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than the chairs her friends 
had. 

Soon enough, the 
mystery was solved. There 
was another chasunah hall 
on a different floor; they 
ordered the kallah chair. 
Accidentally, or rather, by 
hashgachah pratis, the chair 
was delivered to the wrong 
floor. The date was the 20th 
of Sivan. The family that 
ordered the chair was 
waiting until nighttime (כ״א 

 before they made the (סיון
chuppah (because the 20th of 
Sivan is a fast day in some 
communities, commemorating 
the massacres of ת״ט  while (ת״ח 
the poor family had their 
chuppah by daytime, 
before shkiyah. Thus, both 
brides were able to use the 
same kallah chair. 

Some could argue that a 
kallah chair is trivial 
compared to many other 
important things that one 
should daven for. Perhaps 
that’s true, but it is 
important to daven for 
trivial matters too because 
there is nothing that we 
shouldn’t daven for. And 

when we pray, all our 
needs can be fulfilled with 
tefillah. 

Chassidim once heard 
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz 
zt'l pray, “Hashem! Please! 
Let our maid return…" His 
students thought: 
“Certainly, the Rebbe has 
some deep intentions in 
mind.” 

The chassidim asked 
him to explain the meaning 
of this prayer. 

He replied, “The tefillah 
was exactly as it sounded. 
My wife needs help. 
Recently, the maid left. So I 
prayed that the maid 
should return" (Divrei 
Shmuel). The Rebbe 
understood that for all 
one’s needs — the small 
and the large — one should 
turn to Hashem. 

In the tefillos of yamim 
nora’im we say, ונורא אתה   קדוש 

 Hashem, You are holy“ ,שמך
and awesome. It doesn’t 
seem correct that we should 
turn to you for trivial 
matters. However, אלו״ה  אין 
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10. The Chazon Ish zt’l (Maaseh Ish vol.7 103) would say: Sometimes 
one must do hishtadlus with deeds too. But if one does hishtadlus 
with deeds but he doesn’t daven, he hasn’t completed his obligation 
for hishtadlus, for the primary hishtadlus is tefillah. 

 there is no other G-d ,מבלעדיך
other than You, Hashem. 
So, where should we turn 
for our needs, if not to 
Hashem? 

A family moved to a 
new home, and a wise ten-
year-old was angry with 
the contractor and builders. 
He said, "Why did they 
make the counters so high? 
If I want to get myself a 
cup of coffee, I have to ask 
an adult to help me. And 
why are the outlets so 
high? I can't plug anything 
in on my own without an 
adult doing it for me." 

But when he became 
older, he realized that this 
was purposely planned so 
the young children 
shouldn’t get hurt. It isn't 
safe when young children 
can get to the kitchen 
appliances and the outlets 
easily. 

This story is a reminder 
of the importance of tefillah. 
Sometimes we are upset 
when we see something is 
missing in our lives. It is 
missing for a purpose 
because this is something 
that you shouldn’t get on 
your own. You have to ask 
it from Hashem, and then 
you will get it.10

Counsels for Te illah

Last week's parashah 
states, ויהי האדם לנפש חיה, "Adam 
was a living soul" (Bereishis 
2:7). Onkelus translates it, 
ממללא  ".a speaking soul" ,לנפש 
This means that man's 
essence is his ability to 
speak. 

But when Adam was 
created, he was alone. 
Chavah wasn't created yet. 
There was no one to speak 
to. It must be that man was 
created to speak with 
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11. Rabbeinu b'Chaya (Kad HaKemach, beginning of Erech Tefillah) writes, 
"The power of tefillah is very great; it annuls decrees… Tefillah is 
greater nevuah; above the place from where nevuah emanates to 
the nevi'im…" 

Hashem. The purpose of 
his creation is to pour out 
his heart in tefillah. 

A counsel that helps 
people have kavanah is to 
think that there is only you 
and Hashem, and no one 
else. 

The Chareidim says this 
idea is hinted to in the 
words of, נא הושיעה  והו   This .אני 
means that it's והוא  only ,אני 
myself and Hashem. "Even 
when I am among other 
people, nevertheless, since 
no one sees the secrets of 
my heart other than 
Hashem; and no one is 
seeking to help me other 
than Hashem, and no one 
can save me from my tzaros 
other than Hashem; 
therefore the people around 
don’t interfere. It is like 
they aren't there, and there 
is only Hashem and me… 
This is the implication of אני 

 there is only me and ,והו
Hashem, נא  and when ,הושיע 
one prays with this thought 
in mind, salvation will 
come through his tefillah."11

The Mesilas Yesharim 
(19) writes, "When one 
prays one should think…
that he is standing before 
the King of kings and 
praying to Him… As Chazal 
(Brachos 28:) state, מתפלל  וכשאתה 

מתפלל אתה  מי  לפני   When you' ,דע 
pray, know before Whom 
you are standing'… Know 
that you are standing 
before the Creator, and you 
are speaking with Him, 
although no eye can see 
Him… Someone with a 
straight mind, and with a 
drop of contemplation, can 
plant this truth into his 
heart – that he is literally 
speaking with Hashem, 
begging from Him, and 
Hashem harkens to his 
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words, as when one is 
speaking to his friend." 

A non-religious Yid 
walked into the yeshiva in 
Kfar Chassidim when they 
were davening Minchah. 
After davening, people 
asked him what his 
impressions were. He 
replied, "I saw bachurim 
swaying back and forth. 
But this old man was 
standing near the wall [that 
was Reb Elyah Lopian zt'l] 
and it appeared that he 
was truly speaking with 
someOne…" This is how 
tefillah should appear, with 
Emunah and recognition 
that you are speaking with 
Hashem.

עשה למען שמך

 A segulah for the tefillos 
to be answered is to pray 
for Hashem's honor. For 
example, when one prays 
for parnassah, one can 
express in his tefillos that if 
Hashem gives him 
parnassah, he will have 
more time to learn Torah. 
When the tefillah is for 

Hashem's honor, his tefillos 
will be answered. 

After the sin of the 
meraglim, Hashem 
contemplated destroying 
the Jewish nation. Moshe 
saved them with his tefillos. 
He prayed for essentially 
two points: (a) If Hashem 
destroys the nation it will 
create a chillul Hashem, 
because the nations of the 
world will think that 
Hashem doesn’t have the 
power to bring them into 
Eretz Yisrael. (b) Moshe 
said, חסד ורב  אפיים  ארך   that ,ה׳ 
Hashem should have 
compassion on the Jewish 
nation. 

Hashem replied, סלחתי 

 I forgive them, as" ,כדבריך
you said," and Rashi writes, 
"Because of what you said 
that the nations of the 
world will say that Hashem 
doesn’t have the power to 
bring them into Eretz 
Yisrael…" It was specifically 
that prayer that saved them 
and not the prayer that 
Hashem should have 
rachmanus on them. 
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The Tchebiner Rav said, 
לפרסם  it's a mitzvah to ,מצוה 
publicize this Rashi, so 
people will know to pray 
for Hashem's honor, and 
then their tefillos will be 
answered. 

After Shemonah Esrei we 
say, עשה למען שמך עשה למען ימינך, עשה 

קדושתך למען  עשה  תורתך,   ,למען 
"Answer us for Your name's 
sake, for Your right arm, 
for Your Torah, for Your 
holiness." The poskim teach 
that when one says these 
words למעלה גדול  רעש   It" ,נעשה 
rouses a great commotion 
in heaven." The Tur (122) 
states that those who are 
cautious with this tefillah, 
שכינה פני  ומקבל   will merit ,זוכה 
welcoming and receiving 
the face of the Shechinah."

The Likutei Chaver ben 
Chaim (Noach) explains that 
the specialness of this 
tefillah is that after saying 
Shemonah Esrei, we request 
that Hashem should 
answer our tefillos for His 
honor; for His sake; and 
that is a very special tefillah. 

The first letters of ,שמך 

קדושתך תורתך,   from this) ימינך, 
tefillah) spell קשתי. The 
Chasam Sofer zt'l (Toras 
Moshe, Noach, קשתי  would (את 
say every year that this is 
hinted at in the pasuk, את 

בענן נתתי   I placed My" ,קשת״י 
rainbow (קשתי) in the cloud." 

The Chasam Sofer didn’t 
explain his intention, but 
the Chasam Sofer's student, 
Likutei Chaver ben Chaim, 
explains that it states (Eichah 
תפילה ,(3:44 מעבור  לך  בענן   that ,סכות 
since the Churban Beis 
HaMikdash, there's a cloud 
in heaven, which prevents 
the tefillos from going up. 
As Chazal say, "From when 
the Beis Hamikdash was 
destroyed, the gates of 
tefillah are closed." The 
pasuk is hinting, נתתי קשת״י   את 

 that this cloud can be ,בענן
penetrated and the tefillos 
will go up when one prays 
in the form of קשת״י, roshei 
teivos for ימינך תורתך,   .קדושתך, שמך, 
Because when one prays 
for Hashem's honor, the 
tefillos will penetrate the 
cloud and go up before 
Hashem's throne.
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