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











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hen discussing the laws of capital punishment 
through stoning, the Torah instructs the 
witnesses to be the ones to throw the first 

stones. Why were they instructed to be the one to implement 
the punishment, which was the result of their statements?
 
Doeg was a part of Shoul Hamelech’s advisors. He informed 
Shoul Hamelech that Dovid was conspiring with the Kohen 
Godol, despite knowing that the Kohen Godol acted in 
innocence by supplying him with food and a sword. The Bais 
din agreed that the Kohen Godol deserved to die for his “act 
of rebellion” but, aware that he was unaware that Dovid was 
hiding from Shoul Hamelech, no one wanted to be the ones 
to kill him. Shoul then instructed Doeg, himself, to kill all the 
Kohanim of the city of Nov and he did.
 
I learned several lessons from this incident:
 
1) People should be careful before making any statements, 
because they may have to follow through with what they said. 
In many cases people speak without considering this. Unless 

they want to be seen as liars, they may have to break up a 
friendship, give up a job, etc. because of a public statement.
 
2) If people don’t follow through, they shouldn’t expect 
anyone to listen to them. Instead, other people will lose 
respect for them. No one likes people who stand on the side 
and delegates to others.
 
3) People should be very careful of what they say. Their 
comments may “take a life of their own”, and they may 
lose “control” of the process. They may have only intended 
a comment to be a joke or to ‘get back” at someone, and 
never intended for the person to lose his/her job because of 
what they said. People should remember that they only 
“own” their words until they say them.
 
Many people will lie. Fewer people will kill an innocent 
person. The instruction that the witnesses have to be the 
ones to kill the guilty person, is to insure that their testimony 
was honest, and deliberate, traits that all people should 
emulate in their lives.

W
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In this week’s parsha, parshas Shoftim, we learn about the 
mitzvah of appointing a king over Yisrael and the three strict 
prohibitions--mitzvos lo sa’aseh--that HKB”H imposed on the 
king (Devarim 17, 14): 

ואמרת  בה,  וישבתה  וירשתה  לך  נותן  אלקיך  ה’  אשר  הארץ  אל  תבוא  “כי 

ה’  יבחר  אשימה עלי מלך ככל הגוים אשר סביבותי, שום תשים עליך מלך אשר 

אלקיך בו... רק לא ירבה לו סוסים ולא ישיב את העם מצרימה למען הרבות סוס, 

וה’ אמר לכם לא תוסיפון לשוב בדרך הזה עוד, ולא ירבה לו נשים ולא יסור לבבו, 

וכסף וזהב לא ירבה לו מאד”.

When you come to the land that Hashem, your G-d, gives 
you, and possess it, and settle in it, and you will say, “I will set 
a king over myself, like all the nations that are around me.” 
You shall surely set over yourself a king whom Hashem, your 
G-d, shall choose. . . Only he shall not have too many horses 
for himself, so that he will not return the people to Egypt in 
order to increase horses, for Hashem has said to you, “You 
shall no longer return on this road again.” And he shall not 
have too many wives, so that his heart not turn astray; and 
he shall not greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 

At first glance, it seems that this passage is irrelevant to us 
at the present time; since we are in galut, and there is no King 
of Yisrael.  In fact, the reality of a king will not apply to us until 
the coming of the Melech HaMashiach, descending from David 
HaMelech, who will reign over Yisrael at the time of the final 
geulah. Notwithstanding, it is evident that even this passage 
contains vital concepts and ideas that are relevant to every Jew 
in every generation that we must learn from. 

Therefore, it is only fitting that we delve into the issues 
addressed in these pesukim and examine the important and 
profound lesson the Torah conveys and which, seemingly, led to 

the downfall of Shlomo HaMelech, the wisest of all men. In the 
words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin 21a): 

“אמר רבי יצחק, מפני מה לא נתגלו טעמי תורה, שהרי שתי מקראות נתגלו טעמן 

נכשל בהן גדול העולם, כתיב לא ירבה לו נשים, אמר שלמה אני ארבה ולא אסור, וכתיב 

)מלכים א יא-ד( ויהי לעת זקנת שלמה נשיו הטו את לבבו, וכתיב לא ירבה לו סוסים, 

ואמר שלמה אני ארבה ולא אשיב, וכתיב )שם י-כט( ותצא מרכבה ממצרים”.

Rabbi Yitzchak discusses the fact that the Torah does not 
reveal the rationale behind the mitzvos. He points out that the 
Torah did reveal the reasons for two specific mitzvos, and one 
of the world’s greatest men failed on both accounts. The Torah 
warns a king not to have too many wives and not to accumulate too 
many horses and provides rationales for these warnings. Shlomo 
HaMelech took many wives, stating confidently that they would 
not lead him astray; yet, Scriptures (Melachim I 11, 4) attests to 
the fact that in his old age, his wives did lead him astray. Similarly, 
he accumulated many horses, declaring that they would not lead 
him back to Mitzrayim; yet, here, too, Scriptures (ibid. 10, 29) 
attest to the fact that he returned to Mitzrayim. 

This statement is also brought down by the Midrash (S.R. 6, 
1) with a pertinent addition: אמר רשב”י נוח לו לשלמה שיהא גורף ביבין“ 

שלא נכתב עליו המקרא הזה” According to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, 
Shlomo would have preferred to clean gutters—or perform some 
other despicable chore—rather than to have it written about him 
that his wives led him astray.  Why did Rashb”y specifically choose 
the degrading chore of cleaning gutters to make his point?  

Even more surprising, however, is the fact that Shlomo 
HaMelech, the wisest of all men, chose to disregard an explicit 
Torah-prohibition for a king not to take too many wives.  The 
Torah warns that they will inevitably lead him astray; yet, he 
was convinced that he was strong enough to avoid being led 
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The Test of Why? 
ואלה תולדות יצחק בן “ 25:12
 ”אברהם, אברהם הוליד את יצחק
“And these are the offspring 
of Yitzchok the son of 

Avrohom, and Avrohom begot Yitzchok.” We 
certainly know already that Yitzchok was the 
son of Avrohom, as the Torah tells us all about 
Avrohom and Sarah having this most precious 
child, Yitzchok, in their ripe old age.  Why does 
the Torah tell us here that Yitzchok was the 
son of Avrohom?   
 The Gemara in Bava Metzia 87a 
says that Hashem made the face of Yitzchok 
look exactly like Avrohom.  The Leitzanei 
Hador were saying that Yitzchok must have 
been born from Avimelech or Pharaoh.  
Avrohom couldn’t be his father because look 
how many years he was married to Sarah and 
never had a child with her.  Hashem made 
Yitzchok’s face look exactly like his father 
Avrohom so that everyone would know with 
certainty. The Gemara is saying that when 
Yitzchok was born, he didn’t look like Avrohom 
Avinu.  It is only now at 60 years old, when he 
had children, that Hashem made a Nes to 
change his face to look exactly like Avrohom 
Avinu. Hashem knew that people were going 
to say that Yitzchok was from Avimelech when 
Eisav was born.  So why didn’t Hashem just 
make him look like Avrohom when he himself 
was born?  

There is a Medrash in Yalkut 
Shimoni that brings down a story.  An Arab 
King’s wife had a baby with a beautiful clear 
white complexion.  The problem was that both 
the King and Queen were black.  The King 
accused his wife of adultery and wanted to kill 
her.  The King went to Rabbi Akiva and asked 
him if he should kill her.  Rabbi Akiva asked 
the King if he had any white servants?  The 
King answered that he had many white 
servants.  Rabbi Akiva told the King that his 
wife didn’t commit adultery.  If a woman sees 
and thinks about a person or people when she 
is pregnant, the baby will look like that person 
(According to those that are Makpid for 
pregnant women not to go to zoos and see 
animals, this could be a reason.)  His wife saw 
white people all of the time and that is why the 
baby is white.  The King listened to Rabbi 
Akiva and didn’t kill his wife.  Had Yitzchok 
Avinu been born looking like Avrohom Avinu, 
the Leitzanei Hador could have said, look 
Yitzchok had a son Eisav, who is a Rasha.  Had 
he come from Avrohom and Sara it wouldn’t be 
possible to give birth to a Rasha.  It must be 
that Yitzchok’s father is Avimelech or 
Pharaoh.  Had they been asked, if Avimelech 
or Pharaoh was the father, how could Yitzchok 
look like Avrohom?  They would have 
responded that he looks like Avrohom because 
Sara sees him all the time, as explained above.  
That is why Hashem waited until now to make 

Yitzchok look like Avrohom.  Hashem made a 
clear Nes that changed his face to look like 
Avrohom, to let the Leitzonai Hador know that 
Avrohom was the father. (בן יהוידע) 

 Why does the Posuk repeat that 
Avrohom begot Yitzchok?  The Arizal says in 
Parshas Vayeira that when Yitzchok Avinu 
was born, his Nefesh came “מסטרא דנוקבא” (A 
Nefesh can be Zochor or Nekeivah, and the 
Arizal is saying here that Yitzchok Avinu’s 
was a Nekeivah).  Hence, it says in Bereishis 
 And behold Sarah“ – ”והנה בן לשרה אשתך“ 18:10
your wife will have a child” – that Yitzchok 
would have a strong connection to Sarah, for 
his Nefesh was a Nekeivah.  Being that his 
Nefesh was a Nekeivah, he could not bear 
children, and that is why he did not have a 
designated partner (Rivkah was not born yet).  
However, during the Akeidah, Yitzchok’s 
Neshama flew out of him and Above, and 
through Avrohom Avinu, he received another 
Neshama, a Zochor, one which was able to 
bear children.  At that time, being that he 
would be able to bear children, his potential 
partner was born, Rivkah.  The Posuk says 
ויהי אחר הדברים האלה ויוגד לאברהם “ 22:1
 Immediately after – ”לאמר...ובתואל ילד את רבקה
the Akeidah, Rivkah was born.   

The Arizal explains that in the Shem 
Havayah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the 'י and 
the 'ו are considered the Zochor, while the two 
remaining letters, both of them 'ה - are 
considered the Nekeivah.  The 'י is the first 
letter, and it is Mashpia to the second letter, 
the 'ה.  The third letter is a 'ו which is Mashpia 
to the fourth letter, the 'ה. The איש, the man, 
has the letter 'י, for the man is the Mashpia, 
while the אשה has the letter 'ה for she is the 
Nishpah, the one receiving the Shefa.  
Yitzchok’s Neshama was originally a 'ה and 
then was switched to the  'ו'-י  a Zochor 
Neshama.  Eliezer went to find a Shidduch for 
Yitzchok.  Rivkah agreed to marry Yitzchok.  
When Yitzchok was coming toward her, and 
Rivkah was seeing him for the first time, she 
told Eliezer, Bereishis 24:65 “ ותאמר אל העבד מי
 And She“ – ”האיש הלזה ההלך בשדה לקראתנו
(Rivkah) said to the servant (Eliezer), ‘Who is 
that man walking in the field toward us’?”  
Split the word, “הלזה” to “ לזה-ה'  ” – in other 
words, Rivkah asked Eliezer who was this 
person coming towards her that was a 'ה, a 
Nekeivah, just as she was a Nekeivah – 
meaning that it would not be good for her – she 
needed a Zochor.  “מי האיש” – Who is the man – 
meaning that if there is no man between the 
two of them, they will not be able to bear 
children.  Eliezer responded, “ ויאמר העבד, הוא
 .And the servant said“ – ”אדני ותקח הצעיף ותתכס
‘He is my master,’ – she then took the veil and 
covered herself.”  Rivkah had Ruach Hakodesh 
and what she was seeing was the way 

Yitzchok’s Neshama was when he was born.  
Eliezer answered her, “הוא אדוני” – that what 
she was seeing was the way he was born, but 
now he had a new Neshama, one that was 
connected to “my master” – Avrohom Avinu, 
meaning that now the Neshama was a Zochor.  
Rivkah understood that she would be Zoche to 
have children with Yitzchok, and she took her 
veil and covered herself, for she was prepared 
to get married.  With this understanding we 
now can understand the words of the Posuk 
here, “ואלה תולדות יצחק בן אברהם” – the children 
that would come from Yitzchok, are connected 
to Avrohom.  For when Yitzchok was born, his 
Neshama was a Nekeivah, and through the 
Akeidah, Avrohom caused another Neshama 
to enter Yitzchok, a Neshama that was a 
Zochor, and this enabled Yitzchok to have 
children.  The Posuk stresses, “ אברהם הוליד את
 ,as if to say that he had a second birth – ”יצחק
and he was completely the child of Avrohom by 
the second one, and had a Neshama that was 
Zochor. (בן איש חי) 
 Avrohom was Zoche to have a child 
with his wife Sarah when he was 100 years 
old, but that child was not going to be the 
Neshama which would carry on the torch of 
Yiddishkeit for all future generations.  
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Avrohom the 
ultimate Nisoyon, the test to see if he would 
Shecht his son for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  
Would Avrohom ask Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
why He would want this precious child 
Yitzchok to be Shechted like a Korbon?  
Avrohom Avinu did not ask – he happily 
acquiesced to fulfill the command of Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu.  The Neshama of the child which 
was born to Sarah and Avrohom could not bear 
children when he was born.  He needed to go 
through the process of the Akeidah, where his 
Neshama flew into Shomayim, and a new 
Neshama, one which could bear children, 
entered him.  The Nisoyon was not just a test, 
but Avrohom fulfilling the Nisoyon was a 
necessary ingredient for the outcome of the 
progeny of Klal Yisroel.  The fulfillment of the 
Nisoyon gave Yitzchok the ability to have 
children, which followed with Yaakov, the 
Shevatim and eventually the rest of Klal 
Yisroel.  The Torah is telling us that Avrohom 
was the father of Yitzchok; it was really due to 
the Akeidah that he was now Zoche to bear 
Yitzchok – for it was from this new Yitzchok 
that Klal Yisroel would be born.  What a lesson 
there is for us, in how to deal with our 
everyday life situations.  We must know that 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows exactly what is 
good for us, and when a Nisoyon comes our 
way, it is an opportunity for us to receive 
goodness.  May we be Zoche to learn from the 
Elter Zaida, Avrohom Avinu, how we must 
never question the Ribbono Shel Olam, but 
always do His bidding with great joy.   

Parsha Pshetel
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Quiet Heroes 
“This is a beautiful Yeshiva building, 
Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. My sons are privileged 
to learn here. The building was not built 
originally as a Yeshiva.” 
“Really? How did the Yeshiva acquire it?” 
“That is an interesting story. The original 
builders and occupants of the building 
were preparing to sell it and move out. 
At that time, the Yeshiva was housed in 
small overcrowded quarters. A father of a 
student of the Yeshiva saw the situation 
as an opportunity for the Yeshiva to pur-
chase the building. There was one prob-
lem, however.” 
“Not enough money.” 
“Exactly. This concerned parent was un-
daunted. He quickly got to work organiz-
ing meetings to bring to the attention of 
the community the importance of the ac-
quisition of this structure for 
the Yeshiva. It went very 
slowly at first, but gradually 
the idea caught on. People 
began working together to 
raise the necessary funds. 
Slowly but surely, they ap-
proached the required sum. 
Finally, the day came when 
they were able to purchase the 
structure. After some minor renovations, 
the Yeshiva was able to move into the 
new building. The opening day was a 
monumental joyous event for the entire 
community.” 
“That is a true Kiddush Hashem (Sanctifi-
cation of the Holy Name) Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. The man who began 
the campaign is a real hero. He was just 
an ordinary person, yet he accomplished 
something great. I wonder how people 
achieve such phenomenal success.” 
“It is not as rare as you think, Dovid. 
There are many heroes walking quietly 
amongst us. Their deeds attract no atten-
tion and arouse no fanfare. However, 
they are no less accomplished than the 
man who acquired this building for the 
Yeshiva.” 
“Can you give me an example, Betzalel?” 
“Sure, Dovid. Consider a man who has a 
specific amount of time set aside to learn 
Torah every day. He recognizes the su-
preme importance of Torah, and would 
like to increase his learning time. He re-
thinks his schedule, reorganizes his meet-
ings and appointments, cuts down on his 
traveling time, and comes up with an-
other hour in the day to learn. During 
that hour, he utters approximately 10,000 
words of Torah, each one of which is 
worth 613 mitzvos. He is enriched with 
6.13 million more mitzvos each day! That 
is a genuine bona-fide hero.” 
“Who would ever think...” 
“I will give you another example. Con-

sider a couple that is having marital strife. 
The husband and wife realize that keep-
ing quiet when emotions are high will 
calm the situation and give them the op-
portunity to rationally work out the is-
sues. One day, a conflict begins. They 
exercise great effort and manage to stay 
calm and quiet. The fight ends and the 
issue is subsequently dealt with. This hap-
pens again and again until the major is-
sues are solved. Peace reigns in the house. 
This couple, who learned to control 
themselves, are heroes of great propor-
tions. Future generations will benefit from 
their mighty acts.” 
“You are very astute in your observa-
tions, Betzalel.” 
“I suppose we can metaphorically say 
that building internal buildings is just as 
gallant as building ones of bricks and 
stones. A person’s soul is a magnificent 
spiritual edifice. It takes no less work, 

planning, expense, and self-sacrifice to 
build than a Yeshiva building. One 

who seriously undertakes a project 
like this, perseveres, and achieves 

a measure of success, is a true 
hero.” 
“We have many heroes 
walking among us.” 
“We surely do, and we can 
join their ranks. We just need a 
serious commitment to 

improve our spiritual lives. Opportunities 
to grow will present themselves as plenti-
fully as bricks on a building site. We will 
place each one of them into our spiritual 
edifice. Deed by deed, mitzvah by mitz-
vah, our internal structure will grow bigger 
and stronger. One who astutely perceives 
it will appreciate our quiet heroism.” 
“Betzalel, you have motivated me to be a 
great person!” 
“You are already on your way, Dovid. 
May Hashem grant you great success.” 
“Amen!” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
People who perform great acts that bene-
fit entire communities are often honored 
for their heroism. However, quiet indi-
viduals who perform mighty acts of over-
coming their Yetzer Hora to grow spiritu-
ally are no less heroic. There are building 
their neshamos (souls) into beautiful spiri-
tual edifices. Kinderlach, seize the oppor-
tunities for greatness in your everyday 
lives. Work on building your neshamos. 
Become genuine heroes. 
 

It’s Very Simple 
“Oy, I wish I was rich. My life would be 
so much easier and less complicated.” 
“I can make you rich in one day – no 
problem.” 
“Really? How?” 
“It is actually very simple. Just bring me a 

copy of tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
We will see which stocks will go up in 
value tomorrow. We will then borrow all 
the money that we can, buy those stocks, 
and watch them go up. Tomorrow we 
will sell them, rake in a huge profit, re-
turn the borrowed money, and be rich.” 
“That is a brilliant plan. There is only one 
problem.” 
“What is it?” 
“They do not publish tomorrow’s Wall 
Street Journal today. Nobody knows the 
future.” 
“Yes, that is a very big problem.” 
“Please allow me to correct myself. There 
is One Who does know the future – 
Hashem. However, He does not share it 
with us. In fact, He commands us to re-
frain from looking into the future. It is a 
verse in this week’s parasha – ‘You shall 
be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d’ 
(Devarim 18:13). Rashi explains that we 
should not attempt to look into the fu-
ture to find out what The Creator has in 
store for us. Rather, we should be whole-
hearted with Him. Trust Him, and accept 
whatever He does wholeheartedly. If we 
trust Him, then He will be with us.” 
“I see.” 
“The Malbim has an even deeper explana-
tion. The name, ‘Elokecha’ denotes 
Hashem’s hashgacha pratis (individual su-
pervision) upon every Jew. The verse in-
forms us that we shall conduct ourselves 
wholeheartedly with the Almighty, and not 
attempt to find out what He has in store for 
us. Rather we shall accept whatever He 
does, knowing that it is for our own good, 
for He knows better than we do. Then He 
will be close to us, and personally supervise 
the events in our lives. To sum it up, ‘If we 
act wholeheartedly, then Hashem Elokim 
will be with us.’ The Sifrei says it so poeti-
cally, ‘When you are wholehearted, your 
lot is with Hashem, your G-d.’” 
“Do you realize how rich you truly are? 
You are rich in Torah knowledge. You do 
not need tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
You have possessions much more valu-
able than money.” 
“You are right. Hashem has been very kind 
to me. I must be equally kind to Him and 
accept His decrees unconditionally.” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
What will be in the future? Will you be 
rich or poor? Will you be healthy or 
sickly? Where will you live? Whom will 
you marry? How long will you learn? 
How long will you live? Only Hashem 
knows. If you trust Him and accept every-
thing that He does, knowing that it is 
good for you, then it will truly be good. 
You will see the good, know it, and ap-
preciate it. You will not worry about the 
future because you will know that you are 
safely and securely in the hands of 
Hashem. It is all very simple. Be whole-
some with Hashem. 
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על פי שנים עדים או שלשה עדים יומת המת
By the testimony or two of three witnesses shall the condemned 

person be put to death. (17:6)

 The word shnayim connotes two. Yet, later in this parsha 
(19:15), the Torah uses the word shnei (eidim) to specify two 
witnesses. Why does the text change from one pasuk to the other? 
Horav David Cohen, Shlita, quotes the Gaon, zl, m’Vilna, who 
distinguishes between shnayim and shnei (although both words 
mean “two”). Shnayim refers to two people (or objects) which come 
together or meld together as one unit, while shnei refers to two 
individuals, separate and/or disparate, who just happen to be 
together. In other words, shnayim is a “two” which maintains a 
stronger sense of unity.  

 With the Gaon’s chiddush, novel interpretation, in mind, 
the Rosh Yeshivah cites Rashi (Kesubos 20a, v’nafka minah) who 
writes that with regard to money matters, when two witnesses 
testify, each one achieves half of the judgment. This means that if 
the defendant is found guilty (based upon the testimony of two 
witnesses) of owing one hundred dollars, each witness is obliged 
him to pay fifty dollars. Horav Chaim Soloveitchik, zl, contends that 
this is true only with regard to monetary matters. Concerning 
matters of life and death (capital punishment), however, both 
witnesses together act as one unit to bring about a guilty verdict. 
One without the other is of no value.  

 We now understand the difference between the two terms 
used to express different meanings in our parsha. The beginning of 
the parsha addresses the requirement of the testimony of valid 
witnesses in a case of capital punishment. The Torah uses the word 
shnayim, because – with regard to capital punishment – both 
witnesses are effective only as a unit of two. Each one individually is 
of no consequence. On the other hand, when the Torah addresses 
the laws of monetary claims, it uses the word shnei, since each 
individual witness accomplishes fifty percent of judgment.  

 

תמים תהיה עם ד' אלקיך
You shall be wholehearted with Hashem, Your G-d. (18:13)

 Temimus, simple faith, is not so simple. It takes a special 
person, whose faith in Hashem is unequivocal, to achieve temimus. 
It requires one: to live a life of acquiescence; to ask no questions; to 
believe that everything is for the good; to maintain wholesome 
belief in Hashem that everything that occurs in one’s life is Divinely 
orchestrated. The tamim lives only in the moment. The future is 
completely in the hands of Hashem. Horav Pinchas Koritzer, zl, 
teaches that only two mitzvos or observances are to be carried out 
with Hashem: temimus, wholehearted faith; and tznius, modesty. 
(Hatznea leches im Elokecha, “And to walk humbly with your G-d” 
Michah 6:8). In regard to these two religious/ethical attributes, it is 
easy to deceive our fellow human being (and, by extension, 
ourselves). It is easy to appear to be wholehearted in one’s belief. It 
is easy to put on a show that one is modest. In both cases, the 

individual acts faithfully and modestly, although, behind closed 
doors, it could not be further from the truth.  

 “I want no kavod, honour; no accolades; I lead a simple life; 
everything I do is purely l’shem Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven, 
etc.” We have all heard it, and, at first glance, we might even fall for 
the deceit, until that time that we listen to the person and do not 
give him the kavod that he so passionately relishes and upon which 
he thrives.  

 It is easy to appear wholehearted and to act modestly, but 
only Hashem knows the truth about the person. Therefore, to truly 
be a wholehearted man of faith, to be modest (not just act 
modestly), it must be with Hashem – because He knows who you 
really are. What greater litmus test than interaction with Hashem? 

 A true tamim believes – under all circumstances. In 
Yeshivas Ponevez, there worked a cook who was a Romanian 
immigrant. His name was Reb Zalmen. His life was the yeshivah. Day 
and night, Shabbos and Yom Tov – he never left his “post” in the 
kitchen, the dining room. He stood there and relished with extreme 
satisfaction when the bachurim, students, would line up to get their 
portions. He was serving talmidei chachamim. He was playing a role 
in their spiritual growth. Suddenly, one day, Reb Zalmen did not 
show up for work. This went on for two months, until one day, just 
as suddenly as he had disappeared, he appeared once again, ready 
to return to work.  

 “Reb Zalmen – where have you been? We missed you.” “I 
appreciate your concern,” Reb Zalmen began. “There is a reason why 
I was gone, and there is a reason why I have returned. You know that 
my life revolves around the yeshivah. My domain might be the 
kitchen, but my life is the yeshivah. My wife, Shoshanah, became ill 
and, after undergoing a battery of tests, the doctors said to me, 
‘Zalmen – Shoshanah is gone. Well – not gone yet, but our advice to 
you is not to give treatment, because it will cause her extreme pain 
and will not alter the inevitable. You have to get used to the fact that 
Shoshanah is not long for this world.’  

 “What does one do upon hearing such terrible earth-
shattering news? I went to Rav Shach (reference to Horav Elazar M. 
Shach, zl, Rosh Yeshivas Ponevez). I asked him, ‘Rebbe, I have a 
question on the way Hashem “runs things.”’ The Rosh Yeshivah 
looked at me with sort of a smile on his lips and a twinkle in his eyes. 
Rav Shach is quite aware that I am devoted to my job. I am 
trustworthy; I take no vacation. Indeed, I go nowhere, because my 
first and foremost achrayos, responsibility, is to the yeshivah. We 
prepare the food, so that the bachurim can study Torah. We want 
them to be healthy students of Torah, so we do everything to see to 
it that their meals are tasty, nourishing and satisfying. Now, the 
doctors have informed me that my Shoshanah will soon die. Is this 
right? Where is the koach, power, of Torah? This is the least that the 
yeshivah owes me. I do not care about money. I go nowhere. I only 
need for my wife to be healthy. Is that so much to ask?’ 

 “The Rosh Yeshivah closed his eyes. After a few minutes, it 
seemed to me that he had fallen asleep. So, I said, ‘Fine, I have my 
answer. I need nothing from the yeshivah. I will make it on my own’, 
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 פרשת שופטים 292' גיליון מס

 שישית שנה "חתשע

 לזכות  יוצא זה גליון

 ידידינו החשוב  

  שיראה ברכה והצלחה בכל הענינים
 

 א"שליטרבינושליעורוש
 ח"תשע'ה אב מנחם ג"כ בליל שבת קודש פר' עקב" לדרמן" הכנסת בבית שמסר

 ע"זי יעקב הקהילות בעל מרן הגדול אביו של להסתלקותו שנים ל"ג במלאת

 "ושאול שכור בבית מזוזה בחיוב הראשונים מחלוקת: "בענין
  ומכאן יום' ל עד המזוזה מן פטור ל"בחו בית דהשוכר ')א ד"מ( במנחות דאמרינן אהא בראשונים גדולה מחלוקת יש

 .מדרבנן או מדאורייתא חייב הוא אם. במזוזה חייב והשואל דהשוכר ')ב ה"קל( בחולין מבואר וכן. חייב ואילך
 דשוכר ראשונים וכמה ש"הרא ד"וכ. )א"קל דף( בשבת א"הרשב דעת וכן הראשון בתירוץ )ד"מ דף( במנחות' התוס שיטת

 היינו ,הדר חובת דמזוזה דאמרינן והא. הוא שלו דלאו ביתך זה דאין משום, במזוזה מדאורייתא חייב אינו שואל או בית
 .בה שידור וגם שלו יהיה שהבית גם במזוזה לחייב תנאים שני דבעינן
  דמזוזה מדאורייתא חייב דשוכר )ו"פר' סי יוסף בבית הובא( מנוח רבינו ד"וכ ,השני בתירוץ במנחות' התוס דעת אולם
 מי ביתך מדכתיב היא הדר חובת דמזוזה' ב ב"ק דף מ"בב י"רש דעת נ"וכ, דירה אינו אכתי יום' ל דשע אלא, הדר חובת

 בהגהות כ"כמש ממזוזה ה"פ ם"הרמב דעת נ"וכ )'א' ד דף( בפסחים י"רש פ"וכ, מדאורייתא ומשמע, בה אויוצ שנכנס
 .שם מיימוניות

  מבואר, להפקירן ובידו הואיל ומשני שבת דוחה אינו מזוזה וקביעת ציצית עשיית למה פריך )א"קל דף( שבת' דבגמ וקשה
 דשוכר ל"דס ראשונים להני ע"וצ, יום' מל יותר הרבה רב זמן שם שדר ג"ואע, מזוזה מלעשות יפטר ביתו את יפקיר דאם

  במזוזה חייב שלו אינו שהבית אף שם גם והוא והיות, הדר דחובת משום והיינו דאורייתאמ במזוזה חייבים ושואל
  סברא זו דאין, שכור בבית כמו יום' ל בו לדור דיצטרך לומר ואין, ממזוזה פטור הפקר בבית הדר אמאי כ"וא, מדאורייתא

שמא יחזור בו, וכוונתו כמש"כ   שהפקיר הבית. ועוד דרש"י פי' במנחות דעד ל' יום קודם רב זמן בה דר שכבר כיון כלל
 הכא כלל שייך אל זו סברא כ"וא, קבע דירת ל"הו חזר שלא יום' ל אחר אבל בו ויחזור לו נוחה תהא לא שמא שםתוס' 
 בהגהות לומר שרצה כמו קניא ושכירות דשאלה משום חייב ושכורה שאולה דבית דהטעם לומר ואין, טובא בה דר שכבר

  ינואש מביתך ממעט דלא ו"קל דף מחולין הראשונים הוכחת דהא, פטור קניא דלא הפקר אבל, מתפילין ה"פ מיימוניות
  א"הרשב כ"כמש שאולה טלית , ואכתי למעט הפקר, גם מאי שנא מציצית דפטרינןראשוניםהשלו כמש"כ התוס' ושאר 

 ,קניא ושכירות דשאלה' אמרי אלו א"קל בשבת
 לאישר בארץ דחייב והא לעולם ממזוזה פטור ל"בחו בפונדק הדר' בגמ' אמרי )ד"מ דף( במנחות דהנה י"בעזה ונראה
  כיון אחרת שכירות יום כל דבפונדק משום והיינו, ז"פ שמחות במסכת ה"וכ, שם' בגמ כדאיתא מדרבנן הוא יום' ל לאחר
 .ופטור עראי ל"הו ולהוציאו בו ולזכות לבא אחד כל יכול הפקר בבית גם ז"ולפ, עראי ל"הו לכן יום כל לסלקו שיכול

  
 עלי שי"ח 
 ''קברו על מחילה''

 

  הדברים בתוך. מסוים דבר על להתייעץ, ברק בבני) הקברות בית( החיים בית בהנהלת מהאחראים אחד רבינו אל נכנס אחרונים בימים
 .מעניין מאוד דבר על לו סיפר הוא

  קברו על ומשתטחים, גוונים מהרבה אנשים ל"זצוק שטינמן ל"הגראי הישיבה ראש מרן של קברו אל מגיעים יום מידי כמעט, לדבריו
  מנין להשלים כדי שיבואו שבסביבה מהאנשים ומבקשים אנשים באים רבות פעמים כי לספר הוסיף הוא, בו שפגעו על מחילה ומבקשים

 .שכאלה במעמדות פעמים הרבה היה עצמו הוא וכך, מחילה מבקשים הם ובפניהם, אנשים
  פעמים כמה דיבר שהוא לנוכחים וסיפר בבכי פרץ והאיש, שכזה מחילה במעמד השתתף הוא, אחראי אותו מספר כך - הימים באחד
  והלוואי, למכתו רפואה לו אין חכם תלמיד המבזה כל ל"חז דברי בו נתקיים וכי' ה יד את היטיב מרגיש והוא, ל"זצוק מרן על בכבוד שלא
 .די לצרותיו יאמר ה"והקב

  הקבר על שנמצאים אחרי המנהג כ"שבד והסביר, שלא מרן וענה, נשים למנין לצרף אפשר האם, א"שליט מרן את שאל והמספר
 .קדיש לומר שיוכלו כדי גברים' י צריך לכן, לקדיש להצטרף יוכלו לא ונשים נ"לע קדיש כ"ואח תהילים פרק איזה שאומרים

  צריך אין אבל, מחילה ממנו שמבקשים אותו של, אביו בן המדויק השם את בדיוק לומר צריכים המחילה שבבקשת, עוד רבינו והורה
  בעלמא מציבה לשים מספיק מהדין כי, המציבה על לאדם שיש השמות כל את שרושמים הסיבות אחד שזה ואמר( הכבוד תארי לומר
 ).כראוי בתפילה שמו להזכיר שיוכלו כדי אביו ובן המלא שמו בדיוק שכותבים ומה
  ת רוחנח לנשמה שיש כידוע כי( מחילה לבקש אדם שבא הנאה איזה יש מרומים בגנזי ל"זצוק מרן לנשמת האם ל"הנ שאל עוד

 .למבקש רק היא והתועלת, שלא השיב מרן) הקבר מקום על כשמתפללים
 אדם שבין מעבירות ולהתרחק מרע סור להיות תמיד לזכור כדי, והסליחות הרחמים בחודש, זה מעשה לפרסם נזדמן לחינם לא כי ודומה

 .ושלמים מתוקנים להיות שנזכה ר"ויה, וכידוע הדיבור בחטאי ובפרט לחבירו
ת כ ר ב ת ב ב ם ש ו ל  ש

ק ח צ ף י ו ט ש ד ל ו  ג
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      
              
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    
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          
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

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
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        
              


             

              











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המשך בעמוד 3

הקדוש:  האלשיך  לשון  וזו  העולם? 
"הלא ייפלא, מה גדלה המצווה הזאת 

שעליה לבדה נברא העולם?"

תכלית הבריאה
כל  שאכן  הקדוש  האלשיך  ומבאר 
מעשי  למען  אלא  נברא  לא  העולם 
הוא  מהאדם  הנדרש  ועיקר  האדם, 
בחסדיו  ההכרה 
הכרת  כי  יתברך, 
הן  וההודיה  הטוב 
הבריאה!  כל  תכלית 
את  ברא  יתברך  ה' 
בני  בעבור  העולם  כל 
שלא  כדי  רק  האדם 
טובה  כפויי  יהיו 
הוא  כי  יכירו  אלא 
ויראו  הכול,  אדון 
והחסד  הטוב  כל  את 
אִתם,  שהבורא עושה 

ויחזיקו לו טובה ויהללוהו.

ביטוי  לידי  באה  ביכורים  ובמצוות 
ועוצם  כוחו  שלא  האדם  של  ההכרה 
ידו ולא יגִיעוֹ ועמָלוֹ עשו לו את החיל, 
אלא ה' יתברך ברחמיו ששמר על עם 
והוא  הארץ  אל  אותם  והביא  ישראל 
ומצמיח  גשם  ומוריד  רוחות  מביא 
ולכן מביא האדם  יבול הארץ,  כל  את 
נהנה מהשפע  "אינני  ביכורים כאומר: 
אני  אשר  עד  לבורא  השייך  הגדול 
שעשה  חסדיו  על  גדול  בקול  מכריז 
האלשיך  שם  ואומר  לו".  ומודה  אתנו 
ועיקר  גדול  "גדר  זהו  הטוב,  שהכרת 
בו  כי  הדת,  ועיקרי  ענייני  בכל  גדול 
כי  להכיר  אלוקים,  עבודת  כל  תלוי 
וכן  פעלו"  והגוף  יתברך  לו  הנשמה 

אומר: "בזה תלוי קיום כל התורה".

שהיה מצדיקי ודייני עיר הקודש צפת 
ורבינו  יוסף  הבית  מרן  של  דעה  בדור 
האר"י ז"ל, המכונה 'האלשיך הקדוש':
על מה כל הרעש? בשביל רימון ותאנה 
עושים  מדוע  ענבים?!  של  וקופסה 
עסק כה גדול מכמה פירות? ובלשונו: 
פחות  על  הזאת  החרדה  קול  "מה 
מדוע  קשה:  וכן  דינר?"  חצי  משווה 

בכלל לטלטל בן אדם 
במשך  הגולן  מרמת 
ברגל  משבוע  יותר 
בשווי  פירות  בשביל 
שקל?  עשרים  של 
הקדושה:  ובלשונו 
ההיא  החרדה  "כל 
אשר חרד הוא יתברך 
ביכורים  מצות  על 
איש  שיחרד  הזאת 
וילך  ומעירו  מביתו 
ענבים  באשכול  רגלי 

אחד ומן התאנים ומן הרימונים מעט 
מזעֵיר לא כביר..."

ומגדיל האלשיך את התמיהה: כידוע, 
"בראשית  במילים  פותחת  התורה 
את  חז"ל  ודורשים  אלוקים",  ברא 
המילה 'בראשית' שה' ברא את העולם 
הראשית  ומהי  ה'ראשית'.  בשביל 
שלמענה נברא העולם? חכמינו מונים 
'ראשית':  שנקראים  דברים  כמה 
ישראל  עם  ראשית,  נקראת  התורה 
נקראים ראשית, ועוד. ואומר המדרש 
הדברים  שאחד  פ"א(  רבה  )בראשית 
שבזכותם נברא העולם הוא הביכורים 
שגם הם נקראו 'ראשית', כמו שכתוב 
זה  פי  על  אדמתך".  ביכורי  "ראשית 
יש להתבונן: מה כל כך יסודי במצוות 
הביכורים עד שהיא התכלית לבריאת 

במצוות  פותחת  השבוע  פרשת 
הפירות  הם  הביכורים  הביכורים. 
באילן.  לצמוח  שהתחילו  הראשונים 
וכאשר  אותם,  מסמן  המטע  בעל 
לאכילה,  וראויים  בשלים  נעשים  הם 
לבית  אותם  ומעלה  אותם  קוטף  הוא 
לכהן  אותם  מוסר  הוא  ושם  המקדש, 
תוך כדי קריאת סיפור שלם של שבח 
הביכורים  במקרא  הוא.  ברוך  לקדוש 
את  מלווה  ה'  כיצד  היהודי  מפרט 
החל  ילדותו  משחר  עוד  ישראל  עם 
את  להעמיד  יעקב  של  מההתמודדות 
הרשע,  לבן  בבית  הקדושים  השבטים 
מצריים  וביציאת  בשעבוד  וההמשך 
לשבת  זוכה  היהודי  שבו  היום  ועד 
מפריה  ולאכול  ישראל  בארץ  בשלווה 
את  ה'  לפני  ולהביא  מטובה  ולשבוע 

ראשית עמלו.

שהבאת  באריכות  מתואר  במשנה 
גדול:  בעסק  נעשית  הייתה  הביכורים 
מתכנסים  היו  הביכורים  מביאי 
במרכז  וישנים  גדולות  בקבוצות 
העיר; הם היו מצפים קרניים של שור 
וכל  ירושלים  זית; שרי  ובעטרת  בזהב 
וכל  לקראתם  יוצאים  היו  חשוביה 
ומברכים  עומדים  היו  המלאכה  בעלי 
חליל  הנעימו  המעמד  כל  את  אותם; 
נושא את  וכל מיני זמר; כל אחד היה 
הסל בעצמו בין עשיר ובין עני ואפילו 
המלך אגריפס היה נושא את הסל על 
אותם  קיבלו  המקדש  ובבית  כתפו; 

הלוויים בשירה מיוחדת.

על מה כל הרעש?
שואל על כך רבינו משה אלשיך זיע"א, 

מפתח הברכות

בס"ד
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לשון חכמים תיטיב דעת
שם  דבריו  מתוך  המלוקטת  לשונו  וזו 

לענייננו:
להיטיב  חפץ  יתברך  חסדו  זה  "אמנם 
עולמו  להחשיב  מידינו  יבקש  ולא 
שנחזיק  רק  )שלנו(.  לנו  הוא  כאילו 
אדון  הוא  כי  ונכיר  טובה  יתברך  לו 
תמיד.  לנו  והמטיב  הטוב  והוא  הכול 
טעם  )וזה  יתברך...  לו  ונהלל  ונברך 
אינם  כי  יורו  למען  הביכורים(  מצוות 
שלו  הכול  כי  מכירים  רק  טובה  כפויי 
פרי  כל  ראשית  ומביאים  יתברך. 
זה כל מה שיבקש הוא  כי  דרך כבוד, 
הלא  כי  שברא,  מה  כל  על  יתברך 
האדם  בעבור  ברא  אשר  העולם  כל 
טובה  לו  יחזיק  למען  אם  כי  היה  לא 
ובזה  טובה,  כפוי  יהיה  ולא  ויהללנו 
כוונתו  עיקר  התורה...  כל  קיום  תלוי 
טובה  כפוי  ממידת  להרחיקנו  יתברך 
ולהביאנו אל גדר החזיק טובה כראוי, 
בכל  גדול  ועיקר  גדול  גדר  הוא  כי 
כל  תלוי  בו  כי  הדת,  ועיקרי  ענייני 
לו  הנשמה  כי  להכיר  אלוקים  עבודת 
לו  עבדים  וכולנו  פעלו,  והגוף  יתברך 
לנו  מקנה  הוא  זה  ושבשכר  יתברך, 
הארץ למורשה, ואם לאו, הארץ תיעזב 

מהם..."

לראות  בפנים  שם  לעיין  וצריכים 
והמתוקים,  הנפלאים  דבריו  כל  את 
רבים  ודיוקים  שאלות  שואל  שכדרכו 
בפסוקים ומסביר את כל מהלך פרשת 
הביכורים ומתרץ את כל השאלות על 

פי יסוד זה.

ושמחת בכל הטוב
הקדוש,  האלשיך  אומר  ולמעשה, 
להכיר  הנהנין,  ברכות  כל  כוונת  זו 
ילד  שכל  כמו  לה'  שייך  שהכול  בכך 
כוונת  שזו  הוא  לענייננו  והנוגע  יודע. 
הביכורים וזו תכלית הבריאה והיצירה. 
לנו  אין  הרבים  שבעוונות  ובדורנו 
כך  כל  מצווה  שהיא  ביכורים  מצוות 
חשובה ויקרה, נוכל לקיים את תכלית 
בברכות  התחזקות  ידי  על  המצווה 
הנהנין בכוונה ובהודיה לה' על כל פרט 

בחיים.

שאנו  האלשיך  מדברי  מובן  אבל 
מביא  כי  מזה.  יותר  להרבה  נדרשים 

כל  מה  על 
הרעש? בשביל רימון 
וקופסה  ותאנה 
מדוע  ענבים?!  של 
עושים עסק כה גדול 

מכמה פירות? 

Chut Shel Chessed
R’ Shalom Arush

(Hebrew)

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARSHAS CHAYEI SARA 
 
 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION OR TRAIN TO RESTRAIN 

The Constitution declares that all people of the United States are guaranteed the freedom of 
expression. Does that mean that since we possess this freedom we should impulsively express 
whatever we feel, wherever we are, and whenever we want? The Kotzker Rebbe said Not 
everything that one thinks of he should say, not everything one says he should write, and not 
everything one writes he should print. Just because one finds a published book it does not 
necessarily mean it is true or appropriate worth spending the time and energy reading it.   

The English word expression and its concept do not exist in Lashon Hakodesh. Express means 
fast moving, like an express lane, without pause. In Torah and Mussar the opposite is taught 
and embraced. One must think very well before one talks, emotes, or acts, lest it could be 
damaging to you and to others. Torah Hashkafa is the antithesis of our Cultural Express. We 
are disciplined in self control, and learned not to just blurt words out of our mouths with a 
knee jerk reaction, or “Just to do it” as our culture fosters and prescribes under the banner of 
“do as you please conduct”. 

The passuk in our Parsha saysויבא אברהם לספד לשרה ולבכתה   Avraham came to eulogize Sara 
and to cry for her. The Torah writes the word ולבכתה with a small letter chuff. Why? Rabbi 
Shimshon Rafael Hirsch comments that the word ויבוא connotes coming into a private place. 
Avraham did not emote publicly with grief, but rather with self control he held the sorrow 
and pain in his heart. The small chuff alludes to this fact that it wasn’t expressed mostly on 
the outside but rather withheld inside. 

The great and famous sage Hillel had eighty most distinguished disciples; thirty of them were 
said to be worthy to enjoy the Divine Presence as Moshe Rabbeinu did; another thirty were 
said to be great enough to have stopped the sun in its path as Yehoshua did; the remaining 
twenty were "in the middle" The greatest of all of Hillel's disciples was Yonasan ben Uzziel; 
the smallest among them was Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, who was familiar with all the 
hidden secrets of the holy Torah. Chazal say on Yonasan Ben Uziel, when he would learn 
Torah, the fire that he emitted from his learning would burn up a bird that flew directly over 
his head. The Kotzker  Rebbe asked if this is what occurred to Hillel’s talmid while he learned, 
what happened to the Rebbe himself in the same scenario?  The Kotzker answered “Nothing 
would happen”. For the greater the person the more self control he possesses.  

 

Rav Brazil
(English)
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עזרה לחגי תשרי

יד  הושטת  מחייבים  המתקרבים  תשרי  חגי 
עוזרת למשפחות הנזקקות. בתי חב"ד ברחבי 
להענקת  מיוחדת  בהיערכות  פותחים  הארץ 
סיוע וחלוקת מצרכי מזון למשפחות האלה. 
חשוב להקדים ולתרום בעין יפה, כדי לאפשר 
לספק לכל משפחה את צורכי החג הדרושים.

סדנת שופרות
לקראת פתיחת שנת הלימודים הכינו צעירי 
מיוחדת  תכנית  התלמידים  בעבור  חב"ד 
שופרות.  סדנת  שבמרכזה  אלול,  לחודש 
ייצור  תהליך  את  חווים  הילדים  בסדנה 
איל  קרן  כיצד  עיניהם  במו  ורואים  השופר, 
מצוות  את  מקיימים  שבו  לשופר,  נהפכת 
לילדים  מנחילה  גם  הסדנה  שופר.  תקיעת 
אלול,  חודש  של  ומשמעויותיו  תכניו  את 
חודש ההכנה לימים הנוראים. את הסדנאות 

מפעילים בתי חב"ד ברחבי הארץ.

מסע 'התקשרות'
מסע  עוד  מקיימת  התקשרות  עמותת 
באוקראינה.  החסידות  מייסדי  ציוני  אל 
מלאים  ימים  ארבעה  מבטיחים  המארגנים 
ואירוח  והתוועדויות,  שיעורים  בתפילה, 
קרומבי  ברלה  הרב  בהדרכת  גבוהה,  ברמה 
זמיר.  דניאל  הסקסופון  אמן  ובליווי 
ט"ז־י"ט  שני־חמישי  בימים  יהיה  המסע 
בטל'  והרשמה  פרטים  )27־30.8(.  באלול 

9302030־03.

יש חדש פגישה עם המלך בבגדי החולין
בימים האלה בורא העולם בא לקראתנו ופוגש אותנו כפי שאנחנו. גם 
אם נשמותינו מכוסות אבק מטרדות היום־יום. גם אם איננו מושלמים

לחודש ה נכנסנו  שבוע 
התשו חודש  ־אלול, 

בה והרחמים. תקיעת 
מבית  בוקעת  כבר  השופר 
הכנסת ומזכירה כי עוד שנה 
בעוד  וכי  לסיומה,  מתקרבת 
שבועות מספר נתייצב לפני 
בימים  המלכים  מלכי  מלך 

הנוראים.

ימי אלול הם זמן של חשבון 
חרטה  עצמית,  בדיקה  נפש, 
היו  לא  שאולי  דברים  על 
החלטות  קבלת  כתיקנם, 
מטבע  לעתיד.  טובות 
בעניינים  העיסוק  הדברים, 

האלה משרה עלינו רצינות וכובד ראש, ועל זה 
נוספת אימת ימי הדין המתקרבים.

באור  אלול  חודש  את  מאירה  החסידות  ואולם 
חדש. אלה ימים של אהבה גדולה ושל התקרבות 
עצומה מצד בורא העולם אלינו. ביטוי לכך ניתן 
שניאור־ רבי  של  בשדה',  'המלך  הידוע  במשל 

בספרו  חב"ד(,  חסידות  )מייסד  מלאדי  זלמן 
'ליקוטי תורה'. 

המלך מאיר פנים
אל  שיוצא  למלך  זה  חודש  בימי  נמשל  הקב"ה 
השדה ומניח לכל החפץ בכך לגשת אליו ולהביע 
לפניו את כל משאלותיו. בימים כתיקונם קשה 
להיות  עליו  המלך.  אל  להגיע  הפשוט  לאזרח 
בעל סגולות מיוחדות כדי שהמלך ייאות להיפגש 
עמו. ואולם יש זמנים שבהם המלך יוצא אל העם, 
אל השדה הפתוח. שם אין הוא מוקף סוללה של 
דבר  אין  שם  לשכה.  ומנהלי  פקידים  מזכירים, 
החוצץ בינו ובין האזרח הקטן. כל הרוצה יכול 

לגשת אליו ולשטוח את בקשותיו.

במשל הזה יש עוד פרט חשוב — כל ימות השנה 
גם אם ניתנת לאדם הזדמנות לפגוש את המלך, 
הוא נדרש להתלבש בבגדים המתאימים וללמוד 
המלכות.  בארמון  הנהוגים  הנימוס  כללי  את 
לעומת זה, כאשר המלך יוצא לשדה, הוא פוגש 
את בני העם כפי שהם — בבגדי עבודה, מאובקים 

ומיוזעים, מחוספסים ועממיים.

בא  העולם  בורא  בימים האלה  אלול.  חודש  זה 
לקראתנו ופוגש אותנו כפי שאנחנו. גם אם אין 
לנו 'בגדים' מתאימים )תורה ומעשים טובים(. גם 
היום־יום.  מטרדות  אבק  מכוסות  נשמותינו  אם 

גם אם איננו מושלמים ומלאים מגרעות.

ורבי שניאור־זלמן מוסיף שהמלך מקבל את כל 
פנים שוחקות  ומראה  יפות  פנים  הבאים בסבר 
לכולם. לא דיי שהוא מקשיב לבקשות בני העם, 
הוא גם ממלא אותן מתוך שמחה ומאור פנים. 
מידות  שלוש־עשרה  את  עלינו  מאיר  הבורא 

הרחמים, ולכן אלה ימי אהבה יקרים מפז.

הלב מרגיש
היא  הבורא  מצד  זו  עצומה  להתגלות  הביטוי 
ההתעוררות האופפת אותנו בימי אלול. נשמתנו 
חשה את ה'מלך' הנמצא ב'שדה'. בלב כל יהודי, 
יהיה מי שיהיה ויהיו מעשיו אשר יהיו, מורגשת 
הוא  תמיד  לא  אלול.  בימי  מסוימת  התעוררות 
מוּדע למשמעותה; לא תמיד הוא יודע להפנותה 
שצריך  מרגיש  הוא  אבל  הנכונים.  לכיוונים 
להשתנות, להשתפר; הוא חש כמיהה לדבר מה 

רוחני, עליון.

אל  לצאת   — לעשות  שעלינו  אחד  דבר  רק  יש 
המלך, לפנות אליו, לפתוח את הלב. וכשנעשה 
כן ודאי נזכה לכתיבה וחתימה טובה לשנה טובה 

ומתוקה.

זמני השבוע

צעירי אגודת חב"ד 

כל הלב לכל אחד שיחת השבוע
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מאת מנחם כהן 

גבריאל  שנה.  ושתיים  עשרים  לפני  קרה  זה 
שבדרום,  שפירא  מרכז  תושב  גלאם,  )גבי( 
אימו,  קיבל את ההודעה המעציבה על פטירת 
השבעה.  לימי  מתארגנים  איך  להבין  וניסה 
מהיכן מביאים כיסאות נמוכים ליושבים שבעה 
וכיסאות למנחמים, איך מקימים אוהל אבלים, 

ומניין ישיג סידורים וספרי תהילים? 

מצא  ההלוויה  סידורי  והכנת  הכאב  כל  בתוך 
תשובות  ומקבל  לחברים,  מטלפן  עצמו  את 
שהנקודה  לו  התברר  למשל  כך  מתסכלות. 
הקרובה ביותר אליו להשגת כיסאות ושולחנות 
יום  להקים  ההחלטה  גמלה  בליבו  ביבנה.  היא 
מהם  ויחסוך  לאבלים  מענה  שייתן  גמ"ח  אחד 

לפחות טירדה זו. 

רגישות מול המשפחות
ישתחרר   )61( גבריאל  שנים.  שבע  יחלפו 
את  ליישם  יחליט  ואז  בצה"ל,  קבע  משירות 
קנה  שלו  המעשר  בכספי  שקיבל.  ההחלטה 
על  לחבריו  והודיע  ניידים,  ושולחנות  כיסאות 
על  השמועה  אבלים.  למשפחות  גמ"ח  הקמת 
גבר.  והביקוש  לאוזן  מפה  עברה  גלאם'  'גמ"ח 
הוא  נוכחתי עד כמה  הגמ"ח  "מייד עם הקמת 
חיובי", משחזר גבריאל. "אני לא שואל שאלות, 
כדי  לבוא  לאן  לפונים  מסביר  אני  כול  וקודם 
אני  אבל  תקופת  שעבר  כמי  הציוד.  את  לקבל 

מוּדע לרגישות מול בני המשפחות". 

"זרם  במהירות.  תאוצה  לצבור  החל  המיזם 
של  כמויות  מהר  לקנות  אותי  הביא  הבקשות 
ציוד", הוא מספר. "לצד עוד כיסאות ושולחנות 
לחורף,  חימום  עמודי  אוהלים,  מזרנים,  קניתי 
פלטות חימום, מקררים, מקפיאים ועוד, וכמובן 
בבני  נעזר  הוא  תהילים".  וספרי  סידורים 
משפחה וחברים שתרמו מכספם לקניית הציוד. 

מ'שבעה' לאירועי שמחה
גדול  במחסן  המאופסן  הגמ"ח,  של  הציוד 
מבאר־שבע  ושוב  הלוך  נוסע  שפירא,  במרכז 
מעט  לא  במחסן  מבלה  גבריאל  חדרה.  ועד 
מסדר יומו. "הציוד דורש תחזוקה קבועה", הוא 
ומתַחזק את  בציוד שנשבר  "אני מטפל  מספר. 
קרוב  ברשותו  יש  כיום  שמתבלים".  הפריטים 
לאלפיים כיסאות, ורוב הזמן הם נמצאים בבתי 

אבלים, וכך האוהלים.

"חלק מהציוד שלנו משמש גם לאירועי הכנסת 
ספר תורה, וכך אנחנו מלווים את המשפחות גם 
באירועי שמחה", הוא אומר. הוא מגלה שבימי 
לציבור  וציוד  מזרנים  סיפק  קטיף  גוש  גירוש 

שבא לחזק את התושבים. 

"שכר? בעולם הבא"
בכולל  לומד  גבי  פעילות.  שעות  אין  לגמ"ח 
זמין.  תמיד  שלו  הטלפון  אבל  הבוקר,  בשעות 

בלילה  באחת־עשרה  נפטר  אדם  "לפעמים 
וממהרים לקיים את ההלוויה. אני מקבל שיחת 
למשפחה,  ציוד  להעביר  נערך  ומייד  טלפון 

לקראת יום השבעה שמתחיל למחרת".

הגמ"ח:  בפיתוח  ממוקדות  גבי  של  שאיפותיו 
עוד  לקנות  שאיפה  לי  הייתה  האחרונה  "בעת 
השם  וברוך  שולחנות,  וארבעים  כיסאות  אלף 
הדבר בוצע. יש משפחות מעוטות יכולת שאין 
אני  הציוד.  את  ולקחת  לבוא  האפשרות  להן 
אליהן.  הציוד  את  שיסיע  לנהג  מכספי  משלם 
אני לא מצפה לתודה ולא לשכר. זה מיזם לשם 

שמים. שכר יש בעולם הבא". 

כתובת של חסד בשעה הקשה

חסד של אמת. גבריאל גלאם במחסן

עקירת עץ פרי
פרי  עץ  בעקירת  איסור  יש  האם  שאלה: 
שהזקין, אם הכוונה היא לנטוע במקומו עץ 

פרי צעיר?

"לא  כ,יט(:  )דברים  בתורה  נאמר  תשובה: 
תשחית את עצה". זו מצוות לא־תעשה, האוסרת 
בדרך השחתה. אבל מותר  אילן מאכל  לקצוץ 
המזיק  מאכל  אילן  כגון  תיקון,  לצורך  לעוקרו 
מקומו  אם  או  ממנו,  טובים  אחרים,  לאילנות 

נחוץ לשימושים אחרים. 

שאינם  פירות,  מעט  מניב  העץ  אם  כמו־כן 
והטירחה  החזקתו  הוצאות  את  מצדיקים 
הדבר  אם  ובפרט  לעוקרו,  מותר   — בטיפוחו 

נעשה כדי לנטוע עץ צעיר במקומו.

אם אין מדובר בחקלאי המגדל מטע לפרנסתו, 
אלא באדם רגיל המגדל עצי פרי בגינתו, רצוי 

להקנות את העץ לגוי )כגון בקניין כסף( ושהגוי 
יקצוץ אותו.

עצי  נבטים של  שאלה: האם מותר לעקור 
פרי שצמחו בחצר מאליהם?

תשובה: אין הבדל אם העץ ניטע בידי אדם או 
מעצמם,  שהשתרשו  מענף  או  מגרעין  שצמח 
נבט  ואם שלא לרצונו. כל  אם ברצון הבעלים 
כזה יש לו דין של אילן מאכל לכל דבר, וגם אם 
הוא עדיין רך וטרם הניב פרי — אסור לעוקרו 

אלא בתנאים האמורים.

מ"י,  פ"ד  שביעית  בפיה"מ  רמב"ם  צא,ב.  ב"ק  מקורות: 
הרב  )מהדורת  חסידים  ספר  ה"ח.  פ"ו  מלכים  ובהל' 
מרגליות(, צוואת ר' יהודה החסיד אות מה. שו"ע אדה"ז 
)במהדורה  ואילך  סי"ד  ונפש  גוף  שמירת  הל'  חו"מ 
ל־לא.  עמ'  ח"ד  מנחם  שלחן  קמו(.  עמ'  ח"ו  החדשה 

שמירת הגוף והנפש סי' רנ ס"ה־ט, וש"נ.

ום'
הי

אל 
שר

ר 'י
עבו

ץ, 
פר

ה 
וד

יה
ם: 

ילו
צ

חיים יהודיים

מאת הרב יוסף גינזבורג, רב אזורי, עומר פינת ההלכה

שנה טובה עם...

סדרו לעצמכם
שנה דבש!

"
בדיקת תפילין ומזוזות

מעת  לבדיקה  זקוקות  ומזוזות  תפילין 
לעת. גם אם הן היו כשרות למהדרין בעת 

קנייתן, הן עלולות להיפגע במרוצת הזמן.

מושפע  והוא  אורגני,  חומר  הוא  הקלף 
הסת"ם  אותיות  ולחות.  קור  חום,  מתנאי 
עלולות להיסדק או להימחק, והדבר פוסל 

את התפילין והמזוזות.

והמזוזות בימי  נהוג לבדוק את התפילין 
חודש אלול, כהכנה לשנה החדשה.

מושג ברגע

 למחלקת המוֹדעוֹת )בלבד( של 'שיחת השבוע':
m3166532@gmail.com : טל' 3166532־053, דוא"ל

מצאת בור 
נפט?!

למה לבזבז כספים על
ביטוחים כפולים?

בודקים עכשיו את תיק הביטוח
למניעת כפל ביטוחים וחוסכים תשלומים מיותרים!

ת!
ללא עלו

ת! ו ב י י ח ת ה א 

ל
בדיקה חינם!ל

077-444-7777
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Sichat Hashavua
(Hebrew)

קונטרס שבועי לאנ"ש חסידי חב"ד לחיזוק ההתקשרות
לכ"ק אדמו"ר רבי מנחם מענדל בהרה"ק רלו"י מליובאוויטש

זצוקללה"ה נבג"מ זי"ע

ב"ה • ערב שבת־קודש פרשת נצבים • כ"ז באלול התשע"ח

א'רנט

שיחות • אגרות • פניני חסידות לפרשת־השבוע
 • הלכות, מנהגים וטעמיהם • ניצוצות • זמנים

כאשר הרבי שולח שלוחים ודורש להתמסר לעבודה של הפצת היהדות, 
צריכים  הן אמת שבודאי  ישנם החושבים:   - וכו'  תורת החסידות  הפצת 

לקיים את השליחות, אבל אעפ"כ, מהי המהירות?
אפשר לעשות זאת ברגע שלאח"ז...

יהודים  אותם  של  תורה"  גופי  "רוב  של  שהקיום  לדעת  צריכים  ובכן, 
הנמצאים בהמקום שאליו נשלח, תלוי בהשליחות שלו!

...כוונת השליחות ששולח הרבי היא - בשביל הזולת, כדי להציל את אותם 
נשמות של בני ישראל שנמצאים במקום שליחותו, ולכן, אי אפשר לדחות 
את קיום השליחות, שהרי ברגע זה עלול יהודי לפרש  את ענין האמונה וכו' 

באופן הפכי, ושוב לא תהי' אפשרות ח"ו להציל אותו!
(משיחת ש"פ קדושים תשכ"ה - תורת מנחם כרך מג עמ' 278)

לזכות
אנשי החסד הדגולים

הרה"ח ר' אברהם משה דייטש והרה"ח ר' גבריאל גופין שיחיו
ולע"נ האחים הרה"ח ר' זלמן יודא ור' יוסף יצחק,

בני הרה"ח ר' שלום ישעי' ע"ה דייטש

אי אפשר לדחות את השליחות!
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‘From supervision to deed’ - 'מהשגחה למעשה'  
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: Before beginning the study of 
the section of hashgacha pratis in the sefer ‘Shomer Emunim’, 
they invited me to speak to the young men of Toldos Aharon 
as a preparation to study. 
The day after the sichah I sat and learned at the set shiur with 
my grandchildren. At the end of the shiur we were told that a 
family member was in the hospital and the condition was 
serious. We immediately arranged to say Tehillim for his 
recovery, but we realized that we were only nine men and if 
we had one more man, we would have a minyan. I asked one 
of my grandsons to go down and see if someone was passing 
by who would be able to join us to say Tehillim since saying 
Tehillim with ten is incomparable to saying it without a 
minyan.  
In the street beneath the house, my grandson saw a 
chasidishe man walking quickly. My grandson turned to him 
and said: “Grandfather needs a tenth to say Tehillim, perhaps 
you can join us for a few minutes?’ 
He replied that he was in a big hurry, but if this would take 
just for a few minutes he would do this chesed, and so he 
came upstairs and joined us to say Tehillim. After a few 
minutes, we ended and I turned to him to bless him. He then 
said that he was on the way to Me’ah Shearim to immerse in a 
mikvah as a segulah that his wife should have an easy delivery 
as she is in the hospital. I immediately suggested that he use 
my mikvah instead of running to Me’ah Shearim. 
The man was very touched and he said that he thought that 
he was doing a chesed when he came up for a few minutes 
and now he sees that he is getting more than he gave and he 
was saving precious time. 
After immersing he said that yesterday he had attended the 
sichah that I gave on hashgacha pratis and he wondered to 
himself if perhaps these stories of hashgacha were only a 
special segulah and they did not really happen to everybody… 
and now he sees that everyone is surrounded by unlimited 
hashgachos, one just has to stop and consider and give thanks 
to Hashem!!! 

Moreinu HaRav shlit”a 
 

Righteous Judgment – משפט צדק 
When we read in the Torah the directive to the judges 
 and they shall judge‘ – 'ושפטו את העם משפט צדק' (16:18)
the people with righteous judgment’, usually, we say to 
ourselves, ‘This posuk does not apply to me so much, I am 
not a judge and I am not involved in judgment’. But the 
truth of the matter is, this is not so. Each one of us is a 
judge. How is this possible?? 
A young man related that during vacation, he traveled 
with his family to Europe to visit the graves of Tzaddikim. 
He spent Shabbos in a place where many Jews were close 
the grave of one of the great Tzaddikim. He relates that on 
Shabbos he saw a young man who he recognized from his 
community, and he noticed that the young man was not 
wearing Shabbos clothes in the custom of their 
congregation. In his heart he resented the young man, 
‘Couldn’t he have taken Shabbos clothes with him even 
when he was in a foreign country?’ Of course, he did not 
say anything to him. The next day he again met the young 
man and they began a conversation. During the course of 
their conversation the young man told him that his whole 
family’s suitcases did not arrive with them on the flight 
and so, the whole family did not have their nice clothing! 
‘Just then I was filled with immense shame, how I didn’t 
even try to judge him favorably!’ 
This is what we were referring to. In truth, no one 
appointed me to be a judge, but the reality is that all day 
long we judge people right and left, right and wrong. 
Rashi explains the first posuk of our parsha ‘This teaches 
us that we establish judges for each and every tribe 
separately and in each and every city.’ Although, based on 
the size of the city no more than one judge is needed, still, 
since people descend from several tribes, they must 
establish judges from every tribe in the city. The reason 
for this is: In order to judge another person, the judge 
must be aware of the mental state of the one being 
judged. Similarly, Chazal have stated (Avos 2:5) ‘Do not 
judge your fellow until you have reached his place’, and 
this is what Chazal are telling us, that we are all judges, 
and just as we want HaKadosh Baruch Hu to judge us 
favorably on this fast approaching Yom HaDin [Judgment 
Day], so too it is incumbent on us to judge everyone 
favorably. 

- Tiv HaToarh - Shoftim 
 

420.324 

Shoftim 
5778 
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דברי חיזוק והתעוררות

דברי חיזוק והתעוררות
בעניני שובבי"ם ועוד

שנשא הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א
לפני בחורי חמד

דברי התעוררות לתשעת הימים

תשעת הימים זה זמן שצריך להתעורר בתשובה, ויש לי 
עברו  שנים  כמה  ושנה  שנה  בכל  כתוב  שבו  לוח  כאן 
מחורבן הבית, והשנה הוא 1,950 שנה! וכבר אמרו חז"ל 
(ירושלמי יומא פ"א ה"א) כל דור שלא נבנה בית המקדש 
בימיו כאילו נחרב בימיו, וצריך מאד מאד להתעורר מזה, 
ולהרגיש שזה כאילו ממש נחרב השנה! גם בשבת קודש 
קוראים הפטרות ובהם דברים חריפים וקשים, יש דברים 

של אבילות שנוהגים גם בשבת.

והאזיני  שמים  "שמעו  כתוב:  ב-ג)  א  (ישעיה  בהפטרה 
ארץ כי ה' דבר, בנים גדלתי ורוממתי והם פשעו בי. ידע 
לא  עמי  ידע  לא  ישראל  בעליו,  אבוס  וחמור  קנהו  שור 
אומר  היה  הישיבה  ראש  אם  לעצמינו  ונדמיין  התבונן". 
לאחד מן התלמידים שהוא 'חמור', הלא היינו מזדעזעים, 
וכאן הנביא שכל דבריו אמת בתכלית, אומר שבני ישראל 
יותר  והם  להכעיס,  שעשו  היא  שהכוונה  בי"  "פשעו 
גרועים מן החמור... ומוסר זה אנו קוראים בשבת עצמה, 
וחייבים אנו להתבונן בזה, וכדברי הפסוק "שמעו שמים 
והאזיני ארץ", ואם לא מתבוננים, גם אדם שמתפלל כל 
יום, ולומד תורה ועושה מצוות, אם אינו מתבונן, הרי גרוע 
המקדש  לבית  היום  מצפה  שהוא  מי  החמור.  מן  הוא 
ולקרבנות? הגה"צ רבי זונדל קרויזר זצ"ל אמר לי, שלא 

הפסיד מימיו ואפילו פעם אחת מלומר קרבנות.

ואין מגהצים,  ואין מכבסים  רוחצים  אין  הימים  בתשעת 
וכל זה בשביל מה? בשביל שנזכור ונרגיש את האבילות! 
הוי  שום  היה  לא  לשו"ע  זה?  על  חושב  מישהו  האם 
אמינא להחליף בגדים בתשעת הימים, האם ל"ע על אב 

מיני  כל  מוצאים  וכיו"ב?!  בגדים  מחליפים  שנפטר 
היתרים. ומיד לאחר ט' באב יוצאים לחופש, כאילו שלפני 
רגע לא היה ט' באב, זה איום ונורא, איך אפשר להסתובב 
בכל המקומות כאשר האדם יודע שאין לאבא שלו בית 
עד  תשובה  ועושה  בוכה  האדם  באלול  ורק  בו.  לשכון 
מוצאי יוה"כ... וחוזר להרגלו! ומה עם שאר ימות השנה, 
יעקב  רבי  היעב"ץ  גרמא?!  שהזמן  עשה  מצות  זו  וכי 
שלא  זה  חטא  אלא  לנו  היה  לא  שאם  אמר,  עמדין 

התאבלנו על המקדש, היה די בזה שלא נצא מן הגלות.

נעליהם  חולצים  המלמדים  היו  ילדים  היינו  כשאנחנו 
ואומרים עם הילדים 'תיקון חצות', בזוה"ק איתא שבבין 
ביום.  גם  לומר  יש  בלילה,  חצות  תיקון  מלבד  המצרים, 
הבעל התניא פסק ששתי שעות קודם חצות כבר אפשר 
ר'  הגה"צ  של  נינו  שהוא  נכד  לי  יש  חצות.  תיקון  לומר 
זונדל קרויזר זצ"ל, וסיפר שבכל יום ויום הוא עושה תיקון 
חצות, וגם בשנותיו האחרונות שמאד היה קשה לו, היה 

יושב על כסא קטן ואומר תיקון חצות.

בברכת המזון נוהגים לכסות את הסכין (שו"ע או"ח סי' קפ 
רבינו  בשם  טעם  יא)  (ס"ק  ברורה  המשנה  והביא  ס"ה), 
שמחה, לפי שפעם אחד הגיע אחד לברכת בונה ירושלים 
לסלקו  נהגו  וע"כ  בבטנו,  סכין  ותקע  הבית  חורבן  ונזכר 
בשעת ברכה. מזה יש ללמוד איך פעם שכשהיו מברכים 
יכולים  ברכת המזון היו חושבים על חורבן הבית, ולאן היו 

להגיע, ואיפה אנחנו היום? היום אנו לא חושבים כלום.

יראה  משה'  'זכרון  הכנסת  לבית  שיבא  אדם  יום,  בכל 
אביו  על  בצער  ומספר  אדם  נעמד  התפילה  שלאחר 
ואין לו פת  ילדיו  החולה, או על אביו שעומד לחתן את 

והוא מבקש את עזרת הקהל. כל אדם  וכו',  וכו'  לאכול 
עיסוקיו  את  להפסיק  צריך  בצרה,  אביו  שכאשר  מבין 
ללא  נשאר  לו. אבינו שבשמים  לעזור  זמנו  ולפנות את 
בית, יש לו רק כותל אחד! האם מישהו דואג לו? מישהו 
חושב בכלל?! אני חושב שיש לתלות שלט גדול על אבני 
על  כביכול  טענות  לו  שיש  שמי  כתוב  יהיה  ובו  הכותל, 
הקב"ה שיבא לכאן ויתבונן שאינו חש על כבוד השכינה 
צרת  על  רק  ודואג  וחושב  בית,  לה  ואין  בגלות  שהיא 

עצמו.

נגר  שהיה  פעם,  של  פשוט  יהודי  שהיה  זיידע,  לי  היה 
(carpenter), ואמר כאשר יבא המשיח אני יקדיש כשנה 
אחת בשביל לבנות בחנם. האם גם אנחנו חושבים ליתן 
ולא  יבא  שמשיח  לנו,  שיתנו  רוצים  רק  אנחנו  משהו? 
תשלומי  כגון  למדינה  חובתינו  את  לשלם  נצטרך 
'כי  אומרים  אנו  בתפילה   ...(mortgage) 'משכנתא' 
בעבור  היא  כשכוונתינו   – היום'  כל  קוינו  לישועתך 
השכינה שהיא בגלות, ואין אנו אומרים 'לישועתינו' שהיא 
אנו  שגרועים  ואומר  הנביא  צווח  ולכן  עצמינו,  לתועלת 

מחמורים.

החפץ חיים אמר עה"פ (מלאכי ג א) "פתאום יבא", צריך 
להתכונן ולהכין את עצמינו קודם שיבא המשיח פתאום. 
חז"ל אומרים (תענית ל:) כל מי שאינו מתאבל על בית 
המקדש לא יזכה לראות בשמחתה, והעיר 'ביתר' נחרבה 

משום זה.

על  יושב  כשהוא  רבו  את  אחד  חסיד  ראה  אחת  פעם 
הרצפה ובוכה, שאלו מה קרה? השיב לו רבו שהוא רוצה 
ושאלו  רבו  והוסיף  המקדש.  לבית  לירושלים  לבא 
לו  השיב  לירושלים.  לבא  אינך חפץ  וכי אתה  בתמיהה, 
החסיד שהוא צריך לשאול את אשתו על כך, והלך ושאל 
את אשתו, ואמרה שיש לנו בית גדול ולא חסר לנו כלום! 
כל  ויבנה המקדש  יבא  ידי שמשיח  רבו, שעל  לו  השיב 
הגויים יסתלקו מכאן. חזר לאשתו ואמר לה זאת, אמרה 
כאן....  נשאר  ואנו  לירושלים  יבואו  שהגויים  לה  שעדיף 

רבותי !!! אנו נמצאים כמעט במצב כזה!

כתוב (ירמיה ל יז) "קראו לך ציון היא דרש אין לה", ואמרו 
(ר"ה ל.) מכלל דבעיא דרישה. באים לכותל ומתפללים 
כל אחד על הצרה שלו, האם מישהו מתפלל גם על צער 
השכינה והגלות? צריך לומר את ה'קינות' בכוונה ראויה, 
זה  ימים...  שבוע  לקחת  צריך  זה  ולהתבונן,  להבין 

מהראשונים.

בו כמה  ולמדו  בירושלים  כשנפתח הבית ספר הראשון 

שעות לימודי חול, ועמד בראשו יהודי חרדי, יצא הגה"ק 
במלחמת  ירושלים,  של  רבה  זוננפעלד  חיים  יוסף  רבי 
והרי  מדוע,  המנהל  אותו  ושאל  כנגדו.  ממש  חרמה 
לומדים שם לימודי קודש וכו', אמר להם, אני שולח ילד 
לחיידר כמו מאה שערים ועץ חיים ששם מחנכים מה זה 
חורבן הבית ושצריך לומר 'תיקון חצות', אבל בבית ספר 
הזה, הילדים לא יגיעו לדברים אלו. יש כיום חיידר שלנו 
בעיר 'בית שמש' שבימי בין המצרים, אומרים עם הילדים 
בכל יום 'תיקון חצות'. אבל הציבור הכללי כבר איבד את 

הרגש, וזה נורא ואיום.

סיפר הר"ר מנחם פרוש ז"ל, שפעם בהיותו בן י"א שנה, 
ישן אצל סבא שלו, והנה באמצע הלילה הוא רואה אותו 
יושב על הארץ ונר דולק בידו ובוכה, שאל ר' מנחם את 
סבו מה קרה? אמר לו בקול חזק 'אתה לא יודע שבית 
המקדש נשרף'? מיד יצא ר' מנחם מחוץ לבית ועלה על 
סולם גבוה הפונה לכיוון הכותל המערבי לראות אם הר 

הבית עולה בלהבות אש....

וכולם  לחופה,  מתחת  כוס  שוברים  הנישואין  בשמחת 
נותנים אפר מקלה על ראש החתן,  'מזל טוב',  אומרים 
אומרים על 'נהרות בבל', וכל זה כדי להעלות את חורבן 

ירושלים בעת שמחה, וצריך להתבונן בזה.

תשעה באב זה זמן של תשובה מאהבה, ביוה"כ זה זמן 
של תשובה מיראה, כי הוא רוצה שנה טובה, ולכן עושה 
תשובה, וזה בבחינת שלא לשמה. אבל עכשיו זה זמן של 
למדרגות  זה  ידי  על  לבא  ואפשר  מאהבה,  תשובה 

גבוהות מאד.

דברי חיזוק לתפילה

עוד כתוב בהפטרה (שם פסוק י): "שמעו דבר ה' קציני 
אומר  הוא  וכן  עמורה",  עם  אלקינו  תורת  האזינו  סדום 
(פסוק יב) "מי בקש זאת מידכם רמס חצרי", וכיום 'חצרי' 
היינו בתי כנסיות. הקב"ה אינו רוצה שנבא לבתי כנסיות! 

דברים נוראים מאד, והמתבונן בזה חיל ורעדה יאחזו.

הרמב"ן כותב, שעיקר בריאת העולם הוא כדי שיהיו בו 
בתי כנסיות להודות להקב"ה, ולמעשה אנו באים לבית 
בדיעבד,  ועושים הכל  חובה,  ידי  כדי לצאת  רק  הכנסת 
מקשיבים  אין  במנין,  בקושי  התפילה,  את  מאחרים 
כתינוק  בורחים  כבר  התפילה  ובסוף  הש"ץ,  לחזרת 
הבורח מבית הספר, ועל זה אומר הקב"ה "מי בקש זאת 
את  הקרבנות,  כנגד  הם  התפילות  חצרי".  רמס  מידכם 

מהקב"ה  לבקש  יכול  אדם  ואיך  לאשי,  לחמי  קרבני 
פרנסה, בזמן שלקב"ה בעצמו אין מה לאכול, אין לו את 
הקרבנות שהם 'לחמי לאשי'. בשו"ע כתוב שאדם צריך 
להיפך,  שעושים  יש  והיום  קדיש,  לשמוע  כדי  לרוץ 
כשמגיע זמן אמירת קדיש רצים לצאת מבית הכנסת... 
אם היה בידי הייתי סוגר את בתי כנסיות, עושים ליצנות 
קריה  לזונה  היתה  איכה  רח"ל,  ה'  חילול  זה  מהקב"ה, 

נאמנה. 

הסטייפעלער זצ"ל היה אומר, שפעם היו אומרים תרי"ג 
מודים  אנו  בעיות...  תרי"ג  אומרים  רח"ל  והיום  מצוות, 
להקב"ה על שבחר בנו מכל העמים ונתן לנו את התורה, 
הקב"ה רצה לזכות את ישראל לפיכך הרבה להם תורה 

ומצוות, התורה והמצוות הם זכות לנו, ולא 'כפיה דתית'.

אנשים  כאלו  יש  לשבח'  'עלינו  אומרים  שהציבור  בזמן 
שכבר הולכים להם, עושים את 'עלינו לשבח' כ'תפילת 
הדרך'... ובשל"ה ובמטה משה ועוד ספרים כתוב [הובא 
במשנה ברורה סי' קלב סק"ח], שיש לומר עלינו לשבח 
באימה ביראה ברתת ובזיע, כי כל צבא השמים שומעים, 
והקב"ה עם פמליא שלו עומדים, וכולם עונים ואומרים 

אשרי העם שככה לו אשרי העם וכו'.

ב'תפארת  אלישיב  הרב  אצל  התפללתי  שנה   45 לפני 
היה  האחרון,  הקדיש  לאחר  התפילה  ובסיום  בחורים', 
פרקי  כמה  וקורא  תרגום'  ואחד  מקרא  'שנים  אומר 
תהלים, ואח"כ חלץ את התפילין. היום כשמתפללים עם 
והש"ץ  הלחש,  תפילת  את  סיימו  אנשים  ועשרה  מנין, 
דופקים  כבר  הש"ץ,  בחזרת  מתחיל  ואינו  ממתין  עדיין 
את  לסיים  כבר  ורוצים  יתחיל...  שכבר  אותו  ומזרזים 
התפילה. מה יקרה אם ימתין עוד קצת, ויהיו עוד אנשים 
שיספיקו לענות אמן וקדושה! הלא בזה מראים להקב"ה 
שאין רוצים להתפלל, רוצים להפטר מזה, ובשם הגר"א 
איתא שגדול מעלת חזרת הש"ץ מהתפילה עצמה. כל 
ההיתר לדלג מפרקי 'פסוקי דזמרא' הוא רק אם אין עוד 

בית הכנסת בעיר, אבל אם יש אין לזה שום היתר. 

יחשב  שלא  אמן  עונה  שאדם  שבשעה  בשו"ע,  איתא 
התפילין.  את  יחלוץ  שלא  קדיש  ובאמצע  תורה,  בדברי 
בכוונה  שלא  תפילה  שעל  אמר,  מואלאז'ין  חיים  רבינו 
[למעט ברכת אבות] יש לו ללמד זכות, אבל על עניית 
אמן ללא כוונה, אין לו לימוד זכות. שאפילו לחשוב בדברי 
תורה אסור. ועל מה שרבים אומרים שכולם עושים כך, 

אמר פעם החפץ חיים, שבגיהנם יש מקום לכולם...

האדם צריך לקבוע לו זמן ללמוד הלכות תפילה, לדעת 

לעבור  ושאסור  מתפלל,  אתה  מי  לפני  תפילה,  זה  מה 
ונעמד  התפילה  באמצע  שבא  ומי  המתפלל,  לפני 
לשמונה עשרה באמצע בית הכנסת, הרי הוא מכשיל את 
הרבים שעוברים לפני המתפלל. היום כל צורת התפילה 
היא בדיעבד! עמוד התורה חזק מאד, עמוד החסד חזק 
מכל  למטה  התפילה,  שהיא  העבודה  עמוד  אבל  מאד, 
ביקורת! כדאי מאד ללמוד יסוד ושורש העבודה, זה יתן 
חשק ווארימקאייט [-חמימות] לתפילה. הגה"צ ר' זונדל 
קרויזר זצ"ל, היה כל יום לומד יסוד ושורש העבודה [ועוד 

כמה ספרי מוסר].

החזו"א  בשם  לי  אמר  זצ"ל  קרויזר  זונדל  רבי  הגה"צ 
מיגיעתו  יותר  היא  בתפילה  שיגיעתו  עצמו,  על  שאמר 
בתורה, ע"כ. פעם בא אלי יהודי אחד שהתפלל שמו"ע, 
או  למוסף  או  שחרית  לתפילת  היה  זה  אם  זוכר  ואינו 

למנחה... כך נראית התפילה? כך מדברים עם מלך?

הגאון רבי משה שמואל שפירא זצ"ל ראש ישיבת 'באר 
יעקב' היה אומר, שג"פ ביום קודם כל תפילה הוא משנן 
את דברי המסילת ישרים (פרק יט) שהאדם צריך לקיים 
את  להמחיש  מאד  קשה  וזה  תמיד',  לנגדי  ה'  'שויתי 
בפרט  התבוננות,  קצת  ידי  על  בתפילה  אבל  הדבר, 
כאשר אתה אומר 'ברוך אתה ה'' ומצייר שהקב"ה עומד 

לפניך, אז אפשר להשיג הרבה.

דברי חיזוק לבין הזמנים

למנחה,  מנין  היה שם  ולא  בחיפה,  היה פעם  זצ"ל  אבי 
ונסע עד לעיר נתניה כדי להתפלל תפילת מנחה בציבור. 
למקומות שאין שם  לנסע  החופש  בימי  היתר  אין שום 
ולברר  מראש  לדאוג  וצריך  ביחידות,  ולהתפלל  מנינים 
ולא  העינים,  שמירת  על  להזהר  מאד  צריך  וגם  זאת. 
טוב,  היותר  הצד  על  שם  הכל  שלא  למקומות  נוסעים 
ויש לנו שו"ע!  אשרי האיש אשר לא הלך... אנו יהודים! 
בנטילת  בחג הסוכות  רק  יהודי חרד  להיות  לא מספיק 
השנה.  כל  כך  להיות  צריכים  מהודרים,  ולולב  אתרוג 
החזו"א אמר שכל דבר שהוא עושה הוא מתחשב עם כל 
ד' חלקי השו"ע. א"ב ראשי תיבות אלול בא, יש דין ויש 

דיין!

שלאחר  וסיפר  מארה"ב,  שבא  אחד  יהודי  אצלי  היה 
יוכל  שלא  התבונן  הטיסה  כרטיס  את  קנה  שכבר 
להתפלל בציבור, והחליף את הכרטיס, וזה עלה לו 800 

דולר לכל כרטיס, וביחד זה עלה 1600 דולר. 

שנשא בביתו הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א

בעניני חורבן הבית, חיזוק בתפילה, והדרכה לימי בין הזמנים
ליל ה' פר' דברים – חזון תשע"ח ירושלים עיה"ק תובב"א
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דברי חיזוק והתעוררות
שנשא הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א

יקפיד כל אחד ללמוד תורה בימי בין הזמנים, הן ביום 
והן בלילה, צריך לקבוע סדרים ללימוד. והסטייפעלער 
בבין  היה  שלו  השטייגען  שעיקר  אומר,  היה  זצ"ל 
צריך  אחד  וכל  הלכות,  ללימוד  ראוי  זה  זמן  הזמנים. 
לדעת בעל פה את הספר קיצור שו"ע [וכמובן שמשנה 
קיצור  לפחות  ולכן  אריכות,  בו  יש  אבל  עדיף,  ברורה 
האדם  את  מונע  ההלכות  לימוד  אדם],  חיי  או  שו"ע, 
הוא  יכול  ההלכות  יודע  אינו  שאם  עבירות,  מלעבור 
לעבור על עבירות רבות שאין להם מספר, האדם צריך 

להיות קרוב להר סיני.

בא אלי יהודי אחד בערב סוכות והראה לי את האתרוג 
ואז  ושוב,  שוב  ושאל  כשר.  שהוא  לו  ואמרתי  שלו, 
לא  שלך,  התפילה  כמו  היה  האתרוג  שאם  לו  אמרתי 
היית מברך עליו. מדוע התפילה שלך אינה כדבעי, ורק 
פעם אחת בשנה אתה צריך אתרוג מהודר... והלה תלה 
שהרב  לו  והשיב  מבריסק,  הרב  נוהג  גם  שכך  עצמו 
מבריסק זצ"ל היה מקפיד כך על כל הלכה והלכה, ולא 

רק על אתרוג ולולב!

פעם הייתי בדרך עם משפחתי ולא היה מלח, ואמרתי 
להם שלא נוטלים את הידים לאכילה עד שיהיה מלח, 
והתעכבה האכילה שעתיים... ופעם אחת באתי לאיזה 
מקום אם ילדי וכבר שילמתי על זה, ושוב התגלה שיש 
איזה בעיה של צניעות, אמרתי לילדי, לא נכנסים לכאן! 
כשאסור אז אסור, וצריך לעשות את זה בשמחה! צריך 
לדעת, שכמו בתאונת דרכים אפשר לאבד את החיים 
ואסור, אפשר ברגע אחד  ברגע אחד, כך בדבר פסול 
לאבד את החיים הרוחניים, וזה בכלל לא פשוט. איתא 
לסעודה אלא  נכנסים  היו  לא  ירושלים  בחז"ל שאנשי 
יושב עמהם, אי אפשר להיות בכל מקום  ידעו מי  אם 

שרוצים, צריכים לבדוק אם המקום כשר או לא.
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Parshas Toldos 

Yaacov and Eisav and the Idea of Tzadik - Connecting to Chanukah 

Rosh Chodesh Kislev is here – and the month of Kislev – which follows Chesbon - is the month that 
contains the bulk of Chanukah.  

Let’s first see what Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l expresses about Eisav and Yaakov. As usual, we 
learn some new ways of seeing the world from him. Then, let’s explore their deep connection to 
Chanukah. 

Eisav was red-cheeked, which is a sign of radiant health. He was also hairy. Hair on a new born, Rav 
Hirsch says, indicates that that there is sufficient life force to allow for the growth of something that 
usually come later. Therefore, Eisav was called by those who were present at the birth “finished”, 
“made” from the word Asah.  

Yitzchak is the one who called Yaakov his name. The twins were almost identical, but one was more 
outward, more filled with personality, while one of the meanings of the word Yaakov is “he will come 
behind”. He allows Eisav to be first, but follows at his heels. He is weaker, but will - unexpectedly - fi-
nally be born first. Ekev means to follow unexpectedly. Ekev also describes an unexpected result – 
hence, it also means a reward - that one has not earned. Therefore, it ALSO indicates outwitting 
someone. Here is another example of the incredible brilliance and power and descriptive ability of the 
Holy Language of Hebrew. 

Chanukah was an instance of unexpected reward, both in Ruchniyus and in Gashmiyus. 

Aisov had a power to sell anyone, especially himself. He sold his birthright, because he had sold 
himself the idea - despite learning the opposite from his grandfather Avraham and his father Yitzchak 
- that eternity does not exist. The Greeks thought the same way. He lived only for the moment, not to 
create eternal moments, like his grandfather Avraham did.  

The Torah tells us that Aisov was a hunter of external things and people. He could have used that 
power to hunt inside. He chose not to. He was not willing to work on himself to become beholden to a 
bigger system. 

That is where they differed, these twins. Yaakov felt that he was lowly. His name is spelled Yud - 
Ekev, which literally means: you shall be like a heel (Ekev also means heel). In this parsha, he dug 
wells, on a physical level, as well as on a spiritual level, and worked on himself endlessly, like his 
father Yitzchak and his grandfather Avraham. He gave Tzedakah, for Hashem.  

Aisov tried to convince his father by asking about maaser that he also gave Tzedakah, for Hashem. 
The Shem MiShmuel comments on Rashi’s point that Aisov was trying to convince his father that he 
was studying the laws of Tzedakah by asking his father Yitzchak about tithing salt. Aisov’s attempt to 
convey Tzedek - that he was a Tzadik - was deceptive, since salt represents the secondary, and not 
the essence. 

Yaakov looked inward, based on a greater system than his own thought. He studied for fourteen years 
at a Yeshiva run by Noach’s son Shem and Ever. He never stopped learning or staying in the house of 
learning. The first letters of the Torah’s expression describing him - Eish Tam Yoshav Ohalim - add up 
to the value of the word Bayis.  

Rav Hirsch compares the word Tziad, hunter, to Sod, secret. Just like a Sod means keeping a secret 
plan until the time comes for its execution, a Tziad does the same, except has more difficulties to  
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zechos avos – with the merit of your holy forefathers, Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, so that 
even if you lack merit, through their zechus your prayers may be answered. He gives a moshol 
to illustrate this idea: Yaakov’s inheritance and portion is known as Yaakov chevel nachaloso. A 
chevel also means a rope or cord. If we tie ourselves to the avos, binding ourselves tightly to 
the chain of their dynasty that links us, we can use this rope to achieve our goals. Just as 
someone down below who grasps the end of the rope and shakes it causes the top of the rope 
to respond to his movement below, so do we shake and move the higher world through our 
bond to the Avos (see Shela HaKodosh, Toldos Odom Bais Hashem Bais Dovid #16). Even if I am 
lowly, I am still a member of the family of Klal Yisrael and through my lineage I have the 
power to use my prayers to awaken all the heavenly worlds, so that Hashem should answer 
my tefillos, giving Him nachas. 

The second piece of advice is to remember that we all carry within ourselves a divine 
portion – the neshoma – a chelek Eloka mimaal – a G-dly portion from above. When I daven, I am 
reattaching my neshoma to its origin, reconnecting myself to the source. This alone is good 
reason for me to be allowed to approach Hashem in prayer, just as in each word we utter 
many letters, bringing them together to form words, and each word we say comes from 
various parts of the mouth (the Sefer Yetzira teaches us how the mouth, teeth, tongue, throat 
and lips form the five groups of sounds of speech which are the guttural, lingual, labial and 
dental). Who has the power to connect all these disparate sources and bind them into one 
force of tefilla? Is it not my holy neshoma that gives me the power to daven and bind all these as 
one? This too should give us the push to feel we can and should pray. 

The third and final piece of advice is to remind ourselves of the words of Chazal (Berochos 
7a) that Hashem Himself davens as well. Furthermore, the Sages said (Zohar III 232a) that the 
Shechina spoke through Moshe. Likewise, Hashem, as it were, speaks through us, clothing 
Himself in our mouths when we daven. Although I may feel small, insignificant and 
unworthy to daven before Hashem, when Hashem in His great mercy and kindness witnesses 
that we hesitate, He clothes Himself within our mouths and davens with us, side by side. 

Let us explain how the Ropshitzer rereads these pieces of advice in our Parsha: Yehuda 
stands for tefilla. In Bereishis 29:35 we learn that he was named Yehuda because his mother 
said, “This time I will thank Hashem.” Thus, we see that his name indicates thanksgiving and 
praise. Yehuda also contains the four-letter Shem Havaya as well as an additional dalet. The 
dalet stands for deleis leih migarmei kelum, an Aramaic phrase that means “I myself am 
nothing”. When a person reaches such a state of humility as represented by the dalet, whose 
literal meaning is “poor”, he thanks Hashem because he realizes that without Hashem he is 
nothing. This is why Chazal say that kol haneshoma tehallel Kah – the soul praises Hashem for 
each and every breath – al kol neshima uneshima (Bereishis Rabba 14:9). The humble person 
realizes that everything he receives is a gift from above and that he is nothing without 
Hashem. This is what the dalet in Yehuda symbolizes – poor, humble thanksgiving to Hashem. 

Let us now reread our pasuk:  

The initials of Vayigash eilov Yehuda – “And Yehuda approached him” –– are alef, yud and 
vov – ayo – “from where?” This is the question we must ask ourselves when we step forward 
to approach Hashem in tefilla – from where do I seek to find the merit to have my prayers 
answered? I know I have past misdeeds; from where do I draw the zechus to daven to 
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Hashem? From where do I know that Hashem will stand close by me and answer me when I 
call to Him? Our pasuk hints at the three pieces of advice above: Vayigash eilov Yehuda – the 
final letters shin, vov and hei form the word sheva. These three letters represent the three Avos, 
Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, in whose merit we ask Hashem to answer us even if we are 
unworthy: The hei was added to Avrohom Avinu’s name, changing it from Avrom to 
Avrohom. The shin replaced the tzadi in Yitzchok’s name when he is called Yischok (see 
Tehillim 105:9). The vov is added to Yaakov’s name, spelling it out completely as Yaakov. 
Thus, sheva reminds us to use zechus avos.  

The pasuk continues, Bi adoni – “Please, my master”, alluding to the second piece of advice, 
remembering that we have a G-dly portion within us that we reconnect to the source; bi adoni 
– “Hashem is within me!” This knowledge gives me the right to daven and to be answered. The 
pasuk continues, Adoni sho’al es avodov – “My master asked of his servants” – this alludes to 
the Master, Hashem, making requests in prayer alongside us, His servants. This is the third 
and final piece of advice. Sho’al also means “lend”; Hashem “lends” us His divine portion, the 
soul, and, using this neshoma, we daven.  

The heilige Ropshitzer also tells us that sheva has the same gematria as the name of the 
healing angel – the Maloch Refoel (shin = 300 + vov = 6 + hei = 5 = 311) = (reish = 200 + pei = 80 
+ alef = 1 + lamed = 30 = 311) 

This teaches us that the merit of the Avos alluded to by the sheva (as we explained) draws 
down healing and refua. Refua itself contains and includes all manner of salvation. This is 
proven by the fact that even though usually a Maloch only has one shelichus (Bereishis Rabba 
50:2), when the Maloch healed Avrohom Avinu, he also saved Lot. This, says the Ropshitzer, 
proves that healing includes all other forms of help and salvation. Since sheva equals Refoel – 
the zechus avos draws down healing as well as all other forms of aid. 

May the zechus of the Avos draw down refuos, yeshuos and hatzola for all of Klal Yisrael, 
Amen! 

n 

Story 
The Zechus Avos of  the Ropshitzer 
 

How the Ropshitzer eventually became a talmid of Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk 

The following tradition was related by Rav Avigdor, the Av Beis Din of Novo Sanz, 
who heard it from his grandfather, the Divrei Chaim: 

When the two Tzaddikim, Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk, and his brother, Rebbe Reb 
Zusha of Hanipoli, were wandering together in self-imposed exile, they suffered extreme 
deprivation, going from place to place like beggars, sleeping on benches in the Bais Medrash, 
often fasting for lack of food, simultaneously loving and drawing their fellow Yidden to 
teshuva, Ahavas Hashem and Ahavas Yisrael wherever their holy feet led them. This journey 
served as a kappora for all Klal Yisrael, as well as to perfect themselves, and lasted some nine 
years. Toward the end of their travels they ended up in Linsk for Shabbos. 

The Rav of Linsk was the renowned Gaon, Rav Mendel Linsker, the father of Rav 
Naftoli Ropshitzer. The two holy brothers came dressed in rags and tatters, and this is how 
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they appeared in the Bais Medrash of the Linsker Rav. No one took any notice of them all 
Shabbos long. No one invited them to partake of a Friday night meal and they were reduced to 
eating whatever crumbs of bread they carried in their packs. The same scenario repeated itself 
Shabbos day and at Sholosh Seudos, when they drew close to hear the Divrei Torah. They 
thought it was strange that no one took any notice or invited them at all and wondered at this 
fact even as they drew close on Motzo’ei Shabbos to hear the berocha of Havdola and recite borei 
me’orei ho’aish on the candle. 

It was then that the young lad Naftoli laughed at them and poked fun, calling them 
silly names. “Ha! Ha!! Meleich – Freilich, and Zisha – Kishya!!!”  

His father, Rav Mendel Linsker, turned to the two holy brothers and remarked, “You 
think I don’t recognize you or know who you are? If I had wandered in self-imposed exile as 
long as you two, my face would look better and more radiant than yours! You would do 
better to rectify the world by eating more than by fasting!”  

He gave them three coins for charity and sent them on their way. When they examined 
the coins, they discovered them to be three silver francs, a princely sum indeed. They were 
worried that this was a mistake, but Rebbe Reb Zusha exclaimed, “Wait, the Rav told us to 
serve Hashem by eating. Let’s see if this money is enough to purchase all the food we need, 
then we can give back the change; if not, we will know it’s no mistake.” They spent an 
additional year this way in golus and when they again stopped in Linsk, the Rav snapped his 
fingers and said, “Now you have succeeded in fulfilling my intentions!” 

Later, the Rebbe Elimelech became well known as a great Tzaddik and Rebbe. When the 
Linsker Rav passed away, his son Rav Naftoli wanted to travel to Rebbe Reb Elimelech and 
study under him and become his talmid. He was deterred, however, by the memory of how he 
had poked fun at the Tzaddikim as a young boy. Nonetheless, after some hesitation, Rav 
Naftoli decided to approach Rebbe Reb Elimelech, ask his forgiveness and to ask the Rebbe to 
accept him as a talmid. 

The Rebbe Reb Elimelech had the ability to know from Wednesday on who would be 
his upcoming guests for Shabbos. As soon as Rebbe Reb Melech felt that Rav Naftoli was 
traveling to Lizhensk for Shabbos he warned his gabbo’im and his shamash, “When the 
Ropshitzer arrives, do not let him into my rooms without my express permission!”  

When Rav Naftoli arrived in Lizhensk, the shamash came straight to Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech to report on his arrival. When Rav Naftoli approached the threshold, Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech stopped him from entering through the doorway, and declared, “Here comes the 
son of that murderer!” and he slammed the door in his face, barring his entry. At that 
moment the Ropshitzer fainted. 

Rebbe Reb Elimelech gave him some brandy to revive him and sent him on his way. 
The Ropshitzer took the remaining brandy with him and went to the Bais Medrash. There he 
found a throng of Chassidim in heated discussion about an upcoming simcha, a wedding to 
take place that evening between two orphans. The problem was that the chosson lacked a tallis 
as his gift and there were no drinks or food to be had! The chasuna was in danger of being 
canceled. 

When Rav Naftoli heard this news, he went into town and, since he was from a 
wealthy family, he had no trouble borrowing some money and purchasing other goods on 



5 � Vayigash / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

credit. Quickly he bought all the missing items: a new tallis for the chosson and food and 
drinks for the wedding feast! Soon the chosson and kalla were brought in and the Ropshitzer 
set a lavish banquet before them. Then he got up and stood himself on the table in front of all 
assembled and he began to recite badchonus – grammen, rhymes, jokes and all manner of witty 
and clever songs and dances to bring cheer to the crowd and a smile to the lips of the chosson 
and kalla! Everyone was overjoyed and there was great simcha!  

(The sefer Ayala Shelucha describes one of the gematrias that Rav Naftoli employed 
during his badchonus, how he blessed the couple that their union should be beautiful and 
good – der zivug zol oleh yafeh.) 

Meanwhile, Rebbe Reb Elimelech was expecting Rav Naftoli to come back, but after 
waiting he told his shamash that he had no choice but to daven Maariv, even though he could 
see it would not be successful. He then said that he would eat supper, but delayed in favor of 
reciting Tikkun Chatzos, mourning the destruction of the Bais HaMikdosh. However, this tefilla 
too was unsuccessful and Rebbe Reb Elimelech was left dissatisfied with his unsuccessful 
attempts at Maariv and Tikkun Chatzos. The Rebbe was downcast and he reasoned that if both 
his Maariv and Chatzos had failed, perhaps he was guilty of some wrongdoing.  

“There is a chasuna tonight; perhaps boys and girls are engaged in mixed dancing or 
some other sinful behavior and I need to protest,” he reasoned. “Please go and see if anything 
improper is going on and report back to me,” asked the Rebbe of his shamash.  

Meanwhile, the Ropshitzer had dressed up as a hunchback and used flax to make 
himself a long, silly beard, and he stood disguised on the table engaged in badchonus, rhymes, 
jokes, dancing, and playacting. The shamash did not recognize him, but Rav Naftoli 
recognized the shamash all right! He jumped off the table, grabbed the shamash and began to 
dance with him until the shamash felt all his bones mending and straightening out. The 
shamash felt a great spiritual bliss and was drawn in, mesmerized by the performance, 
standing transfixed with no desire to go back.  

Seeing that the shamash had left and not returned, Rebbe Reb Elimelech decided, “I 
must go myself and see what needs to be done!” When the shamash saw Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
approaching from afar, he quickly ran out to him and said, “Please, Rebbe, don’t go in there. 
It’s not honorable for your stature – there is some crazy lunatic in there who grabs random 
newcomers and dances with them on and on. Surely he will grab you too, Rebbe! Also, there is 
no improper behavior at the chasuna itself. Hearing these words, the Rebbe turned to go back 
home. 

In the morning, the Ropshitzer barged through Rebbe Reb Elimelech’s door and asked, 
“So, Rebbe, how was your Chatzos last night?”  

“Naftultshe, how do you know about my chatzos?” countered Rebbe Reb Elimelech.  

The Ropshitzer answered, “We were together on high; they forbade Your Honor to 
enter, yet I was allowed access. The reason I was given a pass to enter is because I made 
everyone happy at the chasuna and in shomayim they did not want your mournful Chatzos to 
disrupt the simcha of the wedding.” (Gan Hadasim p. 7–10) 

n n n 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Saved Through the Zechus of Studying the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Approximately fifty years ago there was a Jew whose roots were firmly entrenched in 
Husyatiner Chassidus. His parents and grandparents had all been ardent Chassidim and 
followers of the Rebbe, but new and strange winds of change were blowing across Europe, 
sweeping away many a young person with secular Zionism, Socialism, Communism, Bundism 
and many other man-made philosophies that promised a redemption from the filthy, infested 
ghettos of oppression in Europe into the enlightened world! 

Our protagonist was also swept away by these winds of change and he left his roots and 
traditions behind, as he made his way to Palestine to work the land, building a new life full of 
promise! How disappointed he was to discover that dreams and promises were one thing and 
reality was something else. Eventually, he began to reabsorb his heritage and love for his 
family’s traditions, embracing religious life once again. One Husyatiner tradition that he 
became especially attached to was the weekly study of the holy sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
on the Parsha as his father had done before him each Shabbos. 

Once, when he was very sick, he fainted and left his earthly body behind, as his soul 
soared to the supernal realms. There, he reached the heavenly court and recognized that he 
was standing before two judges – the Dayonim of the Bais Din Shel Ma’ala. Also present was 
the prosecution – the angels of kitrug – waiting to seal the judgment against him. Just then, 
the third judge entered, the Av Bais Din, the head of the court, and he sat down between the 
other two Dayonim, asking them emphatically, “Has this Jew fulfilled his allotted time on 
Earth? Has he lived out his life and is it time for him to leave the world and come here?”  

Without waiting for a response, he continued, “Why should he not continue to live his 
life out? Does he not study the sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh on the weekly Parsha each 
Shabbos?! We should let him continue his studies in the sefer…” Immediately, he was released 
and removed from that heavenly chamber and with that, he awoke, healthy, once again in this 
world. 

About two weeks later, he met the Rebbe, Rav Yisrael of Husyatin, who was walking 
flanked by two Chassidim who were escorting him. Immediately, our protagonist recognized 
the Rebbe’s face: here was the Av Bais Din who had sent him back to life, healthy, in the 
zechus of his weekly study of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh!” The Rebbe approached him and 
blessed him with arichus yomim veshonim tovos – many long, healthy, happy years, with 
berocha and hatzlocha! (Shivchei Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh p. 21) 

n n 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

The Ohr HaChaim asks an obvious question: All the time that Yosef was alive in 
Mitzrayim, his father Yaakov thought him dead, mourned for him and suffered (see Bereishis 
45:26). What was the reason that Yosef refrained from contacting Yaakov? Why didn’t his 
father’s suffering and anguish move him to reveal that he was alive in Egypt? 

This is how the Ohr HaChaim builds the question: While Yosef was enslaved we can 
rest assured that he was either unable to contact his father or that he tried but failed to do so. 
But once he was appointed as viceroy to Pharaoh we may question why he never wrote to 
Yaakov any letter to lessen his father’s anguish and suffering. Furthermore, during the years 
of famine, when there was constant traffic between Canaan and Mitzrayim, he could have 
contacted Yaakov. Once he met his brothers and recognized them, and discovered that his 
father was alive, he could have sent word to his father immediately! Who allowed Yosef to 
prolong Yaakov’s mourning and wait so long before revealing that he was alive? 

The Ohr HaChaim gives several answers to this question: 

Truly Hashem’s ways are many and varied, and He decreed that these events must 
unfold in this way. Because Yaakov himself spent twenty-two years away from his own father 
Yitzchok and was unable to honor him, he was repaid with twenty-two years of pain and 
suffering. Additionally, Hashem had decreed two hundred and ten years of exile, yet Yaakov 
had to descend with great wealth and honor. All these prophetic decrees would not have been 
fulfilled had Yaakov descended to Egypt sooner. However, these explanations are divine 
reasons why the scenario had to play out the way it did; they do not actually explain or justify 
Yosef’s own actions.  

The Ohr HaChaim justifies Yosef’s behavior as praiseworthy. First, he says that Yosef 
feared for his life from his brothers. The Ohr HaChaim explains that as soon as Yosef was 
exiled in Egypt, he could not contact Yaakov because he feared that his brothers would 
discover his whereabouts. They had already attempted to take his life and had sold him into 
slavery. The brothers’ embarrassment at their actions against Yosef would be very great and 
Yosef feared their revenge. Yosef was worried that if he contacted Yaakov and his brothers 
discovered that he was alive they would track him down and attempt to finish him off! He also 
feared that Yaakov might curse his brothers and they would die, and that perhaps they would 
try to kill him before any of that occurred.  

After he was released from prison and rose to a high-ranking position as viceroy, he 
was no longer concerned that he would be killed. He then held back from contacting his father 
for a different reason. Chazal say (Bova Metzia 59a), “Better that someone should fling 
himself into a fiery furnace than embarrass his friend publicly.” Yosef applied this dictum to 
himself and worried lest he embarrass his brothers before Yaakov, Yitzchok and any other 
members of his family. Perhaps he also still feared that they would attempt to kill him even 
now when he was viceroy; the Medrash Tanchuma says that the Maloch Gavriel had to scatter 
them to forestall their plot to harm Yosef. Yosef might have feared them even after the famine 
brought them to Egypt, until after he fed them and befriended them once more. But after 
showing them his mercy and love he was no longer afraid that they would harm him. All this 
was revealed to be Hashem’s way of running the world, arranging events through hashgocha 
protis so that they unfolded to fit the Master Plan. Then they no longer bore him any malice or 
grudge. This also removed any feelings of shame or embarrassment before Yaakov because 
everyone could clearly see the hand of Hashem in the way that history unfolded. Still, the 
Tanchuma tells us that Hashem needed to send a Maloch to save Yosef. We also could not 
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expect Yosef to rely on this Maloch who saved him before to save him again now, because we 
may not rely on miracles to save us. For these reasons, Yosef is blameless in not having 
contacted Yaakov. 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � מִ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ מְ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� רָ ל 
 

____________ יק דִ צַ הַ / י תִ רָ י מוֹ מִ אִ / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&מְ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ דְ י מַ ינִ רֵ הַ  
 ְ�רַחֲמִי1 ֶ�ְ	קֵַ�ל, אֲבותֵֹינ& יקֵ וֵא/ אֶ/קֵינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � מִ צוֹ י רָ הִ יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ הְ יִ ה וְ ְ�מַע3ֲֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�דִי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�מַחַָ�בָה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��נִי הַטובֹ מַע3ֲֶה 2ָל &בְרָצוֹ�
/ י מִ אִ / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ רָ פְ �ִ &, לאֵ רָ 3ְ יִ  -מְ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&מְ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ הְ ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י רָ הִ יְ . ____________יק דִ צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 


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Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Teves

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 7th of Teves ~ Begins Friday Night
� Rav Moshe Dovid Walli (Vally; Vali) (1697

Padua, Italy, he practiced as a physician in Padova. When the 

Italy, Rav Moshe Dovid was appointed head of his academy in Padua. Also known as the 

Rama”d Vali, he wrote a commentary on 

Shemos; Avodas HaKodesh

Devorim), Nach and Likkutim

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch, son of the 

� Rav Rephoel Shlomo Laniado

progenitor, Rav Shmuel, the Laniado family was among the most famous and well 

established in the Syrian city of Chaleb. Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado was a prolific writer, 

and is well known for several 

Shlomo, Lechem Shlomo and 

� Rav Mordechai Yosef Leiner

founder of the Chassidic Court at Izhbitz, after leading a group of 

of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. Born in Tomashov, Poland, in 1800, he was a 

childhood friend of Rav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern, later to become the Kotzker 

Rebbe, and they studied together in the school of the 

of Peshis’cha. His sefer Mei HaShilo’ach

Radziner Chassidus. Among his 

Leibel Eiger, (5615/1854); 

� Rav Sholom Yosef Friedman

the first Rebbe of Husyatin, Rav Mordechai Shraga (the youngest son of the Rizhiner 

Rebbe, who had moved to Husyatin in 1865 and was 

Rav Moshe of Boyan-Cracow (“Reb Moshenyu”), (5640/1879);

� Rav Yosef Elyashiyov. Born in the former Soviet Union to Rav Tzion, who was killed by 

the authorities for his efforts to promote Judaism, he moved from Samarkand to Tashkent 

after marrying; there, he and his wife raised their seven children. While living in Tashkent 

he had to spend seven years away from home 

underground religious activity and three years hiding from the KGB, who had him under 

surveillance for his activities to promote Judaism. In 1971, he managed to secure an exit

visa and left his home and his family, traveling to 

Tzion institutions in 1980, naming them after his father. He then started a 

goal of drawing avreichim 

Bukharan immigrants. Today, a total of 4,500 students, from kindergartners to 

study at Shaarei Tzion institutions, (5768/2007).

� 8th of Teves ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos
� Rav Yosef Dov HaKohen

Williamsburg as the Menahel

is still remembered by many. He was 
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day Night (Dec 14th) 
(Vally; Vali) (1697–1777). The foremost talmid

Padua, Italy, he practiced as a physician in Padova. When the Ramchal was forced to leave 

Italy, Rav Moshe Dovid was appointed head of his academy in Padua. Also known as the 

, he wrote a commentary on Chumash (Ohr Olam on Bereishis

Avodas HaKodesh on Vayikra; Shivtei Kah on Bamidbar; Mishneh

Likkutim, (5538/1777); 

, son of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5540/1779); 

Rav Rephoel Shlomo Laniado (1740–1793). Originating from Spain through their 

progenitor, Rav Shmuel, the Laniado family was among the most famous and well 

established in the Syrian city of Chaleb. Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado was a prolific writer, 

and is well known for several halachic works: HaMaalos LeShlomo

and Kisei Shlomo, (5554/1793); 

Rav Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izhbitz (1800–1854 [1878, according to 

Court at Izhbitz, after leading a group of talmidim

em Mendel of Kotzk. Born in Tomashov, Poland, in 1800, he was a 

childhood friend of Rav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern, later to become the Kotzker 

, and they studied together in the school of the Chassidic Master, Rav Simcha Bunim 

er Mei HaShilo’ach, is considered a fundamental work of Izhbitz and 

. Among his talmidim were Rav Tzodok HaKohen 

 

Rav Sholom Yosef Friedman of Husyatin (1879 [1851, according to Yated

of Husyatin, Rav Mordechai Shraga (the youngest son of the Rizhiner 

, who had moved to Husyatin in 1865 and was niftar in 1894. He was the father of 

Cracow (“Reb Moshenyu”), (5640/1879); 

. Born in the former Soviet Union to Rav Tzion, who was killed by 

the authorities for his efforts to promote Judaism, he moved from Samarkand to Tashkent 

after marrying; there, he and his wife raised their seven children. While living in Tashkent 

had to spend seven years away from home — four years in custody on suspicion of 

underground religious activity and three years hiding from the KGB, who had him under 

surveillance for his activities to promote Judaism. In 1971, he managed to secure an exit

visa and left his home and his family, traveling to Eretz Yisrael. He opened the first 

institutions in 1980, naming them after his father. He then started a 

 from Bukharan families, as well as a school in Kiryat Ono for 

Bukharan immigrants. Today, a total of 4,500 students, from kindergartners to 

institutions, (5768/2007). 

ai Shabbos (Dec 15th) 
HaKohen Lieberman. Rav Lieberman was a well

Menahel of Torah Vodaas and Tzeilemer Yeshivos. His 

is still remembered by many. He was niftar at the age of ninety-four in 1986 after delivering 

Z 

www.anshe.org 

talmid of the Ramchal in 
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established in the Syrian city of Chaleb. Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado was a prolific writer, 

HaMaalos LeShlomo, Bais Dino Shel 

1854 [1878, according to Yated 2007]), 

talmidim from the court 

em Mendel of Kotzk. Born in Tomashov, Poland, in 1800, he was a 

childhood friend of Rav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern, later to become the Kotzker 

Master, Rav Simcha Bunim 

, is considered a fundamental work of Izhbitz and 

 MiLublin and Rav 

Yated 2007]). Son of 

of Husyatin, Rav Mordechai Shraga (the youngest son of the Rizhiner 

in 1894. He was the father of 

. Born in the former Soviet Union to Rav Tzion, who was killed by 

the authorities for his efforts to promote Judaism, he moved from Samarkand to Tashkent 

after marrying; there, he and his wife raised their seven children. While living in Tashkent 

four years in custody on suspicion of 

underground religious activity and three years hiding from the KGB, who had him under 

surveillance for his activities to promote Judaism. In 1971, he managed to secure an exit 

Yisrael. He opened the first Shaarei 

institutions in 1980, naming them after his father. He then started a kollel, with the 

ol in Kiryat Ono for 

Bukharan immigrants. Today, a total of 4,500 students, from kindergartners to avreichim, 

. Rav Lieberman was a well-known figure in 

. His Daf Yomi Shiur 

four in 1986 after delivering 
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his regular shiur on Friday morning, (5747/1986); 

� Rav Boruch Tzvi HaKohen Moskowitz. Rav Moskowitz was the post-World War II Rav 

and Rosh Yeshiva of Paksh. He was a close talmid of the Keren L’Dovid. He is the mechaber 

of many seforim, including Tenuvos Boruch on Sugyos, Mishmeres Tzvi Al HaTorah and 

Nishbah L’Avosecha on Pirkei Avos. He left many talmidim in America, Eretz Yisrael and 

England, (5711/1950).  

� History: A taanis tzibbur (communal fast) was declared to commemorate the translation of 

the Torah to a foreign language (Greek) under King Ptolemy (Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim 

580:2). 

� 9th of Teves ~ Begins Sunday Night (Dec 16th) 
� Ezra Hasofer and Nechemya (313 BCE or 320 BCE); 

� Rav Ezra of Gerona, the Ramban’s teacher in Kabalah. He himself learned Kabbalah from 
Rav Yitzchak Sagi-Nahor, son of the Ravad III  (1227); 

� Rabbeinu Yosef, son of Rav Shmuel HaNaggid, and son-in-law of Rav Nissim Gaon of 
Kirouan. He was murdered in an Arab pogrom with another 1500 Jews in Spain (1067); 

� Rav Yehudah (“Reb Yiddel”) Weber, Rosh Yeshiva of the newly established Pupa Yeshiva, 

first located in Queens, then in Ossining, in Westchester County (1920-2006). 

� 10th of Teves ~ Begins Monday Night (Dec 17th) 
� Zecharia ben Berechya ben Ido HaNovi (320 or 313 BCE); 

� Malachi HaNovi (320 or 313 BCE). His petira ended the era of prophecy; 

� Rav Yehuda Eilenberg, mechaber of Minchas Yehuda, (5371/1610); 

� Rav Nosson Sternhartz (or Sternberg) of Breslov, mechaber of Likutei Halochos. As a 

young man, he lived in Nemirov, nine miles north of Breslov. Despite family opposition, 

Nosson became the talmid who recorded Rav Nachman’s thoughts, edited his writings and 

wrote the early history of the Breslover Chassidim, (5605/1844); 

� Rav Meir Sholom Rabinowitz of Kalushin (1851–1901). Born to Rav Yehoshua Osher of 

Zelichov, the son of the Yid HaKodosh of Peshis’cha, he became a son-in-law of his older 

brother, Rav Yaakov Tzvi of Porisov, mechaber of Atara Lerosh Tzaddik. He served as Rav 

of the kehillos of Porisov, Gravlin and Kalushin. He became Rebbe after the petira of his 

brother in 1889. Many of his ideas in Torah and Chassidus were recorded by his son and 

successor, Yehoshua Alter, in the sefer Nahar Sholom, (5662/1901); 

� Rav Noach of Hordishitz, (5664/1903); 

� Rav Refoel Wexelbaum, Rosh Yeshiva of Itri; 

� Rav Yechezkel Halshtuk, the Ostrovtzer Rebbe (1887–1942), born to Rav Meir Yechiel, 

founder of the court of Ostrovtze (Ostrowiec), a town that lies along the Kamienna River, a 

tributary of the Vistula, and which is situated in the Polish highlands just north of the 

Swietokrzyskie Mountains. At eighteen, Rav Yechezkel married Rebbetzin Baila Mirel, 

daughter of Rav Naftoli of Meilitz, who was a grandson of Rav Naftoli of Ropshitz. In 

1911, he was appointed Rav of the town of Inovlod; and ten years later, he was appointed 

Rav of Nashelsk. He succeeded his father as Rebbe after the latter’s petira in 1928. He 

founded a Yeshiva named Bais Meir, in honor of his father. He and twenty of his Chassidim 

were murdered by the Nazis during davening on the night of Assora BeTeves. His 

Rebbetzein, seven sons and one son-in-law were all murdered by the Nazis. Some of his 

writings were published after the war under the name Kodshei Yechezkel, (8th of Teves, 

according to Yated 2006 and Yated 2007), (5703/1942); 
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� Rav Shabsai Yogel, born in Piask, Russia (1875–1957). After studying in Eishishock as a 

youngster, he learned in Volozhin until it was closed by the Russian authorities, at which 

time he returned to Piask until he married Liba Kletzkin from Slonim. He then moved to 

Slonim and learned in one of the Novardok kollelim. In 1906, he was asked to head the 

Slonim Yeshiva, founded by Rav Shlomo Zalman Kahana in 1816. The Yeshiva’s first Rosh 

Yeshiva was Rav Avrohom Weinberg, who later became the founder of the Slonimer 

Chassidic dynasty. In 1929, Rav Shabsai visited Eretz Yisrael for the first time; two months 

later, his son Shlomo perished in the Chevron massacres. During the early years of World 

War II, Rav Shabsai and his family moved to Eretz Yisrael. Since the Yeshiva in Slonim had 

been destroyed by the Nazis, he rebuilt it. He decided to do so in Ramat Gan, which at that 

time was a spiritual wasteland, (5718/1957). 

� Rav Avrohom Abba Leifer, the Pittsburgher Rebbe, the Admor of Petersburg-Ashdod. 

Mechaber of Emunas Avrohom, son of Rav Yosef (Tzidkas Yosef), and son-in-law of Rebbe 

Issomor of Nadvorna. His son, Mordechai Yissochor Dov Ber Leifer of Pittsburgh, is 

mechaber of Pisgomei Oraisa, (5750/1989). 

� 11th of Teves ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Dec 18th) 
� Rav Moshe of Ostraha, mechaber of Arugas HaBosem, (5545/1784); 

� Rav Shlomo Eiger, mechaber of Gilyon Maharsha, son of Rav Akiva Eiger, (5612/1851); 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Ullman of Makava, mechaber of Yerios Shlomo. Son of Rav Sholom 

Charif, Rav Shlomo Zalman served as Rav of Rendick for two years and of Makova, 

Hungary, for thirty-nine years. He fought against any inroads of the Reform movement for 

much of his life. At the end of his sefer, Rav Shlomo Zalman added Kuntres Bais Yad, 

where he expounds on fourteen differences in the sugya of eid echod ne’eman b’issurim. 

This kuntres is the basis of many halochos of issur ve’heter, (5626/1865); 

� Rav Yehoshua Horowitz of Dzikov, mechaber of Ateres Yeshua, (5673/1912); 

� Rav Dovid Twersky of Zlatipoli, eldest son of Rav Yochonon of Rachmastrivke, the son of 

Rav Mordechai of Chernobyl. Rav Dovid married Rebbetzin Bas-Tzion Tzipora Feiga, 

daughter of Rav Aharon of Karlin. With his father’s petira, Rav Dovid became Rebbe in 

Rachmastrivke, along with his brothers, but moved his court to Zlatipoli, (5675/1914); 

� Rav Moshe Bergman, Rosh Yeshiva, Rashbi Yeshiva, (5738/1977); 

� Rav Yaakov Yosef Shlomo Halperin, the Vasloier Rebbe, grandson of the first Vasloier 

Rebbe, Rav Sholom Halperin. His father, Rav Chaim Dov Halperin, was the Rebbe’s only 

son and moved from Romania to Eretz Yisrael in 1950 and was niftar in 1957. Rav Yaakov 

Yosef himself was succeeded by his son Rav Avrohom Shimshon Sholom, who lives in Bnei 

Brak, (5745/1984); 

� Rav Shmuel Dovid Tzvi Mayer (known as Rav Dovid Hirsch), menahel of Yeshiva Bais 

Binyomin in Stamford, Connecticut, (5764/2003). 

� 12th of Teves ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Dec 19th) 
� Rav Moshe Margulies, mechaber of Pnei Moshe on the Yerushalmi, (5542/1781); 

� Rav Moshe of Pshevorsk, mechaber of Ohr Pnei Moshe, (5566/1805); 

� Rav Mordechai Chaim Kastelanitz of Teverya, known as “Reb Mottel Slonimer”, 

(5714/1953). 

� 13th of Teves ~ Begins Thursday Night (Dec 20th) 
� Rav Moshe ben Dovid Biderman, the Lelover Rebbe (1776–1850 or 1851). Born in abject 

poverty, he married Rachel Rivka, a daughter of the Yid HaKodosh of Peshis’cha. After the 
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latter’s petira in 1813, he became a Chassid of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha, along 

with his friend, Rav Yitzchok of Vorki. In 1843, he finally agreed to a leadership position, 

agreeing to be Rav of the community of Przedborz, Poland. In the last years of his life, he 

decided to move to Eretz Yisrael. He and many of his Chassidim arrived at Akko on Rosh 

Chodesh Cheshvan. He traveled to Yerushalayim, but immediately took ill. Tragically, 

between the illness and the Arabs, he was never able to daven at the kosel, his life-long 

dream. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Elozor Mendel; a vibrant community of Lelover 

Chassidim still exists in Eretz Yisrael today. Sadly, the community in Przedborz – about 

4,500 Jews – was liquidated at Treblinka, (5611/1850); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Vishiva, the She’eris Menachem, (5702/1941); 

� Rav Yechiel Mordechai Gordon, Rosh Yeshivas Lomza. Among the Roshei Yeshiva who 

traveled to the United States to raise funds during World War II were Rav Eliezer Yehuda 

Finkel from Mir, Rav Yechiel Mordechai Gordon from Lomza, Rav Aharon Kotler from 

Kletzk, Rav Shimon Shkopf from Grodno, Rav Elchonon Wasserman from Baranowitz and 

Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz from Kamenetz, (5726/1965); 

� Rav Yitzchok HaKohen Huberman, the Tzaddik of Raanana. (1896–1977). He was born 

in Tomashov (Tomaszow Lubelski), near Lublin. An 1895 census reveals that, out of a 

population of 6,077, over half the citizens, 3,646, were Jews. The first shul in this town was 

built in 1594, but after the Chmielnicki massacres of 1648–49, only eighteen of the original 

two hundred families still remained. The most famous Jew of the town was the Kotzker 

Rebbe, Rav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern of Tomashov, who lived there until he left for 

Kotzk. Rav Yitzchok became a follower of the Imrei Emes of Ger and, after his mentor’s 

petira, of his son, the Bais Yisrael. In 1940, Josef Stalin deported 200,000 Polish Jews, 

including Rav Yitzchok, to forced labor camps in Siberia and elsewhere. This saved their 

lives, since most of those left behind were murdered by the Nazis when they invaded 

Russia, a year later. After the war, Rav Yitzchok served as a Rav for six years in Germany 

before moving to Eretz Yisrael, and settling in Raanana. Rav Yitzchok wrote a collection of 

chiddushim on Megillas Esther and entitled it Higida Esther, in his mother’s memory, 

(5738/1977). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, עפר הצדיקי� שוכני  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 
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the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Avrohom Abba Rav Avrohom Abba Rav Avrohom Abba Rav Avrohom Abba LeiferLeiferLeiferLeifer, , , , 11110000
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

Pittsburger Rebbe

Saved By A Prayer 
Of the three brothers learning in 

European Yeshivos, only Rav Avrohom 
Abba survived the Holocaust. The Nazis in 
charge of Czernowitz ordered all Jews to 
sew a yellow badge on their coats and to 
shave their beards. The Pittsburgher Rebbe 
did not shave his beard, and he once went 
outside to accompany a visitor home 
without remembering to put on his coat, on 
which the yellow badge was sewn. When 
the Nazi officials saw him, they arrested 
him and brought him to a large courtyard 
where thousands of Jews had been 
rounded up for deportation.  

Though most of the captured Jews 
spoke bleakly about their fate, Rav Leifer 
displayed strong emuna (faith in Hashem) 
and immersed himself in heartfelt prayer. 
Two days later, when the men were being 
led into cattle cars, an SS officer instructed 
Rav Leifer to stand to the side. After the 
transport left, the officer said to him, “You 
should know that in the past few days, I 
observed all of you, and I heard everyone 
talking with despair in their voices, except 
for you. You were busy praying to your 
God, so know that your God has heard your 
prayers and you are free to go.” The Rebbe 
ran back to his father-in-law’s house, where 
his family was already mourning his 

demise. He recounted this story of his 
personal redemption at every Pesach 
Seder. 

 

A Holy Messenger 
In 1970, the Rebbe decided to move 

to Eretz Yisrael. He chose the coastal city of 
Ashdod for his new base, though at the 
time the city had very few religious Jews 
and almost no Chassidim. The reason why 
he chose this city was based on a dream he 
had, in which a man who identified himself 
as Chasdai ibn Shaprut (the foreign 
minister of the caliph of Córdoba some one 
thousand years earlier) appeared to him 
and asked him to establish his court in 
Ashdod, promising him success.  

 

The Niggun That Celebrated the 
Broken Engagement 

The Pittsburger Rebbe’s talent for 
composing heart-rending melodies sung 
worldwide is well known. Here is the story 
behind the niggun Yismechu 
HaShomayim: 

The Rebbe was always involved in 
the fight against assimilation and when a 
Jew from Florida appeared before the 
Pittsburger Rebbe and cried that his 
daughter was engaged to be married to a 
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goy, the Rebbe was so moved and 
distressed by his plight that he pledged to 
stop at nothing to rescind the harsh decree. 
He flew to Florida and against all odds 
fought and used all his ways and means 
until succeeded, in an almost supernatural 
manner, to cancel the marriage and avert 
the decree. 

When the Rebbe returned to 

Ashdod, he thanked Hashem for his 
successful endeavor and that his efforts to 
cancel the intermarriage had borne fruit. 
As a thanksgiving, he composed the well-
known niggun for Yismechu HaShomayim, 
which is still sung to this day among 
Pittsburger Chassidim and others who 
appreciate heartfelt Yiddish gezangen. 
(Avrohom Bechoro p. 33) 

    

Rav Shlomo ben Rav Akiva EigerRav Shlomo ben Rav Akiva EigerRav Shlomo ben Rav Akiva EigerRav Shlomo ben Rav Akiva Eiger, , , , 11111111
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves 

Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s Berocha 
Rav Shlomo Eiger was a genius in 

Torah, even though he was involved in 
worldly business dealings with heads of 
state, politicians, merchants and 
businessmen of the highest ranks, who 
would come to conduct business deals at all 
times of the day. Of course, as a Talmid 
Chochom and son of the renowned Gaon, 
Rav Akiva Eiger, Rav Shlomo also ran a 
Yeshiva and taught many talmidim with 
great iyun and pilpul – intense depth and 
minute hair-splitting logic. Often an 
important minister would come for some 
matter and this would inevitably interrupt 
their lesson. Fortunately, and almost 
miraculously, Rav Shlomo always seemed 
to be able to return and pick up the thread 
of his logic, argument, chiddush or point of 
debate seamlessly – as if there had been no 
interruption whatsoever! 

Once, after such an occasion and a 
shiur was interrupted, yet Rav Shlomo 
resumed as if nothing had changed, his 
talmid, Rav Davidson, asked, “Rebbe, how 

is it that you can resume your shiur and 
pick up exactly where you left off without 
having to pause and review?! Its amazing!”  

“It is all due to my father’s berocha!” 
explained Rav Shlomo Eiger. “When I was 
a chosson under the chuppa, my father 
gave me a berocha. He said, ‘You are now 
marrying into an important, wealthy 
family, your father-in-law has many 
business dealings and you will be leaving 
my care and will inevitably become 
involved in these matters, which will force 
you to interrupt your studies and teaching. 
My berocha is that you should be able to 
immediately resume your learning, study 
and teaching Torah without losing your 
train of thought and to pick up exactly 
where you left off without need for review 
or preparation – and this will give you 
peace in your Torah study!’ Boruch 
Hashem, as you can see,” concluded Rav 
Shlomo, “my holy father’s berocha was 
fulfilled!” (Chut HaMeshulash p. 224 
footnotes) 

    

Rav Yehoshua ben Meir HorowitzRav Yehoshua ben Meir HorowitzRav Yehoshua ben Meir HorowitzRav Yehoshua ben Meir Horowitz, , , , 11111111
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

The Dzhikover Rebbe, Mechaber of Ateres Yeshua 

Please Don’t Lick the Bones 
Once, on Rosh Chodesh Nissan 

during the Rebbe’s Rosh Chodesh seuda, 
the Tzaddik entered, looked around and 

declared, “I see here many soldiers have 
gathered, now I wish to admonish you all – 
although you may be forced to eat treifos, I 
beg you, do not lick the bones in delight!”  
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The Chassidim were very confused 
by the Rebbe’s declaration and 
admonishment, since only Chassidim were 
present with not a single soldier among 
them. After several years, however, when 
the conscription and draft began and many 
of them indeed entered the army to fight in 
the First World War, the Tzaddik’s Ruach 
Hakodesh and pronouncement rang in 
their ears, as now they were soldiers 
indeed. (Zichron Yehuda, Dzhikov p. 52) 

 

The General of Gehinnom 
The Dzhikover’s custom was not to 

draw out the third Shabbos meal too long 
into the night. One of the Chassidim was in 

Krenitz and was an eyewitness to this 
custom. He told how as soon as three stars 
appeared, they would bring candles to the 
Rebbe’s table (because the tisch was 
conducted in the dark) and the Rebbe 
related, “Rebbe Reb Elimelech used to 
conduct his Sholosh Seudos long, long into 
the night. Once a general came to the 
Rebbe’s tisch and tried to press Rebbe Reb 
Meilech to end the seuda and daven 
Maariv but the Rebbe paid him no heed. 
This general was the minister of 
Gehinnom! But Rebbe Reb Elimelech did 
not fear him. I, however, do fear him, so 
bring mayim acharonim and let’s bensch!” 

(Mareh Aish #117) 

 

Rav Moshe Sofer of PshevorskRav Moshe Sofer of PshevorskRav Moshe Sofer of PshevorskRav Moshe Sofer of Pshevorsk, , , , 12121212
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves        

Mechaber of Ohr Pnei Moshe 

Shirei Menochos 
The Bnei Yissoschor writes: When I 

was a young lad I used to sometimes wait 
on the great renowned Tzaddik, Rav Moshe 
Sofer of Pshevorsk. He was well known as a 
Ba’al Madreiga (of lofty spiritual stature) 
and Ba’al Ruach HaKodesh. He had the 
custom to keep leftover cakes and sweets 

that had been baked and prepared in honor 
of Shabbos, so that when an important 
guest visited during the week he would 
honor him with these delicacies, calling 
them Shirei Menochos – the leftovers of the 
mincha offering! (Bnei Yissoschor, 
Maamar Chodesh Tammuz-Av ) 

 

Rav Mordechai Chaim Kastelanitz,Rav Mordechai Chaim Kastelanitz,Rav Mordechai Chaim Kastelanitz,Rav Mordechai Chaim Kastelanitz,    12121212
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“Reb Mottel Slonimer” 

A Niggun Made from a Golden Mitzva 

(As told by Rav Kalman Menachem 
Shapira, the Piaseczno Rebbe, on Motzo’ei 
Shabbos Parshas Noach, 5767, freely 
translated from Hebrew by Yitz) 

This story comes from Reb Mottel 
Slonimer. Reb Mottel Slonimer once 
passed by a house, from where he heard a 
very powerful but sad niggun, which 
touched the heart. He wondered, “This 
feels like a very heilige (holy) niggun”. 
Upon entering the house, he asked the 
ba’al habayis (master of the house) to 

explain what this niggun was all about. 
And here our story begins. 

He mentioned that he was born in 
Teverya (Tiberius), and was orphaned from 
both of his parents at a young age. He 
supported himself as a fisherman, who 
worked through the night, sleeping during 
the daytime. After several years, he 
eventually got married, and shortly 
thereafter, they had a son. Not long after 
the pidyon haben (redemption of the first-
born son), his wife passed away. He was 
left alone with the young child. Fortunately, 
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he had good neighbors in Teverya, who 
helped bring up his son, as he needed to go 
out to fish every night. Boruch Hashem, 
they were quite successful. 

When his father would come home 
from work each morning, his young son 
would serve him a hot cup of tea, help him 
get undressed and bring him his slippers 
and a towel with wish to refresh himself. 
Despite their impoverished living 
conditions, the father and son developed a 
very deep bond with one another. 

The boy grew up, got married and 
moved to a town in the southern part of 
Eretz Yisrael, far away from Teverya. In 
those days, a journey from Teverya to the 
south of Eretz Yisrael could take several 
hours, even the good part of a day. The son 
was financially successful, and from time to 
time would send his father a golden 
Napoleon coin, which was worth a lot of 
money. His father asked him in a letter: 
“Why do you do this? Why are you sending 
me these coins?” 

His reply: “Abba, you gave so much 
of yourself for me, you did so much for me, 
and we were so close. I want you to save 
these golden Napoleon coins, and when 
you have enough, you’ll be able to purchase 
a decent house in which to live.” And so it 
was – he eventually had enough golden 
coins with which to buy a proper dwelling 
in Teverya. 

Later on, he received an urgent 
telegram message from his daughter-in-
law: “Come quickly, your son is very ill!” 

The father made the long journey to 
the south of Eretz Yisrael. Arriving at his 
son’s home, he stood by the sick man’s 
bedside, praying for him, as only a father 
can. (The Rebbe then told of the Chofetz 
Chaim, that when his son was very ill, no 
one told him about it, and the son passed 
away. He then scolded them, “Why didn’t 
you tell me? Don’t you know that the tears 
of a father can resurrect the dead?”) And 
indeed here, the father stood and prayed 

and cried for his son, and the young man 
recovered. 

The father returned to Teverya, and 
once more, the son began to send him the 
golden Napoleon coins. And again, the 
father wrote his son: “Why do you do this? 
Why are you sending me these coins?” 

This time, the son replied, “Abba, I 
want you to save these coins so that you 
can have a ‘pension fund’ for your old age, 
when you cannot work anymore.” So again, 
the father saved these coins. As they 
accumulated, they indeed became a viable 
source of ‘pension’ funding. 

Sure enough, he again received an 
urgent letter from his daughter-in-law: 
“Come quickly, your son is very ill!” 

And once more, he made the long 
journey to the south. This time, however, 
by the time he arrived, it was too late – his 
son had passed away. All he could do was 
to cry at his bedside. 

After the shiva (seven-day mourning 
period), he returned home to Teverya – to 
an empty house. He was back to “square 
one” – an orphan with no one and nothing 
in this world. He was so depressed that he 
wanted to die. One night, he had a dream, 
in which he saw his son in Gan Eden, lying 
in a golden bed. He began to run toward his 
son, but his son withdrew – he didn’t want 
his father to touch him, to come into the 
Olam HaEmes (the next world, the “world 
of truth” after petira). 

“I want to be with you again, next to 
you,” the father told his son. 

“No, you need to stay in this world, 
and do mitzvos!” was the son’s reply. “Do 
you see this golden bed I’m in? This is 
made from the golden Napoleon coins that 
I sent you, from the mitzva of Kibbud Av 
va’Em (honoring one’s parents).” 

“But I just want to be with you!” 

Then, in the dream, the son began to 
sing a niggun. And he continued to sing it, 
as his father joined in. They sang it 
together for a long time, until eventually 
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the father learned to sing it alone. And 
then, the son disappeared and the dream 
was over. 

“Then I awoke,” said the father to 
Reb Mottel Slonimer. “And whenever I’m 
sad, I sing this 
niggun. This is the 

niggun 
taught me.”

Said Reb Mottel Slonimer: “This is 
the niggun of Kibbud Av va’Em


  נפש יקרה ועדינה 
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  ע מבריד
  גאלדענבערג

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time 
define her life. Although she lost most of her family 
Hashem gave her an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making 
everyone who encountered her feel like they were the most important 
loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her face. 
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and Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of 
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life, there wasn’t one person who had an untoward word or adverse 
feelings about her. She loved her family deeply and immensely. May 
Hashem console her family and may she be a
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