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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

between Yehuda and Yosef at the beginning of Vayigash, as

being much more than the responsible brother trying to avoid
more aggravation to his family. The Medrash (95:2) compares this to
the Pasuk in Tehillim (48:5) 'Tn' N2y 1Ty 02700 nan ', that the two
kings —Yehuda and Yosef- grew angry at each other while the onlookers
wondered at the spectacle etc. This was a kingly confrontation, with
ramifications for the present and for the future. (This again employs
the idea of Maaseh Avos Siman LaBanim as mentioned in the previous
articles.) We know that our understanding of these D12y will surely
fall short of "IN MNOT NN 7w IN'X but we shall, with our limited
understanding, to attempt a fleeting glance at the tip of the iceberg.
Let’s try.

C hazal, as interpreted by D'w19n, view the confrontation

Yehuda was chosen from amongst the brothers to be the king and
rule over them. Chazal dismiss Reuven, Shimon and Levi for their
respective flaws as we know. Yehuda was chosen not just for being the
next in line but because he had the quality of being able to admit to a
fault, when he proclaimed; '1nn njzT¥. Any monarch, who has absolute
power, must have that quality to admit to a mistake otherwise he will
certainly be corrupted by that power. Yehuda, being the 7xw' 7
includes the ultimate N127n of this world-Melech Hamoshiach must be
Ben Dovid. Yehuda should be considered the Melech of the children of
Leah. However, since Yaakov originally wanted Rochel to be his wife-
the original seven years were for her-there is an aspect, a character of
Malchus, of Bechora, that should belong to Rochel’s “Bechor”. Yosef
in fact had that character which manifested itself in his becoming the
Melech in Mitzrayim-REALLY the TI0 of his dreams coming true as
they all bowed to him. Yosef would be considered the Melech of the
children of Rochel. Yoset’s Malchus would conclude with his oftspring
becoming qor' |2 n'wn. (Baer Moshe Vayigash)

Rav Gedalia Schorr (Ohr Gedalyahu Vayigash) directs us to understand
the unique attributes of Shevet Yehuda and Shevet Yosef based on
numerous Chazal’s and Mefarshim. The Gemara in Sotah (10b) teaches
that Yosef was n'nw nw wTpn PRIVATELY so Hashem added one
letter to his name- mw qoina NITy. Yehuda who was o'mv nw vt
PUBLICLY merited that his entire name has the name of Hashem in it.
Yosef’s Middah is 75w1 nn, cerebral, intelligent-hence his name nio¥
n1vo, revealing what is hidden-by understanding the subtlety of things
from beginning to end. Whereas Yehuda’s “Nekudah” was to bring it
into action, the 2% that is the 78! 7nj7 72 27 (Rambam Melachim 3:6)
the emotions harbored in the “Lev”.

He understands the wa'l is not just the brave Yehuda confronting the
perilous monarch but as a coupling together of Yehuda and Yosef to
join together into one powerful dominant nation. More of a merger
than a conflict. Integrating Yehuda’s publically displayed heart and
emotion together with Yosef’s clearheaded thought, uninfluenced by
the emotions of the . Rav Schorr points out that both attributes
connect to Malchus because the mind and the heart rule over the qia. He
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quotes a Tanya (Shaar Hayichud Vhemunah) who Darshans the Pasuk
(Devarim 4:36) nI'n nyT', what you know/nyT must be taken and
brought down into 1227 78 nawni- EXPERIENCED EMOTIONALLY.
It is here, again we encounter a 0117 |nN'0 NIAX nwyn of Xa7 TNYY,
the great day when all of Klal Yisroel will become unified and one.
The Haftorah of Vayigash is Yechezkiel (37:15) describing a Nevuah
where Hashem tells him to take two wooden tablets, one inscribed
with the name Yehuda and the other inscribed with the name Yosef.
He is told to bring them close to himself and 72 D*TNX? I'nI, and
they shall become ONE in your hand. It is followed by the Nevuah that
Klal Yisroel will be unified under ONE KING, no longer treating each
other as two nations. The Nevuah that we've Davened for thousands of
years, the utopian world of peace and “Shleimus” 7w my NX Nann
DI7wa. The Novi continues that *1Tay 7T will rule, united under one
shepherd in Eretz Yisroel etc. That Nevuah, BMehairah B’Yameinu was
shaped by the confrontation and the ultimate reconciliation of all the
Shevatim together in Vayigash. It all began with Yaakov sending Yehuda
to Mitzrayim as said (46:28) niwa 1197 NNINY, to begin to pave the
road for the ultimate Geulah which is Tann in the word nawa whose
numerical value (358) equals n'wn. (Baer Moshe quoting 1oww! 121.)

All of this is perhaps a way to understand a different Gemara in
Pesachim (119b) that says Hashem will make a Seudah for Tzadikim in
which He will offer Avraham to Bentch-he'll refuse, saying that he had
Yishmael. Yitzchak will likewise refuse saying that he had Eisav. Yaakov
will also refuse using the excuse that I married two sisters which the
Torah forbids. Mefarshim wonder at that excuse as it was before the
Torah was given. And even according to the view that Yaakov kept the
rest of the Torah, the issue of marrying two sisters wasn't relevant as so
many Mefarshim explain-note Ramban, Nefesh HaChaim etc. that it
was “Muttar” for Yaakov to marry them as he did. The Maharal (Netzach
Yisroel 33) explains the purpose of this non-Gashmius “Seudah” is to
reward the Tzadikim that suffered through the various “Galious” that
we have been through. It is a Seudah of X2a7 T'ny%7, where we are
done, finished with our misconduct, ready to embrace “Shleimus”.
Teaches the Maharal, Yaakov did not mean the Aveirah of marrying
sisters-he meant that marrying two sisters was the groundwork for the
inevitable competition that would ensue, ending with Klal Yisroel being
fractured into two separate people. So Yaakov felt that it was that error
in judgement-not the Aveirah-that disqualifies him from Bentching at
the celebration of that calamity coming to an end. Dovid, continues the
Gemara, was deserving of the honor to Bentch as he symbolizes Melech
HaMoshiach, the ultimate Shleimus.

May we all be Zocheh to hear Dovid Bentching and the Geulah
Shleimah BBA.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the
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And G-d has sent me — D'77x "IN

The Gemara (Taanis 18b) relates about those killed in Beitar: ‘When
Turyanus sought to kill Lulianus and Pappus, his brother, in Ludkia, he
said to them: “If you are from the nation of Chananyah, Mishael and
Azaryah, let your G-d come and save you from my hand, as He saved
Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah from the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.”
They replied to him: “Canayah, Mishael and Azaryah were perfectly
righteous, who were deserving that a miracle be wrought on their
behalf, and Nebuchadnezzar was a proper king, who was deserving that
a miracle be wrought through him. But that evil one [you, Turyanus] is
a commoner, who is not deserving that a miracle be wrought through
him, and we are liable to destruction for sinning to the Omnipresent.
And if you do not kill us, the Omnipresent has many executioners, and
the Omnipresent has many bears and lions in His world who could
attack us and kill us. But HaKadosh Baruch Hu did not place us into your
hand except in order to eventually avenge our blood from your hand!”
Nevertheless, he killed them immediately. The sages said that no one
moved from there before a pair of officers came from Rome and split
open his head with clubs.’
We can learn many things from our parsha, however, one of the
important lessons in our parsha is the plain and complete trust in the
hashgacha of the Creator. Hashgacha pratis for every one of the
creations, especially for every Jewish person. This is what Yosef
HaTzaddik said to his brothers (45:5): '> Dd>'2'va In' 781 1AXYN 79X’
'Dd19Y7 D'P7X "IN7W NN D Nan 'MIK DNYON — ‘Be not distressed, do
not reproach yourselves for having sold me here, for it was as a
supporter of life that G-d sent me ahead of you.” And also (45:8): X7
YIX 722 7wl ...nY197 AX7 'm'wr DR D NN 'MIK DNNY7Y DNX
'DMxn - ‘It was not you who sent me here, but G-d; He has set me as a
father to Pharaoh... and as a ruler in the entire land of Egypt.’
If we try to delve deep into the words of Yosef HaTzaddik, what he is
saying to his brothers is that no one could have planned this, ‘that | go
down to Egypt as a slave, and end up being king of all of Egypt, so that
when the day came | could support you and the entire house of my
father. Only HaKadosh Baruch Hu could plan this. Therefore, be not
distressed, because you did not send me! There is no way in the world
that you could have done this!’
Yosef HaTzaddik told this to his brothers, and we must say these words
to ourselves. ‘This whole long journey, that | was born, and | ended up
where | ended up, must be G-d’s unique plan with a unique purpose
and we call it: Hashgacha pratis — Individual Divine Providence!

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayigash
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‘Honoring father from the father’ — "axn 7wn ax man'
| was having an interesting conversation with a good friend
who asked me if he is obligated to visit his parents on
Chanukah with his large family. The reality was, it is expensive,
and he had no money. | told him that he must fulfill the
mitzvah of honoring one’s parents!!! However, he is learned,
and he quoted me the Gemara (Kiddushin 32a) that if the
father wants the son to honor him and it costs the son 122
shekel, then the father must pay it.
Since the father is not paying, he is exempt from the mitzvah.
| remembered a story from Rebbe Chaim Brisker. A man came
to him whose father lives in another city, and he asked his son
to come visit him. The son did not have the money for the trip
and his father also could not help him, but the father pleaded
with the son. Rebbe Chaim ruled that he is obligated to visit his
father as part of honoring one’s father. But the man
immediately retorted with the argument of ‘honoring the
father from the father’!!!
Rebbe Chaim told him, “Then walk!!!”
He replied, “Walk, that will take two days!?”
Rebbe Chaim said, “Whatever it takes. You are obligated with
the mitzvah and walking will not cost you money.”
My friend heard the psak and he resolved to do the mitzvah
despite the cost. That evening | received an excited call from
my good friend, and this is what he told me:
On the way to the bus station, his wife asked him to stop and
buy a few things that they needed in the house. He gathered
the items that she asked for and he went to pay. “As | was
standing in line waiting to pay, someone shouted out in a loud
voice, ‘I will pay for all items from those shoppers on line at the
counter in honor of Chanukah!!!” My items were there and two
other customers.
| estimated that my purchases totaled about 70 shekel. He
turned just to me and placed a 50-shekel note in my hand and
said: ‘You get additional Chanukah money!!!’
| was very excited that Hashem sent me the full amount on the
way to the bus station for the trip to honor my parents.”
He thanked me for the good advice and then | told him the
halacha of honoring a father from the father: Whoever is
involved in honoring his father, this comes out of the account
of the Merciful Father, that is, Father in Heaven Who pays for
it.
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The will of those who fear Him He will do
(Tehillim 145:19)
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For how can | go up to my father if the youth is not with me?
(44:34)

Nothing stands before the will — jI¥x2n 192 TnIvn 12T 'K
In the beginning of our parsha (44:18) 'nTin' ''" wan' — ‘Then
Yehuda approached him’, Rashi explains ‘From here you learn that
Yehuda spoke to Yosef harshly. “If you will antagonize me, | will kill
you and your master”.” Seemingly, why did Yehuda approach him
ready to do battle? Yosef HaTzaddik’s claim was justified since the
goblet was found with Binyamin and he should remain as his slave.
The other brothers, who were innocent should go back in peace to
their father. Not only this, but the verdict of Yosef was more
lenient than what they themselves proclaimed (44:9) xyn' WWNX'
'D'TAY? 1TR7 NN 1INIXR DI NNl )'Tayn INK — ‘The one among
your servants with whom it is found shall die, and we also will
become slaves to my lord’. Yosef HaTzaddik showed them mercy
and went above the letter of the law with leniency and
benevolence (44:17) Ta> "7 N'A' KIN 1T YIAN XXM WX UIRD'
'D>'ax 7x DI7WY? 17V DNXI — ‘The man in whose possession the
goblet was found, he shall be my slave, and as for you, go up in
peace to your father.’

The brothers — the Holy Shevatim — suggested to punish the thief
with nothing less than death, and to give themselves over as
slaves. Yosef HaTzaddik released them and exempted them from
servitude. He even showed mercy to the thief by saving him from
death and just remaining as a slave. Nonetheless, Yehuda fought
with him and thought to break and destroy the entire land of
Egypt, to the point that this forced the time for Yosef to reveal
himself to his brothers. True, the Torah testifies that Binyamin was
free of sin and blameless, but the decree was to hide the goblet in
the sack of the youngest and in the eyes of a flesh and blood
person he should be judged as a thief and there is nothing to
complain about.

So, what made Yosef give in to his brothers to the point of (45:1)
'7ORNNYT 75' X71' — ‘He could not endure’ and he had to reveal to
them that he was their brother Yosef? Obviously, there must be
some point and basis in Yehuda’s words that caused Yosef
HaTzaddik to concede to Yehuda’s words although his argument
was tenuous. But the opposite happened and the thief who should
have been punished to the full extent of the law and should not be
replaced, was suddenly offered a replacement by the suggestion
of Yehuda (45:33) wvani 17TX? Tay 2Wan NNN T2V X 2w ANyl
I'nk DY 7' — ‘Now, please let your servant remain in place of the
youth as a servant to my lord, and let the youth go up with his
brothers’.

For how can | go up to my father? —'ax 78 2'7Ux 'R
At face value, we cannot understand what is occurring here, but
by going deeper we clearly see that Yehuda’s argument and the
crying out from the depths of his heart (44:34) "ax 78 n7YX 'R D'
"TX 122'R Wl — ‘For how can | go up to my father if the youth is
not with me?’ With this, Yehuda revealed that they were left with
no other options if he did not return Binyamin to them. These are
strong words. They demonstrated to Yosef the great desire and
will of the brothers to accept upon themselves the return of their
little brother, that without him their lives are not worth living.
Also, Yosef HaTzaddik himself, was also a son of their father
Yaakov as well, and this argument made it incumbent on him to
not cause this to his father. This changed his original thought and
his plan, and it caused him to return Binyamin to them and reveal
himself to his brothers.

il
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When a person stands firm in what he believes in and he
demonstrates that he will not take no for an answer until he gets
what he wants, he is guaranteed that he will get what he is asking
for. It is brought down in the Gemara (Moed Kattan 16b) ‘Who rules
over me? A Tzaddik — a righteous person, for | decree a harsh
punishment on a person, and he cancels it with his prayers.” Really?!
How does a Tzaddik have the power to cancel and change the words
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu when all His words are true and righteous
and not one of His words are turned back is turned back to its origin
unfulfilled. Rather, when a Tzaddik shows how much the matter
causes him pain and distress and he literally cannot go on, through
this HaKadosh Baruch Hu cancels His original words. We find this with
Queen Esther that after all the edicts decreed by Achashveirosh
through Haman, that with unique faith she was able to change the
heart of the king from bad to good for the Jews because of the good
things that she said about them. However, Esther was only
successful, and she caused the cancelling of the decree only because
she told the king at her party of wine (Esther 8:6) 721X nJ>J>'X ™'
"MT7IN [TAX2 MR 7R NDI'NI ...NYI2 MR — ‘For how can | bear
to witness the disaster.. and how can | bear to witness the
destruction of my relatives’, it was only because she announced ‘How
can I and the decree was cancelled.
One who comes to purify-is given an opening — 17 |'nN19-1n0V'™7 Xan
This is a moral lesson for everyone, if a person truly wants to go in
the way of Hashem, to learn Torah diligently, and to keep the mitzvos
wholeheartedly, then Heaven will help him and open all the gates for
him as it states (Shabbos 104a) ‘one who comes to purify himself,
they help him’ and Chazal have similarly expounded (Makkos 10b)
‘the way that a person wants to go on, they lead him’. The matter is
dependent on the heart of the person. If a person wants something
so badly that if he does not get it, he cannot go on, and he has tried
to the best of his ability and his life depends on it, then Heaven will
help him get it.

Rebuke in a soft language — nd>1 jIw'72 andin
We learn this as well from when Yehuda approached Yosef to go to
war. He said (44:18): 79X In' 7X1 TR T2 12T )T X1 "aT
'YT2va - ‘May your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears and may
your anger not flare up at your servant’, and Rashi explains, ‘From
here you learn that Yehuda spoke to Yosef harshly.” On the surface,
we do not find any harsh words, just the opposite, he spoke properly
with respect as one speaking before a king. He was trying to win him
over and get Binyamin back, how did he speak harshly?
Really, he was speaking from the heart, to inspire us that the way to
convince someone is by speaking with soft, pleasant words. It is only
in this way one is assured that he will be listened to, however, if one
speaks harshly, it is doubtful if he will be listened to. The same
applies when a father reproaches his children. If he rebukes with
love, then his rebuke will be accepted more than if he speaks harshly.
This is expressly stated in the Gemara on the Mishna in Shabbos
(2:7): ‘A man must say three things in his home on the eve of
Shabbos just before dark: “Have you tithed? Have you prepared the
eruv? Kindle the light!” The Gemara (Gittin 6b) states that this must
be said calmly so they will accept it. For them to accept his words, he
must ask calmly, and this will cause them to do as he asked.
This was Yehuda’s intent ‘when he spoke harshly’, he argued calmly
using soft words, but his intent was to be harsh as it states (Mishlei
25:15) 'D1a "awn nd 1YWY’ — ‘A soft tongue breaks strong anger’. It
worked to break the barrier between them and Yosef, so he revealed
himself to them announcing 'qoI' axX' — ‘I am Yosef’, and everything
worked out for the best.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayigash 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Yaakov Avinu Sent Yehudah to Yosef in Goshen to Unite
the Kedushah of Yosef with the Kedushah of Sarah Imeinu

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayigash, it behooves us
to examine the preparations made by Yaakov Avinu before
descending to Mitzrayim with his household of seventy
(Bereishis 46, 28): Yy ny qor YR Py nbw a1 nRy
"mwia—he sent Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef, to prepare
ahead of him in Goshen.
Onkelos renders it, to clear a place for him, and to
instruct how he will settle in it. “Ahead of him”: Before he
would arrive there. And a Midrash Aggadah explains: To
establish a house of study from which instruction would
be forthcoming.

Rashi comments: As Targum

We will endeavor to explain the rationale for the three
components Yaakov Avinu chose to prepare for the galus in
Mitzrayim: Yehudah, Yosef and Goshen. According to the
Midrash Tanchuma (Vayigash 9), he specifically chose Yehudah
from among all the other shevatim in order to appease him.
For, throughout the years of Yosef’s absence, Yaakov suspected
Yehudah of having killed Yosef:
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Yaakov Avinu believed that Yehudah had killed Yosef.
When they brought Yosef’s colorful tunic to him, he exclaimed
(Bereishis 37, 33): “An evil beast devoured him.” The “evil
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beast” is a reference to Yehudah, as it says of him (ibid. 49, 9):
“Yehudah is a lion cub.” Yaakov would say to Yehudah, “It is
you that devoured him.” Throughout those years that Yosef
was separated from his father, Yaakov believed in his heart
that Yehudah had killed him. This is evident from a statement
related to Binyamin. This is what Yehudah said to Yosef (ibid.
44, 32): “Because your servant took responsibility for the
youth.” Since Yehudah was willing to sacrifice his life for the
sake of Binyamin and Yosef’s well-being became known, it was
evident that he was innocent of all the suspicions. That is the
implication of the passuk (Yeshayah 11, 13): “The jealousy
of Ephraim was removed.” Therefore, Yaakov opted to send
Yehudah down to Mitzrayim ahead of him.

Next, we will consider why Yaakov opted to send Yehudah
specifically to Goshen. In truth, itwas an obvious choice, because
Yosef had designated Goshen as the place where his father and
brothers would dwell. We know this from the message Yosef
sent to Yaakov (Bereishis 45, 10): "X 319 not qwia yaRa naw»”
7 WK 951 77paT TR 23 7131 a1 tnk—you will reside in the
land of Goshen, and you will be near to me—you, and your
sons, and your grandchildren, and your flock, and your
cattle, and all that is yours. So, why, in fact, did Yosef choose

to settle his family specifically in Goshen?

Additionally, we will focus on a surprising passage in the
Midrash Tanchuma (ibid. 6):
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Regarding the words: “He sent Yehudah ahead of
him”—the Midrash inquires as to the proper time to light the
Havdalah candle at the conclusion of the Shabbas; it concludes
that we do not recite the blessing until we are able to benefit
from the torch’s light. The commentaries are baffled by this
Midrash. What possible connection can there be between
reciting the berachah over the candle on Motzaei Shabbas and
this mission that Yaakov sent Yehudah on—to join forces with
Yosef and prepare a place for them to dwell in Goshen?

Yosef HaTzaddik Chose Goshen because Sarah
Imeinu Had Received It as a Gift from Pharaoh

We will begin to shed some light on the matter by
introducing what the Tosafists write in Da’as Zekeinim on this
week’s parsha concerning passuk (46, 29). Yaakov has arrived
in Mitzrayim, and Yosef goes out to greet his father: “He went
up to greet Yisrael.” This signifies that he was elevated
by going out to greet and honor his father. An alternative
explanation for the passuk stating that “he went up” is
that the land of Goshen is at a higher elevation than the
land of Mitzrayim, because it is located on the border of
Eretz Yisrael . .. Since Yehudah went to Yosef on behalf of
his father to prepare Goshen for him, he was rewarded
and it became part of his portion (territory). Furthermore,
Pharaoh gave Goshen to Sarah Imeinu; therefore, Yisrael
chose it, it became theirs and the Egyptians did not
contest their claim to it.

We will elaborate further on their comments by referring
to a passuk in Yehoshua (11, 16): yaxn 95 nx ywi npa”
"7wian YR S5 NNt aam 55 nx ann nkrm—and Yehoshua took
this entire land—the mountain, the entire Negev and
the entire land of Goshen. According to the Radak’s first
explanation, this is not the Goshen of Mitzrayim. However,
in another explanation, citing the Midrash (which is not
available to us), he states that it is the Goshen of Mitzrayim,
and it was engulfed by the cities of Yisrael, as indicated by
the passuk: “He went up to greet his father, to Goshen.” It
was on the way up to Eretz Yisrael. As areward for going on
his father’s mission to prepare ahead of him, Yehudah was
bequeathed the land of Goshen, which was good.

Apparently, the Tosafists followed the opinion of the
Midrash. The Goshen mentioned in sefer Yehoshua as one

Shvilei Pinches

of the borders of Eretz Yisrael is the same Goshen located in
Mitzrayim. Subsequently, however, it was annexed to Eretz
Yisrael, as we will explain. When the territory of Shevet
Yehudah is delineated in sefer Yehoshua (15, 51), Goshen is
included as part of their heritage.

In their comments, the Tosafists explain why the
Egyptians allowed the land of Goshen to be annexed and
to become an inseparable part of Eretz Yisrael: Because
Pharaoh gave Goshen to Sarah Imeinu. This is explained
further in the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (26): Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Korcha says: Due to his love for her, Pharaoh wrote
all of his wealth to her in a kesubah contract—including
his gold, silver, slaves and lands. He gave her the land of
Goshen as her property. Therefore, Yisrael settled in the
land of Goshen, because it belonged to Sarah Imeinu . .
. Pharaoh awoke in the morning; he was dismayed and
confounded that he had not drawn near to Sarah. He
called for Avraham and said to him, “Here is your wife
and all of the documents of her gifts with her. Go and do
not stay in this country, as it says (Bereishis 12, 19): “Here
is your wife; take her and go!”

Accordingly, the Tosafists explain that this is why the
Egyptians agreed to allow Yisrael to annex the land of Goshen
to Eretz Yisrael without a dispute. As explained, Pharaoh, the
ruler of Mitzrayim had already given it to Sarah in her kesubah.
Then, even after HKB”H inflicted plagues on Pharaoh and he
failed to have relations with Sarah, he sent Avraham and Sarah
away along with all of the gifts and property he had given her.
Thus, the land of Goshen remained a heritage to Yisrael from
Sarah Imeinu.

The Chasam Sofer Supports the Viewpoint
that Goshen Is Part of Eretz Yisrael

We find fascinating information related to this subject in the
Derashos of the Chasam Sofer. He addresses the passuk (ibid.
47, 28): paw 1om 2w 2pye MY N1 MW 1wy Yaw D8R NS 3pY e
"maw nR@1 EvYaaRt oaw—Yaakov lived in the land of Mitzrayim
seventeen years; and the days of Yaakov, the years of his
life, were one hundred and forty-seven years.

In his commentary on the Torah, the Riva writes: “The days
of Yaakov were (™1v).” Rabeinu Tam of Orleans says that
this is why "m°r is not written, as it is with Avraham and
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Yitzchak. Because Yaakov did not live a good life except
for the equivalent of " (31); namely, the 14 years he
studied Torah in the House of Eiver and the 17 years he
was with his son, Yosef, in Mitzrayim.

The Chasam Sofer finds this difficult to comprehend.
How can the Riva compare his life and years in the House of
Eiver, in the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael, with his life and years
in Mitzrayim, the most immoral and impure of lands? This
leads the Chasam Sofer to conclude: 1answ b 17192 187 185101
TR T 013 NYMAS YW 1803 SINOW 1WA 1NN 12777 1w T N1ReIn
"bxawr yaxn From here, we have clear-cut proof of what
the Tosafists wrote—that that Goshen is the same Goshen
that is mentioned in sefer Yehoshua among the heritage
of the children of Yehudah; it was part of Eretz Yisrael.

Additionally, the Chasam Sofer applies this conclusion to
interpret HKB”H’s statement to Yaakov Avinu (ibid. 46, 4):
"oy Ba TYYR DI mavaxn Tay 1R oaR’—I will descend with
you to Mitzrayim, and I will also surely bring you up.
Here, HKB”"H mentions two ascents ("f7y8” and "mby’). The
first ascent refers to the ascent to Goshen, which possessed
the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael.
the ascent after his passing away to be buried in the Me’aras

The second ascent refers to
HaMachpeilah, which possesses a unique kedushah.

Goshen Was Sanctified with the Kedushah
of Eretz Yisrael in the Merit of the Torah
Studied There by Yaakov and His Children

It gives me great pleasure to present to our royal audience
the illuminating words of our holy Rabbis of Belz, zy”a. We
will begin with the words of the holy master, Rabbi Yischar
Dov of Belz, zy”a. He presents a clear-cut proof for what the
Radak presented in the name of the Midrash—that Goshen
was on the border between Mitzrayim and Eretz Yisrael and
was elevated to be a part of Eretz Yisrael. He refers to the
passuk at the end of this week’s parsha (ibid. 47, 27): aw»
TTNR 12701 178 713 MENYT 1WA YRS oxn pana YRaws—Yisrael
settled in the land of Mitzrayim, in the land of Goshen;
they established holdings in it, and they were fruitful and
multiplied greatly.

The Zohar hakadosh explains (Vayigash 211b): ma 1oy
"RIRPINT T35 MRAR 11D RT3 nRe 7paby nionk—they held it
as an everlasting inheritance; “they established holdings
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in it,” because it was meant for them, as they explained.
This is somewhat problematic. How can the Zohar state that
“they held it as an everlasting inheritance”? After all,
Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim and did not remain in Goshen.
Apparently, the Zohar concurs with the Midrash cited by the
Radak—that Goshen became a part of Eretz Yisrael and was
elevated in the merit of the Torah studied there.

This then is the way to understand the Zohar hakadosh.
The passuk says: “Yisrael settled in the land of Mitzrayim,
in the land of Goshen; they established holdings in it.”
According to the Zohar, this teaches us that Yisrael established
an everlasting inheritance and holding in Goshen, because it
was annexed as a permanent part of Eretz Yisrael. Then the
Zohar adds: “They established holdings in it,” because it
was meant for them; "mmpxT m>"—since Yaakov and his
children established the land’s kedushah by studying Torah
and serving Hashem there.

In this manner, he explains the following comment in the
Targum YoNasan on this passuk:yaxa m»gn yaxa bxawr awsr
"n3 1R~ jwa—Yisrael settled in the land of Mitzrayim and
built for themselves batei-midrash—study halls. Where
do we find an allusion in this passuk to the building of batei-
midrash? He deduced this from the words: "ita 1tx»1". As per
the Zohar hakadosh, these words indicate that they established
an everlasting heritage in Goshen, making it a permanent part
of Eretz Yisrael. The Targum YoNasan explains how Goshen
attained the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael; it was due to the fact
that they built batei-midrash there to study Torah.

His son, the holy master, Rabbi Aharon of Belz, zy”a,
explained in his own inimitable way the significance of Rashi’s
two comments related to the passuk: & a5 mbw 1m0 nRy
"mawa 1aay miny gor—he sent Yehudah ahead of him to
Yosef, to prepare ahead of him in Goshen. Comment #1:
“To prepare ahead of him”—as Targum Onkelos renders
it, to clear a place for him, and to instruct how he will
settle in it. Comment #2: “Ahead of him”"—and a Midrash
Aggadah explains: To establish a house of study from
which instruction would be forthcoming.

We can suggest that both comments serve the same
purpose. According to the first comment, Yaakov sent Yehudah
ahead of him to rid the land of the tumah of Mitzrayim and
to extend the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael to the land, enabling
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them to settle there forevermore. This is the implication of
the second comment citing the Midrash Aggadah, as well. For,
by establishing a house of study from which instruction
would be forthcoming in Goshen, it would be imbued with
the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael.

Goshen Was Sanctified with the Kedushah
of Eretz Yisrael in the Merit of Sarah Imeinu

Following this line of reasoning, we will endeavor to explain
Yaakov Avinu’s profound intent for sending Yehudah to join
Yosef in preparing the land of Goshen for him and his family.
Let us refer to the commentary of the Alshich hakadosh on
our parsha. He explains why Yosef chose the land of Goshen
for his father, Yaakov, and his brothers, the shevatim, to dwell
in. As we know, tumah and immorality prevailed in the land
of Mitzrayim due to its ministering angel. This was not true
of the land of Goshen, which had been given to Sarah Imeinu,
who was pure and righteous. Due to her kedushah, the tumah
of Mitzrayim no longer prevailed in Goshen.

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, [ would like
to add a delightful tidbit to his sacred insight. Chazal teach
us the following in the Midrash (V.R. 32, 5): m1m 1nR mw”
D8RY 170 U1 N1 DWW U5 1A, MNP 1 gy 1T paxn’
M RTS,RIN T3 ROM 937 MK INI0TS YR 1171, 1 mey 1
S By HRAwe oxaw meya my 11 Sarah Imeinu went down
to Mitzrayim and safeguarded herself against immoral
behavior; all of the women were safeguarded in her merit.
Yosef went down to Mitzrayim and safeguarded himself
against immorality; in his merit, Yisrael were afforded
protection (from immorality). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said:
On account of this alone (safeguarding themselves against
immorality), Yisrael deserved to be redeemed.

We learn from here that since Sarah Imeinu was taken to
Pharaoh and maintained her kedushah, she paved the way
for all the women of Yisrael to maintain their kedushah in
Mitzrayim. In similar fashion, by maintaining his kedushah
despite the difficult ordeal he was subjected to with his
master’s wife, Yosef HaTzaddik paved the way for all of the
men to maintain their kedushah in Mitzrayim. In the merit
of refraining from immoral behavior, they deserved to exit
galus Mitzrayim.

Shvilei Pinclhes

The Word w™ Is an Acronym for n7'w qo1”»

Based on this introduction, we can explain an allusion in a
passuk in parshas Mikeitz (Bereishis 42, 1):72w w» ¥5 apy» X221
D8RS 73w 7 7D PR AT MR INANN Y 1912 3PP MnR oaena
S K1 awn ub mawt e 111 Yaakov saw that there
was grain in Mitzrayim; so Yaakov said to his sons, “Why
do you make yourselves conspicuous?” Apparently, Yaakov
and his sons feared going down to Mitzrayim, because it was
the hotbed of immorality. They were concerned that Yisrael
might mingle with the Egyptians and be corrupted by their
ways. Yet, when Yaakov perceived via his “ruach hakodesh”
that Sarah Imeinu and Yosef HaTzaddik had shattered
(Translator’s note: a play on the word maw’) the klipah of
Mitzrayim with their kedushah, paving the way for all of
Yisrael to preserve their kedushah, he instructed his sons to
go down to Mitzrayim. For, he was no longer concerned that
they would fail there in matters of kedushah.

Thus, we can interpret the passuk as follows: w222 apyp» R
"mxna naw—Yaakov foresaw the protective influences of w”
—Yosef and Sarah—in Mitzrayim. They shattered—maw”
--the tumah of Mitzrayim by maintaining their exemplary
levels of kedushah and paved the way for all of Yisrael to
follow in their footsteps. Hence, Yosef says to his sons: %"
mxann. The Targum YoNasan interprets this statement as
follows: "mmeny nimmb Pot IR 17 XRY"—why are you afraid
of going down to Mitzrayim?!

To allay their fears of not being able to uphold their
standards of kedushah, he reassured them (ibid. 2): “I have
heard that there are—"v>-- provisions in Mitzrayim. He
informed them that Yosef and Sarah had already shattered
the tumah and immorality of Mitzrayim. That being the
case: "maw 1171"—you will be able to survive the galus in
Mitzrayim for 111 (210) years; "awn 1% 1m3wr—you will be
able to shatter the tumah there by safeguarding yourselves
against immorality; "nma X¥1 mm"—as a consequence, you
will be viewed as being among the living and not the dead, in
keeping with Chazal’s dictum (Berachos 18b): 1 na moyw=”
"monn p»1p—reshaim are considered dead even during
their lifetimes. Conversely, tzaddikim are still considered
living even in death.
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We can now better appreciate the words of the Alshich
hakadosh—that Yosef chose to have Yaakov and his brothers
settle in the land of Goshen, because it was sanctified by
Sarah Imeinu (who received it as a gift from Pharaoh). Let us
explain. When she was taken to Pharaoh, she maintained her
kedushah, thereby paving the way for all the women of Yisrael
to sanctify themselves in Mitzrayim. Furthermore, when she
received Goshen as a present from Pharaoh—the root of the
tumah—he, himself, removed all of the Egyptian forces of
tumah from the land. That left Sarah in control of Goshen,
allowing her to imbue it with her kedushah.

This enlightens us to some small degree as to Yaakov
Avinu’s intent. In preparation for his descent to Mitzrayim
with the seventy members of his household: “He sent
Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef to prepare the land of
Goshen. Firstly, he sent him to Yosef HaTzaddik, who had
maintained his kedushah throughout the difficult ordeal with
his master’s wife; thus, he paved the way for all of Yisrael to
maintain their kedushah in Mitzrayim. Secondly, he sent him
to the land of Goshen. As explained, the tumah of Mitzrayim
had been removed from there and had been replaced with
an intense kedushah, in the merit of Sarah Imeinu. Due to
this magnificent combination of Sarah and Yosef, paving the
way for all of Yisrael, Yaakov and the seventy members of
his household—men, women and children—were able to go
down to Mitzrayim, knowing full-well that they would be able
to maintain their kedushah there.

The Fascinating Connection
between Yehudah’s Mission and
Blessing the Fire on Motzaei Shabbas

Proceeding along this majestic path, we will now return
to the passage in the Midrash. It associated the sending of
Yehudah to Yosef with reciting a berachah over a candle on
Motzaei Shabbas. In Pri Tzaddik (Terumah 13), the great Rabbi
Tzaddok HaKohen, zy”a, teaches us an important principle
pertaining to Havdalah. Although we are distinguishing
between the kedushah of Shabbas and the six weekdays;
nevertheless, the purpose of Havdalah is actually to extend
the kedushah of Shabbas to the upcoming six weekdays. We
articulate this fact in our prayers at the conclusion of the
Shabbas (in the berachah of “Chonein HaDa’as”): 11391 17ax»

Shvilei Pincles

1Y 951 P RVN Yo D*7MWN 1YWY 11NXIPY 08N 0RvR vy Ynn
«nRa oparmi—our Father, our King, begin for us the days
approaching for peace, free from all sin, cleansed from all
iniquity, and attached to reverence of You.

Elsewhere (Pri Tzaddik, Bereishis 15), he brings support
for this idea from the fact that we customarily recite six
pesukim mentioning “yeshuah”—salvation—prior to reciting
the berachah over the cup of wine used for Havdalah. Here
are those pesukim: mamnr 1y 5 1A K91 nwas “nywy YN
YIRS Y IR YRR IWWS 0O DnaRwt sy v o
MY DI LLAINTP B3 12y Tonan Yyt .G nons Ty by
/RPN ' awar Rex Behold!
trust and not fear. For G-d is my strength and my song,
Hashem; He has become my salvation. With joy you will
draw water from the springs of salvation. Salvation is
Hashem'’s, upon Your people is Your blessing, Selah . ..
Hashem save! May the King answer us on the day we call

G-d is my salvation; I shall

... will raise the cup of salvations, and I shall invoke the
name of Hashem. These six mentions of salvation allude to
the influence of Shabbas—the extension of its kedushah—on
the six weekdays.

This explains very nicely why Chazal (Pesachim 113a)
enumerate among those who will inherit Olam HaBa: »»tamn:
"mnaw *R¥ms 1 Yy—one who recites Havdalah over wine
on Motzaei Shabbasos. The Gemara explains the rationale
for this designation: "snb=axy Nwirspn "vwnRT KM ORR'—
because he leaves over wine from Kiddush for Havdalah. Let
us elaborate. We know that Shabbas is a semblance of Olam
HaBa. As the Gemara teaches us (Berachos 57b): =& naw”
"xart o71yy mwwn—Shabbas is one sixtieth of Olam HaBa.
So, when one leaves over “from Kiddush for Havdalah,” it
means that he is retaining the kedushah of Shabbas even after
he has departed from the Shabbas. As a result, he is among
those who inherit Olam HaBa, because even during the week,
he retains a part of Olam HaBa by extending the kedushah of
Shabbas—a semblance of Olam HaBa.

A Tzaddik Leaves Behind an Impression of His
Kedushah Even after He Has Passed Away

Now, this illuminates for us the association between the
blessing over the candle on Motzaei Shabbas and the sending of
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Yehudah to Yosef in Goshen. As we have learned, this was part
of the preparation for galus Mitzrayim. Seemingly, one could
inquire: What was the point? So what if it was the property of
Sarah Imeinu, who sanctified herself in Mitzrayim? After all,

Sarah Imeinu had already passed away.

The answer, however, is quite clear! Such is the nature
of kedushah. Even after it has departed, it leaves behind a
significant impression. Let us refer to Rashi’s commentary
(Bereishis 28, 10): nxox»w =2an ,mamm 9991 paw I3 2pp? KL
T NI T NI P PUINNY JRTAW oW W Dipnn jna prN
“And Yaakov

departed from Be’er Sheva and went to Charan.” The

JTATT M " MaA RTIT MAR Dwn KXY TR RIT

Torah informs us that the departure of a tzaddik from
a place makes an impression. For, while the tzaddik
is in a city, he is its magnificence, he is its splendor, he
is its grandeur. When he has departed from there, its
magnificence has gone away, its splendor has gone away,
its grandeur has gone away. The Ahavas Shalom (ibid.)

\!f
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explains that although the tzaddik has left the place, and its
magnificence, splendor and grandeur have left with him;
nevertheless, the departure of a tzaddik from a place
leaves (behind) an impression. In other words, he leaves

an everlasting imprint on that place.

This explains the reference in the Midrash to the mitzvah
of Havdalah. We recite a berachah over the candle only after
we have benefitted from its light. This indicates that only
after we have been privileged to benefit from the kedushah of
the illumination of Shabbas, is it possible to depart from her
and extend her kedushah to the six weekdays. This illustrates
the nature of kedushah; even after it has departed, it leaves
behind a lasting impression; a part of its kedushah remains
with us. This explains beautifully why Yaakov Avinu sent
Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef to prepare the land of Goshen.
For, although Sarah Imeinu had departed and passed on to the
life of Olam HaBa, a profound impression of her incredible

kedushah remained in Goshen!
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Zisel Bas Rivkah, on her birthday

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he Rambam in the beginning of the fourth Perek of Dayos explains

I that there are really more than the 613 Mitzvohs. In addition to the

list that we are all familiar with, anything which will further our ability

to serve Hashem is defined as a Mitzvoh. In essence, everything
people do is either a Mitzvoh or an Aveiro.

The Akeida, in this Parsha, questions why Yakov mourned so much over
Yoseph. Instead, he should have concluded that it happened, it was Hashem’s
will,and then he should have allowed himself to have closure. (His answer is
not the topic of this article.) He then explains why people are required to
have closure and, in general, support their emotional health.

The Akeida writes: Ki, KKmo Sheho’atzlus Hu Chesoron Hamoneya Tivei
D’rishas Hashleimus, just as laziness is a lack of character and holds people
back from properly serving Hashem, Kein Ho’asvin Hu Moneya R’tzono
Mebakoshoso, so too, unhappiness (depression) holds people back from

properly serving Hashem. (While we accept that depression is a mental
illness and is not in people’s control there is still significant value to this
statement.)

The message is that emotional and mental health is not a person’s individual
choice. People are responsible to live their lives and take actions, such as
taking medicine, seeing professionals, and living a generally healthy lifestyle,
in order to serve Hashem better. Emotional health is so important that Reb
Moshe Feinstein writes in several places that protecting one’s emotional
health can be a reason to be excused from performing some Mitzvohs.

Contrary to how many people perceive the Torah, the Torah is often more
concerned for our emotional, physical and financial health than we are.
Following the Torah will always enhance the quality of our lives and we
should appreciate that in order to increase our performance of Mitzvohs
and love for Hashem.

Being Your Own Catalyst
any people are trying to grow, to become better people.
Most of them succeed. The differences between people are
found in the degrees of their growth and at what stage they
(subconsciously) choose to stop growing.

At some point, many people lose interest, get diverted, or feel
incapable of growing further than they already have. While “peaking”
is the norm, when this takes place prematurely the growth achieved
will not be sustainable. For the growth to become a part of them, they
will have to continue growing until they reach a
specific plateau. If not, the urge to slide back will
be too strong to resist. In essence, they have not

"A'm7 commitment

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

Davening, attending a class, showing up to work on time, and cleaning
the house. Many people refuse and may be unable to undertake both
an overall commitment and the burden to act on their own. Sadly, the
distance between the two is often the difference between long term
success and failure.

Why can’t people accept a commitment to be their own catalyst?

) Some people are used to other people doing everything
for them. Beginning with adolescence, they were
overly catered to at every step of their life. The
necessary safety net which should be placed slightly

really grown. There are many different plateaus in = ;575 £he fgmm [w‘msglf “out of sight” was clearly in view throughout their
people’s lives that are worthy of discussion. . . upbringing. Car services were always available

is not the Cﬂ’tnhfﬁ: 15 710F  \hen they woke up late. Their parents made the
There is one example which frustrates me terribly. sustainable.” call to get them their first job when they would not

That is because | cannot imagine how those who

have grown do not appreciate that their growth is

artificially supported without reaching the plateau. Therefore, it is not
sustainable and it does not define them.

| have a few friends who, after years of lacking any commitment to
Yiddishkeit, almost never miss a Minyon. There is one catch, however.
Someone has to call them up every morning. Otherwise, they just will
not wake up.Their commitment is not a true one since the burden to
fulfill their commitment is not theirs but rather someone else’s. Any
commitment where the person himself is not the catalyst is
not sustainable.

The need to be your own catalyst applies in regard to waking up for

do it on their own.They never had to lead in their
lives. They were considered successful when they
followed instructions. They believe that someone will always be there
to lead them and that leading is never going to be their responsibility.

As a part of my Choson Shmooze (It would serve women well to hear
a mirror version of this thought in their Kallah classes), | describe this
challenge to Chasanim. | explain to them that wives must respect their
husbands. She won’t respect him if she is the one who has to wake
him up even if he wakes up each time she reminds him. Certainly, she
won’t respect him if she has to tell him several times before he gets
up. His insistence that he never missed Davening won’t be enough to
garner her respect. She will be frustrated that his davening, or getting
to work, is, for some inexplicable reason, her problem.
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The reason a wife, as well as an employer, partner, and peer, would
become frustrated at having to monitor someone else is for the
following reason. Most wives are less focused on whether their
husband goes to Shachris or goes to work as much as they are
concerned whether he is a person who goes to Shachris or takes
work responsibly. Many wives have told me that they are bothered
less by the fact that they don’t have enough money to pay their bills
than they are by the fact that they don’t believe their husbands take
the responsibility seriously. If he isn’t his own catalyst then he
won’t be respected. This alone should motivate people to become
more proactive.

2) To be a catalyst people must have a passion and a vision,
seeing the task as a mission. That requires people to believe that
if they take the initiative they can change the world or; at least, their
own small part of the world. That requires an understanding of why
they are expected to do what they are doing.

If the interest in Davening is only because they want to be an active part
of a community, they have no mission and will always need someone
to remind them. | know many people that have no interest in their
work and show up only because they have to. Others will recognize if
a person lacks passion and they will be unable to completely respect
them for that reason alone.

As a side note, many parents worry that their children seem not to be
motivated to do anything. They are afraid that “nothing will become of

them”. In reality, the vast majority just have not found their passion,
but they will. Everyone knows someone who became focused after
years of doing nothing. They finally found their passion.

3) Some people’s nature is to follow. They aren’t leaders. They
find it difficult to take the first step, even for something as simple as
being the first one to say,“I'm sorry” to someone else. Nevertheless,
they will comfortably respond if the other person takes the initiative.
Until marriage, most people can succeed as followers. Eventually, when
their spouse and children rely on them, they must grow beyond this
seemingly harmless weakness.

Being a catalyst is not only required to help people become
accustomed to achieving growth for specific tasks. It is also important
to enable people to accept responsibilities. Some examples are: to
take something more seriously than you have in the past, to undertake
a project, or to make the effort to become friendly with someone who
can become a role model for you.

By definition, becoming a catalyst is saying to oneself that | will do (or
become) someone | am not. A catalyst, by definition, creates change
and people should not be insistent that they cannot change. Finding it
difficult to change does not make it less necessary for successful living
than for those to whom it comes naturally.

If you appreciated this week’s thoughts, please consider listening to similar
thoughts from Rabbi Shmuel Gluck on Torah Anytime.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

and eventually found them in Dosan. When they saw him coming

towards them, they plotted against him to kill him: "Inx 1721

IN'NN?". Rashi makes a mystifying denotation from these words: "inx
17X M1 NV iRX N7 -“(The word) inX is like iINX meaning iny - as if to say
17X (towards him).” Many commentators struggle to provide an explanation
to this terse statement of Rashi.

In relation to this Rashi, an unbelievable story is cited in numerous
sources, including “Shem HaGedolim” of the Chid’a, “Tzror Hamor” of R’
Yosef Sabo ZT”L, and “Aisan HaMizrachi” of R’ Avraham Rappaport ZT”L
of Lvov. To preface this story, it is noteworthy to mention a related story
involving the renowned Tzaddik and Mekubal, R’ Shimshon of Ostropol ZT”L
HY”D (was killed Al Kiddush Hashem by the Cossacks during the years of
1608-1609 - U”NI N”N). It is told that R’ Shimshon, who was totally familiar
with the secrets of Kabbalah,and authored two seforim on Kabbalah, decided
one day to compile a complete kabbalistic commentary on the Talmud, to
illuminate the secret and hidden meanings of this enormous body of Jewish
learning. With the assistance of a number of other mekubalim, they made
good use of their extensive knowledge of esoteric wisdom and completed
the complex work after considerable labor.

However, R’ Shimshon was a holy Tzaddik who strove for complete truth,
and he subjected the writings to the test of a dream, a DI7N N'7'kY, and
the answer he got to his question was that the work was too lengthy and
elaborate.

Together with his kabbalistic friends, he began the process of cutting and
editing until he was able to make it considerably shorter.Then, he posed the
question again, but the answer that came back was the same: it was still too
long.

Again and again, he cut the work down, but each time, the response was
that it was not sufficiently precise and clear.When R’ Shimshon had made the
manuscript as short and concise as he could, he discovered that what he had
written was the commentary of Rashi, the great Rabbeinu Shlomo Yitzchaki
ZT’L, the accepted commentary on the Talmud.

T he Torah relates in great detail how Yosef searched for his brothers

0'119 [N"0...N1aN NN

How did Rashi come to his great knowledge of the hidden and revealed
portions of the Torah and Talmud? The story that is quoted in the above-
mentioned sources is that a Kabbalist by the name of Nachman bar Shmuel
wished to learn the source of Rashi’s wisdom and prostrated himself in
prayer by the gravesite of Rashi for many days and nights.

Suddenly, he saw smoke rising from Rashi’s grave and a streak of fire burst
forth. He heard an otherworldly voice ring out:*“You are not like Rashi, for he
gave his entire life over to the words of Torah and he greatly increased Torah
amongst the Jewish people. Stop your tears and supplications, for the gates
of tears (NIYNT YY) have been shut before you.”

Nachman bar Shmuel did not give up.“How can it be,” he asked, “that |
have no recourse? Why are the gates locked?”

A vision was then shown to him but he did not recognize it nor understand
its meaning. With great trepidation and fear, he decided to throw caution to
the wind. “Please,” he shouted, with tears rolling down his cheeks, “if | am
deemed a Torah scholar in your eyes, allow me to learn the secrets of the
righteous, for Tzaddikim are considered alive even after their deaths.”

A second burst of flame arose from the grave, and the voice rang out,
“Now, hear it from the mouth of Rashi himself.”

“l am Shlomo ben Yitzchok,” began a soft, pleasant voice. “| fasted 613
consecutive fasts, aside for Shabbosos and Yomim Tovim, until | was able to
produce my commentary on the Written and Oral portions of the Torah.
The Heavenly Tribunal found favor with me, but the accusatory angel argued
with the Holy One Blessed be He, until the son of Amram (Moshe Rabbeinu)
came along and explained the words 'IMX 170101’ as follows: Praiseworthy is
Shlomo ben Yitzchok whose sole intention is for the sake of Heaven. 17210l
INX’ - He has already taken the portions of Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov,
'my INX’ - | already gave him my portion, '1"?X 1172’ - in other words, | gave
the Almighty’s portion to him.”

The voice of Rashi went on to say that if one understands this, he will
ascertain many of the secrets of life, in this world and in the next, including
the war of Gog and Magog, and the death of Moshiach ben Yosef. Who can
fathom the greatness of the holy Tzaddik, Rashi?
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Vayigash - Growth through the Conflict of Kings

David Gurwitz

Chanukah is nearly over, but the light of the neis Chanukah remains and continues.

In fact, the gematria of neis (110) Chanukah (89), with the seven letters and the kollel, is 207,
which we now know is the value of ohr and of ain sof.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ discusses the word neis at length in one of his drashos on
the month of Kislev. Be’ezras Hashem, in a future series, following last year’s focus on Rav
Hirsch’s commentaries on the parsha and this year’s focus on the juxtaposition of his
commentaries on the parsha with his commentaries on the parsha’s related kappitel of
Tehillim, perhaps we can study Rav Hirsch’s fascinating and inspiring views of the power of
each month for an entire year.

Neis, he says, describes a miracle that reveals Hashem’s Presence and indicates a raised,
clearly visible signpost, pointing to the place where the leader has established his post of
command, like a banner - another meaning of the word neis - where the army as a kl/al, as well
as each of its members, the prat, is expected to move. While the word osiyos, signs, also
refers to a specific idea or truth, nissim indicates reassurance that Hashem is watching and
that His will guides all movements. We are to look to these banners whenever there is
uncertainty about the future.

This idea of the klal and the prat, if you will, is seen in the parsha and in the Tehillim.

This week, we read about a struggle with incredible ramifications, between Yehudah and Yosef,
the forerunners of kings, and the future coming of Moshiach.

Tehillim kappitel 48, Shir Mizmor Livnei Korach, is the Tehillim associated with Parshas
Vayigash by the Rodelheim Siddur. Rav Hirsch discusses the only time the Torah calls a
historical event a neis, regarding Korach, where it says, "Vayihiyu leneis - And they - Korach
and his followers - became a sign.” They became an eternal warning. Perhaps that is one way
that they are connected - Korach.

Rav Hirsch describes this kappitel as the manner in which Hashem reveals His greatness to the
other nations through Klal Yisroel. He does so regarding the parsha as well.

In kappitel 48, posuk 5, it states, “Ki hinei, hamelachim no’adu avru yachdov - For behold, the
kings had assembled and they also came away together.” Dovid Hamelech is showing the
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heights of Yerushalayim and Har Tzion as a guide for both private and communal life. Again,
we see this concept of the klal and the prat.

In the parsha, Rav Hirsch shows how even the Mitzriyim were happy that Yosef was reunited
with his family. What an example of fine character Yosef must have been for even the lowly
Mitzriyim to see the greatness of the Jew.

Rav Ezriel Tauber writes about the difference between Yosef and Yehudah in his sefer, “As In
Heaven, So On Earth.” He says that Yosef represents the prat, the individual, while Yehudah
represents the kl/al. Yehudah, the scion of Moshiach ben Dovid, reacts to the alleged theft of
the goblet by Binyomin such that all of the brothers should be treated as one entity. Yosef, the
tzaddik, survives in golus independent of the nation. Rav Tauber concludes that a Yosef-based
era allows for individuals to be lost, while a Yehudah era does not, and will prevail as we
approach Yemos HaMoshiach. Therefore, Moshiach ben Dovid and his redemption will be for all.

Rav Tauber also explains the fascinating difference between the names Yosef and Yehudah.
First, the name Yehudah ends in a Hey, representing malchus. The Hey is missing in
Yosef's name, as is the final malchus.

Second, while Yosef was king over Mitzrayim, overcame all tests, reorganized the government
and financed an empire, his name ends in sof, meaning end or limited. Yehudah’s name is
made

up of the letters of Hashem’s Name, along with the letter Daled, symbolizing humility and his
existence as an extension of Hashem.

Rav Hirsch discusses Moshiach as well, articulating many, many pesukim throughout Tanach
relating to literal plant and tree growth, and the specific posuk in Zechariah which states, “Ki
hineni meivi es avdei tzemach - For behold, I will bring forth my servant, the young sprout.” A
quiet, steady growth like a plant will be the plant of history, prepared before we can see it. He
calls the menorah a tree of light, which is what we read during Chanukah, carrying its own
source of shemen through the olive trees which ripen, wherever it may go in golus, and
indestructible and independent of its environment.

The letters on the four-sided dreidel are the first letters of the words neis gadol hayah shom.
The gematria of the four letters equals the numerical value of Moshiach. May the neis
Chanukah serve as the banner which always enlightens our eyes and hearts to see the
tzemach of all events as growing - just like we lit the increasing number of lights - towards
that goal.

Our recital of Es Tzemach Dovid in the Shemona Esray ends with the words matzmiach keren
yeshua — who causes the pride of salvation to grow. The first letters of this ending phrase are
Mem, Kuf, and Yud - spelling the word Kayom (to endure), which has a value equal to the total
number of Tehillim - 150. May we see and hear and internalize and help sprout the voice of
Dovid Melech Yisrael Chai, Chai, V’kayom - through the kiyam of the 150 Tehillim.
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Parashas Vayigash
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He cried in a loud voice. Egypt heard and Pharaoh’s household
heard. (45:2)

When Yosef wept, the entire country heard; so
respected was he in Egypt. Word quickly spread throughout the
palace and then throughout the country: Yosef was weeping!
Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah) state that Yosef's cries were
conciliatory in nature, meant to assuage his brothers’ feelings of
guilt and shame. Why was he appeasing them? He was the
victim. They were the “aggressors.” It should be the other way
around.

Horav Yeruchem Levovitz, zI (cited by Bad Kodesh), posits
that herein lies an important concept concerning interpersonal
relationships. Just as the “Shulchan Aruch,” Code of Law,
addresses the rights of the victim who was slighted, hurt by his
fellow, so, too, a complete set of laws addresses how the victim
should act vis-a-vis his assailant. We have laws concerning the
method and the amount of payment that the mazik, damager,
must pay his victim. We have laws that teach how one asks for
forgiveness, and how he expiates his sin. Likewise, we have laws
regarding the manner in which the victim should accept the
apology, admission of guilt and ensuing penance in order to
absolve the perpetrator.

Let us face it; when someone harms us, we neither
jump for joy, nor are we ready to forgive the aggressor. Let him
sweat it out, just as | sweated it out. | suffered; let him suffer. |
am going to stretch this out for all it is worth. This is human
nature, and it is, thus, natural for people who have been hurt to
act in this manner. We are different. Our Torah, as interpreted by
Chazal, teaches us not to be vengeful, not to make our provoker,
assailant, antagonist, suffer as we have suffered. When someone
seriously offends me, | am not interested in his apology. Let him
leave me alone. He has done enough damage. | am neither
interested in seeing his face, nor in hearing his contrition. If
anything, | want to see him squirm. | would like him to owe me
forever. Let him not feel that he has gotten off with an apology.

People often employ a similar attitude when it comes to
paying back a favour. Since | want the person for whom | did a
favour to always be in my debt, | do not accept favours from him.
Of course, the official “reason” is that | do not like to accept
favours, because | am not comfortable being beholden to others.
The real reason, however, is that | enjoy when people “owe” me.
This is wrong. When someone wants to give me a gift, | should
accept it with a smile.

Likewise, when someone begs my forgiveness, | should
respond positively, with a smile: “Sure, | forgive you.” This was
Yosef’s message to his brothers: “I bear no grudge. | forgive you
wholeheartedly. As | have nothing against my younger brother,
Binyamin, so, too, are my feelings toward you amicable.”
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And Yosef'said to his brothers, “I am Yosef. Is my father still
alive?” ... The Yosef'said to his brothers, “Come close to me, if
you please,” and he said, “I am Yosef, your brother... me, whom
you sold to Egypt.” (45:3,4)

Anyone who reads these pesukim is struck with the
same questions: Why did Yosef repeat, “I am Yosef”? He stated in
pasuk 3, “I am Yosef,” and immediately in pasuk 4, he repeated,
“l am Yosef.” Furthermore, the first time that he “introduced”
himself, his brothers’ reaction was one of fear and
disconcertment. Why in his second “introduction” did he
reiterate, “Whom you sold to Egypt”? Obviously, this was a sore
point, as their reaction evinces. Why rub it in? The Sfas Emes
offers a powerful explanation which teaches us an important
lesson in avodas Hashem, serving the Almighty. When Yosef
originally introduced himself by saying, “Ani Yosef,” the brothers
were frightened. They saw before them a wholly righteous,
totally committed Yosef, who, despite having lived in the
decadence of Egypt, far removed from the spiritually pristine
environment of his home, had been able to maintain himself on
a spiritually refined plateau. Imagine, had he not been deprived
of a Jewish home for this period, he would have been that much
greater. This was a compelling reason to be frightened.

When Yosef observed his brothers’ reaction, he became
concerned, because they were wrong in their assumption. Thus,
he countered, “Ani Yosef..whom you sold to Egypt.” He was in
effect saying, “Do you want to know how | achieved such
spiritual distinction? It was specifically because | was in Egypt,
away from home. My eminence in Egypt is a result of my ability
to overcome temptation, pain, loneliness, filth and a harsh
physical and spiritual environment. All these years of travail since
‘vou sold me’ to Egypt transformed me from the Yosef at home
with remarkable potential, to the Yosef, viceroy of Egypt, replete
in my spiritual observance and commitment. Egypt was the
spiritual crucible that honed and tempered me for this position.”

We have no idea what catalyses our spiritual
achievement, but, in all probability, the very travail that might
have embittered us and provoked serious questioning on our
part has become the catalyst for our success. A distinguished
rosh yeshivah, who has earned a reputation as a gaon and
tzaddik, related how he had achieved such distinction. During his
youth, he was among the elite students in a premier yeshivah in
Eretz Yisrael. A well-to-do businessman chose him as a chosson,
son-in-law (obviously the young couple met and were attracted
to one another). Sadly, this man used much of his wealth to
pamper his spoiled children. (This is not always readily apparent
when boy meets girl.) Thus, it did not take long before the young
husband realised that as far as his wife was concerned, his
primary function in their marriage was to cater to her irrational
whims. She acted as if he were another one of the many toys
that her father had purchased for her. In short time, they
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divorced, and the girl’s family initiated a smear campaign that
practically destroyed his reputation and emotional well-being.

One of his friends encouraged him to pay a visit to the
tomb of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. He listened and spent some
time there immersed in fervent and passionate prayer, storming
the Heavens for a positive ending to his travail. One night,
thinking that he was alone, he raised his voice in prayer,
“Hashem! | can no longer take it .. | am about to give up
hope...Please have mercy on me in the merit of the holy tzaddik
who is buried here. Help me!” As soon as he concluded his
prayer, he noticed that another Jew had been in the room where
he was praying. The man approached him and asked, “Please tell
me your story. Perhaps | could help. If not, | can at least listen. At
times, having someone who will listen is in and of itself
comforting.”

The man listened to the entire bitter story of this young
man’s life: his outstanding success as a scholar; his failed
marriage; and the ensuing slander to which he was subjected. It
was a bitter tale, but then many people endure various
challenges — both physical and emotional; some are able to
navigate through them better than others. This young man was
apparently drowning. The stranger addressed him, “You are a
scholar, and, as such, you are certainly aware that the tzaddik
that is interred here (Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai) endured much
travail and pain, years of living in hiding without family, so that
the government who wanted him dead would not succeed with
their plans. He had no food, no clothing, but he kept on studying
Torah amid terrible depravation. It is because of what he
experienced that he was able to reach the pinnacle of success
that he achieved. You should know that some of our greatest and
most illustrious gedolim, Torah giants, climbed the ladder of
success on rungs of pain and affliction. They reached the apex of
Torah scholarship through toil, sweat and tears. Your present
experience will catalyse your ascension to the heights of Torah
and yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven. Never lose faith; never
give up hope. Follow the lesson taught by Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai, and you, too, will one day look back at this travail as the
catalyst for your success in Torah.”

It was a moving and inspiring speech, but it was not
enough. The young man was a delicate soul who had been
thrown around like a rag, and persecuted by a spoiled wife and
her doting, foolish father who was responsible for her immature
attitude toward life. He required something more, someone
contemporary who had suffered and endured. He needed to hold
onto someone to whom he could personally relate.

The stranger continued, “Let me tell you about someone
whom | personally know, an individual who achieved the epitome
of righteousness, a miracle worker whose connection with
Heaven was evident, who was guided by Ruach HaKodesh, Divine
Inspiration, on a regular basis. | refer to Horav David Moshe, zl,
m’Kretchnif, Admor of Rechovot. One day, a close student asked
him what turning point in his life had catalysed his incredible rise
to spiritual eminence. The Rebbe replied: ‘Auschwitz. Prior to the
Holocaust, | was just another student. When | came to
Auschwitz, | decided that | was dedicating my life wholly to
Hashem. | would do it all: keep every mitzvah with utmost
mesiras nefesh; self-sacrifice; study Torah, regardless of the
danger; sing zemiros on Shabbos, even though there was no such
thing as a Shabbos meal. As | carried heavy cinder blocks on my
shoulders, however, | sang Shabbos zemiros. Whatever | have
achieved in the realm of spirituality is solely due to my
experience in Auschwitz!’”

The Jew concluded with a simple, but profound, insight,
“Do you know the difference between a train and an airplane?
An airplane can go anywhere with great speed. A train can only
go so fast and is limited to areas that can support rails. The real
difference, however, is something else. A plane is not
encumbered, while a train is land-based and, thus, can only
travel where there are no obstacles in its path. A plane simply
flies over the obstacles. Once you detach yourself from the
ground, from your attachment to earthiness, you will soar.
Hashem has mercifully taken you ‘off the ground.” The world that
you lived in until now turned against you. You have been granted
the opportunity to soar to the Heavens. Change your life and
return to the bais hamedrash which used to be your home, and
you will see in due time that nothing will stand in your way.”

The young man listened and, for ten years, he immersed
himself in Torah study. His fear of Heaven became strengthened,
as did his Torah erudition. These ten years were his spiritual
gestation period during which he merited an unprecedented
feeling of closeness to Hashem, an encyclopaedic knowledge of
Torah, and a lofty attitude toward mitzvah observance -
achievements which could not have been realised without the
travail that refined him by “lifting him off the ground,” so that he
could soar to the Heavens.
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But his brothers could not answer him, because they were left
disconcerted before him. (45:3)

Rashi explains that the brothers were overwhelmed
with shame. The humiliation of confronting Yosef after all these
years, facing the error of their original decision, was too much. It
agitated them to know that before them stood Yosef. It brought
dread to their minds, and prompted their anxiety: “What is going
to happen now?” All of this is understandable. Fear is an
acceptable reaction at such a time, but shame? Why should
shame take centre stage over fear? Indeed, at the end of
Parashas Va’yechi (50:15) when the brothers acknowledged that
now that Yaakov Avinu had left this world, and it was they and
Yosef — without any parental interference — they had reason to
become anxious. They wondered if now that their father’s
protection was history, Yosef might take revenge. Even after
years of reconciliation with Yosef, and living in Egypt as
beneficiaries of his extraordinary generosity, they feared
repercussions. If this is how they felt now, they surely felt fear
when they first heard the words, “Ani Yosef, | am Yosef.” Why
does Rashi say that they were disconcerted due to the bushah,
embarrassment?

Horav Gershon Liebman, zl, Rosh Yeshivah of Novoradok
in France, explains that this allows us a window into the
extraordinary level of yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven, evinced
by the Shivtei Kah, tribes of Hashem, the brothers/sons of Yaakov
Avinu. For them the emotion of embarrassment superseded the
emotion of (personal) fear. Fear is an unknown: Will | be
punished? Will | not be punished? Will | get into trouble for what
| did? Will | not? Bushah, embarrassment is an absolute reality. It
is the cognitive realisation and acknowledgement that one has
done something negative for which he is ashamed. When this
bushah involves men of such spiritual stature as the Shivtei Kah,
it constitutes bushah nitzchis, eternal shame. Such shame trumps
any physical fear that they might have felt. Thus, all they were
concerned about was the spiritual humiliation with which they
would now be compelled to live.
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Then he fell upon his brother Binyamin’s neck and wept; and
Binyamin wept upon his neck. (45:14)

Chazal (quoted by Rashi) comment that Yosef and
Binyamin wept over the destruction of the Sanctuaries that
would be burnt in their respective territories: the two Batei
Mikdash that would stand in Binyamin’s portion of Eretz Yisrael,
and Mishkan Shiloh in the portion of Yosef’s son, Ephraim. The
question is obvious: Why weep over the destruction of the
other’s territory? What about his own personal loss? Yosef
should have wept over the Mishkan, and Binyamin should have
poured out his emotion over the Batei Mikdash. The question
came up during the emotional meeting between two Admorim,
Chassidic leaders, who, albeit having survived the Holocaust by
escaping from Europe, saw the tragic decimation of their
Chassidus with the murder of thousands of their followers. The
Belzer Rebbe and the Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, met in Eretz
Yisrael. These two leaders of the largest Chassidic courts in
Poland were devastated by the destruction. The anomaly of Yosef
and Binyamin’s “misplaced” fears arose. Their answer was
succinct and typical: “One weeps for his friend’s destruction. One
does not cry over his own losses. He moves on and rebuilds.”

One takes the pain of loss and replants it as the
foundation of his next achievement. The Ponovhezer Rav, zl, lost
his yeshivah and most of his family during the Holocaust. He
came to Eretz VYisrael physically broken and emotionally
distraught. Yet, he did not for one moment defer to his pain. He
made up his mind to apply all of his strength to rebuilding. He
was asked how he was able to reconcile himself with the pain of
the loss of his congregation, his yeshivah and his family. He
replied, “Every tear is another brick in the Ponovezh
infrastructure. Every krechtz, moan, is another shtender, lectern,
in its bais hamedrash. | am applying the pain as a building block,
as the muscle, the source of energy, for continuing to build.”

Perhaps we may supplement an alternative thought.
When a community sustains a major calamity, its leader
experiences a dual misfortune. He feels for the loss of the
community;

its pain, its deprivation. He also feels a personal and
private bereavement. These were “his” community, “his”
students, “his” friends, “his” colleagues. A true leader does not
allow his personal pain to control him. He moves on. He has to
think of others. Another leader, however, can be sensitive to his
colleague’s personal pain. Yosef wept for Binyamin’s personal
loss, his private pain over the loss of the Batei Mikdash, because
he knew that Binyamin would not weep for himself — only for
others. Likewise, Binyamin cried for Yosef’s loss, since, after all,
someone had to.

TANY 292777 ... 2 ,57’7: 7°R%12 "1y
Binyamin’s sons: Bela, Becher...Chuppim and Ard. (46:21)

The names that Binyamin gave his sons were unique in
the sense that each name in some way alluded to Yosef and the
troubles that he had encountered. Chazal (Sotah 36b) elaborate
upon the meaning of each name. It demonstrates to us how
overcome with grief Binyamin was over the loss of his only
brother (from the same mother, Rachel Imeinu). Of particular
interest is the name Chuppim, which he gave “because he (Yosef)
did not see my chupah, marriage canopy, and | did not see his
chupah” The lesson to be derived from here, comments the
Ponovezher Rav, zl, is the degree of grief with which Binyamin
lived his life. During all the years that Yosef was missing, never

did Binyamin’s faith and hope waver that perhaps, by some
remote chance, Yosef, his lost brother, would return. What a
powerful lesson and example of hishtatfus b’tzaar ha’zulas,
sharing in the pain of another Jew. Every time Binyamin would
call or speak to one of his ten sons — and it was often — he was
reminded of Yosef and of the travail that he was experiencing. If
his brother was suffering, so would he. How did his personal
suffering ease Yosef’'s plight? It did not, but, when one Jew
suffers pain, his brother should feel it, because we are all family.

Horav Chaim Shmuelevitz, zI, was wont to underscore
the name Chuppim, Binyamin’s second youngest son. With this
name, Binyamin recalled two aspects of his separation from
Yosef: “He did not see my chupah; and | did not see his chupah.”
The Rosh Yeshivah taught that this is an understandable
milestone for Binyamin to record. How much he would have
wanted his brother to share in his simchah, joy; to dance with
him, to play an integral role at this special event in his life. This is
all comprehensible and acceptable. The fact that he grieved over
his personal lack of attendance at Yosef’s marriage canopy is in
and of itself a plateau of emotional sharing and caring which
goes beyond the norm. Imagine, Binyamin lamented the fact that
he could not share in his brother’s joy. This is pure selflessness at
its apex. He wanted to share and give joy to his brother on his
auspicious day, and, if he could not, he had a reason to grieve.
This is the pinnacle of hishtatfus, sharing, because it is all about
“him,” not “me.” The only way that one can achieve such an
elevated level of caring is by always thinking only of others and
not of oneself.

Va’ani Tefillah

SRR 21N Y9N YN Bp v
Ki Keil shomea tefillos v’sachanunim Atah.
For G-d Who hears prayers and supplications are You.

Hashem Yisborach has many treasuries, of which the
most abundant is called otzar matnas chinam, the treasury of
free gifts. This treasury, explains the Chiddushei HaRim, has an
endless cache of goodness. One can tap into this extraordinary
source of tov, good, only if he sincerely feels that he has no claim
on G-d, i.e., that Hashem owes him nothing. He has done nothing
which he feels “obligates” Hashem to remunerate him. When
one recognises that he is really “nothing,” unworthy of Hashem’s
favour, and then pleads for a matnas chinam, free gift, he is
ensured of being answered affirmatively with boundless bounty.

In his commentary to Devarim 3:23, Rashi defines
tachanun as a requirement for matnas chinam. Those who are
truly righteous are acutely aware that no human can claim that
Hashem “owes” him, because no one is that worthy. Hashem
owes no one. Such a person uses the term tachanun when
praying for himself, because he cannot say that he “needs”. He
does not make demands of Hashem. When this same righteous
Jew prays on behalf of the community, however, he uses the
term tefillah, because Klal Yisrael as a community is in need of
Hashem’s help.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email:
peninim@dvar.info
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Kinder Torakhk..

Parashas Vayigash

”DJ

Judgment Day

“s;
X hundred ninety seven, 698, 699,

700. Finished.”

“What did you finish, Shaya?”

“l finished counting out the money that |
am going to pay back to the king’s loan
officer.”

“My dear husband, | did not know that
you borrowed 700 silver pieces.”

“l didn’t.”

“Then why are you paying it back?”

“l actually borrowed 1000 silver pieces,
but | am only paying back 700.”

“How do you propose to get away with
that, Shaya?”

“Don’t worry, Miri. | have it all worked
out. | will tell the king’s officer that | per-
formed many favors for him during the
time of the loan. | am also paying him
back with newer coins than he lent me.
They should be worth more to him.”

“My dear husband, | do not wish to spoil
your plans. However, do you realize that
you are dealing with the king’s loan officer?
He is an honorable and influential man. |
would be surprised if he accepted such ex-
cuses. He wants the loan paid in full.”

“l realize that, Miri. However, | am a
very good talker. Trust me. | know what |
am doing.”

“Okay. Don’t say that | didn’t warn you.”

The day of the loan payment approaches.
Miri makes one last attempt to change her
husband’s mind, enlisting the children’s
help.

“Abba, we don’t want anything bad to
happen to you. Please pay back the
whole loan to the king’s officer.”

Shaya becomes angry.

“Don’t tell me how to conduct
my business affairs! | am doing
this for your own good. | will
pay less money and we will
have more left for ourselves.
Stay out of my way!”

And so the day finally arrives. Shaya packs
up his 700 silver coins and sets out for the
royal palace. He comes to the gate and is
ushered in to the chamber of the royal
loan officer.

“Yes, loyal subject. What is your business
here?”

The officer sits behind a large oak desk.
He is dressed in royal robes. Surrounding
him are his deputies and servants, who
stand ready to carry out his every com-
mand. Shaya’s knees begin to feel weak.

“l repeat, WHAT IS YOUR BUSINESS
HERE?”

The voice thunders in Shaya’s ears. The
deputies and servants look on impatiently.
Shaya wants to speak, but he is petrified
from fear.

[C:HC RN SR

«,
M will be terrified on the Day of

Judgment ... Yosef was the youngest of
the brothers, yet they could not stand
before his reproof.” (Medrash Rabba 93).
As the verse states, “And his brothers
were not able to answer him because
they were panicked” (Bereshis 45:3). The
previous story was adapted from a par-
able of the Dubno Maggid, illustrating the
fear that we should have for Yom HaDin.
Yosef HaTsaddik was only flesh and
blood, and the brothers were terrified by
his reproof. How much more so should
we be afraid of the judgment of The King
of Kings, The Holy One Blessed Be He.

Kinderlach . . .

Many things are unpredictable in life.
However, one thing is for sure: Yom HaDin
will come. Many people try to help us pre-
pare for that day. Our parents give us a
good start in life. Teachers educate us in the
ways of Hashem. Rabbis and community
leaders try to keep us on the straight path.
They are all here to help us. Just like
Shaya’s wife and children tried to help him.
Listen to them. Do what they say. Help
yourself. Prepare for the big day.

Royal Blood

((‘ {
Imma, I'm home from school.”

“Hello, Avi. How do you feel? You must
be hungry. Here is an apple for you.
Lunch will be ready in a few minutes.”
“Thank you Imma. This apple sure is
yummy. Imma, can you help me with my
homework assignment?”
“I'll try, Avi dear.”
“We have to draw a family tree,
and speak about some of the
accomplishments of our ancestors.”
“That is a big job, Avi. Let me
think for a minute where we
should begin. In the meantime,
here is your lunch. Start with this
bowl of hot soup.”
“Imma, you’re a great cook.”
“Avi, my grandfather came to the United
States when he was a young child. He was
born in a shtetl in Eastern Europe. His fam-
ily had lived there for many generations.
His grandfather was the Rav of the shtetl.”
“Really, Imma? We have an ancestor who
was a Rav in Eastern Europe?”
“That’s right Avi. He was a big Talmid
Chochom. He learned through the entire
Talmud fifty times. He also knew the
Shulchan Aruch. He was able to poskin
(make halachic decisions) in all areas of
Jewish law.”
“That’s really something, Imma. | never
knew about him.”
“He was a well respected man, Avi.”
“l really feel different about myself and
our family, now that | know that we had
such a special great-great-grandfather.”
“If you trace our family tree back farther,

3

you will find even greater people, Avi.’
“Please tell me about them Imma. | am so
interested.”

“Let’s begin at the beginning. Avraham
Avinu was the first Jew. He had a son
named Yitzchak, who had a son named
Yaakov. Yaakov had twelve sons, who
became the heads of the tribes of Israel.
Yosef, his second youngest son was sold as
a slave and taken down to Mitzraim.
There he was thrown into prison on false
charges. However, Hashem was with him
the entire time, and he was miraculously
freed from prison to become the second in
command to Pharaoh, the King of Egypt.”
“That is truly amazing.”

“It certainly is, Avi, but Pharaoh and his
other officers were not completely happy
with it. They recognized Yosef's great
skills, and Heavenly blessings. However,
it was still a disgrace to Egypt, the world’s
leading nation, to have a leader who was
once a lowly slave.”

“We know how important royal blood is.”
“Right, Avi. The verse in this week’s
parasha explains how pleased they were
when Yosef revealed his identity to his
brothers. ‘And the word spread into the
house of Pharaoh that Yosef's brothers
had arrived. And the matter was good in
the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of his
servants.” (Bereshis 45:16).”

“What was so good about the news,
Imma?”

“The Ramban explains that Pharaoh and
his servants now saw that Yosef came from
a highly respected family. They saw that a
man of his lineage was truly fit to sit in the
royal court. Therefore they were happy.”
“Please tell me more, Imma.”

“The famine was supposed to last for
seven years. When Yaakov came to
Egypt, the famine stopped. This was not
the first time that prosperity followed
him. Lavan became a wealthy man during
his stay in his household. Yaakov Avinu
was man whose righteousness was world
renowned and respected.”

“He was our ancestor.”

“That’s right, Avi. We are all descended from
him. We have royal blood in our veins.”
“Imma, that makes me feel very good.”

Kinderlach . . .

In our day and age, many people are
searching for their identity. The Jewish
people have never had such an “identity
crisis.” We know exactly who we are. We
are the descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov. Our ancestors include the
world’s greatest people — Moshe Rabbeinu,
Miriam, Pinchas, Yehoshua, Shmuel
HaNovi, Dovid HaMelech, Yirmiyahu,
Rebbe Akiva, Rachel, Rebbe Shimon Bar
Yochai, the Rambam, Rashi, Rav Yosef
Karo, The Arizal. The list can go on and on.
We would need a lot of paper to draw our
family tree. We would need even more
paper to write about all of their accom-
plishments. B’ezrat Hashem, our deeds
should measure up to their standards.

All rights reserved to the author <* Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1103#
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“To each of them (Yosefs
brothers) he gave changes of clothing; but to
Binyamin he gave three hundred pieces of
silver and five changes of clothing.” In Parshas
Vayeishev, the Torah tells us that Yaakov
loved Yosef more than all his sons since he was
a Ben Zekunim, a child of his old age, and he
made for him a special garment — D09 nino.
The Torah then tells us, “2anX IMX D I'NX N
INK 1KY 'R 'O 0nar” — “Yosef’s brothers
saw that their father loved him more than all
the brothers, and they hated him.” The Torah
explicitly tells us that the hatred the brothers
had for Yosef was because of the special love
that Yaakov showed for him. How could Yosef
repeat the same mistake his father made, and
give Binyamin much more than the rest of the
brothers. While this was brother to brother
and not father to son, nonetheless, his doing so
could have potentially created jealousy, or
worse, hatred like the brothers had for him.
Why do it? What is even more perplexing, is
how could it be that Yaakov Avinu could make
such a fundamental mistake like showing love
for one child over another? In the incident
where Binyamin needed to go down to
Mitzrayim, Yaakov seemed to insinuate that it
was only Binyamin he really cared about, and
the other brothers were not even close to
important as Binyamin. Why did Yaakov
continue to act in this manner, which could
only cause more strife and hatred?

“Yaakov loved Yosef more than all of
his other sons because he was a child of his old
age, and he made him a fine woolen tunic.”
What was Yaakov thinking when he gave
Yosef more than the rest of the brothers?
Surely it would incite jealousy. Shabbos 145b
— The Talmidei Chachomim of Bavel would
wear fancy clothes because they were not fully
proficient in the Torah Hakdosha. A true
Talmid Chochom achieves recognition through
his wisdom, while one who is not fully
proficient can only acquire this recognition
with artificial means such as wearing fancy
clothing. Yaakov taught Yosef the hidden
secrets of Torah. He did not want the brothers
to become jealous. He gave Yosef “fancy
clothing” so that the brothers would think that
Yaakov needed to give him fancy clothes
because he was not fully proficient in Torah.
In other words, the brothers had nothing to be
jealous of because they were in fact greater
than Yosef. Yaakov was trying his best to
avoid jealousy amongst the brothers. The
brothers saw through this plan, and were
jealous of Yaakov’s special relationship with
Yosef in Ruchniyos. (\910 onn)

Yaakov Avinu loved Yosef more than
his other children because Yaakov knew that
Yosef delved into the true wisdom of the
Torah. Yosef's brothers hated him because
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The Favorite Son

they did not recognize his great attributes.
The reason that his brothers did not know his
greatness was because Yosef was a Tzenuah.
He acted modestly and did not flaunt his
greatness. (0'1an o)

45:28 “in 2 qoir Ty 20 7R R —
When Yaakov says, “a3” he is referring to
Eisav, as the Posuk says, “vwx Tay' 271", When
Yaakov heard that Yosef was still alive, he was
saying to,”a1” — to Eisav, you should know that
my son Yosef is still alive. Eisav may have
thought that once Yosef was no longer alive,
there was no flame to burn him. Yaakov was
saying that Yosef was alive, and he is the
Koach which will ultimately destroy Eisav.
N1y 1:18 “nmar nan qorr Nl W apyt N nti
ni?oxl on 17T wip? 1wy” — “The house of
Yaakov will be fire, the house of Yosef a flame,
and the house of Eisav for straw; they will
ignite them and devour them.” Yaakov was
saying — “Eisav, watch out — Yosef is alive and
you will be destroyed.” (juTn nniNn)

Bamidbar 1:1 “127na nwn 7x 'T1aT
DNINX? NWN MY QWD WTN? TNRA,TVIN 7R '1'0
X7 oxn yaxn” — “Hashem spoke to Moshe in
the Midbar Sinai, in the Ohel Moed, on the
first of the second month, in the second year
after their exodus from the land of Mitzrayim,
saying.” The Torah is about to tell us of the
formation which Klal Yisroel travelled
through the Midbar, based upon their flags.
This took place after one full year from when
Klal Yisroel had already left Mitzrayim. This
is a great wonder, why Klal Yisroel waited
until now to have their set order in how to
travel. In truth, the concept of each Shevet
having its own flag would create a separation
between Klal Yisroel, for each Shevet becomes
unique to itself, and would not mingle with
others. Each Shevet had its own purpose,
different than the other Shevatim. While each
Shevet had its own uniqueness, there needed
to be a unifier, that which kept them unified
as one, for they all had the same goal; that
unifier was the Mishkan. Before each Shevet
was separated based upon their flag, they
needed to have the Mishkan built, which
would keep them unified. A person has eyes
to see with, and ears to hear with — would one
think that there is a separation between them,
and they quarrel? Certainly not, for they are
part of one whole, the person. The first year
when Klal Yisroel were in the Midbar, they
had not yet built the Mishkan, and therefore
they were not separated based upon their
flags. Once the Mishkan was built, which
unified as one, for they all sought to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then they were able to
be split up based upon their flag and Shevet,
and there would not be Machlokes. (ajy7 nnx)

Yaakov was spiritually connected to
Yosef Hatzaddik. Yaakov was the wx and
Yosef the nan%. It was not that Yaakov was
showing physical favoritism, rather there was
more of a spiritual connection between him
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and Yosef. On the contrary, he sought to allay
the potential jealousy of the other brothers by
giving Yosef a special article of clothing. He
did so in the hopes that the brothers would
think that only Yosef received it because he
was on a spiritually lower plane than the
brothers and therefore needed special
clothing, as the Gemara tells us regarding the
Talmidei Chachomim of Bavel. However, it
backfired, and caused even more jealousy and
hatred of the brothers. The brothers then
went and did a terrible sin, of selling Yosef.
The root of their sin was jealousy and hatred.
The only way to do Teshuva on their sin was
correcting the root of the sin.

45:1 “poxnn? qorr ' X7’ — “Yosef
could no longer restrain himself.” What
happened to cause Yosef to all of a sudden not
be able to restrain himself? The Posuk
immediately prior to this tells us, “ n7uR 'R D
TIN R¥0' TWK Y12 IRIN |9, IR WINT AR 7R
X" — “For how can I go up to my father if the
youth (Binyamin) is not with me, lest I see the
evil that will befall my father.” Yehudah was
telling Yosef that he was no longer jealous of
any of his brothers. Yehudah was not jealous
that Yaakov seemed to care more about
Binyamin than the rest of the brothers. If one
recognizes his Tafkid, job, in this world, then
he is happy with what he is doing. All of Klal
Yisroel are serving Hakodosh Boruch Hu in
their own way.

When Klal Yisroel received the
Torah, Klal Yisroel were divided up by
Shevatim, by their Degalim — banners. More
accurately said, Klal Yisroel were unified
together by separating them by their Degalim.
When all are of one purpose and one goal, it is
appropriate to divide up responsibilities, and
it does not matter who has which
responsibilities. There are Kohanim, Leviyim,
Yisra’eilim amongst Klal Yisroel. Should a
Yisroel be jealous of a Levi or a Kohen? When
one recognizes that he is Zoche to be a servant
of the King, and his job is his own unique one
in his service to Hashem, then he is happy and
content with his job and position. There is no
reason for jealousy and hatred. Yosef realized
that Yehudah was demonstrating that there
was no longer jealousy or hatred, his goal was
for the best for his father — that his father
should live and be well. It was now, that Yosef
could no longer hold back revealing himself,
for Yehudah had uprooted the cause of his sin.
Now that it was understood that there was no
longer jealousy among them, and each one had
their job and responsibility, Yosef knew that
there would be no issue with giving Binyamin
more than the others. It was not meant to be
a show of greater love for him, but as a Remez
to something else. May we be Zoche to
internalize this message, and be joyous in our
service to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and not Chas
V’sholom be jealous of others.

mail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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Yoset ben Perel

Yechiel Mechel Nachman
ben Elka Feiga

May these terror victims of
Motzer Shabbos Chanukah have
a quick and _full recovery, I"H.

The Ram HaTorah Staff
A 1INAEED




info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952

RAMAPC

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

T"D1 - Vo. 2| Issue 14 | No. 63 - 5:53 (nipr72) - P"WININ - 4:21 - NINY NPHTn "OINN - 2020 WNI12'4 - 5”"UN NAD T

o1 1170« EED]D

DDIDDN1 1T 5V NI'WOINA O'¥9INI D'OO9TIN NN NAT 7'NDNAION NIAN DY DR QDTN AUR DIPDN 01"

N
el
1
1

:l

Warl nvwo

f’"lJy \\‘ﬁ"i WL"{ l_ //\\
/@ ROCKL AND
1:%1 ERU?

A NANSON
Mt ealy

OF WEST POMONA

BZ«/ o

e
W T

nin MaT
nnmay

172NN - TON YW 0IN + DN19 DY « NYMNPN 210

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



