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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

f only we would have been Zoche to hear the start
I of Sefer Vayikrah this Shabbos. Maybe reading it

ourselves from a chumash, slowly, in isolation, will
yield greater mindfulness to the wording of the Pesukim.
We should note the words the Torah uses to describe the
“giver” of the Karban. Right away (1:2) he is described as
‘M5 117p Dom 2Mp2 0 o1x. As Adam, the bringer of the Olah.
Whereas in (2:1) he is described as nmn 121p 21pn 0 wan
'n>. The Nefesh, the soul that brings a Mincha.

Let’s deal with the Adam first. It is always easier to deal
with a “Mentch” Rashi brings the Chazal that is in fact a
reference to Adam Harishon, who owned the entire world,
brought a Karban that belonged to him- not stolen- so
too his descendants should also not offer a stolen Karbon.
There is an pmy here we need to focus on. Sacrifice is defined
as “Forfeiture of something highly valued” Meaning I'm
ready to give up something that has special significance
and benefit to me. The sacrificed can be made for a deity,
for family, for even money if deemed worthy. Chazal are
telling us if you want your Karbon to Hashem to achieve
its purpose, it must be yours so that you are forfeiting
something “oon” from you yourself. Giving someone else’s
animal as a Karbon is like the man said, “No shirt off my
back” The full pmy will be clarified when we learn about
the 1"an1 0"ann npbn- soon.

Now, lets deal with the “Nefesh’- as usual dealing with
our souls is much more complex. Rashi again leads us
to the Chazal that the only place that the bringer of the
Karbon is called Nefesh is by the Karbon Mincha, usually
brought by a poor person, scraping together the pennies.
Says Hakodosh Baruch Hu, I consider as if he brought his

“soul” as a Karban because what he brought really came

0an, from you and the things that have great value in your
life. He really sacrificed something.

Sefer Vayikrah always brings us into the famous npbmn

VOL. 1/ISSUE 31 2”wn 1p11’)

1"an1 0"am about the nature of Karbanos. The Rambam in
the 1 (2"0 1"n) holds that the Karbanos were a device
to show that these animals- worshipped as G-d’s - as the
sheep in Mitzraim were- are really nothing, just food for
supper. Only to repudiate, and to condemn the Avodah
Zarah. The Ramban in the beginning of the Parsha
questions when Adam Harishon brought his Karban,
there were no Avodah Zarah’s in the world (see Rambam
in the beginning of Hilchos Avodas Kochavim) what could
have been the purpose then? The Ramban teaches that
karbanos relate to the Shoresh of Karban which is Karov-
to become close, to connect. When man feels disconnect
(through sin) or distant and that bothers him, he climbs
the Har Hashem with his “sacrifice” in hand to bridge the
gap he feels. Students of human nature have determined
that more love is generated in the heart of the “giver” than
is generated in the heart of the “receiver’, despite logic
being otherwise. Giving something to Hashem- EVEN
THOUGH HE DOESN’T NEED IT- creates a closeness, a
link, creates a “karov” to Hashem. The more of “you” that
you give, the bigger the “sacrifice”, the closer you get. Rav
Gedalaya Shor (Ohr Gedalyahu Moadim page 136) holds
that the Rambam can also follow this approach. Avodah
Zarah does not necessarily mean idols, images, etc. there
are many altars that man bows to. A most common one
is the “Ani”, man’s ego, the one that allows him the pipe
dream of being in charge of his own destiny. It’s the “Ani”
that somehow sneaks into his mind that he got to where
he is on his OWN; what the Torah calls *> nwy * oy 3
mm i . Rav Schor points out that Chazal say that the
11 1May noon of Avraham Avinu had 400 Perakim, means
there are too many things that create distance between
man and The One Above, making man feel remote from
Shechina. So, the Rambam can also hold that the purpose
of Korbonos is being mans close 1125 pam and remove the
“Ani” that always separates him. That would be the disposal
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of the Avodah Zarah, of the ego.

We've started the Sefer of Karbonos during a time where
we are asked to give Karbonos in our daily lives- REAL
SACRIFICES- Hashem Yirachem, our Shuls, our Yeshivos
are shuttered and Yidden daven and learn at home-1p5nxr.

vwoayas 1 mWhat a “sacrifice” and the Yidden that
resisted- although being foolish and inconsiderate and
irresponsible- were still driven by the fact a yid without
a shul 7x 1p vwn rx- just couldn’t take it. We all know
the type. Some Yidden, the moment they walk into shul
its like a sharp piece of dust flew into their eye. They just
got to get out of here and if the chazzan davens with a little
bit of Kavana (Not the ones that seriously schlep like the
slow boat to china- sorry) they roll their eyes with dismay
written all over their faces. They are wonderful people,
they just have this condition. (I think they call it GGOS-
gotta get out of shul) One of the them told me this week, “I
thought I would never say this, but I miss shul” For every
Jew this is a major sacrifice.

There is another point that needs our attention. The house
arrest so many of us are under, is especially hard for
children and adolescents of all ages. The life we have all
gotten used to is one where due to affluence and societal
ills our children and us really never had to say no to any of
our whims and our Mishegasen. Our lives swivel around
being entertained and amusing recreation- all of which
can be good if done correctly but not to center around.
Our Rebbe, Rav Mendel Kaplan, used to say as only he
could- with that delicious accent- Deh religion in America
is ENJOY YOURSELF. The worlds problem today is that
we can't enjoy ourselves. No restaurants, no trips, no NBA,
no spring training etc. Our kids can’t get a new wardrobe
for Pesach- “I'm still wearing last year’s Shabbos hat etc” or
“I don’t have a new sheitel for Yom Tov,” etc. Not only that,
many of us have had to think about our own mortality for
the first time, with all the tzaros surrounding us. Maybe
our real sacrifice is to let this experience teach us to take

life more seriously. We all need to rethink our excesses-
were doing okay without them if we only stop to ponder
what this Nisayon is really all about.

Think, BUT THINK POSITIVE- our Emunah in the fact
that the 0%y 5w 111 runs the world means we are in good
hands. The lesson our "™x" needs to sacrifice, its not me
and my own devices that will get me and all of us out if
this apy™> may ny.
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If the anointed Kohen — n*'wnn |ndn DX

Rebbe Nachman of Breslev said that the world is mistaken on two
things: The world says that a Tzaddik [a righteous person] cannot
stumble in sin, and this is not correct, for even a Tzaddik can
stumble in sin, even though he can continue and still be a Tzaddik.
The world is further mistaken by saying that a person who has
stumbled with a sin cannot do Teshuva and correct his sin, and
this too is not correct, for even if a person errs and commits a sin
chas v’shalom, still, he can do Teshuva and correct his sin and
become a complete Tzaddik. ‘If you believe that one can be
despoiled then believe that he can be corrected’ (Likutei
Halachos, Orach Chaim, Masah U’Matan 4:17).

We are now beginning Chumash Vayikra about which Chazal have
said (Vayikra Rabbah 7:3): ‘The pure should come and involve
themselves in study of that which is pure’. In this parsha everyone
is given the way to repent and correct his sins, when he is a simple
person or a great person. One of the things that is possible to
learn from our parsha is what Chazal said (Avos 2:4): ‘Do not
believe in yourself until the day you die’. From here we learn that
these things were not said to just the plain folk, but rather, even
to the great ones. It is written in the parsha (4:3), n'wnn |ndn DX’
'xon' — ‘If the anointed Kohen will sin” and also (4:22), x'w1 Wwx'
'Ron' — ‘when a ruler sins’ and these words are shocking! We are
talking about very exalted people, and still the Torah that they can
sin!

'NID 71N Q10 'R0 You'
‘The abundance of Baruch Hu is endless’

There are three famous stories that are customarily read on
Parashas HaChodesh, the Shabbos when we bentch Rosh Chodesh as
brought down in the name of the Maggid of Koznitz. There are those
who tell them on 21 Adar, the yahrzeit of Rebbe Elimelech of
Lizensk. The truth is that whenever stories are told about Tzaddikim
their influence spreads throughout the world. There is a belief that
whoever tells these three stories is guaranteed to Make Pesach
easily.

| told the stories on the yahrzeit, 21 Adar, calmly in detail. Now, in
this very difficult situation that rules the world, when many people
have been laid off from work, and many others were forced to close
their businesses and cannot make a living as usual at this time of
year.

| requested that in the merit of these stories, abundance for Pesach
that is almost upon all of Israel, should be aroused Above, that my
difficult situation when my bank account is almost depleted and |
have no idea how | will come up with money to cover my expenses?!
The next day | called a relative to ask about the family and in the

. middle of our conversation, he asked me: “How much are you
This can act as an encouragement for every one of us. Anyone can

fall at times, as Shlomo HaMelech said (Koheles 7:20) 'k DX "'
'NON' K71 210 NWY' YUK YIRA 77X — ‘For there is no man so
wholly righteous on earth who always does good and never sins’.
When a person sins, he must immediately repent with complete
Teshuva, but the antagonist incites him by saying, “You are not
worth anything. You are a low person who sinned. There is no way
to do Teshuva. It is not possible to correct your sin.” And so on.
Words that are complete opposite of the truth. Our task is to be
emboldened and strengthen faith in the Creator and His holy
Torah which says that everyone is likely to sin, even a ruler and
even an anointed Kohen. Still, there is hope, there is a way to
rectify the sin, and chas v’shalom a person should not fall into
despair because this is exactly what the antagonist wants. Rather,
shake off the sin, grasp the way of Teshuva and believe that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu accepts the Teshuva, for ‘if you believe one
can be despoiled, then believe that he can be corrected’.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayikra
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overdrawn in the bank?” | answered him in a whisper.

He immediately told me that he is making a deposit to my bank
account since he knows that now with the Coronavirus, this is not a
simple situation and he wants to help.

I am not talking about hundreds or a few thousand, | needed tens of
thousands that | had not idea where | would come up with, and
Hashem prepared it for me. This is what the stories truly accomplish,
the teller and listener understand that the Creator of the World
supplies all our needs in ways only He is able and the moment you
believe in Him, Hashem can open up the door to abundance.

The abundance did not end here... another aunt called and asked me
to buy all my Yom Tov needs on her account, without my asking. |
told her | was fine and with Hashem’s help everything was okay, but
she insisted that | buy things, or she would be angry with me.

In brief, what is left for me to do but thank and praise and publicize
the story.
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The pure shall come and involve themselves
in that which is pure

Ly

“Br :magr

When the building and the setting up of the Mishkan was
completed, and everything was arranged and the utensils were
anointed with the holy oil, we now enter the book of ‘Toras
Kohanim’ — ‘The Laws of the Kohanim’ which begins our parsha,
Parashas Vayikra. In it, the Torah delineates every aspect of the
karbanos and the order of the avodah and the offerings from the
bull and lamb to the pigeons and meal-offering of the poor. To
bring satisfaction to our Maker according to His will as it states
(1:9) "n? nina nM' - ‘a pleasing fragrance to Hashem’.
Satisfaction before Me that | said according to My will and
whether one brings much or one brings little, as long as his intent
is to their Father in Heaven.

‘He called’ — a language of affection — narn w?-'’p1’
Rashi explains the phrase at the beginning of the parsha 7x X'
‘"wn — ‘He called to Moshe’ as “Calling” preceded every
statement, saying, and command. It is a language of affection,
the language of the ministering angels.” When the posuk
continues 'I"?X 'n 121" — ‘and Hashem spoke to him’, we know
that ‘dibur’ is harsh language, therefore, the Omnipresent first
called him with an affectionate expression of ‘Vayikra’ — the
language that the angels use.

By way of a hint, perhaps we can learn a lesson from the way we
train our boys in Torah, avodah, and yiras shamayim [fear of
Heaven] in that when they start to learn Chumash at the age of
five, they begin with Vayikra, as it states in the Midrash (Vayikra
Rabbah 7:3): ‘R’ Assi said: “Why do they begin teaching children
Torah with Toras Kohanim [Vayikra] and not Bereishis? Rather,
since the children are pure [without sin] and the offerings are
pure, the pure should come and involve themselves in study of
that which is pure.” How do we begin with them? This tells us —
with dibur — involving ourselves with them with affectionate
language similar to the angels of servitude and as it states in the
Zohar HaKadosh ‘the matter is dependent on love’.

To love Your Name — Jnw NX nanx?
In order to succeed to make the words of Torah beloved to them
so that they not become like children running away from school,
we must put on a glowing and happy face for them. Arrange the
words of the Torah like a set table before them. Then they will
see that the Torah is beloved and sweet as honey which will
cause them to love it and be engrossed in it their entire lives. The
main thing is that this must be done right from the outset so that
this influence will have an impact on them and make a lasting
impression, as we have learned (Avos 4:25) ‘One who studies
Torah as a child is compared to ink written on fresh paper’ —then
is the right time to instill in their tender hearts whatever we want
as the Gedolei Olam would praise that which they learned when
they were young. It was etched in their heads and they never
forgot it, so immediately upon entering the world of Torah we
start with them pleasantly and affectionately.
This is so with every person who conducts himself with those
around him with love as this causes them to love the Creator of
the World and realize that he is loved even Above as it states in
Avos (3:13): ‘If the spirit of one’s fellows is pleased with him, the
spirit of the Omnipresent is pleased with him; but id the spirit of
one’s fellows is not pleased with him, the spirit of the
Omnipresent is not pleased with him. The same is true with the
love of the Omnipresent towards us, it is with affection as the
Navi writes (Amos 5:2): "' N7IN2 DI 9'0IN X7 N'791' — ‘She
has fallen and will no longer rise, maiden of Israel’. That is, even
if we fall to the depths of exile, we still anxiously await our Father
in Heaven Who wants us to get up in completeness speedily.
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In Nisan we are destined to be redeemed — 7x2'7 |'T'ny jona
While we are involved in the study and laws of the karbanos, which
we now fulfill by (Hoshea 14:3) 'n'nosw oMo nn7wil' — ‘and let our
lips substitute for bulls’ — after the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed
and we no longer have the karbanos to atone for us, Israel said,
“Ribono shel Olam [Master of the Universe]! When the Bais
HaMikdash stood, we would bring an offering and be atoned of our
sins. But now, we have nothing but prayer” (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:21),
HaKadosh Baruch Hu promised them that by studying the parsha of
karbanos He makes it as if they offered a karban, as it states ‘and let
our lips substitute for bulls’ — whoever studies the laws of the olah, is
as if he has brought an olah, and so too for all the other karbanos.

As we are standing at the gates of the first month of the year when
we begin discussing the offering of the karban Pesach as brought
down in several places in Shas, as this time is very propitious for our
redemption as it was at the original redemption so too will it be at
the final redemption, as it states (Rosh Hashanah 11a) ‘our
forefathers were redeemed in Nisan, and in Nisan we are destined to
be redeemed’ as it states: 'N'WUXID> N'INX DONX 'M7XA [0' — ‘Behold, |
will redeem you at the end as at the first time’. This is the month
when salvation abounds.

Therefore, this became the habit of Bnei Yisrael during their years of
exile — to study the ritual of the karban Pesach fifteen days before
Pesach. This became the custom of the people of Tzion to go to the
shepherds to find a fine lamb and buy it for the karban Pesach, so
that if they merited seeing the redemption before Erev Pesach they
would already have a lamb for Pesach. This stemmed from their
abundant Emunah and desire to perform the mitzvah of bringing the
karban.

It shall be first for you — 037 Xin jlwRY
There is a famous machlokes [disagreement] about when the world
was created (Rosh Hashanah 10b), Rebbe Yehoshua says that the
world was created in Nisan and Rebbe Eliezer says it was in Tishrei.
Many quills have broken while resolving this dispute since it is not
feasible that they are both right since the world was created in one
set time and not two. We hope to explain that both views are correct,
and both are the words of the Living G-d. Really, the world was
created in Tishrei as this sets up the calendar and they are days of
prayer and repentance.
However, the inner meaning is that creation took place in two parts
as there are two paths in the service of Hashem — Yirah and Ahava —
Fear and Love. Thus, there are two Rosh Hashanahs, Tishrei which is
about judgment and connotes Yirah, and the service of Bnei Yisrael is
done out of awe and trembling by increasing Tefillah and selichos,
Teshuva and pleading for our lives.
In contrast to this, we have Nisan, days that arouse Ahava, when all
of creation is adorned with renewal. Therefore, the month of Nisan in
general, and the days of Pesach in particular, are designated as days
of praise and gratitude before the One Who spoke and the world
came into being, as the payat wrote for Shabbos HaChodesh ‘these
are blessed days’. In fact, the entire Haggadah is set up to give praise
and thanks to Hashem Yisbarach for the numerous miracles he did
and does for us.
May it be His will that in the merit of our anticipation and hope for
the complete redemption we should merit to fulfill the posuk in Shir
HaShirim (2:12) that describes the love between Israel and their
Father in Heaven and is said on Pesach — mn 7171 yan ymt ny'
'lI¥IX2 ynwa — ‘the time of your song has arrived, and the voice of
your guide is heard in the land’ — this is the voice of the King
Moshiach who should appear speedily amein.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayikra 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“He shall slaughter the bull before Hashem”

Shmuel HaNavi a Gilgul of Kayin Revealed to Eli a Gilgul of Hevel
that Shechitah by a Non-Kohen is Kosher

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayikra, it is fitting that we
delight in an explicit halachah pronounced by Shmuel HaNavi
when he was but two years old. He derived the halachah from
the following passuk in this week’s parsha (Vayikra 1, 4):

/11918 9pan 12 AN U, 1Yy 980 1Y e A wRe By 11 qhor
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“He shall lean his hands on the head of the olah-
offering; and it will be considered pleasing on his behalf,
to atone for him. He shall slaughter the bull before
Hashem; the sons of Aharon, the kohanim, shall bring the
blood and they shall throw the blood on the mizbeiach,
all around—which is at the entrance to the Ohel Moed.”

The kohanim are not mentioned in association with
the slaughtering of the korban; they are only mentioned
concerning the blood services (review the pesukim quoted
above). This teaches us that the slaughtering of the korban
may be performed by a non-kohen—a "zar" (literally a foreign
person). As Rashi (ibid.) explains, based on the Gemara
(Zevachim 32a), from the receiving of the blood of the animal
in a vessel and onward, it is a mitzvah that must be performed
by the kohanim; the slaughtering, however, is valid even if

performed by a non-kohen.

As we will explain in this essay, Shmuel HaNavi had the
privilege of revealing this halachah. However, because Shmuel
pronounced this halachah in the presence of Eli, the Kohen
Gadol, the reigning authority of Yisrael at that time, Eli wanted
him put to death; because the punishment for rendering a
halachah in the presence of one’s Rav is death by the hands of
Heaven. Fortunately, Chana the prophetess, Shmuel’s mother,
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intervened. She beseeched Eli to spare her son. Here is the
wonderful story as told by Chazal in the Gemara (Berachos
31b):
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The Gemara deduces from the Scriptural text (Shmuel I 1,
25) that Shmuel was guilty of rendering a halachic decision
in the presence of his teacher, Eli. Shmuel observed that Eli
instructed the people to specifically seek a kohen to slaughter
a sacrificial animal. Shmuel questioned this directive by
pointing out that it is permissible for a non-kohen to slaughter
a sacrificial animal.

Shmuel was brought before Eli to explain his source for
this halachah. Eli complimented him on his erudition and
agreed with his rendering of the halachah; however, he
chastised Shmuel for having rendered a halachic decision in
the presence of his teacher — an act punishable by death.

Hearing this decree, Chana approached Eli and cried out:
“I am the woman who stood with you here . .. and fervently
prayed to Hashem for a son!” Eli responds that she should
allow him to punish Shmuel and He will pray to Hashem that

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Vayikra 5780 | 1

OO



she should be granted another son even greater than this one.
To this Chana replied: "This is the child that I prayed for."
Rashi explains her argument as follows: I prayed specifically
for this one and not for another.

Shmuel HaNavi Was Two Years Old when
He Rendered the Halachah in Eli’s Presence

There are many bewildering aspects to this narrative.
We will begin with a question raised by the Maharsha in his
Chiddushei Aggados: How could Eli have wished to punish
Shmuel for rendering a halachic decision in the presence of
his teacher when Shmuel was but two years old (according
to most accounts)? For, it is written (ibid. 22): =yan S 1p”
" %18 AR 7R nIReant — When the child is weaned, then
I will bring him, and he shall appear before Hashem.
According to Rashi, this indicates that he was twenty-four
months old, which is when young children typically stopped
nursing.

The Maharsha suggests that Eli did not intend for Shmuel
to be punished by human hands but rather by the hand
of Heaven. As the Gemara explains (Eiruvin 63.), one who
renders a halachic decision in the presence of his teacher
deserves the death penalty but only as determined by the
heavenly court. The Gaon Chida in Rosh David (Terumah)
adds that a penalty by the hand of Heaven does not depend
on chronological age but, rather, on knowledge. Therefore, Eli
felt that since Shmuel was young but wise — as displayed by
his rendering of the halachah — he was worthy of punishment
by the hand of Heaven.

If, indeed, in Eli's opinion, Shmuel qualified to be punished
with death by the hand of Heaven for his actions, then why
did he agree to annul the punishment? How did Chana's
plea: "n%5ann mn ayan Yx"—this is the child that I prayed
for — indicating that she had prayed specifically for this
child and not another — influence Eli's decree? Clearly, if
the punishment was truly deserved, he would not have been
swayed simply by a mother's pleas.

Chana the Prophetess a Gilgul of Chava
Rectified Her Part in the “Cheit Eitz HaDa’as”

I would like to propose a wonderful solution for the
enigmatic issues pertaining to this fascinating story based
on the concept of “gilgulei neshamos”—reincarnation—as it

Shvilei Pinches

applies to these three holy personages—Eli HaKohen, Chana
HaNeviah (the prophetess) and her son, Shmuel HaNavi.
[ believe this will open up our eyes to achieve a better
understanding of Chana’s actions. For instance, why did she
dedicate her son to a life of holy service from birth, as the
pupil and successor of Eli HaKohen? We request that Hashem
guide us on the path of “emes”!

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a revelation from our teacher, the Arizal, in
Likutei Torah (Shmuel I, 1) and in Sefer HaLikutim (Shmuel
I1, 15). He teaches us that Chana HaNeviah was one of several
righteous women who were reincarnations of Chava. As such,
it was their task to seek a tikun for Chava’s part in the “cheit
Eitz HaDa’as.” We find fascinating insights pertaining to this
subject in Nachalas Binyamin, which discusses the rationales
underlying the mitzvos (Mitzvah 139). We will endeavor
to elaborate on this subject and present the details in an

organized fashion with some minor embellishments.

We will begin with a teaching in the Midrash (Yalkut
Shimoni, Shmuel I, 1, 80). Concerning the birth of Shmuel, it
says: mTpaIw Qws MTpa N nuw 7 N, ns pree 120 12 YRmw 22"
m1as1»—Rabbi Shmuel bar Yitzchak said: She (Chana) was
130 years old, and she was remembered just as Yocheved
was remembered. Thus, we learn that Chana was barren for
130 years. This is significant in light of the following Gemara
(Eiruvin 18b): nnm moapaw axaw 1190 510 11 1on 1wRan oR”
STW RAWTWT NG WK 1R WhET MY onwhw fIRR nvapns 3w e Yy
g Rawbwt R 1wa Yy ouarn ot vy Adam HaRishon was
exceedingly pious; when he saw that creation had been
penalized with death on his account, he fasted for one
hundred and thirty years, and abstained from marital
relations for one hundred and thirty years, and wore
belts of fig branches on his skin for those one hundred
and thirty years.

After Adam HaRishon made amends for his sin via
teshuvah and self-affliction, he was privileged to father Sheis,
in his likeness and image. In Sha’ar HaGilgulim (Intro. 36),
the Arizal explains that Sheis was a gilgul of Hevel, who
was reincarnated into the world, to complete his service of
Hashem. Moshe Rabeinu was also a gilgul of Sheis. This is
alluded to by the name n"wn, which is an abbreviation for mwm
Ya'm mw—Moshe, Sheis and Hevel. Amazingly, just as Chava
gave birth to Sheis after a period of 130 years; correspondingly,
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Yocheved gave birth to Moshe, the gilgul of Sheis, when she
was 130 years old.

Accordingly, the Nachalas Binyamin explains why Chana, a
gilgul of Chava, was barren for 130 years. It was her task to
rectify her tremendous sorrow and regret for her role in the
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” As we learned, Adam HaRishon achieved
his tikun after 130 years of teshuvah and self-affliction. In
similar fashion, Chana suffered childless for 130 years; after
achieving her tikun for the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” she was
privileged to give birth to Shmuel—just like Yocheved gave
birth to Moshe when she was 130 years old.

Eli Accused Chana of Being Inebriated

Based on this introduction, the Nachalas Binyamin explains
the significance of the intimate conversation that took place
between Eli HaKohen and Chana HaNeviah, when she came to
the Beis HaMikdash to pray for a son (Shmuel I 1, 12):

Dy nnaTA RO A, AR | Oy R 2aab Yany tnann oo reny

Moy DR AR LTI SY awnt paws RY Y1 s onaw pa ey

NWP WK TR RS AR TN N1, 7YY 100 AR 110 15nwn Tnn Ty
7 01l "wal AR TIRWRT SPRW RY 95w 19%1 9018 M1

It happened as she continued to pray before Hashem
that Eli observed her mouth. Chana was speaking to her
heart—only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
so, Eli thought she was drunk. Eli said to her, “How long
will you be drunk? Remove your wine from yourself!”
Chana replied and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of
aggrieved spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong
drink, and I have poured out my soul before Hashem.

Clearly, this deserves further investigation. Why did Eli
HaKohen presume that Chana HaNeviah, one of the most
righteous women of her time, was drunk? Let us refer to the
Gemara (Berachos 40a):

937 95 PRW 19T 181 90IN TONE 129, TR DTN 11hnn YaNY 19K KR
7w 1900 T AW TRNAY 100 KUK TR DY Y Ranw

It was taught in a Baraisa: Concerning the type of tree
from which Adam HaRishon ate, Rabbi Meir says: It was a
grapevine; for there is nothing that brings wailing upon a
person as wine does, as it is stated (Bereishis 9, 21): "And
he (Noach) drank from the wine and he became drunk."

Shvilei Pincles

Similarly, the Midrash teaches us (B.R. 19, 5) regarding the
passuk (Bereishis 3, 6): mumo 12°% 27 28 ,oxn1 1Man npny
"y mann mo21y— “She (Chava) took from its fruit and she ate.”
Rabbi Eivo said: She squeezed grapes and gave it to him.

Due to his “ruach hakodesh,” Eli HaKohen knew that Chana
was a gilgul of Chava, who had caused Adam HaRishon to sin
by offering him wine. Hence, he presumed that she was still
acting as she did in that previous gilgul, as Chava. Therefore,
he rebuked her and said: “How long will you be drunk?
Remove your wine from yourself!” With those words, he
was telling her that if she wished to conceive and give birth
to viable, enduring offspring, she must abstain from wine and
correct the flaw that led to Chava’s sin.

“Chana replied and said, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman of
aggrieved spirit.”” For, she had already suffered greatly for

» o«

130 years to rectify herrole in the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” “I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink”—I have abstained
from intoxicating beverages my entire life to make amends for
having sinned with wine in my previous gilgul. “And I have
poured out my soul before Hashem”—beseeching Him to
grant me a son, just like Chava, who was privileged to give
birth to Sheis after 130 years. Upon hearing her response,
Eli blessed her (Shmuel I ibid. 17): oibwh 55 qnxe sy "
"myn AYRY WR b R e Yxaw 'pyx1—Eli then answered
and said, “Go in peace. The G-d of Yisrael will grant the
request you have made of Him.”

Shmuel HaNavi Was a Gilgul of Kayin

Let us continue to delight in the words of the Nachalas
Binyamin. He explains the details of Chana’s sacred journey
as a gilgul of Chava. After performing the necessary tikun
for the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” she made the pilgrimage to the
Beis HaMikdash to pray for a son, at the age of 130 years old.
She intended to dedicate his entire life to Hashem. In Likutei
Torah (Balak), the Arizal teaches us that Shmuel HaNavi was a
gilgul and tikun of Kayin. So, just like Chava was privileged to
give birth to Sheis—who, as mentioned above, was a gilgul of
Hevel—after 130 years; Chana, her gilgul, prayed that she be
privileged to give birth to a son that would be a gilgul of Kayin.
Thus, he would perform the necessary tikun for having killed
his brother, Hevel.
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Now, HKB”H punished Kayin for murdering his brother by
exiling him, as itis written (Bereishis 4, 12): "yaRamnn 11y —
you will be a wanderer and an exile on earth. The Ramban
comments (ibid. 11): This means that his heart will not be
at rest, and he will lack the tranquility to remain in one
place on earth; he will wander forever for the punishment
of murderers is galus (exile). The other commentaries
explain that the Ramban’s comment accords with that of the
Seforno (ibid. 15). He writes that HKB”H placed a sign on
Kayin, so that those who met him would not kill him, since he
had not yet been cautioned or forewarned about murder;

nevertheless, He punished him with galus.

According to the Targum YoNasan (ibid. 8), Kayin killed
Hevel, because he denied the authority of Hashem and His
laws. He declared: ”1»»1 n"51 11 nv"—there is no law and
there is no judge. According to the Nachalas Binyamin, this
is why Shmuel HaNavi used to travel all year long, visiting all
of the cities of Yisrael, to judge them. As it is written (Shmuel
[ 7,15): 2201 mawa maw »a o ,190m o2 o bRaw? nR YRmw v
MW, AYRT MIRIERt Y5 NR YRAWT NR vawt naxant abam Yy nos
Y rata oW 1at BRAwe nR vaw owl anta ow o5 nnnant Shmuel
judged Yisrael all the days of his life. He would travel
year after year, circling to Beit-El, Gilgal, and Mitzpeh; he
judged Yisrael in all these places. Then he would return
to Ramah, for his home was there, and there he would
judge Yisrael. There he built a mizbeiach to Hashem.
Being a gilgul of Kayin, he accepted upon himself the burden
of galus. Hence, he circled the country year in and year out,
visiting all the cities of Yisrael and judging the people. This is

the gist of his explanation.

Let us add an intriguing thought. As mentioned, Chava
wanted Shmuel, a gilgul of Kayin, to make amends for the
Now, we have learned in the Gemara
(Shabbas 146a): "xamr 13 2un min by wma Xsw nywaw'—when
the nachash seduced Chava, he cast impurity into her.

murder of Hevel.

Rashi comments: When he advised her to eat from the tree,
he had sexual relations with her, as it is written (Bereishis
3, 13): maxswn wrar—the term "INE/N” suggests “nisuin,” a
marital relationship.

In Sha’ar HaKavanos (R.H. Drush 1), the Arizal points out a
contradiction in the Midrashim. Were Kayin and Hevel born
before or after the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as”? The Arizal sides with
the opinion that they were born after the “cheit.” It states in

Shvilei Pinclhes

the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis 28b): ,mma wm SroxT Ry
"IN 11919 Ay Yupt 1 pear jamr we—the foulness that the
nachash introduced into Chava, from that foulness emerged
Kayin, who murdered Hevel.

Let us suggest an explanation. Due to the deceit and
treachery of the nachash, resulting in the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,”
death was imposed on creation. As a result, Kayin who was
produced from the foulness the nachash introduced into
Chava, murdered Hevel. Thus, it turns out that Chava was
somewhat responsible for the fact that Kayin killed Hevel.
Therefore, Chana, a gilgul of Chava, yearned to make amends.
She longed to give birth to Shmuel, a gilgul of Kayin, so that he
would perform good deeds, which would constitute a tikun

for Kayin killing Hevel.

Eli Suspected that Shmuel Contained
the Filth of the Nachash from Kayin

Following this illuminating path, we will endeavor to explain
why Eli HaKohen intended to punish Shmuel for rendering a
halachahin the presence ofhis Rav. In Likutei Torah (Yechezkel),
the Arizal teaches us that the kohanim come from Hevel, midas
hachesed; whereas, the leviim come from Kayin, midas hadin.
Thus, Eli, who was a kohen, came from Hevel; while Shmuel,
who was a Levi, came from Kayin. This is consistent with the
notion that Shmuel was a gilgul of Kayin.

So, when Elj, representing Hevel, saw that Shmuel, a gilgul
of Kayin, had the audacity to preempt him, he suspected that
Shmuel was still under the influence of the contamination of
the nachash. Inreality, the nachash also displayed tremendous
chutzpah; it rendered a halachah in the presence of HKB”H,
its master, permitting Adam and Chava to eat from the Eitz
HaDa’as. As it is written (Bereishis 3, 4): mwxn bx wnan s
"nniman N1 Xy—the nachash said to the woman, “You will
surely not die.” Therefore, Eli wanted to have him killed
by the hand of Heaven to prevent his ultimate outcome, in
keeping with the teaching of the Mishnah (Sanhedrin 71b):
7,291 N0 IR ORDT N1 1810 aw By 11ea 1t 9o 127 A “ben sorer
u'moreh” is judged on account of his ultimate end. It is
preferable that he die innocent and not die guilty.

In light of the Mishnah’s ruling, we can begin to appreciate

Eli's pronouncement to Chana: “Allow me to punish him (by

X N T N e e e e e SN (o e SN e e e o e e
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the hand of Heaven), and I will beseech G-d for mercy, and
He will grant you a son who is greater than this one.” Eli
was telling Chana that he would pray for her to give birth to a
different son, who was from the neshamah of Hevel—unaffected
and uncontaminated by the nachash. Hence, it would stand to
reason that he would be greater than this son.

This also illuminates for us Chana’s response: “It was
for this child that I prayed.” Recall Rashi’'s comment: For
this one and not for another. This is fantastic! Chana was
a gilgul of Chava, who gave birth to Kayin with the foulness
and contamination of the nachash. Hence, she prayed that she
would merit giving birth to a gilgul of Kayin, so that he would
rectify Kayin’s wrongdoings. As we know, her prayers were
answered by HKB”H, and she gave birth to Shmuel, after being
barren and childless for 130 years. Thus, she rectified her
role in the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” Having cleansed herself of the
filth of the nachash, it was evident that her son, Shmuel, was
not contaminated by the nachash. Therefore, he deserved to
remain alive. This is what she conveyed to Eli: “It was for
this child that I prayed.” I specifically prayed for this child,
who is a gilgul of Kayin; I don’t need to or want to pray for
another son, from the neshamah of Hevel; that would serve
no purpose.

Notwithstanding, we still have to address a perplexing
issue. Yes, Chana proved to Eli that this boy was not
contaminated by the nachash. Then, why did he violate a
well-known halachah? At his tender age, he was already an
accomplished Torah-scholar, as evidenced by the halachah
But

what prompted him to render the halachah in the presence of

that he rendered concerning the shechitah of a “zar”

his mentor? Furthermore, why did Eli dismiss the matter and
not punish him with death by the hand of Heaven?

Shmuel Acted Properly and Lawfully

I would like to propose an answer for these perplexing
questions. Firstly, let us explain why it was specifically Shmuel
HaNavi, who was privileged to reveal to Yisrael the halachah
that shechitah of a korban is permissible by a “zar”—a non-
kohen. Additionally, why doesn’t shechitah require a kohen
like all the other steps of offering a korban? To answer these
questions, we will return to Kayin and Hevel. Kayin was
jealous of Hevel, because HKB”H accepted Hevel's offering

Shvilei Pincles

but not his. Let us review the pesukim (Bereishis 4, 3): s
171527 K17 DA R DA Y nrmn N an PP N3 oY ypn
areT W RS A YR ORI YR Dan U o pwer abnnt uke
Jean Toan 1w PPy After a period of time, Kayin brought
an offering to Hashem of the fruit of the land; and as for
Hevel, he also brought of the firstborn of his flock and
from their choicest. Hashem paid heed to Hevel and his
offering, but to Kayin and his offering, He paid no heed.
Kayin became very angry and his countenance fell.

We can suggest that HKB”H accepted Hevel’s offering and
not Kayin’s to teach them that He prefers korbanos from
animals, akin to the situation in the future Beis HaMikdash.
Let us have a look at the commentary of the Ramban on this
week’s parsha (Vayikra 1, 1):

A person's actions result from a combination of
thought, speech and deed. Hence, when he commits an act
of transgression, G-d commands him to follow a protocol
accounting for each of these components. Bringing the
korban and leaning on it with his hands corresponds to
the deed. Verbally confessing corresponds to the speech.
Burning the various parts in the fire corresponds to
the thought. The blood is sprinkled on the mizbeiach
representing his life-force.
a person should have in mind that he sinned to his G-d
with his body and soul; therefore, it is only fitting that his
blood should be spilled and his physical body should be

By following this protocol,

incinerated. It is only by the grace and benevolence of
the Creator that a substitute was accepted in his place—
atoning for the acts of his blood, soul and limbs.

Accordingly, it is Hashem’s will that korbanos be brought
from animals. The tikun for someone who possesses a
neshamah from Kayin is to offer such a korban to Hashem
as his substitute, to atone for his transgressions. Now, the
Arizal teaches us in Likutei Torah (Yechezkel) that Kayin,
the firstborn, deserved to be the kohen; however, because he
killed Hevel, he forfeited the kehunah. Therefore, the kohanim

descended from Hevel.

We can now suggest the following. If a non-kohen is at
least permitted to perform the act of shechitah, it affords
those descending from Kayin a wonderful tikun for having
killed Hevel. To better understand this idea, let us refer to

O O S SO PN o Y N R RN s A
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the Gemara (Shabbas 156a): .x@7 72w 232 "7 D™ IRNA3T 1NN R
"R AR MY AR, R313 0K ,RIAIN X PR 37 1mR—a person who is
born under the constellation of Mars, will be a murderer.
Rav Ashi says: Either he will be a skilled blood-letter (for
medical purposes), or an armed robber (who Kkills people),
or a butcher (who kills animals), or a "mohel” (who spills
blood by performing circumcisions).

Thus, someone who possesses the character traits of Kayin,
who has the inclination to murder, requires the atonement
afforded him by slaughtering a korban to Hashem. The act of
shechitah satisfies and atones for the inclination to murder;
it is a form of tikun for Kayin, who killed his brother, Hevel.
Therefore, specifically Shmuel, who was a gilgul of Kayin, was
designated to reveal this halachah to Yisrael—that shechitah
is permitted by a “zar” By participating in the shechitah of
a korban, those with the neshamah of Kayin are provided
atonement and provide a tikun for the murder of Hevel.

We can now appreciate why Shmuel opted to render this
halachah in the presence of his mentor. Let us present what
the esteemed Rabbi YoNasan Eibeschutz, zy”a, writes in Yearos
Dvash (Part 1, 16). He refers to the Gemara (Eiruvin 63a):
a7 7vaw 12283 AR RTIDURR wImanYT’—to prevent a person
from an “issur” (from a transgression), even in the presence
of his teacher, it is proper. In other words, if the student’s
intent is to prevent a person from transgressing a mitzvas lo-

Shvilei Pinches

ta’aseh, it is permissible for him to render a halachah, even in

the presence of his Rav.

Now, we find a tremendous chiddush in the Zohar hakadosh
(Nasso 124a). Not only is shechitah permissible by a non-
kohen, but it is actually prohibited for a kohen to slaughter
the korban—to perform the shechitah; so that he does not
harm and diminish his inherent midah of “chesed.” For, the
act of shechitah is an act of “din.” This explains very nicely
why Shmuel rendered the halachah in the presence of his
Rav. He saw that they were searching for a kohen to slaughter
the sacrificial animal and, in keeping with the teaching in the
Zohar, he wanted to prevent an “issur’—he did not want a
kohen to harm his midah of “chesed.”

Now, if we combine the explanation of the Yearos Dvash
with our own explanation, it works out beautifully. Shmuel
revealed totheworld the halachahthatshechitahispermissible
by a “zar,” to assist those with a neshamah of Kayin to achieve
a tikun via the act of shechitah for their proclivity to murder.
From this fact, it became apparent that a kohen should not
perform the shechitah, so as not to damage and diminish his
midah of “chesed.” Thus, it became apparent that Shmuel had
rendered the halachah in the presence of his Rav properly and
lawfully to prevent an “issur,” in keeping with the teaching of
the Zohar hakadosh.
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Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

Hamincha L’Aharon U’levonov, Kodesh Kodoshim Hu

LHashem. Whatever is left from the Korbon Mincha
should be eaten by Aharon and his children. And, as it says
in several places, when the Kohanim eat, the owner of the
Korbon gets a Kaparah.

I n this week’s Parsha, the Torah says: V’hanoseres Min

How do the owners of the Korbon get a Kaparah from the
mundane and pleasurable act of eating? This is one of the
many examples where a mundane, usually self-serving, act can
become selfless, even holy. More than a rewarding feeling, we
should look at this as an opportunity and a responsibility.

Our Shabbos meals begin by being holy. Keeping them so
requires us to know why we are eating special foods. It requires
our behavior to allow the Shabbos meal to stay Kodesh
Kodoshim. That means that our Lashon Hara, in addition to
the Aveirah itself, defiles the meal.

There is also a positive side to this responsibility. A simple
Bracha, when said with concentration, turns any food into
something holy. Schmoozing is normally criticized as being
a waste of time. But, if someone needs a listening ear;, the
schmoozing gets elevated into an act of serving Hashem.
Anyone’s weaknesses or personal pleasures can be elevated
and you don’t have to wait for an opportunity. Search for
them, allowing everything about you to become a positive,
possibly holy action.

A foundational message would be to realize that we think too
much in a box.VWe draw a line down a paper and believe that
everything on one side of the list is always a positive action
while the other side is negative. It is hardly ever this clear-cut.
Somethings are generally positive, others generally negative.
But, despite the risks, decisions will always have to be made,
because nothing is inherently holy or mundane. It will always
depend on what we are doing with it.

Compensating For Our Lack Of Opportunities Resulting From The Virus

would like to share with my readers an email that was

recently sent out to my community.Although the particular

subject was Tefilla B'tzibbur, the message applies equally to
women as it does to men.

Now that we are davening without a
minyan, | would like to offer the following
thoughts.

If we are compromising on Tefilla B’tzibbur,
then we must do so in a manner that is
consistent with how we react to this virus
in general. Are we getting our nails done
outside of our homes? Are we going to the
stores for non-essentials? Are we shaking
hands with others? Are we sanitizing as
much as we should? Not Davening with
a Minyan is a statement. Make sure it's consistent with our
overall behavior or it becomes a lack for respect for Tefilla.

One last thought onTefilla. Even if justified, our Tefilla lacks from
what it has been until this point.VWe will miss Kaddish, Borchu,
Krias Hatorah, and Tefilla B’tzibbur. You must compensate for

"He wouldn't
inconvenience us unless
HHe renllt; had to. Even then,
it hurts Hashem more

than we imﬂgina. "

these losses. Daven slowly, without interruptions, look inside,
and try to be emotionally involved with your Davening.

If you will miss Krias Hatorah, then even more important
than it is during a regular week, you have a responsibility to
learn each week's Parsha with Rashi. (If
you haven’t been doing so until now, now
is a great time to begin. But don’t stop
once Minyanim resume). Compensate,
compensate, compensate.

On a general basis, if your Davening will be
|0 minutes shorter each day (plus travel
time), that time still belongs to Hashem.
Give it back to Hashem through the
currency of Torah.

If we follow the thoughts of these last few paragraphs, then
Davening without a Minyan becomes a part of our Avodah and
not a compromise.

My main goal in sending this email is to share with
everyone how | believe we should respond to this
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virus. There are some expected responses. Some agenda-
based organizations are using this to further their mission.

Others are happy we have a virus. Now, instead of self-
reflecting, they are certain that this is a sign that Moshiach
is coming. While Moshiach will be preceded by a worldwide
incident, worldwide incidents do not always lead to Moshiach.
In truth, every upheaval, potentially, is a catalyst for Moshiach.
It depends on how we, as a nation, react.

So, how should we react? My advice is always to look for
the most basic explanation or insight to help us change our
behavior.

The simplest message that | can embrace is that most people,
because they don’t have an accurate definition of humility,
Bitachon, and what it means to say Shivisi Hashem Lnegdi
Tomid (Hashem is always seen as being right in front of me),
believe that our levels are consistent with those that Hashem
expects of us. More accurately, we are completely unaware of
the extent to which we are failing in appropriate levels. Or, as
some of us prefer to think, “Sure, we're failing, but, come on,
you know how difficult my life is”.

We also believe we can take a lot for granted even though we
are failing in the above areas.VVe have a definition of what we
believe is the norm in a wide range of categories, such as what
is a minimal amount of Parnasah we can expect, a norm for
how much personal and family stability we can expect,and the
overall amount of control we can expect in our lives.

Hashem places a single virus in a single animal, or
person, and destroys the entire world's lives, economy,
and the belief in each of us that we can feel safe in our
own home and community. We have no right to take
anything for granted.

This should be humbling. We must think about what humbling
would mean in regard to how we think and how being humble
would affect our actions. We begin by practicing feeling
humbled, really so. We have no control over our lives and
no safe havens either. Who among us, from those who try to
translate every word in Davening ever paused by the word
Dever, plague. Plagues? Ve don’t do plagues! Sadly, now we do.
Are there any other areas we have taken for granted? If so, we
shouldn’t.

I remember when | lost a child. Children are supposed to
outlive their parents. Why? It is just how things happen. That
norm was shattered in my life. Now, | realize that, nope, it isn’t
a part of the list of my norms anymore. (May Hashem bless
each of us with long lives for ourselves and our children.) This
virus has shattered many other norms and will have served its
purpose if we realize that those norms which we may still take
for granted are not really norms.

I) So, the first effect of humility is that no matter how much

we take something for granted, it isn’t a norm.WVe are given it
as a gift but we have to Daven for it and we have to appreciate
it when it is given to us and not consider it as something we
have and has to be “taken away” from us. Instead, what was
given to us today may not be given to us tomorrow.

2) Humility should have an even more far-reaching effect on us.
We must stop getting upset at everyone and everything that
goes wrong in our day. It’s only possible to become upset if we
make multiple wrong assumptions of the norms in our lives. It
assumes we deserve something which we should now realize
we don’t.

It assumes that we are good enough observant Jews that we
can expect better treatment from others, since we are doing
our share with Hashem and people. It assumes we deserve
better. None of that is true because from here on a) we are
thinking more humbly than in the past and b) once again, it
assumes that norms exist when they don’t.

3) Much has been said about improving our Avodas Hashem in
the basic areas such asTefilla, Lashon Hara, etc.That is certainly
something to take seriously. | would like to not add to this, but
instead describe our responsibilities in a more foundational
manner.

We must increase the overall Shalom in Klal Yisroel and we
must begin in our homes.When humbled, it becomes an easier
task than otherwise and it is all that Hashem cares about.
Don’t concern yourself if someone is wrong. Don’t worry
about being mistreated. Just make Hashem's children happy
and ensure that all of us live peacefully together.

Once focusing on Shalom, it looks silly on our part to care
about increasing Shalom between all of Hashem's children
and not caring about Hashem. Make it your goal to increase
Shalom between you, your family, and Hashem.

Allow me to close with the following thought. Hashem
loves his children. He wouldn’t inconvenience us
unless He really had to. Even then, it hurts Hashem
more than we imagine. Since that is so, the solution is
simple.Act in a manner that Hashem doesn’t have to,
and, as simple as that, it will stop.

May we merit protection from this illness, all other illnesses,
and may we merit Hashem's divine protection.

RAMAPOSE
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Vayikra - A Study in Korbanos - Part 1
David Gurwitz

This article is being written on 21 Adar, which is the yahrtzeit of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk.
He lived two generations after the Baal Shem Tov and was the rebbe to most of the Chassidic
masters who followed him. Our youngest son was born on 21 Adar and we named him
Elimelech.

The sefer known as the Tanya is described as the guidebook for the group of Jews who fall
in the middle between tzadikkim and reshaim and are known as beinonim. This group
includes most of us.

The sefer Noam Elimelech, written by Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, has been described as the
Tanya's analogous guide to the tzaddikim, since it focuses on the role and power of the
tzaddik.

Rav Elimelech has several beautiful interpretations of the middle of the second posuk in
Parshas Vayikra: "Adam ki yakriv mikem korban laShem min habeheimah min habokor umin
hatzon takrivu es korbanchem - When a man from among you brings an offering to Hashem,
from animals, from the herd, and from the flock, you shall bring your offering.”

First, he says that Chazal explain in the Gemara (Chullin 5a) that “from among you” means
not all of you. Hashem has divided among you and not among the nations.

Second, this also means that someone who sacrifices himself to serve Hashem properly is
actually compared to a sacrificial offering.

Third, “not all of you” also means that we all serve Hashem differently.

The tzaddik serves in two ways. One is by eating in holiness. This is explained in the
Ramchal's Mesillas Yeshorim, which shows how the eating and drinking of tzaddikim are
analogous to sacrifices and libations on the mizbei’ach. The second way is through self
affliction.

The Arizal, in his comments to Parshas Vayikra, also shows how the offerings correspond to
eating, and the salting of /lechem is like salting the offerings. All the different worlds are
fixed. Offering salt fixes all minerals. Offering wine and oil fixes vegetables. Offering animals
fixes animals. Offering confessing fixes man. The kohein’s kavanah fixes the neshamah.
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Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ bemoans the fact that there is no translation of korban
that expresses the fact that it is not only not a sacrifice nor a giving up nor even an offering,
but something diametrically opposed to it. He explains that an offering assumes a wish, a
desire or a requirement for what is brought, for the one to whom it is brought, which is
satisfied by the offering, like a gift. However, a korban is never a present or a gift, but,
rather, it is used exclusively for man’s relation to Hashem - to come close and to be close.
It is to gain a higher sphere of life. The makreiv is looking for the main part of him to come
closer to Hashem. The four letter Name of mercy and love is used with korbanos. Not killing,
but life restoring. What does die is temporary. Otherwise, he is distant and will feel like a
beheimah. This is very powerful to contemplate.

The Ben Ish Chai also explains what we can learn from bringing knowledge of the animal
traits.

First, animals eat plain foods, sleep on the ground, and don’t show off expensive clothing.

Second, sinning distances oneself from Hashem. He interprets “from among you” as the
mundane matters, meaning the things that are like cattle, herds and sheep, in a good sense.
He explains that cattle teach us to burden heavy loads, like scholars. Herds, bokor, allude
to examining, as a storekeeper, all of one’s deeds. Sheep refers to children, who just keep
going and playing. These three ways allow us to come close - kirav is the rearranged letters
of bokor - to Hashem.

Third, the Ben Ish Chai says that the three categories of animals refer to food preparation
and eating, business, and labor, because sheep give off meat, milk and wool.

Tehillim 50 is the kappitel related to Parshas Vayikra, since it heavily discusses offerings.
Rav Hirsch comments on various pesukim, such as posuk 13: "Do I eat the flesh of bulls or
drink the blood of goats?” He explains that shlomim and olos are offerings which, unlike
chatas or ashamos, are brought voluntarily. If Hashem were to take pleasure in animal
slaughter as claimed by heathens, Hashem would not need voluntary contributions, since
everything is already His. Rather, the flesh to be offered should symbolize “the weakening
of the strength of our own muscles in the fire of the Law, in order to bring about that which
will find favor in Hashem'’s eyes. Offering of flesh and blood in the sacrificial act is todah, an
acknowledgement of what you owe Hashem and of what He requires of you. Every sacrifice
is also a neder, a vow, to make a living reality of our own deeds that which was symbolically
expressed by the ceremony.”

In effect, we must honor the pledge we make to Hashem with our offerings to change. How
do we do this?

The answer is alluded to in the little letter Alef in the word vayikra. Sefer Zera Kodesh
provides a beautiful allusion by explaining the following. Shir Hashirim’s “Pischi lee achosi -
Open your heart to me, my sister” means that we should open ourselves a little and Hashem
will open us a lot. Sefer Vayikra’s little Alef means that we should make ourselves a small
opening, and Hashem will do the rest. Alef spelled out - Alef, Lamid, Pey - is the roshei teivos
of "Pischi lee achosi.”
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Parashas Vayikra
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When a man among you brings an offering. (1:2)

Unlike pagan offerings and the “dogma” surrounding that
form of worship, korbanos which are mandated by Hashem are not
meant to influence the Almighty. Pagan sacrifice was meant to
appease their pantheon of gods and other imaginary idol figures.
Humans were taught to believe that by offering various forms of
sacrifices to the gods, they would succeed in dissipating his anger.
How fortunate are we that we have been blessed with minds that
comprehend that such an idea is ludicrous. When we distance
ourselves from Hashem through sin, we must seek an avenue of
return, a medium for narrowing the distance that we have created.
The Hebrew term korban is derived from karov, close / to come
close. Our goal (mission in life) is to come as close as possible to
Hashem. When we offer an animal on the Altar, we are, by our
actions, expressing our intention to bring our material side closer to
Hashem. Thus, the korban experience teaches us that we are to take
the physical/material base aspect of ourselves, and sanctify it to
Hashem. The esoteric aspect of korbanos is beyond the scope of this
dvar Torah.

A young man who had fought in the Vietnam War informed
his parents that, now that the war was over, he was coming home.
He had to address a few issues before he left, and then he would
come home. He added that he had a friend who was a war hero
who would be accompanying him as a house guest. Would they
mind?

The parents were excited to hear from their son and only
too happy to acquiesce to hosting his friend. He then explained to
his parents that he had “forgotten” to mention that his friend had
been seriously wounded in a heavy fire-fight, during which he had
been instrumental in saving his platoon. His face was badly
disfigured, and his leg was damaged. In addition, he suffered from
post-traumatic stress disorder. When the parents heard this, they
quickly recanted their invitation, opting instead to contribute to the
young man’s therapy.

Weeks passed, and after hearing nothing from their son,
they decided to visit the base where he was staying. When they
arrived, they were informed that no one by their son’s name either
was on active duty or had returned from Vietnam. Perhaps they
should inquire at the hospital. They visited the hospital and after
being directed from one staffer to another, they discovered that
their son was in the serious burns unit — refusing visitors. The
parents never give up. They went to the unit and demanded to see
their son. After all, they had just spoken to him a few weeks ago.
The physician in charge of his case said that it was precisely a few
weeks ago that their son had succumbed to a deep melancholy and
had refused to speak to anyone. They insisted that he allow them to
visit. The doctor added one condition: that they do not upset his
patient. They entered his room and took one look at their son, and
they realised why he was refusing to see or speak to anyone. He
was the imaginary friend whom they had refused to host. He was
feeling them out to see what their reaction would be to their son
who had been disfigured on the battlefield. They cried, they
pleaded. He would not listen. They explained that while they were
not prepared to host a stranger, their own flesh and blood was
always welcome, under any circumstances, regardless of his
condition.

End of hypothetical story. Hashem dispatches us to this
world, in which we must battle the yetzer hora, evil inclination.
Throughout life, the battle is severe, and we sustain a number of
serious hits. We fall prey to the wiles of the yetzer hora, and the sins
which we commit damage our spiritual persona. Our entire spiritual
image is disfigured, much like the soldier who had survived a fire-
fight with the enemy. As a result, we distance ourselves from
Hashem, figuring that that He would never welcome us back. What
we forget is that we are His children, and a Father never closes the
door on his children.

Hashem asks that we make the first move. This is the idea
behind korbanos. He wants to see if we are prepared to return, to
remember that He is a loving Father, and we are returning to our
rightful home, where we belong. We are ashamed. Our sins have so
disfigured us that we are no longer recognisable. Our identity has
changed. Perhaps it might make a difference to strangers. A father,
however, always welcomes his child home, regardless of his
transformation.

Today, we no longer have the ritual sacrifices that were
once offered in the Temple which is no longer extant. We still have
prayer. Let us plead to Hashem. The right words will open the door.
But we no longer know how to pray. “We have forgotten the words.
Hashem, now what should we do?” The Almighty replies, “Weep.
Tears will always pierce the Heavens.” Our Heavenly Father waits for
us to overcome our shame and return to Him. The light is on; the
door is open, but we must know and ask if we may enter. The
answer will be, “Yes.”

|22 DN 2P 1 DTN
When a man among you brings an offering. (1:2)

The word korban is derived from karov, close/near. A
korban brings us closer to Hashem. The Navi Hoshea (6:6) states,
“For | (Hashem) wanted chesed, acts of loving kindness, and not a
korban.” Chesed is being presented as being on par with korbanos,
but also as being better than korbanos. Chesed brings about
atonement, but chesed has an advantage that exceeds the korban
effect. Maharal (Nesivos Olam/Nesiv Gemilus Chassadim) explains
that chesed elevates a person, granting him a higher level of
spirituality, while a korban does not. As Horav Tzvi Kushelevsky,
Shlita, puts it: “Chesed elevates a person above his natural
earthliness by allowing him to emulate Hashem when he performs
kindness to others.” In other words, a korban atones; chesed causes
a person to grow. Furthermore, when one performs acts of chesed,
he achieves greater connectivity with Hashem. When one connects
with the Ruler of the kingdom, the forces that want to take him
down desist out of fear of offending the Ruler. So, too, when one
emulates Hashem by performing chesed, he becomes one of His
people. The forces of evil and impurity leave him alone.

The Maharal (Netzach Yisrael 36) writes that one who
attaches himself to Torah and chesed becomes untouchable. He
explains that evil cannot rule over someone who is attached to
consummate good. Torah is goodness in a non-physical sense, while
chesed is goodness in a physical, tangible sense. One who pursues
both—Torah and chesed — is impregnable. He will be spared from
the Chevlei, birth pangs, of Moshiach.

The yetzer hora, evil inclination, encourages us to do evil
because it is evil. Indeed, Hashem refers to the yetzer hora as evil
(Talmud Succah 52A). Chazal (Berachos 61B) compare the yetzer
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hora to a fly. Flies gravitate to the decayed, to the decomposed, to
the dirty objects. Flies are not attracted to clean, pristine objects.
Evil is attracted to evil; pure good is not a magnet for evil. It actually
makes sense. Evil seeks to blend in; thus, it is drawn to its own kind.
It distances itself from inherent good, because it attracts too much
attention.

The Rosh Yeshivah concludes with our mission statement:
Develop your goodness; increase your Jewish identity as a Torah Jew
by studying Torah and carrying out acts of loving kindness. [Torah
defines chesed as acts of loving kindness that adhere to Torah
guidelines. An activity might be “kind,” but still not necessarily
stand under the rubric of chesed.]

T2 AWK N2'TAN NN 2A'Winl DRI RDN! 12 Dl

So it shall be when he will sin and become guilty, he shall return the
robbed item that he robbed. (5:23)

The thief brings his guilt-offering only after he has
appeased the victim by returning the stolen goods. Hashem’s
forgiveness follows after the thief has made his peace with his
victim. Everyone wants to be observant, repent and return to good,
spiritual standing. Hashem is not interested in pardoning one who
has no respect for the feelings of his fellow Jew. Furthermore, one
who steals indicates that he has no faith in Hashem’s ability to
provide for his needs. By his very actions, such a person
demonstrates that he is more concerned with his own needs than
with the feelings of others. His guilt-offering is certainly not sincere.
Hashem responds only to heartfelt, sincere pleas for forgiveness.

Returning the stolen item is not always simple. First, one
may have spent or used it. Second, he originally took it because he
was in need. If the situation has not changed, to return it would
place him in greater need. The following story is inspiring and gives
us something to think about.

A young man was the product of an American modern,
Jewish background. (Shabbos was respected; his mother lit candles
before they went out for the evening; meat and dairy foods were
separated — at home; Yom Kippur was observed with the traditional
fasting; Passover consisted of a family Seder together, regardless of
the distance necessary to travel; integrity was paramount in the
marketplace; business ethics and moral integrity of all sorts were not
only preached, but adhered to; an elementary day school education,
followed by high school was mandatory, and then off to work.)
Upon his graduation from school, followed by marriage, this young
man’s father gave him start-up money to open his own business to
provide for his family. He chose to enter the Styrofoam /plastic cup
business. Apparently, everyone seemed to be earning a living in this
field. The problem was the competition. The larger, more successful
companies sold packaged multi-color cups, while his were standard
white or clear. The markup was not much; one had to sell high
volume in order to do well in this business.

The standard package was 150 cups per box. Due to the
heavy competition, he was forced to lower his prices just to remain
in business. This, of course, lowered his profit margin. One day, an
idea dawned on him: if he would put 149 cups in the box instead of
the 150, no one would notice. People did not open the package to
count the cups. The altered weight was so minimal that no one took
note. His profit margin was steadily rising. That one cup made quite
a difference. After three months, he realised that one more cup
(148) would not make a difference. No one noticed anyway. One
year after his package “altering” scheme began, he was selling 146
cups at the price of 150 and realising a healthy profit margin.

One year later, business was still good, but nothing like he
had expected. His primary profit margin was a lie, as he was selling
146 cups for the price of 150. His family was unaware of his
dishonesty. What people did not know did not hurt them — so he
thought. Life was changing in his Jewish community. People were
actually moving towards the right, towards greater religious
commitment and observance. His children’s school upgraded their
Jewish studies program, as did their synagogue. Now there were
adult outreach classes in which attendance was in vogue. Their

children were doing well; in fact, the entire family became much
more traditional. Their son asked to have his bar mitzvah celebrated
in Eretz Yisrael. The parents were not adverse to moving to the
right. It was change, but they felt that change was for the better.
The father attended minyan daily, and the mother attended Torah
classes. They decided to make their pilgrimage to Eretz Yisrael in
honor of their son’s bar mitzvah. This would be a trip with religious
meaning. Everything seemed to be moving in the right direction
(religiously). There still was one issue that gnawed at the father: The
cups he had been selling all of these years. His financial success was
based upon fraud. As he moved toward greater religious
commitment, he could no longer live with this lie. To this end, on
the last day of their trip, he asked the rabbi leading their tour if he
could arrange a meeting with a leading posek, halachic arbiter. He
had a question of serious halachic significance for which he required
guidance.

An appointment was made with the posek, pre-eminent
posek of the generation, Horav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zI. He sat
before Rav Elyashiv and related his business dealings of the last
years, how he had cheated his customers. What could he do to
repent? “l am aware that my customers are gentiles, but stealing is
stealing, regardless of the religion of the victim.” The Rav did not
immediately reply. He sat for a few moments ruminating over the
question. During this time, the questioner felt like digging a hole in
the ground below him and climbing in, so shameful and anxious was
he. Rav Elyashiv finally looked up and said, “What you did was
wrong. From now on, instead of putting 150 cups in the package,
you are to put 154 cups.”

The response troubled him; after all, who is to say that the
next customer was one of those who had earlier been a victim? The
tour director told him that one does not question Rav Elyashiv’s
decision. He accepted it and made up his mind that as soon as he
returned, he would insert four extra cups in every package. He knew
quite well that in the future he would be taking a loss on every
package of cups. On the other hand, he realised that he was
essentially returning the profit he had illicitly made over the years.
Four cups multiplied by 10,000 packages equals 400,000 cups, which
was a hefty sum. This is what he was about to lose.

His accountant could not figure out why, despite brisk
sales, the company was losing money. He obviously had no clue that
they were putting in four extra cups (when, in the past, they were
excluding four cups). The situation was becoming increasingly more
serious, to the point that one morning, following Shacharis, he broke
down in bitter weeping over his financial concerns. He did not go to
work that day, and instead he relied on his general manager to
attend to the orders. At 11:00 in the morning, Joe, his manager
called him and asked, “Where are you celebrating?” “What are you
talking about” he asked. “What am | celebrating?” “You mean that
you really do not know?” Joe asked. “You must come to the office
immediately. Regardless of your physical condition, drive or take a
taxi, but come down right away.” He had no desire to leave the
comfortable depression of his home. He wanted to sulk all day and
not speak with anyone, but Joe had insisted. He could not refuse
him.

He trudged into his office like one going to his own funeral.
He was not in a very good mood. Joe sat with the daily newspaper.
He held up an article which he wanted his boss to read. The article
was an expose of the plastic cup industry, in which the author wrote
that just about everyone was not supplying the correct amount of
cups. Some were missing one cup; others, two; with some excluding
up to seven cups. The one exception to this rule was Mr. Jacobs (our
hero’s name), who was exceptionally accommodating to his
customers. He was adding four cups to each package! He would
rather give extra than be short!

The rest of the story is to be expected. As a result of the
newspaper article (and Rav Elyashiv’s advice), business quadrupled.
Everyone bought only “Jacobs’ cups.” His business grew
exponentially, spreading to other products. Today, his children study
in the finest yeshivos. His home is strictly kosher. Tznius, modesty,
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and chesed, acts of loving kindness, are the hallmarks of his home,
all because he followed the advice of the gadol hador. His
repentance was sincere. His restitution was in accordance with the
psak of the gadol hador. He had erred, and repented. Hashem had
accepted his restitution.
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If an individual person from among the people of the land shall sin
unintentionally. (4:27)

The sin-offering of a yachid, individual, which is brought for
an inadvertent sin (for a mitzvah whose intentional prohibition
carries the punishment of Heavenly excision, kares), is always a
beast (female goat or sheep) and does not vary up and down (oleh
v’yoreid) according to the wealth or poverty of the one who sinned.
The Sefer HaChinuch explains the shoresh ha’mitzvah, root of the
commandment, as in all korbanos, to abase and bring the sinner to
humility over the sin which he committed. As Shlomo HaMelech
says in Mishlei (16:18), “Pride precedes destruction, and arrogance
comes before failure.” Humility is the greatest safeguard from
downfall. After all, when one holds himself to be low, he cannot fall
very far.

Sin brings one to humility. When Aharon HaKohen
approached the Mizbayach, Altar, and the opportunity to represent
Klal Yisrael in performing the service of the Golden Calf (from the
corners of the Mizbayach, keren — corner, keren — horn), the image
frightened and subdued him, because he had played a role in
creating the Golden Calf. It was certainly inadvertent and meant to
save the people, but, nonetheless, he felt responsible, and, as a
result, inadequate to represent the nation.

Moshe Rabbeinu took note of Aharon’s reluctance. He
understood the reason he was demurring. He heartened and
emboldened him, when he said, “Approach the Altar. Hashem
designated you (specifically), due to your reluctance, born of
humility.” One who is truly humble is best suited to serve Hashem,
to ascend the ladder of distinction. It was precisely because of
Aharon’s unpretentiousness that he was chosen to serve. Hashem
does not want a leader who is arrogant. A leader who is full of
himself has no room for his people.

Genuine spirituality can only flourish in a setting of
humility. The Baal Shem Tov teaches that when one is meek,
deferential, submissive — when he is not obsessed with himself - he
will more easily recognise and acknowledge that his existence is
fragile and that, without Hashem, he has absolutely no chance of
survival. Whatever success he might ever enjoy will always be
attributed to Hashem, because he knows that he alone is nothing.
Humility leads one to prayer, because without Hashem, he cannot
make it. Humility is authentic, or it is not humility. It is an approach
to living as a Jew, with the constant awareness that one submits
himself to a Higher Authority. Aharon HaKohen felt himself
imperfect. Thus, he was the perfect person to become Klal Yisrael’s
representative in the Mishkan.

Being aware of one’s fragility — both physical and spiritual -
sparks one to serve Hashem with greater sincerity and trust.
Everything that he does is genuine and meaningful. The Rav
HakKollel, Chief Rabbi of New York, Horav Yaakov Yosef, zI, was a
talmid chacham, Torah scholar, whose brilliance and erudition
catapulted him above all other candidates for the position of Chief
Rabbi. At the time, he was the de-facto Rav of Vilna. Sadly, his
tenure was marred by much strife, since not all of the fifteen most
prominent shuls to have originally supported him could maintain
harmony with regard to their selection. Indeed, Rav Yosef was
accorded great honour only twice during his tenure: When he
arrived, to the outstanding welcome of 100,000 people, and
fourteen years later at his funeral, which was attended by an
estimated 120,000 people.

During his last year, the Chief Rabbi spent most of his time
in seclusion, suffering from depression, as a result of the merciless
diatribe fomented by his antagonists and the early onset of
Alzheimer’s disease. He was only fifty-nine years old. On Shabbos

Shuvah of that year (1902), he asked to deliver the traditional
drasha, lecture, which focused on repentance, character refinement
and mitzvah observance as a prerequisite for the yemei ha’din, days
of judgment.

Having been out of the public eye for some time, the
announcement of his first public drasha brought out a huge crowd
to the Bais Medrash HaGadol of the Lower East Side. He donned his
tallis (a tradition before delivering the drasha), ascended to the
bimah, lectern, and began with the opening words: “The Rambam in
Hilchos Teshuvah..” He stopped, as the greatest fear (of any
speaker) was realised: he forgot what he wanted to say. Here stood
before them one of the most brilliant minds of the generation, a
man who once had the entire Talmud and Codes at his fingertips,
who was well-versed in all areas of Torah scholarship, and he could
not remember what he wanted to say.

The Chief Rabbi waited a few (long) moments, composed
himself and began to speak. “Morai v’Rabbosai, the drasha which |
had planned to deliver has sadly slipped my mind. However, there is
one thought | would like to share with you. The Mishnah says,
“When Rabbi Yehudah HaNassi died, anavah, humility, passed (with
him. There was no one who was so humble as Rebbe). Rav Yosef
said, ‘This is not true, for | am still alive!” (In other words, Rav Yosef
said, concerning himself, 1 am still alive, and | will wear the mantle
of humility.””).

“Is this humility, for Rav Yosef to declare concerning
himself that he is humble? We must keep in mind the fact that Rav
Yosef, who was the leader of the generation, and the Rebbe of Rava
and Abaya, became blind during his old age and forgot his learning.
His students, Rava and Abaya, were constantly reminding him of his
teachings. Thus, Rav Yosef was intimating that, as long as he was
alive, he was a living example of why a person should never be
arrogant about his self-worth. For what is man? A frail, sad, helpless
mortal, who, at any moment can lose everything, when his physical
and/or mental faculties cease to function.

“How can a human being think that he is ‘something’?
Humility has passed? Take one look at me. 7 forgot my drasha! Is
there any more compelling and poignant drasha than this? When
one looks at me, he sees the frailty and fragility of a human being!”

Need we say more?

Va’ani Tefillah

NV MW NTIAY T'AN [IX? "N
U’sehi I’'ratzon tamid avodas Yisrael Amecha
May the service of Your People Yisrael always be favorable to You.

In this context, avodah, service, does not refer to the
korbanos, offerings, that comprised the service in the Bais
HaMikdash. Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, explains that we substitute
our tefillos, prayers (U’neshalmah parim sefaseinu, “Let our life
substitute for bulls,” Hoshea 14:3.) We ask Hashem that He fully
accept our humble prayers.

We do not understand the esoteric nature of korbanos, nor
are the sanctuaries in which we pray in any way comparable to the
kedushah, sanctity of the Bais HaMikdash. Nonetheless, we ask
Hashem that He accept avodas Yisrael, our tefillah for the return of
Kiddush Hashem to the world. Only a return of Kiddush Hashem will
dissipate and remove the chillul Hashem that prevails presently in
the world.

In order for this to occur, we / all of Klal Yisrael must first
recognise His Name. Once that takes place, the rest of the world will
follow our example. After all, we really cannot expect the current
morally bankrupt society in which we live to accept what so many of
our co-religionists refuse to acknowledge. So, we pray for them and
for us. That’s what brothers do.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / UK 0208 420 4821
or e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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1:1 “in "7 12T Lnwn IR Xt
X7 TYIN 70KNn”
“And He (Hakodosh Boruch
Hu) called to Moshe, and
Hashem spoke to Moshe from the Ohel Moed,
saying.” The 'X from the word, “xj7'” is small.
Why? Additionally, why does the Posuk first
say, “nun "X X1’ — That He called out to
Moshe, and only then tell us Who the He is,
“7 12T1” — that it was Hashem speaking to
him, as opposed to telling us immediately,
“7x 12T ,nwn 72X T X1 — that Hashem called
out to Moshe, and He spoke to him?
The 'X from the word, “x1j1” is small.
We know that first we have to awaken down
here, and then we are assisted from Above.
We inherently cannot accomplish anything on
our own and need help from Above. However,
we must show that we really want it, and then
we are helped from Above. The Gemara in
Shabbos 104a says, “ImIxX ['v''on ,2n07 Xan 75” —
“All who come to purify themselves, they are
given assistance”. This means that one needs
to take the first step and want to become
purified, then he is helped. That is why the
Posuk says here, “nwn 7x X'’ and then says,
“I"78 T 2T — meaning that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu first wanted Moshe to want. It says in the
Seforim Hakdoshim, that really there is a step
prior to us awakening ourselves, and that we
need assistance from Above before we can do
anything, but that initial assistance is hidden
from us. We see this concept relating to rain,
where we know that the rain comes from
below. This part we see, but what we do not
see what happens first which is that we need
the heat of the sun to evaporate the water from
below, and make it go heavenward. “%17 ma
D'21IY D' 1Y NINIXIE QN 0N DI 792 DRI —
“Every day a Bas Kol comes out from Har
Chorev and says, return O’ wayward sons.”
The Zohar Hakodosh explains that this is done
because in order for one to accomplish
anything on this world, he first needs
Hisororos from Shomayim — however that first
step of Hisororos is hidden. Hence — while we
may know in theory that a Bas Kol comes out
every day from Har Chorev telling us to do
Teshuva, in reality, we do not hear it. We are
receiving Hisororos from Above, but it is
hidden. This applies to all that we do, in that
we are first receiving Hisororos from Above
which is hidden, then we do Hisororos down
here, and we are assisted from Above to
accomplish those good things. “nwn 72x X" —
The first step is Hakodosh Boruch Hu calling
out to Moshe; there is Hisororos from Above.
However, the 'X is small to represent that
while there is Hisororos from Above, it is not
seen — meaning that it is 1j', it appears to be
happenstance, and not directly from Above. It
says in Avos 6:2 “nn nxxI* 717 N2 oo oA
7¢ N12%n NIMa%? on7 IR NONIRE ITdNAE Q1IN
mn” — “Each and every day as a Bas Kol
comes out from Har Chorev and announces:
Woe to them, to mankind, because of their
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Hidden Awakenings

insult to the Torah!” The Ba’al Shem Tov asks,
if people do not hear this Bas Kol, then what
is the purpose in it being announced? It is
important for us to know that the
announcement is being made daily, but we are
not to hear it. That is the Hisororos coming
from Above which is hidden from us, but if we
know that there is Hisororos coming from
Above, this should cause us to be Misorer, and
then we will be Zoche to assistance from Above
and achieve our goals of Avodas Hashem. (x
ANIAN Mo)

Why is the '% in the word, “Nxjp”
small? The word should be read as, “'N — "
meaning that every person who is honored
through the Torah Hakdosha, must make
himself like the small Aleph — he must humble
himself. Chazal tell us that one should not use
the Torah Hakdosha as a crown upon his own
head to make himself great. (nmox 1327)

The reason that the Posuk does not
say, “nun 7x 'T XK1’ — and Hashem called to
Moshe, is perhaps because when Hakodosh
Boruch Hu called out to Moshe, Moshe did not
know Who was calling out to him. Moshe
didn’t know that it was Hakodosh Boruch Hu
until He spoke to him, thus the Posuk then
says, “172711.” Rashi tells us that only Moshe
Rabbeinu heard the voice of Hashem while the
rest of Klal Yisroel did not. There is nothing
in between the word, “xpv” and “nwn X’
which tells us that this was direct to Moshe
Rabbeinu without anyone else hearing it.
(90w "inn)

Had the Posuk said, “,nun 78 "1 X
1"78 72T1” — then the calling would have been
construed as an independent act, separate
from the speaking. However, now that the
Posuk says, “712711 ,nwn 7x% x1'1” the Torah is
teaching us that the Hashem’s calling to
Moshe is connected to His speaking, and
serves to define its character: Hashem called
and spoke to Moshe — the speech was initiated
by a call to Moshe. This teaches us that
Hashem’s word to Moshe was addressed to
Moshe. This comes specifically to refute those
who would potentially distort Hashem’s
revelation to Moshe, as if it were a revelation
arising from within Moshe’s own heart, as if it
were merely a man’s spirit, taking place
within man; as though the Jewish religion
were like all other religious phenomena in the
world — that it too is merely a phase in the
development of the human spirit. But this is
very much not the case. Rather, as it says in
Shemos 33:11 “Iny1 7R Wx 12T WK — “As the
word of one man comes to another.” As the
word spoken by one man to another derives
solely from the mind of the speaker and is in
no way the product of the thought of the
listener, for the word that is heard is not
produced inside the listener. He contributes
nothing to its creation. So too, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu’s word to Moshe was His word
alone. It did not derive from within Moshe,

but came to him from outside, calling him,
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interrupting and rousing him from his own
thoughts, so that he would concentrate on
listening to what Hashem wished to say to
him. This call, which came before Hashem
spoke to Moshe, precludes the idea that His
word was preceded by some process taking
place within Moshe. It distinguishes Hashem
alone as the Speaker and Moshe merely as a
listener. Moshe did not in any way cause the
words of Hashem to be as they were, nor did
he have any idea beforehand what Hashem
would say to him. The word came to him from
outside as a purely historical event, something
that he was the recipient of. Perhaps this is
the what Chazal tell us about the difference
between the Nevuah of Moshe and Bilam.
Sifre Devorim 34:10 “ 2™ mn yTir n'n X7 nwn
1Y 12T MAR VTP NN YA, INY DAY TY Iy’ —
“Moshe did not know when Hashem would
speak to him, until He spoke to him, while
Bilam knew when Hashem would speak to
him.” The Sifre is stating the point above, that
Bilam’s Nevuah was always preceded by a self-
induced state of ecstasy, which was not the
case with Moshe’s Nevuah. Perhaps this is
also why there is a small 'x at the end of the
word, “NIp1” to allude to the lack of
preparation which distinguished the Nevuah
of Moshe Rabbeinu. nwn 7x 171 — with the
small 'X, meaning that it was a very weak
“calling” for Moshe did not need to prepare for
it, for Hashem’s word came to Moshe as
something that happened to him, unforeseen
from the start. (w70 890 lwnY )

Now we can understand why there is
a small ' in the word, “‘x3p'1,” and, why the
Posuk first says, “nwn 78 xjp1” — That He
called out to Moshe, and only then tell us Who
the He is, ““1 7a1” — that it was Hashem
speaking to him. We must know that in truth
we cannot accomplish anything on our own, we
first need there to be Hisororos from Above.
However, that Hisororos is not apparent to us,
though it is something we must know. We
must seek to create Hisororos down here, and
then we are helped from Above. But again —
we must not take credit later for anything we
accomplish by saying that
understand we were helped from Above, but
we first created the Hisororos down here. The
small 'R is to remind us to always remain
humble, and recognize that the Hisororos
always begins from Above. nwn 7X X', the
Name of Hashem is not here, for this was the
first step of Hisororos from Above, which is not
apparent. Moshe did not know that it was
Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who was calling out to
him until He began to speak to him. Moshe
was unassuming, and did not need to prepare
for Nevuah due to his elevated status of
Ruchniyos. May we be Zoche to recognize that
we are constantly being helped from Above,
and that we do our part in creating Hisororos
down here so that we are in fact helped from
Above to accomplish and achieve great levels
of Ruchniyos.

while we
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A TIMELY MESSAGE CONCERNING CORONA VIRUS

DOVID HAMELECH'S LYRE AND ITS CALL FOR TESHUVAH

The gemarah (Berachos 3b) says

oYW 7Y 71Ina POV MY 77 TR POR? 13372132 D2WIN N°11DX 177 K2 79°% NI¥n yAnw 121117 SW INwRH 75YRY 1190 1° 1110 X701 1I¥NY 27 IR
mnwn Y

Dovid Hamelech had a lyre that hung above his bed and when midnight came, a northern wind would blow on its strings causing
it to play. Immediately Dovid would get up and learn Torah until dawn. What is the deeper meaning in this Chazal and how does
it pertain to us today during our challenging tzara?

Night time is not as productive as the daytime. In the day the middas chesed prevails in contrast to at night it is the middas
hadin that takes over. Nighttime is when darkness reigns and evil permeates (Tehillim 104,20) 2v' In'n 22 wnn 12 that at night
all the mazikim and negative forces emerge and roam. Midnight is the darkest time of night.

Chazal inform us that sleeping is 1/60 of death. When a person is in this state of sleep he loses his bechirah, his clarity is
compromised, his senses are not focused, and reality is distorted with fantasies. The phenomenon is that people can be wide
awake and appear as fully functioning individuals, however they are fast asleep. As the Rambam writes that the blasts of the
shofar on Rosh Hashanah is to wake up people from our sleep and slumber in order to recognize the one and only reality
Hashem, and better our ways.

Just imagine a person who has fallen to the point where he is spiritually sleeping 24/7 and every minute that he is awake he
lives and functions with the darkness of midnight. His craving for physical pleasures has caused him to be devoid from any
spirituality and life values, and he has become narcissistic and selfish with his sole focus on his body. Is there any hope for such
an individual to turn around and return to Hashem? The answer is Yes by the 1112 of Dovid Hamelech.

Dovid Hamelech was the representative of all Klal Yisrael as the lashon of the Rambam says 78 w' 7nj7 75 27 127 (Rambam H.
Melachim 3,6). His heart embodied the heart of everyone in Klal Yisrael. Being so, his task is to stir everyone to teshuva even
the worst rashah. As Chazal say (Moed Katan 16b) Dovid taught that teshuvah applies to every Yid.

72Wwn YW vy D°PRWw "W 12 717 OX] Sy 02377 9227 OR1Y °W° 72 717 ORI 2°N2T °R1 [N11° °27 X °1n0n1 72 SRIAW °37 IR

D77 93 °NIR ARTP? 0AY 77 032% 71 107 °1 2°N0T AWV INIRY PIRT PRIV R’ 729p2 991 7291 2°n0T (YA N2) Awyn INIRD MR T RY 27 797 A2y
T HER 793 19 0IR TN RUA ORY T2 1Y WY 07 XOX

Therefore Dovid woke up every night at chatzos, midnight, in order to wake up in his heart even the rasha who is constantly
living his life in the midnight darkness.

He awoke by the northern wind playing on his 1112 over his bed. The Shelah Hakadosh writes that the letters of 112 spell 215 a
furnace referring to Mitzrayim which is called 7112n 11D, and the letter 1 which symbolizes the 50 levels of tumah that was in
Mitzrayim a"k. We saw from Mitzrayim that Am Yisrael were redeemed at the last second lest they would fall into the fiftieth
level of tumah without the possibility of ever leaving Mitzrayim. However, the Ohr Chaim writes that this impossibility only
existed before Matan Torah but after the giving of the Torah even one who finds himself in the fiftieth level, the light of the
Torah can extricate him from his dark matzav. It was the 1113 which symbolized Yetzias Mitzrayim whose tachlis was Matan
Torah that breathed a new ruach into those that have fallen into the darkest part of night enabling them as well to be awakened
from their slumber even in the fiftieth level of tumah.

RAMAPOST AInannl
NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! BalabllY) 12 YND'N 5N DA NdOYN . .

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



T , )
aphnl [

PARSHA WITH et

YESHIVA ZEEV HATORAH www.zeevhatorah.org

For sponsorship and to subscribe please email Yaakov@zeevhatorah.org

That is why Dovid Hamelech learned Torah right away after his awakening to show that even in the level of the lowest tumah,
the Midnight Yid, one can still return to Hashem through Torah.

1112 is gematriah 11y which is a blind person. The rasha is tantamount to being a spiritual N1y who cannot see the light of Hashem
which gives one the true meaning and purpose of existence. The 111D contains the letters of 12-2 which means "like a candle" as
the passuk says (Mishlei 20,27) DTX nnwa N 7. Furthermore, 111 is the letters of 11 1" which is the gematria nua 11, The
1110 is a wake up call to arouse even in the rasha to recognize that he has contrary to his opinion, a neshama a "Pintele Yid" no
matter how deep he fell and therefore he too can do teshuvah. The "Midnight Yid" is one who is blinded by the material
pleasures of this world, and his yetzer harah took charge of every beat in his heart. n'z'T¥ "2T 9701 D™MON ' WNY' TNIWN 1.
This is hinted by the northern wind because the north is where materialism flows forth. The Shulchan in the Beis Hamidkash
was situated in the northern side as it symbolizes the shefa of the lechem hapanim which brings sustenance for the body. The
rasha has let the craving for increasing physical pleasures to take over his life.

By this northern wind playing on the lyre, it symbolized that with a commitment to change, even the rasha can receive a new
ruach and change his direction from being pulled and driven to physical objects, and start gravitating towards Hashem.

Sometimes Hashem brings on other events in order to wake us up abruptly from our deep slumber infusing within us a new
ruach of hisorrerus in order to stir us to change our ways and come closer to Him. Unfortunately, He sent us the Corona Virus
Covid 19. However fortunately the Corona is our heavenly sent 1120 which demonstrates that Hashem is still concerned with us
as we are His children. This idea that the Corona Virus has the same mission as the 1112 is found in the very word 2133 which also
spells 21MD Corona (with the vowel of kamatz under the letter nun). This indicates that 2D like the 112D is an instrument which
is designed specifically to save ourselves from the 1 levels of tuma. This virus can be compared to the n119% NN which is also
invisible and hidden from the naked eye. The word [19¥ itself means concealed. The nin*7w of the Corona is to strum on the
strings of our hearts to awaken us from our sleeping imaginations and pursuits of utter nonsense in order to connect to the
creator of our neshamos. Dovid Hamelech had programmed this scenario before us thereby giving us the strength to follow in
his example.

Our present matzav beckons us to daven to Hashem with the tefillah of Dovid Hamelech who beseeched Hashem to send him
172 WUTN 121 RN DR Y7 X120 17, Rabbe Yehudah Halevi in one of his poems wrote 1'% 111> IX | am a lyre to to
the song of Yerushalyim at the time of the geulah. | am not the poet nor the composer but rather the 111D expressing its song.
Likewise the 111D of Dovid Hamelech and the north wind were expressing Dovid's song and longing for every Yid to do teshuvah
and replace their spirits with a 121 .

The last pandemic was the Spanish Flu in 1918-1920. It infected 500 million people about 1/4 of the world's population at that
time. Nearly a hundred years later we are experiencing a more powerful pandemic with the foreseeable possibility of higher
numbers of deaths but B'ezras Hashem with our teshuvah it will be less catastrophic. With the passing of almost one hundred
years up until this new plague, we can presently see more signs of the imminent coming of Moshiach. | would venture to say
that at the present time we hear not only his footsteps approaching, but he is so close that we can hear even his heartbeat
knocking at our doors. Hashem is calling us to react to the sounds of Dovid Hamelech's 111D strings with a full teshuva, and
thereby attune the rhythm of our heart beats with that of Dovid Hamelech so we can finally welcome Moshiach Ben David 1"1x.

Gut Shabbos
Rav Brazil
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