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And he went out to his brethren - I'nx 7x xx'1

It is told regarding the Admor of Bluzhov ztvk”l, that when he
first went to the United States they made a dinner to benefit
the building of the Bais HaMidrash. This was a large event and it
was very successful, however, afterwards he said that he never
wants to do this again. When those close to him asked him why
he did not want it, he replied that it was because of incident
that happened.
This is what happened after that successful dinner. One day, he
was stopped at a red light and he waited for the light to change.
He saw an acquaintance standing opposite him at the light, and
when that man saw the Rebbe, he began to move
uncomfortably. When the light changed, the man waited for
the Rebbe to cross the street and he approached him and
apologized that he could not make the dinner and soon ‘he
would send a check’... The Rebbe went home and said, “If the
result of the dinner was that people felt uncomfortable to cross
the street, then | don’t need all this!” And so, he no longer set
up institutions since he could not see any Jew in distress.
Someone once asked him, “If you have no institutions, then
why are you called Rebbe?” The Tzaddik replied, “To help
people, and not to make it difficult for them!” [Of course, every
Tzaddik has his own way, and we are bringing this to teach a
point from it.]
'DNI7202 X' I'NR 7R KXY nwn 7Ta0' — ‘And Moshe grew up
and went out to his brethren’ (2:11). Rashi explains, ‘He
focused his eyes and heart to be distressed over them’.
Apparently, many people saw what the Egyptian did to the Jew,
but everyone kept going on their way. However, Moshe
Rabeinu saw and was distressed. He felt that every Jew was like
a brother, ‘and he went out to his brethren’, this is the reason
why HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave him the power, the merit to
help the Nation of Israel, he wanted it, he felt their pain, and he
suffered their distress.
You hear about the troubles of Jews, about their terrible
illnesses, even if you are not able to help, at least you are
distressed, you share the pain of every Jew, you consider him
your brother. How would you suffer if he was your real
brother? Let your heart be a comforter for the pain of another
Jew. Perhaps you cannot bring him salvation, but you can surely
give him your heart! For this is the way of a true Jew!

- TivHaTorah — Shemos

With much gratitude to Hashem,
the first volume of Tiv Hakehila in English has been
published
Tiv HaSichos
Rav Gamliel on the Parsha — Sefer Shemos
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This apartment for that person — 12179% 2179 a1
Looking for a two-room apartment for a young couple is quite
expensive, especially in the center of Yerushalayim. Since my son
became engaged and the wedding is approaching, we began looking
for an apartment for them. The father of the kallah thought that on
the fast of Asarah B'Teves (10" of Teves) he would take advantage of
the day and go to the real estate office in Yerushalayim where their
database is updated every day with new listings for apartments with
the hope of are finding one before the wedding which is the 10t of
Shvat. But, in the end he decided to wait until after the fast so as not
to look for an apartment on a day of mourning despite that
halachically this is permitted.

Right after the fast, he went to the real estate office. Just as he sat
down with the agent, he cell phone went off in his pocket. He
apologized to the agent and told the man on the other end that he
would call him back in a few minutes.
In the meantime, he gave the agent a deposit and left the office. As he
was leaving, his phone went off again and it was the same man trying
to reach him. The man was someone he knew from shul and he asked
him if he was looking for a nice apartment in Yerushalayim and he
explained that he saw the wedding invitation and the wedding is set
for the 10%™ of Shvat and his daughter is moving from her apartment
on the 4™ of Shvat and if the timing works for him, then he would have
a nice apartment for the couple. The apartment is in the original
location that they wanted, and the price was below market value.
We saw fit with our own eyes to note the great hashgacha as people
will rent apartments even months before the wedding in order to
acquire an apartment for the couple. Not only that, but they will buy
basement apartments or anything that they can get just to have a
place for the couple.
My mechutan went right back to the real estate office and told the
agent that the call that he pushed off out of politeness was for a nice
apartment for him. The agent listened, stopped the conversation, and
immediately returned his money to him.
The very next day they signed the lease for the place to the joy and
relief of all sides without any distress or problems.
With praise and thanks to Hashem Yisbarach for all the kindness He
bestows on us and for saving us the great bother in a most amazing
way.

AN
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| am with him in distress — n1x2 DIxX Ny

WNA Y2 210 NINL X' NIoN JINN WX N2 1R D X' K
(2:2) 798 na'x monl

An angel of Hashem appeared to him in a flame of fire from within
the thornbush. He saw and behold! The bush was burning in the
fire, but the bush was not consumed. (3:2)
Rashi: From within the thornbush — and not in any other tree
because, “I am with him in distress”.
The words of Rashi correspond to the words of Rebbe Meir who said
(Sanhedrin 46a), ‘At the time that a person suffers, what expression
does the Shechina articulate? “I am burdened by My head; | am
burdened by My arm!” Although there is no suffering without sin,
and it is fitting for the person to be punished because he rebelled
against his Creator, still, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is distressed because
he is in pain. HaKadosh Baruch Hu swears that He will not enter the
Celestial Yerushalayim until things improve for Israel and they too
will enter Yerushalayim down below. For HaKadosh Baruch Hu, as it
were, does not have any joy as long as Israel is suffering in their
distress. This is the meaning of the Shechina being in distress for all
the long years of the exile. All its distress aligns with the distress
down below, for despite all the deficiencies that caused their
distress down below, there is also a category of distress for the
Shechina, as it were, that arouses its distress.
This distress gives us the proper opening to ask of HaKadosh Baruch
Hu to tear up the evil decree of our verdict, and to sweeten the
judgment that is imposed on us. Were it not for this, who would be
so brazen to ask for a favor from Him when by rights he should be
punished? He is a sinner, and he has rebelled against his Creator,
and how could it enter his mind to beseech before the One Who he
has sinned against that he should be free from any distress?
However, if he focuses on the distress of the Shechina, then he can
come and justly ask that his distress be removed from upon him, for
if he has sinned, then how has the Shechina sinned? Why should it
suffer as a result of his sin? This is the main service of Tefillah as
explained in many holy seforim, for the person, from his point of
view is prepared to accept his pain with love, since by rights he
deserves it, for were there judgment down below, then there would
not be judgment up Above, and this distress is necessary to atone
for his sins. What man would complain about his sins? However,
since his distress is comingled with the distress of the Shechina,
therefore, it is up to him to pray that the distress be removed from
him so that it can be removed from it.
And so, this was the way of Tzaddikim. When something distressful
or painful happened to them, they would accept it with love and joy,
knowing that this was for their benefit. They were not at all
concerned for their personal misery, but only for the pain of the
Shechina, and they increased prayer for this pain. As told regarding
the Kadosh Yisrael of Rozhin zy”a, that when the government threw
him into prison, he expressly said that he is not at all concerned for
his personal distress, rather, only for the distress of the Shechina.
His intent was also for the pleasant zmiros Yisrael (Tehillim 23:4) na'
'R X7 N7 X2 7R D - ‘though | walk in the valley
overshadowed by death, | will not fear’, for although | have pain
with this, | know that everything is with the hashgacha of Above for
my benefit, and all this is with His compassion to ultimately benefit
me. If this is so, then there is no place here for fear knowing that He
wants what is good for me. Still, "Tay nnx D v1' = ‘evil, for You are
with me’, since HaKadosh Baruch Hu suffers when the person is in
pain, and we find that while benefitting me this causes pain Above,

5n1 na nabn nnbw ax1a1 mard

therefore, | am also very evil, then by rights | should be in pain, since
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is in pain because of me.

As we have previously mentioned, by rights, the person does not
have an opening to ask for relief for his pain if he does not have in
mind the pain of the Shechina. However, all this is from a justice
standpoint. But, HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who is merciful in justice even
wants this Tefillah. With His abundance of mercy, He even accepts
these Tefillos. Not only this, but even a sigh that escapes from the
mouth of a Jew in pain does not go to waste. Even if one has no
intent towards Heaven at all, as stated in our parsha (2:23) ="'
"NTIAVN [N 7RW' 2 IR DX )70 DRt 0NN DN 0 - ‘And
it happened during those many days, that the king of Egypt died,
and the Children of Israel groaned because of the work and they
cried out.” The ‘Ohr HaChaim’ in his holy language explains: From
the work — meaning, not that they cried out to the Almighty to save
them, but rather, they cried out from the agony of the hard labor,
like a person who howls because of his pain. The Torah informs us
that that outcry went up before Hashem. That is, m ...nny'
"nTIAVN — ‘their outcry from the work’ means from the agony of the
work. 'DNpyvl NX 'n ynw'l' — ‘Hashem heard their groaning’ (2:24),
meaning, the raised voice that expressed their pain. Even a simple
groan goes up to the Throne of Glory [Kisei HaKavod] and can evoke
mercy to the point where the process of the exile started, all from
the power of these groans.

However, there is a difference between one whose intention is for
the distress of Heaven and one who prays for his own distress and
pain. The one that prays for his own distress, even though HaKadosh
Baruch Hu hears his prayer, still, He cannot always answer this
prayer. Although every Tefillah makes an impression, still, it does
not always have the power to complete tear up the harsh decree. As
we have mentioned, there are many antagonists against these
Tefillos, it is not for nothing that many distresses have accosted him.
Therefore, these antagonists demand justice. However, when one
concentrates his Tefillos for the distress of the Shechina, he silences
the arguments of the accusers, and they are afraid to speak their
minds since even the one praying admits that by law he deserves to
be punished, but he is requesting that the suffering be removed for
the benefit of the Shechina. Who can then come and deflect this
argument? There is no greater rebellion against the Kingdom of
Heaven than this. Since the antagonists are afraid to accuse, this
Tefillah must reach the Throne of Glory and it is then immediately
answered.

However, in order for a person to merit a Tefillah like this, it is
incumbent on him to exert much effort in removing all his personal
motivations. As long as his mind cannot release his personal distress,
he is not able to pray for the distress of the Shechina. Sometimes,
his entire intent for the distress of the Shechina is only to relive his
soul of its own burden. That is, his intention for the distress of the
Shechina is only lip-service, and it is only a device to get himself out
of the situation. Therefore, this Tefillah does not make the same
impression as pure Tefillah. The best advice that the person can
receive for this is that he must convince himself that whatever the
Merciful One does is for the best [kol mah de’avad Rachmana letav
avad]. Therefore, it is up to him to accept the leadership of Above,
and only after accepting the leadership of Above, will he be able to
set his mind on the distress of the Shechina, and to ask for relief of
its pain, and then his Tefillah will be presented before the King and
his request will be fulfilled for goodness.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shemos 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

In the Merit of Yosef HaTzaddik a Gilgul of Noach
Yisrael’s Children Were Saved by Being Swallowed Up by the Earth

In this week’s parsha, parshas Shemos, it is fitting that we ex-
amine the three pesukim that depict the beginning of the galus
in Mitzrayim (Shemos 1, 5): qo1 wa moyaw apy» 777 o8 was b
13771 13w 118 URTWY 2231 .RITT AT D91 PN o1 Ao nmvt .ovasns mn
BRIR PANT Konn n axns meyn All of Yaakov's progeny num-
bered seventy souls; and Yosef was in Mitzrayim. Yosef died,
and all his brothers and that entire generation. Bnei Yisrael
were fruitful, teemed, increased, and became strong—very,
very much so; and the land became filled with them.

Rashi comments: What is the Torah teaching us? Would we
not have known that he (Yosef) was in Mitzrayim? Rather, it
informs you of Yosef’s righteousness; he was the same Yosef
who tended his father’s sheep; he was the same Yosef that
was in Mitzrayim and became King; yet, he maintained his
righteousness. It appears that this provides us with an insight
into the message conveyed by the text that follows: “Yosef died,
and all his brothers and that entire generation. Bnei Yisrael
were fruitful, teemed, increased, and became strong—very,
very much so; and the land became filled with them.”

“The land became filled with them”
with Yisrael’s Newborn Children

We will begin by examining the third passuk: “Bnei Yisrael
were fruitful, teemed, increased, and became strong—very,
very much so; and the land became filled with them.” Cit-
ing the Midrash (S.R. 1, 8), Rashi comments: They would give
birth to six children from a single pregnancy. The Da’at Ze-
keinim of the Tosafists write that they derived this fact from
the Torah’s use of six terms to describe their multiplication:

JINRTRES TARY 130,181
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It delights me to introduce a wonderful tidbit found in the
commentary of the Ba'al HaTurim in parshas Noach (Bereishis
6, 11). He comments on the significance of the conclusion of the
passuk: "amx yaxn Xyanr’—and the land became filled with
them. Chazal teach us in the Gemara (Sotah 11b) that HKB”H
performed an incredible miracle on behalf of Yisrael, so that the
Egyptians would not throw all of the many children Yisrael pro-
duced into the Nile. Here is the passage from the Gemara:

=N ARN 9ARAY ANt AR T R n1eY e par yoany 11"
=W 17 TS, IR TPAWRT 1R v 01 tawha Y 17 1A PRy ma
TP MNIY ,WT DWW TR Rw S RN ey v iy upbnt.. 1o nR naa
12ya1 01 Y WP, AT 1R 0NN 1 [PRY 11991 .1 TawT yoon wat
J1AT M T 22 DY RN, 19 DY PRI AT PRYEnT,YEps

When it was time for them to give birth, they would go
and give birth in the field beneath the apple tree, as it says
(Shir HaShirim 8, 5): “Beneath the apple tree, I roused you,
etc.” Then, HKB”H would send someone (a malach) from the
heavens above, who would clean and straighten them, like
the midwife who straightens the child . . . It (the malach)
would gather two round loaves for them—one of oil and one
of honey, as it says (Devarim 32, 13): “He would nurse him
with honey from a stone and oil etc.” When the Egyptians
would discover the babies, they would come to kill them; but
a miracle occurred on their behalf—they were swallowed up
by the ground. Then, they (the Egyptians) would bring oxen
and plow on top of them, as it says (Tehillim 129, 3): “On my
back, the plowers plowed, etc.”

T TARS 11337 AR T 3WYS PRET PRaNan P Peiy ansy

SR1ANT TTTANT 1201 ARAW ,JPNAY BTy DNV 1RA PYTAnnY 11991, 00

DY RIT TIN2 WP YWD, 0T YA KR 00TV T PR DR 00y 1A
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After they (the Egyptians) went away, they (the babies)
would spring forth like the grass of the field, as it says (Ye-
chezkel 16, 7): “I made you as numerous as the plants of the
field.” When they grew up, they would come as flocks upon
flocks to their houses, as it says (ibid.): “You increased and
grew, and you came with ornaments upon ornaments.” Do
not read this as it is written "=»»p *1p2” (ornaments upon or-
naments) but rather as "m»17y »11y2" (flocks upon flocks). So,
when HKB”H revealed Himself at the sea, they recognized
Him first, as it says (Shemos 15, 2): “This is my G-d and I will
beautify Him.”

Based on this Gemara, the Ba’al HaTurim interprets the pesu-
kim as follows: " 812 mxy»1 13791 127w 198 HRw? 2221"—Bnei Yis-
rael conceived sextuplets with each pregnancy. To explain how
they escaped death at the hands of the Egyptians, the passuk adds:
"amR vt Rvam—the land became filled with those numerous
children delivered by Yisrael; because they were miraculously
swallowed up by the ground until they grew up and emerged.

We can embellish this thought very nicely with the beautiful
words of the Kli Yakar in parshas Vayechi. He explains the impli-
cation of the berachah Yaakov bestows upon Yosef in Mitzrayim
(Bereishis 48, 16): "yaxm 31pa 319 11"—and may they flour-
ish like fish within the land. Rashi comments: Like those fish
that reproduce and multiply, and the evil eye does not affect
them. Accordingly, the Kli Yakar asserts that when the passuk
states: "yaRm 27pa 21Y »—it indicates that they actually pro-
liferated within the ground. For, as we have learned, they were
swallowed up by the ground, so that the evil eyes of the Egyp-
tians would not affect them; thus, their situation was analogous
to that of fish, who are hidden by the sea and escape the effects
of the evil eye.

Now, however, it is incumbent upon us to explain and compre-
hend why HKB”H chose to save the multitudes of children pro-
duced by Yisrael in this manner. After all, there is no shortage
of ways in which the Almighty could have saved Yisrael from the
Egyptians, as demonstrated by all of the supernatural feats that
He performed during the exodus from Mitzrayim.

Yosef HaTzaddik Was a Gilgul and Tikun of Noach
Who Is Also Described as a Tzaddik

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
what we learn from the great Gaon Chida, zy”a, in Nachal Kedu-
mim (Noach). He asserts in the name of the young pupils of the
Arizal that Noach reincarnated into Yosef. The source for this

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
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assertion is the sefer Gilgulei Neshamos (153), authored by the
divine kabbalist the Rama of Pano. He received this teaching
from his Rav, Rabbi Yisrael Sarug, a pupil of the Arizal. Here is
what he writes: Noach, who got inebriated and was exposed
inside his tent, was rectified by Yosef, who abstained from
wine until he saw his brothers; they drank and got inebri-
ated with him. In other words, Noach, who is described as a
tzaddik, reincarnated into Yosef, who was his tikun. Therefore,
Yosef did not want to drink wine, because he wished to rectify
Noach’s act of drinking wine and becoming inebriated.

It is worth noting that this fact is presented in the works
of the Arizal, in Sha’ar HaPesukim (Noach). There, he finds an
allusion in the passuk (Bereishis 6, 10): nx moaa mwhw ma 9o
"na» nx1 an nx ow—Noach fathered three sons—Shem, Cham
and Yafet. Just as Yosef was the epitome of a tzaddik; so, too,
Noach was the epitome of a tzaddik. The passuk refers to No-
ach’s three sons; the gematria of three times 52) 173) equals 7"
156)). This agrees with the Rama of Pano’s assertion that Yosef
was a gilgul of Noach.

We can add a fascinating idea based on what the great Gaon
Chida presents in Dvash L'Fee (3, 16) in the name of the Arizal:
The first gilgul is referred to as “av” (father); whereas the
second gilgul is referred to as “ben” (son). This is because
the subsequent gilgul is like a son or offspring of the first gilgul.
Based on this concept, let us review the allusion in the passuk:
“Noach fathered”—the offspring of Noach, namely his gilgul,
which is referred to as a “son,” was: “three sons”—three times
the gematria of 1”3, which equals 7"e1. In other words, Noach
reincarnated into Yosef and was rectified by him.

In truth, upon closer scrutiny, it is evident that there is a
striking resemblance between Noach and Yosef. Noach lived in
the generation of the mabul, during which all living creatures
were corrupted by immorality. Nevertheless, he remained
righteous and became the paradigm of a tzaddik. The Torah
attests to this fact in the passuk (ibid. 6, 9): mmn P12 wx 2"
"parta min—Noach was a pure tzaddik in his generations.
Similarly, Yosef, a gilgul of Noach was handsome and appeal-
ing. Consequently, he was subjected to a difficult ordeal in Mitz-
rayim, which was the hotbed of immorality. Nevertheless, he
did not adopt their ways; he maintained his righteousness .and
kedushah. The Torah attests to this in the passuk (Shemos 1,
5): "moxna mn o, As we learned above from Rashi, this pas-
suk informs us that Yosef remained a tzaddik even in Mitzrayim,
even after becoming the viceroy.



Yosef HaTzaddik Was the Tikun of Noach

Now, it behooves us to explore Noach’s flaw. Why did he re-
quire tikun in the form of a gilgul into Yosef? Additionally, what
did Yosef do to afford the neshamah of Noach the necessary ti-
kun? Let us refer to what we have learned in the Gemara (San-
hedrin 108a): 1 Xxnw ROX 127 912 7002 1125 ax [ SRYRY? 131 227 Ran”
"7 oa1ePa I KX M1 ,EnwY o0 onara aaRaw /1 ovya The decree to
punish and destroy the world with the mabul was issued against
Noach as well; however, he was spared, since he found favor in
the eyes of Hashem, as it states (Bereishis 6, 7): “I have recon-
sidered My having made them; but Noach found favor in the
eyes of Hashem.” This deserves further explanation. Why was
Noach also included in this cataclysmic decree? Furthermore,
if the sentence was justified, if Noach possessed some inherent
character flaw, why did Hashem see fit to spare Noach'’s life?

Let us refer to what our sacred sefarim explain with regards
to why Noach was also sentenced to die in the mabul. They
blame him for not trying to correct the people of his generation
and save them from extermination. As the Zohar hakadosh ex-
plains (Noach 67b), he is faulted for not having prayed on behalf
ofhis generation, to save them from extermination, as Moshe did
on behalf of Yisrael after the “cheit ha’eigel” (Shemos 32, 32):
"RaND MWK 71201 K rn PR ORT,RNR0T Ren 2R nyt’—and now, if
You would but bear their sin; but if not, erase me from Your
book that You have written. Therefore, the “mabul” is named
after Noach, as we find in the passuk (Yeshayah 54, 9): mam»>”
"paRt By Ty M m Mayn onyaw: aws v nxr —for like the waters
of Noach shall this be to Me, as I swore that the waters of
Noach would never again pass over the earth.

Furthermore, our sacred sefarim, led by the Chatam Sofer
(Noach), explain that while Noach was indeed a true tzaddik,
he failed to fulfill the mitzvah of (Vayikra 19, 17): m2n nam”
"y nk—you shall rebuke your fellow. He was obliged to
rebuke the people of his generation and encourage them to
amend their corrupt behavior. He adds that this is why HKB”H
punished Noach by incarcerating him in the ark for an entire
year with animals and wild beasts. Thus, we have learned that
Noach was also sentenced to die in the mabul, because he did
not attempt to rectify the people of his generation.

Based on this explanation, it appears that we can explain how
Yosef, a gilgul of Noach, rectified Noach’s flaw. After Yosef real-
ized that his brothers, the shevatim, sinned by selling him into
slavery, he recalled Noach'’s fatal flaw—his failure to reproach the
people of his generation. Yet, he was not in a position to rebuke

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
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them; for, they did not recognize him. Therefore, he devised a
clever ruse. He tormented them with the accusation (Bereishis
42, 9): "anxRa yax N1y IR N8RS BAR 2Y9aan”—you are spies; you
have come to see where the land is vulnerable! They were so
tormented that they were provoked and stirred to perform tes-
huvah, as it is written (ibid. 42, 21): mmwK Yax 1R Yx @R 1080
TR FINRD 15 DY 1uynw K91 IR BINNNS 1Wh1 11 12080 TR 10K DY N
"nxt mgn—they said to one another, “Indeed, we are guilty
concerning our brother inasmuch as we witnessed his heart-
felt anguish, as he pleaded with us, and we did not listen.
This is why this anguish has befallen us.

Let us add another vital point. Not only did Yosef HaTzad-
dik rebuke his brothers, but he taught all of Yisrael to follow
in his footsteps and to maintain their kedushah in Mitzrayim.
As we learn in the Midrash (V.R. 32, 5): mxgy 9721 prmgny 199 qo1”
1Y 71T 70 ORTD NN 73 RO 237 MK ANI0TS YNAWY 1A it 1
e by HRawe oxaw meys Yosef descended to Egypt and safe-
guarded himself from immorality; in his merit, Yisrael also
safeguarded themselves from immorality. Rabbi Chiya bar
Abba said: On account of this alone, Yisrael deserved to be
redeemed. So, this is how Yosef rectified Noach’s flaw of not
having rebuked the people of his generation.

Now, this enlightens us as to why our blessed sages assert
that even Noach was included in the cataclysmic decree: %y ax”
1M R2? M1 DAY 9D TNAMN TMNRIY /TP I R¥RAW KYKR 177 91 RN
mmepya In truth, Noach did not deserve to be spared from the
mabul, because he failed to reproach the people of his genera-
tion and refine them. Yet, he found favor in the eyes of Hashem,
because HKB”H considered the future. This is implied by the
phrase "n »»p3”. For, the name n"»111 indicates specifically that
the past, the present and the future are all equal in His eyes.
HKB”H foresaw that in the gilgul of Yosef, Noach'’s flaw would be
rectified. Therefore, in that merit, Noach was spared from the
decree of the mabul.

Yosef Purchased the Egyptians’ Land
in Preparation for Saving Yisrael’s Children

Following this line of reasoning, we will proceed to explain
Yosef HaTzaddik’s profound strategy. He purchased all the land
in Mitzrayim, as described in parshas Mikeitz. When the Egyp-
tians approached Yosef, requesting that he provide for them
(ibid. 47, 20): wox @*xn 1751 5 p9aY DR NRTIR Y5 NX 01 1P
"rynaY YART N ayan oy g oo wrrw—thus Yosef acquired all
the land of Mitzrayim for Pharaoh, for every Egyptian sold



his field, because the famine overwhelmed them; thus the
land became Pharaoh’s. We can suggest that Yosef acquired
the land, because he intended to prepare for the salvation of the
children of Yisrael that would be swallowed up by the earth.
For, as we know, Mitzrayim is referred to as "yaxm n1my”, because
perversion and immorality were pervasive there.
recognized the grave spiritual danger that awaited Yisrael’s
newborns that were destined to be swallowed up by the spiri-

Hence, he

tually impure earth in Mitzrayim.

Therefore, Yosef cleverly implemented a plan to save them.
He acquired all the land in Mitzrayim for Pharaoh; and every-
thing belonging to Pharaoh was under his control and supervi-
sion. As Pharaoh said to him (ibid. 41, 40): %1 >n22 %y monn nnR”
Y MR 2NN 1IRT 90T DR 7Pa0 R0, YR Roon pa ny B per
"mvaxn yaR Ys—you will be in charge of my house and by your
command will all my people be sustained; only the throne
will outrank you. Then Pharaoh said to Yosef, “See! I have
placed you in charge of the entire land of Mitzrayim.” Thus,
with his kedushah as the paradigm tzaddik, he was able to ne-
gate the tumah that prevailed in the land and pave the way for
Yisrael to sanctify themselves and safeguard themselves from
immorality. In that merit, the ground of Mitzrayim was imbued
with kedushah and became suitable to swallow the newborns
of Yisrael and save them from death.

Let us add a vital point based on the passuk in parshas No-
ach (ibid. 6, 13): yax: 18bn 2 2285 83 w2 Y3 pp b QPR R
"PART AN QRTYR 22 aaan onan—G-d said to Noach, “The end
of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with
robbery because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy
them from the earth.” Rashi comments, in the name of the
Midrash (ibid. 13): When the passuk says “from the earth,”
it means “with the earth,” for the upper three tefachim—
handbreadths—of the soil, corresponding to the depth that
a plow’s blade enters the soil, were also dissolved and
washed away. The Midrash (B.R. 28, 8) explains that even the
earth had been corrupted and didn’t function naturally dur-
ing the generation of the mabul. When wheat was planted, the
earth yielded something else: ax ..51amm 2112 1wyn pby Yon”
7121 Rpan R een a1y pyar e, anet yart Therefore, she, too,
was punished along with mankind.

Seemingly, this is curious and difficult to comprehend, see-
ing as the earth lacks a yetzer hara. So, how can it sin? Yet, we
learn from our sacred sefarim that when man sins, it affects all
of creation that was created for the benefit of Yisrael. This was
evident after the sin of Adam HaRishon. We saw there that the
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earth was also cursed (ibid. 3, 18): "% mren 271911 y177"—thorns
and thistles shall it sprout for you. Accordingly, by not hav-
ing rebuked the people of his generation, Noach caused pro-
found damage to the earth; hence, it was punished along with
the generation of the mabul.

This explains very nicely why Yosef HaTzaddik strove to rec-
tify the character flaw of Noach the tzaddik. He did so by gaining
control of all the land in Egypt to prepare the ground to swallow
the newborns of Yisrael and save them from the Egyptians. His
aim was to rectify the damage caused to the earth by Noach. As
explained, its nature had been corrupted and, as a consequence,
its upper three tefachim were washed away as a punishment.

The Neshamos of the Generation of the Mabul
Reincarnated into Mitzrayim

Let us now explore the wonders of Hashem as revealed to us
by the Arizal in Sha’ar HaPesukim (Shemos). The people that
lived in the generation of the mabul—“dor hamabul”—pos-
sessed holy Neshamos, which were, unfortunately, corrupted by
the prevalent behavior of that generation, which affected all of
creation. Nevertheless, we have a fundamental principle relat-
ed to the following passuk (Shmuel II 14, 14): *nYa% n1awnn swnr
"r1a 1 rr—and He ponders thoughts, so that no one will
be banished from Him. In keeping with this principle, HKB"H
arranged for the Neshamos of the generation of the mabul to
reincarnate into the members of Bnei Yisrael that descended to
Mitzrayim. Due to the suffering they endured there, their Ne-
shamos were refined in the so-called iron furnace of Mitzrayim.
Subsequently, they left Mitzrayim and received the Torah and
her mitzvot. Thus, they rectified the damage incurred by their
Neshamos during the generation of the mabul—when they be-
haved contrary to the will of Hashem.

Based on this understanding, the Arizal interprets Pharaoh’s
decrees (Shemos 1, 22): "mizbwn Rt 1von jan Ys"—every
male child that will be born, you shall throw him into the
river. Just as they were punished by water during the genera-
tion of the mabul; so, too, they were subjected to punishment
by water in Mitzrayim. In Mitzrayim, however, a significant
percentage achieved tikun due to their suffering and by subse-
quently receiving the Torah. Thus, we learn that the Neshamos
of Yisrael in Mitzrayim were the very same Neshamos as the
generation of the mabul. As explained, they were reincarnated,

so that they could achieve their complete tikun in Mitzrayim.

| 4



Also, we have achieved a better understanding of the won-
drous ways in which the Almighty manages creation. Noach’s
tikun was accomplished by his reincarnation into Yosef HaTzad-
dik. Noach’s flaw was that he failed to influence the people of
his generation with his kedushah to eliminate their immoral
behavior. Consequently, the Neshamos of that generation re-
incarnated into Mitzrayim. Noach, himself, reincarnated into
Yosef HaTzaddik, who safeguarded himself from immorality in
Mitzrayim. As we have learned, Yosef’s kedushah affected all of
Yisrael in Mitzrayim, namely the Neshamos of the generation
of the mabul. For, they also refrained from immoral acts and

merited the geulah from Mitzrayim.

Precisely for this purpose, Yosef acquired all the land in Mitz-
rayim for Pharaoh, so that it would be under his control and su-
pervision. Thus, he purified the land of its widespread tumah.
This enabled the land to swallow up the Neshamos of Yisrael’s
newborns—who were gilgulim from the generation of the mabul,
who had succumbed to immorality. In this manner, Yosef afford-
ed Noach his tikun for not having rebuked the people of his gen-
eration and having ultimately infected the earth.

This coincides beautifully with the comment of the Ba’al
HaTurim in parshas Noach pertaining to the passuk (Bereishis
6, 11): "onn yarn Ryam o*pora 1ua5 yara nnenr—and the earth
had become corrupt before G-d; and the earth had become
filled with robbery. He points out that the two words -any’
"yaRm K appear only twice throughout the entire Torah—once
in parshas Noach--"gnan yaxst XRvanr"—and a second time in this
week’s parsha-- "amiR yaxn Rynanr. Thus, the Torah is teaching
us that just as the earth became full of the newborns in Mitz-
rayim; so, too, the earth became full of the items people robbed

from one another in the generation of the mabul.

Let us explain this connection based on our current discus-
sion. In the generation of the mabul, the earth became so in-
fected and polluted that it yielded deviant species—instead of
wheat that had been planted, it would yield some other form
of vegetation. To rectify this deviant behavior, Yosef acquired
the land, so that it would gobble up the reincarnations of the
generation of the mabul. This is the implication of the words:
"AMIN YR Konant'—the earth was saturated with them.

This explains very nicely the Gemara cited above. According
to the Gemara, the Egyptians brought oxen to plow the fields
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that had swallowed up the newborns of Yisrael. Since the up-
permost three tefachim of the earth had been infected in the
generation of the mabul—the depth that is overturned by the
plow—the Egyptians thought that they could kill the newborns
via plowing. They did not realize, however, that Yosef had pre-
empted them by subduing the tumah of the land and curing the
land of its infection.

“Six in one womb” Alludes
to the Sixth Attribute—Yesod Tzaddik

Proceeding onward along this majestic path, we will now en-
deavor to explain why HKB”H arranged for the women of Yisrael
to bear six children at a time. As we know, Yosef HaTzaddik is
the embodiment of the midah of “yesod-tzaddik.” As we learn
in the Zohar hakadosh (Part 3, 302a): 11 1an 17215 Y y12 o
TR PRI TIDY PRI Yo pRT Nvpaork—Yosef knew HKB”H
through the midah known as “kol” and known as “yesod”
and known as “tzaddik.” Now, the midah of “yesod” (which
literally means “foundation”) is the sixth midah: -xan /9123 ,7om
Y 1 e nn; it, essentially, encompasses all of the six mi-
dot, as explained by our master, the Arizal, in Sha’ar HaPesukim
(Vayeitzei). There, he adds a wonderful allusion related to the
name Yosef. The gematria of 156) 7"e1) equals six times the
holy name 26) 11"1m), corresponding to the six midot that com-

prise “yesod-tzaddik.”

Now, since Yosef HaTzaddik represented the midah of “yesod-
tzaddik” and, as we learned from the Midrash, paved the way for
all of Yisrael to safeguard themselves from immorality, they mer-
ited giving birth to six children with each pregnancy, correspond-

ing to the six midot encompassed by “yesod-tzaddik.”

Searching for substantiation for this idea, I found that which
my heart desired in Yagel Yaakov (Shemos). He brings down
the following passage from the Midrash (S.R. 1, 8): 11aYyxaw 2231’
1w 198 TRAW? 2131 RN, N RY DpYR PR QDT naw 0 by ar 1xawn
-1 118 YRAWY 2181 MMRIY TN D52 W 1T AnRY AnR Y5 anN 8T
"ma112 “Bnei Yisrael were fruitful and proliferated”: Even
though Yosef and his brothers had passed away, their G-d
did not die. Rather, “Bnei Yisrael were fruitful and multi-
plied.” An alternative explanation: Each and every woman
gave birth to six children at a time, as it says, “Bnei Yisrael
were fruitful and multiplied, etc.”

| 5



He explains the meaning of the Midrash. Even though Yosef
and his brothers had passed away; nevertheless, their G-d did
not die. For, Yisrael remained devoted to the G-d of the she-
vatim, headed by Yosef. Yisrael adhered to the kedushah of
Yosef—"yesod-tzaddik”—by safeguarding themselves from im-
morality. In that merit: “Bnei Yisrael were fruitful, teemed, in-
creased, and became strong—very, very much so”—they gave
birth to six children at a time, corresponding to the kedushah of

Yosef, namely, the sixth midah.

We can now interpret the juxtaposition and flow of the pesu-
kim: “All of Yaakov’s progeny numbered seventy souls; and
Yosef was in Mitzrayim.” Rashi explains: It informs you of
Yosef’s righteousness; he was the same Yosef who tended
his father’s sheep; he was the same Yosef that was in Mitz-
rayim and became Kking; yet, he maintained his righteous-
ness. By maintaining his righteousness, he paved the way for
all of Yisrael to sanctify themselves with his kedushah. Thus, he
rectified the character flaw of Noach the tzaddik, who failed to
rebuke the people of his generation, necessitating their gilgul

into Mitzrayim.

Then the text continues: “Yosef died, and all his brothers
and that entire generation,” but their G-d did not die. For, Yis-
rael—the gilgulim of the generation of the mabul—adhered to
the kedushah of Yosef by refraining from immorality. Therefore,
they were rewarded: “Bnei Yisrael were fruitful, teemed, in-
creased, and became strong—very, very much so; and the
land became filled with them”—they delivered six children
per pregnancy, corresponding to the sixth midah, the midah of

“yesod,” epitomized by Yosef and his kedushah.

Then, the text concludes: “And the land became filled
with them.” As the Ba’al HaTurim explains, the land became
full and saturated with the children that were swallowed up in
order to protect them from the Egyptians. This constituted a
tikun for the perversion of the earth during the generation of
the mabul. Thus, all the Neshamos of the “dor hamabul” were
rectified, starting with the righteous Noach—who reincarnated
into Yosef HaTzaddik—and concluding with the rest of the “dor
hamabul”—who achieved tikun in Mitzrayim, were part of the

exodus and ultimately merited receiving the Torah.

Family Madeb for the

Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot

of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

Dedicated in honor of the 65th birthday of Sandy Herskowitz
by his children and grandchildren

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.com

|6



To sponsor or dedicate
this publication, please

call the Areivim office:
845-371-2760 or email
info@areivim.com

845-371-2760 |

reivim
LIFELONG SUCCESS
INFO@AREIVIM.COM

EMERGENCY HOTLINE
Dial: 845-371-2760
or Text: 914-490-8129

and type the word
“EMERGENCY”

| WWW.AREIVIM.COM

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com
and enter "Subscribe” into the subject line.

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

Hashem was angry at Moshe Rabbeinu for resisting his request to

take Klal Yisroel out of Mitzraim for seven days, there wasn’t any

punishment resulting from this anger. I'd like to offer an explanation
as to why Moshe Rabbeinu wasn’t punished.

I n this Parsha, Rav Yehoshua Ben Korcho explains that even though

| often remind people that Mitzvohs may not be the Rotzon Hashem,
what Hashem wants people to do, at that moment. Should a person
learn Torah if his wife needs extra help before Shabbos? Should a
person leave Davening early if he made a prior commitment to do
Chesed for a desperate friend? While a decision needs to be made
on a case by case basis, it is clear that not every Mitzvoh should be
done at every opportunity.

Similarly, there are Mitzvohs that are for everyone besides for select
individuals. Moshe Rabbeinu explained that he did not want to accept

a leadership role until now because that role was given to Aharon, his
older brother. In other words, that role was important, and should be
“grabbed” by anyone offered the position, except for him.Therefore,
even though Hashem demonstrated anger to Moshe Rabbeinu, he
wasn’t wrong for resisting Hashem’s request, and the anger didn’t
result in punishment. The anger was intended to convey to Moshe
Rabbeinu that, although his perspective was correct, he must still
accept the role of leader.

When people do Mitzvohs, they need to confirm that the
Mitzvohs are also the Rotzon Hashem. People should remember
that “for everything | am doing at this moment, there’s something |
am not doing” It is possible that what he’s not doing is the Rotzon
Hashem. This certainly should be considered, if the Mitzvoh may
involve an Aveiro, such as hurting the feelings of someone else, as
with Moshe Rabbeinu.

When, and How, to Lean on Others for Support

Part 2 of 2

that | sent to someone who believed that he had a difficult

upbringing, and insisted that, as a result, even in his adult life, he

had no control of his life. Therefore, without having other people
to take care of him, he won'’t be able to survive, let alone succeed. He
supported his claim by explaining to me that not only did his parents
not take care of him properly, or teach him the necessary skills to
succeed, they instilled many negative traits in him that he will never
be able to outgrow.The following was my response to him:

I 'd like to begin the second part of this article with a quick note

“You are probably unaware that the biggest

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

and only feel helpless in a single area of their lives. Instead of their
usual problem solving approach to life, they act, and talk, helpless.
They insist that the isolated problem is insurmountable, despite their
ability to succeed in other areas of their lives.

Many young adults, both men and women, come to me and ask for
help. Their tone of voice conveys to me that they will be failures,
regardless of what they, or |, will do for them.They present themselves
as “third generation welfare recipients”, unaware of their abilities and,
what's even worse, of their responsibilities to take care of themselves.

As with most character weaknesses, people

challenge facing adults who were raised in
unhealthy environments is not what you
believe it to be.The biggest challenge is the one
that fuels the problems that you listed to me.

“Lm[m;:fy ?EUPZE become Selfis[» /veafle, and
don't apprecinte that the people trying to
help them also have their own Lives and

don’t believe that they also apply to them. In
our discussions, they don’t believe that their
challenges are a lack of inner strength.

Your biggest challenge is not, as you believe,
your lack of skills and the intense dysfunction
which may have been internalized in you from your youth. It is your
belief that you don’t have control of your life. My response does not
deny any of your claims of mistreatment. It challenges your belief of
helplessness. The direction you should be taking is to realize that you
have to take control of your life.”

It's interesting to note that feelings of helplessness may not apply to
all parts of people’s lives.They may only manifest themselves in a small
part of their lives. They may be successful businessmen and fathers,

cimllmges. “

There are people whom | don’t know, who
often call me to ask me to help them find
them an apartment, or a family to “adopt” them. There’s less, if any,
talk, of my helping them find a job, or anything else that they can do
to help themselves.

When other people recognize that the people requesting help
believe that they are unable to help themselves, they “run” away.
This rejection leaves those requesting help even more disillusioned
with other people.They are unaware that their presentation is what
causes others not to want to help them.
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Those who don’t run away are often people who thrive when others
are dependent on them. The relationship is often short-lived and
toxic, because both parties are unhealthy people. One again, their
disappointment of others is reaffirmed.

This belief in helplessness isn’t exclusive to unhealthy families. It’s sad
to know how many people feel helpless. Many parents, even those
from healthy families, focus more on their children’s physical, rather
than emotional,needs. One of their most common mistakes is to make
all of their children’s decisions.They believe that they are protecting
them from anxiety. However, when they become adults, and are let
“loose” into the world, they are unprepared for the decisions, and
sacrifices, that they need to make.

Areivim doesn’t “run” when we're asked to “adopt” people. However,
we also don’t cater to their requests to take over their lives. Instead,
we present them with the following introductions, commitments, and
responsibilities:

a) They have to lead, and then we’ll follow.We are not a hotel.
As the saying goes, “Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day.
Teach a man to fish, and you feed him for a lifetime.” They have to
tell us their aspirations, their long term goals, and how they plan on
becoming self-reliant. Depending on individual circumstances, they
may have to tell us a detailed plan or, at least, an overview of what
they hope to achieve in the coming months. We also spend a lot of
time empowering them and discussing their potential. Even when we
do things for them, we ask them to stand alongside.

b) They have to accept the fact that the solution for their

immediate problem may take several days, or weeks. We
console them by reminding them that tackling their problems in an
effective manner will give them long term success, instead of a quick
fix, which will eventually “run out”.

c) Teenagers, and young adults, don’t realize that others will
lose interest in their ‘“you have no idea what it was like to
be brought up in my house” excuse, as to why they didn’t
follow through with their commitments. | once explained to
an |8 year old boy that, in a few years, no one would be interested in
his childhood story.Their employers, spouses, children, and neighbors
want the bills paid, carpools completed, and their lawns cut. The
earlier the age that people move past their obsessions with their
teenage Yyears, the quicker they will be able to build real relationships.

4) Unhappy people become selfish people, and don’t
appreciate that the people trying to help them also have
their own lives and challenges. Not everyone has an extra hour,
an available car, or money to lend. Asking for favors with an attitude
that everyone else’s lives are more simple than theirs and, as a result,
they “owe” them, unnerves people, and will cause them to believe
that they’re entering a relationship which won’t give them anything
positive.

This message may be easy to grasp, but more difficult to apply. Those
who care about helpless people may grasp the concept easily, but
may find it difficult to know how to use the points of this article
without scaring them away. People should not be tough with them,
but they need to find the perfect balance between advocating for
them, empowering them, and holding their hands, so that they can
become independent.

Story from "Torah Tavlin" By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

hen the dream of a large, beautiful and well-appointed yeshivah
W in the city of Lublin, had gone from the planning stages to

becoming a reality, the founder and Rosh Yeshiva of the famed

Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, R’ Meir Shapiro ZT"L, the Lubliner
Rav, recognized that such a bold undertaking would require an amount of
funds that was unprecedented in Polish Jewry. It was clear that he had no
choice but to travel to the distant shores of America, to build support and
raise the necessary funds for his life's work.
Arriving in the “goldene Medina,” R’ Meir was extremely well-received by
most American Jews and his gift of speech captured the hearts and minds
of his enraptured listeners. However, not everyone got his message.

In one small rural town, a rather curious thing happened: When the
community heads invited him to speak, they described the Jewish
inhabitants as unlearned boors, who knew virtually nothing of the Jewish
tradition. They emphasized that the Rav would have to speak in plain,
simple language that even the simple layman could understand. As
they explained, he would have to refrain from citing Torah and rabbinic
interpretation - because quite certainly he would not be understood.

Tailoring his talk to his audience, R’ Meir decided to tell a “Bible story.”
He related in simple terms how the daughter of Pharaoh found the infant
Moshe in a special box in the Nile River, whereupon she pulled him out of
the water and decided to bring him up as her own. Then, the Rov made a
simple point. When she made her decision and acted on it, she didn’t know
how the child would turn out, what he would be when he grew up. There
was no way she could guess, much less foresee, that he would become the
virtual king of the Jewish People, and the greatest of prophets, who would

0'129 |n'0...N12N NN

give them the Torah. But still, nevertheless, she took him in and raised him
as her own.

How great would have been her happiness, declaimed R’ Meir, now
excitedly wrapping up his speech with his best salesman’s pitch, if she could
have known then the future life of this little infant that she took. How elated
she would have been, how readily would she have undoubtedly devoted
herself completely to the little boy! In our day, too, R’Meir concluded, when
someone is asked to give money for a yeshiva, let him stop and think: How
much would he - or any Jew - be willing to give if he knew for certain that
his money would help sustain a boy in that yeshiva who would grow up
into a world-renowned scholar like the Chofetz Chaim, for example, a great
international spiritual leader!

It was a perfectly simple talk, he believed, that even the greatestignoramus
could understand. Yet afterward, R’Meir overheard a conversation between
a father and his son, which made him realize that even this basic talk of his
never got off the ground for a substantial portion of his listeners.

As they passed within earshot of R'Meir, the boy said to his father, pointing
a finger at the Rov, “Papa, that rabbi was in a special box in the river?”

“Sure,” answered the obviously confused father, albeit with a gaze of
admiration. “You heard him, didn’t you?”

The boy was duly impressed. “And he got out of the box all by himself,
safe and sound?”

The father's gaze never left R’ Meir's face. “Well, there you see him,
standing before us, and he’s perfectly all right, isnt he?”

Right then, the little boy tugged at his father’s sleeve. “If that’s so, Papa,
for a trick like that he deserves at least a ten-dollar bill!”
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David Gurwitz
Parshas Shemos

Houses and Matzoh in Sefer Shemos

The Torah uses the word nitzim when it describes Moshe Rabbeinu seeing two Jews “fighting.” Rav
Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains that the word matzoh means strife. He echoes what the Sefas
Emes points out, that our two words for bread, matzoh and lechem, are directly related to struggle,
nitzim and milchama. The curse that Adam Harishon had to struggle to earn his bread with sweat is
mystically reflected in the words themselves.

Rav Hirsch takes us through a wonderful word derivation journey regarding matzoh. The word notzeh
relates to nosei, which means to freely transfer into the power of someone else. Notzeh means to offer
resistance to submitting to someone else, which leads to...strife.

Now watch this. When one of the striving ones gets his point, notzeh becomes netzach, with the strife
now at rest, as usually expresses by the sound of the Ches. (It is interesting that the middah of netzach
is associated with Moshe, and netzach has the same gematriah -148 - as that of Pesach.)

The word nisah means tested, to bring out, in a peaceful way, someone’s power of resistance. The world
of chemical fermentation, Rav Hirsch writes, is nothing more than the particles of a mass coming into
strife. Now for the conclusion: If this strife has begun but is arrested, the result is matzoh, which literally
means arrested strife. Chometz is, therefore, unarrested strife. Just this insight alone can make for a
completely different Pesach seder!

Rav Hirsch then comments that the expression said to Moshe by the one of the fighters, “Mi samcha
le’ish - Who made you into a man?” reveals a trait of obstinacy which characterizes our situation today.
Yet, this trait, like all middos, has another side. It has made us bend toward Hashem and hold firm
against human authority. In effect, not all “strifing” is bad.

Let’s look at the overall structure of Sefer Shemos to see where resistance actually serves us quite
well - in the proper Jewish perspective on what constitutes
a house.

Rav Yitzchok Hutner zt”l distinguished between the two great house constructions described in detail in
the Torah.

The first is Noach’s teivah and the second is the Mishkan, which takes up the second half of Sefer
Shemos. Besides materials and design, the basic difference, says Rav Hutner, was the following: The
teivah was built while the builder was surrounded by perversion and corruption, while the Mishkan was
built by a kingdom of priests and by a holy nation. The Mishkan brought light to the world. The teivah,
by necessity, was built as a retreat from evil. Therefore, says the Ramban, the geulah was completed
only when the Bnei Yisroel returned to a place where they could pray, where the Shechinah could rest.
This occurred only after the Mishkan - which sounds like Shechinah - was built.
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The Bais Hamikdosh replaced the Mishkan. Since its destruction, we can access the Shechinah in our
shuls, in our batim (houses), and in our botei medrash (houses of study).

A little known fact that the Gemara tells us is that when the Bais Hamikdosh was burned, its sparks flew
into the air and winds carried these pieces all over the world, landing on every spot where a shul is or
would be built. So, literally, we are standing on a piece of the Bais Hamikdosh when we stand in shul.
This is not an insignificant thought to consider as we contemplate our avodah regarding talking in shul
and other areas of proper decorum.

Let’s now return to the two Jews fighting for a further lesson in “house” appreciation. After hearing the
harsh response to his attempts to make peace, including a reference to his killing of the Mitzri, Moshe
was frightened. He said, “Achein nodah hadovor,” which literally means “the thing has become known.”
Rashi says that the “thing” refers to being informers, more than all the other seventy nations, and that
is why we were punished with such crushing labor.

The Maharal of Prague tells us that the word achein - spelled Alef (1), Chof (20), Nun (50) - teaches
us that we are one and other nations are seventy in terms of how we speak or should speak. Hadovor
also means “the spoken.”

Perhaps the entire expression can also teach us about the house that is, perhaps, the most difficult
one to maintain - our mouth. How? The gematriah of “Achein nodah hadovor” is 412, the value of the
word bayis!

There are several uses and references to the word bayis in Parshas Shemos. We can learn about the
Jewish way to see a house by looking inside the Hebrew word bayis. Lashon Hakodesh always provides
us with amazing insights.

The word — and letter - bayis, when spelled out, has the letters Yud (10) and Sof (400) inside. These
“inside letters” add up to 410, which is the value of the word kadosh. 410 is also ten times the value of
the word aim, mother. The inside of a bayis is innately kadosh, and designed to be nurturing. It is our
job to access it.

Now we can perhaps understand why the Torah mentions two times that these midwives feared Hashem,
and Hashem “gave them houses.” What kind of houses were they? Rashi says that these houses were
dynasties: kohanim and Leviim from Shifrah (Yocheved), and royalty (Dovid Hamelech) from Puah
(Miriam). Shifrah and Puah, as well as all the Jewish women who continued to have babies despite the
workload of their husbands, understood the essence of the inside of a house, and the inside of a Jewish
woman - kedushah, resistance, separating from unholy things, and refraining from improper words and
actions.

It is fascinating that the value of the words Shifrah and Puah add up, with the two words, to the same
value as Ohr Yisroel (748). It is also fascinating that the names Shifrah and Puah, also with the two
names, add up in value to the word shemos. Why?

The names, the precious counting, the lights of Yisroel are all tied to the reward of houses and
lineages given to these “resistant” women, who, in resisting the outside world pressures, brought
blessing to the houses of Klal Yisroel.

May we learn from our holy women the kedushah of the house and the kedushah inside our mouths.
Their endless self-sacrifice, and their acting against Paroh, was rewarded. Those who beautify Jewish
babies and those who comfort Jewish babies and Jewish mothers will be rewarded. These parshiyos of
Shovevim are a call to remember that all of our houses are potential dynasties, and that Jewish
women, and their self-sacrifice and resistance to Mitzri philosophy, as well as their tznius, should
reinforce our focus on the inside of the letter Bais, the bayis. Therein lies kedushah and our key to
Jewish survival.
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Parashas Shemos
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And there arose a new king who did not know Yosef. (1:8)

Galus, exile, is interpreted to mean displacement. A person in
exile is a displaced person. A person in exile is no longer himself; as he is
an expatriate from his home, his self-image is distorted. A Jew in galus is
a galus Jew who is devoid of the treasures and qualities that had been a
part of his life prior to his forced emigration from Yerushalayim — or, at
least, he should feel that way. The fact that we no longer feel (or ever
really felt) that we are missing our “home” is, in and of itself, another
and — perhaps deeper — sign of galus. While we might have many
treasures — both material and spiritual — that are part of our lives, they
are displaced, since we really belong elsewhere. That defines galus.

Horav Moshe Shapiro, zl, observes that the Egyptian exile, the
first of our exiles, commences (in the Torah) with the words, Vaykam
melech chodosh, “A new king arose.” The redemption from Egypt begins
with the words, Hachodesh ha’zeh lachem rosh chodoshim, “This month
shall be for you the beginning of the months” (12:2). This is a reference
to the mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh, Sanctifying the New Moon. New
king — exile; new moon — redemption. The word/concept of newness, in
regard to both exile and redemption, is not coincidental; it is by design.
We derive from here that our exile and redemption revolve around the
concept of newness, novelty. Veritably, if one were to peruse the
thesaurus for synonyms for “new,” he would find a host of words/terms,
some of which (in the context of galus/geulah, exile/redemption) do not
seem appropriate. As the Rosh Yeshivah explains, the galus began with
one form of newness, and the redemption began with another form of
newness. The exile began with the distortion of this concept; the
redemption set it right. How did this transpire? We must first
understand the meaning of “new.”

Nothing is wrong with seeking to innovate, to add newness.
The question is: at what and at whose expense? Novelty is wonderful;
innovation is laudatory, when it is built upon and based on the past. Rav
Shapiro quotes the pasuk in Hoshea 5:7, which Chazal cite as the
explanation for, “A new king arose over Egypt.” The Navi says, “They
betrayed G-d for they bore strange children; now newness shall devour
them.” Klal Yisrael sinned by transgressing the law prohibiting
intermarriage with non-Jews. It was an innovation that was counter to
the Torah. They were punished with a new month, a Chodesh (chadash,
new), the month of Av, during which the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed
and we were exiled from our Land.

Chazal teach that after Yosef died (Vayamas Yosef), the people
repealed the mitzvah of Bris Milah. They declared, “Let us be like the
Egyptians.” To be like them, we had to look like them. The Bris could not
engender an identity crisis, when the people strived so hard to be like
the goyim. Once they did this, Hashem gave them a “new” king; actually,
he was the same king with renewed decrees. When our concept of
innovation is defined by doing away with the old, Hashem delivers to us
something “new”, that comes in the form of payback/punishment for
our rejection of Him.

Our longing for novelty — rejecting the old, tried and proven
for the new — is something with which we are sadly acquainted. At the
close of the eighteenth century, the mother of rebellious movements,
the Haskalah, Enlightenment, began to take root among Jews in Europe
and Russia. The scourge of newness encouraged Jews, who had for
centuries been removed from the influence of the gentiles, to leave the
ghetto. Haskalah preached innovation, a new face, acculturation,
assimilation, and ultimate shmad, apostasy. Haskalah was the precursor

of the “isms”: Communism; Socialism; and others that followed,
presenting themselves as Jewish by nature, such as secular Zionism, a
new religion based on the Holy Land as their religious dogma. As the
Navi Hoshea said, “Now newness shall devour them” — and it did.

Innovation is screaming for more innovation and doing away
with the old. Openness and newness seem to be holding hands, with the
Jewish religion as their victim. Such newness which abrogates the old
and traditional is all- consuming — in the sense that it consumes, devours
and destroys any connection with the old.

We did not learn from the Egyptian exile. The redemption
came as a result of newness — but it was a newness of, “This new month
is yours”. This type of “newness” adds new, more, building on the tried
and proven, while the other type of “new” expunges the old, devours
and consumes. | think the pasuk that best describes our yearning for the
“added” new is expressed by the Navi (Eichah 5:21), Hashiveinu Hashem
eilecha, v’'nashuvah chadeish yameinu k’kedem, “Bring us back to You,
and we shall return, renew our days as of old.”

Simply, this reflects our yearning for a return to the days when
the majesty of the Bais Hamikdash permeated our lives, when we were
able to live as Jews in our homeland, serving Hashem and following His
Torah. What is the meaning of “Renew our days as of 0ld”? Do we seek
new or old? The Navi is hereby relating to us the prescription for seeking
newness, the approach to redemption — “renew as of old.” We do not
want to do away with the old — nor do we want to reject innovation if it
will increase and embellish our service to Hashem. We want to renew,
add newness to the old, but never regret the glorious life that we had.
Those who denigrate the shtet/ because they seek modernity and
openness “open” themselves to assimilation. To them, tradition is
archaic and shameful when, in fact, it should be our greatest source of
pride. Perhaps our motto should be “innovation in continuity”, every
moment is a new moment added onto the old. As Rav Shapiro says, “Life
of now is not life of before — a moment earlier was life of then, now is
the welling forth of the moment.”

One is alive because he lives now — not because he has
continued from before. There is a chiddush in every moment. Hashem
creates us with every breath. Life is the constant welling forth of life,
which is renewed incessantly at every instant. That is the “new” of
redemption.
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Because the midwives feared G-d, He gave them houses. (1:21)

Rashi explains that these houses were the houses of Kehunah,
Leviyah and Malchus. Horav Yisrael Belsky, zl, expounds on Rashi,
demonstrating that what appears to be a homiletic interpretation
(bayis/house is a structure of wood and stone — not a family. Thus, one
must apply an interpretive approach in order to translate bayis to be a
family) is actually the definitive meaning of the word. The Torah here
defines bayis as the continuation/extension of the family unit: Bais
Aharon barchu es Hashem, “House of Aharon, bless Hashem.” When we
say this, we are expressing the fundamental nature of the descendants
of Aharon HaKohen. Not only is each Kohen a physical descendant of
Aharon, but he is also a living continuation of Aharon’s work and
represents the fundamental principles and values which he established.
Thus, when Kohanim perform their priestly duties, such as blessing the
people, they call to mind that as descendants of Aharon HaKohen/Bais
Aharon, they represent continuity. Aharon lives on through their
commitment to upholding the duties of Kehunah. Each of them is the
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living embodiment and extension of the first Kohen, the Patriarch and
Progenitor of Bais Aharon.

A debate takes place in the Talmud Menachos 53a concerning
the value of yichus, pedigree, with the Rabbanan positing that one who
has great yichus is worthy of great honour. Indeed, his presence at a
function elevates and gives eminence to the function. Rabbi Preida
disagrees, contending that it all emanates from his Torah scholarship. If
he has developed a high degree of erudition, then he is certainly
deserving of honour. If, however, his only worthiness is his pedigree,
then he is far from honourable.

Essentially, Chazal are teaching us that pedigree, in and of
itself, has no intrinsic value. A person should be judged by his own
personal achievement — not by that of his forebears. On a deeper level,
explains Rav Belsky, Chazal are teaching us that yichus begets
responsibility. The greater one’s pedigree, the greater and loftier is his
responsibility to live up to his yichus. Pedigree is not simply a privilege; it
is an enormous responsibility.

The offspring of Aharon HaKohen (this applies to anyone who
carries the “yoke” of yichus upon his shoulders) carry the priestly
responsibility. They may not relinquish it. They are obligated to carry the
tradition of Aharon HaKohen and lead a life of harmony with the
principles of Bais Aharon. They are Aharon HaKohen’s living legacy. If
they fail to honour that tradition, they are dishonouring Bais Aharon.
Therefore, Va’yaas lahem batim means that Hashem imbued the yiraas
Shomayim, G-d-fearing characteristic that personified both Shifrah and
Puah, deeply within the character of their descendants. Yiraas
Shomayim became a family trait, part of their familial DNA. These
families who were noted for their spiritual achievement, their ability to
rise above their inclinations, who served as exemplars of yiraas
Shomayim, heralded from Shifrah and Puah. Chazal identify these
families as Leviim, Kohanim and Melachim.
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She saw that he was good, and she hid him for three months. (2:2)

Yocheved conceived and gave birth to Moshe Rabbeinu. The
Torah informs us that the infant Moshe remained with his mother for
three months. Interestingly, the Torah does not mention his mother
giving him a name. One would think that over the three-month period,
Yocheved would have named her son. Horav Mordechai Gifter, zl, offers
an insightful explanation. A name is far more than just a title of
reference. A name represents its bearer, his very essence, character and
abilities. A name defines a person. This, however, can only be said of the
average person who, by excelling in certain areas more so than in others,
indicates that he possesses a distinctly measurable amount of ability
and talent. In other words, we are all comprised of various attributes,
some in which we excel more or better than in others. Thus, a name
personifies the person’s abilities (or areas in which he excels) in contrast
to his inabilities. If one is perfect, however, no name can define him,
because he excels in all of his abilities. Without some sort of deficiency
in which one demonstrates imperfection, there is no room to distinguish
between: ability and inability; talent in opposition to lack thereof. What
name do you give to the individual who is perfect, to one who is
consummately good?

Moshe Rabbeinu was the epitome of human perfection. He
“had it all” and made use of every one of his G-d-given gifts to execute
his mission in life. What do you give to someone who has everything?
Our pasuk says of Moshe — Ki tov hu, “He was good!” We simply have no
other words with which to describe him. Tov. Good. That was his name.

Perhaps we can explain this further. Following the creation of
Adam HaRishon, Hashem said, Lo tov he’yos ha’adam levado, “It is not
good that man be alone” (Bereishis 2:18). The Torah is teaching us a
primary concept with regard to mankind. A man alone is /o tov — “not
good.” Man was created for a purpose. Horav Chaim Voloziner, 2z,
expresses that purpose in simple, but definitive, terms: L’hoil I'acharini—
“To help others.” We are not here for ourselves. Therefore, we cannot
live a reclusive existence. When one is alone —it/he is not good.

Moshe’s first public appearance, his primary egress from the
solitude of Pharaoh’s palace into the outside world, consisted of, V’yaar
b’siviosame, “And (he) observed their burdens” (ibid 2:11). What
constituted Moshe’s “observing” his brethren? Nosan eino v’libo lihiyos
meitzar aleiheim, “He focused his eyes and heart to be distressed over
them” (Rashi). Moshe identified with his people. He empathised with
their pain. He did not want to be alone. Throughout his life he displayed
this compassion. Tov is the perfect person. Lo tov is one who is alone.
When one is alone he is imperfect, because he cannot help his brother.
Our mission in life is to focus on achieving the appellation, “tov.”
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And she sent her maidservant and she took it. (2:5)

The Midrash translates amasah as “her arm” (not “her
maidservant”). Thus (since she was not close to the basket), she
stretched out her arm to reach the basket, and her arm miraculously
became sufficiently elongated to reach the basket. The Kotzker Rebbe, zI,
derives from this episode that one should do whatever possible, to
never give up, to never say, “I cannot do it. It is impossible.” One should
make the attempt; perhaps he will achieve success. Bisyah was distant
from the basket. She tried to reach it, and Hashem enabled her. Never
say “never,” because everything is in Hashem’s hands.

Hashem told Avraham Avinu, “Look up at the Heaven and
count the stars, if you can count them.” Hashem said, “So shall be your
offspring” (Bereishis 15:5). Horav Meir Shapiro, zl, commented that if
anyone other than Avraham would have been told to count the stars,
the immediate response would be, “No way. It is impossible!” The
number of stars is infinite. Who can bother counting them? When
Hashem “instructed” Avraham to do so, he began counting! Hashem
said, Ko yiheyeh zaracha, “So shall be your offspring!” The Jewish People
will never say a task is impossible. “Impossible” is a word that should not
be found in the Jewish lexicon. A Jew always makes an attempt. He does
whatever he can. The rest is up to Hashem. It always is.

Horav Elimelech Biderman, Shlita, relates that when his father
was a young boy living in Tel Aviv, one evening there was no running
water in their house. His father and his brothers went to sleep that night
without preparing a cup of negel vasser, water to wash their hands upon
arising in the morning. Their father asked them, “Why did you not
prepare negel vasser?” They replied, “When there is no water, one does
not prepare.” Their father countered, “That is true, but why did you not
at least place the empty cup next to your bed?” A Jew must do whatever
is in his ability to do. The rest is (always) up to Hashem. Indeed, when
we “do,” He helps.
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She opened it and saw him, and behold! A youth was crying. She took
pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew boys.” (2:6)

Rashi explains the transformation in the description of the
child in the basket from yeled, boy (infant, young child), to naar, youth
(implying that he was far from infancy), by asserting that while the child
was an infant, his voice was that of a youth. Why did Hashem change
the tenor of the infant’s voice to make it seem as if it were emanating
from someone much older? The commentators offer a number of
explanations, many of which have appeared over the years on these
pages.

Horav Tzvi Hirsch Ferber, zIl, who was Rav in London’s West
End over a century ago (he was a brilliant student of Yeshivas Slabodka
and one of the primary staunch anchors of Orthodoxy in England and
Western Europe during that period), explains this based upon the
warning that Pharaoh received from his astrologers. Until now, he had
been told that the Jewish saviour would be born to a Jewish mother.
Now they said that the Jewish saviour might be an Egyptian child, and
his birth was to be that very day. This was too much for the insecure
Pharaoh to handle. No longer did he decree that only Jewish male
babies be drowned, but now, all new-borns — both Jewish and Egyptian
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— were to be murdered. Every child who entered the world was a threat
to him. The simple explanation for their astrological ambiguity is that
Moshe Rabbeinu was raised in Pharaoh’s palace by none other than
Pharaoh’s daughter. This is why the Egyptian astrologers were uncertain
whether the Jewish saviour was Jewish or Egyptian.

Rav Ferber explains that by having Moshe’s voice “age” to the
point of maturity, he gave the impression that he was not a recently
born infant, but that he had been around for a while. He was certainly
not born that specific day, as had been predicted by the Egyptian
astrologers.

Yalkut Reuveni and Baal HaTurim contend that the pasuk,
V’hinei naar bocheh, “And behold! A youth was crying,” refers to
Moshe’s older brother Aharon (HakKohen). Aharon was all of three years
old, but he was the youth who had stood watch over his little brother.
Since the Jewish People maintained their traditional mode of dress (they
did not adopt Egyptian styles), it was obvious that the boy who was
standing guard over Moshe, and who was crying out of fear for the
infant, was none other than Aharon, a Jewish boy. If he was Jewish, it
made sense that the infant was also Jewish.

Perhaps we might add that Bisyah, the daughter of Pharaoh,
sensed that the infant was Jewish, because she saw another older boy
crying out of fear for the infant’s safety. She understood that the infant
was Jewish, because only a Jew cries for his brother. | do not negate the
many organisations and endeavours headed by non-Jews. They, too,
perform acts of chesed. The difference (I feel) lies in the tears. We act
out of personal empathy. Another Jew’s pain is my pain. We are all
family. When a Jew is in trouble, his “brother” weeps for him. Bisya
knew that the infant was Jewish, because his “brother” was crying for
him.

Bisya raised Moshe in her home/Pharaoh’s palace. For all
intents and purposes Moshe, the infant in the reed basket, was alone in
the world, cast into the water, accompanied with nothing but his
parents’ prayers that Hashem would protect him. Bisya discovered the
infant and took him home. Chazal/Megillah 13a) states: Kol ha’megadel
yasom b’soch baiso maaleh alav ha’kasuv K’ilu yoldo; “Whoever raises
an orphan in his house, the Torah considers it as if he gave birth to him.”
This phrase obviously has profound meaning. One thing is for certain,
raising a child that seems neglected, giving him (or her) a new lease on
life (this applies to the spiritual, as well as the physical/material), is a
lofty mitzvah and earns one a very special relationship with the child —
to the point that he is considered to be the child’s (surrogate)
progenitor.

We now understand, observes Rav Ferber, why Pharaoh’s
astrologers were uncertain concerning the nationhood of origin of the
Jewish saviour to be born that day. Indeed, Moshe was born to
Yocheved, but raised by Bisya. This allows for him to have “dual
citizenship” — at least in the eyes of Pharaoh’s astrologers whose
prophesies were, at best, ambiguous. Thus, they did not know Moshe
Rabbeinu’s natural origins.

As an aside, Horav Yitzchak Yeruchem Diskin, zl, son of the
saintly Maharil Diskin and successor to him at the Diskin Orphan Home
for Girls, asked why Chazal underscore raising the orphan b’soch baiso,
“in his home”. They could simply have said, “Whoever raises an orphan.”
What meaning does the “house” have on raising the child? He explains
that one is obligated to raise an orphan in such a loving manner that the
child feels he/she is a member of his household. An orphan, or anyone
who is challenged for whatever reason, should not feel that he is
different.

In a similar vein, Horav Yaakov Weinberg, zI asked why young
school children are called tinokos shel bais rabban. He explains that a
child should be so close to his rebbe (and the relationship should be
reciprocal, which it must be if the child is to feel that close) that he
considers himself to be a ben bayis, member of his rebbe’s household.

The Klausenberger Rebbe, zl, was known for his brilliance in
Torah erudition, as well as for his fiery commitment to re-establishing
Klal Yisrael following the Holocaust. His work in Foehrenwald and
Feldafing oriented towards returning the hearts of the survivors to
Hashem is legend. Perhaps the crowning glory of the Rebbe’s work was
the establishment of a yeshivah for boys and young men and a religious

school for girls. These two institutions literally saved hundreds of young
people from spiritual extinction. Indeed, the Rebbe (having lost his
entire family) was considered the father of these orphans. The girls’
school, which soon had 250 girls, served as a spiritual haven during a
time of spiritual upheaval, with the flood of apostasy raging all around.
The secularists could not understand how, after suffering such physical
and emotional trauma and travail, these broken souls could still
maintain their relationship of love with Hashem.

One incident, which occurred on Erev Yom Kippur 1946, has
received much documentation. | record it to underscore how far one of
the most revered and saintly Admorim of the last century (perhaps)
altered his usual spiritual demeanour in order to comfort and hearten a
young orphan.

As Yom Kippur approached, the principal of the girls’ school
came to the Rebbe with a request: “Is not every Jewish girl entitled to a
blessing from her father on Erev Yom Kippur? Why should these girls
lose out just because they are orphans?” The Rebbe was visibly moved
by this request, and he acquiesced to bless the girls. Shortly before the
Kol Nidrei service, one of the most profound, defining moments of the
year, as Jews are about to usher in the holiest day of the Jewish
calendar, all of the girls lined up at the window to the Rebbe’s room. He
wrapped his hands in a scarf and placed them on the head of each girl
and, with great emotion, tears streaming down his face, he blessed each
one in the memory of the holy souls who had perished in the Holocaust.
This was “b’soch baiso.”

Va’ani Tefillah
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U’lolam lo neivosh ki becah batachnu.
May we never be put to shame by the level of our bitachon, trust
in You.

We ask Hashem to help us achieve a level of trust in Him that
will allow us to face the Heavenly Tribunal without shame. When we
“arrive” in Olam Habba, we will be asked, “Did you truly have bitachon
in Hashem?” Our answer will be truthful, because only truth reigns
there. Thus, it is our prayer that our answer to this most compelling
question be a resounding, “Yes!” This prayer is most unique in its
message. When we pray to Hashem, we usually ask to be spared pain,
anxiety, etc. This is the first time that we ask to be spared shame. After
all, if a person wants to be spared from shame, let him act properly.
Perhaps the reason is that in this tefillah, we pray for five groups of
people who have earned great distinction for their total commitment to
Hashem.

When we pray for ourselves, our mind is focused on ourselves
and on our actions. It is only about me/us. Shame is relative. When we
first pray for others who are indisputably worthy of praise and then we
ask that our portion be included with them, we are suddenly confronted
with comparison issues. Are we worthy of being in their shadow? Do we
have a right to ask to be included with them? This is why we ask Hashem
to help us be worthy of giving an affirmative reply to the questions of

the Tribunal.
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Shemos

The Perfect You

(1
I'm hungry Imma. What’s for dinner?”

“Let’s begin by washing for bread, Avi.”
“Okay, Imma. Those slices of challah left
over from Shabbos look delicious. May |
have a few pieces?”

“Sure, Avi. However, first make your
bracha of ‘hamotzi’ on this.”

Avi’'s mother hands him a small roll of
dark bread. It looks a little old. It is cer-
tainly not as nice and tasty as the challah.

“Imma, | would much rather make my
bracha on the yummy challah than on
this old dark bread. Are we not supposed
to make our bracha over the food that is
more choshuv (important)? “

“True, Avi. However, this dark bread has
a very big maaleh (advantage) over

the challah. It is shalem - a (

complete loaf.”
“Yes, but the challah has many
other points that are superior -l
taste, aroma, appearance.” (
“You are right, Avi. /

Therefore, we must look at ——
how Hashem defines chashivus

(importance). What is more choshuv in
His eyes? He looks at shelaymus (comple-
tion) as the most important thing when
making a bracha of hamotzi. It outweighs
taste, freshness, and all of those other
features.”

“Amazing, Imma.”

“Avi, | will tell you something even more
amazing, Avi. Rav Yerucham Levovitz
uses this example (which is from the Alter
of Kelm) to teach us an important princi-
ple in avodas (serving) Hashem. The most
significant thing that you can achieve in
life is shelaymus. Spiritual perfection is
life’s greatest accomplishment. We see this
point brought out in the parasha. The
verses list the Jews who went down to
Mitzrayim with Yaakov. Then it states
that Yosef was in Mitzrayim (Shemos 1:5).
Rashi points out that we already know
this fact.”

“Why does the Torah have to repeat it?”
“Rashi answers that Yosef remained a
tsaddik in Mitzrayim. Despite all of the
tests, he stood fast in his righteousness.
He achieved shelaymus.”

“How can we relate to spiritual perfec-
tion, Imma? Physical things are real to us.
If you tell me | have to build a perfect
building, | can relate to that. | must start
by digging the foundations correctly.
Then | must build the structure. | have to
install the plumbing and wiring. The last
step is the finishing. If everything is done

exactly according to the plans, it is sha-
lem. However, if you tell me that | have
to do a mitzvah perfectly, my first instinct
is to begin looking for shortcuts.”
“Wonderful, Avi! Rav Yerucham stresses
the exact same point! What is the solu-
tion? We have to work hard at keeping
reality in perspective. The spiritual world
is the real world, and perfect mitzvos are
life’s greatest achievement. Don’t let
other things cloud your view.”

“Do you have a thought that | can focus
on — like a motto to remind me what |
should be doing?”

“Yes, Avi: yiras chet (fear of sinning). Rav
Yerucham says that this will bring a per-
son to shelaymus. One who is fearful of
ruining his beautiful pure neshama (soul)
will not sin.”

), )
N
/

beautiful
thought,
Imma. Besides
that, a person

should be afraid of the punishment that
he will receive for his aveyros (sins). We
see people suffering because of aveyros
throughout the Torah. We see a lot of
suffering during the slavery in Mitzrayim
in this week’s parasha.”
“Excellent, Avi. You are a very smart boy
if you use this as a motivation to keep
you from sinning.”
“l want to be shalem, Imma. Just like
Yosef HaTsaddik. | want to be the best
me that | can be.”
“You are off to a great start, Avi.”
’ Kinderlach . . .
i What does shelaymus mean? Being the
best you. Everyone is different, born with
different talents. Your job in this world is
i to use what you have to the maximum.
i Build a beautiful perfect spiritual building.
i How do you do this? By staying far, far
away from aveyros. They will weaken
your building, and eventually knock it
: down. Keep in mind that aveyros are ter-
rible for you. They ruin your life, and you
i receive very unpleasant punishments for
them. If you do this, you are on your way
to perfection. It is a life-long job. Start
i now, kinderlach. Set your eyes on life’s
i greatest goal — perfection!
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Our Part -- His Part

The Jewish people suffered terribly in

Mitzrayim. Pharaoh decreed that all Jew-
ish newborn males be thrown into the
river. Moshe Rabbeinu's mother at-
tempted to save her son by setting him
afloat on the river in a watertight basket.
At that time, Pharaoh's daughter was go-
ing to bathe in the river. She saw the bas-
ket, reached out her hand, and took it
(Shemos 2:5). Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu was
saved. The Malbim points out the has-
gacha pratis (Divine supervision) involved
in Moshe's salvation. Firstly, the daughter
of the king was very tsnuah (modest) and
did not usually go to bathe in a public
place such as the river. Secondly, her ser-
vants, who usually accompanied her eve-
rywhere, did not accompany her down
to the water. If they had been with her,
they would have seen her violate her
father's decree by saving the child.
Thirdly, Pharaoh's daughter saw the bas-
ket, although it was hidden among the
reeds. The gemora (Sotah 12b) relates
that although the basket was far away
from her, she reached out her hand, a
miracle happened, and it stretched many
cubits to the basket. To reach the basket
seemed impossible, however, she made a
small effort, and Hashem did the rest.

{* Kinderlach . . .

i We cannot despair, even if a problem

i seems overwhelming. We should make

i our best attempt to solve it, although our

efforts seem insufficient. If we merit suc-

cess, Hashem will take care of the rest.

i Moshe Rabbeinu's mother set him afloat in

i a basket on the river. Was this enough to :

3 i save him? Maybe not. After all, the basket
i i could turn over and he would drown. No
one might ever find him, or an animal :
P might find him. Hashem guided the events
] to ensure that the right person was in the
right place at the right time to save him.

i i The Chofetz Chaim says that Pharaoh's
daughter knew her hand was not long

i i enough to reach the basket. Still, that did
not stop her from trying. She stretched it
i out as far as she could, and Hashem did

i i the rest. We learn from her that we need
only to do our part, and leave the rest up
i to the Almighty.
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“And these are the names of
the children of Yisroel who were coming to
Mitzrayim; with Yaakov, each man and his
household came.” Rashi says that although
Hashem counted them by their names in
their lifetime, He counted them again after
their deaths to make known how precious
they are to Him. The Bnei Yisroel are
counted by name they are
compared to the stars, that He brings out
and brings in by number and by their
names, as it says in the Posuk in Yeshaya
40:26 “NX7' Dwa 0757 DXaY 190N RNINn” —
“He Who takes out their hosts by number;
He calls them by name.” Why are Klal
Yisroel compared to stars, and why is there
a need for the stars to be brought out by
their number and their name?

The end of Sefer Bereishis tells us
of the death of Yosef, and Sefer Shemos
begins by telling us the names of the Bnei
Yisroel. Rashi explains that due to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for Klal Yisroel,
He counts them again, as Bnei Yisroel are

because

compared to stars. Aslong as Yaakov Avinu
was alive, although his sons, the n-' 'vaw
were complete Tzaddikim, nonetheless, the
same way stars do not illuminate by day,
they did not illuminate. The reason that
they did not illuminate by day is because
the great light of the sun overpowers the
star, and for the most part causes it not to
be seen. However, once the sun sets, then
the illumination of the stars can be seen.
When  Yaakov died, the
righteousness and greatness of Yosef was

Avinu

seen, for Yosef was the most similar to his
father, and Yaakov taught him everything
he learned in the Yeshiva of Shem and
Eiver. However due to the greatness of
Yosef Hatzaddik, which was greater than
that of his brothers, the righteousness and
greatness of the rest of the Shevatim was
not revealed until the passing of Yosef. The
Torah repeats the names of the other
Shevatim in the beginning of Sefer Shemos,
after telling us of the passing of Yosef
Hatzaddik, for just as stars are illuminated
after the sun is no longer there, so too here,
after the passing of Yosef, who was like the
sun at that time, it caused the Shevatim,
the stars, to shine brightly as never before.
Being that this was a new level of
illumination for them in the world, the
Torah repeats their names here. Just as the
stars are not beloved as much until the sun
disappears, so too now that the sun was
gone, they became more beloved. (\910 |nn)

Name Your Star

Why does the Posuk say, “n'xan” —
that were coming, when it should have said,
“INa "WX” — that they came — for we were
already told in Parshas Vayigash that they
went down to Mitzrayim? It says in
Parshas Vayigash, “Tiy mxix 7y 721” — upon
which Rashi explains that Yaakov recited
Krias Shema when he was reunited with his
long-lost Yosef. The
Hakdoshim explain that when Yaakov
Avinu saw Yosef at this time, he was
overcome with a great love for him, and
Yaakov wanted to channel that love to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, so he recited Krias
Shema. The Zohar Hakodosh says that
Yosef being sold to Mitzrayim was really
that which was very beneficial to Klal
Yisroel. Mitzrayim was a place of intense
Tumah. Yosef Hatzaddik, with his great
holiness
Mitzrayim holy, so that Klal Yisroel would
be able to enter Mitzrayim, and be able to
withstand the Tumah of the land, until they
would be Zoche to be redeemed. Yaakov

son, Seforim

and purity, made places in

Avinu also infused much Kedusha into the
land, as Chazal tell us that Yaakov Avinu
was Zoche to Kedusha, not in the right place
— meaning that he was able to take a place
devoid of Kedusha, and infuse it with much
Kedusha, as if it was the Bais Hamikdash.
Yaakov took the Kedusha from the Bais
Hamikdash neutralized,
overpowered the Tumah of Mitzrayim, so
that Klal Yisroel could survive. The Torah
is alluding to us here of the Kedusha that
Yaakov placed into the land of Mitzrayim.
Klal Yisroel needed to always be “coming” —
as if they were never fully in the land, for
although Yaakov did infuse it with some
Kedusha, they still needed to ensure that
they not learn from the wicked ways of the
Mitzriyim. “ixa mar v apy' nX” — “n2”
refers to the Bais Hamikdash, for Yaakov
brought with him the Kedusha of the Bais
Hamikdash so that Klal Yisroel would not
be swept up with the Tumah of the land,
and be Zoche to the Geulah. (xt7van x"nn)

Is says in Posuk 5 that there were
o1 D'WaY — seventy souls that went down to
Mitzrayim. The Seforim Hakdoshim say
that the seventy souls were Kmneged the
seventy nations of the world. Each nation
has a nature that is bad, and there is one in
Klal Yisroel who needs to counteract that
Midah. As long as the seventy were in the
presence of Yaakov Avinu in Eretz Yisroel,
the Kedusha and the Koach to fight evil
were not apparent in the seventy souls, for
the Kedusha of Yaakov was so great that it
overshadowed them. However, once they

and and
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entered the land of Mitzrayim, a place of
filth and degradation, then the attributes
and Kedusha of each one became apparent
— each one of the seventy on their own.
“Ann¥n 0'Ran RY 1 niny n'7R17 — When
they entered Mitzrayim, then each one had
his own name. Until this point in time, NX
IN2 Ml wR Apyt — Yaakov was there with
them in Eretz Kna’an, and their names
were unknown. This is what Rashi means
that they were compared to the stars during
the day, when the sun is out — Yaakov
Avinu, their light is not apparent, but in the
darkness, their light shines brightly. (9 qx
nXIAN)

The stars are really very bright,
but because they are so far from us we
cannot see how bright they truly are. While
the stars do not appear very bright to us, we
see the sun burning brightly. Yaakov Avinu
was compared to the sun, which is a
blinding light for it is so strong and
powerful. When the light of Yaakov Avinu
was extinguished from this world, upon his
passing, the light of the stars became more
apparent. The stars are only seen when the
sun is not there, for the light of the sun is
overpowering. In the darkness of the night,
the stars can be seen. There are two
important things we are being told here: We
must never forget the sun, and we must
remember that we are stars. We must not
forget from where we come from. Our
Mesorah is great, going back to Yaakov
Avinu; he is a representation of the three
Avos Hakdoshim, and we must never forget
that. Yaakov Avinu did not die. It is
because of them that we are Zoche to what
we are and what we have. At the same
time, we must know that each and every
one of us is our own star.

The stars are not all equal, for
they vary in size, shape and illumination —
yet they are all important. Each one has
their own name and number, for each one
has their own wunique qualities, which
makes them special. Hakodosh Boruch Hu
told Avrohom Avinu that He would make
Klal Yisroel as plentiful as the stars. Not
only are there a lot of stars, but they all
have their own unique qualities to them,
and their own shine. Our job on this world,
is to work on bringing out the most
brightness from our “star” as we can, for we
are all truly stars. May we be Zoche to
utilize the Kochos that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu gave us to serve Him properly, and be
an illuminating light for ourselves and the
entire world.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetelggmai\,com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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THE "H" FACTOR'S ROLE IN OUR AVODAS HASHEM

The Torah tells us that Yocheved and Miriam who were the head midwives of the Jewish
Nation, had two other names Shifah and Puah. Our Chazal give an explanation to these two
names which were added. These names describe their meritorious actions. Shifra who was
Yocheved, was called so because after the delivery of the new born, she would wash and
cleanse him from the blood and waste that accompanied his birth. Puah who was Miriam,
was called so because she would make soothing and comforting sounds like pu pu for the
newborn baby who just entered a strange world. Let us think about this for a second. What
midwife or nurse wouldn't do the same? It might almost seem questionable why the Torah
went out of its way to "reveal" to us what seems to be the norm and even expected behavior
in after birth? In fact, Rashi himself writes that Miriam did this n'wan 0T who try to appease
the crying newborn?

The Baalei Mussar have coined this phrase "It is not the deed that makes the man but rather
the man who makes the deed". Two people can be eating from the same Korban Pesach but
one is looked upon as a tzadik and the other a poshaiah (Horiyos 10b). It all depends upon
the degree invested of purity of intention and passion of the heart of the individual fulfilling
the mitzvah. Let us take a look of an incredible gemarah in Moed Katan 28 and its
interpretation which testifies to this fundamental. The Malach Hamaves could not take away
Rav Chiya's life because of his constant merits. One day he transformed himself into a pauper
and knocked at his door and asked for some bread. Rav Chiya immediately fulfilled his wishes.
It was then that the Malach Hamaves revealed himself with a fiery appearance and rebuked
him by saying that for the poor person you would perform a chesed and have rachmanus but
for me who must take your life you refuse to do so. Upon hearing this Rav Chiya immediately
surrendered his life.

What was the logic behind the Malach Hamaves's comparison of performing an act of chesed
to a poor person and giving up one's life to the Malach Hamaves? The answer is that with our
naked eyes we can only detect superficiality an act but cannot realize what | call the H Factor
which is the simultaneous experience in one's inner chambers of his Head, and Heart in the
background of his personal History; for instance if this time he is upgrading his fulfillment and
therefore challenged even more so. If we had the Mitzvah Microscope to examine the H
Factor we would realize that when Rav Chiya acted with chesed to the pauper he did so with
all his might, heart, and with the deepest and purest of intentions. He reached the point of
deveikus that he was prepared to give up his life during the performance of this mitzvah. As
the Chidushei Harim explained the chait of Nadav and Avihu, that when performing a mitzvah,
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one must attain a madraigah of such deveikus that his neshama actually departs from his
body. It miraculously returns because it is on the heel of the fulfillment of the mitzvah as the
passuk says (Vayikrah 18,5) nna 'ni that through the mitzvos new life is given. The only
unfortunate component with the total mesirahs nefesh of Nadav and Avihu was that that their
act of mesiras nefesh was not in conjunction with a commandment from Hashem (Vayikrah
10,1). Hence, they did not merit the nna 'niI return of the neshamah which is normally
experienced after one's mesiras nefesh over a mitzvah.

The Malach Hamaves saw in Rav Chiya his mesiras nefesh in this mitzvah of chesed and
therefore he presented to Rav Chiya a logical comparison. If you can give up your life while
doing a chesed to a poor person, then you can give up your life and do a chesed for me as
well.

Rav Moshe Weinberger Shlita of Aish Kodesh related that many years ago he went to visit the
Amshinover Rebbe Shlitah in Bayit Vegan. As the gabai brought him into the waiting room,
he removed his coat and hung it in the closet. It was then that his eye suddenly caught sight
of a Monopoly Game lying at the bottom of the closet. Curiously he asked the gabai whose
game isit? The gabai answered the Rebbe's. Rav Moshe couldn't fathom such an answer after
knowing the incredible deveikus of the Rebbe and he asked why would the Rebbe own such
a game? The gabai's reply was in order to play with his children. Wow! An individual who is
known to be above time and schedule because of his intense Avodas Hashem, an avodah in
which even a Shalom Aleicheim handshake to another Yid takes a year and a Yovel, yet he
finds time to play Monopoly with his young children. Amazing!

However, the real amazing factor that we must recognize here is that there is no casual or
rote avoda by the Oveid Hashem anytime. The intensity and depth of his H Factor even while
experiencing this seemingly playful act of chesed, is equal to the same degree attained with
the performance of a mitzvah. One cannot imagine or detect the toil and effort that was
dedicated in the Rebbe's game of Monopoly and his feelings of chesed towards his children.
How would we know anyway if unfortunately most of the time our avodas Hashem borders a
performance out of habit.

By Shifrah and Puah the Torah goes out of its way in order to reveal that one would be entirely
mistaken to think that they treated and executed the after birth cleansing and comforting of
a "Yiddishe Kind" in the same form and wholesomeness like everyone else. If that was so then
there would be no need to speak about their acts of kindness. Rather their acts of chesed
involved their total being, their head, their heart, and their limbs to the fullest degree possible
and that is what the Torah is teaching us. To say that Rav Chiya was an individual who was
compassionate to the poor is missing the mark altogether. One might even erroneously think
after learning this gemarah that he also is on the same par with Rav Chiya. Without citing the
insightful interpretation given above in this episode, we would fail to realize that we stand
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light years away from his level of chesed and rachmanus and that alone leaves to us plenty of
room to upgrade our maasim tovim and change for the better.

The courageous questions that we must ask ourselves are when | do chesed or a mitzvah, how
much percentage of the H Factor do | invest in it? Am | ready for spiritual retirement or am |
already in it? The Chidushei Harim, even though he was a very early riser, he held back from
davening until three hours passed. When questioned about his conduct he answered that the
Zohar Hakadosh writes that upon awakening, not every limb in one's body awakens the same
time. Some limbs take longer than others to awaken. However, after three hours all the limbs
of a person are ready to do avodas Hashem. When it comes to tefillah we say 'mimxy ‘72
7> M ‘N N1NKN that all my bones and limbs should praise Hashem declaring who is like
You. If | daven before three hours | will be missing some of those sleeping limbs in my praise
to Hashem. | am not interested in an incomplete mitzvah.

How many limbs, how much heart and kavanah, and how much intention do we invest in our
tefillos? Even if we think we do, is there any room left to upgrade and include another limb,
better focus, slower pace, more understanding of what we are saying etc? The Cambridge
Dictionary gives two definitions for the word deed. The first is, an exceptional act especially
good or bad. The second definition is a legal document that is an official record of an
agreement or official proof that someone owns land or a building. To my understanding both
definitions complement one another. One cannot possess an exceptional deed unless he
owns it and is control of its navigation by activating and employing the H Factor.

The Max Factor Cosmetics which was founded by a Yid is all about external make up for the
face and is temporal. In contrast is the H Factor which every Yid is his own internal and eternal
make up artist for his deeds. As the Zohar Hakadosh writes that without the love and fear of
Hashem, together with the passion of the heart and pure intentions, one's deed is compared
to a bird without wings. Let us constantly remember that it is the Man who makes the deed
that can fly and not the deed that makes the Man which is grounded.

Gut Shabbos
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YOUR FREE
AD HERE!

ATTENTION READERS:

Divrei Torah with Available Space:
Tiv Hakehila - Shvilei Pinchas - Meoros Hatzadikkim
Divrei Siach - Torah Wellsprings - Rav Brazil

We now offer FREE advertising
in select Divrei Torah printed and
distributed by Ramapost.

Ad space varies by week
and is first come, first serve.

SEND YOUR AD TO
MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM
TO SECURE YOUR AD SPACE.
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