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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

we experienced after the Churban Bais Sheini (see Ramban
Vayikra 26:16) with no present relief, the Torah attributes our
suffering to an unlikely suspect.

R eading and shuddering through the ninety-eight “kellolas" that

“Because you didn’t serve Hashem your God % 1m 25 mom nmnwa
with gladness and with goodness of heart out of our abundance of
everything”. We served but not with Simcha does not seem to warrant
such incredulous torment. What is it that Hashem wanted and wants
from us?

The Rambam (Chanukah 3:6) in explaining why we do not say Hallel
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur writes; because they are days of
Teshuva, awe and concern, nvm amnw 1 X»1-not days of extra Simcha.
We all know that the Rambam measured every word he wrote and we
need to understand and know the Simcha he mandates within limits.
How are we to define this Simcha and how are we expected to employ it
in a modified form on Rosh Hashana?

A window into Simcha is taught by the Ozrover Rebbe in a lengthy
Maamar in his Baer Moshe that is a must read anytime of the year
but especially now. He quotes the Baal HaTanya (Likutei Torah
Tazria s.v Sos Tasis) that the Kelalas undoubtedly came as a result of
our varied Aveiros-because no man is perfect- m yaxa prv px' - but
had we performed the Mitzvos with Simcha it would have generated
a heightened level of Simcha for Hashem and thereby removed the
Midas HaDin. The Simcha of the Mitzva could have spared us from
the relentless suffering and persecutions. Hafleh V’feleh. The Mishna
(Avos 4:2) states: myn myn 10w, which is typically understood to mean
that the reward for a Mitzva is that another Mitzva will follow it. The
Rlav (Bartnenura) suggests that it refers to the Simcha that accompanies
the performance of a Mitzva where the Simcha itself is a Mitzva in and
of its own merit. Doing a Mitzva with Simcha is therefore counted as
two Mitzvos.

The Maharsha (Taanis 22A) writes about the two “Batchonim” that
Eliyahu Hanavi tagged as being “Bnei Olam Habba” because by making
people happy they eased the pain of Hashem-the Tzar HaShechina-that
suffers with every single Yid in discomfort.

The Baer Moshe then quotes Rav Chaim V’tal (Shaar HaKedusha IT Shar
4) that sadness prevents service of Hashem, prevents real Davening and
just throws us off our plan towards greatness. He writes, that this is the
method of the Yetzer Horah to divert even the greatest Tzaddik. Rav
Chaim V’tal in an illuminating insight points out that sadness is the
product of Chet as we find by the first sin of man. After Chet, woman
was punished by (Bereishis 3:16) 022 *15n 2¥pa 9:9m nayy nx nan - 1
will greatly increase your suffering and your pregnancy in pain shall
you bear children, and man was told his livelihood would become naxya
T7n e 5 mboxn - through suffering you shall eat of it all the days of
your life. He takes note of the first usage of the word avy in the Torah
indicating that having to suffer periods of sadness is a byproduct of sin.
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What emerges from the above is that man was created with a healthy
capacity for Simcha, living an accomplished life in Avodas Hashem. That
was the purpose of man’s creation, to fulfil m5pa inan nn and to revel
with the joy of that accomplishment. The advent of sin transformed
him into a victim of a discouraged and disheartened life.

Teshuva is very often, very erroneously translated as repentance.
Teshuva means to return, return to the way of life before Chet. 1w wn
o7pa . The Rambam, B’lishono Hazahav, describes the transformation
that Teshuva creates- like a before and after portrait- a new person
literally. He writes (Teshuva 7th Perek) Rosh Hashona and Yom Kippur
are the days of Teshuva. They are days of creation where the Segulas
Hazman as Meforshim say is to be able to recreate oneself. Days where
we can return to the pre-Chet days of Odom and Chava, freed from
the shackles of sadness- Etzev and allowed to revel in the Simcha of
dedicating ourselves to serve the Melech Malchei HeMelochim.

Perhaps that is the Simcha and the joy we feel when we do what we
should be doing. Yerushalayim is called yaxi 52 wiwn, the happiest place
in the world. The Midrash (Tetzaveh 36:1) explains; a person would enter
(Yerushalayim) concerned over his sins- anxious about his behavior, he
would then bring a Korbon and thereby gain atonement. He did what
was right and was suddenly overcome with joy. The Gaon explains that
Sukkos is Zman Simchaseinu because it follows the Kappara of Yom
Kippur. Ultimately, freedom from Chet and all it ensues brings Simcha.

I remember when as a Yungerman in Lakewood we were called upon
to take over the “Chevrah Kadishe” (not the most appealing job in
the world). I still vividly recall the feeling we had after our first few
“Taharas’- knowing we did the right thing (despite our denying feeling
squeamish) and somehow appreciating that it set another brick into
our character building. The real Simcha is not frivolous, spirited levity
or walking around in a clown costume (which sometimes helps us to
break out of a mood Chitzonius-external actions can positively affect
us internally) but doing things that are real and helps us get to our goal
Besimcha Rabba. We need to realize every mitzvah is a step to that goal
and needs to be done Besimcha.

The Reishis Chochma (Shar Hateshuva 6) says a startling Chiddush:
doing teshuvaisamitzvah ANDIT TOO MUST BEDONE BESIMCHA.
All Mitzvos are the road to achieve the purpose of man’s creation. While
traveling that road, like the joy we experience on the way to a pleasure
filled vacation, obliges us to delight in the trip. Rosh Hashana allows us
the opportunity to resume our quest for a significant, meaningful life,
freed from the clouds of Chet. This may be the Rambams source for
the Simcha on Rosh Hashana, despite the fact that it depends on how
powerful a commitment we make. To really start again-n>wyn wrn to
bring Simcha to our lives and to The Melech.

May we all be Zocheh.

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yiss

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the
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Blessed are you in your coming and blessed shall you AE¥DR
be in your going (28:6) 1”;Wﬂn :’ﬂ .
We mostly recognize this blessing in our parsha in relation to — —
Succos. There, we post a sign at the entry ‘Blessed are you in your

coming’ and on the way out ‘Blessed shall you be in your going’. 'YAIN T 2 1fun nayn ain 'y 11y fapna!’
However, most amazingly, Rashi explains this bracha in an ‘One who takes on the yoke of Torah, the yoke of
entirely different way: That your departure from the world responsibility is removed from him’

should be without sin, like your coming into the world. This is a Baruch Hashem, we had twins. | sent my wife to rest and

wonder! Who can testify about himself that he is free of sin just
like he was when he entered the world? It states in Koheles (7:20)
'NON' X701 210 YWY AWK YR 27T 'R DTR D' = ‘For there is no
man so wholly righteous on earth that he does good and never

recuperate in a Rest Home for eight days at no small cost. |
submitted the forms to Kupat Cholim [national health
insurance] for participation and reimbursement, but the
money was not coming. The next day withdrawals would be

sins’?

The answer to this is found in Avos D’Rebbe Nosson (First Nusach made at the bank and if the refund money was not deposited,
15:4): ‘Rebbe Eliezer ben Hurkanus would tell his students to they would not honor the checks that | had already written.
repent one day before they died. They said, “But does a person | called the insurance and asked what was holding up the
know when he will die to do Teshuva?” He told them: “Every day money?

a person should say, ‘Today | am doing Teshuva for perhaps They said that they were missing one receipt from the Rest
tomorrow | will die.” Thus, he will spend his whole in Teshuva.” Home which was holding back the funds. | told the

We are reminded of this by another posuk in Koheles (9:8) 702’
‘D17 T2 't Ny - ‘Let your garments always be white’, and
we have to understand how to achieve this.

This is how the Rambam begins Hilchos Teshuva: ‘All the mitzvos
in the Torah, whether positive or negative, if a person
transgresses one of them, whether intentionally or inadvertently,

representative that | would ask the Rest Home to send it by
fax or email, but the representative said that they needed the
original.

Now, | did not know what to do, as | live in Beitar and | would
have to go to Telz-Stone in time and | needed to take care of

when he does Teshuva and returns from his sin, he must confess my daily learning, and yet, if | do not take care of it, tomorrow
before Kail Baruch Hu, as it states (Bamidbar 5:6-7) nWN IN U'X' all my checks would be returned.

'IYY TUKR DNXON DX ITINNL ...DTRN DIXRON 721 1IWY' D — ‘A man or | decided that first, | would learn with my steady chavrusa,
woman who commits any of man’s sins... shall confess their sin and afterwards | would try to figure things out.

that they committed’, this is confession which is a positive | got to my chavrusa who pushed me to start learning right
mitzvah.’ away since he had to leave in fifteen minutes to his wife in a

Based on this, anyone with understanding realizes that it is
impossible to stand on the last day of the year and do Teshuva
for the entire previous year. A person cannot describe every
detail that happened over the course of the previous year. To

Rest Home.
| immediately asked him if he could get the receipt for me. He
told me that he was not sure since he had to be back by 1:15

this, Rebbe Eliezer ben Hurkanus has advice, ‘Every day a person to get his son from gan [kindergarten].

should say, “Today, | am doing Teshuva”’. It states in the Zohar | offered to get his son from gan since he was together with
HaKadosh that every night before a person goes to sleep, he my son in gan and this will give him more time and he will be
should do an introspection for all his deeds of that day. He should able to visit his wife calmly and even have lunch without
do Teshuva and ask for mercy for them. We see that true Teshuva rushing!!!

does not begin on Erev Rosh Hashanah, rather, we must set aside He was very pleased with the offer and of course, this helped

time every day to do an introspection and do Teshuva. Whoever
accustoms himself to this, then even on Erev Rosh Hashanah he
must do Teshuva, but just for one day...

- Tiv HaTorah —Ki Savo

me get the receipt. This is how we sat and learned calmly, our
learning seder was not shortened or rushed. Baruch Hashem
everything worked out fine.
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A vessel to hold blessing
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It shall be that if you listen to the voice of Hashem, your G-d, to
keep, to perform all of His commandments that | command you
this day, then Hashem, your G-d, will make you supreme over all
the nations of the earth. (28:1)
We learned in the Gemara (Berachos 40a) ‘R’ Zeira, and some say
it was R’ Chinana bar Papa, said: Come and see how unlike the
characteristic of HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the characteristic of man
of flesh and blood. The characteristic of flesh and blood is that an
empty vessel can hold what is poured into it, whereas a full one
cannot hold any more. However, in regard to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, it is not like that. A full vessel [meaning a person filled with
Torah] can hold even more, whereas an empty vessel [meaning a
person devoid of Torah] cannot hold spiritual matters. As it is
stated (Shemos 15:26) 'vnun vimw oX MmxX'l' — ‘And He said: If
listening you will listen’, if you will listen at first, you will listen yet
again. But if you do not listen at first, you will not listen later
either. Another explanation: If you will listen to the old [that is, if
you review what you have learned], you will listen to the new. oI’
227 1o — ‘But if your heart turns away’ [from reviewing], X7'
'vnwun - ‘you will not listen later.’
Rashi explains: A full vessel —a wise man. If you will listen — if you
listen the first time, you will listen a subsequent time. If you will
listen to the old — if you reviewed and reviewed again.
The difference between the two versions is quantity and quality.
The first explanation speaks about quantity. Once we know that
the characteristic of HaKadosh Baruch Hu is that a full vessel can
still hold more, then it is incumbent on the person to prepare his
vessel to be a receptacle for blessing. He does this by increase his
listening to and knowledge of Torah. The more he prepares his
vessel to hold, the more knowledge it can contain. The second
explanation speaks about quality. The more a person reviews his
learning, the more his understanding will increase. The result will
be that even something new will be held due to his increased
understanding and clarity. We find that there really is no
distinction between the two expositions. Both intend the same
thing, the preparation to receive is dependent on what was
already put in the vessel. According to this, the expression
‘another explanation’ is difficult, since it only repeats the
aforementioned thought, and it does not introduce anything new.
Perhaps we can say that Chazal intended the second explanation
to explain how to achieve the first explanation. They did not
intend the words ‘another explanation’ to change the first
explanation. Their intent was to just show that the complete
explanation is hinted at in the very posuk. What emerges from the
first explanation is: An empty vessel does not contain anything. If
so, the person can ask regarding the advice given to him, if when a
person is born, he is an empty vessel that does not contain
blessing, then how does the first listening help? This too will not
make an impression. Had he been born with some dvar Torah
absorbed in his limbs, then he would have been able to absorb
more and more knowledge, but since he was empty to begin with,
what does the initial listening help and why does he merit
additional knowledge through it? The second explanation comes
to say: True, the very listening will not be absorbed in the limbs of
the person without effort, he will still remain an empty vessel
which does not contain. If he does not receive the teaching by
listening, then the very difficulty is the key to listening. In the
merit of listening, knowledge will be etched in and make an
impression. He will then have the desire on his own and come to
listen a second and third time.

It is only after the Torah makes an impression will he innocently
recognize its light, and only then will he stand on the straight path,
and he will crave to go in its straight paths.

This is the intent of ‘If you will listen to the old, you will listen to the
new’, the nature of a person is that he always wants to hear new
things. Once it is considered old news, he is no longer interested in it.
To this Chazal come to let us know that if the person wants to acquire
more understanding all the new lessons, then he must force himself
to review the old lessons again and again. This forced review will
increase clarity in the old learning, and the result will be that he will
acquire learning points that will illuminate the way for him in the
future with new understanding. The very fact that the new
understanding is dependent on the old is already known from the
first explanation. The second explanation only comes to teach the
way to make the initial acquisition. The general rule is ‘the way to
sweeten something bitter is with something bitter’. So long as the
person is not introduced to Torah, he has no desire for it at all. Even
if he is informed by books and authors that there is no pleasure in the
world like the enjoyment of Torah, he will not believe it. As long as he
has not merited the taste of Torah it will seem to him that it is only a
burden, a hard yoke. To this we tell the person, ‘Force yourself just
once, and then you will be able to partake of its pleasantness and
sweetness.” Similarly, force yourself to review the old studies and
then you will be able to broaden your understanding. We find that
the first explanation informs us that the very effort is dependent on
the ability of the vessel to contain and the second explanation
informs us how to expand the volume of the vessel through hard
work.

Now we can also understand the intent of the posuk (Shemos 19:5)
251 n7110 7 DN MM DR DNNYI 7172 1IVAYD YVINnY DX NNyl
'D'yn — ‘And now, if you hearken well to Me and you will keep My
covenant, you will be a treasure to Me from among all the peoples’.
Rashi explains: And now — if you accept the Torah upon yourselves
now, it will be pleasant to you from now on, for all beginnings are
difficult. We find that it is just the first listening that requires
coercion, and once the person experiences the pleasantness of
Torah, he will automatically want to hear more. Even if the person
does not stay at the same level for smallness and greatness are
constantly intermingled. Even after he recognizes the benefit of this
coercion, he will find himself at a low level. Still the smallness he
experiences now is not comparable to the smallness he felt before
forcing himself to listen. Once he forced himself to listen, he knows
what is incumbent on him to do to expel the darkness that envelopes
him. We find that the initial coercion creates an opening and a
passageway for the rest of his life.

This coercion applies to involvement in Torah and also the other
mitzvos in the Torah. This is the intent of the expression of Chazal
(Avos 4:2) ‘one mitzvah leads to another’. In order for a person’s soul
to crave mitzvos, it is incumbent on him to start with a mitzvah,
otherwise he will never want to do them 'I"iyan y1 pTxn 27 Wy ' —
‘for the design of man’s heart is evil from his youth’ (Bereishis 8:21).
However, once he forces himself just once to fulfill a mitzvah for the
sake of Heaven, then he will sense the pleasantness of mitzvos, and
he will want to fulfill more. This is the conclusion of the Mishna, ‘the
reward of a mitzvah is another mitzvah’. The very mitzvah is reward,
and it is enough for the person to enjoy the mitzvah and this is
reward, and it encourages him to chase after another mitzvah to
fulfill it.

May Hashem Yisbarach help us that we do things for the yoke of the
Kingdom of Heaven and the light of Torah and mitzvos should shine
upon us from Above, and we should enjoy their glow all our lives.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Ki Savo 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

A Fascinating Revelation from the Megaleh Amukos

All the Nations Fear the Two Shins of the Tefillin Shel Rosh which
Contain Seven Heads that Negate the Seven Names of the Yetzer HaRa

In this week’s parsha, parshas Ki Savo, it behooves us
to explore the incredible sanctity of the tefillin-shel-rosh
(Devarim 28, 10): "qmam 18771 P9y X191/ QW 23 AN My 93 IR —
then all the people of the earth will see that the name
of Hashem is proclaimed over you, and they will be in
awe of you. We find the following teaching in the Gemara
related to this passuk (Menachos 35b): 1ox A1poox 227 ="nx”
"gNx1aw 1"s'an—Rabbi Eliezer said: This refers to the
tefillin worn on the head. The Ba’al HaTurim writes that
the tefillin-shel-rosh are alluded to by the following words:
xapa 7 o'w”, whose first letters spell 1w, referring to the
“shin” of the tefillin. Prior to him, Rabeinu Bachayei wrote:
Here is a reference to the letter “shin” that is a halachah
given to Moshe at Sinai; it is as if the passuk says: “All the
people of the earth will see that the ‘shin’ is upon you,
and they will be in awe of you.”

Hence, it is worthwhile to focus on several questions
raised by the commentaries: (1) What unique feature of the
tefillin-shel-rosh instills fear and awe in the other nations
[more so than the tefillin-shel-yad]? (2) Why do the other
nations fear the letter “shin” embossed on the tefillin-shel-
rosh so much? (3) Where do we find that the name Havaya
is alluded to more by the tefillin-shel-rosh than the tefillin-
shel-yad, justifying the statement: “The name of Hashem is
proclaimed over you”?

The Two Shins of the Tefillin Shel Rosh
Contain Seven Heads

We will begin our journey by introducing the illuminating
explanation of the Megaleh Amukos regarding Rabbi Elazar’s

statement: “This refers to the tefillin worn on the head.”
As is his habit, he provides us with wonderful allusions
associated with the tefillin-shel-rosh.

We learn in the Gemara (ibid. 35a): “The letter “shin” of
the tefillin (shel-rosh) is mandated by a halachah given to
Moshe at Sinai.” In other words, the leather of the housing of
the tefillin-shel-rosh protrudes on each side to form a letter
“shin.” Citing the Shimusha Rabbah, Tosafos write that the
“shin” on the right side of the housing is formed with three
heads; while the “shin” on the left side of the housing is
formed with four heads. This accords w ith the halachah as it
appears in the Shulchan Aruch (0.C. 32, 42):

PR WRA YW Donan 11pa nwyhw 0on fwab fobn pan bw 1w
29w meann e Sw abRRWR TANT 12000 TR PN Tunpn nuyia e
MWK YIIR DY neann YRy w1, nmwRn

The Megaleh Amukos explains the significance of these
two “shins.” In his sefer on Vaeschanan (192), he explains
at length a wonderful story in the Gemara (Kiddushin 29b)
involving Rav Acha bar Yaakov, who went to learn Torah in the
Beis Midrash of Abaye:

995y 117 357 MART 1237 3 PUrR KU T AR 1T RPT AR yaw”
AR NIAWIN IR Y 25005 XY 1Y 95N P 1 Rnnea 199aN 1ans
AN PAWT R7AND Y TN 1137 93 K12 N2 Yy RO wnannT
R AR Pa5T Ay Yo [mvwNsn nyaw Hya wra pas prran 1hN Rl
7 PRI950 R WITANIR RY R Aty 1y s e

Abaye heard that Rav Acha was coming. There was a
certain demon in the Beis Midrash of Abaye. Even two
scholars entering together during the light of day would be

s L Er =N Ay (e
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harmed. Abaye said to his students, “Do not provide him
(Rav Acha) with lodging; thus, he will be compelled to sleep in
the Beis Midrash); perhaps a miracle will occur (in the merit
of his righteousness, and the demon will be killed).” He (Rav
Acha) went and slept in that Beis Midrash; it appeared to
him as a seven-headed serpent. He began to pray. Each time
he bowed down, one of its heads fell off (after seven bows, all
seven heads fell off, and it died). He (Rav Acha) said to them
(to Abaye and his students), “If a miracle had not occurred,
you would have endangered my life.”

Rav Acha bar Yaakov Learned
a Lesson from Yaakov Avinu

The commentaries are perplexed by Abaye’s actions. Why
was he so sure that a miracle would occur on Rav Acha’s behalf
that would kill the demon? Why wasn’t he concerned for Rav
Acha’s well-being? The Megaleh Amukos explains Abaye’s
profound reasoning based on the encounter between Yaakov
Avinu and Eisav described in parshas Vayishlach (Bereishis
33, 3): "RR 7Y WA 1Y DURyn Paw N3AN mnwe oy ey RumT—
and he went before them and bowed earthward seven
times until he reached his brother.

The Zohar hakadosh inquires (Vayishlach 171b): How did
Yaakov bow down before Eisav? Wasn’t he transgressing the
prohibition (Shemos 34, 14): "inx YxY minnwn 8"—you shall
not bow down to another god? It answers that Yaakov saw
that HKB”H passed before them, as indicated by the words:
“And he went before them.” These words can be interpreted
as a reference to HKB”H passing before them. Yaakov bowed
down before HKB”H; he wasn’t bowing down before Eisav.
Even so, why did HKB”H see fit to pass before them?

The matter can be explained based on what we have
learned in the Gemara (Succah 52a): 2% 1% w* nmw nyaw”
"yan—the yetzer hara has seven appellations; they
represent its seven forces of tumah. Elsewhere, the Gemara
indicates that there are (Sotah 10b): "man=a »111m nyaw"—seven
chambers of Gehinnom. They were designed to punish the
reshaim who heeded the advice of the yetzer hara, who has
seven names, representing seven distinct forms of tumah. So,
when Yaakov encountered Eisav—whose guardian angel is
none other than the yetzer hara—HKB”H passed before them,
prompting Yaakov to bow down to Him seven times. Thus, he
weakened all seven forces of tumah associated with Eisav.

Shvilei Pinches

Now, we can posit that Rav Acha learned this tactic from
Yaakov Avinu. He bowed down seven times to HKB”H to kill
the seven-headed demon, just as his forefather had done
to weaken the forces of Eisav. Also, we have learned in the
Gemara (Berachos 7b): "m»ma xnw=e"—a person’s name reflects
on his character and essence. Thus, the name Rav Acha
bar Yaakov alludes to the fact that he received the power to
vanquish the seven-headed serpent from Yaakov Avinu. This
explains very nicely why Abaye relied on the fact that a miracle
would occur for Rav Acha bar Yaakov, enabling him to kill the
demon. He perceived from his name--"apy» 73 xR 21"—that he
possessed the power of Yaakov Avinu, who subdued Eisav by
bowing down seven times.

To this, the Megaleh Amukos adds an amazing allusion.
After Yaakov bowed down seven times, Eisav said to him
(Bereishis 33, 9): "nx 31 %% w». For, upon seeing how Yaakov
successfully subdued his seven forces of tumah by bowing
down to HKB”H seven times, Eisav uttered prophetically: &
"rx 31 *v—alluding to Rav Acha bar Yaakov, who would learn
from Yaakov how to exterminate the seven-headed demon.

In this manner, he interprets the passuk (Mishlei 24, 16):
"ap1 1 Ym0 pav »o"—for though the tzaddik may fall seven
times, he will arise. By bowing down seven times, these
two tzaddikim—Yaakov Avinu and Rav Acha bar Yaakov—
subjugated the seven heads of the evil force and rose. In
fact, HKB”H insinuates this to the primeval serpent with the
pronouncement (Bereishis 3, 15): "wxa 721 xu1'--he will
pound you on the head. HKB”H is telling the nachash that man
will smash its seven heads by bowing down seven times.

Let us add an intriguing tidbit to the words of the Megaleh
Amukos. In Sha’ar HaPesukim (Vayigash), the Arizal teaches
us that Yaakov Avinu was a gilgul (reincarnation) and tikun
of Adam HaRishon. His source is the statement in the Zohar
hakadosh (Bereishis 35b): apy» mim 1iwRam 28T X217 29Y° RO
7m PwRAN BIRT Raw Moreover, our blessed sages allude
to this fact in the Gemara (B.M. 84a): Pyn 1ar apysr maow”
"mwRan oRT aanw—the magnificence of Yaakov Avinu was
a semblance of the magnificence of Adam HaRishon. As
we know, as a consequence of the nachash’s duplicity, Adam
HaRishon and all living creatures were sentenced to die. Hence,
HKB”H implies to the nachash: “He will smash your head”—
he, specifically, when he (Adam HaRishon) will reincarnate into
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Yaakov Avinu. Then, he will avenge what you have done and
will smash your head by bowing down seven times.

The Seven Heads of the Shins on the Tefillin
Subjugate the Seven Heads of the Nachash

Now, let us return to the words of the Megaleh Amukos
(Beha'aloscha). Based on what we have discussed, he goes
on to explain the Gemara’s (Shabbas 105b) elucidation of the
passuk (Tehillim 81, 10): ,751 XY mimnwn K91 71 UX 72 1t K"
YR ARY T NRIN T ,ETR DY s v A1 U mrR—“there shall be
no foreign god within you, nor shall you bow before an
alien god.” What foreign god exists in man’s body? You
should say that it is the yetzer hara. We can now suggest
that the reason the yetzer hara is referred to as a “foreign
god” -- "1 YX” —is because the word 2"t can be interpreted
as an abbreviation for »wx'r—seven heads—alluding to its
seven forces of tumah.

With this in mind, the Megaleh Amukos explains why two
“shins” are embossed on the two sides of the tefillin-shel-rosh
(one on each side). As we learned above, the “shin” on the
right side has three heads, while the “shin” on the left side has
four heads. Together, their seven heads weaken and subjugate
the seven forces of tumah of the yetzer hara—the "1 %x”, the
seven-headed demon within us.

We can now rejoice for we have achieved a better
He addressed the
elucidation of the Tanna, Rabbi Eliezer, related to the passuk
in this week’s parsha: 171 7Yy X1p2 11 ow *5 yaRn my 55 wqw
"yxaw 1Yan 19X an—"“then all the people of the earth will
see that the name of Hashem is proclaimed over you, and

understanding of the Megaleh Amukos.

they will be in awe of you.” Rabbi Eliezer teaches us that this
is a reference to the tefillin worn on the head. We already
cited Rabeinu Bachayei and the Ba’al HaTurim who write that
the first letters of the words xap’a »» @'w allude to the letter
“shin” on the tefillin-shel-rosh. Let us explain based on what
we have discussed so far. All the people of the other nations
will fear that the seven heads of the two “shins” will annihilate
them just as the seven-headed demon was destroyed by Rav
Acha bar Yaakov, when he bowed down seven times. This is
the gist of his sacred and illuminating words.

It is with great pleasure and delight that we can now apply
what we have learned to the following statement by David

Shvilei Pincles

HaMelech (Tehillim 119, 161): ,»a% =rta 772731 Dart »218711 2"
7am Yow Nyms qnanR Yy o we--princes have pursued me
without cause, but from Your word has my heart feared.
I rejoice over Your word, like one who finds abundant
spoils. According to the Arizal (Sha’ar HaPesukim), the
passuk is referring to the princes of the seventy nations of
the world. They are called 2", because the singular 2"w
is an abbreviation for m»wx™ nys'w—seven heads. So, how
did David HaMelech overcome and defeat the princes of the
seventy nations? "nanR Yy "o ww”.

We can explain his meaning based on what we have learned
in the Gemara (Berachos 30b): m1m= ot 51297 o 2000 1101 3R’
RIMIA 19700 RIN Y TR 2000 17Pa3 19001 R K3 s xp—Abaye
was sitting before Rabbah. He (Rabbah) noticed that he
(Abaye) was very cheerful. He (Rabbah) said: It is written
(Tehillim 2, 11): “And rejoice with trepidation.” He (Abaye)
explained to him: I am wearing tefillin. In his commentary
on the Aggados HaShas (homiletic passages in the Talmud), the
Gr”a explains that Abaye was referring to the passuk: by 2% ww”
"R, The word w"w in this passuk alludes to the two “shins”
embossed on the tefillin-shel-rosh. That is why Abaye was so
elated; he was wearing tefillin and that caused him to rejoice,
in keeping with the words: "2 ww”. In this same vein, David
HaMelech proclaimed: "21x ww’—in the merit of the kedushah
of the two “shins” on the tefillin-shel-rosh, with their seven
heads, I was able to subdue the seven heads of the princes of
the nations of the world. This caused him to rejoice.

Amazingly, we can apply what we have learned to what the
Reishis Chochmah brings down in the name of the Midrash
regarding the passuk (Bereishis 32, 25): pax»1 11a% apy» anwr
12938 2P 28R LMD 13 R KDY NI nw mbn YT s any wR
RY 3 K71 27057 R KT ,17A32 0OXOXT IPINTRT IWRAS PYan Pt e
79130 “And Yaakov remained alone and a man wrestled
with him.” They of blessed memory said that this teaches
us that he (Eisav’s guardian angel) wanted to Kkill him
(Yaakov), but he lacked the power, because Yaakov Avinu
was armed with tefillin on his head and on his arm and
with Tzitzis on his garment, as it is written: “He saw that
he could not defeat him.”

Let us provide an explanation based on our current
discussion. As we know, the malach wrestling with Yaakov
was Eisav’s guardian angel. We learn this from the Midrash
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Tanchuma (Vayishlach 8): Hw 1w Y"8no v ,my @R paxrer”
"wy—"“a man wrestled with him”; it was Samael, Eisav’s
guardian angel. We also know that he is the yetzer hara,
who has seven appellations corresponding to its seven forces
of tumah. Therefore, Yaakov cleverly adorned himself with
a tallis and tefillin to defeat Eisav’s guardian angel with the
seven heads of the two “shins” on the tefillin-shel-rosh.

The Goal of a Jew’s Service Is to Extract
the Name Havaya Concealed within Eisav

Following this line of reasoning, we will now endeavor to
explain the mention of the name Havaya in association with
the tefillin-shel-rosh: “All the people of the earth will see
that the name Havaya is proclaimed over you, and they
will be in awe of you.” As we learned, Rabbi Eliezer expounds:
This refers to the tefillin worn on the head. We will now
introduce an explanation from the holy Admor, Sar Shalom of
Belz, zy”a. After Yaakov received the Berachos from Yitzchak,
it is written (ibid. 27, 38): 2K 7% X1 KR 115727 1928 YR WY AR
"ar 2K o1 "19na—Eisav said to his father, “Is there but one
berachah to you, Father? Bless me, too, Father!”

He explains, in his own inimitable way, that the gematria
of p"nx» is eight times Havaya (208). Each one is a berachah
onto itself. Now, the gematria of 2”py» is seven times Havaya,
representing the seven Berachos that he received from his
father Yitzchak. This implies that one Havaya remained
with Yitzchak that was not given to Yaakov. Hence, Eisav
beseeched his father politely: “Is there but one berachah
to you, Father?” After all, there is one Havaya that you did
not bestow upon Yaakov. So, please, “Bless me, too, Father!”
This concludes his sacred remarks.

For years, I've struggled to comprehend why, indeed,
did Yitzchak only bestow seven Berachos from the seven
names of Havaya upon Yaakov. Why did Yitzchak save the
eighth Havaya—to which Eisav refers with the entreaty: “Is
there but one berachah to you, Father? Bless me, too,
Father!” Seemingly, it would have been preferable for him
to give Yaakov all eight Berachos from the eight times Havaya
contained in his name p'm¥y; then, nothing would have
remained for Eisav.

Nevertheless, as our blessed sages state in the Yerushalmi
(R.H. 3, 5): "mx nipns ormowyt paipna 2221y 171n 1a1"—sometimes
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Shvilei Pinclhes

words of Torah are sparse in one place but rich and expansive
elsewhere. With the Almighty’s help, I found a wonderful
explanation in the Panim Yafos (Vayishlach). He explains
the inherent allusion in the passuk: "»ax 9% X1 nnx 1312n"—in
the same way Sar Shalom, zy”a, did; however, he explains the

matter magnificently in greater detail.

Eisav Is Sustained by the One Havaya

Our sacred sefarim, based on the Zohar hakadosh
(Terumah 158a), teach us that every Jew must strive to serve
Hashem with all seven midos emanating from the realm of
kedushah. Of these, David HaMelech said (Tehillim 119, 164):
"3 "vawn Yy Tonbbn ora yaw’—seven times a day I have
praised you for your righteous ordinances. Additionally,
the wisest of all men said (Koheles 7, 14): mr nawyY 1 nx o2
"mepynn mwy—implying that the Almighty created the world
with equal and opposite forces. Hence, just as the realm
of kedushah emanating from Yaakov Avinu contains seven
midos; correspondingly, the realm of tumah emanating from

Eisav contains seven midos.

Furthermore, our sacred sefarim teach us, based on the
Zohar hakadosh (Vayakheil 215b), that the forces of evil that
oppose the forces of kedushah receive their sustenance from
the realm of kedushah. Seeing as HKB”H is the one and only
true force in the universe, it is impossible for anything to exist
without receiving its sustenance from the realm of kedushah.
It is the “nitzotzei kedushah”—sparks of holiness—that fell
into the hands of the forces of tumah that sustain them and
will continue to do so until the time of the geulah. At that
time, HKB”H will deprive them of that sustenance and they
will be rendered lifeless corpses.

With this
explanation of the Panim Yafos.

introduction, we will now return to the
Eight times Havaya are
alluded to by the name p"mys. Since Yaakov personified the
seven midos of kedushah, it was fitting for him to receive
seven Berachos from seven times Havaya. For this reason,
the gematria of the name Yaakov equals seven times Havaya.
In contrast, the wicked Eisav personified the seven midos of
the klipah; as such, he did not deserve any berachah from
the seven times Havaya. Yet, to continue to exist, even Eisav
required sustenance from the realm of kedushah; otherwise,
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he would have vanished completely prior to his scheduled
eradication at the time of the future geulah. Therefore, one
Havaya remained with Yitzchak, which was necessary to
sustain Eisav.

In this manner, the Panim Yafos explains the allusions
inherent in the names 2"py* and vwy. The name Yaakov
alludes to the fact that he received seven times Havaya from
Yitzchak. The name Eisav, on the other hand, reflects the
fact that he personified the seven midos of tumah, but was
sustained by the one Havaya. Hence, the gematria of seven
times X™w (350), plus the gematria of one Havaya (26),
equals 376—the gematria of 1"wy. This explains very nicely
Eisav’'s entreaty: “Don’t you have one berachah left for
me, Father?” Since you gave seven Berachos to Yaakov—as
alluded to by the gematria of the name a"py»—you still have
one Havaya left. Therefore: “Bless me, too, father”—give me
the one remaining Havaya, so that I will be sustained by the
realm of kedushah. Otherwise, I will perish. These are his
sacred words.

Based on what we have learned from the Panim Yafos,
we can shed some light on a statement in the Gemara (B.K.
23b): "1y R 122w 12w oan’—the venom of the snake lies
between its teeth. We find an explanation in the Kol Eliyahu
(ibid.), in the name of the Gr”a of Vilna, zy”a, based on the
Midrash (S.R. 3, 12): "nan xurn RUx nan wm pre’—it is not
the snake that Kkills but rather the sin that kills. The Gr”a
provides us with a wonderful allusion. The middle letters of
the two words w"m (snake) and 1"vw (Satan) are “ches” and
“tet.” The remaining letters are two set of 1”@ (meaning tooth).
This then is the meaning of the statement: “The venom of the
snake lies between its teeth.” The snake’s capacity to kill
comes from the letters v'n (the essential letters of the word
for sin), which are located between “its teeth”—the two sets
of 1w that remain after removing the letters v'mn from w"m and
1"vw. This concludes his sacred remarks.

Notwithstanding, we must still endeavor to explain the
significance of the letters 1"w that surround the letters v"n.
Based on whatwe have learned, we can suggest thatthe letters
1w allude to the gematria of seven times 8"nv—representing
the seven forces of tumah controlled by the nachash and the
Satan. Their sustenance, however, comes from Yisrael’s sins.
Thus, the letters v'm (alluding to sin) insinuate themselves

Shvilei Pinclhes

between the “shin” and the “nun” to form w’ma and 71"vw.
Based on this idea we can suggest an allusion in the passuk
(Tehillim 124, 6): "amawh av 1ama Rw 11 7113"—blessed is
Hashem, Who did not present us as prey for their teeth.
Their teeth are the two sets of 7w in the names w”m and 1"ow;
the reshaim use them to bite the forces of kedushah.

It Is a Jew’s Task to Extract the Name
Havaya from Eisav

Our sacred sefarim teach us that our primary task is to
extract the sparks of kedushah that lie within the domain of
the klipos. The Toldos Yaakov Yosef writes (Yisro): We know
that the main purpose of all our service in Torabh, tefilah,
intent of the mitzvos and intent of eating is to refine and
elevate the “nitzotzei kedushah” from the depths of the
klipos. Now, seeing as the eighth Havaya, which sustains the
wicked Eisav, represents sparks of kedushah that have fallen
into the realm of the klipah, it is incumbent upon us to extract
it from him and return it to the realm of kedushah.

In truth, as long as we have not merited the complete tikun
associated with the future geulah, it is not within our power
to extract the name Havaya from Eisav. Le’asid la’vo, however,
HKB”H will retrieve the eighth Havaya that sustains Eisav and
return it to the realm of kedushah. This is the implication of
the passuk related to the future geulah (Yeshayah 52, 8): »5”
"R 7 31ws 18 1y py—with their own eyes they will see
that Havaya returns to Tziyon. In other words, Yisrael will
witness that even the name Havaya that has sustained Eisav
will be returned to the realm of kedushah.

Now, this illuminates for us the meaning of the passuk:
“Then all the people of the earth will see that the name of
Hashem is proclaimed over you, and they will be in awe
of you”—which Rabbi Eliezer expounds as a reference to the
tefillin-shel-rosh. We learned from the Megaleh Amukos that
the nations of the world specifically fear the two “shins” of
the tefillin-shel-rosh—alluded to by the words xap1 » ow.
For, together, they have seven heads which are able to subdue
the seven heads of the forces of tumah. Now, if we combine
this with the insight of the Panim Yafos, it is apparent that
by means of the tefillin-shel-rosh we are able to subdue the
seven times 81w of Eisav.
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Accordingly, when we merit totally abolishing the seven
times X"av of Eisav—via the two “shins” with their seven
heads—we will also succeed in retrieving the name Havaya
that sustains him and returning it to the realm of kedushah.
This is the implication of the passuk (Ovadiah 1, 21): Toyr’
"motonn mrny nnmt wy N R vpwh rx ans oywm—and
saviors will ascend Har Tziyon to judge the Mountain of
Eisav, and the kingdom will be Hashem’s. In other words,
by retrieving the name Havaya that was buried within the

name Eisav, the kingship will return to Havaya.

N2
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Thus, the passuk teaches us that in the merit of the tefillin-
shel-rosh—with the seven heads of its two “shins”—we are
capable of abolishing the seven forces of tumah associated
with the seven times 8"av in Eisav’s name. As a result, the
name Havaya in his name will be returned to the realm of
kedushah. Therefore, all the nations of the world are so in awe
of the tefillin-shel-rosh, because it represents the termination
of their sustenance with the arrival of the future geulah—

swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

when they enter Eretz Yisroel. The Akeida discusses why these,

above others, were mentioned. Some of them involve very serious
transgressions, such as worshiping idols. Others are less serious, such
as Lo Sasig, the prohibition of pushing one’s fence into his neighbor’s
property to steal some of his land.

I n this week's Parsha, Klal Yisroel is instructed to mention 12 Kelolos

The Akeida explains that the ones chosen are either very serious or
are very common. The very common ones, because of their tendency
to accumulate, are defined as severely as those Aveiros which are less
common but more serious.

In addition, these |12 Kelolos are representative of categories of Mitzvohs,
making each one greater than the specific Mitzvoh described. They are
Mitzvohs which include others under their broader umbrella. Here are
a few examples:

Asias Pesel, creating idols, runs counter to the foundations of Emunah.
Kibud Av V’eim represents the basis of human decency, primarily the
need to be a Makir Tov, appreciative of those that have done us favors.
Lo Sasig G’vul Rei'acho, the law not to encroach on your neighbor’s
property with the intention of annexing it as yours represents the
foundation of communal living.

This Akeida was special for me as it reminds me that each Mitzvoh has an
underlying meaning which, when we fulfill it, helps us become all-around
better people. We become, for example, people who are appreciative of
others.The opposite occurs when we do not fulfill these Mitzvohs. This
is the most effective way to fulfill any Mitzvoh, to extract its message
and grow, both in the specific area of the Mitzvoh itself and in the area
of Middos generally.

Elul, Yomim Noroim, And Beyond

Long-term Change In Our Relationship With Hashem Part 3/4

y third Elul dream focuses on how people should treat each
M other. This is one topic of Avodas Hashem that many people

focus on in a vacuum, (e.g. today’s conversation, today's favor).
That falls short of our responsibility to make Bein Odom
L’chaveiro into one of our long-term goals. Personally, it is
because | become overwhelmed, realizing that a lifetime project
requires me to change almost every single interaction | have
with almost every person | meet. Since that is very intense, |
am not ready to do it, and therefore | don’t “go there”.

What we are ignoring is that improving our Bein
Odom L'chaveiro will increase the quality of our lives.
Our interactions with others affect the quality of
our friendships, our Sholom Bayis, and the emotional
health of our children. Those are all things which we
acknowledge are important to us. In other words,
while the burden is immense, the advantage it offers
us is just as immense. In addition, multiple Mitzvohs
(I would imagine close to half of all Mitzvohs, if not
more) are based on the quality of our interactions. It is impossible to
ignore this portion of Mitzvohs and still consider ourselves to be fulfilling
Hashem's commandments.

“Getting along” with others can mean many things. In this article, | am
defining it as having a positive, emotional, and sensitive relationship with
others. | am specifically discussing such a relationship with people that we
find difficult to have such a relationship with. | am dreaming about getting
along with everyone (except for those people that we are instructed to
treat with respect, yet avoid as much as possible). | am dreaming of a

"We treat m/ar17 person
with the respect #ashem
WAnts fea?le to be treated
with, whether tfuay Are

a(eserving or not.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

life where everyone wants to be our friends, and we want to be theirs,
where everyone respects us because we are getting along with them.

Everyone wants what | describe but many consider it impossible because
they believe that their relationships with others are sabotaged because of
the way others treat them. It may be true that others make it impossible,
with the enormous amount of effort they require to get along with
them. Nevertheless, if we “up our game”, we can get along with almost
everyone. In this article, | want to convince people of the need and
responsibility to do so. Also, | want to offer a single
tip which, when thought about, can increase people’s
ability to positively interact with others.

People become distracted when speaking to others.
They forget what is important and consider what
is unimportant to be important. For example,
when asking for a raise, people may appreciate that
conversations with their boss are not really concerned
with whether or not they agree to their boss’s view
of sports or politics. They will “forgive” what they
believe to be their boss's wrong beliefs in order to increase their chances
of receiving a raise. Parents act far more patiently with their children’s
teachers if they feel that they need the teachers on their side to help
their child manage throughout the school year.

In these two examples, both employee and parent realize that the fact
that they are speaking to their employer or their child’s teacher is
incidental. The importance of the relationship they have with what is
important to them causes them to be mindful that their conversation
represents something much bigger than their boss's political views or
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their child’s teacher's views on Chinuch. Their family’s income and their
child’s future are at stake.

What they are realizing is that their interaction with the person they are
speaking with is not the entire story. There is a triangle: themselves, the
person they are speaking to, and the third part of the triangle, the person
they care about. My child’s teacher may not deserve my patience but my
child’s future does.

The importance of recognizing the third person when interacting with
others goes beyond the life-altering conversations. Every conversation
has a triangle. Just as we think of our child when we speak to his teacher,
we should think of Hashem every time we speak to anyone.

We should remember to treat people well because we are their friend
or brother. But, when we can’t think of a valid reason to treat someone
well, there is the third point of the triangle, Hashem. We are speaking to
a random person but we are representing Hashem. Therefore, we treat
each person not with the respect they deserve or don’t deserve.
We treat every person with the respect Hashem wants people
to be treated with, whether they are deserving or not.

Here is one example of how this idea can change the way we treat
others. | saw in the Sefer Pele Yoetz how people should react when
someone tells them a baseless Torah thought. He says that if it is
harmless, those listening should just listen without commenting. While
he doesn’t use the following words, our Chachomim tell us that in many
circumstances, Sholom is more important than Emes. While we may
have a right to discredit the person we should not, because we should

remember the third part of the triangle, Hashem, and that He wants us
to treat everyone with dignity even if they acted in a manner that does
not warrant such treatment.

Considering this dream is difficult enough as it is. Acting on it is even
more difficult. Parents, for example, are not satisfied when their children
speak to each other civilly. They want them to truly get along. Hashem
also wants people to act more than civil. He wants them to interact in a
manner that shows that they truly get along with each other.

There is a series of Midrashim which | am only beginning to take as
seriously as intended. Hashem is interested in true Sholom between
individuals, families, and groups. The need for Sholom is not concerned
with who is right and who is wrong.

Asking Hashem to give us, and those we love, a good year, while we
remain Bachutz, completely unaware of what is expected of us, may
result in a less than happy year. Our request must be accompanied by
personal commitments and one of them must focus on a commitment to
a better relationship with each person, and every group, in Klal Yisroel.

This does not have to be done because people deserve it but because
Hashem is asking, even demanding, this of us and Hashem definitely
deserves this from us. While this may be the most difficult of dreams, it
may also be the most important one.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

n a room in the heart of the Ma’ayanei HaYeshua Medical Center in Bnei

Brak, a unique kollel hums with the sound of Torah study. Established by

Dr. Moshe Rothschild, founder of the hospital, the kollel is designated for

Torah scholars who study complex halachic aspects of medical situations
as they arise in the hospital. R’ Yisroel Zicherman shlit'a, Rav of Brachfeld,
Kiryat Sefer, is a former member of the kollel. While there, he became
acquainted with a doctor who had recently arrived on aliyah from the U.S.
This man had been raised in a totally assimilated family, in a part of America
that was totally devoid of Judaism. R’ Zicherman was curious to know what
inspired a man like that to become religious.

The doctor was happy to share his remarkable story with him. “About
eighteen years ago,” he recalled,“| was treating a terminally ill patient. His body
was gradually ceasing to function and his days were clearly numbered. After
deliberating the case with a number of specialists, | presented the following
option to the patient and his family: He could undergo a complicated surgery
that might lengthen his life by another six months, but it would be expensive
and very, very painful.

“It is never easy for me when | must leave such intense and difficult
decisions to my patients. | understood the agonizing dilemma | had thrust
upon the man and waited tensely for his response.‘This is not a decision | can
make on my own, he replied serenely.‘Only Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (zt”l) can
answer that question. | must admit, | had not heard of Rabbi Feinstein and
didn’t understand why an elderly rabbi needed to decide if a man should or
should not undergo a painful procedure.| offered to accompany him to Rabbi
Feinstein and personally present the intricacies of the case. In all honesty, my
offer was not entirely free of ulterior motives - | was interested to see how
a rabbi would deal with this situation.

“I will never forget that meeting. After | had clearly explained to R’ Moshe
how sick the man was and the level of pain he would be experiencing if
he went through with the operation, do you know what he did? R’ Moshe
started to cry! And not just a little bit. No! He cried and cried, heaving with
anguish as tears ran down his cheeks for almost twenty whole minutes!
As a professional, | know how we gradually learn to detach, how years of
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experience numb our sensitivities. Yet this rabbi, who met countless people
a day, was moved so intensely by my patient’s plight - who was neither a
relative nor a close disciple, only a student from many years ago. And why?
Just because he cared so much about all people! This made a huge impression
on me.” The doctor himself was misty-eyed as he recalled the meeting. “But
even more than that, | will never forget what R’ Moshe answered when he
finished crying. In a soft voice, he asked both of us - patient and doctor - to
come back the next day. He asked for some more time to think about this
complex question.

“The next day, we came back and sat down with the Tzaddik. After much
deliberation, said R’ Moshe, he urged the man to have the painful operation.
‘Go ahead and do the surgery.We will all pray on your behalf and ask Hashem
to grant you many more healthy years’ As a physician, | was surprised. The
level of pain this man would experience had me convinced that the eminent
rabbi would take this into consideration and decide that he should avoid it.
‘Just pray and believe in G-d, was what | thought he would say - but he didn’t.

“When R’ Moshe noticed my surprised look, he turned to me and said, ‘In
the half-year reprieve this surgery will grant our friend, he will have the merit
of answering Amen to many blessings. Each Amen will create a guardian angel
for him.These angels will defend him before the Heavenly court and he will
be granted a longer life in their merit.”

The doctor turned to R’ Zicherman and said,“This meeting with R’ Moshe
Feinstein and his answer touched me deep within my heart. | could see that
R’ Moshe understood how hard the operation would be for my patient. But
he felt it would be worth it so the man could live longer in order to answer
more Amens. In fact, R’ Moshe felt that the man’s Amens would have the
power to guard him from bad things! At that moment, | realized that | must
learn more about Torah and mitzvos and strive to emulate a righteous man
like R” Moshe.”

“Incidentally,” the doctor added,“My patient had his operation and he did
live longer - just as R’ Moshe had predicted!”
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Parshas Ki Savoh - Tehillim 27 - Ori Veyishi

David Gurwitz

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”I defines “Hashem ori veyishi as literally meaning that
Hashem is the source of my real, true being, utilizing his definition of “bishu’asecha” in Tehillim
9-15 as renewed life.

How appropriate for the avodah of Chodesh Elul in preparing for the Yomim Noraim (which,
interestingly, has a value, with the kollel, of 408, the value of tzom, kol, and mammon.).

Rav Hirsch continues in his timeless and timely description of the famous opening words to this
kapittel of Tehillim:

"My enlightenment and my happiness come from the Lord. I let him guide me and I derive my
awareness of Him and the desire to strive for the perfection of my being.” Wow.

“Whom, then, should I fear? Whose greatness and might, then, should appear so
overwhelming to me that I should feel so very small before him? This is yirah, fear, related to
kareh, calling, and also to karah, kneeling, and garah, diminishing.

“If, of course, I were to derive my attitudes and principles only from my own mind, then I
would indeed fear everyone who surpasses me in intelligence and willpower. However, 'Hashem
ori veyishi - mimi eirah?"”

The Ibn Ezra has a beautiful way of seeing ori veyishi. He says the following. Some say that
my light refers to light at night, when there is no light, because the neshamah is afraid, and
the salvation occurs during the day. Some say that my light refers to matters of the soul, and
my salvation deals with matters of the body. Therefore, there is such strength in life that
combines the neshamah with the guf that a person should not fear another person who tries to
separate them in you.

Rav Yissochor Dov Rubin zt”/, in Talelei Oros, quotes several unique commentaries.

First, he cites Rav Elazar Shach zt”/, who asks that while we can understand that my salvation
refers to Yom Kippur, why does my light refer to Rosh Ha shanah?

He quotes the Gemara in Maseches Brachos (28b) regarding Rabi Yochanan ben Zakkai crying
on his deathbed, “Hashem is the King of kings, who cannot be bribed, lives forever, and can
imprison or be angry with me forever.” The Tanna Devei Eliyahu says that Eliyahu Hanovi told
his talmidim that judgment involves casting light on everything one did. Thus, Rosh Hashanah
is the day of inspection in a discerning light that “penetrates to every detail, exposing
everything. Hashem sees everything exactly as it was, and judges us accordingly. Therefore,
Hashem is my light.”

Second, he quotes the Ponim Yafos, written by Rav Pinchos Halevi Horowitz (1730-1805),
brother of Rav Shmuel Shmelke of Nikolsburg. Both were talmidim of the Maggid of Mezritch.

The Ponim Yafos says that on Rosh Hashanah, when the moon is not visible, Hashem, in His
great mercy, sends us light. It states in Sefer Yeshaya (60:19), that “no more shall the sun be
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your light by day, nor shall the moon provide you brightness, for Hashem shall be your eternal
light.”

While Rosh Hashanah is a day of holy light, Yom Kippur is a day of forgiveness and salvation,
since it was on Yom Kippur that Hashem forgave the chet ha’Eigel and gave us the second
Luchos. Ori veyishi alludes to this, since it has a gematria of 613!

He adds: “Rosh Hashanah is a day of zikaron - begematria 283. Combining this with kippurim,
which is begematria 356, we get 639, the value of....Hashem ori veyishi!

He goes even further. Chazal say that Hashem told Adam Harishon that just as he was forgiven
for the chet of eating from the Eitz Hadaas, so would his descendants be forgiven. The
gematria of Eitz Hadaas is 639, the same as Hashem ori veyishi.

I would like to add another connection to reading the Akeidah on Rosh Hashanah. Chazal state
that the combined value of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov also equals 639. Avrohom and
Yitzchok are obvious, but where is Yaakov hinted at? Hashem tells Avrohom: “Vayabaku - Chop
wood.” The letters of vayabaku, when rearranged, spell Yaakov!

Rav Avrohom Chaim Feuer points out in his almost 2,000-page masterpiece on Sefer Tehillim
that the Medrash Shocher Tov explains that Dovid Hamelech is saying that the beginning of
Torah study also starts a flow, which grows in accordance with the immersion and a person’s
desire and striving for Torah.

He adds that the Vilna Gaon describes yeshuah as assistance given to someone who cannot
help himself. This fits well with the effect of seeing the light of Rosh Hashanah and wanting to
do teshuvah and desiring to get close to the Kisei Hakavod. Yom Kippur is then given for that.

It is quite fascinating that the value of the letters of Kisei Hakavod added iteratively - meaning,
Kof, Kof Samach, Kof Samach Alef, etc. - add up to 713, the value of...teshuvah. Every step we
take does count and adds up in our teshuvah journey.

I would like to end with another thought that ties the words Hashem ori veyishi to Rosh
Hashanah and the idea of rebirth. After all, we say at the outset of davening on Rosh Hashanah
that today is the birthday of the world.

We discussed that the value of binah and Elul are equal. On Rosh Hashanah, Hashem "“built”
Chava, which the Torah describes as “yaviben.” Chazal tell us that “woman’s intuition” was
being built into Chava’s “building” from Adam’s rib.

A woman becomes a mother at 41 days of the growth of a fetus, according to Chazal, and 41 is
the value of Alef Mem, spelling aim, mother. One plus two plus three, up to 41 equals 861,
which is the value of Rosh Hashanah. This is called the birthday of the world, since Adam was
“born” then.

Chazal tell us that giving birth to a new habit - i.e., doing teshuvah - takes 41 days.

The Hebrew word for “if” is also spelled Alef Mem. Mothers take the “av,” the fatherly source,
the Aleph-Bais, the beginning of all beginnings, and open all possibilities - “if this, if that...”

The first letters of the words LeDovid Hashem Ori - Lamed (30), Yud (10) and Alef (1) - also
add up to 41.

The ability to change for the better is right in front for us to “see” through the beginning of
Tehillim 27.
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You shall come to the Kohen... and you shall say to him, “I
declare today to Hashem, your G-d.” (26:3)

The individual who brings Bikurim makes a declaration:
“I have come to the Land that Hashem swore to our forefather to
give to us.” Rashi explains the need for making a declaration
which underscores the fact that Eretz Yisrael is our land which
Hashem bequeathed to us. Why is it necessary to mention our
gratitude to Hashem for giving us the Land? Rashi says:
She’eincha kafui tov; “That you are not an ingrate.” How
important it is for us that the actions we perform ingrain in our
psyche the importance of recognising and acknowledging the
good that we receive from others. The entire parsha of Bikurim is
focused on hakoras hatov, gratitude. We many never forget that
the land which is ours is in our possession only because Hashem
assigned it to us.

Hakoras hatov, says Horav Aharon Leib Shteinman, zl, is
not a halachah, law; rather, it is aleph bais (abc) of tzuras
ha’adam, the image of a man. One who is deficient in his sense
of hakoras hatov is equally lacking in his tzuras ha’adam. In other
words, he is simply not a human being! Chazal (Avodah Zarah 5b)
teach that the taanau, complaint/accusation, against Adam
HaRishon for eating of the Eitz HaDaas, Tree of Knowledge, was
his kafui tov, ingratitude. One would think that he had
committed a much greater sin than ingratitude. He transgressed
Hashem’s command. The Almighty said, “Do not eat.” Adam ate.
Is there a greater sin than direct insubordination to G-d’s word?
Chazal teach us that if one acts with ingratitude, he is no longer
an adam, a man, a person, a human being. This was the first
critique of Adam HaRishon. The rest followed. Chazal distinguish
between the actual sin of the eating of the Eitz HaDaas and its
precursor — Adam’s lack of gratitude. (We must never forget that
any deficiency that is attributed to the early giants of our history
are only relative to us as mere mortals in comparison to their
awesome greatness.)

The Ramban cites the ingratitude of the nations of
Ammon and Moav — whose ancestors, Lot and his two daughters,
were saved from certain death as a result of the prayers of
Avraham Avinu — as the reason for distancing them from our
People. This is a powerful statement. After all, it is not as if the
descendants of Lot, centuries later, had any connection to
Avraham. While it is, indeed, true that one who derives benefit
from someone should be grateful, Ammon and Moav were not
the direct recipients of this favour. How are they to remember
what had occurred five hundred years earlier — especially since it
was not Avraham who needed their favour, but rather, it was his
descendants? In other words, the benefactor and beneficiary
were long gone. This was a new generation who neither knew
the benefactor nor the beneficiary. Should the obligation of
hakoras hatov still be in force?

Horav David Kronglass, zl, explains that it is, in fact, their
sin. They should never forget that they are alive today only due to
the spiritual and moral generosity of Avraham Avinu, Patriarch of
the Jewish People. Time does not erase or mitigate the obligation
of hakoras hatov. The critique against Ammon and Moav was so
strong, observes Horav Leib Chasman, zI, that as a result of their
ingratitude, they were forever barred from entering Klal Yisrael.
How can we accept someone who lacks human decency? One
might muse; let bygones be bygones; what happened thousands
of years ago should not affect our lives today. Apparently, a
deficit in ingratitude is part of one’s DNA and is transmitted, like
a family disease, throughout the generations.

In a compelling hesped, eulogy, for Horav Yeruchem
Levovitz, zI, the venerable Mashgiach of Mir, Horav Shlomo
Harkavi, zI (Mashgiach of Grodno) asserted that every bachur,
student, should study Mishnayos in memory of Rav Yeruchum,
since they are inextricably bound to his soul via the unbreakable
bonds of hakoras hatov that they have to him for the guidance
that he gave them.

We have no dearth of stories concerning the hakoras
hatov evinced by our gedolim, Torah giants, to anyone, regardless
of station in life or level of erudition or observance. | have chosen
to focus on a few short vignettes. In his youth, Horav Aryeh Levin,
zl, studied in Yeshivas Kaminetz under Horav Baruch Ber
Leibowitz, zl. He studied b’chavrusa with Rav Baruch Ber and
completed Meseches Eiruvin. During his tenure in the yeshivah,
he studied all of Seder Nashim, committing the entire seder to
memory. Despite his extraordinarily close relationship with his
rebbe, Rav Aryeh left the yeshivah without telling anyone and
transferred to Yeshivas Volozhin. He knew that Rav Baruch Ber
would probably be displeased with his sudden move, but he felt
it necessary as a result of the changing spiritual climate in the
house in which he ate dinner every night. (This was the custom in
those days. Yeshivos did not have kitchens. Instead, they enlisted
the voluntary participation of the kind, generous members of the
community to feed the students.) Apparently, the baal habayis,
householder, at whose home Rav Aryeh ate was becoming
infected by the spiritual malaise known as Haskalah,
Enlightenment. Sadly, it affected many people who, as a
consequence, began to look askance on the Torah way of life.
Some of these people eventually became apostates. Fearing that
the environment in which he ate dinner would eventually take its
toll on his spirituality, Rav Aryeh left the yeshivah.

Rav Aryeh never shared his plans with his Rebbe.
Indeed, he attributed all of the tzaros, troubles, that he endured
in his life to the fact that he had upset his Rebbe. When asked
why he had not informed Rav Baruch Ber of his decision, Rav
Aryeh explained that the baal habayis was actually a fine, decent
person (as were so many who fell prey to the scourge of the
Haskalah); he had opened his home to him and made him feel
comfortable. He felt it would demonstrate a lack of hakoras
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hatov if he would relate to his Rebbe his concerns regarding this
man’s spiritual deviation. His Rebbe would be hurt, knowing that
the man whom he had recommended for his student’s
sustenance had become a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

In his tzaavah, will, Rav Aryeh wrote, “I was very careful
not to be ungrateful to anyone from whom | benefited.”

One more vignette concerning Rav Aryeh demonstrates
not only his consummate adherence to being makir tov, but also
indicates his elevated spiritual plane. Horav Eliezer Ozer, Shlita, is
Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Lomza, Petach Tikva. His grandfather,
founder of the yeshivah, Horav Eliezer Shulevitz, zl, was a primary
student of Horav Yisrael Salanter, zI. Prior to opening the
yeshivah in Petach Tikva, Rav Eliezer lived in Yerushalayim, where
he gave a nightly shiur, lecture, in kabbalah, mysticism/the
secrets of the Torah, to the premier Torah scholars of the city.
Among them was Rav Aryeh Levin and Horav Yaakov Moshe
Charlop, zl, Rav of Shaarei Chesed and Rosh Yeshivah of Mercaz
Horav. As a result of his attendance at this shiur, Rav Aryeh felt a
tremendous sense of gratitude to the entire Shulevitz family,
resulting in his maintaining a very close relationship with them.
This continued on to include Horav Moshe Ozer, zl, son-in-law
and successor to Rav Eliezer, and, later on, his son, Rav Eliezer
Ozer.

When Rav Moshe Ozer’s daughter married, the family
requested that Rav Aryeh act as mesader kiddushin, officiate. Rav
Aryeh demurred, citing his Rebbetzin’s (final) illness, which did
not allow him to leave home for any extended period of time.
Traveling to Petach Tikvah was not a short trip. The family felt
bad, but they understood that Rav Aryeh could not attend. How
surprised they were when in the middle of the chupah, Rav
Aryeh appeared. They were only too happy to have him
participate by reciting one of the sheva brachos, seven blessings
recited at a nuptial ceremony. Nonetheless, they were very
curious about why he had changed his mind.

After the chupah, Rav Aryeh asked to speak with the
kallah’s parents. Rav Eliezer was also in attendance when Rav
Aryeh revealed to them why he came to the wedding. He
explained that the previous night, their late son (the Ozer’s had a
son who was killed in the war) had appeared to him in a dream
and asked him to attend his sister’s wedding and to relay to them
his bircas mazel tov. He added, “You will encounter a number of
challenges ‘created’ to prevent you from arriving at the wedding
in a timely fashion, but, regardless, you should make the
attempt.” Rav Aryeh left at noon, allowing sufficient time for
arriving to the wedding. Everything that could have gone wrong —
did. First, the bus broke down. He then ordered a taxi that had a
flat midway to Petach Tikvah. The next taxi did not fare much
better than its predecessor. Finally, after a number of
replacements, he made it eight hours later to the chupah. Why
did he do it? He owed a debt of gratitude to the Shulevitz family
for the shiur in Kabbalah he had attended many years earlier.
Also, he simply could not refuse the “deceased” son’s request.

P aTIRY B AN MIPN 2RI UNR WM
The Egyptians mistreated us and afflicted us, and placed hard
work upon us. (26:6)

Previously in Sefer Devarim (5:15; 15:15; 16:16;
24:22), the Torah exhorts us to remember that we were once

slaves in Egypt. Here the Torah focuses on our affliction and
persecution. The liberation was the high point in our spiritual
education. We were introduced to emunah, faith, in Hashem,
amidst the many miracles leading up to and including those that
were a critical part of the Exodus. Why focus on servitude if the
primary lesson was our freedom from this wretched bondage?

The Sefer Chareidim derives from here a
powerful lesson concerning our obligation to — and the manner
in which we should — serve Hashem. Clearly, remembering that
we were liberated and taken out of a country from which no
slave had ever escaped is a formidable memoir, which catalyses
many important lessons. A particular aspect of this
remembrance, however, is crucial to our serving Hashem. We
survived as slaves. We were there and “done that.” We “walked
the walk” and emerged a better people as a result, because now
we know that slavery does not break us; it made us. Thus, if we
can “make it” and survive as slaves, we should take those
abilities and incorporate them in our “servitude” to the Almighty.
We went from being slaves to the Egyptians to becoming
servants of Hashem.

We are being taught an important and vital
principle: we should never forget that we have the ability to
serve. We should garner the lessons learned from this experience
— the strengths: physical, emotional and spiritual — that make us
better people — and apply them to serving Hashem. Every life
experience serves a purpose in shaping the physical, emotional
and spiritual character of a person. Hardship tempers one’s
emotional stamina. Challenges make us into better people. We
should never forget that we were once slaves — especially when
it comes to serving Hashem. He is the Supreme Master Whom
we serve with love. Not only is it an obligation, it is also a
privilege.

TAMTY ORI N19NAN Do TOY 1IN
All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you. (28:2)

The various commentators focus on the word,
V’hisigucha; “and (they will) overtake you.” Chazal have written
much about this blessing. Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, explains
this blessing practically: They will “reach” you. At times, we are
the beneficiaries of great blessing, but, sadly, we either do not
perceive the blessing due to a lack of depth of understanding or
due to downright obtuseness, resulting in our going out of our
way to ignore, downplay and even denigrate the blessing. In all
these cases, Hashem promises to see to it that the blessings
reach us, that we open up our minds and hearts to realise and
acknowledge Hashem'’s gift to us.

A classic case cited by Rav Karlinstein is the
incident of a young talmid chacham, a Torah scholar, of note, an
individual replete in middos tovos, wonderful, positive character
traits. He was a yarei Shomayim, G-d-fearing, whose spiritual and
ethical integrity was balanced and in-sync with his extraordinary
relationship with people. He was absolutely a gem of a human
being. Rav Karlinstein was singing his praises to his father who,
albeit a wonderful person, was sorely lacking in his personal
knowledge of Torah and concomitantly his appreciation of what
Torah does for a person and the unbelievable heights to which
one who excels in Torah can soar. Therefore, when he heard the
accolades concerning his son, he countered, “What does he have
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from all of this learning? I still have to support his family! In the
field of material success, he is a dismal failure!”

This man should be the proud father of a
diamond. Yet, he did not know it. This is to what the Torah is
alluding: At times, Hashem blesses a person, but the person is
clueless about the blessing. He may be holding a precious gem in
his hand, but, for all intents and purposes, he has a simple rock.
Hashem will see to it that the blessing will reach him and he will
become more aware of his blessing.

Some individuals approach life as one big
negative: nothing is good; whatever they see is in a negative
light. The nachash, serpent, was cursed that everything he would
eat would maintain the flavour of dirt. He could bite into the
most luscious steak, and it would taste like mud. This was his
curse. There are people like that, who are the beneficiaries of
amazing good fortune — vyet, they only see the negative.
V’hisigucha; “it will reach you.” You will have a hasagah, an
understanding, an appreciation of the blessing. This is how it will
reach you. You will realise it is knocking at your door.

This, explains Rav Karlinstein, is the beauty of
maaser beheimah, the tithing of animals, which requires that
every tenth animal to go through the pen be marked and set
aside as the tithe. Rather than count each animal and mark the
tenth, why not simply take ten percent of his total herd and
designate it as holy? The problem with taking ten percent off the
herd is that a person begins to question his contribution. For
example, if one has a thousand animals and he is asked to give
one hundred animals, the amount will tug at his heart. After all,
one hundred animals is a large contribution. If, however, one
counts, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine — he
realises that he has a large herd for which he should be thankful:

“] keep nine animals, so what if | give one away?” To give
one hundred times is much simpler than giving one hundred,
because one does not have the opportunity to focus on all of the
good that he possesses. Realising that the first nine belong to
him goes a long way in assuaging his begrudging feelings
concerning maaser beheimah.

TN TRRN RPY LLTAR 0 2OROD 70 M
Your life will hang in the balance... and you will not be sure of
your livelihood. (28:66)

At first glance, these curses appear to be
ominous. Rashi’s explanation, however, makes these curses
sound like minor inconveniences or the bleak economic picture
to which many of us are accustomed. “Your life will hang in the
balance” — refers to one who must purchase wheat from the
market. “You will not be sure of your livelihood” — refers to one
who relies on the baker/bakery for his bread. | never thought of
being “relegated” to shop in the store for food, or to visit the
bakery for a loaf of bread, as a curse.

Horav Chaim Shmuelevitz, zI, explains that the
curse is: V’lo saamin b’chayecha (literally — you will not believe in
your life), “And you will not be sure of your livelihood” means
that you will be lacking in emunah, faith, in Hashem - a
shortcoming that results in (at first) moderate (then extreme)
depression. When one has a deficiency in his belief in Hashem —
he is a cursed person. On the other hand, one whose faith in
Hashem is unshakeable — even if he has nothing, he is blessed.

This was the level of Klal Yisrael during their forty-year sojourn in
the wilderness. It is not the challenge that confronts us which
determines blessing or curse; rather, it is how we respond that
makes this designation. “The greatness of a person is determined
by the challenges he is willing to overcome.”

Chazal understood that the ideal situation is
when one has the ability to be self-sustaining. This is life in its
truest form. Relying on others creates a feeling of uncertainty.
This is a curse. Perhaps this is what the Tanna Hillel meant when
he declared, Im ein ani li — mi li, “If | am not for myself — who will
be for me” (Pirkei Avos 1: ). We each have an “Ani”, “I”. We must
live our lives — not that of someone whom we follow. If we do
not live our lives — who will?

Va’ani Tefillah

WIPHR 17 WP yaw
Shema Koleinu Hashem Elokeinu.
Hear our voice, Hashem, our G-d.

Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, notes that we do
not say “Hashem, hear our tefillah,” rather we plead, “Hear our
voice.” Koleinu, our voice, does not mean the sound of our
tefillah, since the Shemoneh Esrai is recited quietly. There is no
voice (so to speak) to hear. It must mean (says the Rav) that the
tefillah to which we refer when we say Shema Koleinu is a
reference to the kavanah, intention, and thought one has when
he prays. We ask Hashem to not simply listen to our voices, but
to our kavanah, the intent, that accompanies our voices. Indeed,
the true meaning of the tefillos which we recite are given their
true meaning via our voices — the thought and emphasis which
we inject into our prayer.

Rav Schwab employs a well-known analogy of
a father who comes to his Rav with a complaint concerning his
son who went off to yeshivah. “Father, send money!” How dare
he send such an audacious letter? The father presented the
letter to the rav and said, “Look, do you see what my son wrote
to me? The sheer chutzpah of the boy!” The rav took the letter
and began to read it. He then looked at the father and said, “You
did not read this letter properly. In a trembling and pleading
voice, the rav read the letter as a plea from the son begging his
father to please send him some money. Upon hearing the rav’s
rendition of the very same letter that he had just read, the father
broke down in tears: “I cannot refuse such a heart-wrenching
plea for funds.” It is all in the reading. Likewise, we ask Hashem
to listen to the tone and inflection of our prayers, because they
take on a completely new meaning once they are delivered
pleadingly and with supplication. Indeed, when we rattle off our
prayers like the caller at an auction, they have very little
meaning.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info
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Parashas Ki Savo

a

Matching Funds

14
May | help you gentlemen?”

“Yes, we have an appointment with Mr.
Asher at 10:00.”

“Yes, he is expecting you. You may go
in.”

Mr. Asher stands up as the Rabbis enter
the room.

“Yes, my dear friends please
come in. It is always a pleas-
ure to see you.”

“The pleasure is mutual, Mr.
Asher. How have you been?”
“Fine, thank you. To what
do | owe the pleasure of this
visit?”

“Mr. Asher, we have a tremendous mitz-
vah for you. We have formed a tsedaka
organization that provides food and basic
needs to hundreds of destitute families,
among them widows, orphans, and
homeless people. We have pooled our
energies into one central organization to
work more efficiently.”

“Excellent idea. Efficiency is important.”
“Of course the sums of money that are
required are very large, because we are
caring for thousands of people. We are
doing our best with a concerted, exten-
sive fund raising campaign. We have been
collecting for several months now. How-
ever, we are still far short of our goal.
This is where you come into the picture.
We have a proposition for you.”

“Go ahead.”

“We will make an all-out effort for the
next month. We ask you, Mr. Asher, for a
commitment for matching funds. We
would like to approach contributors and
tell them that each dollar that they give
will be matched with another dollar, and
the poor person will receive two dollars.
Mr. Asher, if you agree to this plan, you
are following the ways of Hashem Him-
self.”

“How is that?”

“The mitzvah of viduy masseros (giving
an accounting of the fulfillment of ones
maaser obligations) is found in the
weekly parasha (Devarim 26:12-14). After
the person gives the accounting, he then
offers up a prayer to Hashem. “Gaze
down from Your holy abode, from the
heavens, and bless Your people Israel...”
(Devarim 26:15). The Alshich explains the
prayer as follows. After the person has
fulfilled his own obligation, making him-
self and other less fortunate Jews happy
by sharing his wealth with them, he may
then ask Hashem to do His part and pro-
vide for these people directly. May they
receive their sustenance directly from the
Almighty, and not from the hands of oth-
ers. The same may be said about our pro-

K>

ject, Mr. Asher. We will do our part, and
then you can emulate Hashem and do
your part.”

“Rabbis, this is a very attractive proposi-
tion. | will accept it on one condition.
The accounting that the person had to
give on his maaseros was very detailed
and extensive. Everything had to be given
to the right people, in the proper time
and amounts. It was not easy work.

+—

Therefore, if you want me to keep my
part of this agreement, you must give me
a comprehensive report of your efforts
over the next month. Leave no stone
unturned. Put your maximum effort into
raising as much money as you can. Then |
will reward you with matching funds.”
“Thank you very much Mr. Asher. May
Hashem bless you.”

“Amen.”

pEEEsEEEEEEESESESESESEEEEEsEsSsEsssEEEEEsEssssssEEEEEEEE .
s

: Kinderlach . . .

There are many collections for many tse-
i dakas. Sometimes the amounts needed

: seem astronomical. How can your small
donation make a difference? You may

i think, “Perhaps | should not give at all?

i This family needs thousands of dollars. |
: cannot help them.” You must only do

i your part, Rinderlach. The Alshich tells us
i that Hashem has His part. Your contribu-
: tion makes a difference. In the zechus of
your chessed, may Hashem do chessed

i and provide parnassa (livelihood) for all

Klal Yisrael.

It’s Great to be
Grateful
“Hello.”

“Shalom Rabbi Katz, this is Aryeh Levy
calling.”

“Shalom, Aryeh! How are you?”

“Baruch Hashem, Rabbi just fine.”
“What’s doing, Aryeh?”

“Last week | asked the Rabbi for his ad-
vice on how to handle a sticky situation
with a neighbor.”

“Yes, | remember that.”

“l just wanted to thank the Rabbi. His
advice was excellent, and the problem is
now 100% solved.”

“Wonderful! Thank you so much for tell-
ing me that Aryeh. What else is doing?”
“Nothing, Rabbi Katz. | just wanted to

express my appreciation.”
Rabbi Katz was pleasantly surprised.

“That is fantastic, Aryeh. | am the one
who owes you a thank you.”

“You're welcome Rabbi Katz; but what
did | do?”

“You expressed your hacoras ha’tov
(gratitude), Aryeh. Do you know how
many people call me every day and all
night, asking shaylas (ques-
tions concerning Torah laws)
and advice?”

“l can just imagine, Rabbi.”
“Very often | spend many
hours speaking with the per-
son or researching his shayla.
After | give the answer, |
usually do not hear any-
thing. This time it is different. It is so grati-
fying to hear from you that the problem
was solved. It is even more heartwarming
that you made a special phone call just to
thank me.”

“It is the least that | can do, Rabbi Katz,
after all the help that you have given to

{ Kinderlach . . .

i The parasha begins with the declaration

: made when bringing the bikurim (first

: fruits). “And you will approach the

i Kohen...and you shall say to him...”

: Devarim (26:3). The person proceeds to

i make a lengthy statement, expressing his
: gratitude for the good that Hashem has

i done for the Jewish people since the days
: of Yaakov Avinu, down to the present :
: bringing of these first fruits. Isn’t it enough
i to bring the fruits? Why do we also have :
i to make a long speech? The Sefer

i HaChinuch explains that expressing

i hacoras ha’tov arouses true feelings of

i appreciation in one’s heart. Hashem
wants us to truly appreciate the good, and
i not just go through the motions of bring-
i ing the bikurim. Rashi adds, in the name
: of the Sifrei, that the declaration shows

i that you are not unaware of the good.

: The lkar Sifsei Chachomim expands on this i
: point. If a person does not recall the

i source of the good, by making this decla-
: ration, he will push it out of his mind. He
i will come to ignore the good. This is a

i terrible fault. Seichel (common sense)

: alone tells us that being ungrateful is a

i lowly trait. Therefore, the Torah comes to
: implant gratitude into our hearts. Hacoras :
ha’tov is a trait that needs constant chizuk
: (strengthening). The Chovos Halevavos
i goes even further. Hacoras ha’tov (liter-
: ally recognizing the good) is the founda-
: tion of Avodas Hashem. The more a per-
i son feels indebted to Hashem, the more ~:
:, sincere will be his service to the Holy One. :

....................................................... ot
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26:1 “yaxn I NIAN D i
ﬁ NN Y7 M PR T Owx
D2 naw' anw”
“And it will be when you enter the Land
that Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an

inheritance, and you possess it and dwell in
it.” It says in the Sifri that one should
perform the Mitzvah of Bikkurim in order
to have the Zechus of entering the Land of
Eretz Yisroel. The obvious question is, how
can it be that as a Zechus of performing the
Mitzvah of Bikkurim Klal Yisroel will be
Zoche to enter the Land of Eretz Yisroel,
when the Mitzvah of Bikkurim only comes
after Klal Yisroel conquer and settle the
Land?

The Sifri says that the Loshon of
“ar1” means that something happened
immediately. In the Zechus that Klal
Yisroel heeded the Mitzvah of Bikkurim,
they were Zoche to enter the Land of Eretz
This
perplexing, for how can we say that the

Yisroel. statement 1is quite
Mitzvah of Bikkurim was supposed to be
done immediately, when the obligation of
Bikkurim is only after Klal Yisroel conquer
and settle the Land of Eretz Yisroel. That
would be fourteen years after they entered
the Land. If so, how could it say that nni
means immediate, that Klal Yisroel are
about to receive this Mitzvah, while they
were still in the Midbar? Additionally, how
could it be that they were Zoche to enter the
Land of Eretz Yisroel in the Zechus of the
Mitzvah of Bikkurim, when they didn’t
have the Mitzvah of Bikkurim prior to
entering the Land? The Torah is teaching
us here the greatness of the yearning and
looking forward to perform Mitzvos. It says
in Bereishis Rabbah 42:3 that the Loshon of
“anr” connotes joy. The Torah is telling us
that Kilal
regarding the Mitzvah of Bikkurim in the
Midbar, that which they would not be
obligated in wuntil they conquered and
settled the Land. Klal Yisroel were joyous
with this Mitzvah that they would be able
to fulfill in the future, and they looked
forward to fulfilling it. When it says, “n'nr”
— that is was immediate, it is referring to
the joy that Klal Yisroel immediately had
about the Mitzvah, although they would not
actually be able to fulfill it for many years
to come. Brochos 6a — If one sought to
Mitzvah,
unavoidable occurred that did not allow him

Yisroel were commanded

perform a and something
to actually perform the Mitzvah, the Torah

considers it as if he performed it. Shocher

Looking Forward

Tov 62 — Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Dovid
Hamelech, “Even though you yourself did
not build the Bais Hamikdash, being that
you thought about it, and wanted to build it,

I will call it after your name — it was Dovid’s
Bais Hamikdash.” As it says in Tehillim
30:1 “m77 naan nonn vw wnm.” The Posuk
does not say Shlomo, who actually built it,
but rather Dovid, for it was he who thought
in his heart to do it. By Klal Yisroel having
a joy regarding the Mitzvah of Bikkurim, it
showed their true desire to perform it, and
it was considered as if it was done. It was
this Zechus of the Simcha, which caused it
to be as if they performed the Mitzvah of
Bikkurim, that was the Zechus in which
Klal Yisroel were Zoche to receive the Land
of Eretz Yisroel. Medrash Mishlei 12:20 —
“nnnw ni7w w71’ — If one is lying on his bed
at night and he says, “Tomorrow I will get
up and will do something good for Ploni,” he
will be Zoche to rejoice together with
Tzaddikim in Gan Eden in the future. This
means that even before he did anything,
because he planned on doing something
good which is going to bring about peace, it
is as if he already did it. Klal Yisroel were
in the Midbar, but were already receiving
reward for the Mitzvah of Bikkurim, a
Mitzvah that they would not be obligated in
for many years. (Mwn xa)

With all physical desires that one
craves, the desire is only there until one
completes the action. However, after he
already had that which he desired, he no
longer has any enjoyment from it, and will
often regret his action, especially by a Yid
after he Chas V’sholom sins against the
Ribbono Shel Olam. However, with the
Simcha of a Mitzvah this is not so, but on
the contrary, after one completes the
performance of the Mitzvah, he is joyous
that he performed it, and is infused with
Kedusha. That is the main purpose of the
fulfillment of a Mitzvah — to be infused with
Kedusha. This is what the
alluding to here, that the main purpose for
Klal Yisroel to enter the Land of Eretz
Yisroel, is to revel in the splendor of
Kedusha, for the Land of Eretz Yisroel is
Kodosh. The Sifri is telling us that one
should do this Mitzvah, for that is the
purpose of entering the Land in the first
place. By performing the Mitzvos of the
Land of Eretz Yisroel, and the Mitzvah of
Bikkurim, one will be Zoche to taste the

Torah 1is

Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel, and to enjoy the

splendor of this Kedusha. The more one

DNIN N N NR? nnwa 1017

performs the Mitzvos of the Land, the more
he enters to the Kedusha of the Land. (2'0
11Y)

“anr’ is a Loshon of Simcha, to
teach us that there is no true joy except
when we are living in the holy Land of Eretz
Yisroel, as it says in Tehillim 126:2 “ X7 T8
11'o pIny” — that Le’asid Lavo when we are
Zoche to once again truly be in our Land,
the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel, we will have
true joy. (0"nn IK)

There are many Mitzvos we
cannot perform for they do not come our
way, while there are many Mitzvos that we
are Zoche to have the opportunity to
perform. The Torah is teaching us a very
important lesson in Avodas Hashem. How
do we serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu? Do we
Chas V’sholom serve Him like one who has
jury duty, or do we serve Him with joy?

Do we hope that He won’t notice us
and that we will not have to perform
Avodah, or do we look forward to the
opportunity to serve Him in any way we
can?

The Sifri is pointing out to us this
important lesson of how we are to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and when we do so in
the proper way, we will receive reward even
before we have the opportunity to perform
the actual Mitzvah — or for that matter even
if we never get to perform that Mitzvah.
One can only truly be happy when we are
Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash, and
Hashem’s Name is complete. However, we
can still have a little joy — and that joy is in
looking forward to performing the Mitzvos
of Hashem. Although we are not Zoche to
have the Mitzvah of Bikkurim — we can still
be Mekayeim it. We need to look forward to
performing it when we will once again be
Zoche to have the Mitzvah.

As we prepare for the Yomim
Naro'im fast approaching, we must take
this lesson to heart. We can’t perform all
the Mitzvos that we should prior to the
Yemei Hadin. What should we do — how we
will have a good judgment? We must have
the proper attitude — the attitude of serving
Hashem with great joy, and looking forward
to the Mitzvos that we will be able to
perform in the future. If we do this,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will make it as if we
performed them, and we will enter the
Yemei Hadin with many Zechusim. May we
be Zoche to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with
joy, and be Zoche to have a nn'mni namd
nalo.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
—— -
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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS KI SAVO v"ywn

ARE YOU A DESERVING PERSON?

Rebbe Menachem Zembah Hy"D wrote in the name of the Ari Hakodesh that the mitzvah of Bikkurim is a rectification of the sin of the
Meraglim. An allusion to this is from the first Mishna in the third perek of Bikkurim that explains the process of selecting the first fruits that
one must bring to Bais Hamikdash. The first ripe figs, pomegranates and grapes must be tied with a reed to indicate that they have been
selected. Why did the Mishna select these three particular fruits? He answers that these are identical to the fruits that the Torah
enumerates which the Meraglim took back to the camp of Am Yisrael with which they spoke Lashon Harah on Eretz Yisrael (Bamidbar 13,23
Rashi). This exacting parallel of fruits conveys that Bikkurim is a tikkun to the Meraglim's chait. How does Bikkurim correct the shortcomings
of the Meraglim?

The Zohar Hakadosh explains that the Meraglim had a driving self interest which motivated them to talk bad about Eretz Yisrael. They saw
in ruach hakodesh that when Yisrael enters Eretz Yisrael they would lose their positions of prestige and others would replace them. Their
Lashon Harah about Eretz Yisrael came about because they felt entitlement to keep their jobs even in Eretz Yisrael. They forgot that
Hashem gave them their position in the first place and therefore He can take it away from them when and wherever He sees fit (see first
Rashi in Chumash).

This reminds me of the story of the Chiloni Yid who was told many times that working on Shabbos will not pay, for eventually he will lose all
the money that he earned. The Chiloni thought he could outsmart Hashem and took out five different insurance policies from different
companies in order to secure his fortune. "Now, tell me how can Hashem naturally take my money away from me", he exclaimed. His friend
told him that Hashem might not be able to naturally take your money away from you but He can naturally take you away from your money!
For that there is no insurance.

Bikkurim are the opposite of the shortcoming of the Meraglim. Bikkurim is solely a mitzvah of Hakaras Hatov to Hashem (Devarim 26,3
Rashi). The individual who brings his first fruits to Yerushalayim is well aware that his success is Hashem's miracle. One would think that by
obligating the owner to wait, to control and refrain himself, from the craving of eating his prize fruits, is asking the impossible. Yet this is
expected from every Yid in this scenario that he must overcome his feelings of entitlement of which he thinks he deserves to eat from them
right now. The power to control his deep desire stems from the realization that in truth Hashem does everything from beginning to end,
giving man room only to possess the power of yiras shmayim to choose good over evil. The person who brings the Bikkurim demonstrates
that he does not possess the license nor the right to demand those first fruits, but rather he is driven by deep feelings of Hakaras Tov to
Hashem for making this special gift of kindness available in his own vineyard and orchard.

With this understanding we find Bikkurim being a tikkun for the Meraglim. The Spies felt entitlement for their positions which is in contrast
to Bikkurim that teaches humility, gratitude and service to Hashem who is the Adon Olam, and that all existence belongs to and is sustained
by Him alone.

With this we can explain the Sifri on the first passuk of the parsha that in the merit of Bikkurim you will enter the land of Eretz Yisrael. But
they did not yet enter in order to fulfill the mitzvah of Bikkurim? According to our explanation it means that if you will accept this mitzvah of
Bikkurim upon yourselves then you will correct the sin of the Meraglim which penalized Am Yisrael from entering the land.

The proper mind set and posture with which one must enter Rosh Hashanah is that of realizing that nothing is owed to him even though he
thinks that he has accomplished and risen in spirituality. One has to feel that he is a poor needy person who begs his benefactor for
sustenance and life itself. This concept is reinforced by Rabbe Yitzchak (Rosh Hashanah 16b) who states that every year that at its beginning
there is poverty, it will become enriched at its end. Both Rashi and Tosfos explain that the poverty at the start of the year is referring to
people who daven in the form of supplication with a broken heart. This triggers that the mercy of Hashem will be bestowed on them. A
poor person with a broken heart and spirit doesn't feel entitlement and deserving. The word D"1ann supplication is from the root word |n

RAMAPOSE AInannl
- NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! BalabllY) 12 YND'N 5N DA NdOYN . .

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



S : .
apanl £ O

PARSHA WITH HaTossn

YESHIVA ZEEV HATORAH www.zeevhatorah.org

For sponsorship and to subscribe please email Yaakov@zeevhatorah.org

and DIn which means free and undeserving. The Vilna Gaon brings the passuk (Mishlei 18,23) wn 12T nanNnN that during tefillah one
should view himself as a poor person. During the Ten Days of Teshuvah we are asked to call out to Hashem because He is close (Yehsaya
55,6) 2N INI'NA INIK7 and another passuk says (Tehillim 34 19) 2% mawa? 'n anj that Hashem is close to the broken hearted. Therefore
on Rosh Hashanah which is the day one of this special closeness with Hashem, one must have a true broken heart when he approaches
Hashem with supplications. If this condition is fulfilled then the Torah promises that at the end of the year one will be enriched both in
spirit and physical well- being.

The shofar mirrors this idea by first beginning with a sound of tekiah which symbolizes the call to one who feels complete and in good
shape which is a misconception. The second and third callings of the shofar nyvinn naw which are broken sounds are to bring about in the
person a broken heart by realizing how distant he has become from Hashem because of his spiritual shortcomings. As a tzaddik once said
there is no greater shelaimus than a broken heart. Only then we blow another tekiah symbolizing the shelaimus that follows the broken
heart.

That is why the acronym of these three fruits mentioned in the Torah by the Meraglim and Bikkurim D21y |In7 nixA spell yan hinting to
Rosh Hashanah the day called nyinn ni. The passuk says (Tehillim 2,9) 212 vawa DYIN to shatter to pieces. The shofar which breaks
one's heart is in order to achieve teshuvah, for Hashem is close to the broken hearted. So too, Bikkurim is tantamount to the destiny station
of the shofar which is to feel broken over one's incomplete state of dedication and devotion to Hashem, compared to all the chesed that He
bestows upon him incessantly.

It is interesting to note that the word 17 is gematriah 32. When the heart is broken one has the word X'n 16 half of the whole heart. The Ari
Hakadosh writes that the 1171 1I'nIax? nTnyw X'l that we say in the Haggadah, the word X'n is referring to the Shechinah. Why? We can
say because N'n is result of a broken 2%. The passuk says X2T N [IDWX X | will dwell by the downtrodden. The Shechinah dwells in the
broken heart and therefore merits |n from Hashem. If one really spends time being grateful for everything that Hashem does for him, he
will not be able to keep up pace with the showering of Hashem's non stop chesed and therefore he will feel like a poor person who has
nothing when beseeching Hashem with requests for good.

And now it is time to present the etymological insight as part of the equation. If one feels he deserves then he de-serves. A prefix of "de"
before a word introduces a removal or negative such as we find in the words dehumidifier, demerit etc. Therefore if one feels he deserves
reward from Hashem then he is removing his full service from Him. Without full Hakaras Hatov one can be led to feel that Hashem is
indebted to him for his endeavors and not vice versa. Yet the passuk states (Tehillim 62,33) Inwynd 'R D7WUN NNKX 'O Ton 1K 171 Hashem
displays chesed by rewarding each person according to his deed. The question that immediately arises is can reward be called chesed to the
person that receives payment for his endeavors? The answer is that no one can do anything in any world with any existence without the
constant sustainment of Hashem. The chesed of Hashem towards Man is that Hashem deems His own actions as Your actions 1nwynd as if it
was considered your deed even though in the absolute truth it is not. This gift of incredible "consideration" is nevertheless the
nnxaccording to Hashem as hinted in the gematriah of Inwwyn> which is nnx.

There are two words one in Lashon Hakodesh and one in Yiddish that sound alike, almost. Efes in LH means zero and Epis is Yiddish means
something of substance. The message is the same as we have been saying throughout this mamar that when one feels he undeserving from
Hashem and He owes him nothing, then he merits something substantial for his endeavors.

Let us come to Hashem on this Rosh Hashana with Efes and thereby merit a year of Epis of substantial ruach and growth towards Hashem.
The pronunciation difference between the two which separates them is only a dot in the pay letter of Epis. It doesn't take much to become
an Epis if you are willing to take out the time to think just a little about Hashem's constant tovos. The Pay day will be well worth that time
spent.
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(£ 347.618.5028 J
bookings@djkaej.com
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TELETECH

SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

FIRST/CLASS

LEASING

I:E ‘ UNLIMITEDISRAEL
PO M O N A ON ISRAEL IABI.E NETWORK

ENTERPRISES CORP.

Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

nt age shop several compahies to find..

eright coverage and the right price. |

MWise Menhsurance Services «
)port@s emeﬁinsurance.&ﬁ* ‘ ?

Phé 78 Fax845-231-6224
I ROCKLAND TRANSFERS "
CAR SERVICE
‘!n E Hﬁ‘ : T e
2 TR0 N0 90

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogoodd(@gmail.com
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE #

www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com

Reserve Online

www.RocklandTransfers.com

Call / Text

(845) 265-8688

L
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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TORAH

Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) We”springs
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)

Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim
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Compilation of Divrel Torah

DIVRE] TORA n1 In n Hﬂ n1 Ramapost.com/ram-hatorah

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

PARSHAS YISRO
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LDovID

ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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R’ Yankel Miller, Yarmer Rov

URGENT
1zedaka Party

FOR 4 YESOMIM

THIS SUNDAY!
September 22, 2019 - 7-11 PM

8 Tokay Lane (Concord) - Monsey, New York

ALL MEN ARE INVITED

Dear Friend, v mny

As we approach the Yomim Noraim, I am coming to you, my dear compassionate brothers, to extend a helping hand and provide support to the family of Bnei Brak, E. Israel, who were left
bereft of their father >, and without any means of support to feed their family.

In the merit of helping these orphans, may you be inscribed in the Book of the Righteous, and may Hashem, the Father of Orphans, repay your good deeds and grant you nachas from all
children and generations to come.

On behalf of this great mitzva, I hereby affix my signature.

0'970XN 12X DA

Skulener Rebbe Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman

Monsey Congregation Ahavas Torah
Iy o ~
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Rabbi C. E. Schneebalg

Rabbi Elimelech Biderman
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Wishing a heartfelt Mazel tov to
THE LEVITAN FAMILY
on the engagement of their daughter
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



