With
that said, I have been feeling less than generous over
the last months as I observe the behavior of many of
our coreligionists. We are always confronted by the
specter of interacting with segments of the Jewish
world who for a host of reasons are totally different
than us and typically it is not a challenge to be able
to say some variation of ‘to each their own’ and ‘live
and let live’. It has been harder personally to say that
and feel that during these last many months while
witnessing behavior that has often beeninsensitive at
best and life threatening and criminal in its extreme
form. What then of the mantra of ‘like one man and
one heart’. How does one feel that spirit of oneness
when tolerance and compassion have withered?

Perhaps one can argue that the mitzvah of ahavta
U'reiecha kamocha doesn’t apply in a situation in
which a person is not acting like rei’echa and are
not upholding the laws and principles of the Torah.
Indeed, the haghos maimoniyos and others comment
on the pasuk of 1N2 W17 NanXI that XInW X7ITI
NIXNa NN . With that said it does not feel
appropriate to evaluate another person if they are or
are not NIIXN1 V1 and to sit in judgement of another
person or of another community. Additionally, there
are many Rishonim, chief among them the Yad Rama,
who argue that the mitzvah of ahavas Yisroel applies
regardless of how the other Jew might be acting.

OO



Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

So once again one is left with an age-old question -
how do we feel a sense of genuine ahava for Jews
who carry the banner of Torah but who’s behavior
seemingly is so abhorrent.

There is a lot to be said on this topic and I would
genuinely appreciate any of your feedback in how
you navigate through this conundrum. I was thinking
this week that my efforts in sincere ahavas Yisroel
are aided by my efforts in ahavas atzmi. What I
mean by that is the following. Reb Aryeh Leib Heller
in his introduction to the Shev Shemaysa notices
contradictory statements in Chazal. On the one hand
the gemarah in Niddah 30b records that 72 17'9N
YWD 12V N = 7YTX NNRW 7V DNNIR D71V

and on the other hand, the Mishnah says in Avos that
- XY 191 YW1 'An 7R, So which one is it. Should our
self-perception be critical - V&1 7'1'v1 'In or should
it be positive and accepting - V&1 'nn 7X? These are
complicated questions which get to the heart of man’s
self-perception, sin, healthy shame versus unhealthy
shame, self-love and other related categories.

Rav Heller beautifully writes that Chazal's
encouragement to view ourselves as D'WWN is
relegated only to one’s behavior. I can look in the
mirror and honestly evaluate what is looking back
at me. I can have a critical eye towards the truth of
how I have acted and towards the deeds that I am
forced to claim as my own. But, said Rav Heller that’s
only the outer nIX of what one perhaps rightly sees
in the mirror. The real essence of a person is uniquely
beautiful. His or her aspirations are typically pristine.
One’s heart calls out for a relationship with HKB’H
and desires meaning, purity, goodness and overall
WoIN NIN7Y. He writes so beautifully that:

N7N 1'N NINNAIIXNINA 77 DINXVA 1'RY 0N 70 Al
DA'T' OXN QN DNN2AX VT |27, T'ANN X7 NM7nnl nMy7n
121W'1 12270 N1DN21,T'ANN N7 DINNWA ,NINNIDBN
ONINXY DN 0'110N DA'YYA 71X ,0NINXV7I 0917

And that which is in the appearance is only incidental,
and that which is incidental will not be permanent.
Therefore with the descendants of Avraham, even
if their hands are charred, the blackness will not be

PARSHAS YISRO 2

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

permanent; and they will necessarily be whitened
and return to their beauty and their essence.

Without sounding simplistic, the measure in which
we can apply this to ourselves is often the measure
in which we can find ourselves compassionate and
loving towards other people. Who are we in essence?
What is our ni'nxy? Can we deeply and truly love and
affirm that internal and eternal piece of ourselves?
Can we see beyond the ‘blackness’ and embrace
the inner self while at the same time feeling healthy
shame for our misdeeds?

If so than let us attempt the same with people and
communities whose behavior we find abhorrent.
We can acknowledge that the IXIN and nNN of
some of our coreligionists have been occasionally
‘blackened’. We can have discussions of the societal
circumstances that have birthed that reality. We
can rightly condemn publicly and privately certain
behavior. At the same time, we can affirm the Oxy
of who people are and acknowledge the positive
internal values and aspirations that often give way to
problematic behavior. We would like in the words of
Rav Kook to be able to see the 721 1'RNW 'N IR VOU
TNX.

That recognition of the overflow of G-d’s light is
really the cornerstone of our own sense of self. It
is a light that penetrates past the layers of our own
inadequacies and shortcomings. I hope that it is a
light that can shine onto and be seen in others during
dark days that require the 'n 1IX VoW for illumination.
Like ‘one man and one heart’ only if we are able to
bring our gaze squarely onto our own heart and to the
heart of others.

Kein yehi ratzon that we should see peaceful and
redemptive times in the days ahead.

Have a good Shabbos

Rabbi Blass welcomes any feedback. He can be reached at
blass@yu.edu
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And Moshe heard — nun ynw'

This Shabbos we read the in the Torah the portion of receiving the
Torah. Of course, everyone wants to prepare himself so that he will
be fit to receive the Torah. Therefore, we must seek out the right
thing, how to prepare ourselves to receive the Torah. One will say,
surely the right thing to do is increase Tefillos. One will say, surely the
right thing to do is increasing fasting and abstaining. A third one will
argue that he must immerse himself 310 times in a pure mikveh, and
so on. Presumably, there are many other suggestions that will elevate
a person to higher spiritual levels, all of which have a basis in hararei
Kodesh — holy mountains — but perhaps before any of these things, we
should look at what the Torah says, how does the Holy Torah want us
to prepare ourselves to receive it?
Our parsha begins with the story of Yisro reaching Am Yisrael in the
Wilderness. Seemingly, this happened after receiving the Torah as
Rashi explains (to 18:13), and so we have to understand why this is
written before the receiving of the Torah, and not only this, but the
parsha of receiving the Torah is named after this incident, Parashas
Yisro. The Holy Torah goes to great length to relate how Moshe
Rabeinu honored his father-in-law who was a gentile, and not an
ordinary gentile, but a priest to idolatry. Still, Moshe Rabeinu honored
him greatly. Even when he began to offer advice on how to conduct
the nation, Moshe Rabeinu did not disparage his advice. Rather, just
the opposite, he accepted it and took it to heart. The Holy Torah
writes this incident before receiving the Torah so that whoever comes
to learn the parsha of receiving the Torah will first learn these words.
The Gemara writes (Sotah 21b), ‘R’ Yochanan said, “The words of
Torah endure only in one who makes himself as if he does not exist.”
You want to receive the Torah? The proper preparation to receive the
Torah is correction of the middos [character], especially the middah
of ga’avah — arrogance — since HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not rest His
Shechina by one who is arrogant. In order for the Torah to endure in
us, we must learn from Moshe Rabeinu (Devorim 33:4), 117 ni¥ NN’
"Apy' N0 nwam nwn — ‘The Torah that Moshe commanded us is
the heritage of the Congregation of YaacoV'. It is not for nothing that
the Torah teaches how Moshe Rabeinu conducted himself with his
gentile father-in-law before receiving the Torah, although it was really
afterwards, because ‘derech eretz kadma I'Torah’ — ‘proper conduct
precedes Torah’ (Vayikra Rabbah 9:3).

- TivHaTorah - Yisro
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‘Protection from Above’ - 'miai'7y nnv’

This happened when | was beginning to get close to Yiddishkeit.
The journey was long and arduous, but | strengthened myself day
to day in avodas Hashem, and continuously accepted on myself
another mitzvah to keep. The journey was filled with ups and
downs, and | always had to renew strength in every holy thing, the
same held true for putting on Tefillin, difficult encouragement and
difficult battles with the yetzer.
We were on maneuvers and we were travelling every day, so | did
not have time to put on Tefillin. | felt bad about it but | had no
choice until just about sunset when we stopped to rest a little from
the long trip.
Immediately when we stopped, | told the driver to come with me
to put on Tefillin.
He tried to refuse because he was exhausted and he wanted to
rest a little, but he could not refuse my insistence knowing that |
would not let him be until he put on Tefillin.
Since | left him no choice, he accompanied me to the back of the
ride and | took out my Tefillin bag and we put on Tefillin, me first
and then him. | helped him put on the Tefillin and when he said the
first posuk of “Shema Yisrael” a missile exploded destroying the
front half of the carrier, exactly where the driver was going to rest
and gather strength to continue.
We all got out without a scratch, except a ringing in the ears.
It was clear to us that the merit of the Tefillin saved our lives.
From that day on, he stood by me in line every day, close friends
putting on Tefillin, and it was a great encouragement to all, how
the mitzvos protect us.
Itis important for me to point out that | do not usually push myself
on others. Whoever does not want to do something, loses out, but
here, it was from Heaven that | was a nudnik and | urged him to
put on Tefillin, something against my nature.
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Healing from the power of the Torah of
the Tzaddik
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Yisro, the priest of Midian, the father-in-law of Moshe, heard all
that G-d did to Moshe and to Israel, His people, that Hashem took
Israel out of Egypt. (18:1)
Rashi explains: Yisro heard — What did he hear that he came? The
splitting of the Sea of Reeds and the war with Amalek.
It is brought down in the Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 27:9): 12T vnv'
"N - ‘Listen to the word of Hashem’ (Yirmiyahu 2:4), this is related to
'DOw9) 'NNI Iyny' — ‘Listen and your soul will live” (Yeshaya 55:3). See
how beloved Israel is, that Hashem entices them to listen to Him!
Hashem said to them, “If a man should fall from the top of a roof his
entire body suffers injury. And the doctor enters the place where he
is and gives him a bandage on his head, and the same on his hands,
the same on his feet, and the same on all his limbs, until he is entirely
covered with bandages. | am not like that. Rather, a man has 248
limbs and the ear is but one of them, yet, when the entire body is
soiled with sin and the ear listens to the words of the Torah, the entire
body receives life!” ‘Shimu usechi nafshechem’ — ‘Listen and your soul
will live’. Therefore, it states "apy* nxa 'n 12T Wwnw' - ‘Listen to the
word of Hashem, O House of Yaacov’. And so do you find regarding
Yisro, that through listening he merited life, for he heard and
converted, as it states (18:1) nwN7 D'P7X NWY YUK 75 X NN vyl
'my 78 w71 = ‘Yisro heard... all that G-d did to Moshe and to Israel
His people.
The plain meaning of the Midrash is ‘the ear listens and the entire
body receives life’, and this is referring to the words of Torah. One
who sustains himself on words of Torah merits through them to
acknowledge his folly, he does Teshuva for his sins, and this revives
his 248 limbs and 365 sinews. But if we look carefully at the words of
the Midrash, ‘the ear listens’ we can say that the intent is not learning
from a sefer, for then it would have been more appropriate to write
‘the eye sees and the entire body receives life’ or ‘the mouth speaks’
etc. It must be that the Torah means listen to the words of a
Chacham, for it is this Torah specifically that heals the body from the
filth of sins. We find a support to this in another Midrash (Mishlei 10),
‘when a Chacham sits and expounds, HaKadosh Baruch Hu forgives
the sins of Israel’. We see expressly that the Torah that a Chacham
relates to others has a special segulah for forgiveness of sin and
healing the body from the illness of their sins.
In order to understand the reason for this, to know the power hidden
in the teaching of a Chacham that prepares the person for Teshuva
and atonement more than learning from a sefer. We must first
preface this with the words of Rebbe Elimelech in ‘Hanhagas
HaAdam’ (se’if katan 1): ‘A person has to learn Gemara with Rashi,
Tosfos, and mefarshim each according to his ability, and the poskim
after them, and start learning Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim. He has
to pray to Hashem Yisbarach that he come to the truth that the sins
of the youth of a person first blinds the eyes from seeing even if he
is able to discuss and tell others the applicable law, but he himself
forgets and does not uphold the truth. Therefore, the person must
deeply regret his sins and isolate himself before the light of day which
is a receptive time to cry for the exile of the Shechina and cry
tearfully. Even during the day he should isolate himself and look at
himself as if his sins are standing before him. He should remember
his sins, both the intentional and unintentional ones, like mountains
which he would not forget had he made them. This is what he should
do, not once or twice or even a hundred times, until heaven has
mercy on him.

il
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He should daven to Hashem Yisbarach that He show him the way
and guide him on the way, so he does not ruin his life. Then Hashem
Yisbarach with His mercy and abundant Kindness will enlighten his
eyes with the light of His Holy Torah, and he will understand and
comprehend the purpose of the word, to do it and keep it.’

It emerges from his holy words that as long as the neshama of a
person is filthy with sins, the words of Torah will not be properly
absorbed. He might be able to learn and amuse himself in Torah, but
the words will not be ‘heard’ in the inner chamber of his soul,
because the sins act as a screen that divide between him and his
mortal eyes, and they do not allow him to appreciate what the Torah
obligates him to do.

This all happens when he learns by himself, since the Torah that
emerges from the frivolous mouth of the sinner does not have the
power to arouse the person to keep it. Things are different when he
learns from a Chacham and Tzaddik. The Torah that emerges from
the mouth of a Tzaddik can even influence the soul of the sinner.
This happens for two reasons. First, from the aspect that the Torah
is pure and is coming from a pure source so it has the power to
purify. Second, the Chacham himself is ready to arouse from the
power of his Torah, and since the Torah arouses the Chacham it has
the power to arouse other people as well.

It is for this reason that Israel has taken on the custom to always
travel to Tzaddikim and to Maggidim of their generations in order to
seek Torah specifically from their mouths, even though seforim of
earlier Tzaddikim are open before them and they thirstily drink up
their words. This is true because they know that seeing is not the
same as hearing. Even if they see words of Torah and words of
encouragement written on the pages of the sefer, the words will not
be effective to wake him up, for the Torah that one learns by himself
is not able to breach the barrier that separates his eyes from his
neshama. If he does not hear the words coming from the throat of
the Chacham and Tzaddik, for this Torah is not like a holy fire that
burns the interposing barrier. When they enter the ears of the
person, he is immediately aroused by them to do Teshuva and so
HaKadosh Baruch Hu forgives the sins of Israel when the Chacham
expounds, and they listen well like medicine that heals his entire
body.

Based on what we have said, you can understand the intent of the
posuk when it states ‘Yisro, the father-in-law of Moshe heard’. This
should not be difficult to your eyes why the Torah points out that
Yisro was the father-in-law of Moshe once we know the words from
Parashas Shemos (3:1), that you understand the intent of the Torah
to tell us what did he hear, and he came? That is, why is he the only
one to hear and come and no one else? Based on Rashi it is referring
to the hearing about the splitting of the Sea of Reeds and the war
with Amalek. This news spread like wings throughout the land, then
why was no other nation motivated to convert based on these
miracles aside from Yisro? The answer is because Yisro was the
‘father-in-law of Moshe’, and Moshe Rabeinu stayed in his house for
a period of time, and during that time when Moshe spoke to his
father-in-law, his words entered into Yisro’s heart and motivated
him to improve his deeds. After he improved his deeds and removed
the divider that separated him from his neshama, then he could
understand the Torah by himself as well. And when he heard about
the splitting of the Yam Suf and war with Amalek which is essentially
the Torah, he was motivated to convert. But the other nations were
still wallowing in their sins. Therefore, even after they also heard the
essential Torah, they were not motivated to do Teshuva.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Yisro 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“They stood at the foot of the mountain”

An Explanation of the Cryptic Comment of the Ba’al HaTurim:
The Mountain Was Uprooted from Its Location
and a Mountain Stood atop a Mountain

In parshas Yisro, the Torah chronicles the incredible
revelation of Matan Torah on Har Sinai. Chazal teach us
that HKB”H held the mountain menacingly over the heads of
Yisrael to coerce them to accept the Torah. They deduce this
from the following passuk (Shemos 19, 17): oy nx mwn R
2191 1915 WY 200 A7 ,A0T NANRN 18N AT 1 oophRe nRapy
oRa i Yy 1w Moshe brought the people forth from
the camp toward G-d, and they stood under the mountain;
and Har Sinai was entirely enveloped in smoke, because
Hashem had descended upon it in the fire. We find the
following pertinent elucidation in the Gemara (Shabbas 88a):
7"2p1 nasw YR, RTM 12 R\ 13 M2TaR 137 90K, NN 1axene”
oW 1KY BR1,3107A 171N 2°YaPR DRR BR BT 9RRT,NY0A0 AN AR Yy
Jasnap kan “They stood at the foot of the mountain.”
Rav Avdimi bar Chama bar Chasa said: This teaches that
HKB”H held the mountain over them like an upturned
barrel. Then He said to them: “If you accept the Torah,
fine; but if not, your burial will be there.”

Tosafos pose an obvious question (ibid.): Why was it
necessary to coerce Yisrael to accept the Torah in this
threatening manner? Hadn’t they already proclaimed
willingly and enthusiastically “na’aseh v’nishma”—we will
do and we will hear?! The Midrash Tanchuma (Noach 3)
addresses this question and explains that the coercion only

applied to the acceptance of Torah she’b’al peh:

Perhaps you should conjecture that He held the
mountain threateningly over them concerning Torah

- — — - ——— —

rdliz

she’b’chsav. But from the moment he asked them, “Are
you willing to accept the Torah?”
unanimously, “Na’aseh v’'nishma!

involve effort and torment, and it is concise.”

They responded
Because it doesn’t
Rather,
he threatened them on account of Torah she’b’al peh,
because it contains the precise details of the mitzvos—
both the simple ones and the complicated ones; and it
is severe as death and its envy is as strict as that of the
Abyss. For, one does not study it unless he loves HKB”"H
with all his heart, all his being and all his might . . .
Anyone who loves wealth and pleasure cannot indulge
in the study of Torah she’b’al peh, because it demands
great suffering and lack of sleep.

Notwithstanding, it is incumbent upon us to explore why
HKB”H saw fit to coerce Yisrael to accept Torah she’b’al peh
by holding the mountain menacingly over their heads like
an upturned barrel. Clearly, He could have accomplished
this goal in many other ways. Hence, we must assume that
this specific, menacing ordeal teaches us an important fact
concerning the acceptance of Torah she’b’al peh. We will
endeavor to clarify the matter.

At Matan Torah Har HaMoriah
Was Uprooted and Placed atop Har Sinai

We will begin to shed some light on the subject, to the
best of our abilities, by referring to the commentary of
the Ba’al HaTurim. Here is how he interprets the passuk:
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“They stood at the foot of the mountain”: “At the foot of
the mountain; and Har Sinai”—this teaches us that the
mountain was uprooted from its place, and it became
like a mountain on top of a mountain.” His comment
suggests that he is attempting to reconcile an apparent
redundancy in the passuk; it mentions the word “har”—
mountain—twice: "%15 1wy *1°0 M A7 NARNS 18—
they stood under the mountain; and Mount Sinai was
entirely enveloped in smoke. It could have simply said:
“They stood at the foot of Har Sinai, which was entirely

enveloped in smoke.”

At first glance, however, his comment is puzzling. Even
if Har Sinai was uprooted, we are still only dealing with a
single mountain. So, what does he mean when he says that
“it became a mountain on top of a mountain”? To explain
his cryptic comment, I would like to refer to an incredible
chiddush found in the Yalkut Reuveini (Yisro 3): When the
Torah was received, Har HaMoriah was uprooted and
brought to the midbar; so that the Torah would be given
on this special site. It appears that the source for this
chiddush is the Midrash Tehillim (Mizmor 68, 9): Where did
Sinai come from? Rabbi Yossi said: It was pulled out of
Har HaMoriah, like challah from dough, from the place
where Yitzchak Avinu was bound. HKB"H said, “Seeing
as their patriarch Yitzchak was bound on it, it is fitting
that his children receive the Torah on it.”

With this premise, we can provide a very nice
interpretation of a passuk related to the Akeidah that all the
commentaries find perplexing (Bereishis 22, 14): nnqar X172
"RRTY ' NS DI RN AWR ANTY 7 R eipen ow—Avraham
named that place “Hashem Yireh,” as it is said this day, on
the mountain Hashem will be seen. Concerning the name
“Hashem Yireh,” Rashi comments: Its simple meaning is
as it is rendered by the Targum (Onkelos): Hashem will
select and see for Himself this site to rest His Shechinah
in and to have korbanos sacrificed here. But how does
this explain the conclusion of the passuk: “As it is said this
day, on the mountain Hashem will be seen”?

We will propose an explanation based on the Midrash
cited above. Avraham was praying that “Hashem Yireh”—

Shvilei Pinches

that Hashem would find (see) this place fitting as a resting
place for His Shechinah—namely, in the Beis HaMikdash.
Additionally, “as it is said this day”—that it be decreed
in the heavens above: “On the mountain Hashem will be
seen”—that when the time comes to give Yisrael the Torah
on Har Sinai—Hashem'’s mountain (see Shemos 3, 1)—Har
HaMoriah will be seen at the site of Har Sinai. In other
words, it will be uprooted from its location and stand atop

Har Sinai, so that the Torah will be given on it.

This explains very nicely the following passage in the
Gemara (Sotah 5a): »1mw ,11p nyTha 0TR ™Y oYY o ¥31 RN
270 A Y DWW myaa o o mant X1t 112 wirpn Rabbi
Yosef said: A person should always learn from the good
sense of his Creator—for behold, when HKB”H gave the
Torah, He abandoned all the great mountains and hills
Rashi

comments that we are being taught to value modesty and

and instead rested His Shechinah on Har Sinai.

humility from the fact that HKB”H passed over greater and
taller mountains, such as Har Savor and Har Carmel, in order

to give the Torah on the lowly Har Sinai.

The source for this notion is the Gemara (Megillah 29a) and
is also explained in greater depth in the Midrash (Bamidbar
Rabbah 13, 3), where Chazal expound on the passuk (Mishlei
29, 23): “A man’s pride shall bring him down” applies to
Savor and Carmel, which came from the end of the world,
proclaiming boastfully, “We are high, and HKB”H will give
the Torah on us.” “But he that is of lowly spirit shall attain
honor” applies to Sinai, which humbled itself by saying,
“l am low.” Consequently, HKB”H placed His glory upon
it, and the Torah was given on it, and it was privileged
to receive all of this honor. As it states (Shemos 19, 20):
“Hashem descended upon Har Sinai.”

According to this Midrash, HKB”H opted to give the Torah
on Har Sinai due its humility. It agreed to have HKB”H bring
Har HaMoriah from Eretz Yisrael and place it on top of
itself (Har Sinai), so that the Torah would be given on Har
HaMoriah. The other mountains demonstrated the midah of
“ga’avah”—arrogance and vanity; they did not agree to have
Har HaMoriah brought and placed on top of them.
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HKB”H Held Har HaMoriah over Yisrael

With this introduction, we will now proceed to clarify the
comment of the Ba’al HaTurim: “At the foot of the mountain;
and Har Sinai”—this teaches us that the mountain was
uprooted from its place, and it became like a mountain
on top of a mountain.” As explained, he is attempting to
reconcile the language of the passuk. The passuk begins:
“They stood at the foot of the mountain”; it doesn’t specify
which mountain, it merely says “the mountain.” Yet, the
passuk concludes by specifying that “Har Sinai was entirely
enveloped in smoke”; it specifically names Har Sinai. If the
passuk is talking about the same mountain, then it should
have first mentioned the name of the mountain—“they
stood at the foot of Har Sinai”—and then concluded by
stating that “the (aforementioned) mountain was entirely
enveloped in smoke.” Then, the meaning of the passuk
would have been quite clear.

Because of this irregularity, the Ba’al HaTurim proposes a
tremendous chiddush based on the aforementioned Midrash.
He asserts that at the time of Matan Torah, HKB”H uprooted
Har HaMoriah and placed it atop Har Sinai. On its way to
the midbar, before it was placed on top of Har Sinai, HKB”H
held it menacingly over the heads of Yisrael: And He said
to them, “If you accept the Torah, all is well; if not, your
burial will be there.”

This explains the language of the passuk very nicely.
Initially, the passuk says: “They stood at the foot of the
mountain”—without specifying that it was speaking about
Har Sinai; because it was alluding to another mountain, Har
HaMoriah. That is the mountain that was held over them
threateningly. It is referred to as “the mountain,” since it
was the well-known mountain on which Avraham bound
Yitzchak. Then, the passuk concludes: “And Har Sinai
was entirely enveloped I smoke, because Hashem had
descended upon it in the fire.” In other words, Har Sinai
remained in its original location; it was not uprooted. The
mountain that Yisrael stood under was Har HaMoriah on its
way from Eretz Yisrael to Har Sinai. We can now marvel at
the clarity of the Ba’al Haturim’s comment.

Shvilei Pincles

This Is the Torah of a Man Who Dies in a Tent

Continuing this sacred journey, we will now explain why
it was necessary for HKB”H to coerce Yisrael to accept Torah
she’b’al peh by holding Har HaMoriah over them. We will
begin by presenting a story about the great Rabbi of Sanz,
zy”a, the author of the Divrei Chaim. At the time of the story,
he was already acknowledged as a great Torah-scholar and
a pious man. He went to visit and benefit from the holy
environs of the great Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin, zy”a. Upon
witnessing the sacred way in which he served Hashem, the
esteemed Rabbi of Sanz said of him:

HKB”H gave us two sacred mountains—Har Sinai
and Har HaMoriah. We received the Torah on Har Sinai;
whereas, Yitzchak was bound on top of the mizbeiach on
Har HaMoriah. Yet, we see that HKB”H chose to build the
Beis HaMikdash on Har HaMoriah rather than on Har
Sinai to teach us that service of Hashem based on self-
sacrifice is superior to Torah-study.

With these words, the great Rabbi of Sanz, zy”a, with all
due humility, expressed his great esteem for the great Rabbi of
Ruzhin, zy”a. Despite his own significant Torah-prowess, the
Rabbi of Sanz felt that the self-sacrifice exhibited by the Rabbi
of Ruzhin in his service of Hashem exceeded his own. Thus,
we learn that Har HaMoriah is emblematic of self-sacrifice, as
demonstrated by Akeidas Yitzchak. Har Sinai, on the other
hand, is emblematic of Torah-study and observance.

Now, we have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 63b):
MEY MMRY "na RYR PRPENR 7710 13T PRY AR WP W nR”
oINS nTRY D BIR TINT NNt AR vy From where do we
learn that words of Torah are not retained except by
one who sacrifices himself for the sake of the Torah?
For it is stated (Bamidbar 19, 14): “This is the Torah of a
man who dies in a tent.” It is apparent that this statement
applies to the toil involved in the study of Torah she’b’al
peh, as explained in the Midrash Tanchuma (Noach 3): X>w”
2Y1Ya [9ITA 71207 HIRA OYIYT ANY wirasw YN 18 Dyaw 1IN Renn
JIRINS N1AY YD BTN MMINM NN RN DY ey ntnnw vns KON
Torah she’b’al peh will not be found in someone seeking the
pleasures of this world—such as earthly desire, honor and
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greatness. Itis only to be found in someone who endures self-
sacrifice on its behalf. Such is the way of Torah—sufficing
with meager amounts of bread and water, sleeping on the
ground, enduring discomfort and engaging in unrelenting
Torah study. This is the implication of the passuk: “This is
the Torah of a man who dies in a tent.”

Thus, we learn that to retain words of Torah, there are
two prerequisites. Firstly, we must emulate Har Sinai by
studying with humility and a lowly spirit. Secondly, we must
emulate Akeidas Yitzchak on Har HaMoriah by studying
Torah with a degree of self-sacrifice. It is not for naught that
Chazal said in the Midrash Shochar Tov (Tehillim 87, 1): “Its
foundation is in the holy mountains”—the foundation
of the world is in the merit of two holy mountains, Har

Sinai and Har HaMoriah.

We can now begin to appreciate why HKB”H chose to
mount Har HaMoriah on top of Har Sinai. He wished to teach
us that we must emulate both Har Sinai and Har HaMoriah.
We must study Torah with both humility and self-sacrifice.
Otherwise, without the element of self-sacrifice, our Torah
learning will not endure. It was for this reason that HKB"H
held Har HaMoriah—the place emblematic of self-sacrifice—
menacingly over Yisrael, and He announced: “If you accept
the Torah”—with the characteristic of Har HaMoriah,
namely self-sacrifice—*"all is well”—your achievements
in Torah-study will endure, and the Torah will protect you
from all troubles and crises; “if not,” if you fail to study Torah
with a degree of self-sacrifice; “you will be buried there”—
because you will not retain your Torah.

The Union of Har Sinai and Har HaMoriah
the Combination of Humility and Sacred Pride

As it is the nature of Torah to be elucidated from seventy
perspectives,  would like to propose my own explanation for
why HKB”H mounted Har HaMoriah on top of Har Sinai for
the sake of Matan Torah. We will refer to a question posed
in the Talmud Yerushalmi (A.Z. 3, 5). They ask: How did they
construct the Beis HaMikdash on Har HaMoriah? After all,
we have learned in a Mishnah (A.Z. 45a): Xxm nnxw oipn 95"
"BY3515 NTISY oW Whw P ,1¢7 v aRwa apaa max an—wherever
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you find a tall mountain, a raised hill or a green tree,
know that idolatry is found there.

In truth, mountains and hills, since they are attached to
the ground, are not prohibited for ordinary use and benefit, in
keeping with the elucidation (ibid.): m»amm K1 2ommm Yy DRooR”
marox—the Torah says: “Their gods on the mountains,”
but the mountains themselves are not gods. Nevertheless,
for religious worship, they are definitely prohibited, based on
a “kal va’chomer”: If something that is alive is not prohibited
for ordinary use but is prohibited for religious use, all the
more so something that is not alive is prohibited for religious
use. That being the case, how was the Beis HaMikdash built
on Har HaMoriah? The Yerushalmi answers that since the Beis
HaMikdash was built based on the instruction of a navi, there
was no concern. This is consistent with the passuk (Shmuel
I1 24, 19): " mix 2w 7217275 111 Yy*1'—so David ascended as
Gad had instructed, as Hashem had commanded.

In the Responsa of the Chasam Sofer (0.C. 208), he
provides a wonderful answer to the Yerushalmi’s question,
in the name of his mentor and Rav, the great Rabbi Nasan
Adler, ztz"l; he insinuates this answer into the words of the
He refers to the Midrash Rabbah in parshas
Vayeira. The Torah says that “he (Avraham) saw the place

Yerushalmi.

from afar” He saw a place not a mountain. So, Avraham
Avinu prayed, because he felt that it is not respectful for a
king to rest in a valley; as a result, the place was transformed
into a mountain. Thus, before the land was given to Avraham
Avinu, a”h, the place was a valley, and the goyim did not erect
any form of avodah-zarah there. Once it was transformed
into a mountain, the land already belonged to Avraham, and
the mountain could not be prohibited.

Rabbi Nasan Adler explains that this caused David
HaMelech, a”’h, sorrow. He knew that all the mountains
were considered to be sites of avodah-zarah and, as such,
were prohibited for religious purposes. Perforce, he would
have to find (settle for) a mere “place” for Hashem that was
not a mountain. This did not seem fitting as a sanctuary for
Hashem, the Protector of Yaakov; it is not respectful for Him
to dwell in a valley. Thus, he lamented until the navi came
and revealed the secret to him; he told him which mountain
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was originally a valley and was transformed into a mountain.
This is what the Yerushalmi means; the Beis HaMikdash was
built based on the information supplied by the navi.

Har HaMoriah: “His heart was uplifted
in the ways of Hashem”

Now, we have a fundamental principle that HKB”H does
not perform a miracle for naught. Hence, we must inquire:
Why did HKB”H originally create Har HaMoriah as a valley
and He only transformed it into a mountain in response to
Avraham'’s tefilah? Undoubtedly, HKB”H could have created
itas a mountain from the outset and prevented the Canaanim
from practicing avodah-zarah on that site.

Let us suggest that HKB”H wished to teach us a valuable
lesson concerning the service of Hashem. We have already
learned from the Gemara that HKB”H chose to give us the
Torah on Har Sinai, because it is lower than all the other
mountains and it possessed the admirable quality of humility.
That, however, raises the question: So, why did HKB”H find
it necessary to uproot Har HaMoriah from Eretz Yisrael and
place it on top of Har Sinai for the sake of giving the Torah on
it? For, as explained, HKB”H did not want to give the Torah on
the taller mountains, because they represent arrogance.

Now, our sacred sefarim teach us that the virtues of
humility and lowliness only apply to self-esteem. It does not,
however, apply to the honor and respect of Heaven; in that
regard, it is important to adopt the “ga’avah” of kedushah—
pride and arrogance related to matters of kedushah.
Scriptures attest to this fact in relation to Yehoshafat
(Divrei HaYamim II 17, 6): ™ »3773 12% max1—his heart
was uplifted in the ways of Hashem. Without a degree of
pride and arrogance concerning matters of kedushah, one is
liable to fall prey to the yetzer’s ploy of misguided humility.
It encourages a person to believe that he is not worthy of
serving Hashem and performing acts of kedushah.

“When the blast of the ram’s horn is drawing out,
they will ascend the mountain”

At this point, [ would like to introduce a precious gem
related to this topic from the esteemed Rabbi Yisrael Spira,
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the head of the beit-din of Bluzhov, ztz"l. He explains why
HKB”H commands Moshe Rabeinu to instruct Yisrael to set
a boundary around the mountain (Shemos 19, 12): nzaam
IR Ana P o amepa i e nby osb mnwn anakY 2220 Byn NN
Jama oy manyarn iwnza..nnt And you shall set a boundary
around it (Har Sinai) for the people, saying, “Take care
not to go onto the mountain or touch its edge; whoever
touches the mountain will surely die ... When there is a
prolonged blast of the ram’s horn, they will be permitted
to go up onto the mountain.”

We can suggest that this warning is related to the fact that
a mountain, which is an elevated place, alludes to arrogance
and haughtiness. Therefore, HKB”H warned Yisrael: “Take
care not to go onto the mountain or touch its edge”—
it is imperative to avoid any minimal degree or display of
arrogance. For: “Whoever touches the mountain will
surely die,” in keeping with the words of the Mishnah (Avos
4, 21): "a1pm 1a 0N AR PRI TIE0M IRAT ARapn’—jealousy,
lust and honor expel a person from the world. There
is, however, one exception: “With the prolonged blast of
the ram’s horn”—the %"21, which is an acronym for 2y
s 939713 12"—when one’s heart is inspired and uplifted to
serve Hashem. In other words, when we are dealing with the
honor of Heaven: “They will be permitted to go up onto
the mountain”—to use the “ga’avah” of kedushah I'shem
shamayim—for the sake of Heaven.

Now, this enlightens us as to why HKB”H originally
created the site of the Beis HaMikdash as a valley. He was
teaching us that HKB”H only rests His Shechinah on someone
who possesses the traits characteristic of a valley—humility
and low self-esteem. However, since service of Hashem also
demands the quality of: “His heart was uplifted in the ways
of Hashem”—Avraham Avinu prayed that for the sake of
Hashem’s kavod, the Shechinah should dwell on a mountain,
symbolizing the “ga’avah” of kedushah—arrogance and pride
for an exalted purpose. HKB”H consented and transformed
the valley into a mountain.

Thus, we can comprehend the rationale for giving the
Torah on Har HaMoriah. Indeed, Har HaMoriah was initially a
valley, symbolizing the trait of humility. Afterwards, however,
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due to Avraham’s tefilah, it was transformed into a mountain,
symbolizing “ga’avah.” Hence, it turns out that the entire
mountain was created solely for the kavod of Hashem. This
type of “ga’avah,” I'shem shamayim, is desirable and pleasing
to Hashem. Therefore, HKB”H uprooted it from its location

and transported it to Har Sinai to give the Torah on it.

This explains beautifully the magnificent union of
Har HaMoriah and Har Sinai produced by HKB”H. Since
Hashem chose to give Yisrael the Torah on Har Sinai, the
symbol of humility, there was concern that a person might

= = g = N =

forget that with regards to the kavod of Hashem, “ga’avah”
is acceptable and even warranted. Therefore, HKB”"H
transported Har HaMoriah from Eretz Yisrael. Initially, it
was a valley; however, due to the tefilah of Avraham Avinu,
it was transformed into a mountain. Thus, we learn that in
Torah-study and the service of Hashem, it is necessary to
combine the characteristics of both mountains. On the one
hand, we must be humble like Har Sinai; on the other hand,
we must be proud to honor Hashem and His Torah like

Har HaMoriah.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he Midrash (27:9) describes that Hashem told Kilal
T Yisroel after they sinned with the Eigel, Shibartem

Na'aseh, you “broke” Na'aseh, the instruction to do the
Mitzvohs, Hi’zoharu B’nishma, protect, the Mitzvoh to listen to
the Mitzvohs. How can someone fulfill listening if his actions
act contrary to what he hears?

While this initially seems difficult to understand, this is a basic
skill each of us needs to improve on. | speak to many people,
young and old, that don’t fulfill certain Mitzvohs, some even as
important as Shabbos.

When | speaking to them, they project two completely different
attitudes. Some tell me,“Who cares, it’s all made up, etc.” Their
need to purge themselves of guilt requires them to deny any
value and to belittle those that give value to Mitzvohs.

Others tell me,“l know I’'m wrong but this is where | am right
now”. Sometimes there is no commitment to change, just an
acknowledgement that what they are doing is wrong. Despite
not making any commitment, they are close to improvement
simply by allowing themselves to be honest and the guilt itself
can accelerate change inside of them.

| often hear, “We’re Chassidish/Yeshivish, not the overly Frum
ones, but normal.” They have taken their present level (theire
Na’aseh) and they customized their Nishma to fit perfectly. In
doing so, they have also “broken” their Nishma.This is, | believe,
the message of the Midrash. No one is perfect. Nevertheless,
don’t create your personal definition of normal to fit your
present behavior. | sometimes tell myself, “What | am doing
isn’t right and | need to get my act together very soon”.That
is what is asked of us.

How to Make The Right Decision Each Time (Part I of 2)

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

eciding on and implementing the right course of action

each time requires multiple steps, and each step must

be qualified before implementing. In this article, | want
to discuss the first of three steps.We have to clarify what our
mission, our end goal is. This refers to a lifetime mission, such
as what we want our children to grow up to become. It can
also be something very specific, such as understanding what to
say in a specific conversation.

| have realized that before people can know what the next
step should be, they must know how to define themselves
at that specific moment. For example, when dealing with a
problem involving the entire family, are they primarily expected
to think and act as a father; a spouse, or a son? Or in other
situations, are they, at this moment, a businessman, or are they
a community person? If they don't know who they are at this
moment they can’t make the right decisions.

It isn’t always easy knowing who a person is at any moment.
People have more than one role in life and, as a result, they
live by more than one definition. We are all humans. We are
Jewish people. Many of us are children, siblings, parents, etc.,
sometimes all at the same time. It is important for us to know,
at any moment, which title and, therefore, which definition,

decides what our next step should be.

Sometimes it is difficult to know whether we should primarily
act as a parent, spouse, or sibling as our roles overlap with each
other. Do | visit my mother, considering myself to primarily
be a son, or do | do homework with my child, considering
myself to primarily be a father? Pinpointing our primary role
for each moment is a responsibility that we can’t ignore. The
good news is that, while difficult, when considered it will make
our lives much easier and more rewarding.

The title that they carry at that moment will decide whether
they should help their parent despite the fact that it may
inconvenience their spouse, or vice versa. It will decide where
their immediate responsibilities lie. This question must be
decided on a case-by-case basis.

Once they have decided “who they are” at that moment, they
must define what that title requires from them.Without that
definition, it will become impossible to succeed because we
don’t know what success “looks” like.

| want to discuss several definitions. This will help us focus on
what is the right next move and what is the wrong one, even ff,
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at that moment, it makes sense to us.While we can still make
mistakes, it will certainly limit the scope of our mistakes by
mastering the first of several steps required to make correct
decisions.

Here are some of the more common definitions that we
should consider on a constant basis. Each definition listed
here, as well as any other definition we may need, is found in
our Torah.We have all the information we need.VVe just have
to look for it and acknowledge its responsibility.

I) We are humans and that brings us to our first responsibility.
As people, we are responsible to keep the world in the same
condition that we first found it in.Ve are tenants in this world
and just as tenants have a contractual agreement to keep the
rented property in the same condition as when they first
rented it, so is it our responsibility to this world. Collectively,
we actually have a responsibility to save the whales.

This is in direct contrast with many people’s beliefs that the
world was created for them to use, even deplete its resources,
have fun, and let others worry about it. When we use up the
bulb, the milk, or the battery, we have to replace it.

2) As Jewish people, we have a greater responsibility than
others have.We are expected to leave the world in a better
situation than we found it. This is more than making sure
the spotted owl is protected. We were brought into a world
intended to increase Kavod Shomayim and each of our actions
must work towards that goal.

While most people don’t focus on this mission every second
of their lives, nevertheless, to increase our chances of success,
to actually give ourselves a chance, we have to know that
this is our mission. Since this is a foundational mission (and
definition), we still need to define who we are and what goals
that definition brings with it.

3) A father is someone who is a friend and advocate. While
he may do other things, such as punish, a successful parent is
measured by how well he performs in these two areas above
all others.

This is important when one is unsure what the parent's next
“move” is.While this definition does not supply all the answers,
it does remind people that whatever they do they can’t erode
the friend/advocate aspect of their relationship. Even if it is
best that, at this time, they don’t actually help them, they must
do it in 2 manner which makes it clear that they are “there for
them”. While they disagree on approach, they are still giving
them the respect while not helping them hurt themselves.

4) A husband is someone who guides, protects, and supports
the family. Everything is his problem, even those tasks which

are delegated to others.

The owner of a business would never say,“It is my employee’s

problem." Itis always the boss’s problem.In addition,an effective
boss would not ignore the emotional state of his employees
because he knows that emotional health, good will,and mutual
respect are all necessary in order to perform effectively and
not “shut down”, sabotage the business, or just quit.

The comparison between a boss and husband/father is
important as they are exceedingly similar. Effective bosses
never explode in the office, always patiently hoping that others
will follow their lead. An effective boss should be the last one
to quit for the day and is the one who plans out future growth.
Everything is the boss's, and father's, responsibility.

5) A wife is someone who receives what her husband gives
her and increases its value just as a businessman takes his
profits and gives it to a financial advisor to invest. The wife
receives what her husband has “earned” and increases it.
She is responsible to take the Shalom, emotional health,
Ruchnius health, money (not necessarily increasing it but using
it as properly as possible) and, most importantly, taking the
children’s strengths and weaknesses and making them the best
people they can become. The wife, in other words, “invests”
everything given to her and is expected to double and triple
its net worth.

6) The ability to enjoy a friend’s company and have fun with
them is what makes people want to be friends with others. But
that’s not their definition. A friend is someone who prompts
and supports his friend to make healthy decisions promoting
personal growth.

It is natural that teenagers are not interested in any definition
of a friend. Even as adults, many people are not thinking of
their friendship as creating any responsibilities. People should
keep this definition in mind when choosing friends, before they
are chosen.They should ask themselves if the potential friend
is one who will help me grow. Do | want to be their friend? Is
that person interested in growing?

7) A Rebbi is someone who teaches his students how to live
their life in aTorah manner.Teaching Torah is the tool,a manual,
and is not the goal. The Torah itself has a mission, to teach
people how to live their life In a Torah manner.The Rebbi’s job
is the same.

There are many more definitions we need in order to live
successfully. | hope this article gives readers an idea which
helps to appreciate the need to find definitions for each of
our relationships and therefore, what our responsibilities are
with each other.

The next article will discuss the next two steps to help us
make the right decisions each and every time.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #18 -
“Beginnings” With Chochmah - Part 2: All of Sefer Shemos
By David Gurwitz

We continue exploring chochmah in accordance
with the final sentence of kappitel 107: “Mi
chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei
Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him note these
things and he will understand the kindnesses of
Hashem.”

Our sages placed the mentioning of “"chochmah”
at the beginning of many junctures in our daily
lives if we stop to take notice. We discussed
saying, “Reishis chochmah yiras Hashem - The
beginning of wisdom is fear of Hashem,” in the
morning. We begin the prayer following going to
the restroom with the words “asher yotzar es
ha’adam bechochmah.” We begin the middle
thirteen brachos of Shemonah Esrei with “Atah
chonein le‘adam daas umelamed le‘enosh binah
chaneinu mei’itcha dei‘ah binah vehaskel.” We
begin the evening prayer, Maariv, with the words
“Asher bidvaro maariv arovim uvechochmah
poseiach she‘arim uvisvunah meshaneh ittim -
With His words He brings on evening, with
wisdom He opens gates, and with understanding,
He changes times.”

This piece is being written upon my finishing
Maseches Yoma. The Hadran that is read upon
the completion of every masechta contains the
expression, after mentioning the ten sons of Rav
Papa, “Your commandments make me wiser than
my enemies for it is forever with me “- from
Tehillim 119:98.

The entire Torah begins with chochmah. How? We
wrote that Targum Yonasan defines the word
Bereishis as chochmah. We pointed out that the
value of the word chochmah is 73 and that the
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numbers 1 plus two plus 3, up to 73, add up to
2,701, which has the same gematria as the first
sentence in the Torah: Bereishis barah Elokim eis
hashomayin v'eis ha‘aretz.

I'd like to add that the first parsha in the Torah,
Parshas Bereishis, also hints at chochmah, since
it has 146 pesukim, and 146 just happens to
equal chochmah (73) u’ (6) binah (67).

Let’s review chochmah in relation to the parshiyos
of Sefer Shemos that we have read leading up to
this week’s parsha, Ki Sisa. Not surprisingly, all
of Sefer Shemos contains references and hints to
chochmah.

We started Sefer Shemos with Parshas Shemos,
wherein the Mitzriyim said about the Jews, "Hava
nischakmah - Let’s be wise.” The Baal Haturim
observes that the gematria of the word hava,
come, is 12. In effect, Paroh said, “Let us
outsmart the twelve tribes.”

Then, Parshas Va’eira and Parshas Bo contain,
respectively, 7 plagues and 3 plagues. 7 and 3
are numbers that form the value of the word
chochmah. Also, they represent the ten sefiros,
which are broken into a group of 7 “emotional” -
chesed, gevurah, tiferes, netzach, hod, yesod,
and malchus - and a group of 3 “intellectual” -
chochmah, binah and daas. In addition, the
Maharal teaches that the ten plagues stripped
away “nature” one step at a time in the opposite
order to Bereishis to the ten statements of
creation, which we know indicates chochmah.

I have written before that the letters of the word
chochmah can be broken into two words, koach

OO



mah, literally meaning the power of a question.
The word koach has a value of 28 and there are
28 letters comprising the seven middos of
chesed, gevurah, tiferes, netzach, hod, yesod and
malchus. The koach of chochmah lies partially in
its connection to the 7 middos, which themselves
are keneged the seven days of creation and the
seven opening words of the Torah. This is a
theme to be explored in the future based on the
teachings of Rav Moshe Wolfson.

Then, we pointed out a few weeks ago, in Parshas
Beshalach, what Targum Onkelos said that when
the sea split, it meant that the waters had
wisdom, by converting what Rav Moshe Shapiro
describes as the normal unformed state of water
into a formed one. This permits existence.

In Parshas Yisro, when we received the Torah, we
discussed that its 72 pesukim indicate chesed -
begematria 72, and, with the kollel, 73, the same
as chochmah. In addition, Rabbi Bentzion Shafier,
author of Shmuz on Life, says that the Torah
contains all the wisdom in the world. Therefore,
our ability as Jews to learn it is “like a musically
gifted child sitting down to play the violin - it is in
our blood.”

In analyzing the next parsha, Parshas Terumah,
the Baal Haturim brings from the Rosh, his father,
that the term for two keruvim, shnei hakeruvim,
has a value of 637, which, with the kollel, equals
that of the avos: Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov.
He says that the keruvim recalled the merit of the
avos.

In this regard, we also wrote that the gematria of
veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - and he will
understand the kindnesses of Hashem” is 638,
which, with the kollel, is the same as the
combined value of Avrohom, Yitzchok and
Yaakov. Therefore, the shnei hakeruvim also
share an aspect of chochmah. Rabbi Nosson
Scherman, in his wonderful ArtScroll Stone
Chumash commentary, explains that the wings of
the keruvim stretched upward to indicate that
man should also strive upwards to understand
Hashem’s wisdom. In addition, he says that "the
faces were directed downward toward the ark,
and towards each other, to symbolize that the
only true source of wisdom is the Torah, and that
man must use his wisdom to interact with his
fellows.”
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The menorah described in Parshas Terumah also
represents chochmah. It is mentioned 7 times,
corresponding to the seven heavens, which also
correspond to the days of the week and the seven
middos.

In Parshas Tetzaveh, posuk 28:3 states that "you
shall speak to each of the wise-hearted people (es
kol chachmei lev) whom I have invested with a
spirit of wisdom (ruach chochmah) and they shall
make the vestments of Aharon to sanctify him to
be a kohein unto me.”

The expression "wise-hearted people whom” is
chachmei lev asher. The Baal Haturim points out
from the Rokeach that the gematria of this phrase
is 611, the same as that of the word yiras. The
"wise-hearted people” are those filled with fear of
Hashem, as we learn from Tehillim 111:10:
“reishis chochmah yiras Hashem - the beginning
of wisdom is fear of Hashem.”

Finally, Parshas Ki Sisa contains the introduction
of the work of Betzalel. Hashem says of him that
“I have filled him with a G-dly spirit, with wisdom,
insight and knowledge, and with every craft.”
Then, after mentioning Ohaliav, from the tribe of
Don, the Torah says, "I have endowed the heart
of every wise-hearted person with wisdom.”

We will explore the aspects of Betzalel and his
extraordinary gifts next week. In doing so, we will
see that Parshas Vayakhel and Parshas Pekudei
also complete the inclusion of chochmah in Sefer
Shemos.

"Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu
chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him
note these things and they will understand
the kindnesses of Hashem.”

To be continued....

David
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And you shall discern from among the entire people, men of
accomplishment, G-d-fearing people, men of truth, people who
despise money. (18:21)

Yisro advised Moshe Rabbeinu to seek Judges who possessed
four exemplary attributes; most important, they were seeking anshei
chayil, men of accomplishment. Rashi interprets accomplishment as
referring to men of means who would not be swayed, who could resist
pressure, thus enabling them to render their judgment not subject to
external influence. Sforno interprets chayil to mean men who possess
good judgment, common sense, and the ability to recognise when truth
is being related and when it is not. Interestingly, after sifting through the
ranks of the people, he found numerous anshei chayil, which is a strong
indication of the overriding significance to be attributed to the ability to
judge with common sense. This in no way ignores the other attributes.
How far can one get in life, however, without seichel, common sense?

The Mechilta interprets anshei chayil to mean baalei
avtachah, men upon whom one can rely, trustworthy people who are
always there when needed (author’s extended definition). What
connection does anshei chayil have with reliability? Chayil is defined as
valorous, with the various synonyms that fall under the rubric of valor.
Reliability is not one of them. Horav Baruch Dov Povarsky, Shlita, quotes
from Shlomo HaMelech’s magnum opus on the Eishes Chayil, Woman of
Valor (Mishlei 31:10), in which he describes the various exemplary
attributes of the woman who has achieved this distinction. Shlomo
Hamelech begins with his famous question: Eishes Chayil mi yimtza, “A
woman of valor, who can find?” a question that indicates that such a
woman is truly a rarity. Toward the end of the homily on womanhood,
however, he states: Rabos banos asu chayil; “Many daughters have done
valiantly, a statement that indicates that many women are capable —and
achieve the distinction — of chayil.

The Rosh Yeshivah distinguishes between asu chayil and one
who has earned the right to the appellation, eishes chayil. One who
performs acts of valor, good deeds, is to be commended, but, for all
intents and purposes, it might be a one-time deal or based upon
convenience or comfort. It does not define the identity (so to speak) of
the woman until she is to be relied upon to act in this manner always. It
is who she is. Her essence is chayil. Such a person is mi yimtza, rare to
be found.

With this idea in mind, the Rosh Yeshivah approaches anshei
chayil as baalei avtachah, men of reliability. They do not come to the
fore consistently, only when it is convenient. They are consistent in their
chayil. A leader must be consistent, decisive, never vacillating and
unambiguous. Moshe Rabbeinu discovered that men of quality who
maintain consistency throughout, have indeed a vital, but rare, attribute.
Such men must comprise our leadership, because one who is not
reliable is incapable of leading.

Veritably, this quality is related to Hashem. Chosamo shel
HaKadosh Baruch Hu emes, “The seal of Hashem is truth.” We are used
to translating emes as true/truth in the narrow western vernacular to
mean that something which is conformable to an essential reality is
considered to be true. In Hebrew vernacular, emes means being true to
one’s word (trustworthy, reliable), adhering to a commitment. In his
commentary to Shemos 6:3, U’Shemi Hashem lo nadaati lahem, “But
through My Name Hashem, | did not become known to them,” Rashi
interprets this as: “I was not recognised by them in My aspect of truth,
because of which | am named Hashem, which implies ne’eman I'ameis

Devarai, “I am faithful to uphold My word.” We derive from Rashi that
emes means to uphold one’s word. This is an essential quality that must
be part and parcel of leadership, without which one is deficient in the
middah, attribute, of emes, truth.

TR YA 275 NSRR O 1N anK

You shall be to Me a kingdom of ministers/priests and a holy nation.
(19:6)

The Torah hereby informs us of our mission statement, the
identity which we must strive to achieve as members of Klal Yisrael. The
Kohanim stand at the spiritual helm of the nation as mentors and
paradigms of moral/spiritual perfection. They have dedicated their lives
to the service of Hashem — a mission which the Torah expects all of us to
complete. Second, we are to become a goy kadosh, holy nation. Holiness
is achieved via separation and removal of oneself from the moral
temptations and conflicts that would destroy our spiritual ascent. One
can hardly live a life of abandon, of moral profligacy and material excess,
and expect to be close to Hashem. Kedushah requires devotion. One’s
devotion must be focused on Hashem if he hopes to achieve holiness.
Thus, the Jewish People are charged with a dual mission: to serve as the
aspiration and inspiration for an entire world to recognise Hashem and
to strive for spiritual perfection; to have their own intrinsic value of
sanctity and moral perfection, so that they can fulfil their own spiritual
potential. One can hardly mentor others if he himself is deficient.

The appellation goy kadosh is not exclusive to Torah
leadership. Mi k’amcha Yisrael, “Who is like Your People Yisrael?”
applies to all Jews, regardless of lineage or erudition. Torah-observant
Jews whose commitment to Hashem is unequivocal, whose mitzvah
observance is without fanfare, and who do what is right without seeking
accolades and tributes, earn the title goy kadosh for their many
meaningful acts of chesed, loving kindness. The following three
examples (quoted by Horav Shlomo Levenstein, Shlita) are about Jews
who exemplify mi k’Amcha Yisrael.

On December 4, 2010, a deadly forest fire in the Carmel Forest
of northern Eretz Yisrael snuffed out 44 lives and consumed much of the
Mediterranean forest covering the region. Among its victims was a
young, unmarried 26 year-old man, by the name of Yakir Suissa. An
observant Jew who was meticulous in his shul attendance, he made a
point to attend a daily Torah shiur. As he was a friendly fellow, people
thought they knew him, until after his death when it was discovered
that he had performed an extraordinary act of gemillas chesed to help a
kollel fellow who was strapped with overwhelming debt.

Yakir was standing in line at the makolet, grocery store, when
a young kollel fellow in front of him asked the owner of the makolet to
charge his present purchases. “I cannot do this anymore. Your balance is
far beyond the standard credit that | allow. You will have to pay cash
today,” the owner said to the young man. The kollel fellow asked for one
more chance at leniency: “Please, | am very short this month, and, if |
cannot purchase these items, we will not have food at home. My
children must eat. | promise that next week | will have payment.” The
owner was a good person who just did not want to go broke: “Fine. This
one time, | will allow it, but you must bring me some money next week.”

When the young man left, Yakir turned to the owner and said,
“I am his relative. Tell me, how much does he owe you?” “Twenty-five
hundred shekel.” Immediately, Yakir took out his credit card and said,
“Charge his bill to my card.” A week passed, and the fellow returned
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with payment on his account. The storekeeper told him, “It is not
necessary. Your relative paid up your entire bill.” “What do you mean?”
he asked. “I have no relatives here.” Yakir had paid the bill without
fanfare, because he saw a young ben Torah straining under his debt. He
was never heard from again, until his name and picture were posted in
the paper as one of the victims of the deadly blaze. Mi k‘'amcha Yisrael?

A rav visited one of his students who was sitting shivah (seven-
day mourning period) for his late mother. He asked his student to tell
him something about his mother (whom he had heard was a special
woman and who, although unable to attend a mainstream Bais Yaakov,
grew up observant and raised a family of exemplary bnei Torah). “My
mother would bake 24 challos every Friday in honour of Shabbos. We
lived with this custom, but never understood why she picked the
number 24. When | grew up | asked her, ‘l/mma, why do you bake 24
challos?’ She explained that it was in honour of the 24 times its says ki
I'olam Chasdo, ‘His mercy is for all eternity.” ‘But Imma, it actually says
this (ki I'olam Chasdo) 26 times.” His mother answered, ‘I will not bake
challos for Sicho and Og (two pagan kings whom Hashem smote).”” This
was a simple Jewish woman and the manner in which she paid tribute to
Hashem.

Horav Chizkiyahu Mishkovsky, Shlita, relates that a Jew by the
name of Rav Goldstein lived in Yerushalayim. He was a devout Jew who
loved the Torah and was erudite in his teachings. While many Jews
possess a love of Torah, his love was almost palpable. He was once asked
who had inspired his extraordinary ahavas Torah. He related the
following story.

“l was in Hungary at the outbreak of World War Il. My father
was taken from us during one of the early transports to the
extermination camps, leaving my mother alone with all the children.
One day the Nazi murderers came, rounded us up and threw us onto
cattle cars; Auschwitz was our destination. For some reason, the
engineer erred and took the wrong track, our destination being miles
away from Auschwitz. The Nazis jumped at the opportunity to degrade
and persecute us more, making us walk the distance to Auschwitz. My
mother lifted up one child in each arm and, without food or drink,
broken in body but not in spirit, she began the long trek to Auschwitz.

“A gentile woman who lived along the road took pity on my
mother trudging along carrying two children, and quickly ran over. She
was about to place a few potatoes in my mother’s arms. The Nazi
sensed this and screamed at the woman, ‘One more move, and | will
shoot you!” The woman pulled back the bag, but, nonetheless, kept on
walking alongside my mother. Suddenly, she saw that the Nazi had
averted his eyes, and she quickly put the bag in my mother’s arms and
ran away. As soon as we stopped marching, we all begged for a bite of
the raw potato. My mother raised her hand and said, ‘Not so fast. Do
you see that man up front? That is Horav Moshe Stern, the Rav of
Debrecyn. You know that a talmid chacham takes precedence.” She
walked over to the Rav, gave him a piece of potato, then returned and
gave to the rest of us.

“From that day on, it was entrenched in my psyche that the
apex of Judaism is the talmid chacham. He precedes everyone due to
the Torah that is absorbed within him. Nothing — absolutely nothing —
supersedes the Torah.”

Rav Goldstein’s mother was an ishah peshutah, ordinary
woman, not learned, no degrees, who did not carry a briefcase. She was
unsophisticated in matters of Jewish philosophy, ethics and law, but she
was sincere, committed and filled with faith in the Almighty and love for
His Torah. Mi k’'amcha Yisrael!
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You shall set boundaries for the people roundabout... Whoever will
touch the mountain will surely die. (19:12)

Nogea means to touch inappropriately or to reach up/out. It is
the act of going beyond one’s domain into that of another. One may
extend himself indecorously or even correctly, but, in any event, he goes
beyond himself into another otherwise inaccessible area. He

reaches/touches elsewhere. The Jewish People were warned not to
touch the mountain. It was off-limits to them. It was theoretically
beyond their reach, out of the sphere of their purview. The Chafetz
Chaim, zlI, cited this pasuk in a letter admonishing the head of a medical
conference against tampering with the Torah-study of yeshivah students.
Apparently, a medical conference had been convened, with the primary
issue on the agenda being the poor health of yeshivah students. Rather
than find ways to augment their situation by providing better, more
nutritious food and living quarters, their goal was malicious: to diminish
the amount of time devoted to Torah by assigning more time for
recreation and physical exercise, anything that would remove them from
the bais hamedrash. They sought to decrease the number of students
per class, which would close the doors of the yeshivah to the many
students who were cut from the student roster.

The Chafetz Chaim began his letter to the physician who led
the conference, “Since | heard that a medical conference under his
leadership is convening in Vilna, | am sending my blessing that the
Healer of all flesh send you His Divine assistance and blessing from
Above. | heard of your concern for the yeshivah students, and | would
like to inform you that, baruch Hashem, the yeshivos are doing quite
well, providing their students three nutritious meals daily. The young
men take walks during the course of the day, thus availing themselves of
the requisite exercise. They are all healthy, which | am certain you will be
happy to hear.”

Following the Chafetz Chaim’s signature, he added a
postscript. “I would like to remind your honour of a pasuk in the Torah,
Kol ha’nogea ba’har mos yumas; ‘Whoever will touch the mountain will
surely die.” If just touching this will incur the penalty of death (and the
mountain is merely the platform upon which the Torah was given),
certainly one who touches (appends) the Torah itself will surely become
subject to this punishment.”

The Chafetz Chaim gave mussar, admonished, in a subtle —
almost respectful — manner. While he did not seek to offend the
individual to whom he was speaking, he did not want to downplay the
severity of the incursion. The Torah was off-limits. Anything that
represented negiah, inappropriate touching, overreaching the
boundaries of Jewish law, was playing with a fierce response from the
Almighty.

Secular movements that have developed within Judaism have
proposed that mitzvos be appended to conform to the spirit of the
times. In nineteenth-century Germany, when the gates of the ghetto
came crashing down and Jews were granted the right to participate fully
in society, the desire to assimilate was (for some) overwhelming. Horav
S.R. Hirsch, zI, who was the preeminent Rav and valiant fighter to
preserve our Mesorah, Tradition, countered that only through
traditional Jewish education and commitment to Torah observance will
we survive as a nation. Otherwise, we will have nothing. Indeed, those
who assimilate, renege Judaism, have never really been accepted by the
gentile society. To them, we will always be Jews.

The Torah instructs us to set boundaries around the mountain,
so that no one will touch it. Horav S.R. Hirsch explains the purpose of
Hagbalah, establishing a perimeter, as the Torah’s way of teaching us
that the Torah came (from Hashem) to the People. It neither developed
from within the people, nor was it intuited by Moshe Rabbeinu. It, with
the Oral Law, is Divine in origin, and Hashem is its Author. Thus, the
Torah’s whole character is eternal, immutable and inviolable. Indeed,
the same Hagbalah was continued when Klal Yisrael encamped in the
wilderness. Machane Kehunah and Leviyah, the encampment of the
Kohanim and Leviim surrounded Machaneh Shechinah, where the
Mishkan, Sanctuary, was, so that the people were kept at a distance
from the Sanctuary. Thus, the superhuman origin and validity of the
Torah as being independent of time and place were established for all
time. The Kohanim and Leviim were to protect the Torah from the
incursion of the earlier and ever-present deviant movements. Those
movements have taken upon themselves the “responsibility” to
transform the Torah and Orthodoxy to a “kinder,” more “attuned to the
times,” form of Judaism — a religion that will tear down the perimeter
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established around the Torah, so that it will conform to the values and
morals of the surrounding culture, Heaven forbid.

TR ISOINS WD TAR NRY AR DK 72D

Honour your father and mother so that your days shall be
lengthened. (20:12)

Kibbud av’v’eim is a difficult mitzvah to fulfil properly because
there is no shiur, measurement, to it. The mitzvah has no limits, because
one can always do more. Indeed, the great Amora, Abaye, who was an
orphan (his father died before he was born, and his mother died in
childbirth), considered himself fortunate, since he never transgressed
this mitzvah (Kiddushin 31b). Why is arichas yamim, longevity, the
stated reward for Kibbud av v’eim? Each generation is a link in a
continuum that goes on until the advent of Moshiach Tzidkeinu. This link
is as strong as the relationship one has with his past. By honouring one’s
parents, he forges and concretises his relationship with the past, thus
“lengthening” his days. We always think as “lengthening” as going
forward to the future. We forget that, more importantly, we can
lengthen our days by going backward and connecting to the past.
Indeed, we have no present, because every moment that passes
transforms the present into the past. Without a past, the future has no
foundation and is destined to be short-lived.

The Strikover Rebbe, zI, was walking down the street when he
chanced upon a young man pushing his wheelchair-bound father. It was
a hot, humid day, and the sweat was dripping profusely from the young
man’s face. It was obvious that pushing his father’s wheelchair was no
easy task. The young man was demonstrating extraordinary mesiras
nefesh, devotion, to the mitzvah of Kibbud av. The Rebbe later remarked
to the young man, “The Heavenly angels immerse themselves in the
River of Dinor. (The river is comprised of fire, and it separates this world
from the World-to-Come. A soul must pass through the River of Dinor in
order to cleanse itself of any residue of this material world before it can
gain access to Olam Habba. The Heavenly angels release spiritual sweat
from their great fear of Hashem. This sweat is the source of the ‘water’
which makes up the River of Dinor.) Chassidim immerse themselves in a
mikvah (a natural collection of water, a living spring or ground water
well). Your tevillah, immersion (in the sweat produced in the
performance of the mitzvah of Kibbud av), finds greater favour in my
eyes.”

Kibbud Av can take on a different form, one that, to the
superficial observer, might be difficult to understand. (This is why he
remains a superficial observer. His view of a subject or issue is
perfunctory and lacks depth.) In the summer of 1942, the Nazi
murderers were on the prowl for the Bobover Rebbe, zl, Horav Shlomo,
who, with the aid of false papers, was able to cross the Hungarian
border into Neimark. It was there that the Rebbe and his son, Horav
Naftali, zl, were taken into captivity and subjected to cruel persecution.
They spent Shabbos Kodesh together as captives, waiting to be
executed. It was only a matter of time. It was at this point that the
Rebbe embraced his son and said, “Naftali, my precious son, you know
that the body of a Jew is nothing more than physical matter, comprised
of earth from the ground. The body can be persecuted and even
destroyed. The other component of the Jew, his neshamah, soul, cannot
be touched. It is eternal, untouchable by these beasts.

“I am your father, and you are my son. You still have one more
mitzvah which you can fulfil before they separate us: the mitzvah of
Kibbud Av. | ask of you to fulfil the mitzvah of honouring your father.
Please listen to what | am going to tell you. Tomorrow, they will take us
out to be executed. It will be our opportunity to sanctify Hashem’s
Name. When the murderers kill us, remember to say, Ki alecha horagnu
kol ha’yom; ‘For You, we will die every day.’ | have no doubt that the
murderers will do everything to make me suffer as much as possible
until that moment that my soul leaves my body. | will cry out loudly to
Hashem, ‘Shema Yisrael! You, too, will cry out, Shema Yisrael! My last
request of you, my dear son, is please do not cry when they torture me,
because your weeping will befuddle me and restrict my kavanah,
devotion.” (I want to give up my life for Hashem and need to remain
completely focused on this mitzvah.)

At the last moment, just before they were about to be
executed, they were miraculously saved. They survived the war, came to
the USA and were instrumental in changing its spiritual panorama. |
relate this story to underscore how far the mitzvah of Kibbud av can
extend and to show what coursed through the mind of a saintly Rebbe
minutes before he thought he would die.

| conclude with a powerful comment from Horav Chaim Brim,
zl, concerning the mitzvah of Kibbud av v’eim. “If you want to determine
if a person possesses yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven, watch to see
how he shows respect for his parents.” My take on this is: One who does
not go all out in his Kibbud av v’eim will not go all out in his fear of
Hashem; alternatively, if he does manifest fear of Hashem, but does not
act appropriately toward his parents, his fear of Hashem is a sham,
because the two go hand in hand. We should honour our parents as a
result of our sense of yiraas Shomayim. This is what Hashem asks of us.

NP AR 2NN v B
The entire people saw the thunder. (20:15)

Thunder is a sound which one hears, not sees. Yet, the nation
was able to see the thunder: Ro’im es ha’nishma, “They saw what is
(ordinarily only) heard.” This indicates that during the Revelation, the
nation transcended human/normal physical limitations, rising to the
level of superhuman comprehension, whereby they could see what had
otherwise only been heard. Horav Tzvi Hirsch Ferber, zl, writes (Kerem
HaTzvi) that he came across an innovative satirical explanation of ro’im
es ha’nishma. At that time (early 20t century England/Europe) Jewish
observance was haemorrhaging, decreasing with each passing day. One
of the obvious reasons for this sad development was inconsistency. The
children experienced a marked discrepancy between what they were
hearing in school and shul and what they were observing at home. They
went to school, where they heard all about the importance of Jewish
commitment and Jewish observance. They heard it in shul, and it was
drummed into them at their bnei mitzvah. At the end of the day,
however, these were mere words which were superficial expositions,
without any examples in real life. What they heard in school and what
they saw at home were incongruous with one another, total
contradiction. When children grow up hearing one thing but seeing
another, they will usually adhere to what they see.

At Har Sinai, things were quite different. The nation was
committed. What Klal Yisrael heard on Har Sinai was evident in the way
they lived day by day. In other words: They saw what they heard.

Va’ani Tefillah

avw v
Sim Shalom.
Establish Peace.

When people gather together, it could be for one of two
distinct reasons. They fear someone. Strength is in numbers. Perhaps, if
they all combine and work with one another, they might together
triumph over the adversity which would otherwise destroy them.

A second type of gathering is for the purpose of peace. Enduring
peace is established when all participating parties maintain their
conviction, commit to the same positive purpose and values in life:
Va’yichan sham Yisrael; “The nation camped there (Shemos 19:2), k’ish
echad b’lev echad, “As one man with one heart” (Rashi). The level of
achdus realised by Klal Yisrael as they prepared to receive the Torah was
unlike any form of previous unity. This time it was not out of fear or
negative purpose, it was because they were all on the same page in their
belief and trust in Hashem and their commitment to His Torah. They
were in this together as one, because they all believed in it as one. This
is what is meant by peace.
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The Miraculous Marble Neck

18:1 “nn |'Tn |02 NN ynwl
D'P7N_DWY WX D DX _awn
"T_X'NID D LIny 7Rw' nwnY
o"xnn 7xw nx”
“And Yisro, the minister of Midyan, heard
all that Hashem did to Moshe and to
Yisroel, His people; that Hashem took
Yisroel out of Mitzrayim.” The Posuk says
that Yisro heard all that Hashem did for
Moshe and Klal Yisroel. We are presumably
speaking Klal leaving
Mitzrayim, and all the miracles that

”»

about Yisroel
occurred on their behalf before they left and
after they left. The miracles happened for
Klal Yisroel, and Moshe Rabbeinu being
part of them. What is the Posuk referring to
when it says that “Hashem did for Moshe?”

18:4 “nar @R D ATVIR TNRN DYI
nY19 2ann 171 Nva” — “And the name of
one of them (one of the two children of
Moshe Rabbeinu) was Eliezer, for the G-d of
my father came to my aid, and He saved me
from the sword of Paroah.” Tehillim 118:7
“INIWA DRIN IR TV Y T —
with me through my helpers; therefore, I
can face my foes.” When a miracle is done
for one in the Zechus of another person, the

“Hashem is

one that the miracle occurs for is not Zoche
to see the miracle. However, if the person
himself has the Zechus for the miracle to
occur, then he is Zoche to actually see the
miracle. “tya 7 '77 — When Hashem does a
miracle for me — in my Zechus, then, “xi
xawa NXX” — I am Zoche to actually see the
miracle. Meaning that I will actually be
Zoche to see the downfall of my enemies.
Over here, regarding Moshe Rabbeinu,
Chazal tell us that Moshe was caught by the
Mitzriyim and they tried to chop off his
head. A miracle occurred for him, and his
neck turned to marble, so that he was not
injured. Then another miracle occurred for
Moshe that he was somehow able to escape
the Mitzriyim and run away. The glaring
question is why didn’t Hakodosh Boruch Hu
just make the second miracle, of Moshe
being able to escape? Why make a special
fantastical miracle, of Moshe’s neck turning
to marble when they tried to kill him?
Additionally, we know that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu generally minimizes miracles,
and makes them look as much of a part of
nature as possible. If so, why did Hakodosh
Boruch Hu perform this miracle of Moshe’s
neck turning into marble, which 1is
completely out of the realm of nature?
Moshe Rabbeinu had many Zechusim, and
he was Zoche to be saved in his own Zechus,
and not due to Zechusim of anyone else.
Moshe was entitled to see the miracle occur
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for him with his own eyes. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu had the servants of Paroah
capture Moshe Rabbeinu, and have him
brought to be killed. They tried to kill him
with a sword, but miraculously his neck
turned to marble and they were unable to
harm him. This was apparent to all as a
miracle, and Moshe was able to see first-
hand this miracle that was performed for
him, in his Zechus. Had Moshe been able to
miraculously escape, that would not have
been apparent that it was a miracle, and
Moshe would not have been able to clearly
see that a miracle occurred for him. “ '8
MYy AR’ — “N1va” — Moshe was saying that
he was Zoche to be saved with his own
Zechusim, and not others. It doesn’t say,
“nyon 9x1” that Moshe was saved from
Paroah, rather it says, “ny19 2ann a'7x” —
that Moshe was saved from the “sword” of
Paroah, that he was Zoche to see the
miracle of his being saved from the sword:
namely that the sword was on his neck and
his neck turned into marble and could not
harm him. (in"78 NTX)

Yisro may have thought that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out
of Mitzrayim, and severely punished the
Mitzriyim, for He wanted revenge on the
Mitzriyim for the evil they inflicted upon
Klal Yisroel. There were many Makkos in
Mitzrayim, which culminated in a final
electrifying feat, of Krias Yam Suf. Klal
Yisroel were freed and revenge was taken
out upon their captors. Moshe Rabbeinu
told Yisro that it was not so, the purpose
was not just so that there would be revenge
against the Mitzriyim, and that Klal Yisroel
would be freed. The purpose of all of it was
Matan Torah. Everything that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu did to Paroah and Mitzrayim
was all for the sake of Klal Yisroel, for they
are His nation, and He wants to take care of
them. He wanted to give them the most
precious gift in the world, the Torah
Hakdosha. “nwn? n''x nwy Tux 7D X
ny 78 w71” — Yisro heard from Moshe about
“everything” that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did
for Moshe and Klal Yisroel — it was all done
for the sake of Moshe and Klal Yisroel, and
thus Yisro wanted to join them. (0w "nn)

“Ynww nn aimda XN waisn ard —
Why does Rashi tell us that Yisro heard
about Krias Yam Suf and Milchemes
Amalek, when the Torah tells us explicitly,

“anxynn 78w N 'T RNIN D7 — because

Hashem took Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim?
The Posuk says, “nwy WK ' nX” — that
Yisro heard all that occurred to Klal Yisroel.
Certainly, Yisro did not actually hear
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everything, all the details, rather when the
Posuk is telling us that he heard about
everything, it refers to the major events
which occurred. Rashi tells us that aside
from Klal actually leaving
Mitzrayim, as the Posuk tells us, the two
major events were Krias Yam Suf and
Milchemes Amalek. (yawn n"iv)

What did Yisro hear that made
him want to join Klal Yisroel? Gittin 56b —
Titos the wicked, Yemach Shemo, said that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu only has power on the
water. Perhaps Yisro could have erred and
thought so as well. However, Yisro heard
about Krias Yam Suf and about Milchemes
Amalek — one on water and one on dry land,
he knew that Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s power
had no limitations, and he knew that He
was the Absolute Ruler of the world. This
caused him to want to join Klal Yisroel.
(9"ow "nn)

What did Yisro hear about what
Hashem did for Moshe? Yisro heard that
Moshe was raised in the palace of Paroah,
yet was never harmed there. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu raised Moshe right in front of
Paroah and his servants, and He protected

Yisroel

him from them. It was this very Moshe, who
was raised in front of Paroah, who would be
the one through whom the miracles would
occur in Mitzrayim, and lead Klal Yisroel
out of Mitzrayim. (0"awn) ;

Moshe Rabbeinu was raised in the
palace of Paroah, right under the nose of all
the leaders of Mitzrayim, yet he was not
harmed. Even more amazing, is the miracle
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for
Moshe when Paroah was informed that he
killed a Mitzri. Not only did Hakodosh
Boruch Hu perform a hidden miracle, that
he was able to escape from the Mitzriyim,
but He performed an open miracle, when
the executioner attempted to chop off
Moshe’s neck, Moshe’s neck turned to
marble and they could not harm him. This
was a clear open miracle that Moshe was
Zoche to see with his own eyes, for it was in
his own Zechus that he was Zoche to have
this miracle performed.

Yisro saw how exact Hakodosh
Boruch Hu is in everything He does, and
how He takes care of His people. Yisro
wanted to join Klal Yisroel, and be a part of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s people. It was not
only what occurred for Klal Yisroel as a
whole, but also for what occurred to Moshe
Rabbeinu.

Zechusim for ourselves so that we are saved

May we be Zoche to acquire

from all evil.
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Now You Kyow!

When Yisro heard about the plagues
and all the miracles that Hashem
wrought in Egypt, he exclaimed, “Now |
know that Hashem is greater than any
other “gods,” because [He punished
them] according to the things they
perpetrated.”

Chazal say that he was referring to
Hashem’s behavior of mida k'neged
mida, measure for measure. He behaves
with humankind in this way so that we
can identify what we did wrong.

So, one who burns his tongue ought to
think about whether he’s said anything
he should not have. One who stubs his
toe should consider whether he’s gone
anywhere he ought to have avoided,
and so on.

This is very different than other “gods”
in the world. Most often there’s a god
for each power. A god of fire and a god
of water. One of thunder and one of
earthquakes. Each makes his presence
known through his particular power.

Not so Hashem, Who is the master of all
powers. He doesn’t have a particular
tool to identify Himself, because unlike

o oo™ DY 7933 O3¥N TIVUINY TIIN N2 Y31 TONN 2N 77610 SN N
“And he said to Moshe, “I am your father-in-law, Yisro, come to you, and your wife,
and her two sons with her.” (shmos 18:6)
When Moshe went to Egypt to take out the Children of Israel, he left his family behind in
Midian, at his father-in-law’s home. Now that the Jews had been saved, and were traveling
to The Promised Land, Yisro, who had been impressed by Hashem’s truth, came to Moshe.

It is unusual for a person to come to someone he knows and introduce himself, especially
to one so close as his own son-in-law. Therefore, the commentaries explain that Yisro had
actually written a note to Moshe, which was delivered by a messenger. In it, he identified
himself and asked for an audience with Moshe.

The Mechilta explains the unusual listing of Moshe’s family. Yisro wanted to meet with
Moshe. He felt that perhaps Moshe would not meet with him simply because he wanted an
audience. He therefore mentioned his role as father-in-law, one that carries with it a certain
amount of respect and deference.

If Moshe would not meet with him on his own account, then he would perhaps come out on
account of his wife. If Moshe would not come out for his wife, perhaps he would come out
for his two sons, or on account of his wife AND the two sons with her. Now that Moshe was
a VIP, Yisro was unsure of how to get to speak to him.

Moshe’s response teaches us a fundamental lesson about value in Judaism. Because each
person has limitless potential, each person is valuable and important. Even if they will not
do great things, perhaps one of their children or descendants will, and they must be
acknowledged for that. Moshe had demonstrated this previously when he “looked this way
and that” before he killed the Mitzri, and saw that no good would ever come of this man or
his descendants.

Therefore, “Moshe went out to greet his father-in-law Yisro,” making sure that Yisro knew
that he was worth Moshe’s time and attention. This lesson hit home, as Yisro recognized
the greatness of Hashem. He understood that Hashem does not merely sit in Heaven and
cast lightning bolts. Rather, He is intimately involved in the life and growth of each of His
creations. This is how Hashem looks at the world and Moshe emulated Him.

We, too, would do well to recognize the potential and worth of everyone we encounter, and
treat them with the respect and deference they deserve as a child of the Al-mighty and a
potential follower in His footsteps.

those other gods, His identity is crucial
insofar as he enables Mankind to
become godlike.

Hashem'’s greatness is witnessed in His
focus on making us great, and that is
why the Egyptians were punished
commensurate with their sins; so they
and others might learn what they did
wrong, and be better for that knowledge.

Thought of the week:
You cannot truly know a person
until you have plumbed the
depths of their soul and found
the glow of the myriad other
souls theirs will touch.
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R’ Leib Chasman, famed mussar giant of the Chevron Yeshiva in Jerusalem in the early
twentieth century, was speaking to a boy who had come to him asking how to improve his
service of Hashem. After some discussion, R’ Leib asked the bochur to go to the
Rebbetzin in the kitchen and ask her for a cup of tea for him. The boy jumped up to do as
he was asked.

As he did, R’ Leib grabbed his arm. “Wait! Why did you jump up so quickly?” The boy
hesitated, thought a moment, and then replied, “I guess | ran because | have the
opportunity to serve a Talmid Chacham!”

“Oy,” sighed R’ Leib. ‘It is exactly as | thought. A young man is presented with the chance
to improve his Avodas Hashem by doing a true kindness for another and bringing a feeble
old man a cup of tea. However, instead of focusing on doing kindness for its own sake, he
chooses to focus on other considerations like serving Torah scholars, which in my case is
even questionable.”
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