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Friday Night (Mar 20th) 

Rav Avrohom Gershon Ashkenazi (Kitover), brother-in-law of the Ba’al

1761). His father, Efraim, was a Rav and Av Bais Din in one of the four Botei Din

Poland. In 1747, he moved to Eretz Yisrael (becoming the first of the talmidim

do so), living first in Chevron and then in Yerushalayim, (5521/1761); 

Rav Menachem Mendel Hager, (1885–1941). Rebbe of Vizhnitz for fourteen years. He 

Degel HaTorah, (5701/1941); 

(1925–2003), head of the Eida HaChareidis Rabbinical Court in 

Yerushalayim. Rav Fischer was born in Yerushalayim on the 21st of Tammuz

Yisrael Yaakov Dehaan was killed in what many said was the first political

modern Israeli history. Dehaan changed his lifestyle and became a chareidi
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became his chavrusa. In 1961, he was appointed moreh horo’a in the Eida HaChareidis, and in 

1975 he joined its Bais Din. In 1963, he was appointed Rav of the Zichron Moshe shul, a 

position he kept for forty years, (5763/2003); 

� Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein, (5765/2005). 

� 26th of Adar ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Mar 21st) 

� Rav Eli (Eliyohu) Chaim Carlebach, Rav Citron’s father-in-law, twin brother of singer Rav 

Shlomo Carlebach, (5750/1990); 

� Sora Schenirer, mother of the Bais Yaakov movement, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Eliezer Lippa, the son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, and mechaber of Orach 

LaTzaddik, (5573/1813); 

� Rav Avrohom Chaim Brim of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002). 

� 27th of Adar ~ Begins Sunday Night (Mar 22nd) 

� Tzidkiyohu, last king of Yehuda, niftar while in captivity in Bovel (561 BCE). [Hamodia 2005 

says 396 BCE; Hamodia 2006 says 380 BCE]; 

� Rav Yosef Shaul ben Aryeh Leibush HaLevi Nathanson, (1810–1875). Born in Brezhan, he 

was married at the age of sixteen to Rebbetzin Sara Eidel, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Aharon 

Ittinge of Lvov, and granddaughter of Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, the Rav of Lvov. Her 

uncle was Rav Yaakov Orenstein, the Yeshuos Yaakov. Rav Yosef Shaul became very close to 

his brother-in-law, Rav Mordechai Zev Ittinge, and together they authored several seforim, 

including Meforshei HaYom and Mogen Giborim on Tur and Shulchon Aruch, Me’iras Einayim 

on hilchos bedikas hare’ia, and Ner Maarovi on the Yerushalmi. Many years before he became 

Rav, he founded a Yeshiva in Lvov whose purpose was to train Dayonim and Rabbonim. In 

1856, he was appointed Rav in Lvov, a position he held for almost twenty years. Sadly, his 

Rebbetzin was niftar in 1857. He married one year later but was never zocheh to have children 

with either wife. He founded a communal kitchen, and he himself would walk around town, 

collecting tzedoka from the city gevirim. For this tzedoka, he wanted to take an active role. He 

authored many seforim, including Divrei Shaul on the Haggoda, Divrei Shaul Yosef Da’as, 

Yodos Nedorim, Divrei Shaul al HaTorah, and Divrei Shaul al Aggados HaShas. But his most 

famous work is probably the Shoel Umeishiv, a five-volume collection of responsa and 

correspondence with great Rabbonim on a variety of laws and contemporary topics, an 

interesting example of which includes his lenient position to continue the custom of decorating 

the Jewish home on Shavuos with trees. The Vilna Gaon forbade it due to the Christian custom 

of Christmas trees. Yet Rav Yosef Shaul says that when he asked the non-Jews they told him the 

reason for the custom was not religious but festive. He therefore ruled that it was not against 

Jewish law for Jews to continue their age-old custom on Shavuos as well. When machine 

matzos were first introduced, Rav Yosef Shaul was one of the staunch supporters that ruled 

leniently, allowing the use of a machine over hand-baking the matzos. He even authored an 

entire leaflet, entitled Bitul Modo’a, against Rav Shlomo Kluger and his supporters, whose 

leaflet outlawing and banning machine matzos had appeared earlier the same year. 

Eventually, though, at the end of his life he changed his mind, after seeing for himself 

many of the negative consequences and compromised levels of kashrus of the machine matzos. 

Before his passing, he told his talmid, the chief Rav of Seret, that he should refrain from baking 

with a machine and that he regretted his former lenient ruling. [Hamodia 2007 states his 

yahrzeit is the 26th of Adar], (5635/1875); 
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� Rav Yeshaya Schorr. His primary teacher was Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz, the son of the 

Maggid of Zlotchov. Rav Schorr’s last rabbinical post, and the one for which he is best 

remembered, was in Iasi (on the present-day border between Romania and Moldova). His best-

known sefer is Klil Tiferes on the Chumash, (5639/1879); 

� Rav Moshe Meir Rosenstein of Berditchev, (1821–1902). A Chassid of the Ruzhiner Rebbe in 

his youth, Rav Moshe Meir moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled in Tzefas in 1853, living there 

for several decades. At the end of his life, he settled in Teverya. His insights have been 

published recently in a sefer called Avodas HaLevi’im, (5662/1902); 

� Rav Shlomo Elyoshiv, (1841–1925), a great Mekubol whose vast knowledge of all aspects of 

Torah and exceptional ability to clarify complicated concepts resulted in several Kabbalistic 

works, including Derushei Olam HaTohu (“Dayah”) and Hakdomos U’She’orim 

(“HaKodosh”). More recently, the more philosophical and less Kabbalistically technical 

sections of his works were assembled into a single book called Leshem Shevo Ve’achloma, 

[some say 24th of Adar] (5686/1926); 

� Rav Moshe Neuschloss, Av Bais Din of New Square. New Square is the anglicized form of 

Skvira, a village in Ukraine, where the Skver dynasty of Chassidus had its roots. The 

community was established in 1954, when twenty Skver families moved from Williamsburg to 

a 130-acre farm north of Spring Valley, under the leadership of their Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Yosef 

Twersky. In 1961 New Square became the first village in New York State to be governed by a 

religious group. Over the years annexations have increased its size. Its population increased 78 

percent between 1990 and 2000, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Chaim Sinuani, (1898–1979). Born in Sinuan, Yemen, to Chacham Yichya, of the 

eminent Bida family. As a youth, he left home for Jabal, to study in the Yeshiva of Rav Shlomo 

ben Yosef Tabib and Rav Dovid Ya’ish Chadad. Both Roshei Yeshiva passed away in 1919. In 

1921, at the age of only twenty-three, Rav Chaim became Rav and Av Bais Din of Sinuan. He 

and his family participated in Operation Magic Carpet in 1949. He is buried in Yehud, 

(5739/1979); 

� Rav Yisrael Bergstein, (1912–1998). Born in the Lithuanian city of Suvalk, he studied in 

Grodno under Rav Shimon Shkop and Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz from age eleven, then at age 

fourteen, under Rav Avrohom Grodzinsky and the Alter of Slabodka in Chevron. He taught at 

Chofetz Chaim in Baltimore and founded a Yeshiva in White Plains, (5758/1998). 

�  28th of Adar ~ Begins Monday Night (Mar 23rd) 

� Rav Shmuel HaLevi Klein (Kellin) of Boskowitz, mechaber of Machatzis HaShekel, a super-

commentary on the Mogen Avrohom on the Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim, (5567/1807); 

� Rav Mordechai Chevroni, Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron, (5746/1986); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel Gutfarb, gabbai tzedoka of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002); 

� Rav Mordechai Weitsel-Rosenblatt of Lechovitz, the father of the Slonim Chassidic dynasty, 

immigrated to Chevron in 1844, (5597–5676/1837–1916). 

� 29th of Adar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 24th) 

� Rabbeinu Yitzchok ben Rabbeinu Osher, and grandson of the Riva, was murdered al kiddush 

Hashem with numerous other Jews because of a blood libel, (4956/1196); 

� Rav Shlomo HaKohen Rabinowitz of Radomsk, first Rebbe of the Radomsk dynasty. He first 

took the position of Rav of Radomsk in 1842. He was the mechaber of Tiferes Shlomo on 

Chumash and the mo’adim, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Chaim Shmuel Birnbaum, son-in-law of Rav Akiva Eiger and mechaber of Ma’aseh 
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Choshev, (5647/1887); 

� Rav Chaim Welfried of Lodz, (5702/1942); 

� Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, (1891–1986). Born on the 21st of Adar I, in Dolhinov, he left for 

Minsk at the age of eleven. Among his friends there were the future Rav Reuven Grozovsky, 

and the young Aharon Kotler. Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Rav Yaakov and Rav Aharon 

traveled to Slobodka to learn under the supervision of the Alter of Slobodka. Rav Yaakov also 

learned in Slutzk. During World War I he took refuge in Lomza in the Yeshiva of Rav Yechiel 

Michel Gordon. On the 22nd of Sivan, 1919, he married his Rebbetzin Ita Ettel. On the 11th of 

Av 1937, he left for America. In 1945, he accepted the request of Rav Shraga Feivel 

Mendelovitz that he take up the position of Rosh Yeshiva in Mesivta Torah Voda’as, a position 

he kept for the rest of his life. His chiddushim were printed in his seforim Emes LeYaakov, on 

Torah and on Shas, (5746/1986); 

� Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky, (1911–1999). Born in Brooklyn, he attended Yeshiva Rav Chaim 

Berlin, and later Talmudical Academy High School on East Broadway. After high school, he 

became a member of the very first class of Yeshiva College, from which he graduated magna 

cum laude in 1932. He later earned his doctorate in education from Teachers College at 

Columbia University. When he began his tenure at Torah Umesorah, the National Society for 

Hebrew Day Schools, in 1946, he set as his goal that every town and city with a Jewish 

population of at least five thousand have a Jewish day school. In those days, there was only a 

handful of Yeshivos and day schools; there are now six hundred such schools with 170,000 

talmidim all over the United States. In 1980, he retired and moved to Yerushalayim, to devote 

himself to full-time learning, (5759/1999). 

� 1st of Nissan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 25th) 

� Nodov and Avihu, sons of Aharon HaKohen, (1309 BCE); 

� Rav Moshe Yosef Hoffman, the Dayan of Pupa, (5688/1928); 

� Rav Elimelech ben Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel of Grodzensk, mechaber of Divrei Elimelech and 

Imrei Elimelech. He also wrote Aish Kodesh and Chovas HaTalmidim. He was the father of the 

Piazeczna Rebbe, hy”d, (5652/1892); 

� Today is also the birthdate of Rav Nachman of Breslov; 

The name Nachman (נחמן) has a gematria of 148, which is the same gematria as Pesach (פסח). 

By studying some writing or making another connection to Rav Nachman we are able to utilize 

Rav Nachman’s light to help us elevate ourselves in preparation for Pesach over the next 

fourteen days. Below are a few quotes from the writings of Rav Nachman: 

It is recommended in the Kabbola and by Rav Nachman to follow the Nissan minhag.  

• Always wear a smile. The gift of life will then always be yours to give; 

• It is a great mitzva always to be happy; 

• If you believe that breaking is possible, believe and know that fixing is possible; 

• All the world is a very narrow bridge, and the most important thing is not to fear at all; 

• Always remember: happiness is not a side matter in your spiritual journey; it is essential; 

• Today you feel uplifted. Do not let yesterday and tomorrow bring you down. 

� 2nd of Nissan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 26th) 

� Rabbeinu Boruch, father of the Maharam MiRottenburg, (5035/1275); 

� Rav Eliyohu Kalmankash, Rav of Lublin, (5393/1633); 

� Rav Sholom Dovber Schneersohn, the Rebbe Rashab, fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe (1860–1920). 
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He is the mechaber of hundreds of major tracts in the exposition of Chassidic thought, 

(5680/1920); 

� Rav Yaakov Yosef Twersky, Skverer Rebbe (1899–1968). In the summer of 1919, because of 

the pogroms in Ukraine that followed the Bolshevik Revolution, the family moved to Kiev. A 

few months later, on the 15th of Kislev, his father, Rav Dovid, the Skverer Rebbe, was niftar, 

and the following fall, the remaining family left for Kishinev, Bessarabia (Moldavia). In 1925, 

Rav Yaakov Yosef married and moved to Belz. A few years later, he returned to Romania and 

led the Skverer Chassidim in Kolorash as their Rebbe. In the winter of 1945, he moved to 

Bucharest, from where he moved to the United States (in 1948). After establishing his court in 

Boro Park, then Williamsburg, he founded New Square in 1957, (5728/1968). 

nnn 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon Kitover,,,,    25252525thththth    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar

The Ba’al Shem Tov once wrote a 
letter to his brother-in-law, Rav Gershon 
Kitover, who lived in the Holy Land. The 
Ba’al Shem Tov asked his brother-in-law 
how it could be that he saw Rav Gershon 
outside Eretz Yisrael on a certain Shabbos. 
Rav Gershon wrote back explaining that on 
that particular Shabbos a certain wealthy 
Jew who lived outside Eretz Yisrael had 
made a bris and had sent for Rav Gershon 
to be the mohel to perform the ceremony. 
Rav Gershon did not question how the 
Ba’al Shem Tov could possibly see Rav 
Gershon hundreds of miles away. It was 
taken for granted: the Ba’al Shem Tov was 
able to see from one end of the world to the 
other! This was, of course, all accomplished 
using the hidden light in the Torah. (Degel 
Machaneh Efraim, Bereishis) 

The Imrei Chaim Of Vizhnitz once 
related how two Chassidim of the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov once visited his brother in 
law, Rav Gershon of Kitov, and were 
present during the time he was engaged in 
davening. As they observed his holy avoda, 
they were astounded and flabbergasted to 
see that in the middle of the silent amida, 
he dropped his small snuffbox and, 
bending down to retrieve it, opened it and 
took a pinch of snuff! Their indignation 
knew no bounds. “How dare he do such a 

thing in the middle of Shemone Esrei!” 

Their negative judgment and 
thoughts against such a pure Tzaddik 
caused a heavenly uproar and their Rebbe, 
the Ba’al Shem Tov, “saw” that a terrible 
decree was pronounced upon the two: the 
verdict was that they would not live out the 
year! 

Seeking to save them, the holy Ba’al 
Shem Tov invited them for Shavuos and 
when they stayed up all night reciting sefer 
Devorim, the Mishne Torah, as is the 
custom, the Ba’al Shem Tov “took away” 
their mochin, their spiritual vitality, and 
concentration to the point where they felt 
so dumbfounded they could barely 
understand the simple meaning of the 
pesukim! Just then, the holy Ba’al Shem 
Tov came by and offered them a pinch of 
snuff from his snuffbox. Each one took a 
pinch and “Ahh, a shmeck tabbak!” it 
revived them so much that they 
immediately felt bitter pangs of remorse 
toward Rav Gershon.  

“How we misjudged him! A pinch of 
snuff can work wonders!” they declared. 
Just then, the Ba’al Shem Tov turned to 
them with a smile. “Know that death was 
decreed upon you for your misjudgment of 
the holy Rav Gershon, but now your 
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realization of the merits of his deed, as well 
as your remorse and regret, have nullified 
and canceled the decree.” And so the two 
rejoiced. 

Rav Gershon once remarked: I hope 
my entire Olam HaBa will be as pleasant as 
the Olam HaBa our Rebbe, the Ba’al Shem 
Tov, earns when he smokes his pipe!” 

 

Famous letter from Rav Yisrael Ba’al 
Shem Tov to his brother-in-law, 
Rebbe Gershon of Kitov 

On Rosh HaShana of the year 5507 
(1746 CE) I performed, by means of an 
oath, an elevation of soul, as known to you, 
and saw wondrous things I had never seen 
before. What I saw and learned there is 
impossible to convey in words, even face to 
face...I ascended from level to level until I 
entered the chamber of the 
Moshiach, where the Moshiach learns 
Torah with all the Tanno’im and 
and Tzaddikim and also with the Seven 
Shepherds...I asked the Moshiach, “When 
will the Master come?” And he answered, 
“By this you shall know: When your 
teachings will become public and revealed 
in the world, and your wellsprings burst 
forth to the farthest extremes – that which 
I have taught you and you have 
comprehended – and they also shall be 
able to perform unifications and elevations 

as you, then all of the ‘shells’ will cease to 
exist, and there shall be a time of good will 
and salvation.” 

I stood in wonder and great distress 
as to the length of time necessary for this – 
when could this be? But from what I 
learned there – three potent practices and 
three holy Names, easy to learn and explain 
– my mind settled and I thought that 
possibly by means of these, men of my 
nature will be able to achieve levels similar 
to mine...But I was not given permission all 
my life to reveal this...But this I may inform 
you and may Hashem help you, your way 
shall ever be in the presence of Hashem 
and never leave your consciousness in the 
time of your tefilla and study. Every word 
of your lips intend to unite: for in every 
letter there are worlds, souls and divinity, 
and they ascend and connect and unite, 
and afterward the letters connect and unify 
to become a word, and (then) unify in true 
unification in divinity. Include your soul 
with them in each and every state. And all 
the worlds unify as one and ascend to 
produce an infinitely great joy and 
pleasure, as you can understand from the 
joy of groom and bride in miniature and 
physicality, how much more so in such an 
exalted level as this. Surely Hashem will be 
your aid and wherever you turn you will 
succeed and reach greater awareness. “Give 
to the wise and he will become ever wiser.” 

    

Rebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora Schenirer, 26, 26, 26, 26thththth    of Adarof Adarof Adarof Adar    

 “The main goal of the Bais Yaakov 
school,” wrote Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer, 
“is to train the Jewish daughters so that 
they will serve Hashem with all their might 
and with all their hearts; so that they will 
fulfill the commandments of the Torah 
with sincere enthusiasm and will know that 
they are the children of a people whose 
existence does not depend upon a territory 
of its own, as do other nations of the world 

whose existence is predicated upon a 
territory and similar racial background. 
The Bais Yaakov ideology stresses the 
following: religion; the fight against 
assimilation; the attachment to the Yiddish 
language.”  

In the words of Rebbetzin Sora 
Schenirer: 

The Jewish people has one holy 
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ideal through which, and because of 
which, it became a nation – its Torah. 
Only because the Jewish sons and 
daughters abandoned it and did not 
adhere to its precepts have they been 
exiled from their holy land, Eretz Yisrael. 
The Bais Yaakov school has as its goal the 
training of the Jewish woman to fulfill the 
commandments of the Torah and to 
educate its daughters in the Torah spirit.  

Not by the construction of beautiful 
edifices or large libraries will the fire of 
knowledge be implanted. No! Only when 
they will study the holy Torah, disseminate 
and spread it, fan its flames, open the 
Jewish eyes and warm the Jewish hearts 
with it, will the law of the Torah remain 
the law of life. And how can this happen if 
not for through intensive religious schools 
for Jewish daughters? Therefore, we must 
organize only truly Orthodox schools for 
your daughters that will imbue them with 
the Jewish faith and will implant in their 
hearts a Jewish consciousness. 

While attending services one 
Shabbos morning at a small shul in Vienna 
near her home, Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer 
was enthused by the sermon of Rav Dr. 
Flesch of the Stumpergasse, who was 
speaking about the heroine of the Chanuka 
story, Yehudis, and called for all Jewish 
daughters to follow in her footsteps and 
become leaders among their people. The 
idea to establish a movement for the 
education of Jewish daughters was then 
conceived in her mind, for she realized how 
very little they knew about the grand and 
glorious history of their people. Until then, 
she had been groping in the dark, but 
listening to Rav Flesch, she became so 
inspired that she saw the way clear before 
her. She began to make plans for the 
fulfillment of her ambitions. She did not 
know exactly how to go about 
propagandizing her ideas, nor did she think 
it would be easy to convince the Polish 
daughters to follow her and to listen to her 
teachings. How could she, in this modern 

twentieth century, implant in the hearts of 
“modern” daughters the desire to follow old 
traditions? Yet, she knew that she wished 
to teach them old traditions only so that 
they would not bring disgrace to 
themselves, to their families, and to their 
heritage.  

So, Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer wrote 
down with painful loyalty every lesson she 
heard from Rav Flesch during her years in 
Vienna. She became his constant and most 
conscientious pupil, and she grew 
impatient to return to Cracow, to share her 
learning with her sister Jews. 

Rebbetzin Schenirer began to dream 
of establishing a school for young girls. Her 
brother suggested she consult with the 
Belzer Rebbe (Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, 
1854–1927) at his home in Marienbad. 
When Rebbetzin Schenirer paid a visit 
there, the Rebbe uttered his immortal 
words, mazel u-v’rocho – “good fortune 
and blessing” – thus giving his sanction to 
the endeavor.  
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Her first school, which eventually 
became a movement of schools, was called 
Bais Yaakov – the House of Yaakov, an 
ancient biblical term for the women of 
Yisrael. Just before the Torah was given to 
Yisrael at Har Sinai, Hashem proclaimed 
to Moshe, “So shall you say to the House of 
Yaakov, and tell to the Sons of Yisrael” 
(Shemos 19:3).  

 The classical biblical commentator, 
Rashi, cites the tradition that the “House of 
Yaakov” refers to the women. The pasuk 
mentions the “House of Yaakov” before 
mentioning “the sons of Yisrael”; thus, the 
Medrash Rabba explains, Moshe was told 
to address the women first. According to 
one explanation in the Medrash, the 
women of Yisrael merited to hear 
Hashem’s word first, since they desire to 
fulfill the mitzvos with zeal and 
enthusiasm. Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer 
sought to rekindle that zeal and enthusiasm 
among a new generation of Jewish women.  

The Bais Yaakov movement 
expanded, and with the help of Agudas 
Yisrael, she was able to establish a 
teachers’ seminary. In one of her talks to 
the students at the new seminary, she 
spoke the following words, which gave 
them the courage to become activists for 
the spiritual renewal of our people: 

My dear daughters, you have come 
here to join in a sublime, spiritual quest. I 
know that you are young and have not had 
much experience in life. Nonetheless, I 
must call out to you, “Whoever is for 
Hashem, follow me.” None of you should 
think even for a minute, “Who am I that I 
can stand against the current that is 
washing away Judaism?” Such baseless 
thoughts are the scheme of the bad 
inclination. You may all take an example 
from me, a simple Jewish woman who 
used to be a seamstress. One day I decided 
to switch from physical to spiritual 
clothing.  

Credits: Builders by Hanoch Teller, 

www.shemayisrael.com, www.tzemachdovid.org, An orthodox 

revolution: The creation and development of the Beth Jacob 

Seminary for girls by David Kranzler, www.yadvashem.org, Sora 

Schenirer – The founder of the Bais Ya’akov educational movement 

brought a revolution in the status of women in Orthodox Judaism 

by Deborah Weissman. 

 

Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer: The 
Mother of Generations  

A seamstress in Cracow, she became 
keenly aware of the spiritual poverty of the 
growing generations of girls, so she created 
a school, and clothed the naked souls of 
generations to come, by Joseph Friedenson 
(with additions by Chaim Shapiro). 

(This article originally appeared in the 
Jewish Observer and is also available in 
book form in the ArtScroll/Mesorah 
Publications Judaiscope Series. It is 
reprinted here with permission. 

She did not lecture as insistently 
regarding devotion to her fellow’s needs, 
but her personal conduct was more 
eloquent than any lecture. Rav Binyomin 
Zusman tells:  

It was late one evening. Sora 
Schenirer came into my house, 
apologizing a thousand times. It was 
urgent, she said. She knows a young, 
married man who needs help badly, and 
here it was – two weeks before Pesach! 
Giving him charity openly would insult 

him terribly. 
She 

therefore 
asked me, 
since I 
daven next 
to him in 
shul, to slip 
fifty zlotys 
into his coat 
pocket. Fifty 
zlotys was a 
lot of 
money, but I 
had to fulfill 
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her wish. I did exactly as she said, and I 
then watched the young man put on his 
coat after davening, place his hands into 
his pocket – and I watched his eyes light 
up to the heavens.  

No wonder she was called “the female 
version of the Chofetz Chaim”. 

When she took ill and was admitted to 
the hospital for an operation, she wrote: 
For the first time in twenty-three years I 
did not daven be’tzibbur, and did not 
spend Shabbos with my girls. 

She was only fifty-two when she 
passed away on the 26th of Adar, 5695 
(1935), but she enjoyed the great 
satisfaction of seeing the widespread 
success of her revolution Leshem 
Shomayim (for the sake of Heaven). She 
was not blessed with children of her own. 
And yet she was a mother. In fact, one 
could rightly say that no mother in our 

generation had as many children as she 
did.  

When she departed this life in 1935, 
hundreds of Jewish girls walked behind her 
aron, toward the Cracow cemetery, and 
wept with heartrending cries, as one does 
for one’s own departed mother. And when 
news of her petira became known 
throughout the cities and towns of Jewish 
Poland, thousands of Jewish girls tore kria 
and sat shiva as if for a mother. The very 
same year, hundreds of young Jewish 
mothers named their new-born daughters 
Sora, after a woman, who – two decades 
earlier – was still an unknown Jewish 
seamstress, but who had since become 
Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer, the legendary 
mother of a new Torah-true generation of 
Jewish women in pre-war Eastern Europe. 

By: Zygmunt Put, Ami Magazine 



Rav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer Lippa,,,,    26262626thththth    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar    
Son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk    

Rav Eliezer Lippa, the son of the 
illustrious Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, once spent Shabbos at the court 
of the famous Rebbe Rav Pinchas of Koritz. 
After davening (prayers), as is the custom 
in Chassidic courts, Rav Pinchas held a 
tisch (a communal Shabbos meal led by the 
Rebbe). Being the son of a great Tzaddik 
(righteous person), Rav Eliezer Lippa was 
given a seat next to the Rebbe.  

At one point, Rav Eliezer Lippa, 
caught up in his own holy thoughts, sighed 
to himself, “Oy, Tatte – Oh Father (a 
reference to Hashem).” Rav Pinchas, who 
was renowned for his cutting truthfulness 
and abhorrence of lip service, overheard his 
krechtz (sigh). He turned to him and 
whispered, “Who says?” [i.e. Who says that 
you are so close to Hashem that you can 
refer to Him as your father?] Rav Eliezer 
Lippa was crushed. What hurt him the 
most, he reckoned, was that Rav Pinchas 

was absolutely right! Was he really so close 
to Hashem? Was his whole avoda (service 
of Hashem) no more than lip service?  

He returned home dejected. His 
father, Rebbe Reb Elimelech, noticed right 
away that something was amiss. He asked 
his son, and Rav Eliezer Lippa told him 
what had happened, and how broken-
hearted he felt.  

“What?!” Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
exclaimed. “And if one does not have a 
father – must he remain an orphan? The 
pasuk says: ‘She’al avicha – You have to 
borrow a father!’ [This is a play on words of 
the passage (Devorim 32:7) which reads, 
Sheal avicha veyaged’cha – “Ask your 
father, and he will tell you.” The word 
she’al, to ask, can also mean “to borrow.”] 
Sometimes, when we feel very far away, we 
have to take Hashem as our father – on 
loan.” 
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Rav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim Carlebach,,,,    26262626stststst    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar    

A Tribute to My First Rav 

Many people know of Rav Elya’s 
famous twin brother, Rav Shlomo 
Carlebach. In fact, I also found Rav Elya 
through Rav Shlomo’s reputation, but it is 
Rav Elya whom I will always consider my 
first Rav. 

Rav Elya and Rav Shlomo were born 
in Vienna in the late 1920s to a prominent 
and wealthy Rabbinic family. Their father, 
Rav Naftoli Carlebach, moved the family to 
Germany for the sake of his sons’ 
education, but by the 1930s, they had 
immigrated to America, early enough to 
have escaped the war. Rav Naftoli 
Carlebach established a shul on West 79th 
Street in Manhattan, which is now run by 
his great-grandson, Rav Elya’s grandson, 
Rav Naftoli Citron. 

Rav Naftoli Carlebach was not 
Chassidish, but when his sons grew older, 
they became close to the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe. Rav Elya married the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe’s first cousin, Hadassa, may Hashem 
bless her with a long and healthy life. They 
had children 
and he 
established his 
own shul in 
Staten Island. 
He became an 
expert on all 
types of 
Chassidus and 
published an 
encyclopedia 
of Chassidus, 
respected in 
many different 
kehillos. I like 
to think that 
his tefillos helped bring me to my current 
point in life, a Chassidista of the Stoliner 
Rebbe. 

Rav Shlomo, who was the elder twin, 
succeeded his father as Rav of the 79th 

Street shul, but at some point, the brothers 
began to run it jointly. They used to 
alternate Shabbosos; one Shabbos would 
be led by Rav Shlomo, the next by Rav Elya, 
and when Rav Shlomo was touring, Rav 
Elya led for many weeks in a row. 
Therefore, when I went to the shul looking 
for Rav Shlomo, I met Rav Elya “by 
accident”. 

I had first heard of Rav Shlomo 
Carlebach in the East Village, of all places. 
Skipping over the details, I was a 
cosmically confused teenager, dabbling in 
leftist politics and astrology. I went to the 
shul at 79th Street, and had a memorable 
experience, but nothing that immediately 
changed my life. It wasn’t until I’d spent a 
few years in college getting even more 
cosmically confused that I finally decided 
to go check out the Carlebach shul again. 

I was surprised that Rav Shlomo 
wasn’t there, but in many ways Rav Elya 
was even more welcoming. He heartily 
invited me to the seuda, and after it, the 
Rebbetzin told me I could stay upstairs and 
read for the afternoon. Unfortunately, I 
took the subway home that afternoon, but I 
liked the experience enough that I went 
back for another Shabbos shortly 
thereafter. Rav Elya welcomed me again, 
saying he was very happy to see me. So I 
kept going back, and as I got to know him 
better, I began to espouse some of the 
views I’d picked up in college and in 
political meetings. And the fact that I could 
do so is the greatest tribute to Rav Elya. No 
matter how far I had strayed, no matter 
what outrageous view came out of my 
mouth, Rav Elya Chaim always made me 
feel welcome and loved. 

Rav Eliyohu Chaim Carlebach, may 
the memory of this Tzaddik be a blessing, 
left this world right before Shabbos, in 
March 1990. The congregation was 
gathered for Shabbos, waiting to see him, 
when they told us. That Shabbos, we sang 
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his favorite songs, told over his teachings, 
and shared memories. It was a hard, but 
healing Shabbos. People broke down in 
tears at different times. I remember 
watching my own teardrops fall on the 
tablecloth while some stranger looked at 
me sympathetically. I must have been 
crying harder than I realized. 

One phrase people attributed to Rav 
Elya in their stories was, “Just be normal.” 
He had never actually said that phrase to 
me, but it 
succinctly 
summed up 
the message 
he had been 
conveying to 
me 
throughout 
the entire 
year of our 
acquaintance
. Normalcy 
was a good 
value for me 
to strive for. 
It certainly 
wasn’t a 
value in 
hippiedom or 
leftism, and 
after years of 
identification 
with both 
those worldviews, I certainly was not my 
normal self. 

After the loss of a dear authority 
figure, it is very common that the young 
and bereft resolve to follow the path of the 
deceased more devotedly. How else can 
they connect with the niftar, the person 
who left this world? The person is gone in 
body, so the connection must be on a 
purely spiritual plane. I’ve been told that 
the Tanya says that a Tzaddik 
accomplishes more in this world when he 
leaves it because then he is not encumbered 
by physicality. I don’t claim to understand 
how that works, but I think that the effect 
on the bereft that I described must be part 
of it. As Rav Shlomo used to say, “What do 
I know?” 

May Rav Elya be a meilitz yosher for 
Klal Yisrael. Oh, how I miss him! 

 

My father was a strong believer in 
everyone being master of himself. With 
Hashem guiding us, we have no excuse for 
stupidity or even depression. He believed 
that we can all reach the top. He often told 
us, “Just be smart.” And, if anyone ever 
dared to hurt my feelings, he would say to 
me, “You let that cockroach crawling on the 
floor have control over you?” 
He was a magnificent father and a terrific 
grandfather, too. Fortunately, he lived to 
see ten of the many grandchildren born. 
The stories are being relayed to the great 
grandchildren as well. 

(Sheina Carlebach Berkowitz) 


Rav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul Nathanson,,,,    27272727thththth    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar

An example of Rav Yosef Shaul’s 
work from his biblical commentary Divrei 
Shaul (Second edition, end of comments to 
Koheles: 

“I heard an explanation from 
esteemed Great-Uncle Tzvi Hirsch of Berlin 
as to why in previous generations they did 
not engage in so much sharp Talmudic 

debate and logical hair-splitting known as 
pilpul, compared to our generations:  

The matter can be illustrated by the 
parable of a blind man who wanders 
through a house seeking a way out of a 
closed room. When he reaches a window, 
unable to see it, he naturally begins to feel 
it with his hands. He says to himself, 

The twin brothers, Eli Chaim 
and Shlomo Carlebach, rowing 
on a summer vacation in the 
Catskill Mountains, probably 
summer 1948. Courtesy of 

Hadassa Carlebach and Sheina 
Carlebach Berkowitz. 
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“Surely this opening is not a door, by 
reason that doors open all the way to the 
floor and this opening does not reach the 
ground.” And then he wanders, arms 
outstretched, till he reaches another 
window and, using logical arguments, he 
reasons as to why this too is not a door and 
so on. 

However, naturally anyone who can 
see does not need logical arguments to see 
a window for what it is and to recognize a 
door from afar. The earlier generations had 
clear, sound minds. Their thinking was 
straightforward and they were able to see 
things right away. Our generation’s minds 
are clouded by darkness and uncertainty. 
Our ways of thinking are crooked and 
roundabout and so we are blind. We must 
therefore resort to inference, logical 
reasoning, arguments, proofs and theories 
as to what these difficulties we encounter 
are. This reasoning and these thought 
processes force us to come up with new, 
novel interpretations and insights that 
someone who sees clearly would never 
come to.” 

The following tales shed light on Rav 
Nathanson’s legendary character:  

Rav Ben Tzion Halberstam of Bobov 
once related how Rav Yosef Shaul was 
willing to sacrifice his own safety to help a 
fellow Jew. Himself a Misnagged, an 
opponent of the Chassidic movement, Rav 
Yosef Shaul nonetheless was more than 
willing to lend a hand when a baseless libel 
landed Rav Yechiel Michel of Korima in 
trouble. He poured sweat and money into 
the operation and some well-greased palms 
allowed Rav Michel to go free.  

During that time there was a pauper 
who spent a few weeks as a guest in Rav 
Yosef Shaul’s home. As was the custom in 
those days, penniless wanderers sought 
comfort and shelter with the local Rav, 

where he received a warm bed and three 
square meals a day.  

One day, the Rav turned to his guest 
and inquired as to his stay in Lemberg 
(Lwów). “What business brings you here to 
our fair city?” asked the Rav.  

“Rav, you should know that I know 
all about your involvement with Rav 
Michel’s affair and if you don’t pay up to 
shut me up, I will go straight to the 
authorities with my information!” the guest 
spat back with such chutzpa that Rav Yosef 
Shaul was taken aback.  

Nonetheless, Rav Yosef Shaul 
quickly recovered, although unused to 
blackmail, and thundered back, “Throw 
this brazen man out of the house!” And 
when the vagrant was outside, Rav Yosef 
Shaul warned him, “We, my friend, have a 
Shulchon Aruch, and in our code of law it 
tells us how to conduct ourselves!”  

A few weeks later, the authorities 
appeared, accusing Rav Yosef Shaul of 
bribing government officials. Rav Yosef 
Shaul’s lawyer at the trial appealed to the 
judge using a logic that not even he could 
refute. “Your Honor,” claimed the lawyer, 
“my client, the esteemed Lemberger Rav, is 
a well-known Misnagged, an opponent of 
Chassidus. Now the formerly accused Rav 
Michel of Korima is a well-known 
proponent of the Chassidic movement. The 
two simply do not see eye to eye. Is this 
court really expected to believe, Your 
Honor, that my client would risk his life’s 
reputation to save one of his own 
opponents?!”  

The judge had no inkling of the self-
sacrifice that Rav Yosef Shaul had for a 
fellow Jew, even one with whom he did not 
agree. Seeing the irrefutable logic in this 
argument, the non-Jewish judge saw no 
reason to suspect Rav Yosef Shaul further 
and cleared his name, releasing him.
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Rav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe Neuschloss,,,,    27272727thththth    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar    

Av Bais Din of New Square 

Rav Shaul Dovid Zimmerman was 
born in Europe to a very religious family 
about a hundred years ago. As a young man 
he learned in some of Europe’s finest 
Yeshivos. Just after World War I, Rav 
Shaul Dovid moved to the United States. At 
the time, there was discrimination against 
religious Jews who kept Shabbos, and Jews 
who were unwilling to work on Shabbos 
had to look for a new job every week, 
because they were fired on Friday 
afternoon.  

 Unfortunately, Rav Shaul Dovid was 
unable to withstand the test and he too 
found himself working on Saturdays, in 
violation of the holy Shabbos. Little by 
little, Rav Shaul Dovid lost all of his 
traditional Judaism.  

 Some years later, after World War 
II, Rav Shaul Dovid became a taxi driver in 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, New 
York. It was springtime and the sky was 
overcast as Rav Shaul Dovid drove through 
the streets of 
Williamsburg in 
his taxicab. Rav 
Shaul Dovid was 
suddenly flagged 
down by a man 
who appeared to 
be a Rav. The 
Rav was 
clutching a 
small package 
under his coat as 
he gave Rav 
Shaul Dovid the 
address of his destination. The address was 
only a few blocks away, a distance that a 
healthy person would normally be able to 
walk.  

 Rav Shaul Dovid was puzzled by the 
behavior of the Rav: holding a package 
under his coat and taking a cab for a few 
blocks. As the Rav was leaving the cab, Rav 

Shaul Dovid could no longer contain his 
curiosity. He asked the Rav what he was 
doing with the small package and why he 
took such a short ride.  

“This,” explained the Rav, holding 
the small package in his hand, “is flour I 
just received from the Satmar Rebbe. I am 
planning to bake matzos. It is overcast 
outside and I am worried that it might rain. 
If this flour gets wet, I will not be able to 
use it for matzos.” Rav Shaul Dovid now 
understood the behavior of the Rav and 
suddenly remembered his learning from 
Yeshiva several years earlier.  

“Actually,” said Rav Shaul Dovid, “I 
remember a discussion of that concept in 
[the Talmudic Tractate] Pesochim.”  

 “The Talmud?!” said the Rav. “You 
know about the Talmud?” The Rav was 
very surprised that the apparently non-
religious taxi driver was familiar with the 
topic of baking matzos.  

 The two struck up a conversation 
and found out that their lives had crossed 
paths in Europe several years previously. 
Rav Shaul Dovid had spent some time at 
the Pressburg, Czechoslovakia, home of 
Rav Gavriel Neuschloss, the grandfather of 
the man now sitting in his cab, Rav Moshe 
Neuschloss, of blessed memory. The men 
discussed the past for several minutes, 
before it was time for the two to part 
company.  

As Rav Neuschloss was leaving, Rav 
Shaul Dovid told him, “You know, I have 
been considering coming back for a long 
time now. When I do come back, I will 
spend my first Shabbos with you, Rav 
Neuschloss.” Rav Shaul Dovid drove away, 
very touched by Rav Neuschloss’s warmth 
– yet for the time being, he continued to 
live a secular lifestyle.  

A couple of months later, Rav Shaul 
Dovid was driving down the street when he 
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noticed religious Jews filing out of a shul. It 
was a weekday; it was not Saturday. What 
were these religious men doing wearing 
their Shabbos finest? Rav Shaul Dovid 
stopped his cab and asked one of the men 
coming out of the shul, “What’s today?”  

“Today is Shavuos,” said the man 
leaving the shul. Shavuos! Today is 
Shavuos?!  

 These words rang like an air-raid 
siren in Rav Shaul Dovid’s head. He had 
forgotten about the festival day Shavuos. 
He could not believe it. Where had his life 
taken him? He thought back to his 
conversation with Rav Neuschloss. Then, 
Rav Shaul Dovid parked his car on the 
street and walked home, vowing never to 
drive on Shabbos or Yom Tov again.  

 The next Shabbos Rav Shaul Dovid 
spent with Rav Neuschloss. By observing 
Shabbos again, Rav Shaul Dovid rekindled 
within himself the spark of his soul. Soon 
after, he returned his life to genuine Torah 
observance. Rav Shaul Dovid passed away 
in the early 1970s and was buried in the far 
corner of the cemetery in New Square, New 
York. To this day, many people ask why 
Rav Shaul Dovid’s grave is so far away from 
the other graves. One of the reasons is that 
Rav Shaul Dovid had insisted he be buried 
on the edge of the cemetery because of the 
shame he had felt for having violated 
Shabbos for so many years.  

We can never know the effect a kind 
word can have on a fellow Jew. We can see 
from this story how Rav Shaul Dovid’s 
entire life changed because Rav Moshe 
Neuschloss was so warm and friendly. 

 

Healing Power of the Mikve 

Rav Moshe Neuschloss once visited 
a well-to-do man to solicit a donation for 
the mikve. [This is the beautiful mikve in 
the heart of Monsey that he personally 
petitioned funds for and built. He poured 
his heart, sweat and soul into this project.] 

The Rav asked the man for $25,000, but 
the latter hesitated, explaining that he 
could not donate such an amount. 

Rav Neuschloss replied that for the 
mikve, one must exert himself even if it is 
difficult, and assured the man that he 
would be amply rewarded for his 
contribution with kol melei d’meitov, with 
everything that is good. 

When the man heard this, he 
revealed that the doctors had just 
discovered that his wife had a malignancy, 
r”l, and she desperately needed a refua. If 
the Rav would give his blessing the man 
would be willing to donate the entire 
amount requested of him. He made out a 
check for $25,000, and the Rav gave him 
his berocha. 

A short while later, when the man’s 
wife went for a medical examination, the 
doctor expressed his amazement. The 
malignancy had vanished – the woman was 
completely cured! The man returned to the 
Rav, and with tears in his eyes, thanked 
him profusely for his help. The Rav, in his 
simplicity, replied modestly, “You really 
don’t have to thank me. Such is the power 
of the Mikve!” 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky once 
remarked that if Rav Neuschloss would tell 
him that left is right – he would 
unequivocally believe him, so remarkable 
was the veneration and vast knowledge 
coupled with 
tremendous 
hasmoda 
that defined 
Rav 
Neuschloss. 

Rav 
Neuschloss 
was known 
to be very 
lenient with 
regard to 
fasting, 
especially for 
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women and children. Once, on Tisha B’Av 
afternoon, he wanted to rest a bit, but 
before retiring to his bedroom, he 
instructed his Rebbetzin that if people 
called to inquire if they could speak to him 
because the fast was extremely difficult for 
them, she should tell them that they may 
break their fast. 

When the Rebbetzin inquired how 

he can allow her to be lenient without her 
husband listening to the person directly, he 
replied, “If a person is already calling me 
that he can’t fast anymore, then he’s 
already at breaking point and I don’t want 
him to wait until you wake me up to break 
his fast!” Such was the love that Rav 
Neuschloss had for Klal Yisrael. 

    

Rav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of Lechovitz,,,,    28282828thththth    of of of of Adar Adar Adar Adar 

False Joy 

Rav Mordechai taught that although 
normally speaking, a falsehood is the most 
detestable of all traits, when it comes to 
simcha, a lie is permitted. We are 
permitted to act joyfully in order to 
strengthen our resolve to be happy even 
though those feelings are not really coming 
from the inner depths of truth in your 
heart. We should do so until Hashem helps 
us, and then this pretense will be 
transformed into true joy.  

 

Small Steps 

Rav Mordechai taught us that the 
Novi says, “Return to Me [says Hashem], 
and I will return to you” (Malachi 3:7). 
There was once a prince who was captured 
by a band of cutthroat thieves, and they 
took him so far away from his father, the 

king, that had he tried to walk home, it 
would take him ages to arrive. The king 
sent messengers to tell his son, the prince, 
that he was awaiting his return. 

“If you do not begin your journey,” 
he wrote, “then the king cannot draw closer 
to you either.”  

The prince had to take the first step 
and set out on the journey, even though his 
steps might have seemed small and 
insignificant, and it might have seemed 
that he was not getting anywhere. But if he 
started out, then the king would come 
toward him, taking long, powerful strides, 
and then surely they would be reunited 
very soon. 

This is what the pasuk means: 
“Return to Me,” even if it means taking 
small steps, “and I will return to you” — I 
will return with abundant mercy. (Toras 
Avos)


Rav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov Kamenetsky,,,,    29292929thththth    of of of of Adar Adar Adar Adar     

Rav Yaakov Shows Us How To 
Respect A Jewish Wife 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky was famed 
within his lifetime (1891–1986) for being a 
Tzaddik. Three stories about him involve 
his saintliness in marriage. 

A few years after his first wife passed 
away, Rav Yaakov (as he is affectionately 

called) felt ready to remarry. He was about 
sixty. Rav Yaakov was Lithuanian and 
followed the customs of Lithuanian Jewry. 
His second wife was Polish and followed 
the customs of her section of Poland. Rav 
Yaakov, also, had a private custom of never 
eating dairy on Fridays. He said he had no 
idea why, but not eating milchigs (dairy 
foods) Fridays was a custom in his father’s 
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family. He was confident that it had a holy 
basis and he 
observed it 
uncompromisingly. 

He married 
his second wife 
shortly before the 
holiday of Shavuos, 
when it is customary 
to eat dairy. As it 
turned out, Shavuos 
that year came out 
on Friday. His wife’s custom for the first 
day of Shavuos was to prepare a lavish 
dairy kiddush, and then serve a traditional 
meat meal after the kiddush. They had 
been married such a short time that they 
could not possibly have learned all of each 
other’s customs. The Rebbetzin thought 
that she would please her husband by 
preparing a generous dairy kiddush 
featuring that Shavuos favorite: 
cheesecake!  

Milchigs on a Friday! 

Rav Kamenetsky came home from 
shul with a gathering of guests, all Yeshiva 
scholars. When he walked in, his bride was 
proud as a peacock. She honored Yom Tov 
as if for a king. The house was nearly 
wallpapered in cheesecake! She had 
evidently spent time buying, baking and 
preparing a royal spread. It was obvious 
that her intentions had been extremely 
selfless and noble. Inside, Rav Yaakov was 
aghast. While he knew he had to express 
delighted and appreciative surprise to his 
Rebbetzin, he was in a real dilemma. He 
had a vow never to eat dairy on Friday. He 
also had a vow to keep a wife happy. Not 
eating the milchigs would break her heart. 
Eating, and thus breaking the vow never to 
eat dairy on Friday, was not an option. 

She said that she had to go into the 
kitchen to make some last-minute 
arrangements. This gave him a moment to 
think. He turned to the three among his 
guests who were the greatest scholars. He 
explained the dilemma. “You three are 

Torah scholars. You can form a Bais Din 
[court]. You will do hatoras nedorim [the 
Torah court procedure for canceling vows, 
which may only be done under certain 
conditions – fortunately, this case 
contained an allowable condition – ask 
your local Orthodox Rav if you have 
practical questions]. They finished the vow-
canceling ceremony just in time. He ate his 
wife’s cheesecake. 

The second story about Rav Yaakov 
tells of him coming to a dinner sponsored 
by a major Torah organization. He was 
with Rav Schneur Kotler, the late Rosh 
Yeshiva of the prominent Lakewood 
Yeshiva; both were exceptionally humble 
men. 

Both of these distinguished Torah 
giants were about to come in the main 
entrance of the banquet hall. Rav Schneur 
said, “Let us not go in this way. I know of a 
back entrance. If we come in this way, 
everyone will stand up to give us honor. Let 
us not impose on an entire crowd.” 

To his astonishment, Rav Yaakov 
said insistently, and surprisingly out of 
character, “Let us enter specifically through 
this main door.” 

“But why?” said Rav Schneur, in 
amazement at his friend who was world-
famous for humility. 

“Our wives are in there,” Rav Yaakov 
replied. “When the entire crowd stands, 
this gives honor to our wives.” 

Once Rav Yaakov, who lived in 
Monsey, was in New York City for a simcha. 
A young man from Monsey was asked to 
give the Tzaddik a ride home. He gladly 
agreed and eagerly introduced himself to 
the Rosh Yeshiva as his ride. Rav Yaakov 
said that he first had to inspect the car 
before he could accept the ride. He got into 
the back seat and sat for a moment. He 
then came out of the car and said he would 
accept the ride. The reason he went into the 
car first was to make sure the seat would be 
comfortable for his wife. 
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(From Rav Forsy the sholom bayis website) 


In Koloshova, the family of Rav 

Binyomin Kamenetsky was not particularly 
distinguished. A Torah-observant home 
where the father worked and earned a 
respectable livelihood, things would have 
remained just the same had Heaven not 
ordained otherwise. In an interesting twist 
of fate, the father of Rav Binyomin, a 
timber-dealer and owner of a large 
flourmill, lost all his business in one night 
due to a decree of the Russian Czar. 

Thus, after the birth of their son, 
Yaakov, on the 21st of Adar, Rav Binyomin 
moved to a tiny hamlet by the name of 
Dolhinov. Rav Yaakov later pointed out 
that had it not been for this move, he would 
probably have grown up an ordinary 
businessman and would never have 
absorbed the unquenchable love of Torah 
that was prevalent in this small village. 

Hi
s father 
would 
take him 
on Friday 
night at 
two in 
the 
morning 
to the Bais Medrash where the place 
hummed with learning as though it were 
midday. The hall was full of people 
studying Torah, each one according to his 
level: one learned a shiur on Alshich, 
another on Gemora, and yet another a 
Shiur Iyun. 

In the cheder of this village, the 
hours were long, so long that Rav Yaakov’s 
mother would pack together with his lunch 
an oil lamp to be used when darkness fell 
and the boys continued learning. 

At the age of eleven, he left home to 
learn in the Yeshiva of Minsk. After he 
passed the entry exam of the Rosh Yeshiva, 

Rav Shlomo Golovenchitz, the latter still 
doubted whether he should accept him, due 
to his youth. “You are not even bar mitzva 
yet.” 

With childish innocence, the young 
Yaakov replied, “Well, I came here to learn, 
not to be the tenth man of a minyan.” 

After a time, the Kamenetsky 
household moved to Minsk, where they 
hosted the friends of Rav Yaakov, among 
others the future Rav Grozovsky and the 
young Rav Aharon Kotler. 

Shortly after Pesach in 5665 (1905), 
Rav Yaakov and Rav Aharon traveled to 
Slobodka to learn under the supervision of 
the Alter of Slobodka. Rav Yaakov also 
learned in the Yeshivos of Slutzk, Krinik 
and Moltsh. 

During World War I, Rav Yaakov 
took refuge in Lomza in the Yeshiva of Rav 
Yechiel Michel Gordon. On the 22nd of 
Sivan, 5679 (1919), he married his 
Rebbetzin Ita Ettel, daughter of the 
Mashgiach Rav Ber Hirsch Heller, known 
in Slobodka as Der Yunger Mashgiach. 

From 5681 to 5686, he learned in a 
kollel in Slobodka that was known for its 
distinguished members and subsequently 
he accepted the Rabbinate in various 
places. 

On the 11th of Av 5697 (1937) he left 
for America. His plan was to collect money 
for the Slobodka Kollel and to cover the 
debts he had incurred from his years as 
Rav in Zitivian, but in fact his future lay in 
being the manhig hador (generation’s 
leader) and Hashgocha forced him to stay 
in America, where he was appointed Rav in 
Toronto. In 5705 (1945), he accepted the 
request of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelovitz, 
to take up the position of Rosh Yeshiva in 
Mesivta Torah Vodaas. From there, he 
disseminated Torah for the rest of his life, 
standing as a sentry on duty for the Torah’s 
ideals. 

Rav Yaakov merited living a long 
life, his mind lucid and clear till the very 
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end. His chiddushim were printed in his 
seforim Emes LeYaakov, on Torah and on 
Shas. 

On the 29th of Adar 5746 (1986), his 
pure soul left this world. As he requested, 
he was buried in Brooklyn, since he pointed 
out that most of his family lived in America 
and would not always be able to travel to 
his kever in Eretz Yisrael. From this, his 
last request, we learn yet another chapter 
of his feelings for others. 


The words of Chazal in Pirkei Avos: 

Ohev es habrios umekarvon laTorah were 
the guides and practice of Rav Yaakov 
throughout his life. Not differentiating 
between young and old, elderly and even 
little children, or those who did not live 
according to the Torah way of life, Rav 
Yaakov loved them all. 

“Loving your fellow Jew is a mitzva 
in the Torah, and in addition it is a segula 
that if the love is given according to the 
Torah it will bring its recipients closer to 
Torah and to Hashem.” So said Rav Yaakov 
and this is how he acted. 

Rav Yaakov was once in the waiting 
room of a doctor’s surgery. Waiting 
together with him was a young Jewish boy 
from a totally non-observant home. Rav 
Yaakov took a ball and began playing with 
the child. The talmid accompanying Rav 
Yaakov was astonished, and pointed out to 
Rav Yaakov his wonder at the Rav’s 
behavior. “This child will think that a 
religious Rav sits and plays ball instead of 
learning — or at least he should talk to the 
boy, convince him to become a ba’al 
teshuva.” 

Rav Yaakov explained, “I saw that 
with this boy, it is impossible to talk about 
Yiddishkeit or mitzvos. He comes from a 
family so far removed from anything 
Jewish. I just wanted that his picture of a 
frum Jew should remain one of a pleasant 
person, so I played ball with him. Who 

knows, perhaps this impression will one 
day have an effect on him and he will come 
closer to Torah and mitzvos.” 

“Once, after my regular study 
session in my father’s 
home,” recounted his 
son, Rav Avrohom, 
“my father told me 
that a man and his 
daughter would soon 
be coming and 
requested that I 
remain in the room 
when he received the 
guests. Naturally, I 
fulfilled his request, 
but I was quite 
surprised, for usually 
when people came to my father I would 
leave the room and allow them to discuss 
matters in privacy. When the two of them 
entered, Rav Yaakov chatted with them, 
enquiring as to their welfare, occupation, 
where the father works, which school the 
daughter goes to, what she learns and more 
general questions. During the conversation, 
my father patted me affectionately on the 
shoulder, and introduced me. ‘This is my 
little baby, Avrohom,’ and continued the 
conversation. A few minutes later, the visit 
was over and the two of them left the 
house.” 

Rav Avrohom continued his story, “I 
was incredulous, wondering what this was 
all about. I was at the time nearing the end 
of my forties and never had I heard my 
father referring to me as ‘my little baby’. 
My father turned to me and explained, 
‘Listen, my son, to what took place here.’ 
He explained that this father and his 
daughter, who is the youngest of the family, 
had a wonderful relationship. He brought 
her up and educated her in the Torah way, 
and she accepted and absorbed everything 
he taught. All was fine, until one day, the 
father introduced her to a friend of his, 
saying, ‘And this is my little baby.’ Feeling 
humiliated by the expression, the daughter 
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was deeply hurt and refused to talk to her 
father. The latter was broken, since he had 
not meant to degrade her and his 
expression was just one of affection for his 
youngest daughter. She, however, would 
not be reconciled, and slowly began to cut 
off all contact with her father. 

“Near 
despair, the 
father turned 
to my father, 
knowing that 
he was the 
one who 
could help. 
Indeed, my 
father felt the 
other father’s 
pain, fearing 
that the girl 
may perhaps 
even rebel against her father and her Torah 
upbringing, chas vesholom, and advised 
him to bring his daughter to his house on 
Wednesday. ‘For that is when I have a shiur 
with my youngest son, Avrohom. Tell your 
daughter you have an appointment with me 
and, if she likes, she may join you.’ The 
daughter was delighted at the privilege of 
being allowed to go to Rav Yaakov and she 
arrived together with her father. Some time 
later, the father contacted my father, 
thanking him profusely for his wise help 
and told him that as they left the house, the 
girl turned to her father. ‘I see, Daddy, that 
even Rav Yaakov called his son his baby 
even in front of strangers, although he is 
already a grandfather. Apparently, it’s an 
expression of love of a father to his child,’ 
she enthused. Peace had returned to the 
household of the man.” 

Engraved on the hearts of all his 
young talmidim are the words spoken by 
Rav Yaakov at the end of the summer 
holidays. During the long vacation, Rav 
Yaakov would travel to Camp Ohr Shraga 
and learn with the young bochurim as 
chavrusos. During these sessions of 

learning in partnership he would not allow 
any disturbance, although his “chavrusa” 
was many years younger, so that the young 
boy would not be hurt. 

When the summer days were over, 
Rav Yaakov would turn to his “chavrusos” 
and say, “Yom Kippur is soon upon us and 
it’s time to make a reckoning. When two 
people learn together it is very possible that 
one can unintentionally not treat the other 
with due respect. I therefore beg your 
mechila in case I slighted you at all in any 
way.” 

One of his talmidim retells that he 
was present when Rav Yaakov was writing 
a letter in the name of the gedolim of 
America to Rav Yechezkel Abramsky 
concerning the problem of autopsies. For 
five long minutes, Rav Yaakov sat, 
pondering how to acknowledge Rav 
Yechezkel’s Rebbetzin in the letter, who 
had been the widow of Rav Yechiel Michel 
Gordon, since this was not a private letter, 
but represented many Gedolim and Roshei 
Yeshivos. After considerable thought he 
was pleased to find the right phrase “and 
we send our brocha to all who are present 
in the shadow of Rabbeinu and his Torah,” 
implying the talmidim as well as the 
Rebbetzin. 

Rav Yaakov was relieved by this 
flash of inspiration, and he said to his 
talmid, “When the letter arrives, Rav 
Yechezkel will probably call his Rebbetzin 
and show her that she is still remembered 
in America; thus we will have the mitzva of 
gladdening the heart of an almona.” 

(Deiah veDibur/Matzav.com Newscenter) 


Rav Yaakov was once asked what he 

thought of the Satmar Rebbe’s lateness in 
davening Shacharis. He replied, “When 
you and I come to daven, we are like 
servants who have an appointed time with 
the King and can’t miss that allotted time. 
However, Rav Yoel is like a ben bayis 
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(house regular/child) in the King’s house – he may come at will. 

    

RRRRav Shlomo Ben Dov Tzvi HaKohenav Shlomo Ben Dov Tzvi HaKohenav Shlomo Ben Dov Tzvi HaKohenav Shlomo Ben Dov Tzvi HaKohen, 29, 29, 29, 29thththth    of Adarof Adarof Adarof Adar 
The Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk 

Youthful Past Transformed Into 
Merit Through the Ohr HaChaim 

When Rav Chaim Dovid, the doctor 
of Pietrokow, lay on his sickbed, he was 
visited by the Tiferes Shlomo. The Rebbe 
found the good doctor crying and he 
thought that he was crying over the 
misdeeds of his youth, since he was a ba’al 
teshuva. The Tiferes Shlomo asked him, 
“Why are you crying? Don’t worry your 
past. Those days will fall away and be 

forgiven and forgotten.”  

 Rav Chaim Dovid answered the 
Tiferes Shlomo, “I do not wish them to fall 
away and be forgotten. Rather, I wish to do 
teshuva out of love! Then all my intentional 
transgressions will be transformed into 
merits! And in the merit of studying the 
sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh on a weekly 
basis and memorizing it, surely they will all 
become zechuyos (merits)!” (Kodesh 
Hillulim p. 75) 

    
Rav Sholom Dovber Ben Shmuel Schneersohn of ChabadRav Sholom Dovber Ben Shmuel Schneersohn of ChabadRav Sholom Dovber Ben Shmuel Schneersohn of ChabadRav Sholom Dovber Ben Shmuel Schneersohn of Chabad––––Lubavitch, 2Lubavitch, 2Lubavitch, 2Lubavitch, 2

ndndndnd    of Nissanof Nissanof Nissanof Nissan 
The Rebbe Rashab 

Three customs 

The Rebbe Rashab of Lubavitch 
taught and commanded his son, the Rebbe 
Rayatz, to fulfill three practices, one of 
which was that he should study Chumash 
with Rashi and the commentary of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh. (Shivchei Ohr 
HaChaim) 

 

Not an Imposter 

When the Rebbe Rashab began his 
tenure as Rebbe, his brother, the Raza, was 
asked if he thought that his brother the 
Rashab was worthy of being a Rebbe. The 
Raza answered, “All things have a middle 
ground between their two extremes. For 
example, between a pauper and wealthy 
man is the middle class. Between the two 
extremes of a cruel and kind man there is 
also a middle path. But between a normal 
person and a Rebbe there is no “in-
between”! Either he is a Rebbe or an 
imposter – and my brother is no imposter!” 
(Shmuos VeSippurim Vol. 1 p. 78) 

The Coach 

Rav Sholom Dovber of Lubavitch 
was once traveling with a group of 
Chassidim. At one point, the coachman 
stopped at a roadside watering trough. 
After the horses had drunk their fill, he 
steered them back onto the road, cracked 
his whip over their backs and cried, “Fools! 
Do you think that I gave you to drink so 
that the hay you devour should be more 
tasty? I gave you to drink so that you 
should be better able to pull the coach!” 

Inside the wagon, the expression on 
the Rebbe’s face grew serious. After a while, 
he said to his Chassidim, “We are all 
drawing the Supernal Chariot through our 
positive and G-dly deeds. It is to this end 
that Hashem provides us with sustenance 
and vitality. So, we must never lose sight of 
the true purpose of our material resources 
– that they enable us to carry out our 
mission in life. 

“A horse needs to be reminded with 
the whip. But the human being should 
suffice with more subtle pointers as to how 
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to order his priorities…” 

 

Hashovas Aveida 

Yehoshua Binyomin was a poor 
Chassid who lived in Russia over a hundred 
years ago. He had been blessed with a large 
family, and he loved them all very much. 

That’s why it pained him so much 
that he had to struggle so hard just to feed 
them. Usually he took any odd job he could 
find, but sometimes things were slow. 
There were not always jobs available, and 
his debts kept growing. 

Finally, the grocery store gave its 
last warning: no more credit. Either 
Yehoshua had to pay up his bill, or forget 
about getting any more food. 

Then the landowner said he wanted 
all his back rent or else Yehoshua and his 
family would be thrown out. 

To make things worse, the young 
man who had been teaching his children 
Torah announced that if he didn’t get his 
back pay, he was quitting. 

Then came the fire. 

No one knows exactly how it started. 
Twenty houses burned down. The flames 
leapt from one house to the next. In 
minutes the village was all ablaze. 

Yehoshua’s house was spared, but all 
his belongings were ruined. Many of his 
friends’ homes were totally destroyed. His 
spirits were at an all-time low. 

Of course Yehoshua davened every 
day. In those days, who didn’t daven? But 
now he felt he really HAD to daven. He 
poured out his broken heart to Hashem 
and begged Him for a miracle…only a 
miracle could save him! Deep down, he felt 
sure Hashem wouldn’t disappoint him. 

And the miracle happened! 

Sort of. 

It was Friday, just an hour before 
Shabbos. Yehoshua was walking slowly 
home after another fruitless week of 

searching for work, when he noticed a 
wallet lying in the mud by the side of the 
road. He bent down and picked it up. There 
was no identification. Only a bunch of 
papers and…three hundred rubles! It was a 
small fortune. Hashem had answered his 
tefillos! 

The money would save him! He 
could pay his debts and even have money 
left over! Then suddenly he stopped. 

“What am I thinking? Have I lost my 
mind? Surely this belongs to someone! 
How could I take the money? It’s a 
commandment…a mitzva…to return 
something that’s lost!” 

Then he thought, “One minute! If I 
don’t take the money someone else will. 
The owner probably gave up on it anyway. I 
could just take the money and throw the 
wallet back on the ground. After all, the 
money was as good as gone!” 

Then he had another idea. “Maybe 
I’ll USE the money and then LATER I’ll 
give it back.” 

Yehoshua was very confused. His 
poverty made it hard for him to think 
straight. He felt guilty about keeping the 
money, but at the same time he couldn’t 
come up with a good reason not to. It was 
clearly a miracle from Hashem. 

In the depths of his confusion, he 
realized that he couldn’t possibly come to a 
clear decision. So he decided to just wait. 
He hid the wallet in his house, and resolved 
to make up his mind after Shabbos. 

That night, he arrived in shul 
worried and confused, with three issues 
still on his mind: how to pay his debts, 
what to do about the wallet, and how to 
forget about it all until Shabbos was over. 
On Shabbos you’re not supposed to worry 
about money. 

As troubled as he was, Yehoshua 
couldn’t help noticing one of the wealthier 
townspeople, Rav Pinchas Leib, sitting in a 
back corner. He also looked like he was 
trying hard not to be sad. 
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Yehoshua walked over and asked 
him what was wrong. At first Rav Pinchas, 
who was usually a good-natured and 
talkative person, just tried to shrug it off, as 
if nothing was the matter. 

Yehoshua insisted that he should tell 
him what was bothering him. “Was it the 
fire?” 

“Ahhhh! I’ll tell you the truth,” said 
Pinchas Leib with a heart-breaking sigh. 
“Oy, the fire. Yes, my house was badly 
damaged, but I accept that. It was the hand 
of Hashem. What I can’t get over is my 
wallet. It had a lot of money in it. But more 
important than that, it was full of papers – 
all my valuable papers that I saved from the 
fire. Those papers are my real fortune. 
Somehow I lost it! I don’t know how. I 
know it’s Shabbos, but…well…I just can’t 
stop thinking about it.” 

“Don’t worry!” Yehoshua cried with 
excitement. “Pinchas Leib, my dear friend, 
I found your wallet! It’s in my house. I 
found it before Shabbos!” 

Pinchas Leib couldn’t believe his 
ears. He jumped up, hugged Yehoshua with 
joy, and thanked him over and over again 
at least twenty times. 

Immediately after Shabbos, Rav 
Pinchas went to Yehoshua’s house. When 
he saw his wallet he was so happy that he 
gave Yehoshua the three hundred rubles as 
a reward. But Yehoshua refused to take it! 
He had gotten used to the idea of not 
keeping the money, and decided that the 
mitzva itself was enough of a reward. 

Rav Pinchas pleaded and argued. 

It didn’t help. Yehoshua stood his 
ground. He wouldn’t take a penny. 

Now he really needed a miracle. His 
children were hungry. And the rent was 
due! 

Suddenly he thought of the Rebbe! 
Why hadn’t he thought of it earlier? He 
would travel to the Rebbe, Rav Sholom 
Dovber, the fifth Rebbe of Lubavitch, to ask 
for a berocha, or at least for advice. Either 

one would surely help! 

Two days later he was in Lubavitch, 
standing before the Rebbe, pouring out his 
heart about his troubles with the landlord, 
the grocery store and the tutor. But the 
Rebbe seemed to ignore all this. 

“Has anything good happened to 
you recently?” the Rebbe asked. 

Yehoshua was dumfounded. He 
couldn’t figure out what the Rebbe 
meant…something good? Suddenly he 
remembered the wallet. 

“Excellent,” said the Rebbe. “You 
have nothing to worry about! In the merit 
of returning the lost item you will be repaid 
ten-fold! Meanwhile, if you are offered a 
job to be a chazzan, a cantor, take it.” 

He thanked the Rebbe gratefully and 
backed out of the room. But when he was 
alone he thought, “A chazzan? I’m not a 
cantor! I’ve never been a cantor in my life. 
Who would want me as a cantor?” 

Two days later, when he arrived 
back home, a carriage was waiting in front 
of his house. Out stepped two respectable-
looking Jews who came straight over to 
Yehoshua and asked him if he would come 
to their town to be the cantor for Rosh 
HaShana! They even offered him an 
advance of twenty rubles (about two 
months’ wages). 

“Me?” he thought. “A chazzan? I’m 
no chazzan! Sometimes people say I have a 
nice voice, but...” then he remembered the 
Rebbe’s words. “OK, I’ll do it!” They were 
very happy. 

Yehoshua practiced seriously to be 
ready to lead the tefillos on the awesome 
days of Rosh HaShana. When the time 
arrived, all his troubles and his broken 
heart proved to be his biggest asset. The 
mispallelim, who had enough troubles of 
their own, were moved by the simple 
sincerity of his tefillos. They even invited 
him back for Yom Kippur with a raise in 
salary…which they also paid in advance. 

After Yom Kippur, the head of the 



  

24 � Vayakhel - Pikudei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

community thanked him over and over 
again. “Unfortunately,” he apologized, “I 
couldn’t find you a carriage to take you 
home. It seems they have all been hired by 
travelers. So please accept this money to 
pay for an extra night or two in the hotel, if 
you need it. I hope you don’t mind trying to 
find a carriage on your own. I haven’t come 
up with anything. I’m sorry. Please forgive 
me for not making proper arrangements.” 

The next morning Yehoshua realized 
how bad the situation really was. Literally 
every carriage was gone. Someone 
suggested that he speak to an old man who 
had once been a carriage driver several 
years back. Perhaps, for the right price, he 
might be willing to take the job. 

Yehoshua headed for the old man’s 
house, a ramshackle hut on the outskirts of 
the town. When he got there and opened 
the door, he realized that he had come for 
nothing. The old man was totally blind, and 
was lying sick in bed, scarcely able to 
breathe! It seemed like he was dying. 

Yehoshua turned to go. 

“Ehhh? Is that you, Alexi?!” the old 
man called weakly. “Did you call the priest? 
Is he coming? I don’t think I’ll last much 
longer.” 

The old man seemed to think that 
Yehoshua was someone else. In order to 
calm him down a bit, Yehoshua answered, 
“Yes, yes, the priest is coming.” 

“You know, Alexi,” the old man 
wheezed in half a whisper, “you know I 
have no children. There is some money…I 
want you to have it. It won’t help me where 
I’m going. It’s buried in the back yard 
under the large brown rock. I stole it from a 
Jewish passenger over twenty years ago. Go 
and take it. I only used some of it. As far as 
I know, the Jew isn’t even alive any more. 
Heh heh!” 

Yehoshua left the old man, ran 
outside into the yard, pushed over the rock 
and, sure enough, there was the wallet. 

Quickly he put it in his pocket. Then, 

fearing that Alexi would return any 
moment, Yehoshua ran back to town as fast 
as his legs would carry him. 

No sooner did he arrive back than he 
heard a man calling him, “Hey mister, need 
a carriage? My ride just canceled on me! 
Where do you want to go? I’ll give you a 
good price.” 

In a day’s time he was back home. 

When he arrived, he told his wife the 
entire story and showed her the wallet. 
Together they opened it. It was packed full 
with notes in large amounts! Eagerly 
Yehoshua and his wife counted it. It was 
three thousand rubles, exactly ten times the 
amount he had returned to Rav Pinchas! 
Just as the Rebbe had said. 

 

In Two Places at Once? 

One day, a distraught woman 
showed up in the town of Lubavitch. 
Women usually did not wander about all 
alone one hundred years ago, but this poor 
woman had made an arduous week-long 
journey because someone had told her that 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe could help her. 

“Is this where Rebbe Sholom Dovber 
is? I must see him,” she pleaded to one of 
the Rebbe’s secretaries. “I’ve come from so 
far away, and your Rebbe is my only hope. 
Please, I must see him! Only he can help 
me.” But her cries were to no avail; the 
Rebbe wasn’t receiving. 

“If you write your request on a paper 
I promise that I will give it to the Rebbe 
and the Rebbe will see it, but I can’t 
promise more than that. I’m sorry,” he said 
apologetically. 

With no other choice the poor 
woman found a quiet place to sit and write 
her request. She was an aguna, a living 
widow. Her husband had strayed from 
Yiddishkeit about two years previously and 
had then upped and left her. She had no 
source of income, three hungry children to 
feed and she could not remarry without 
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receiving an official divorce bill (get) from 
her husband. But she had no way of 
tracking him down, and no one even knew 
where to begin. The woman was at her wits’ 
end; she had no money, no husband, no 
experience, and now her last hope, the 
Rebbe, was vanishing before her eyes. 

“The Rebbe probably won’t even pay 
attention to my letter,” she said to herself. 
But she handed it in and hoped for the best. 

The answer was fast in coming. Less 
than an hour later the Rebbe’s secretary 
stood facing her with good news. 

“The Rebbe says that you should 
travel to Warsaw.” 

She was overjoyed! But her smile 
faded as she realized that there was no 
more to the message. 

“But where in Warsaw? What should 
I do there?” 

“That is all the Rebbe answered,” 
replied the secretary. “I’m sorry, there was 
no more.” 

She even wrote in another letter 
asking for some details, but no response 
was forthcoming this time. 

When the Chassidim heard the story 
they took up a collection and bought her a 
round-trip train ticket with enough money 
for a month’s room and board. Two days 
later, there she was, standing bewildered in 
the Warsaw train station with her old 
suitcase and no idea where to go or what to 
do next. 

People were rushing by her, 
occasionally bumping into her; someone 
almost knocked her over, but she just stood 
there. She had the address of a hotel on a 
crumpled piece of paper in her hand. She 
took it out of her pocket but she didn’t want 
to walk anymore. She was tired and just 
wanted to give up. “The children are in 
good hands,” she thought to herself. She 
was alone and confused and she wanted to 
cry. Someone else bumped into her. 
“Maybe I’ll just go back home.” The 
thought was still in the corner of her mind 

when she heard someone say, “Excuse me.” 

She snapped out of her reverie and 
saw standing before her a neatly dressed 
Jew with a reddish beard. “Excuse me,” he 
said in Yiddish, “I noticed that you have 
been standing for a long time. Are you 
feeling all right? Perhaps I can be of some 
help? Are you waiting for someone?” 

“I’m here because the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe said...” and she mechanically 
repeated her entire story. “Tell me,” said 
the man when she had finished, “what was 
your husband’s name and what did he look 
like?” 

“Ehh, well...” She was still in a semi-
daze. “His name was Feivel, but I’m sure he 
changed it. And he was heavyset. He 
walked with a sort of a limp, and he had a 
thick, black beard, but I’m sure he’s shaved 
the beard off, and he has a sort of mark on 
his forehead. It’s been two years – who 
knows how he looks now....”  

She almost began to weep when he 
interrupted her. “I think I know where he 
is. Please follow me. It’s not far from here.” 
He escorted her out of the station, down 
the street to a large, busy intersection, and 
gave her directions how to go from there to 
a certain tavern. “I believe that your 
husband is sitting in the back of that bar, 
playing cards and gambling.” 

After everything she’d been through, 
she asked no questions. She just nodded to 
the stranger and began walking according 
to his directions. And after an hour she 
found it! She took a deep breath and 
entered the dimly lit tavern, dragging her 
suitcase and feeling terribly out of place. 

She made her way through the 
smoke and noise to the back of the room 
and stared blankly at the figures sitting 
there, waiting for her eyes to adjust to the 
dark. 

Suddenly one of the gamblers 
turned, looked at her and let out a cry of 
horror. “Sora!!! How did you know I was 
here? How did you get here?!” She could 
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see more clearly now, and the man who 
was speaking looked something like her 
husband. He was thinner, with no 
beard...but it was him! 

When she explained how the Rebbe 
had sent her and how some Jew gave her 
directions from the station, he began 
pacing back and forth like a madman, 
running his fingers through his hair, 
waving his arms and repeating to himself, 
“I don’t know any Jews, I don’t know any 
Rebbe!! How could anyone know? How?” 

He was so affected by the miracle 
that he began weeping, and then fell to his 
knees begging her forgiveness. One thing 
led to another and one month later, he 
shamefacedly returned home with her and 
repented completely of his evil ways. 

The next year she traveled again to 
Lubavitch, but this time to thank the 
Rebbe. The Rebbe’s secretary arranged that 
she would stand outside the Rebbe’s door, 
and when the Rebbe came out, she could 
thank him personally and give him a letter 
of gratitude. 

She took her place and stood there, 
holding her letter and waiting nervously. 
Then the big moment arrived, the door 
opened and the Rebbe emerged. She took 
one look at him...went into a swoon, and 

fell unconscious to the floor! 

When she came to, a doctor was 
kneeling over her. “You were so excited that 
you passed out,” he explained, as she began 
to sit up. 

“Was that the Rebbe?” she asked. 
“Was that him?” 

“Why certainly,” the doctor 
answered. “Why do you ask? Didn’t you 
know that that was the Rebbe?” 

“Because,” she said, “that was the 
man I saw in Warsaw. He was the one who 
helped me in the Warsaw train station!” 

Later, the Rebbe’s secretary made 
some calculations. He recalled that on the 
same day on which the woman claimed to 
have seen the Rebbe in the Warsaw train 
station, he had entered the Rebbe’s room 
and found the Rebbe sitting motionless for 
a long time, oblivious to his surroundings, 
as though he were “somewhere else”. 
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His Appreciation of the Ohr 

HaChaim 

From when he was just six years old 
Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver studied the 
entire commentary of the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh on the weekly Parsha, all by 
himself. He would constantly speak about 
how important the study of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh is and once 
remarked: “Ich veis nisht viazoy ich valt 
gekent a’durech di letzteh fiftzig yohr ohn 
Ohr HaChaim – I don’t know how I would 
have survived the last fifty years of my life 

without the Ohr HaChaim!” (Toldos 
Yaakov Yosef Skver p. 22) 

 

Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver used to 
say, “The first Chassidishe sefer is the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh.” (Be’or HaChaim 
page 241) 

 

Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver used to 
say that every word in the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh is an entire body of Yiddishkeit 
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and that there is almost no Chassidus
which the Ohr HaChaim is not the bread 
and butter of its basis to the extent that one 
can fully and truly say that the 
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that they discussing Torah. The 

Akiva was jailed for teaching Torah, he 

five Halachos that did not sound like Torah at all, when in reality they were. The 
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arranged the calendar for the following three years (see Sanhedrin 12a).
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Jewish peop
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ZeraZeraZeraZera    

ShimshonShimshonShimshonShimshon 

 

Vayakhel 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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The Medrash (Rabbah 49:1) in this week’s Parsha says

HaShirim 8:7), מי� רבי� לא יוכלו לכבות את האהבה, ‘Many waters cannot extinguish the love 

exists between the Jewish people and Hashem), nor rivers wash it away’

Medrash says – ‘many waters’ refer to the tribulations that 

, and will go through, throughout the various exiles.

various kingdoms that the Jewish people suffered through.

Zera Shimshon explains this Medrash by first asking 

Medrash coming say, what lesson is the Medrash trying to teach us

exists between Hashem and His nation is of a spiritual and non

how would it even be possible for the nations of the world to extinguish this love? If 

the Medrash would be coming to explain this passuk to mean 

not be able to destroy the Jewish people, then Medrash would be understandable 

still the Medrash comes to tell us that no matter what, the Jewish people will never 

be destroyed. However, being that the Medrash is discussing the love that exists 

between Hashem and the Jewish people, what is the Medrash coming to rule out?

The Zera Shimshon explains that the bond of love that exists between 

and his nation is dependent on the Torah. This is seen from the passuk that says 

(Tehillim 87:2), ‘Hashem loves the gates of Tzion’. The Gemara (Berachos 8a) explains 

this passuk to mean that Hashem loves the gates that are noted with the study of 

the places of Torah study and service of Hashem

As well, the Medrash (Yalkut Toldos 115) says, that as long as the voice is the 

oice of Yaakov, meaning that the Jewish people are studying Torah, the hands of 

Esav cannot dominate over them. This implies that the fire of love between Hashem 

and us is dependent on our study of Torah. 

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains the aforement

Even if the nations of the world would come together, they will not be able to 

stop the Jewish people from learning Torah, which consequently weaken the love 

between the Jewish people and Hashem. 

This is because even if the nations of the world would decree that the Jewish 

people had to stop learning, they would continue to learn Oral Torah. On top of that, 

they could learn in a way that the nations of the world would not even understand 

that they discussing Torah. The Gemara illustrates this in 

was jailed for teaching Torah, he still managed to teach

five Halachos that did not sound like Torah at all, when in reality they were. The 

only reason why R’ Akiva was jailed was because he gathered

Torah without hiding what he was doing. In fact, on his way to be killed

arranged the calendar for the following three years (see Sanhedrin 12a).

In other words, the Medrash is saying that Hashem will always enable the 

Jewish people to learn Torah, regardless of the circumstances that they find 

themselves in and therefore the love that exists between Hashem and His nation will 

never be extinguished. 

 שבת שלו�
signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

in this week’s Parsha says the following (Shir 

‘Many waters cannot extinguish the love (that 

rivers wash it away’. On this the 

refer to the tribulations that the Jewish people have 

, throughout the various exiles. The ‘rivers’ refer to the 

various kingdoms that the Jewish people suffered through. 

by first asking - what is the 

, what lesson is the Medrash trying to teach us? The love that 

and non-tangible nature so 

how would it even be possible for the nations of the world to extinguish this love? If 

to mean that the nations will 

Medrash would be understandable 

the Jewish people will never 

be destroyed. However, being that the Medrash is discussing the love that exists 

Medrash coming to rule out? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that the bond of love that exists between Hashem 

dependent on the Torah. This is seen from the passuk that says 

The Gemara (Berachos 8a) explains 

this passuk to mean that Hashem loves the gates that are noted with the study of 

Torah study and service of Hashem. 

that as long as the voice is the 

oice of Yaakov, meaning that the Jewish people are studying Torah, the hands of 

. This implies that the fire of love between Hashem 

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains the aforementioned Medrash.  

Even if the nations of the world would come together, they will not be able to 

which consequently weaken the love 

orld would decree that the Jewish 

learn Oral Torah. On top of that, 

they could learn in a way that the nations of the world would not even understand 

s in Pesachim (112a), when R’ 

each R’ Shimon Bar Yochai 

five Halachos that did not sound like Torah at all, when in reality they were. The 

only reason why R’ Akiva was jailed was because he gathered masses to teach them 

Torah without hiding what he was doing. In fact, on his way to be killed, he 

arranged the calendar for the following three years (see Sanhedrin 12a). 

In other words, the Medrash is saying that Hashem will always enable the 

, regardless of the circumstances that they find 

that exists between Hashem and His nation will 

שבת שלו�  



MASKIL LEDAVID 

Paris • Orh ‘Haïm Ve Moché
32, rue du Plateau • 75019 Paris • France
Tel: 01 42 08 25 40 • Fax: 01 42 06 00 33

hevratpinto@aol.com

Jérusalem • Pninei David
Rehov Bayit Va Gan 8 • Jérusalem • Israël

Tel: +972 2643 3605 • Fax: +972 2643 3570
p@hpinto.org.il

Ashdod • Orh ‘Haim Ve Moshe
Rehov Ha-Admour Mi-Belz 43 • Ashod • Israël
Tel: +972 88 566 233 • Fax: +972 88 521 527

orothaim@gmail.com

Ra’anana • Kol ‘Haïm
Rehov Ha’ahouza 98 • Ra’anana • Israël
Tel: +972 98 828 078 • +972 58 792 9003

kolhaim@hpinto.org.il

s"xc Weekly Bulletin on the Parshah

Published by Mosdot “Orot Chaim U’Moshe” in Israel
Under the auspices of Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita
Son of the tzaddik Rabbi Moshe Ahron Pinto, zt”l, and grandson of the holy tzaddik and miracle-worker Rabbi Chaim Pinto, zy”a  

Pachad David
Weekly talk on the Parshah given by Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita 

"There you shall place the Ark of Testimony and 
screen the Ark with the Partition" (Shemot 40:3)

The Ark of Testimony (Aron Ha'edut) was placed in the 
Holy of Holies, and the Partition (Parochet) served as a divi-
sion between the Holy of Holies and the second chamber of 
the Tabernacle, the Holy, where the Menorah was placed. 
The Menorah was outside the Parochet and the poles of 
the Aron Ha'edut could also be seen from the outside. 
When the Kohen lit the Menorah he faced the Parochet 
and would see the poles of the Aron Ha'edut.

We can question why the Aron Ha'edut was kept in 
the Holy of Holies, the innermost Sanctuary. Seemingly, 
it would be ideal for Bnei Yisrael to be able to see the 
Aron Ha'edut which represents the Torah, the main pur-
pose of creation. The Aron Ha'edut housed the Tablets 
of Testimony, (Luchot Ha'edut), which is why the Aron 
is called 'Aron Ha'edut'. Were Am Yisrael able to see the 
Aron Ha'edut, they would have a constant reminder of the 
Luchot that were placed inside it. This would lead them to 
the conclusion that the Torah must be found deep in the 
hearts of each person, as David Hamelech said in Tehillim 
(40:9), "and Your Torah is in my innards".

So why was the Aron Ha'edut placed inside the Holy 
of Holies, where nobody could see it besides the Kohen 
Gadol, who would enter this most holy place only once 
a year on Yom Kippur, to pray and carry out the incense 
service. Would placing the Aron Ha'edut on the other side 
of the partition not strengthen our realization that the 
entire purpose of creation is to toil in Torah? At the end 
of a person's life, he is placed inside an aron (coffin) and it 
is only the Torah which he has acquired that will stand for 
him as a merit, as it says (Yeshaya 58:8), "Your righteous 
deeds ('צדקך') will precede you". 'צדק' refers to the Torah 
as it says (Devarim 16:20), "Righteousness, righteousness 
shall you pursue".

Being able to see the Aron will bring a person to the 
fundamental recognition that his body too must be like a 
Testimony for the Torah since a person's body is made up of 
two hundred and forty-eight limbs and three hundred and 
sixty-five sinews, which added together correspond to the 
six hundred and thirteen mitzvot of the Torah. If a person 
merits sanctifying his body through the Holy Torah, then in 
his grave too, his lips will utter the holy words of the Torah.

Of course, the way that the Mishkan was set up contains 
deep and sublime ideas, since the entire creation is alluded 
to in the Mishkan. The Mishkan was built by Betzalel with 
Divine inspiration, as Moshe Rabbeinu told him, 'בצל-אל 
 you were in the shadow of Hashem' and this is' ,'היית
how you know the secrets of building the Mishkan, which 
hint to the secrets of the creation of the universe in its 
entirety. These concepts are unfathomable to our human 
minds, but with siyata dishmaya, we can offer the plain and 
metaphorical explanation that will help us understand the 
words of the Torah.

Harav Pacifici shlita, who used to be a Maggid shiur in 

the Kollel in Lyon, France, asked me a powerful question: 
The Torah writes that the Parochet was placed in front of 
the Aron Ha'edut but this is surprising since at the time 
of the second Beit Hamikdash, the Parochet was placed 
in front of the Even Hashesi'ah, the stone found in the 
Kodesh Hakedoshim since at that time the King Yeshayahu 
had hidden away the Aron Ha'edut. Since the Parochet 
was only placed in front of the Aron Ha'edut at the time 
of the first Beit Hamikdash, seemingly the Torah should 
have mentioned that the Parochet will also be placed in 
front of the Even Hashesi'ah.

With siyata dishmaya, I would like to answer this ques-
tion with an inspiring idea. A person must know that the 
Torah is neither in heaven nor across the sea. Wherever a 
person can be found, Torah is there with him and he can 
delve into it and fulfill its commandments. The main reason 
why a person comes down to this world is to toil in Torah 
since learning brings to accomplishment. However, one 
should not make do with learning alone and not put one's 
learning into practice. We can bring a proof for this from 
the Chazal that tells us that Hashem considers a positive 
intention as if it has been carried out. This is only in the case 
if a person is unable to carry out his intention. However, if 
a person has a positive thought and can bring it to fruition 
yet he does not accomplish this act, then the intention is 
not considered as having been carried out.

We asked why the Aron Ha'edut was placed in the in-
nermost Sanctuary. This could be so that a person should 
always be occupied with seeking the truth until he finds it. 
'Believe one who toils and achieves', since it is indeed not 
far from you. In truth, the Aron Ha'edut was right there, 
not far away at all, it was only covered and separated by 
the Parochet. Why? Because the Aron Ha'edut contained 
the Luchot Ha'edut, the Holy Torah. This alludes to the 
fact that each person must invest toil and effort in order to 
merit acquiring the Torah. Even if at the moment it can't be 
seen, it is nevertheless at your doorstep. With investment, 
it can become yours.

The poles which were used to carry the Aron Ha'edut 
could be seen from the outside, even though the Aron 
Ha'edut itself was covered by the Parochet. This contains 
a message that we must grasp hold of these poles which 
represent our holy sefarim, and through holding on to 
them we will reveal the great treasure that is concealed in 
the Holy Torah, the Torah that is deeper than the seabed. 
This will enable a person to taste the sweetness of Torah 
and see how pleasant is its merchandise.

A person must try and become an Aron Ha'edut. He 
should be as strong as a lion in overcoming his evil inclina-
tion, especially now that we no longer have a Beit Hamik-
dash, Kohen Gadol and Menorah which all had the power 
to arouse a person to understand and fulfill his role in this 
world. Studying Torah, which leads to its accomplishment, 
will enable a person to transform himself into a new being 
until he is considered like an Aron Ha'edut.
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At Your Doorstep



A Tzaddik Sees Far Afield
When I was once staying in Lyon, France, a woman came to me and 

told me that her mother did not have children for many years and in 
her distress, she went to the tzaddik Rabbi Chaim Pinto zya"a asking 
him for a blessing for children. To her surprise, the tzaddik asked her 
to give him a certain amount of money, multiplied by three, so that 
the merit of the mitzvah of tzedaka will be a conduit through which 
his blessing can be fulfilled. When her mother asked why she needs to 
multiply the amount by three, he replied that he wishes to bless not 
only her but also her daughter and granddaughter. Her mother did as 
Rabbi Chaim zya"a requested and indeed not long after, with Hashem's 
great kindness, she merited giving birth to a baby girl.

Many years later, the headlines broadcasted the shocking news that 
a plane which was flying from Lyon to Strasbourg crashed, killing all its 
passengers besides one lady who miraculously remained alive. This 
survivor was called Mrs. Levi and she was the one who came to me 
together with her mother and told me this story. Now she understands, 
she said, why the tzaddik Rabbi Chaim zya"a asked her mother to give 
him a threefold amount of money so that it would serve as an atone-
ment for the soul of her daughter and her future child. For what is 
the point of being blessed with offspring if one generation later they 
will be severed?

When I heard this story I began to tremble. Here was a proof of the 
far-reaching and all-encompassing vision of tzaddikim. They are able 
to anticipate the future and calculate their steps accordingly.

Hearing these kinds of stories strengthens our emunat chachamim, 
faith in the great leaders. This inspiration should not remain merely 
as a feeling, but it should initiate some action. Each person must take 
this lesson to heart and be scrupulous about fulfilling the Torah com-
mandment (Devarim 17:10), "you shall be careful to do according to 
everything that they will teach you". Even if at first, the Rav's instruc-
tions seem to be puzzling, one must follow them blindly (see Shoftim 
11), for it is only the gedolei hador with their sharp vision, who can 
anticipate the future and foresee the results.

The reason why they are endowed with this power is that they are 
bound up with the orders of Hashem which gladden the heart and 
enlighten the eyes. Each and every person can transform himself into 
a dwelling place for the Shechina, through occupying himself with 
Torah and fulfilling its commandments.

 Tidbits of faith and trust penned by Moreinu v’Rabbeinu
Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita

The Haftarah
"Thus said the Lord, Hashem/Elokim: "In the first [month]" 

(Yechezkel 45)
The connection to the Parsha: The Haftarah talks about the 

offerings that the Nasi would bring on Rosh Chodesh Nissan 
and also discusses the festival of Pesach. Similarly, the Maftir of 
Shabbat HaChodesh talks about Rosh Chodesh Nissan and the 
approaching festival of Pesach.

Walking in their Ways

The Rav who Saw the 
Vessels of the Mikdash

In the summer of 5689, the King of 
Italy, Victor Emanuel III, went to visit 
several countries that were under his 
rule, among them Libya and the city of 
Tripoli. The Jewish population arranged 
a beautiful reception in his honor, 
headed by their Rabbi, Harav Yitzchak 
Chai Bokovza zt"l, a Gaon in the con-
cealed Torah who wrote many sefarim 
on Torah, halacha, Shas and Kabbalah.

The climax of his visit to Tripoli, was 
when the entire royal entourage arrived 
at the congregation's Beit Knesset. The 
elderly Rav went out to welcome the 
king, together with all the congrega-
tion's leaders and the rest of the Jewish 
population.

The entourage entered the Beit Knes-
set. The king stood on the bimah next 
to the Aron Hakodesh and the Heichal 
was opened, revealing the Sifrei Torah 
that glistened in all their magnificence 
and splendor. The king was fascinated 
by the sight. Harav Bokovza melodi-
ously recited the blessing, 'Who grants 
salvation to the kings', while a translator 
translated the content of the blessing. 
The congregation answered 'Amen' 
with apparent emotion, on the occa-
sion of hearing this rare blessing at 
this special event. The king was most 
gratified by the great honor that he was 
accorded by the Jewish congregation 
and was especially captivated by the 
Rav. He shook his hand, thanking him 
for the blessing that he recited from the 
depths of his heart, and gave the Rav 
a decoration of honor from the Italian 
government, as a sign of appreciation.

As they took leave, he invited the Rav 
for a reciprocate visit to Rome, to join 
him in celebrating his son's wedding. 
The Rav answered that it would be dif-
ficult for him and would take him away 
from his Torah studies. The king replied 

that he will send him his royal ship 
and the Rav should come together 

with his wife and several talmidei 
chachamim and in this way, the 
Rav will be able to continue his 
regular Torah study, to which 
Harav Bokovza agreed.

On the appointed day, the king's 
ship was sent to fetch the Rav and 

his talmidim. The Rav was welcomed 
with great honor and was taken to 
the king's palace in Rome, where the 
magnificent wedding was set up. All 
the distinguished leaders and officials 
of Rome were seated around the tables, 
together with the many guests who had 
come to participate in the king's joy on 
the occasion of his son's wedding.

After the wedding, the Rav was in-
vited for an audience with the king. He 
was welcomed with great honor and 
the king agreed to fulfill all his requests 
on behalf of his congregation. Finally, 
the king asked him if he has any per-
sonal request. At first, the Rav refused 
and said that he doesn’t need anything 
for himself, but after the king urged 
him, he asked for permission to enter 
the Vatican, where several of the holy 
vessels from the Beit Hamikdash were 
concealed. Initially, the king explained 
that he could not authorize this visit 
since the Vatican was not under his 
authority. But when the king saw that 
the Rav was not interested in anything 
else, he spoke to the Pope and put pres-
sure on him until he agreed to allow the 
Rav to enter, on his own, the next day.

Throughout that night the Rav se-
cluded himself, sanctifying himself by 
delving into Torah. After praying the 
morning prayers, he set out for the 
place where they had arranged to 
meet. His talmidim waited outside the 
gate, while a servant from the Vatican 
accompanied the Rav inside. They 
went down to the basement where the 
servant moved aside a curtain behind 
which the vessels of the Mikdash were 
held. Harav Bokovza glanced at the ves-
sels for just one moment and then said 
that he wished to leave, explaining that 
he had seen enough.

The talmidim who were waiting for 
their Rav with eager anticipation, imag-
ined that he would come out with his 
face shining, but the Rav did not utter 
a word. He immediately set out on the 
return journey to Tripoli, Libya. Once 
home, he began a ta'anit dibbur which 
he kept up for forty days, all the while 
studying Torah without interruption. 
After forty days he returned his soul to 
his Maker, at the age of seventy-seven 
and the secret of what he saw was 
buried with him.

Words of our Sages

Guard Your Tongue
An Ancient Ban

The Poskim write that there is an ancient ruling and ban, not to talk 
slanderously about the dead, even if he was an am ha'aretz (ignoramus) and 
all the more so if he was a talmid chacham. Certainly, one who degrades a 
talmid chacham transgresses a serious sin and he is excommunicated on ac-
count of this, as ruled in Yoreh De'ah. The prohibition to degrade a talmid 
chacham includes both the person himself and especially his Torah.



Pearls of the Parsha

The Connection Between Churban and 
Mishkan

"These are the reckonings of the Tabernacle, the 
Tabernacle of Testimony, which were reckoned at 
Moshes' bidding. The labor of the Leviim was under 
the authority of Itamar, son of Ahron the Kohen" 
(Shemot 38:21)

Rashi explains, "the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle" – 
these words are repeated to hint to the Mikdash that 
was taken as collateral and destroyed twice, because 
of the sins of Yisrael.

Reading the verse according to the plain meaning, 
gives rise to the question of why the word Mishkan 
(Tabernacle) is repeated. Rashi answers that in this lies 
a hint to the two Batei Mikdash which will eventually be 
destroyed. These Mikdashot were destroyed because 
Am Yisrael were not particular about observing the 
laws and commandments which were given to them 
during their sojourn in the Midbar and at Matan To-
rah. Since Bnei Yisrael showed disregard for Hashem's 
mitzvot, He expended His anger on sticks and stones 
and destroyed the Beit Hamikdash.

The holy Admor of Sanz zya"a asks why especially 
at this time of joy, when Am Yisrael were dedicating 
the Mishkan and were in a state of ecstasy, does the 
Torah comes and remind them of the destruction of 
the Temple which will dampen their spirits and impair 
their joy? There was no shortage of occasions to give 
over this message to Am Yisrael, why just now?

One can answer his question by saying that 'משכן', 
Mishkan, contains the same letters as 'נמשך', to con-
tinue. This implies that Am Yisrael must continue the 
chain of the generations and cleave to the tradition 
of their ancestors. Each person is a personal Mishkan 
and just as Hashem's Shechina rests in the Mishkan, 
so can His presence be found in every upright Jew 
who observes the Torah and its commandments. Since 
Hashem's presence rests inside every Jew, he must take 
responsibility and guard the Shechina through continu-
ing the tradition that has been passed down from his 
ancestors and being particular to fulfill all the Torah 
laws. When a person is lax in this duty and abandons 
his ancestor's ways, then the Shechina leaves him and 
leaves the Beit Hamikdash too, leading to the bitter 
end – churban, destruction of the Beit Hamikdash.

Hashem stressed this message to Am Yisrael espe-
cially at the time of dedicating the Mishkan, so that 
their joy should not lead to them to pride. On the 
contrary, mentioning the churban will be a painful 
reminder which will cause them to be even more 
scrupulous in fulfilling Hashem's commands and con-
tinuing the path of the holy Avot, who endangered 
their lives to fulfill Hashem's command. This will result 
in Hashem's Shechina continuing to rest among them.

The Best Time for Unity
"Moshe assembled the entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael" (Shemot 35:1)
Rashi explains that this assembling of the entire nation took place on the day 

after Yom Kippur. The Kli Yakar writes that this hints to us that the point of this 
assembling was to administer peace between them, for 'a person cannot live 
with a snake in one basket'. Since Moshe wanted to tell the people about the 
construction of the Mishkan in which they would all participate, it was as if he 
was placing them all together in one living space. Therefore, he first had to gather 
them together, so that they should be united.

Since all Bnei Yisrael's campings took place with argument and separation, it 
would be impossible to assemble them all together. Therefore, Moshe decided 
that it would be wise to gather them together on the day following Yom Kippur, 
since on Yom Kippur peace reigns among the people and they are united, so it 
would be easy to gather them together.

The Rush to Donate for the Mishkan
"The entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael left Moshes' presence" (Shemot 35:20)
The holy Ohr Hachaim zya"a explains the stress on the words, Bnei Yisrael left 

 literally translated as 'before Moshe'. This was because Bnei Yisrael ,'השמ ינפלמ'
were concerned that Moshe would personally bring all that was required for the 
Mishkan since he greatly desired to perform Hashem's command. He also had 
the means to do this since he possessed much wealth. Therefore, they rushed 
to bring their contributions, so that they would manage to do so 'before Moshe', 
meaning before Moshe would precede them and donate all that was required 
for building the Mishkan.

The Fifth and Sixth Section of Shulchan Aruch
"He filled him with G-dly spirit, with wisdom, insight, and knowledge" (Shemot 

35:31)
About Betzalel it says, "He filled him with G-dly spirit, with wisdom, insight, and 

knowledge" and a few verses later it says, "He gave him the ability to teach". This 
seems to be unnecessary repetition since if he was filled with wisdom and insight, 
then certainly he was also capable of ruling in halacha.

Rabbi Yosef Binyamin Wosner, in the name of his grandfather the Gaon Rabbi 
Shmuel HaLevi Wosner zt"l, explains: Hidden in these words lies an important 
foundation in regard to determining halachic rulings. A person can be filled with 
wisdom and understanding, but will not necessarily know how to decide matters 
of law since knowing how to rule and being able to take all the necessary details 
into account, requires a special blessing.

He added that it is a common saying that in order to decide halachic rulings 
one also needs to be familiar with the 'fifth' section of Shulchan Aruch (while in 
fact there are only four sections). What is the fifth section? How to interact with 
people. But over the years he also learnt the 'sixth' section of Shulchan Aruch, 
which teaches appropriate conduct when faced with those who cannot be con-
sidered as people…

Rejoice in Another's Good Fortune
 "You shall anoint them as you had anointed their father" (Shemot 40:15)
Seemingly, Rabbi Shushan HaKohen pointed out, it would be enough to say 

"You shall anoint them", why does the verse find it necessary to add "as you had 
anointed their father"?

He explains in his sefer 'Perach Shushan', that with these words Hashem was 
hinting to Moshe that he should anoint the sons of Ahron with joy, just as he 
anointed his brother Ahron with joy.

Meaning that when Moshe anointed Ahron and appointed him to be Kohen 
Gadol, he certainly did not entertain any thoughts of jealousy since Moshe himself 
merited being the leader of all the Nevi'im and the king of the entire nation; his 
lot was greater than Ahron's. But when it came to anointing the sons of Ahron 
as Kohanim, there is a place to be concerned that Moshe might feel a trace of 
jealousy that the sons of Ahron merited the priesthood while his own sons did 
not. Therefore, Hashem told him that he should anoint Ahron's sons with the 

same joy "as you had anointed their father".

Treasures
Based on the teachings of 

 Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Hagaon 
 Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya

 Pinto, shlita



"These are the reckonings of 
the Tabernacle" 

(Shemot 38:21)
Concerning Moshe Rabbeinu we are 

told "in My entire house he is the trust-
ed one" (Bamidbar 12:7), so why did he 
feel it necessary to give a detailed listing 
of the amounts of gold, silver and cop-
per that were contributed for the con-
struction of the Mishkan? The reason is 
as the Midrash Tanchuma tells us: "He 
heard the mockers of the generation 
talking about him, as it says, 'Whenever 
Moshe would go out to the Tent…they 
would gaze after Moshe' (Shemot 33:8). 
And what were they saying: The one 
who is responsible for overseeing the 
building of the Mishkan, for talents of 
silver and talents of gold, whose value 
cannot be estimated, neither their 
weight nor their number, of course he 
will take riches for himself? When he 
heard this, he said, by your life, upon 
the completion of the construction of 
the Mishkan I will make a reckoning for 
you. Now that it was completed he said 
to them: 'These are the reckonings of 
the Tabernacle." 

Whilst all of Am Yisrael were occupied 
with gathering the spoil from the Egyp-
tians, Moshe Rabbeinu was searching 
for Yosef's coffin. How can one suspect 
such a person of embezzling money?

How can it be that "they would gaze 
after Moshe"? How could they suspect 
him? Why did Moshe have to give them 
an exact reckoning about the materi-
als used for the construction of the 
Mishkan? We are talking about Moshe 
Rabbeinu! The one who led them out 
of Mitzrayim, the emissary for their 
wondrous redemption and for providing 
for them in the Midbar!

This is what lay behind their behavior: 
'Wherever a person's thoughts are, 
that’s where he is!'

A NOVEL LOOK AT THE PARSHA

This is clear in all areas of life: A shoe-
maker will notice shoes, a barber will 
notice hair, a builder shows an interest 
in buildings, and so forth. In this vein, 
there is a story told about the Alter of 
Novhardok who was once travelling by 
train where he met another Jew with 
whom he was unacquainted. After 
speaking to him for a short time, the Al-
ter asked, "are you a forest merchant?" 
"Do you possess Divine inspiration?" 
he responded in surprise. The Alter 
replied, "the way of a craftsman is to 
observe things that concern him".

This is the answer, brought in the 
sefer 'Yeina Shel Torah – Emunah 
Shleimah', to Bnei Yisrael's suspicion of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the leader of the gen-
eration: Wherever a person's thoughts 
lie, in the area where his interests and 
desires lie, that is where he is. Those 
covetous people viewed Moshe Rab-
beinu through their own lenses. Since 
they themselves would never carry out 
such a task voluntarily, they automati-
cally suspected Moshe of embezzling 
some of the contributions.

There is a joke told about a person 
who gravely told his friend that his 
grandfather had just passed away. The 
friend sympathized, "How sad, what did 
he have?" The grandchild replied, "One 
and a half rooms in south Tel Aviv"…

Where a person's thoughts are, that’s 
where he is…

Can But Doesn’t Want
When the esteemed Rabbi Ya'akov Yo-

sef zt"l, author of 'Toldot Ya'akov Yosef', 
first came to visit the holy Ba'al Shem 
Tov zt"l, he had not yet become one 
of his chassidim. The Ba'al Shem Tov 
explained to him that every single thing 
that a person sees or hears can serve as 
a lesson in how to serve Hashem.

As they were talking, a non-Jew came 
to the Ba'al Shem Tov's home and asked 
him if he perhaps has any utensils, such 
as barrels or buckets, which have fallen 
apart and need repair since that was his 
profession.

"No" answered the Ba'al Shem Tov, "in 
my house, baruch Hashem, everything 

is intact, there is nothing that requires 
fixing." "Nevertheless," the non-Jew 
tried his luck, "maybe after a proper 
search you might find something that 
is broken?"

The Ba'al Shem Tov turned to the 
'Toldot' and said to him: "The non-Jew 
is referring to mere vessels, but in my 
eyes, he is a messenger sent specifically 
by Divine Providence to reproach me 
that I am not entirely perfect, I still have 
things that I must repair and improve. 
This goy unintentionally roused my at-
tention to the fact that I need to search 
and examine my deeds again and again 
and make a soul reckoning."

The 'Toldot' found it hard to accept 
that one can derive spiritual messages 
even from the words of a non-Jew.

The 'Toldot' took leave of the Ba'al 
Shem Tov, deep in thought. Suddenly a 
goy turned to him pleading: "Dear Jew, 
please help me pick up my overturned 
wagon. I am too weak and feeble to 
attempt it on my own". Rabbi Ya'akov 
Yosef replied, "I cannot help you." "Yes 
you can, Jew," the goy screamed at him, 
"you just don’t want to!"

These words penetrated Rabbi 
Ya'akov Yosef's heart and soul. He felt 
himself being zipped by a strong, stir-
ring current.

The 'Toldot' turned back on his heels, 
returned to the holy Ba'al Shem Tov's 
home and told him: "My master and 
teacher, indeed your words are true 
and just".

The sefer 'Toldot Ya'akov Yosef' later 
used this idea to explain the verse, "for 
the ways of the world are His" (Chaba-
kuk 3:6). Whatever a person sees and 
hears in this world is destined for him, 
so that he should learn a lesson from 
the event. The ways of the world serve 
as an ethical lesson and provide us with 
direction on how to serve Hashem. For 
if a person would not need to hear all 
that he, as if incidentally, hears, Hashem 
would not have caused him to hear this. 
This is the meaning of 'for the ways of 
the world – are his'. They are destined 
for man and are uttered for his sake. 



MeOros HaRamchal 

Parshas VaYakhel 
 

THE MISHKAN RESTORES OUR CROWNS 

“And the work was sufficient enough and there was so much that 

there was left over,” (Shemos VaYakhel 36:7) 

The Ramchal explains that in the (hidden) inner truth of the 

world’s existence, it is known that all things exist in a state of perfection 

known as tikkun – functioning at their ideal and most efficient state. 

There is no place for the side known as the sitra achra to have any 

power there at all, rather she is subservient to the side of kedushah and 

holiness like the sediment – the lees and dregs of the wine, whose 

presence are beneficial for the wine’s aging.  

(Translator’s note: the sediment that collects at the bottom of the 

barrel and of bottles of fine aged wines is called lees or dregs and is 

made up of dead yeast cells and grape pulp. In general, traditional 

ageing of wine on lees is described as a technique that enhances the 

sensorial characteristics of wine.  

To better understand this imagery of wine resting on its sediment 

dregs or lees, see for example Yermiyah 48:11 “Moav was complacent 

from youth, tranquil or peaceful on its lees or dregs שוקט אל שמריו ,” 

where Moav’s peace and tranquility is compared to a barrel of fine wine 

that has sat undisturbed for many years.) 

However, out here in the way Hashem runs the world in its 

revealed state of Olam HaZeh good and evil are at equilibrium, and we 

need to do our best to push the power of good, strengthen it, so that 

kedushah rises above the sitra achra. 



When Hashem tried to let us do the avodah, we failed Him. The 

dregs rose up over the wine and clouded it over. 

This is represented by Aharon’s statement about the sin of the 

golden calf when he said “Who has golden jewelry? Remove it and I 

shall cast it in the fire and then this calf came out.” 

Symbolically, this is like the wine and the dregs. When you cast 

and throw something into the wine barrel, it disturbs the equilibrium and 

stirs up the dregs from the bottom of the barrel and then the dregs rise 

up over the wine, as it says ‘I cast and threw it in,’ and then ‘this egel 

rose up out of it!’ 

At the time of Matan Torah when Hashem gave us the Torah at 

Mount Sinai and Bnei Yisroel said We will do and we will hear and they 

preceded action before hearing, they were crowned with two crowns. 

One crown corresponds to action – Na’aseh and the other crown to 

hearing – Nishma. They correspond to the supernal mochin of the 

attributes Chochmah and Binah – the sefiros of Wisdom and Insight. 

However, when Bnei Yisroel sinned with the chet haegel – the 

golden calf the power of the other side known as sitra achra rose up 

above them to rule over them and removed their crowns. As it says: And 

Bnei Yisroel removed their crowns that they got from Chorev. 

This is because the sitra achra has chutzpah, it reigns like a king 

without a crown. 

The avodas HaMishkan is to rectify and fix whatever we ruined 

through the chet haegel – the sin of the golden calf. Therefore there was 

left over. Representing extra additional lights corresponding to the above 

mentioned mochin to restore the crowns that they removed. 

By the avodas haMishkan they restored the crowns. 
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לא זאת  – חלילה וחס :זי"עיחיאל מקאמארנא יהודה יצחק אייזיק  הרה"ק רבי תשובת

 !הדרך

אלא לב שמח ומחשבות קדושות  ,שלא לחשוב שום מחשבה רעהיזהר בזמן המגפה "

יה שהיא בעמקי שכי המלכות דע ,בשמחה רבה, ויסיר מאתו יראת רעות ומרה שחורה

כי בחינה זו היא מה שאנו אומרים שבינה בגלות היא בבחינת אחור בבחינות  ,הקליפות

משום שהיא  ,ממנה עובד עבודה זרה שהיראדלי"ת.... וזהו היראה דמלכות דעשיה 

בת בהם ואין זו יכולה לצאת מתוכם לגמרי, עד שיבא הזמן שכתוב בלע בלועה ומעור

)אדם  ."המות לנצח שאז יסולק זה החיות מתוכם מכל וכל וישארו כולם מתים ומבוטלין

 ישר(

 

 וחס!חלילה  –זי"ע בתשובתו בענין המגיפה עקיבא איגר  תשובת הרה"ק רבי

שלא לדאוג ולהרחיק כל מיני עצבות. שלא לילך בלילה באויר העיר. בצהרים כשהחמה "

ולפתוח החלונות בבקר שיבא אויר  ,זורחת טוב לטייל על פני השדה לשאוב אויר

 )שו"ת רעק"א סימן ע"א(. "בהחדרים. שלא לילך מחוץ לביתו על ליבא ריקנא

 



From the Editor’s desk: 

 

Dear Reader(s), Amush; 

 

 I’d like to start with Mi Anuchi? I’m not worthy to give my opinion especially when 

klal yisrael is in an eis tzara. However, how can anyone stay quiet when our brothers and 

sisters are hurting physically, spiritually, financially and emotionally. The main question 

is: Where is Hashem in this conversation? The question is not on Hashem, Chas V’Shalom 

– it’s on us! We are so busy with the latest updates, getting more nervous (which actually 

hurts the immune system), yet not articulating that this is all from Hashem and since we 

are the Am Hanivchar – he’s talking, and yes maybe shouting at us. We fail to recognize 

that Hashem is the Master Planner and Ultimate Healer and we are in His Hands. NO 

ONE can save us except Hashem Yisbaruch. Why isn’t Hashem on our lips 

constantly and recognizing that He is our Father and we are totally in His Hands and get 

some sense of calm. Yes, we all need to look inwards and ask ourselves what our Father 

wants from us – collectively and individually. But to be hysterical – that’s a lack of 

Emunah and Bitachon. 

 

 If we analyze the situation, we come to realize that what Hashem did was shake the 

world with just a ‘flick of the finger’ – l’havdil. There are no wars, guns or missiles - just 

an enemy that we can’t ‘see’ and that attacks relentlessly. At this point, the ‘experts’ agree 

that most of us were already exposed to the virus, yet Hashem decrees who should get it, 

how severe and for how long and chalila who should pass away. No doctor, politician or 

leader can help us!! 

 

 If I might continue with my one cent I have left, if we study it further – the states 

that were hit first and the hardest were the states that legalized marriages for ‘all’. Hashem 

Sona Zima!! Not to be mekatrig – Chas V’Shalom, however when none of our leaders 

screamed from the rooftops that this is wrong and ultimately Hashem will withdraw His 

protection – what is to be expected. Hashem created a situation where we all ran to close 

the yeshivos – these tenokos shel bais rabim have always been our protection. Haman 

knew he was doomed when the cheder children told him so. We didn’t close the chedarim 

due to anti-Semitism, we closed them because there was no choice given and the fear 

guided us. I’m not saying that it was a bad decision – I’m just pointing out how we got 

here.  

 

 We live in a time as the Gemara says in a dor shel chutzpa. We mock everything 

we find difficult to do from the Torah as old fashioned. When an individual goes against 

halacha, the Hashem waits for his tshuva and pushes off the consequences. However, 

when we try to mock and even claim that Halacha is old fashioned, the consequences can 

be immediate. It is ironic that we need to practice ‘social distancing’ when ‘social media’ 



brought so much destruction to our communities. Let’s open our eyes and see what’s in 

front of us. 

 

 Now that my two cents are expended, I’d like to focus on Hashem and be cognizant 

that our Loving Father is here with us every step of the way and He can undoubtably 

make ALL our problems disappear instantly! Yes, INSTANTLY!! Ein Oid Milvado. 

Hashem doesn’t need anyone to tell Him how to do it. Sit back and enjoy the wonders of 

Hashem when He shows His Might and Glory. We are now standing in front of the Yom 

Suf – jump into His Hands and Loving Embrace. 

 

 The Ramchal states that Hashem created this world because His ‘nature’ is to give 

and do only good. Hopefully, we shall all come as one and beseech Hashem to do away 

with this machla and restore and provide for all our needs b’harchavas hadas. The 

Ropshitzer writes that Hashem awaits our tshuva so he can constantly give good to that 

individual. He expounds that we see that there are times when a person’s mazel runs after 

him and times when the mazel runs from him. We also see that the Gemara wrote that a 

person shouldn’t put himself in middle of a danger zone and in a different place the 

Gemara states that there times when Hashem protects people even when they are in a 

danger zone. He explains the contradiction as follows: A person never knows where he 

stands with his zechusim with regards to being saved from danger. He suggests that if a 

person wants to protect himself in whatever matzav he finds himself is to pick a mitzvah 

that he/she will do with mesiras nefesh – come what may, and he guarantees that Hashem 

will protect him until the person comes to full tshuva – which is the ultimate goal. 

 

 Rabbi Krohn gave a wonderful concept to undertake. Making berachos – slowly 

and loudly. It has many great facets: It’s relatively quick; Makes you appreciate Hashem’s 

foods and the ability to eat those foods and intricate bodily functions; It makes you 

appreciate what you got and brings you closer to Hashem by talking to Him many times 

during the day and then constantly having our Father in our minds and on our lips. It is 

also a part of the 100 berachos a day campaign that Dovid HaMelech instituted when he 

dealt with a megafu. Since it’s also close to chodesh Nissan – there are segulahs for 

parnassa and apropos to our situation - the famed Rav Shamshon’s letter that people say 

on Erev Pesach - where he promises that whoever says it will not have a misa meshuna 

(horrible death). 

 

 May Hashem bless klal yisrael in the zechus harabim and in the zechus of all the 

tzaddikim with an abundance of health, wealth, nachas, long good years with harchavas 

hadas and siyata d’shemaya. May we be also be zocha to eat the korben Pesach in 

Yerushalayim with Hashem’s Holy Radiance together with Moshiach, Amen. 

 

 With wishes for a safe and gut Shabbos and a gut Chodesh. 
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