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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

he new year looms before us, and Yidden across
T the globe are somehow trying to set our sights
on achieving more Ruchnius pursuits, despite
the dizzying news around the world. When will the
Yeshivas start, how will they start, will it really be safe;
these are questions we still don’t know the answers
to. What will my shul look like during the Yomim
Noraim? Where should I Daven-upstairs, downstairs
or outside? How will I be able to keep my mask on
for so long? These are questions that circle around
the most important one - one we dare not forget -
where should I concentrate and elevate my Avodas
Hashem which, we must remember, is the point of
all the Tzaros.

Many of us are probably thinking; I cannot believe
that Selichos is around the corner already! We gear

ourselves up to Daven with more Kavana, to ask for
the myriad of things we need and hope for, V’ulay
Yirachem. This past year, with all of Klal Yisroel’s
losses - sadly many loved ones, and even more sadly,
losses without even the proper Tzeischem Lishalom.
The losses of Parnassa, Shalom Bayis - have taught
us not to take anything for granted. We will all turn
and ask Mimamakim not to experience any more
losses and heartaches. A serious point needs to be
made. Harav Meir Hershkowitz- A Talmid of the
Rosh Yeshiva Rav Ahron Kotler- Rosh Yeshivas
Stamford, Zholl Zein Gezunt un Shtark, is reported
to have said that Rav Ahron taught him from “Bais”
until “Tof” about Rosh Hashana. But, he explained,
Rav Avigdor Miller taught me the “Alef” of Rosh
Hashana. The “Alef” is that we must thank Hashem
for all the good that he gave us DURING THE
PAST YEAR. I once saw that Rav Yeruchum, Mirrer
Mashgiach, has a Shmuz that people look at the Din
of Rosh Hashana like a 211 - it’s going to take this
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away from me, and that away from me etc. We forget
that whatever Chasadim we lived through, whatever
benefits we were Zoche to, anything that ended it
up the way we wanted it to, immeasurable Nachas
from children and Aineklach - albeit interspaced by
the other stuff - IS ALL A PRODUCT of the Din on
Rosh Hashana. All of our smiles and laughter, as well
as all our moaning and tears, are all from the Din of
Yomim Noraim.

One of the Tefillos during Selichos that serves as an
introduction is o571 upnT D oHT), we stand at
Your doorstep like paupers and knock for the door
to open. Mefarshim point out that a poor man that
stands in your doorway has nothing to present his
case to you other than he is poor and bereft, and you,
mercifully can help him. He has no right to anything,
he can demand nothing (except for the ones who
sometimes do, immediately raising doubts about the
earnestness of their story). So too, we recognize that
we are throwing ourselves - our helpless selves- into
the arms of Chesed and Rachamim of the Kol Yachol.

The Medrash Tanchuma teaches us a vital lesson
about the heart and soul of Tefillah. The first one in
the Parsha introduces us to a Chidush contrary to a
Gemara Berachos (26b). The Medrash says: Moshe
Rabbeinu saw, Bruach Hakodesh, that the Mikdash
will be destroyed and the Mitzvah of Bikkurim will no
longer beavailable to us. So, he created a substitute; the
institution of Davening three times a day. The Gemara
attributes our three Tefillos to our three Avos - we can
live with that. But we struggle to connect Bikkurim
and Teffilah, and how they compensate for each
other. We are familiar with the theme of Bikkurim,
as so aptly described by the Sefer Hachinuch (606) >
oD NIX XN 1OX yan 5on, whatever we have is from
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

the Master of the World, and to tell of his Chesed
beginning with Yaakov Avinu (reading of the Parsha)
through our slavery and salvation from MItzrayim
- praising Hashem from “Alef” through “Taf”. After
paying tribute to His Chesed, we turn and hopefully
request for continued and constant Bracha. Rashi’s
famous comment on (26:3) r>x nnx to say out loud
nav Mod rRw, I am not an ingrate. Bikkurim is the
symbol of Yiddishkeit, the Middah that is the true
measure of man is HAKARAS HATOV (R’ Yisroel
Salantar). Moshe worried that Jews would be missing
this experience, so he initiated 3 Teffilos. Where does
my Beracha come from? Few things can initiate the
universal flow of thinking » o "ma, my strength,
my prowess, my talents have allowed me these
successes than the first time your attempts work well.
I remember as a child, walking into a “bodega” in our
mixed neighborhood, and seeing a dollar bill scotch-
taped to the wall behind the register. His first dollar
earned. Your first deal that worked, your first crop
that produced, the first time the stock you predicted
would make a killing, can lead us down the narrow
path (no room for anybody else) of misguided self-
adulation. The Torah says, brings Bikkurim, and
recognize the real source of your achievement and
internalize the message throughout all our triumphs.

There is an expression in Chazal->w mmanaw mn wp,
you should only ask for something from someone
who has the ability to give it to you. They used to
say that the method used in Yeshivas Navarduck to
instill humility in the Talmidim, was to train them
by going into a hardware store and asking for milk.
(I recently read a disclaimer from a Navardicker,
who said it was only said by the oav¥5 to make fun of
them.) We all need to know that before we bend our
heads, knees and humble our hearts as we Daven for
Daas, Selicha, Refuah, Beracha, Geulah, Moshiach

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yiss

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the ¢

RAMAPOSE w21
= NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! ,NNIY 129NN 5N N2 15N

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

and the return to Tzion, we must know who is really
in charge of it all - o%yn nx nxn and therefore, 1
direct my Bakashos to The One Above. So now we
know how Bikkurim and Tefillah connect, they both
direct our thoughts to the REAL Baal Habayis, in
whose Hands EVERYTHING rests. If there is one
lesson that the world - as it is today - must teach
us: WE ARE NOT IN CHARGE OF ANYTHING.
Not our health, our wealth, our safety; everything is
Biyad Hashem. May all our Teffilos reach on high, so
that all of us knowing 535 pm 5135 7, and allow us
to see the words of the mmvan - in a world that’s dark
D'MIRD 5o yAX no2r qwnn - speedily, mar 75y 1 ma;, to
see the wn M.

Waiting among those ny1w> oooynn.
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If you will listen — ynwn yimv ox

A little boy asks his father for a drink and his father pours the
requested beverage and fills his cup. A few minutes later the boy sees
another bottle that catches his eye and he asks his father for some
from the second bottle, but what is he to do? He has still not drunk
the first drink and his cup is still full. His father tells him, “First you
have to drink what | already poured for you and then | can pour you
the second drink that you are asking for...” If the boy is old enough, he
will understand, but if he is too young then he will not yet
understand, what is the problem with pouring more drink into the full
cup?!
We learn in the Gemara (Berachos 40a): ‘R’ Zeira and some say R’
Chinana bar Papa said, Come and see how unlike the characteristic of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the characteristic of flesh and blood man. The
characteristic of flesh and blood is that an empty vessel can hold what
is poured into it, whereas a full vessel cannot hold any more.
However, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not like that. A full vessel (a person
filled with Torah knowledge) can hold even more, whereas an empty
vessel (one devoid of Torah) cannot hold things, as it says (Shemos
15:26) 'vawn vimw X x4’ = ‘If you will listen’, If at first you will
listen, you will be destined to listen again. But if at first you do not
listen, you will not listen later either. Another explanation, if you will
listen to the old (i.e. you will review what you have learned) you will
listen to the new, 1217 n19' DNI' — ‘But if your heart turns away, X7'
'ynwun - ‘you will not listen’ later.
The MaAdanei HaShulchan zt”| once asked a non-observant man to
put on Tefillin, but the man outright refused. Moreinu HaRav asked
him why he was so against it? The man replied that he felt that if he
would put on Tefillin once, this would cause him to keep other
mitzvos, and this he was not willing to do.
Chazal have taught us (Avos 4:2) ‘one mitzvah leads to another’. One
who learns once, his heart is aroused to learn more for the Torah is
like a magnet, and one who begins to learn receives more desire and
love of Torah, which causes him to want to learn more. In this way he
is always adding on. This is not a secret that one who adds to his
learning, his brainpower increases, and he is smarter and sharper. At
times a person may want to learn but it is hard for him, his heart is
not drawn to learning, what does he do? The advice is, even if it is
hard, start once and the heart will want more and more. Chazal said
(Rashi to Shemos 19:5 quoting Mechilta) ‘all beginnings are difficult’,
but to continue is easy for by HaKadosh Baruch Hu an empty vessel
does not hold but a full one does.

- Tiv HaTorah —Ki Savo
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‘A lesson in faith’ — "mamxa Wy'w'

| participated in a simcha of a neighbor. When one of the
neighbors heard that my son is learning in a yeshiva in Rechovot,
she was very excited, and she asked if she could send something
small with my son to Rechovot. She explained that her son was
flying to learn in a yeshiva in the United States and he forgot to
take the siddur that she bought for him, and because of corona
there are very few flights and tomorrow is flying to the yeshiva
from Rechovot.
| told her that | would gladly send the siddur with my son, but
someone would have to take the siddur to the yeshiva which was
on the other side of the city. “Clearly”, she said, and she asked
for the address of the yeshiva. When | told her the address, she
caught her breath, jumped from the seat and said: “If this is not
hashgacha pratis then what is? The boy flying out lives right on
that street a few houses from the yeshiva!ll” We all saw the
hand of Hashem and we strengthened our faith and trust.

AN

‘The power of prayer’ — 'n'7on 7w nn’

“Abba, please buy us a parrot!!!”
“I am not buying anyone a parrot!!!”
“Then buy us any kind of pet?”
| explained to them that their older brothers had pets, and in the
end, all the work fell on me, the feeding, the cleaning, and after
the initial excitement wore off, they were not at all interested in
what happened to the pets.
The little ones promised to take care of it and they decided to
pray to Hashem that they should have a pet. In truth, in my heart
| felt for them especially after seeing the neighbors with pets, but
| knew that the taking care of it would fall on me alone.
One morning | heard my son cry out: “Abba, Abba, please come
quick, a bird flew into our house!!!”
| didn’t rush knowing that a wild bird that flew in would fly out
right away. When | got to the living room, | found a beautiful
parrot flying from side to side trying to get out, but my kids had
already closed all the openings so that it would not leave the
house. A few minutes later, with Hashem’s help, | caught the
parrot to the delight of the little kids. | asked a neighbor what
kind of food and water do | give it? Now that Hashem sent the
children a pet, | had no choice but to take care of the gift that
Hashem had sent them in a unique way.
| announced hashavas aveidah [return a lost object] but no one
claimed it. The owner must have given up hope, but the children
were filled with joy. ND
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(2-N:12) AT M9 75 N'WNIN NNPYI.LXIAN D Al
It will be when you enter... you shall take of the first of every
fruit of the ground (26:1-2)
It is known that every mention of ‘vehaya’ denotes joy [simchal],
since there is no joy to a farmer like when his crops begin to
sprout from the ground and grow. After all his hard work and
effort to plow and plant, hoe and weed, after hoping days and
nights for both strong and usual rain, for blessed dew, that will
grow beautiful shrubs and flowering trees, nice flowers, and
dripping and juicy fruit.
After all the waiting with anticipating eyes and heart, to see
blessing from his effort until he merits seeing his beautiful fruit.
He worked hard so they would grow to glory. This is when he
enters his field to delight in what he sees and to rejoice with the
completion of his work. The Torah commands that immediately
upon seeing the first fruit emerging from its blossom, he
designates it for the mitzvah of Bikkurim as Rashi explains, ‘A
man goes down into his field and sees a fig that has begun to
ripen. He wraps a reed-grass around it and says, “This is
bikkurim.””
Similarly, when it comes to bringing the bikkurim up to
Yerushalayim to our Bais HaMikdash and our Glory, the person is
filled with great joy and he adorns his fruit in nice baskets, with
song he brings his first fruit to the Kohanim who are in those
days, in order to thank and praise HaKadosh Baruch Hu for His
abundant kindness and mercy that reached his portion of the
land, and for his success in working the ground until he saw
blessing from his hard work and effort.
The person forgoes his personal joy of seeing the first growth
and the fruit of his labor, and now stands and hands over
everything for the Name of Hashem. This giving over is the
reason and purpose of this mitzvah in front of everyone, since he
gives the first of his efforts to HaKadosh Baruch Hu through his
hard work — there is an intrinsic joy to give them to Hashem, for
he recognizes that it was Hashem Who gave him the strength to
do all this, therefore the mitzvah of bikkurim uses ‘vehaya’ an
expression of joy.

To sanctify the first — n'wxYD X WTPY
Even nowadays, times of desolation, and because of our sins
those making oleh regel and bringing bikkurim have been
nullified, but the mitzvah of bikkurim still exists. As with
anything, we must give the first of them to Hashem as the posuk
is expounded (Shemos 34:26) 'n N'a X'an JNATX NP2 N'WURY'
"Y?7X — ‘The earliest of the first fruits of your land you shall
bring to the House of Hashem, your G-d’, that is, everything first
— whether of the day or anything completed should be given for
the sake of Hashem to sanctify all of it. This is so the first
thought should be for the sake of Heaven, and this will cause
sanctity to extend to all his affairs.
This conduct demonstrates that the person is grateful.
Immediately upon arising in the morning when he sees that his
248 limbs and 365 sinews are working, he is grateful from the
beginning of his day and he sanctifies himself to Torah and
Tefillah, similar to the confession that is recited when one brings
the bikkurim which is thanks from the outset from (26:5) X'
"aX TaX — ‘an Aramean would have destroyed my father’ to
(26:9) 'nxTh YIXN DX 117 [N 0T DIzRn 78 IR - ‘He brought
us to this place, and He gave us this land’, and Rashi explains, so
as not to seem ungrateful.
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Service of Hashem with gladness and goodness of heart
Amidst the posukim of the tochacha that pains the heart of those who
hear it, we find a posuk which both hides and reveals the reason for
the terrifying punishment of the tochacha (28:47) nTay X7 "wx NNN'
75 271 227 21021 NNRWA 'P7R ' DR - ‘Because you did not serve
Hashem, your G-d, with gladness and goodness of heart out of an
abundance of everything’. Meaning, the reason for the punishment is
for not serving Hashem with gladness and joy of heart, until he is
punished and he receives all the words of the rebuke. This is the
severity of doing the mitzvos sadly and lazily without elevation of spirit
and craving of the heart.
The Arizal famously points out the greatness of serving Hashem with
joy which lifts him to high levels until he attains Ruach HaKodesh, as
his student testified that his lofty levels were only attained through
serving Hashem with joy, as brought in the Sefer Chareidim
(Introduction): The great joy of a mitzvah, every mitzvah is like a gift
sent to you by HaKadosh Baruch Hu and the reward is commensurate
with the amount of joy. The Arizal himself revealed that what he
attained in that they opened the gates of wisdom and Ruach
HaKodesh for him was the reward for doing every mitzvah with great
joy.
It is also brought down in his sefer Sha’ar HaMitzvos (Introduction):
The root of everything is when doing a mitzvah, do not think that it is a
burden and rush to get it over with, rather, think that you stand to
make thousands of golden dinars and you should be glad when you do
it with boundless heartfelt joy and great desire as if someone were to
give you thousands of golden dinars for doing the mitzvah. This
teaches faith in the Creator Yisbarach Who prepares reward according
to the amount of joy, true and with inner goodness of heart and so he
will receive the Celestial light, and if he constantly does this, then
without a doubt he will be given Ruach HaKodesh. This applies to
keeping all the mitzvos, whether one has a great, strong burning
desire when involved in Torah as if standing before the King and
serving him with great compassion to find favor in His eyes, to receive
greater and higher elevation.
The reason for this is the joy in the service of Hashem that comes to a
person of true faith that every word in the Torah is a mitzvah and he
believes that every mitzvah causes the building of worlds Above, and
through this he comes to joy. We learn from this that one who has no
craving and is lax in avodas Hashem not because he lacks love of
Hashem, rather, he lacks faith. When he believes that everything he
does causes satisfaction Above, he will strengthen to serve Hashem
out of joy for the mitzvah.

The joy of the poor and oppressed — D'>TinI D'MYN NNNY
At the end of the day when we merit to be glad, we must remember
those who do not have — the poor and converts, as it says (26:11)
AUX NN M7 DNR N PR N7 M dwR a1on 702 nnnwl’
2072 - ‘You shall rejoice with all the goodness that Hashem, your
G-d, has given to you and your household, you and the Levi and the
convert who is in your midst’. After giving ma’aser ani the posuk
concludes (26:12) 127 Y1%7% NNNA NKRIAN YWYN 7D DX WY7 DN D'
"lvawl Yywa 17281 nM7X71 DIN'? — ‘When you finish tithing every
tithe of your produce, and you will have given to the Levi, the convert,
the orphan, and the widow, and they will have eaten in your gates and
will be satisfied’. When he is glad, he will remember to be glad for
those who are lacking, then his joy will be complete and true Above
and below.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Ki Savo 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“You shall take of the first of every fruit of the earth”

We Learn from the Fruit of the Earth
to Reinvent Ourselves in the Month of Elul
so that We Will Be New Creatures at Rosh HaShanah

This week’s parsha is parshas Ki Savo. It behooves us
to connect the sacred avodah of the month of Elul with the
beginning of this week’s parsha. Concerning the mitzvah of
“bikkurim,” it says (Devarim 26. 1): ' 2wx yaxa HR R1an s o
QWK TRTINT M8 Yo mwRean Ryt ,ae nawst anwant aoma Y jn PEsR
1 UMaY MWK DIPRN DR NoYT RIVA nRwt Y 101 TPYR T WS RARE XA
Jaw mw 1wy pvr  “It will be when you enter the land that
Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an inheritance, and you take
possession of it, and dwell in it, that you shall take of the
first of every fruit of the earth that you bring in from your
land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you, and you shall put it
in a basket and go to the place that Hashem, your G-d, will
choose, to make His name rest there.”

We will begin by introducing a teaching brought down by
the Sefas Emes (Elul 5632, 5642, 5644) in the name of his
elder, the esteemed author of the Chiddushei HaRim, zy”a. He
explains why the month designated for teshuvah is named Elul
based on the passuk (ibid. 100, 3): 191 12wy K11 22PN 1T ' 00 w1
"y IRe 1y urmak—know that Hashem, He is G-d; it is He
Who made us and we are His—His nation and the sheep
of His pasture. Tradition teaches us that the word “v’lo” in
this passuk is written as "&%1”, with an “aleph”; yet, it is read as
"y, with a “vav” With an “aleph,” the passuk suggests that we
are unworthy and inadequate to be His people; with a “vav,” it
means that we merit being close to Him.

He explains that in reality both the way “v’lo” is written and
the way it is read complement each other and achieve the same
goal. By recognizing our lowly stature and the fact that we have
sinned and failed to serve Hashem adequately--"my 1mix 851" (the

way the passuk is written)—we are motivated to draw closer to
Hashem by means of sincere teshuvah and attain the status of--
"y 1K 191" (the way the passuk is read) again. Both processes
enable us to achieve the goal of being "my”, HKB”H’s people.

This is alluded to by the name %"x; it combines the two
spellings of the word “lo”-- 8”5 and 1"%. This teaches us that our
goal during the month of Elul is to combine these two processes,
to correctall of our wrongdoings by means of complete teshuvah
and to regain the status of "my”.

Rabbi Akiva Laughed when He Witnessed
a Fox Exiting the Kodesh HaKodashim

We will begin our journey with an illuminating idea
presented in all of our philosophical texts. They emphasize that
the darkness of night always precedes the light of day; churban
precedes rebuilding; the process of nullification precedes
renewal. One of the earliest sources to elaborate on this subject
in his incredible writings is the Maharal of Prague, zy”a.

To better comprehend the subject at hand, we will begin
with what he writes in Netzach Yisrael (Chapter 26). There,
he elaborates on the esoteric dialogue between the great Rabbi
Akiva and his esteemed colleagues depicted in the Gemara
(Makkos 24a):

1ot R2WPY 2371 YW 2371 719y 13 1N 291 YRDna 131 1o 1asy”
DP1W IRT N2 A 1A 1195, 05192 1P DORINT Y A 1105 ... 7112
112100 15 1MAN, PRRE R2YPY 2371 19913 11T 19NN, DT MWD Nvan RYw
27 AT 13 2IN5W D1PR 17 1MAR 09513 DAR T AR oY TaR ,pren s
.F1331 K113 1990 moYyIw 1wy, nn
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Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah,
Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Akiva were traveling on the

Once,

road ... When they reached Har HaTzofim, they tore their
garments. When they came to Har HaBayis, they saw a fox
emerging from Kodesh HaKodashim, and they began to cry;
however, Rabbi Akiva smiled. They said to him, “Why are
you smiling?” He responded to them, “Why are you crying?”
They answered him, “A place about which it is written
(Bamidbar 1, 51): ‘The non-kohen who comes close shall
be put to death,” and now (Eichah 5, 18) ‘foxes are walking
about there, should we not cry?”

He said to them, “This is why I am smiling . . . In the
prophecy of Uriah, it is written (Michah 3, 12): ‘Therefore,
because of you, Tziyon will be plowed like a field etc. In
the prophecy of Zechariah, it is written (Zechariah 8,
4): ‘Old men and old women will yet sit in the streets of
Yerushalayim.' As long as the nevuah of Uriah had not been
fulfilled, I feared that the nevuah of Zechariah would not be
fulfilled. Now, that the nevuah of Uriah has been fulfilled, it
is apparent that the nevuah of Zechariah will be fulfilled.”
They responded to him in these words, “Akiva, you have
consoled us; AKkiva, you have consoled us!”

It behooves us to analyze Rabbi Akiva’s reactions described
above. Why did he laugh and smile upon seeing proof of
Zechariah’s nevuah related to the future geulah? Without a
doubt, the other sages also believed wholeheartedly in the
veracity of the prophecies concerning the future geulah.
Nevertheless, when confronted with the extent of the churban—
witnessing a fox exiting from the Kodesh HaKodashim—they
were overcome with grief and cried. So, what possessed Rabbi
Akiva to react so differently to the same disturbing sight?
Additionally, why did he require seeing the fulfillment of
Uriah’s nevuah concerning the extent of the churban in order
to substantiate that Zechariah’s nevuah concerning the geulah
would be fulfilled?

Shvilei Pinches

The Baby Chick Only Exists after the Egg Is
Nullified and Decomposes

To explain the matter, the Maharal teaches us a basic
principle. HKB”H created the world such that there is always
void and nullification prior to renewal. Furthermore, the
degree of renewal relates to the degree of absence and divine
concealment. In other words, the greater the absence and void,

the greater the renewal will be.

To prove this point, the Maharal cites the Gemara (Temurah
31a). The Gemara discusses the case of a chick that is born from
the egg of a “tereifah”—a bird that developed an injury or defect
that renders it prohibited for consumption. Now, according
to halachabh, it is forbidden to eat the egg from a hen that is a
“tereifah,” just like it is forbidden to eat the hen itself. Hence,
it stands to reason that the chick born from that egg would
also be forbidden for consumption. Nevertheless, in actuality,
according to the Gemara, it is permissible to eat the chick by
means of shechitah.

The Gemara explains the logic behind this halachah. The
chick does not come into existence until the contents of the egg
decay completely. Thus, the chick is formed from an egg that is
no longer suitable for consumption and is not encompassed by
the prohibited status of the “tereifah.”
that the chick cannot come to life until the egg has first been

The Maharal explains

nullified. This principle applies to all things; something cannot
be renewed until it has first been nullified. The void and

nothingness give rise to the renewal.

The Maharal asserts that HKB”H revealed this phenomenon
to us at the beginning of the Torah (Bereishis 1, 1): X123 nwx12”
21N °23 Yy TWIM 1Rt N a0 PR PART ANT DMwn NR 20pYR
In the
beginning, G-d created the heavens and the earth. The earth

IR T IR T @UPTR 1N B e By nanan naphR e

was chaos and void, with darkness over the surface of the
abyss, and the spirit of G-d was hovering upon the surface
of the waters. G-d said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. Here, the beginning of creation, clearly demonstrates this
phenomenon. When HKB”H created the world, the void came
first: “The earth was chaos and void, with darkness over
the surface of the abyss.” Only afterwards, did the new reality
come into existence: “G-d said, ‘Let there be light, and there
was light.”
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With this understanding, the Maharal interprets Rabbi
Akiva’s profound message. Upon seeing the fox emerge from
the chamber of the Kodesh HaKodashim, he smiled. He had no
doubt that the nevuah of Zechariah would come to pass—that
old men and women would sit in the streets of Yerushalayim.
However, he had no idea how great or grand the revival and
renewal of Yerushalayim would be. The fox emerging from
the Kodesh HaKodashim represented an extreme degree of
“hester panim”—divine concealment. Therefore, he had cause
to rejoice. For, he understood that the degree of churban and
absence of the divine presence reflected on the commensurate
greatness and glory of the renewal of Yerushalayim at the time
of the geulah.

In Netzach Yisrael (Chapter 30), the Maharal applies this
incredible principle to explain the galus in Mitzrayim that
preceded Yisrael’s entry into Eretz Yisrael and, for that matter,
all the exiles that have preceded the future geulah. They all
represent the void that precedes the new state of existence, like
the darkness of night that precedes the light of day. Therefore,
HKB”H subjected Yisrael to the galus in Mitzrayim—which
constituted a process of nullification—prior to taking them into
Eretz Yisrael.

This explains very nicely the following passuk related to
the galus in Mitzrayim (Shemos 1, 12): m397 13 1R 12y> qwNY
"y1m2° 1917—but as much as they afflict it, so it will increase
and so it will burst forth. Here the Torah teaches us that the
suffering and affliction in Mitzrayim constituted the void that
gave rise to Yisrael’s renewal and rebirth. After the exodus,
they received the Torah at Har Sinai and entered Eretz Yisrael.
That demonstrates for us magnificently how all of the galuyos
constitute the absence and void that is destined to produce the
incredible renewal of the future geulah.

The Maharal’s Fantastic Concept
in the Teachings of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz

At this point, it is worthwhile to point out that we find
precious gems in the wonderful teachings of the great Rabbi
Pinchas of Koretz—a disciple of the Ba’al Shem Tov, zy”a—that
are based on this concept of the Maharal. He defines the state of
nullification and void as "px”, which always precedes the state
of renewal, referred to as "¢

Shvilei Pincles

He explains that this is why a person cannot renew his
strength and energy without sleep. For, sleep represents the
nullification and void that must precede renewal. Based on this
premise, he reveals a tremendous chiddush. The state of sleep
and slumber is present in all parts of creation; without sleep,
they would not be able to renew and revitalize; they would
wither and degenerate. Here is an excerpt of what he writes in
Imrei Pinchas (Rosh HaShanah 457):

In all things in the world there is a form of sleep, even in
plant-life. Due to this process, its life-force isrenewed every
morning. Hence, mankind, which has a greater life-force,
sleeps more . . . Animals, whose life-force is lesser, sleep
less. Even water possesses an aspect of sleep; otherwise, it
would become contaminated and would be undrinkable.

Elsewhere, he compares this concept to seeds of wheat or
other fruit and vegetation that is planted in the ground. Their
growth only starts after the seed decays into almostnothingness-
-"px”. Only then, from this state of near nothingness, the seed
begins to grow and sprout and renew itself. As he writes in
Imrei Pinchas (Tishah B’Av 384): When grain is planted in the
ground, it cannot grow unless it first decays and actually
becomes nothing. In that void, remains a tremendous
potential that can produce an entire stalk. This is a type of
metamorphosis. At the precise moment that it is virtually
nothing, it immediately takes shape.

“How long will You hide
Your countenance from me?”

At this point, I would like to consider with our royal
audience several points that deserve further scrutiny. Now,
we have learned an important principle in the Mishnah (Avos
6, 11): "r1120% KUR 1812 K5 mb1ya 17apn X1aw m Ys"—everything
that HKB”H created in His world, He created solely for His
honor. That being the case, why did HKB”H create the world in
such a way that nothing can be renewed or revitalized without
first undergoing a process of void and nullification? How does
this enhance His honor?

To explain the matter, we will refer to an explanation from
the great Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin, zy”a, regarding the following
statement from David HaMelech (Tehillim 13, 2): @snon mx 2p”
7waIa NIXY MWK MR Ty 2 ia nk—how long will You hide
Your countenance from me? How long will I continue to
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seek counsel within my own spirit? He explains that David
HaMelech wished to teach us a vital lesson regarding our
emunah and trust in Hashem. When a Jew wants to receive
salvation from Hashem, he must first understand that he is
totally helpless on his own; his salvation depends solely on
Hashem. As long as he believes that he has a solution of his
own, his emunah and trust in Hashem are lacking.

So, David HaMelech asks: How long will You continue to
conceal Your presence from Me? He answers: So long as [ delude
myself into thinking that I am capable of resolving dilemmas
with my own counsel and devices, the “hester panim”—divine
concealment—will continue; however, as soon as I recognize
with certainty that I in fact lack any such wisdom or ability, the
“hester panim” will cease, and Hashem’s salvation will arrive
instantaneously.

Thus, it appears that this explains why HKB”H created
the world such that every renewal—situation of "w*-must
be preceded by a state of void and nullification—situation of
"pR”. It is because such a difficult transformation causes man
to understand that he does not have the wisdom or resources
to emerge from the darkness and void alone without Hashem’s
assistance. As soon as he says to himself: “How long will I
continue to seek counsel within my own spirit?”—he will

succeed in emerging from the void to a state of renewal.

The Stalk of Wheat Says: “From the depths,
| call to You, Hashem”

It is with great pleasure that we can now address the song
sung by the wheat in Perek Shirah (Chapter 3): @ m nbizw”
"R TRRTp Dpayan myan 2w namik—the stalk of wheat says
(Tehillim 130, 1): “From the depths, I call to You, Hashem.”
[t is important to recognize that the term “lechem”—bread—
encompasses all of man’s food and nourishment. This is evident
from the prayer of Yaakov Avinu (Bereishis 28, 20): an% *5 ynar
"s1ax5—and He will give me bread to eat. Similarly, another
passuk says (ibid. 47, 12): n»a Y5 nR1 1PRR AR 1P3AR AR QU oY
"qurt *a% any 1ax—Yosef provided his father and his brother
and all of his father’s household with food (“lechem”)
according to the children. It is precisely for this reason that
the berachah “hamotzi,” which is recited over bread, covers all
the food that one consumes during a meal; it is because all other
food is considered secondary to the bread.

— — o — — P B — — —
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Shvilei Pinclhes

We explained above, that we learn from the growth of the
wheat, from which bread is made, the vital principle that nothing
can grow or be renewed without first undergoing a stage of
nullification—i.e. nullification of its current state. Therefore,
only after the seeds of wheat decay and achieve a virtual state
of nothingness--"1"®"—do they begin to grow and develop into a
new entity. At that very moment, when they are in the ground
and achieve the state of «px», they pray to Hashem from the
depths of the earth not to decay completely, to survive and grow
into a new stalk of grain in the field above.

We can now appreciate and comprehend the song of the
stalk of wheat. It recalls the chesed Hashem performed on its
behalf whilst it was still deep in the ground in a state of decay.
To express its gratitude to Hashem, it sings: mrpaynn nivynn 1w’
"n nxap—thanking Hashem for hearing and responding to its
plea from the depths of the earth. This is why David HaMelech
instituted this psalm; so that we would join the stalk of wheat
in expressing gratitude to Hashem. For, we recognize all the
kindness He performs on our behalf when we are in states of
nothingness and helplessness. For instance, after every night of
sleep, He returns our neshamos to us revitalized.

It appears that we can suggest another reason that every
situation of renewal requires a prior state of nothingness. Let
us refer to the sacred words of the Yosher Divrei Emes (13),
who cites his Rav, the Maggid of Mezritsch, zy”a. He explains
that this principle applies to spiritual matters as well. A person
who wants to renew and revitalize his service of Hashem
This
is accomplished by recognizing how far he still has to go to

must first nullify his present circumstances—his "w»".

serve Hashem properly. Through humility, submission and
recognition of his unworthiness, he will succeed in serving
Hashem on a much higher level. Until he acknowledges his
shortcomings in the service of Hashem, he will be unable to
renew his spiritual self.

We now have cause to rejoice! This illuminates for us the
insight provided by the Chiddushei HaRim, zy”a, concerning
the name Y"%x. As explained, it combines the two spellings
of the word “lo”-- 8% and 1. Thus, the name Elul reminds
us that we must recognize that we have acted improperly and
are not truly worthy of being Hashem’s people--"my nrax -1,
As a result of this recognition and by mending our ways and
attitudes correspondingly, we will once again be deserving of
the status of "my 1rmaR 1. Let us explain this process in terms

g
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of our current discussion. At the end of the year, during the
month of Elul, it is incumbent upon us to push our personal
reset buttons, so to speak. In order to create ourselves anew
prior to Rosh HaShanah, we must nullify our old selves during
the month of Elul.
to be called His people--"my umyx 851"—we will succeed in

By recognizing that we are unworthy

transforming ourselves and taking on a new persona in the new
year consistent with the depiction--"1my 1amax 11",

The Goal of the Mitzvah of Bikkurim
Is to Negate the Attitude of “>1> nxp1 >m>*

Following this glorious path, let us now address the opening
pesukim of this week’s parsha discussing the mitzvah of
bikkurim: “It will be when you enter the land that Hashem,
your G-d, gives you as an inheritance, and you take
possession of it, and dwell in it, that you shall take of the
first of every fruit of the earth that you bring in from your
land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you, and you shall put it
in a basket and go to the place that Hashem, your G-d, will
choose, to make His name rest there.”

The Kli Yakar provides a rationale for this mitzvah. After
conquering the new land, Yisrael were liable to become
arrogant and attribute the conquest to their own powers and
strategies. In particular, after working the land and growing
various produce and fruit, they might think to themselves
(Devarim 8, 17): "mm 5omn nx *5 nwy 12 oyt "ms”"—my strength
and the might of my hand have generated this wealth for
me. To eliminate this false belief, HKB”H commanded Yisrael to
take the first of every fruit of the land, to take it up to the kohen
in Yerushalayim and to recite an explicit expression of gratitude
to Hashem for giving us this land. This procedure was designed
to fortify our emunah in Hashem.

Let us interject a spicy tidbit. Itis written (Tehillim 37, 11):
"paR 1wa» oayr’—the humble will inherit the earth. This
passuk clearly implies that the quality of humility is propitious
for inheriting Eretz Yisrael. For, we know that the kedushah
of Eretz Yisrael is due to the presence of the Shechinah. This
was especially true when the Beis HaMikdash was extant and
operational. As itis written (Shemos 25, 8): *nasw1 wpn % mwyr
"ma1na—they shall make Me a sanctuary (Mikdash), so that I
may dwell among them.

Shvilei Pincles

Now, we know that a prerequisite for the presence of
the Shechinah is the midah of humility. In the words of the
Gemara (Sotah 5a): %5 moam 17apit w1219 Ny oIN T avyh”
"o An Yy anesw mawm mysn oan—a person should always
learn from the good sense of his Creator—for behold,
when HKB”H gave the Torah, He abandoned all the great
mountains and hills and instead rested His Shechinah on
Additionally,
they taught (ibid.): X111 228 1R 7"3p MR M7 1102 13 YW DR 97

Har Sinai (a lowly, unimpressive mountain).

"p1ya 211Y mYvI>—concerning any person who possesses a
haughtiness of spirit, HKB”H says: I and he cannot dwell
together in the world. Therefore, HKB”"H commanded that
upon entering the land, Yisrael would bring the bikkurim “to
the place that Hashem, your G-d, will choose, to make His
name rest there.” This would inculcate in them the knowledge
that HKB”H only rests His name in Eretz Yisrael in the merit of
the midah of humility.

You Shall Take from the First
of All the Fruit of the Land

As explained, the mitzvah of bikkurim is designed to shatter
the klipah of “my strength and the might of my hand have
generated this wealth for me.” We will now endeavor
to explain why HKB”H used this mitzvah to hint to us the
importance of the midah of humility; for, this is the vital lesson
we are supposed to learn from the first fruit if we want to enter

the land, keep it and endure in it.

HKB”H instructs Yisrael: X*an qwx mmaxm ma Yo nwsen nnpvr
mxann. Let us expound: "nrpYr"—you must learn a vital lesson—
“lekach”—from the “first” yield of “every fruit of the earth.”
When those fruits were yet seeds deep in the earth; they could
not grow or sprout until they decayed into a state of virtual
nothingness—px’. In similar fashion, if you wish to remain in
Eretz Yisrael, you must constantly humble yourselves, which
is a type of nullification and expression of nothingness. You
must acknowledge how far you are still from serving Hashem
properly. Only then will you be able to start anew, serving
Hashem properly in His royal palace in Eretz Yisrael.

Let us add a valuable detail. When Moshe Rabeinu sent the
meraglim to survey the land, he said to them (Bamidbar 13, 20):
"paRn "an annpYt anpmnm’—you shall strengthen yourselves
and take from the fruit of the land. According to the Zohar
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hakadosh (Shelach 158a), the meraglim did not want to enter the
land, because they perceived that they would not maintain their
elite status as princes and leaders in Eretz Yisrael. This motivated
them to speak ill of Eretz Yisrael, so that they would maintain the
status of princes that they held in the midbar. In other words,
the meraglim’s failure is attributable to the klipah of arrogance—

“ga’avah”; they feared that they would lose their prominence.

Thus, it seems that this is what Moshe was hinting to the
meraglim: "anpmnm’—fortify yourselves against the yetzer of
“ga’avah” that instills in you the fear of losing authority and
control; "annpYr—Ilearn a vital lesson (“lekach”); "y=xm »an"—
from the fruit whose seeds cannot grow and produce within
the depths of the earth until they decay and achieve a state of
nothingness. You, too, must fortify yourselves by achieving
a state of virtual nothingness by totally relinquishing your
prominent status as princes. By doing so, you will achieve your
complete tikun in Olam HaZeh and rise higher and higher in the
service of Hashem.

We can now suggest the following. After the original
generation of the midbar all died—who were influenced by the
meraglim, failing to learn the lesson concerning the midah of
humility from the fruit of the land—Moshe announced to their
children who were about to enter the land: “It will be when

Wz

Shvilei Pinches

you enter the land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an
inheritance, and you take possession of it, and dwell in it.”
He was warning them that if they intend to enter the land and
to prosper and survive in it, and not to suffer the fate of their
fathers, who were not allowed to enter the land: n»wxan nnpbr”
"mrR:1 ™8 Yo—Dbe sure to learn this lesson (“lekach”) from the
first yields of the fruits of the land—in contrast to their fathers
who neglected to heed Moshe’s warning: »1an annph1 onprmnm”
»yaxn—fortify yourselves and take (learn a lesson) from the
fruit of the land.

This vital lesson is intimately related to the avodah of the
month of ¥"1%&, whose name is formed by the two spellings of
the word “lo”--8"7 and 1"%. As we have explained, it is incumbent
upon us to achieve a state of nothingness through the midah of
humility; we must acknowledge that due to our behavior, we
are the embodiment of "my n1mx x51"—we do not truly deserve
to be His people. Yet, with this acknowledgment, we are able
to renew ourselves through total teshuvah and reclaim the
status of "my umR 1. In this merit, we will finally deserve to
be redeemed from the trials and tribulations of galus; as we’ve
learned, galus is the void and nothingness that must precede
the flourishing growth of the future geulah—swiftly, in our

times! Amen.

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of SN9w* %53 391N

Family Madeb - nnwi "1%p%
their dear mother
Lea bat Virgini n"y

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot»
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

1" Bn1axR 112 01 pnx ' His Father nnwa n1YpY

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

his Parsha lists off the twelve Brachos and K’lalos

that were to be said on Har Gerizim and Har Eval.

What made these twelve Mitzvohs stand out from
among the many others?

The Akeida explains that this group consists of the severe
Aveiros. They are severe for one of two reasons. Either
because a single act is very severe, such as those Aveiros
which involve a death sentence. Others are severe
because they are so common that people are at risk of
them accumulating until they become very severe. Each
has one thing in common.They are foundational Mitzvohs.
Here is what | mean by that.

TheAkeida describes each one and | want to share what he
says about the first three of them. Making a Pesel, an idol,

is the first one. It represents the foundation of Emunah.
Do you really believe? Kibud Av V’eim is the second
one. It represents the foundation of human decency. Do
you appreciate your parents, others, Hashem? Lo Sasig,
encroaching on other people’s property, is the third one.
Do you feel accountable to others, realizing that your
actions must be considered in how they affect others?
It represents our responsibility towards communal
living. What they and the others have in common is that
transgressing them destroys the foundation of our being.

We should consider which areas we are weak in and
realize that not all Aveiros are equal. Some weaknesses
can be treated as long term projects but anything which is
foundational, whether we like it or not, should be placed
at the top of our self-growth list.

What Is Your Primary Goal?

wo people can be involved in the same process,

even interacting with each other, yet they are doing

two completely different things. | would like to
begin discussing this with an example from Halacha.

There are some Mitzvohs that people
can do on Chol Hamoed even though
they generally involve unpermitted work,
such as writing a Mezuzah when it is
needed. But they are only allowed to do
it if they don’t take money for it. That’s
because describing ‘“the why” a
person does something is more
accurate of a description of what
a person just did than describing
“what” he did. The “what” you did
only describes the process, not actually what you were
doing. If we do it for free, we are doing a Mitzvah. If we
charge, then we're going to work.

This comes to mind because, recently, | have heard of
several families with older parents, or parents that left

"Parents, as well As
others, aften just facus on
the Action and want the

reci;;vients to facus on A
laftv qoal which may not
be theirs.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

an inheritance, and the children were dividing up their
assets.As can be expected, sometimes there were happy
endings and other times there is no end in sight. What
decides how the division of the parents' assets plays out?

From the families | spoke to, it seems the
outcomes depend on what their primary
mission was. With some, it was to get
money. While that’s understandable,
having that single goal placed other
goals in jeopardy.There could be several
other goals, the most important is a
commitment to follow through the
entire process without fighting and/or
that siblings will stay friends even after
everything is wrapped up.

| am in the middle of working out some financial things
with my siblings and we have repeated multiple times to
each other that we're not going to fight. So far, we have,
quite pleasantly, held the peace.We hope it continues this
way.
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People can help their spouse with different goals in
mind, each one leading to a different outcome and to a
different attitude during and after completion. A person
can help a spouse with the intent of not having to hear
their spouse nag them. If that is their goal, they will do
the minimal work necessary to complete the task and
they will be resentful during the entire process, possibly
beyond.They are not helping their wives. What they are
doing is avoiding personal pain.

They can also help because they care about their spouse,
or any other person for that matter. If that’s their goal,
they will pay close attention to the small details so that
what they eventually present to their spouse will be an act
of love and not merely, for example, a clean kitchen.While
the specific action is one of cleaning, what they’re actually
doing is supporting a healthy relationship.Therefore, they
will do a great job and when they are finished, instead of
feeling resentment, they will feel closer to their spouse.
Although they cleaned the kitchen, they did an act of love.

The hidden challenge is that many people will verbalize
that their primary goal is to keep Shalom between siblings
or business partners. Then, after a certain point, they
decide that they have given up too much and that “it’s
past the point of hoping for peace”.What this means is
that Shalom to them has a price and they are not willing
to “pay” more than a certain amount for Sholom. Sholom,
in the end, wasn’t their primary goal, just a strong second
place one.

That's why two people can be involved in the same
process, interacting with each other, and they are doing
completely two different things.Am | really cleaning up the
living room or am | helping my wife feel calm? Am | really
cooking my husband his favorite supper or demonstrating
to my husband that his needs are important to me.These
are completely different tasks.

This becomes a sticky point with many people.While we
often begin with the goal of caring for others, it often
morphs into something different. Parents want children
to be appreciative because they give them room and
board, sometimes expressing this to children as young as
I5 years old (sometimes even younger!). Children don’t
see it as a sign of a relationship as much as,“This is what
people have to do, sometimes only so the neighbors will
think well of them”. Parents, as well as others, often just
focus on the action and want the recipients to
focus on a lofty goal which may not be theirs.

Of course, most parents do things for the right reasons
because they do love their children. But, if the goal

can’t be seen in the details then it isn’t really
their goal, only a close second. That is sensed by the
recipients.

Sometimes the challenge is deeper. It is common that
an action begins with a specific goal in mind and evolves
into an action without any goal. While the goal has
disappeared, many people without any goal believe that
they have retained their original goal when, at this point,
so little thought goes into the actions because of the
multiple diversions in their lives.

As we get closer to the Yomim Noraim, it's worthwhile
to use our relationships, both our strong points and weak
ones, as a springboard for thought for our relationship
with Hashem.There are many Mitzvohs that we first did
with the right goal in mind. There are many Mitzvohs we
haven’t. Then, just like with our relationships with others,
there are many Mitzvohs we began with the correct goals
but have lost sight of our original passion and even why
we do it at all.

Are we Davening or purging ourselves of guilt? Do we
give Tzedaka because of the same reason Hashem is kind
to others, out of a sheer passion to be kind? Or, are we
doing it because we want a tax deduction and this is the
morally preferred way to receive one?

The exercise of thinking this through, even in a single
action of ours will, have value as it will introduce us to
the concept of a right and wrong way to do something.
And, just as the difference between the right and wrong
way to deal with our relatives is the difference between
having a relationship with them or being strangers in the
dark helping each other out, the same is true with our
relationship with Hashem.

The difference is immense. Focusing on the wide gap,
during this time of year, is more important than ever.

TheVillage Leadership Expedition (V.L.E.),
Areivim’s newest program, is a therapeutic
wilderness program that services teenage
boys and young adults in a safe, structured,
positive and supportive environment.The
Village accommodates teenagers whose
behavior is deemed “out of control” by
parents and community leaders. If you or
someone you know could benefit from this
program, please call 845-371-2760.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Ki Savo - Choose Life
By David Gurwitz

I thought that I would start with this somewhat bold, but quite timely, gematria. It hit me several
years ago during this week’s parsha of Ki Savo, which contains some extremely difficult language
from Moshe Rebbeinu - and 98 curses.

As we approach the time for being written into the sefer hachaim, it is quite instructive to keep
in mind that the word lechaim is begematria 98. We should be zocheh that our inclusion should
be lechaim, not lemovess, lo aleinu, to be keneged the 98 curses in this week’s parsha.

It is hard enough to discern and act upon the gravity of the Yomim Noraim, in addition to hearing
and thinking about these words in the Torah. Therefore, Chazal arranged the reading of the
Torah during the year so that the two parshiyos containing curses are not read immediately
before both Shavuos and Rosh Hashanah. They gave us time to recover and prepare.

I have had many books open now during Elul, and I appreciate that I have had the bracha to be
able to buy them and prepare them and make the time to read them. That is visually-based
learning. Since I also learn a lot from CDS and, yes, cassettes, which are part of aural learning,
I include those in the modern day list of “books.” This is a moshol for Elul and Tishrei, when the
books of our lives are opened up. We need to make time to open seforim and listen to shiurim,
those of Rav Ephraim Wachsman's teshuvah drashos in particular. Please contact me for
information on how to access them.

I stress the word make for a reason at this time of year. Why? Unlike the other korbanos in the
Torah, which use the lashon "ukeravtem,” the Torah describes the korbanos of Rosh Hashanah
by using the word “venaaseichem - you should make them.” It is a time to remake ourselves.
How do we recreate ourselves?

It is one of the great benefits of the goal of writing that I seek out these visual and aural teachers.
I highly recommend what so many life coaches, such as Avi Shulman, tell us: We should all try
and write our thoughts, even in a few sentences. The effort requires thought, reflection,
discipline, first drafts, mistakes and edits. It requires time. These steps sound like the process
for doing teshuvah. However, the result is an ordered thought process, and hopefully an ordered
plan for executing the plans successfully. There is a famous moshol about inspiration and
perspiration and their respective percentages that I probably don’t need to articulate to this
audience.

Perhaps this gives a different meaning to being called the “People of the Book.” Chazal tell us in
Pirkei Avos that all is written in a book, so what we do all year affects the placement in the books
opened before and during the Yomim Noraim. Chazal tell us that we can write ourselves into
these books of life. Like everything else in life, preparation and practice lend to greater facility.
Elul provides the ideal time to take on things - an additional learning seder, mussar seder,
davening with kavanah, etc., to practice greater ruchniyus. Doing so gives us a whole new life.
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“The king is in the field” during Elul, so His leaving His prior place of abode is also an example
that we need to leave our prior places of abode in a spiritual sense.

What is life? Life is defined in English as the property or quality that distinguishes living
organisms from dead organisms and inanimate matter. One definition is that “life manifests in
functions such as metabolism, growth, reproduction, and response to stimuli or adaptation to
the environment originating from within the organism.”

Life is defined in Lashon Hakodesh as chaim, a plural word, meaning lives - this world and the
next world, and the many levels or madreigos within both.

Elul is a madreigah path to Tishrei. Elul is like yom hashisi, day six, Erev Shabbos, since it is the
sixth month from Nissan to Tishrei. Therefore, just like there is no Shabbos without preparation,
there is no growth in Tishrei without Elul.

In fact, given this background, it occurred to me that there is an amazing connection between
Elul and Tishrei to reinforce this point that the work for Elul is the work of Tishrei. What is that
connection?

Adam Harishon was formed on the first of Tishrei, which we call Rosh Hashanah. However, he
was also formed on yom hashisi, day six, Erev Shabbos, which we now know shares a related
aspect of Elul. Therefore, the work of E/ul directly relates to the work of Tishrei and Rosh
Hashanah.

The Tehillim related to Parshas Ki Savo, which, according to the Reidelheim Siddur, is kappitel
51, lamnatzeiach mizmor leDovid, is directly on point here. It addresses the maaseh of Dovid
and Batsheva. Chazal tell us that Dovid was a gilgul of Adam Harishon. It might come as a
surprise to learn that our sages also tell us that Batsheva was a gilgul of Chava. The Gemara in
Maseches Brachos (31) discusses Chana, and Rav Simcha Bunim Berger told me that Chazal also
say that Chana was able to throw off the yoke of the nochosh, which blemished Chava on Rosh
Hashanah.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ adds some wonderful words in his explanation of the pesukim
of kappitel 51 to describe teshuvah. Posuk 12 states the famous words, “lev tahor bera li Elokim
veruach nachon chadeish bekirbi - create for me a clean heart, Hashem, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.” Rav Hirsch explains as follows: "the feature which distinguishes man from all
other creatures is not so much his intellect as his option of free choice between right and wrong.
The wondrous power of divine favor that can be attained by teshuvah creates a new, clean, and
pure heart for him who, repenting of his past sin, wishes to return to Hashem. Thus, the spirit
that has strayed has regained the ability to recognize all that is good and true.”

It is fascinating that just as lechaim offsets the 98 curses, the words "“veruach nachon chadeish
- and renew a steadfast spirit” offset the spiritual enemy now inside us. We see this hinted by
the last letters of veruach (Ches) nachon (Nun) chadeish (Shin), which, when combined, spell
the word nochosh. As Rav Yisroel Simcha Schorr, rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Ohr Somayach says
repeatedly in his wonderful shiurim, there is a lot going on here.

I would like to conclude with a look ahead - optimistically - to the time after we grow from Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and we celebrate our victory and placement in the sefer hachaim
while living in the sukkah, which teaches us the temporary nature of this world versus the
permanence of the World to Come. We see this hinted at as well by realizing that the word
meaning “in the sukkah” is basukkah, which, with its five letters, has a gematria of 98 - lechaim!

RAMAPOST AInannl
| ) NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! BalabllY) 12 YND'N 5N DA NdOYN . .

MMMMMMMMM | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



B335

Parashas Ki Savo

9"wn

X12n % DwAd

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

2907 Y02 nmewn
You shall be glad with all the goodness. (26:11)

Parashas Ki Savo begins with the mitzvah of Bikurim, the
first fruits, in which the Jewish farmer is enjoined to bring his first
fruits to Yerushalayim as a sign of his gratitude to Hashem. He makes
a declaration of gratitude, whereby he details Hashem’s loving
intervention throughout history, thus demonstrating the realisation
that everything that he has is only as a result of Hashem’s
beneficence. Hakoras hatov, expressing one’s gratitude, is a
requisite for an individual to be considered a decent human being.
One who is an ingrate to others will eventually act likewise to
Hashem. We are accustomed to viewing the ingrate as arrogant,
considering himself better than those who reach out to benefit him.
Expressing gratitude for favours received is below his dignity.
Another negative perspective of the ingrate is his insatiable hunger,
his implacable desire which is hardly ever appeased. Thus, whatever
someone does for him is insufficient, because he wants more. He
never has enough, so why should he be grateful? He is a self-centred
person, who sees everything in life as being all about himself/me. He
does not care about anyone other than himself. Gratitude is the
farthest thing from his mind, because everyone owes him. These
characterisations of the ingrate have one common denomination:
the ingrate has feelings; he is not emotionless. If someone were to
act unkindly to him, he would take revenge. He would not tolerate a
disservice, maltreatment, or disparagement.

Another aspect of ingratitude is that the reaction of an
ingrate goes beyond the pale of “normative” ingratitude: the Amalek
syndrome. In the end of Parashas Ki Seitzei (Devarim 25:17), the
Torah exhorts us to remember the evil attack of Amalek against us
during our nascency as a nation. Shortly after our liberation from
Egypt, Amalek attacked us for absolutely no reason other than his
venomous hatred against G-d’s representatives in this world. Our
only offense was our religion. As the designated chosen people, we
became Amalek’s sworn enemies.

The Midrash Tanchuma (Ki Seitzei 6) offers a rare
perspective on the aberrant behaviour of this loathsome nation,
and, by extension, all those who have descended from the original
miscreants, or, who act in a manner similar to them. The Midrash
cites Sefer Tehillim 32:9, Al tiheyu k’sus k’fered ein havin, “Be not like
a horse, like a mule, uncomprehending.” Hashem said to Klal Yisrael,
“Do not be like the horse that lacks comprehension. If a man (his
master) goes to bring it food, to place upon it ornaments, it swallows
the food, bends its neck and kicks outward. Likewise acts the mule.
(These two animals are clueless concerning the generosity of their
benefactor. To them, the aid and services they receive mean
nothing. ) You (Klal Yisrael), do not be like them (horse/mule, or in
their characterisation of Amalek). You should pay attention and be
vigilant in appreciating the favour that you receive and express
gratitude for it.” The Midrash continues that we should neither
despise the Edomi, because he is our brother; nor the Egyptian,
because we were “guests” (ill-treated, but still guests) in their land.

Horav Henach Leibowitz, zl, derives from this Tanchuma a
novel perspective concerning the kafui tov, ingrate. It is possible that
this person not only eschews expressing gratitude, but also neither
reacts to evil, nor exacts retribution against someone who has hurt

him. While the latter may be to his credit, the reason for this
attitude is not. This person responds neither to the good nor the bad
because he is apathetic, impervious to expressing emotion,
regardless whether it concerns good or bad. He simply does not
care; he is indifferent to what happens around him, totally
disengaged from reality.

It is possible for a person not to acknowledge the most
basic and most simple occurrences for what they are. The Rosh
Yeshivah posits that the Torah exhorts us to remember what Amalek
did to us — not because the Torah is suggesting that Amalek did not
seek to do us harm. We have no question that his intentions were
evil and that he was bent on destroying us. So, what is the problem?
Why do we require a reminder to inculcate our psyche that Amalek’s
name must be blotted out? People who do not think do not
comprehend. They can go through life ignoring all the signs that
point to someone and scream, “He is evil! He wants to destroy you!”
If a person refuses or is unable (for various reasons) to think
cogently, he will ignore the clear and the obvious, and might even
embrace Amalek! We have seen more than one instance in which
well-meaning (but nonsensical and naive) people have embraced the
most reprehensible individuals — people who sought to do us harm.
Why? They did not think. The Tanchuma teaches us that one who
does not think is like a horse or a mule: clueless, insensitive and dim-
witted.
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And you shall be glad with all the goodness that Hashem, your G-d,
has given you and your household — you and the Levi and the ger
who is in your midst. (26:11)

A farmer toils, labours in the field, at times under gruelling
conditions. Baruch Hashem, he is successful and his field produces a
bumper crop. Obviously, at this point, the farmer will be
overwhelmed with joy. Why does the Torah enjoin him to rejoice?
One would expect this to be a given. Horav Mordechai Gifter, zl,
observes that human nature is such that man is never happy with
what he has. Mi she’yeish lo manah rotzeh masaim, “One who has
one hundred — wants two hundred.” He is never satisfied. Whatever
success he has achieved he always feels that he could have done
better; he could have made/acquired/succeeded more. While this
might be a good thing with regard to Torah-study and erudition,
concerning materialism, it can drive a person to a voracious desire to
amass more and more, thus transforming him into an unhappy
person. Rather than sit back and rejoice over what he has achieved,
he is miserable concerning what he does not have. His problem
arises from the misguided notion that whatever he has
accomplished in life is the result of his own doing. One who lives life
knowing that everything he has and all that he has achieved is only
due to Hashem, understands that he will not receive that which
Hashem does not deem to be appropriate for him (at that time). By
enjoining us to rejoice, the Torah is intimating to us: Be satisfied with
what Hashem has given you. Do not permit your desire for more —
your “wants” — to supplant your “needs”, impeding your ability to
rejoice with what Hashem has given to you.
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The Torah exhorts us to rejoice by sharing our goodness
with others — our family — and with those less fortunate than we are.
True simchah, posits the Rosh Yeshivah, is attained only when one
shares his simchah with the destitute and the dejected. If we wish
our simchah to reach its apex, its fullest potential, then we should
see to it that we share our simchah with those in need.

Perhaps | might suggest another form of sharing, one that
surprisingly (mostly due to petty reasons) some of us have great
difficulty in accepting: sharing other people’s joy or — as
psychologists refer to it — manifesting positive empathy. This concept
applies not only to parents sharing their child’s success, but also
rejoicing for, and with, the child. (It is not only about the parent’s
nachas and boasting rights). This concept also includes sharing a
student’s success, or a spouse’s achievement, but, most of all, the
success and happiness of other people — friend or acquaintance. The
idea that one can be happy for others means that one cares about
others, that life is not only about oneself. True satisfaction is derived
when one shares other people’s joy, because then he shows that
other people are also significant; their joy is my joy. When one
acknowledges this, he realises that unless he shares another
person’s joy, he is limiting his own sense of satisfaction. Thus, true
satisfaction is achieved when one shows positive empathy and
shares in another person’s joy.
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Even any illness and any blow that is not written in this Book of the
Torah, Hashem will bring upon you. (28:61)

Chazal say that the choli and the makah, iliness and blow,
are references to the tragic passing of tzaddikim, righteous persons.
(Veritably, this Midrash, which is quoted by a number of
commentators, has yet to be found.) The Yaaros Devash quotes it
(Chelek 1, Drush 4). Horav Yeshayah Pik, zl, writes that he had
searched for this Midrash and was unsuccessful in locating its
source. Indeed, he observed anecdotally that this is the meaning of
a blow that is not written in the Torah. He is unable to locate this
Midrash. Apparently, in Shut Tiferes Tzvi Yoreh Deah 38, the author
cites the Zohar HaKadosh (Chelek bais daf 10b). Horav B. Ransburg
explains that every one of the Chamishah Chumshei Torah, Five
Books of the Torah, mentions the deaths of tzaddikim: Bereishis, the
Avos and Imahos, Patriarchs and Matriarchs; Shemos commences
with the passing of Yosef and the Tribes; Vayikra relates the tragic
death of Nadav and Avihu; Bamidbar details the passing of Aharon
HaKohen and Miriam HaNeviah; Sefer Devarim does not mention
the death of any tzaddik. (Although Moshe Rabbeinu’s death is
mentioned after Parashas Ki Savo, when he admonished the nation
with the rebuke, he was obviously still alive.)

Furthermore, the deaths and burials of every one of the
preceding tzaddikim were noted in the Torah. No one witnessed
either Moshe’s death or his burial. The atonement of a tzaddik’s
passing is derived through the medium of contemplation,
ruminating over his life and achievements. This is best achieved
when one can stand at the tzaddik’s grave, and, with a relaxed mind,
deliberate about his life. This is impossible with regard to Moshe
Rabbeinu’s life. Thus, Sefer Devarim is the place in which the blow of
missas tzaddikim is not explicit. To recap: Veritably, all Five Books
mention a tzaddik’s passing. However, Devarim mentions it later —
after Moshe’s Admonition. Thus, it really does not count.)

When the Satmar Rav, zl, visited Yerushalayim in 1932, he
davened in one of the shuls. When the shliach tzibbur, chazzan, who
was reading the service concluded chazoras ha’shatz, the repetition
of Shemoneh Esrai, the gabbai, sexton, banged on the lectern. The
Rav inquired for the reason behind this makah, banging. The gabbai
explained that the shul’s custom is not to recite Tachanun,
supplication-confessional service, and instead recite Kaddish if that
day coincides with the yahrzeit, anniversary of the passing, of a

tzaddik. Thus, since that day they were commemorating the loss of a
tzaddik, he banged as a form of announcement. The Rav mused that
now he understood the meaning of the pasuk, “and a blow which is
not written in the Torah,” a reason Tachanun is not recited when a
bris is being celebrated or if a newly-married chassan, during the
first week following the wedding, attends the service. Such a makah,
“blow/banging,” is written in the Torah/Shulchan Aruch., The
commemoration of a tzaddik’s passing, however, is one that is not
recorded in Shulchan Aruch. Therefore, Tachanun should be recited
(unless a Meseches of Talmud is concluded and a siyum, ceremony,
is celebrated).

In Chut Ha’meshulash by Horav Shlomo Sofer, zl, Rav of
Beregszasz, Czechoslaovakia, the author distinguishes between choli,
iliness, and makah, blow. A makah is obvious, noticeable to the
naked eye. One bangs himself in such a way that results in a wound
that can hardly be concealed. Choli, illness, is different. It can be
covered up, camouflaged, thus kept secret. One does not become
immediately aware of an illness. It might take weeks and even
months before the effects of the illness are noticed and revealed.

A similar phenomenon occurs with the passing of a tzaddik.
When a tzaddik takes leave of his mortal surroundings, his passing
leaves an immediate void, a vacuum that is painful. The tzaddik
illuminates a community; he is their inspiration, their lodestar, their
source of hope. With his passing, the makah, blow, is felt
throughout. When time passes and life goes on, however, we
become further aware and understand the depth of the loss of the
tzaddik. When life continues and people begin to move on, we
recognise and finally acknowledge the irreplaceable loss that we
sustained. This is choli — illness, revealed, laid bare for all to see and
truly sense the loss.

The p’shat, explanation, of makah and choli appropriately
apply to the passing of a tzaddik. It is only after some time has
elapsed that we truly begin to grasp the irreparable loss, the
immeasurable toll of losing such a tzaddik. If this is the case, why
does choli, illness, precede makah, blow? The blow is immediate,
while the illness is only felt later on. The sequence in the pasuk
should have been reversed. After ruminating over this question, |
came to the realisation that, indeed, the sequence is as it should be.
The pasuk (I suggest) is addressing long-range effect. While long-
term loss of the tzaddik might be mollified somewhat when a
successor ascends to fill the void, no one can actually replace and
serve as a substitute for the tzaddik who inspired so many. The
natural course of life is that no one lives forever, and we hope that
when we are summoned “home,” our life has served as a blessing
for others. Generations pass, and tzaddikim move on to a better
world, take their rightful place in Olam Habba, the World-to-Come.
What we never get over is the shock of the blow, the suddenness of
the loss, the overwhelming grief that we are unable to shake. The
blow lives with us. It is something that we can never forget. Thus,
choli precedes makah.

VYR SN2 aNINWN
You will be left few in number. (28:62)

The Klausenberger Rebbe, zI, made his home first in New
York following the tragedies that he endured in the European
Holocaust. Not to sit idle, he understood that his purpose in life at
that time was to give comfort to the survivors and build for the
future. He set himself to establish institutions of Torah and chesed.
Institutions are not built on dreams. He knew that soliciting funds
was a vital part of his mission. To this end, he was prepared to travel
to other American cities in search of supporters to help him realise
his dreams.

During one of his fund-raising trips, he was traveling by
train, sitting in the corner of the carriage, reciting Tehillim. The train
stopped at a station to allow travellers to disembark and others to
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alight the train. A middle-aged gentleman, clearly unobservant,
entered the car in which the Rebbe was traveling and sat down
across from the Rebbe. He noticed the Rebbe reciting Tehillim and
could not refrain himself from speaking out.

“You are still wasting your time reciting Tehillim? | came
from a city of righteous men like you. Despite having been raised in
an observant home, | was spiritually quite distant from them. Yet,
they all perished and | survived! All of the observant, G-d-fearing,
good Jews died, while | lived. Can you explain that? That is when |
decided that this was not for me.”

The Rebbe listened to the man and suddenly broke out in
bitter weeping. The man was visibly upset, “Why are you weeping?”
The Rebbe looked at the man and amidst his copious tears, said, “I,
too, was the last of my family and my community. We had the finest
and the greatest individuals whose entire lives revolved around
serving the Almighty; yet, they all were murdered and | survived.
Should | not weep?”

When this newly-assimilated Jew took note of the Rebbe’s
reaction, his extraordinary humility, he, too, began to weep, to the
point that he buried his head in the Rebbe’s loving embrace — as
both continued to mourn the many who were no longer able to
weep. This experience altered what had become the man’s
downward spiral and brought him back to his pre-World War Il level
of observance.

The man was inspired by the Rebbe’s humility. | think the
Rebbe was intimating another message to this man. So many
righteous Jews perished, and only a handful survived. Does this
mean that the survivors were more worthy? Absolutely not! Hashem
has His reasons. One thing is for certain: if Hashem allowed one to
live when so many had died, then He obviously expects something
of the survivors. “We have a mission!” the Rebbe was telling the
man. “Otherwise, why should we live, when so many others — more
worthy than we; died? He expects us to carry on, to rebuild, to
inspire, not to weep and mourn. He certainly does not expect us to
renege our Yiddishkeit!”

After the tragic passing of Nadav and Avihu, Aharon
HaKohen’s two older sons, Moshe Rabbeinu informed Aharon, Elazar
and Isamar, Aharon’s two other sons, that they were to eat the
Korban Minchah. Although an onen, mourner prior to the burial of
the deceased, was not permitted to partake of Kodoshim, sacrificial
offerings, Hashem had said that this day was to be different. The
wording of the pasuk is ambiguous: “Moshe spoke to Aharon and to
Elazar and Isamar, banav ha’nosarim, his remaining sons” (Vayikra
10:12). What is the meaning of “his remaining sons”? Is it not
obvious that if Aharon had four sons, of which two died, the other
two were “his remaining sons”? Is there a purpose in underscoring
their sequential position, as nosarim, remaining?

| believe it is Horav Matisyahu Solomon, Shlita, who
explains this as Moshe’s way of saying: “You are the survivors.
Therefore, your responsibility is greater. Your mission is no longer
about ‘you’; it is also about ‘them’ — your brothers — who were
unable to complete their mission.” Survivors have a dual mandate —
their own and that of those who did not survive. Klal Yisrael is a
nation of survivors. B’chol dor va’dor omdin aleinu I’chaloseinu, “In
every generation there arise those who would annihilate us.” Some
survive — others do not. The survivors must remember that they
must carry two sets of responsibilities. This is critical, because if you
do not care about your personal responsibility to the klal,
community, at least care about those who did not make it.

| think this might be homiletically expressed via the words
Va’yaamod bein ha’meisim u’bein ha’chaim, “And he (Aharon
HaKohen) stood between the dead and the living” (Bamidbar 17:13).
Following the plague that killed some of Korach’s supporters, while
the rest became ill, it was Aharon whose incense prevented those
who were ill, but still alive, from allowing the illness to take its
course and kill them. He stood between those who were gone and

those who were ill — but not gone. Perhaps we might say that
Aharon was teaching us that even when we stand with the living, we
may not forget about those who did not survive. They paid the
ultimate price; they made the ultimate sacrifice.

When one is absorbed with his own good fortune, his
health, he often loses sight of those who did not fare as well, who
did not come home. | write this Erev Shavuos, two and a half months
into the insidious plague that has wrought havoc on so many lives.
The tragic stories that we all carry with us are numerous. The images
of individuals who have suffered, families torn apart, are still before
our eyes. Some worry about the inconveniences they have endured,
their physical, emotional, economical and spiritual difficulties.
Nonetheless, they are still talking. They are alive to complain and
reminisce. There are sadly many who no longer have this
opportunity. Children complain about inconvenience. Other children
are too sad to complain, because they no longer have anyone to
whom they can complain. This is my take on standing bein ha’meisim
u’bein ha’chaim. Never lose sight of those who have less, who are
less fortunate, who did not make it.

The following story is a classic. | made an attempt to locate
its source, but was not successful. | will have to relate it from
memory. A young couple were blessed with a son and, on the eve of
his bris, they disagreed concerning the name they wanted to give
their son. The husband wanted to name his son after his grandfather
who had been a distinguished Torah scholar. His wife refused — not
because she had issues with the grandfather -- but because she was
uncomfortable giving her son that name. They were a G-d-fearing
couple, so they decided to seek the sage advice from a gadol, Torah
giant — (I believe it was Horav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zl).

They presented their case. The Rav listened, then asked the
mother to divulge what it was about the name that made her
uncomfortable. She replied that in the apartment building in which
they presently lived, there was a woman who had lost a son by the
very same name. She understood that his name did not cause the
other child to leave this world prematurely. The mother explained
that she did not want her son to have this name because she was
certain that one day her little boy would run around, and she would
have to call him loudly through the building. She feared that the
other mother would hear the name of her lost child being called
throughout the complex, and it would renew her pain and sadness.
She did not want to give her son a name that might cause pain to an
already afflicted mother. The Rav agreed. Va’yaamod bein ha’meisim
u’bein ha’chaim.

Va’ani Tefillah

PTOR 2N N5 90 anam
V’Ha’Meracheim ki lo samu Chasadecha.
The Merciful One. Because Your kindness is never exhausted.

Certainly, if we were to ask ten people for their definition
of mercy, we would receive ten varied responses. Mercy is a relative
term (or so we think), thus, each person selects a definition to which
he can best relate. This tefillah teaches us otherwise. Hashem is
called the Merciful One — because His kindness is never exhausted.
There is no end to the Almighty’s benevolence. It is not contingent
on worthiness. Whether we deserve His kindness or not, we can
count on Him to respond to us affirmatively, because His kindness
never ends. This is the meaning of mercy: no strings attached. As
Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, observes, imagine asking someone to lend
us money a number of times: five, ten, fifteen times; at some point,
the answer will be, “Enough! How many times can you come back to
me for money? | have lent you money numerous times. Find
someone else!” With Hashem, there is no end. We can — and we do
— come back, constantly pleading for favours, begging for mercy, and
we can look forward to a positive response. Time and again, every
day of our lives, throughout the many challenges that we confront,
we can always turn to Him and He will say, “Yes.” This is the meaning
of mercy.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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“And it will be when you enter the Land
that Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an
inheritance, and you possess it and dwell
in it.” This is the opening Posuk of this
Parshah, and the previous Parsha ends
with the Mitzvah of Mechiyas Amalek.
The Posuk begins, “n'nl” — with a “r”
which connects this Parshah with the

previous one. What 1is connection
between  Mechiyas  Amalek and
Bikkurim?

Why is there a “'n” at the end of
the word, “nnw1u?” It should not be
needed being that there is a Komatz
under the 'n. The letter 'n is written to be
Meramez to something else. The reason
that Klal Yisroel are Zoche to the Land of
Eretz Yisroel is because of the Torah
Hakdosha. As it says in Tehillim
105:44,45 “Nnwr 122 .0 NIXIX DY N
1rpin” — “And He gave them the lands of
the nations...So that they will safeguard
His statutes.” However, the Zechus
comes from safeguarding the complete
Torah, all five parts. The five parts are:
X277 XN ,nawnn N 11T nwvn. That
is why Hakodosh Boruch Hu separated
the Torah into five Seforim, as a Remez
that there are five parts of the Torah
which Klal Yisroel must heed. If one
heeds them properly, this will bring great
Kedusha to the five parts of a person’s
Neshama: nTn' ,n'n ,nnwa ,nN ,uo —
which correspond to the five parts of
Torah. “p7x 'T 2wK yarn 78 Xan D 0l
n7m 37 nn” — One must be careful in
heeding the Torah, which is comprised of
five Seforim, K'neged the five parts of
Torah, xnwn ,nawnn ,nid AT ,NYYN
X277. The present of the Land of Eretz
Yisroel was given conditionally upon
being Mekayeim the Torah. “nnew” —
“n — nw” through heeding the “n” —
“five” parts of the Torah, you will be
Zoche to the Land and, “na nawv” — “n-2”
— you will be Zoche to have the five
corresponding to the five parts of Torah —
the complete Nefesh: ,n'n ,nnwa ,nNn ,uo
nTn.(n qor Tiy)

The Alshich Hakodosh says that
the Mitzvah of Bikkurim alludes to the

Midah of Hachna’ah, of one being
exceedingly humble and being

All 5 Parts

subservient.

Just as a servant is
obligated to give his master the first
fruits of the field, so too one must give
them to the true Master of the world. The
Avos were the paradigm of the Midah of
Hachna’ah, as we know Avrohom Avinu
said, “99Kx1 19y DIXI” — I am but dust and
ashes, and Moshe and Aharon said, “ nna
nn” — what are we — we are nothing. The
Ba’al Haturim says that the word, “xian”
can be rearranged to spell “niax” — which
is for us to learn that we must always act
like them, with great Hachna’ah. We can
also explain that from the Mitzvah of
Bikkurim, we are to learn how to squelch
our Yetzer, as it says in the Rambam.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded us to
take from the first fruits of the ground,
for one has a great desire for those fruits,
and it is those fruits which one must not
take for himself, but rather give it to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. We see this Midah
by the Avos, of completely subjugating
their own personal desires for the desire
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Avrohom
superseded his great
Rachamim, and was prepared to
slaughter his son for Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. Yitzchak went against the grain of
any human being, and stretched out his

desire  for

neck in anticipation of being slaughtered
for Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Yaakov
learned Torah day and night, for that is
what brings one to be Machnia himself in
front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This
causes his own desires to be pushed away
for the desire of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. As
it says in Sukkah 52b — If you meet that
disgusting one (the Yetzer Hara) drag
him to the Bais Hamedrash and you will
conquer him. The purpose of Bikkurim is
to be Mesaken the Machshavah,
thoughts, of a person. Machshavah is
called, “niax” and Ma’aseh, action, is
called, “01a.” The previous Parsha spoke
about eradicating Amalek, that is
Ma’aseh, action. By performing the
action which brings Kedusha, destroying
Amalek, it then brings the Kedusha of
Machshavah, which one can accomplish
by Dbringing Bikkurim. Bringing
Bikkurim helps one create Kedusha with
his Machshavah, which is referred to as,
“niar.” (Axan Mo x)

How does one perform the
Mitzvah of Bikkurim? He goes into his
field and when he sees a fig that is ripe,

DNIN DWW N NK? NN 10T7?

he puts a ma around it, so that he knows
that it was the first to ripen, and that is
what is brought as Bikkurim. A person
has a natural tendency to have a strong
desire for that first fruit that ripens. He
worked hard on his field and now he is
finally seeing the “fruits” of his labor.
The first is always more special to a
person, which is exactly why the first is
what he must dedicate to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. He must break that physical
desire, and realize that it is Gashmiyos,
and not the purpose of his being in this
world. The “ma” is a cord of some sort,
which comes from the ground. One ties a
Gemi around the fruit to remind him of
the day of death, that he will be placed in
the ground and be covered with Gemi and
grass. The first fruit should not be so
important for him, rather he should
dedicate it to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as
well as dedicate his life to one of
Ruchniyos, and not one of following after
his physical desires. ("7~ nyi1)

Amalek exhibited the Midah of
arrogance. They had no fear and came to
attack Klal Yisroel. We must eradicate
that Midah, for in order to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly, we must
do so with great Hachna’ah and humility.
Our end is in the ground, so we should
not waste our time on the foolishness of
this world. We cannot take anything of
Gashmiyos once we leave this world, it is
only the Torah and our Mitzvos which we
will have with us. It is in the Zechus of
the Torah Hakdosha that we are Zoche to
the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel. We need
to connect ourselves to the Torah
Hakdosha. How does one connect himself
to the Torah Hakdosha? We must do so
with great humility, and by conquering
our Yetzer Hara. We must not let the
Yetzer Hara convince us that Gashmiyos
is more important — for we know that
Ruchniyos is what really matters. As we
prepare for the Yemei Hadin, we must
strengthen ourselves in our humility and
in our Limud Hatorah. The more we toil
in Torah, the more we will be connected
to Hashem Yisborach, the more we will
be humble and serve Him properly. In the
Zechus of our Limud Hatorah, may we
Zoche to a Ksiva V'chasima Tovah, and be
Zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais
Hamikdash, jax 11'n2a ninna.

For guestions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”. or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com Thank vou, Y. Schechter
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DON'T GIVE ATTITUDE TO HASHEM - GIVE HIM ALTITUDE

In the middle of the Admonishment that Hashem presents to Am Yisrael if they do not fulfill His Mitzvos, there is a passuk
that says 72 2NN nnnwa 'n MK NTAY X7 YUK NNN the tragedies befell Yisrael because they had shortcomings in their
service of Hashem, the lack of simcha and joy. Can it be just because of not attaining such a level in mitzvah performance
of simcha such horrendous tragedies were brought upon Yisrael? One can understand that if he possesses joy in doing
mitzvos, he then acquires a higher level in the essence of the mitzvah, himself, and the receiving reward. But to say that
the lack of simcha while doing the mitzvah will bring upon oneself the unthinkable suffering, is very difficult to digest.

However, there is another way to interpret the passuk by only putting a comma in another place. Nk NTAY X7 TWUX NNN
nNnwa ,'n Because when you did not serve Hashem you were still nevertheless happy! This lack of not being happy while
serving Hashem is more than a shortcoming of an added maalah and plus to the mitzvah. It is rather a demonstration of
one's attitude and relationship with Hashem. Many times we want to do a mitzvah and it didn't work out, either we missed
the ride to the minyan or | didn't have tzedakah money in my pocket to give to a poor person. At that very moment it is
possible that our reaction is to rejoice and think, | now don't have to hear the reading of the Torah or the repetition of the
Shemoneh Esrai so | will have more time for breakfast or more money to spend. Such a reaction is condemning for it states
that mitzvos are a forced yoke upon me. If | can get out of it | will.

If one thinks about the above and says to himself | cannot even imagine how someone would be happy to miss a minyan,
then think again. How about missing DINY XInl on Mon and Thursday or Tachanun every day. Why is it that when the
Baal Tefillah finishes Shemoneh Esrai people don't sit down right away to say Tachanun but sort of procrastinate and look
around to see what everyone else is doing. Why? What is the problem or doubt concerning Tachanun and Vehu Rachum?
Maybe it is because everyone is hoping to see if someone will give a klap and scream out the command to the Baal Tefillah
Kaddish, which is the official announcement that there is a chassan or mohel in the olam and that is the reason why is
should be omitted. But why would you even think that such a situation is present if you are a member of the Kehillah and
it wasn't announced in the shul newsletter or before Anim Zemiros by the president. The answer is maybe because maybe
in your heart you are a hopeful that out of the blue a miracle could happen and it was bashert that you won the lottery
with a chassan popping up from nowhere and you were pardoned from the recital. And when the gabbai gives the Klap
and instructions to say immediately the Kaddish do you feel happy or sad? Happy because you saved two minutes by not
saying the Tachanun and 3/12 minutes for the Vehu Rachum including the time of the Tachanun.

But really think about what you want to skip. n'nw* X721 [1Iv 192' DiN Kinl Please Hashem have mercy and compassion on
us please forgive us for our sins and don't bring upon us destruction. Can we afford to miss such a request in our present
time? Are the goyim on strike from Anti Semitism that there is no need to seek Hashem's protection over His flock. Are
we so audacious to tell Hashem I, the one sheep, can protect myself from the seventy wolves that lie in wait to devour me
every day. If we cannot do it on our own then what is this feeling of rejoicing in your heart that you are free from requesting
from Hashem rachamim to save you and your family from your enemies lying in ambush?
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And to top it off the passuk says 7> 27n. That Hashem says | see you are happy to leave out mitzvohs here and there. Yet
| bestow upon you everything, life, breathing, food, health intelligence, parnassah, children etc. What if Hashem mirrors
your behavior 17¥ 'n, and skips here and there for only a few minutes your breathing ability and maybe for a month or
two some parnassah etc. Everyone knows how unhappy you would become if Hashem aligned His intervention with your
actions.

Getting the thrill and high, as we become legally free from the opportunity to show our love and dedication to Hashem,
you are demonstrating your distorted attitude and non gratuity to Hashem. You think you save by missing it but you should
know that by reacting so, your mistaken save and gain transforms you into a vase which is an empty vessel. Being
overjoyed caused by the opportunity to skip shows that there is a certain percentage inside of you that regrets that you
had to take the time to fulfill the mitzvah and it would have been better to avoid it if possible. Chazal call that 7y nnin
NNIYXRIN. It could chas veshalom empty out even the mitzvos that you fulfilled which your happiness of the present
indicates that in your heart there also lies past regret. Don't express attitude to Hashem but rather altitude always looking
to forge a higher real relationship with Hashem and not a lesser connection with your only true benefactor. Through
striving to reach a higher altitude, a Yid will begin to realize that altitude is his natural aptitude because he is blessed with
a neshama whose origins are deeply rooted in Hashem.

Now we can suggest another homiletic interpretation allude to in the passuk. X7 TWX NnnN the word WX means
happiness INa "awIr MWK, You are deserving of the suffering because X7 YWX there was no happiness 'n NX NTay while
serving Hashem. Mitzvos were unexcitable to you and it felt like a burden driving you to quickly finish and get on with
"your life". However, on the other hand 75 2n nnnwa, when it came to 73 2N from the majority of events of everything
else "the good life", there you were nnnw2 rejoicing and having a pleasurable experience. It is this contrast and polarized
reactions between the physical and spiritual worlds that irks Hashem and the Torah. Am Yisrael are married to Hashem
and the Torah. When your spouse sees you flirting excitingly with another woman she becomes jealous and feels that you
are disloyal to her and she has now become an undesirable. Maybe if you get to know Hashem and the Torah better and
in a deeper way, you will find how precious and loving they are, how concerned they feel towards your welfare both
spiritual and physical, you will consequently uncover the most highest and incomparable love and joy that you have when
being in their presence and embracing them.
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The Nazis may have taken you from this

world, but they can never take away the

world you earned through your Torah,
Mitzvos, and doros you left behind.

Perel Rena Millman ry
Yahrtzeit 19 Elul
Happy Birthday in Shomayim. We miss you
but know that Hashem has a plan for all of
us in which we don’t focus on leaving this
world, but on leaving it a better place.
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CORRECTION: Last week we wrote that
the Ammonites could not convert and
Join the Jewish People. Actually, they
can convert, but they may not marry a
Jewish woman.
At the mountains of Grizim and Eival,
a series of blessings and curses were
pronounced before the Jewish People.
At the end of each, they recited,
Amen, agreeing to the blessing or the
curse.

One who reads the Torah will only find
the curses written here. The Sages
learned out the fact that the blessings
were given first, but one would not
know this if he wasn't taught it.

If the brachos were given first, and
they were, why would the Torah not
put them in explicitly?

Perhaps we can understand that were
the Torah to include both the brachos
and the klalos, though they were both
alluded to, people would lose sight of
the fact that there were both sides to
the equation.

There would come a time where
humans would focus on compliments
and praises and eschew discipline or
criticism,  though  necessary to
personal development.

Therefore, Hashem said that there
would be both blessings and curses
but only transmitted the curses, to
teach us the valuable lesson that
sometimes the biggest bracha is
knowing what you did or might do
wrong and being able to correct or
avoid it altogether.

Thought of the week:
Don't be fooled: Hashem
cannot be contained by the
limitations of your mind.
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“And you shall write on the stones all the words of the Torah well-clarified." vevarim 27:5)
What does the Torah mean by “well-clarified”? Rashi teaches us, based on the Gemara in
Sotah, that the Torah was written on the stones in all seventy languages of the world.
Either they were extremely large stones, or the words were written miraculously. A
miraculous occurrence seems required since according to some, the entire Torah, from
Beraishis until “to the eyes of all Israel” at the end of Devarim, in all seventy languages and
scripts, was written on these stones, all in a single day.

The question seems obvious: Why write the Torah in all languages? The Jews had kept
their language from Canaan, Lashon Kodesh. Perhaps they knew Egyptian, or a few other
languages. Though the Sanhedrin would need to know all seventy languages, the Jews at
that time did not.

The Rav (R’ Ovadiah Mi’Bartenura) in his commentary says simply, “Let all who wish, come
and learn. Thus, the nations would have no opportunity to say, “We had no place from
whence to learn [how we should behave.]” In other words, this was done so the nations of
the world would not be able to claim ignorance of Hashem’s Torah. However, if that were
true, why make it available here, on these stones? Why not set these stones up in
Yerushalayim, the international city where all nations would come to visit? Why not print
books that could be disseminated around the world to educate them?

We’d like to suggest that the primary purpose for writing the Torah in all languages was not
for the nations of the world, but for the Jews themselves, to whom the Torah was uniquely
given. While a person of any nationality could trek to Gilgal to see the stones with the entire
Torah on it, the motivation for providing the Torah in any language was for the Jews.

True, at this time they would not understand all those languages, and because they
understood the Torah in Lashon Kodesh, they didn’t need to understand them all. However,
over the course of the Galus, Jews would be cast to the four corners of the Earth. We
would become those “nations of the world” who needed to know there was no excuse to be
ignorant of Hashem. He speaks to you whether you speak English or French, Spanish or
Swalhili. The Torah is relevant wherever you are, and whatever language you speak.

They say that New York Harbor, tragically, is the final resting place of thousands of pairs of
Tefillen. Many immigrants said, “Judaism is for the old country, not for America, the land of
opportunity!” They felt that the laws and traditions they’d been observing no longer applied
in this new place. If only they’d taken the lesson from these stones.

Ba’air Haitev, well-clarified; the Torah’s message to the Jews entering Eretz Yisrael was
that whether you’re on this hallowed ground, or dwelling in an unholy land into which you
must infuse kedusha, the Torah applies from beginning to end.

A wealthy man once approached the Gaon, R’ Noach Shimonavich, z’l, then the Rosh Yeshivah of
Zichron Yaakov, and suggested that he should move his yeshivah to Rishon Litzion. He added that
he was prepared to support the yeshivah entirely if R Noach would do so.

R’ Noach traveled to the Chazon Ish to ask his advice on the man’s offer. The Chazon Ish
answered, “When a yeshiva exists in a city, the whole city looks different. This may not be apparent
immediately, but with the passing of years it's possible to see the positive qualities which the
yeshivah lends to the city. If this is so, how is it possible to cause Zichron Yaakov such a heavy loss
by removing the yeshiva from its midst?

Later, the Chazon Ish sent for the wealthy man and told him, “You open a yeshivah in Rishon
Letzion, and Rishon Letzion will also gain by having a yeshivah within it.”
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

A S nnEEn

DIVERI TORAR BRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAFOST

>

145 YISRO

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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