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(Bereishis 22, 3): 

-- Avraham arose in the morning and he saddled his 
donkey; he took his two young men with him and Yitzchak, 
his son; he split the wood for the olah, and stood up and 
went to the place of which G-d had spoken to him.  

8): 
  As a 

reward for the two splittings Avraham Avinu split for the 
wood of the olah, he merited for the sea to split before 
Bnei Yisrael; for it states: “He split the wood for the olah” 
and it states further on (Shemos 14, 21): “And the waters 
split.”  

that the passuk employs the term  in the plural, which 

—to Him Who divided Yam Suf into 
parts; for His chesed endures forever.  Here, too, the plural 
form  

necessary for Chazal to assert that the sea split on behalf 
of Yisrael: —as a 

At the Time of the Akeidah 
 the Water Split for Avraham Avinu

First, the Satan appeared to him on the road in the 
guise of an elderly man.  It said to him . . . “Is an elderly 
man such as you going to forsake a son that was given to 
him at the age of one hundred years old?”  He (Avraham) 
said to him . . . “I will not listen to you!”  The Satan went 
from him and appeared in the guise of a young man and 
stood to the right of Yitzchak . . . He said to him: “Poor 
thing, son of an unfortunate woman, how many fasts did 
your mother have to fast until you were born?  And the 
old man has lost his mind and is going to slaughter you.”  
Yitzchak said: “Notwithstanding, I will not disobey the 
will of my Creator or the command of my father” . . .   

“On the third day”—since the distance was short, why 
was there a delay of three days?  When he (the Satan) 
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A song of thanksgiving –  
On my way from Yerushalayim to Beit Shemesh a friend gave me 
a lift to the outskirts of the city. From the outskirts of the city I 
planned to take the Mehadrin line to Beit Shemesh. However, I 
noticed that there were three boys already standing at the stop 
and I realized that the Mehadrin line was not coming any time 
soon. I asked them what they were going to do, and they 
replied, that they would say  and rely and have 
faith that Hashem would provide a ride to take them home. 
I raised my eyebrow and I asked them where this trust came 
from? They calmly replied that this was their way, to say M

 before they needed salvation and again when leaving 
their ride and there was not one time when they did not see 
salvation. 
They began to say  and I observed from the side. 
It seemed a little strange, but I waited to see what would 
happen. Not five minutes passed, and an empty taxi stopped 
and invited us in at a very cheap rate because of the late hour 
and since he had no passengers. 
I was happy to take this offer and I told the group that this was a 
really cheap price. But they disagreed and said that salvation 
would come without any outlay of money. My curiosity was 
aroused, and I waited to see what would happen.  
About four minutes later, a large car stopped and asked who 
needs a ride to Beit Shemesh to the exact neighborhood where 
the boys and I lived. We all got in and went on our way. 
Of course, the boys had already said  an 
additional time, but I was still curious how all this came about. I 
asked the driver where he was coming from. The driver said he 
was coming from a Simcha at Zevil Hall. I wondered and asked 
why he did not take Highway 9 which was shorter and faster. 
The driver smiled and said the he really intended to take 
Highway 9 but suddenly, he thought that perhaps at this late 
hour there are people waiting for a ride and since was only a 
few minutes out of the way and behold, you were waiting for a 
ride. 
When I asked him when he left Zevil, it turns out it was at the 
precise moment when the boys began saying . 
Had I not witnessed the whole incident, I would have found it 
hard to believe, but now it was obvious the power of giving 
thanks. I decided to publicize the story so that people will hear, 
learn from, and rejoice in this amazing suggestion!!! 
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He was sitting at the entrance of the tent –  
A young man once said that when he was young he wanted to be a 

 [hidden tzaddik]. He would spend long hours imagining 
how he would hide in a cave secretly learning Torah. He could even 
save Israel with his tefillos… However, when he grew up, he 
understood that all his imaginings did not lead to anything and the 
reality was that he had done nothing! In his opinion, he did not even 
do the little that he could have accomplished. When he understood 
this, he decided that it was time to work hard and exert himself, 
whether in Tefillah, or whether in learning Torah, the main thing was 
to work hard. The young man finished by saying: ‘True, I did not 
become a , but I have already completed several 

 of Gemara and Mishnayos, and , I hope to 
complete others, and all this is doable. This decision is better than 
being a fantasy . 
In our parsha, we learn about the father of our nation – Avraham 
Avinu who merited that the Shechina be revealed to him (18:1) 

 - ‘Hashem appeared to him in the Plains of 
Mamre’, and when did he earn this?  – 
‘while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the 
day’. This was when he was devotedly sitting and waiting for guests, 
as Rashi explains: At the entrance of the tent – To see if there were 
passersby, so he would bring them into his house. Despite that 
Avraham Avinu endured difficult challenges, despite that he was only 
three years old when he recognized his Creator, and he was already 
steeped in faith and trust in Hashem Yisbarach, and all his actions 
were intended to publicize and sanctify the Name of Heaven in the 
world, still, when did he earn that the Shechina would be revealed to 
him? When he was devoted to a mitzvah, when he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day, on the third day after his , 
with devotion, then he earned that the Shechina would be revealed to 
him, ‘Hashem appeared to him’. 
While looking for the greatness of Hashem Yisbarach is very important 
and many holy  discuss this, but to attain attachment to the 
Creator it is not enough to contemplate and fantasize that he will be a 

, rather, he has to work hard at it. He must be devoted. 
In our generation it is difficult to constantly live with devotion, 
therefore, it is appropriate that every person choose one mitzvah and 
devote himself to it. There are famous stories about people who 
devoted themselves to a simple mitzvah, such as , and 
in this merit they rose to high levels. It should be His will that we merit 
to cling to the Creator and all our actions should be for the sake of 
Heaven. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeira 
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vrohom immediately ran towards the three nomad-
looking angels when he saw them. Although it may not 

 

 

 
The Torah’s culture “voices” an opinion throughout 
our lives, and we should allow it to decide our actions. 

Areivim’s 18th Annual Dinner will take place on Motzei 
Shabbos, December 1st, in Ateres Charna, in Spring 
Valley, N.Y.  I’m asking my readers to support Areivim 
and our honorees: Tzvi Brown, Yosef Leibovitch, and 
David Namtalov. By doing this, you’ll help Areivim 
continue making healthy people, one person at a time.  
Please call 845-371-2760 or email info@areivim.com for 
more information.
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PPaarraasshhaass  VVaayyeerraa  
MMoorree  KKnnoowwlleeddggee,,  

MMoorree  DDeeeeddss,,  
MMoorree  NNaacchhaass  

““WWhat are you doing, Avi?” 

“I am preparing a Devar Torah, Chaim.” 
“How nice. Is it a Devar Torah for any 
special occasion or reason?” 
“Yes, Chaim, it is very special. It is for my 
father.” 
“That’s so good of you! When are you 
going to share this Devar Torah with your 
father?” 
“At the Shabbos table.” 
“Wonderful, Avi! I just have one question 
for you. How do you know that your 
father likes Divrei Torah at the Shabbos 
table?” 
“Because he says them himself. Every 
week my father prepares Divrei 
Torah to share with the whole 
family at the Shabbos table. He 
tries to make the subject matter 
interesting to everyone, so that 
we can all understand and 
participate. I concluded that if my 
father gets nachas when we listen 
to his Divrei Torah, how much 
more so he would get 
nachas when we 
prepare our own 
drashas. Therefore, I 
am preparing a Devar 
Torah for the Shabbos 
table to give my father 
nachas.” 
“That is so thoughtful, 
Avi. Your father must be so 
proud of you. Can you share 
your Devar Torah with me?” 
“With pleasure, Chaim. It is 
from the commentary of Rav Meir Sim-
cha of Dvinsk, the author of the sefer 
Meshech Chochma, on this week’s 
parasha (Bereshis 18:10). After the Akeidas 
Yitzchak, the malach (heavenly angel) of 
Hashem says to Avraham Avinu, ‘Now I 
know that you fear the Almighty’ 
(Bereshis 22:12). How did the malach 
know this? He observed Avraham’s in-
tense desire to fulfill the will of his Crea-
tor. Avraham Avinu had waited until age 
100 for a son to be born to his wife Sara. 
We can only begin to imagine how much 
he cherished Yitzchak. Hashem com-
manded him to offer his precious son as a 
sacrifice. What was Avraham Avinu’s re-
action? He got up early in the morning to 
fulfill the ratzon (will of) Hashem. He 
carried out all of Hashem’s wishes to the 
very end, when he raised the knife to 
shecht Yitzchak. At the last moment, the 
malach called him and told him to stop. 
‘Now I know that you fear the Al-
mighty.’“ 
“Only someone with phenomenal yiras 
shomayim would have the courage to 

follow such a command.” 
“That was Avraham Avinu. Our holy 
forefather’s entire life was a symphony of 
yiras shomayim. The Meshech Chochma 
compares yiras shomayim to the fear of 
one’s father. One who reveres his father, 
and wants to fulfill his wishes will do two 
things. First, he will determine what gives 
his father pleasure, and what disturbs 
him. He will then do the things that his 
father enjoys, and refrain from those 
things that annoy him. That is how Avra-
ham Avinu conducted his life. He did not 
receive the Torah at Har Sinai. Rather, he 
deduced it on his own. He contemplated 
the beauty and intricacy of the universe, 
and deduced that a Being of great wis-
dom must have created it. He then fig-
ured out what the Creator expected of 
him, and performed His wishes. In doing 
so, he set the precedent for our entire 
nation.” 
“Avraham wanted to please Hashem, just 

like a child wants to please his father.” 
“Precisely.” 
“Avi, with your Devar Torah, you are 
emulating our holy forefather 
Avraham Avinu. You figured out that 
saying a Devar Torah at the Shabbos 

table gives your father nachas, therefore 
you are doing it. To take it even a step 

farther, we are all Hashem’s 
children, as the verse states, ‘You 
are children to Hashem, your G-d’ 
(Devarim 14:1). He gave us the 
Torah; the positive and negative 
mitzvos. He makes it simple for us 
to give Him nachas – just perform 
the positive mitzvos, and refrain 
from violating the negative 

commandments. As we 
learn more Torah, we learn 
more mitzvos, more of their 
details, their meanings, and 
their kavannas (intentions). 

We subsequently perform more of them, 
more correctly, with more kavannah. 
This gives Hashem more, and more, and 
more nachas.” 
“Chaim, the greatest thing that we can 
accomplish in life is to give Hashem 
nachas. This is what we were created for, 
and this is our reason for being here. May 
we all succeed, just like our great ancestor 
Avraham Avinu!” 
“Amen!” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
Nachas, nachas, nachas. That is what we 
want to give our parents; that is what we 
want to give our Father in heaven. It is 
very simple. Do the things that they like, 
and do not do what they dislike. We fear 
our parents and honor them. We fulfill 
their wishes. We fulfill Hashem’s positive 
and negative mitzvos. Let us make our 
lives one big symphony of nachas, just like 
our patriarch, Avraham Avinu. 
 

TThhee  UUllttiimmaattee  TTeesstt
AAkeidas Yitzchak – the binding of Yitz-

chak – was Avraham Avinu’s last and most 
difficult test. Yitzchak was “his son, his only 
one, whom he loved,” born to him at age 
100 after a lifetime of childlessness. The 
thought of sacrificing such a precious child 
is beyond comprehension. This crushing 
test would break an ordinary person. Yet 
there is another aspect to Akeidas Yitzchak 
that is far more difficult.

RRav Eliyahu Lopian points out that 

Avraham Avinu had tremendous seichel 
(common sense). After all, he concluded 
on his own that there is a Creator of the 
universe. He then deduced how to serve 
Him with such certainty that allowed 
himself to be thrown into a fiery furnace 
to sanctify His Name. Hashem saved him. 
Avraham Avinu’s message to the world 
was chessed – we must be kind to each 
other. He treated other people royally, 
teaching them by example that this was 
the way to serve The Creator. Human 
sacrifice was one of the barbaric ways to 
serve pagan idols. Nothing could be far-
ther removed from Avraham’s teachings. 
If he went through with this test and 
slaughtered Yitzchak, his whole life’s 
work would be ruined. People would no 
longer listen to such a man who contra-
dicted himself so radically.

AAvraham Avinu could have had his own 

doubts also. After all, this command went 
completely against his seichel. Could it 
really be the Will of Hashem? Was he 
mistaken in his previous path, in which he 
concluded that the foundation of the 
Torah is chessed? In this final test, we see 
the true greatness of Avraham Avinu. He 
was the supreme servant of Hashem, pre-
pared to carry out His Will no matter 
what. Even if it meant losing his son, his 
life’s work, and his way of thinking. That 
was our forefather Avraham – the ulti-
mate Eved (servant of) Hashem.

Kinderlach . . . 
You come from good stock. Your ancestor 
was Avraham Avinu. We know about his 
wonderful acts of chessed, and his kiruv 
rechokim (bringing people close to 
Hashem). We also know of his willingness 
to give up his life for Hashem. Now we 
see another aspect of Avraham Avinu’s 
greatness – his absolute bitachon (trust) in 
the Almighty. He was prepared to do 
whatever Hashem said, even if it contra-
dicted his entire life. What an inspiration 
for us! Sometimes it is difficult for us to 
carry out Hashem’s will. We need only to 
recall Avraham Avinu. Our ancestor with-
stood the ultimate test. He gave us 
strength. We can do it too. 
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Then Avraham ran to the cattle. (18:7) 

 
 The Baal HaTurim turns around the letters of the word, 

ha’bakar, so that it becomes ha’kever, the grave. The Yalkut Shemoni 
explains that the bakar, calf, that Avraham Avinu was prepared to 
slaughter ran away, and Avraham followed it into the Meoras 
HaMachpeilah, which then contained the graves of Adam and Chavah. 
When Avraham entered the cave, he saw a man and a woman lying 
there asleep. Next to them candles were burning, from which a 
pleasant odor permeated outward. This is why Avraham sought to 
make Meoras HaMachpeilah the place where he, too, wished to be 
buried. Interestingly, as noted by the Baal HaTurim, the word 
Machpeilah has the same gematria, numerical equivalent, as 
Avraham’s age (175) when he left this world. Avraham chose his 
burial site. His choice was supported by his son, Yitzchak Avinu, and 
grandson, Yaakov Avinu. Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, relates a 
story in which a distinguished rav selected his gravesite due to the 
kedushah, sanctity, which emanated from it.  

 The following story is recorded in the pinkas, diary, of the 
proceedings of the Chevra Kaddisha, Sacred Burial Society, of the 
town of Polna’ah, Ukraine. When the rav of the city felt that his time 
on this world was slowly coming to a close, he went to the Jewish 
cemetery, accompanied by members of the Chevra Kaddisha, with the 
intention of picking out a gravesite. Obviously, he had certain criteria 
concerning next to whom he wanted to be buried. When they arrived 
at the cemetery, he soon pointed to a specific site, claiming that he 
had seen an unusual otherworldly light hovering over it.  

 The members of the Chevra searched through their records 
and discovered that that specific place had already been sold to a 
certain tailor. After more searching, they discovered that for the last 
ten years, this tailor had visited the site (where he would be buried) 
daily in order to recite the entire Sefer Tehillim. When the rav heard 
this, he immediately proceeded to the home of the tailor and begged 
him to sell him the burial site. The tailor was immovable. The spot 
was not for sale. When the rav saw that the tailor was not selling, he 
instructed the Chevra Kaddisha to sell him the spot to the right of the 
tailor. Ten years later, the elderly rav went to his rightful reward in 
Gan Eden and was buried in the spot (which was to the right of the 
tailor) that he had purchased.  

 Ten more years elapsed, and the venerable Horav Leib 
Mochiach, one of the talmidei Baal Shem Tov, asked the Chevra 
Kaddisha of Polna’ah to help him select a burial site. When he arrived 
at the cemetery, he, too, noticed the same extraordinary light that the 
rav of the city had observed twenty years earlier. He, too, wanted to 
purchase this spot (where the tailor had been daily reciting Tehillim 
for the past twenty years). After he was informed that the spot had 
been sold, he attempted to convince the tailor to sell. His efforts also 
proved futile. He compromised and purchased the spot to the left of 
the tailor’s site.  

 The tailor continued reciting Tehillim daily for eight more 
years – a total of (over) twenty eight years, until he, too, was called to 
his rightful place in the Yeshivah Shel Maalah, Heavenly Yeshivah. He 

was buried between the rav of the city and Rav Leib Mochiach. The 
entire city was in awe of this simple (far from simple) tailor, who 
ended up being buried between these two holy men.  

 We may derive a powerful lesson concerning how much 
Heavenly illumination and kedushah is created, and from which one 
may draw and absorb unto himself – all from the recitation of Sefer 
Tehillim. I grew up in a home in which Tehillim recitation was a daily 
staple. My father, a Holocaust survivor who did not have the good 
fortune of studying in a yeshivah, recited the entire Sefer Tehillim 
before davening – every day (and he did not daven at 9:00 a.m.).  

 Sefer Tehillim is David Hamelech’s song of praise to Hashem. 
The 150 Divinely inspired mizmorim have served as the basis of the 
tefillos of Klal Yisrael throughout the millennia. David Hamelech 
originally authored these mizmorim to express his personal love and 
devotion to Hashem, but, ultimately, he structured them in such a 
manner that they could be employed by any individual as a means of 
communicating with Hashem. What makes Sefer Tehillim so unique is 
the feeling that it generates within the psyche of the petitioner. An 
attitude of awareness of the Creator, His Presence throughout every 
moment of our lives, has made Sefer Tehillim the book that 
accompanies a Jew wherever and whenever throughout his life’s 
journey. 

 The mizmorim convey a powerful point: Hashem is with us 
through periods of joy, as well as moments of sadness and pain. 
While we are quick to feel positive when life (seems) is good, as soon 
as a change in the other direction occurs, we tend to become anxious 
and depressed. David went through so much. His ups and downs are 
our ups and downs. He teaches us that it all comes from Hashem, 
Who is a loving Father. There is a reason for everything. By accepting 
the will of Hashem, we become strengthened in the knowledge that 
we are not alone. I conclude with the words of the Malbim (preface to 
his commentary on Sefer Tehillim), “Every person will see in it (Sefer 
Tehillim) every prayer, every supplication, every form of gratitude 
and praise for everything and every subject/issue (whatever it is) to 
cry out, to ask for salvation, in pain or (moments of) relief and 
respite, for the individual or the community, throughout our journey 
on the sea of life” (free translation).  

 We now have an idea concerning the extraordinary power 
of reciting Tehillim, and how an ordinary Jew, through his passionate 
recital of Tehillim, merited to be buried between two gedolei Yisrael.  

 
 

Avraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
(22:10)  

 
 A dear friend who became observant late in life, after 

raising his children to be devoutly secular Jews with little or no 
Jewish identity, was told by his daughter, “What bothers me most 
about your commitment to Orthodoxy is that you care more about G-
d than you do about me!” A powerful accusation – if one is not 
Orthodox. One whose life is wholly regulated by the Torah 
understands that it is all about G-d. He comes first. This does not in 
any way suggest that frum people do not have feelings for family. If 
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hen discussing the laws of capital punishment 
through stoning, the Torah instructs the 

stones. Why were they instructed to be the one to implement 
the punishment, which was the result of their statements?
 
Doeg was a part of Shoul Hamelech’s advisors. He informed 
Shoul Hamelech that Dovid was conspiring with the Kohen 
Godol, despite knowing that the Kohen Godol acted in 
innocence by supplying him with food and a sword. The Bais 
din agreed that the Kohen Godol deserved to die for his “act 
of rebellion” but, aware that he was unaware that Dovid was 
hiding from Shoul Hamelech, no one wanted to be the ones 
to kill him. Shoul then instructed Doeg, himself, to kill all the 
Kohanim of the city of Nov and he did.
 
I learned several lessons from this incident:
 
1) People should be careful before making any statements, 
because they may have to follow through with what they said. 
In many cases people speak without considering this. Unless 

they want to be seen as liars, they may have to break up a 
friendship, give up a job, etc. because of a public statement.
 
2) If people don’t follow through, they shouldn’t expect 
anyone to listen to them. Instead, other people will lose 
respect for them. No one likes people who stand on the side 
and delegates to others.
 
3) People should be very careful of what they say. Their 
comments may “take a life of their own”, and they may 
lose “control” of the process. They may have only intended 
a comment to be a joke or to ‘get back” at someone, and 
never intended for the person to lose his/her job because of 
what they said. People should remember that they only 
“own” their words until they say them.
 
Many people will lie. Fewer people will kill an innocent 
person. The instruction that the witnesses have to be the 
ones to kill the guilty person, is to insure that their testimony 
was honest, and deliberate, traits that all people should 
emulate in their lives.
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In this week’s parsha, parshas Shoftim, we learn about the 
mitzvah of appointing a king over Yisrael and the three strict 
prohibitions--mitzvos lo sa’aseh--that HKB”H imposed on the 
king (Devarim 17, 14): 

When you come to the land that Hashem, your G-d, gives 
you, and possess it, and settle in it, and you will say, “I will set 
a king over myself, like all the nations that are around me.” 
You shall surely set over yourself a king whom Hashem, your 
G-d, shall choose. . . Only he shall not have too many horses 
for himself, so that he will not return the people to Egypt in 
order to increase horses, for Hashem has said to you, “You 
shall no longer return on this road again.” And he shall not 
have too many wives, so that his heart not turn astray; and 
he shall not greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 

at the present time; since we are in galut, and there is no King 
of Yisrael.  In fact, the reality of a king will not apply to us until 
the coming of the Melech HaMashiach, descending from David 

geulah. Notwithstanding, it is evident that even this passage 
contains vital concepts and ideas that are relevant to every Jew 
in every generation that we must learn from. 

addressed in these pesukim and examine the important and 
profound lesson the Torah conveys and which, seemingly, led to 

the downfall of Shlomo HaMelech, the wisest of all men. In the 
words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin 21a): 

Rabbi Yitzchak discusses the fact that the Torah does not 
reveal the rationale behind the mitzvos. He points out that the 

of the world’s greatest men failed on both accounts. The Torah 
warns a king not to have too many wives and not to accumulate too 
many horses and provides rationales for these warnings. Shlomo 

not lead him astray; yet, Scriptures (Melachim I 11, 4) attests to 
the fact that in his old age, his wives did lead him astray. Similarly, 
he accumulated many horses, declaring that they would not lead 
him back to Mitzrayim; yet, here, too, Scriptures (ibid. 10, 29) 
attest to the fact that he returned to Mitzrayim. 

This statement is also brought down by the Midrash (S.R. 6, 
1) with a pertinent addition: 

According to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, 
Shlomo would have preferred to clean gutters—or perform some 
other despicable chore—rather than to have it written about him 

the degrading chore of cleaning gutters to make his point?  

Even more surprising, however, is the fact that Shlomo 
HaMelech, the wisest of all men, chose to disregard an explicit 
Torah-prohibition for a king not to take too many wives.  The 
Torah warns that they will inevitably lead him astray; yet, he 
was convinced that he was strong enough to avoid being led 
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his is a beautiful Yeshiva building, 
Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. My sons are privileged 
to learn here. The building was not built 
originally as a Yeshiva.” 
“Really? How did the Yeshiva acquire it?” 
“That is an interesting story. The original 
builders and occupants of the building 
were preparing to sell it and move out. 
At that time, the Yeshiva was housed in 
small overcrowded quarters. A father of a 
student of the Yeshiva saw the situation 
as an opportunity for the Yeshiva to pur-
chase the building. There was one prob-
lem, however.” 
“Not enough money.” 
“Exactly. This concerned parent was un-
daunted. He quickly got to work organiz-
ing meetings to bring to the attention of 
the community the importance of the ac-
quisition of this structure for 
the Yeshiva. It went very 
slowly at first, but gradually 
the idea caught on. People 
began working together to 
raise the necessary funds. 
Slowly but surely, they ap-
proached the required sum. 
Finally, the day came when 
they were able to purchase the 
structure. After some minor renovations, 
the Yeshiva was able to move into the 
new building. The opening day was a 
monumental joyous event for the entire 
community.” 
“That is a true  (Sanctifi-
cation of the Holy Name) Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. The man who began 
the campaign is a real hero. He was just 
an ordinary person, yet he accomplished 
something great. I wonder how people 
achieve such phenomenal success.” 
“It is not as rare as you think, Dovid. 
There are many heroes walking quietly 
amongst us. Their deeds attract no atten-
tion and arouse no fanfare. However, 
they are no less accomplished than the 
man who acquired this building for the 
Yeshiva.” 
“Can you give me an example, Betzalel?” 
“Sure, Dovid. Consider a man who has a 
specific amount of time set aside to learn 
Torah every day. He recognizes the su-
preme importance of Torah, and would 
like to increase his learning time. He re-
thinks his schedule, reorganizes his meet-
ings and appointments, cuts down on his 
traveling time, and comes up with an-
other hour in the day to learn. During 
that hour, he utters approximately 10,000 
words of Torah, each one of which is 
worth 613 mitzvos. He is enriched with 
6.13 million more mitzvos each day! That 
is a genuine bona-fide hero.” 
“Who would ever think...” 
“I will give you another example. Con-

sider a couple that is having marital strife. 
The husband and wife realize that keep-
ing quiet when emotions are high will 
calm the situation and give them the op-
portunity to rationally work out the is-
sues. One day, a conflict begins. They 
exercise great effort and manage to stay 
calm and quiet. The fight ends and the 
issue is subsequently dealt with. This hap-
pens again and again until the major is-
sues are solved. Peace reigns in the house. 
This couple, who learned to control 
themselves, are heroes of great propor-
tions. Future generations will benefit from 
their mighty acts.” 
“You are very astute in your observa-
tions, Betzalel.” 
“I suppose we can metaphorically say 
that building internal buildings is just as 
gallant as building ones of bricks and 
stones. A person’s soul is a magnificent 
spiritual edifice. It takes no less work, 

planning, expense, and self-sacrifice to 
build than a Yeshiva building. One 

who seriously undertakes a project 
like this, perseveres, and achieves 

a measure of success, is a true 
hero.” 
“We have many heroes 
walking among us.” 
“We surely do, and we can 
join their ranks. We just need a 
serious commitment to 

improve our spiritual lives. Opportunities 
to grow will present themselves as plenti-
fully as bricks on a building site. We will 
place each one of them into our spiritual 
edifice. Deed by deed, mitzvah by mitz-
vah, our internal structure will grow bigger 
and stronger. One who astutely perceives 
it will appreciate our quiet heroism.” 
“Betzalel, you have motivated me to be a 
great person!” 
“You are already on your way, Dovid. 
May Hashem grant you great success.” 
“Amen!” 
 

y, I wish I was rich. My life would be 
so much easier and less complicated.”
“I can make you rich in one day – no 
problem.”
“Really? How?”
“It is actually very simple. Just bring me a 

copy of tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
We will see which stocks will go up in 
value tomorrow. We will then borrow all 
the money that we can, buy those stocks, 
and watch them go up. Tomorrow we 
will sell them, rake in a huge profit, re-
turn the borrowed money, and be rich.”
“That is a brilliant plan. There is only one 
problem.”
“What is it?”
“They do not publish tomorrow’s Wall 
Street Journal today. Nobody knows the 
future.”
“Yes, that is a very big problem.”
“Please allow me to correct myself. There 
is One Who does know the future – 
Hashem. However, He does not share it 
with us. In fact, He commands us to re-
frain from looking into the future. It is a 
verse in this week’s parasha – ‘You shall 
be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d’ 
(Devarim 18:13). Rashi explains that we 
should not attempt to look into the fu-
ture to find out what The Creator has in 
store for us. Rather, we should be whole-
hearted with Him. Trust Him, and accept 
whatever He does wholeheartedly. If we 
trust Him, then He will be with us.”
“I see.”
“The Malbim has an even deeper explana-
tion. The name, ‘Elokecha’ denotes 
Hashem’s  (individual su-
pervision) upon every Jew. The verse in-
forms us that we shall conduct ourselves 
wholeheartedly with the Almighty, and not 
attempt to find out what He has in store for 
us. Rather we shall accept whatever He 
does, knowing that it is for our own good, 
for He knows better than we do. Then He 
will be close to us, and personally supervise 
the events in our lives. To sum it up, ‘If we 
act wholeheartedly, then Hashem Elokim 
will be with us.’ The Sifrei says it so poeti-
cally, ‘When you are wholehearted, your 
lot is with Hashem, your G-d.’”
“Do you realize how rich you truly are? 
You are rich in Torah knowledge. You do 
not need tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
You have possessions much more valu-
able than money.”
“You are right. Hashem has been very kind 
to me. I must be equally kind to Him and 
accept His decrees unconditionally.”
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By the testimony or two of three witnesses shall the condemned 
person be put to death. (17:6)

 The word shnayim connotes two. Yet, later in this parsha 
(19:15), the Torah uses the word shnei (eidim) to specify two 
witnesses. Why does the text change from one pasuk to the other? 
Horav David Cohen, Shlita, quotes the Gaon, zl, m’Vilna, who 
distinguishes between shnayim and shnei (although both words 
mean “two”). Shnayim refers to two people (or objects) which come 
together or meld together as one unit, while shnei refers to two 
individuals, separate and/or disparate, who just happen to be 
together. In other words, shnayim is a “two” which maintains a 
stronger sense of unity.  

 With the Gaon’s chiddush, novel interpretation, in mind, 
the Rosh Yeshivah cites Rashi (Kesubos 20a, v’nafka minah) who 
writes that with regard to money matters, when two witnesses 
testify, each one achieves half of the judgment. This means that if 
the defendant is found guilty (based upon the testimony of two 
witnesses) of owing one hundred dollars, each witness is obliged 
him to pay fifty dollars. Horav Chaim Soloveitchik, zl, contends that 
this is true only with regard to monetary matters. Concerning 
matters of life and death (capital punishment), however, both 
witnesses together act as one unit to bring about a guilty verdict. 
One without the other is of no value.  

 We now understand the difference between the two terms 
used to express different meanings in our parsha. The beginning of 
the parsha addresses the requirement of the testimony of valid 
witnesses in a case of capital punishment. The Torah uses the word 
shnayim, because – with regard to capital punishment – both 
witnesses are effective only as a unit of two. Each one individually is 
of no consequence. On the other hand, when the Torah addresses 
the laws of monetary claims, it uses the word shnei, since each 
individual witness accomplishes fifty percent of judgment.  

 

You shall be wholehearted with Hashem, Your G-d. (18:13)

 Temimus, simple faith, is not so simple. It takes a special 
person, whose faith in Hashem is unequivocal, to achieve temimus. 
It requires one: to live a life of acquiescence; to ask no questions; to 
believe that everything is for the good; to maintain wholesome 
belief in Hashem that everything that occurs in one’s life is Divinely 
orchestrated. The tamim lives only in the moment. The future is 
completely in the hands of Hashem. Horav Pinchas Koritzer, zl, 
teaches that only two mitzvos or observances are to be carried out 
with Hashem: temimus, wholehearted faith; and tznius, modesty. 
(Hatznea leches im Elokecha, “And to walk humbly with your G-d” 
Michah 6:8). In regard to these two religious/ethical attributes, it is 
easy to deceive our fellow human being (and, by extension, 
ourselves). It is easy to appear to be wholehearted in one’s belief. It 
is easy to put on a show that one is modest. In both cases, the 

individual acts faithfully and modestly, although, behind closed 
doors, it could not be further from the truth.  

 “I want no kavod, honour; no accolades; I lead a simple life; 
everything I do is purely l’shem Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven, 
etc.” We have all heard it, and, at first glance, we might even fall for 
the deceit, until that time that we listen to the person and do not 
give him the kavod that he so passionately relishes and upon which 
he thrives.  

 It is easy to appear wholehearted and to act modestly, but 
only Hashem knows the truth about the person. Therefore, to truly 
be a wholehearted man of faith, to be modest (not just act 
modestly), it must be with Hashem – because He knows who you 
really are. What greater litmus test than interaction with Hashem? 

 A true tamim believes – under all circumstances. In 
Yeshivas Ponevez, there worked a cook who was a Romanian 
immigrant. His name was Reb Zalmen. His life was the yeshivah. Day 
and night, Shabbos and Yom Tov – he never left his “post” in the 
kitchen, the dining room. He stood there and relished with extreme 
satisfaction when the bachurim, students, would line up to get their 
portions. He was serving talmidei chachamim. He was playing a role 
in their spiritual growth. Suddenly, one day, Reb Zalmen did not 
show up for work. This went on for two months, until one day, just 
as suddenly as he had disappeared, he appeared once again, ready 
to return to work.  

 “Reb Zalmen – where have you been? We missed you.” “I 
appreciate your concern,” Reb Zalmen began. “There is a reason why 
I was gone, and there is a reason why I have returned. You know that 
my life revolves around the yeshivah. My domain might be the 
kitchen, but my life is the yeshivah. My wife, Shoshanah, became ill 
and, after undergoing a battery of tests, the doctors said to me, 
‘Zalmen – Shoshanah is gone. Well – not gone yet, but our advice to 
you is not to give treatment, because it will cause her extreme pain 
and will not alter the inevitable. You have to get used to the fact that 
Shoshanah is not long for this world.’  

 “What does one do upon hearing such terrible earth-
shattering news? I went to Rav Shach (reference to Horav Elazar M. 
Shach, zl, Rosh Yeshivas Ponevez). I asked him, ‘Rebbe, I have a 
question on the way Hashem “runs things.”’ The Rosh Yeshivah 
looked at me with sort of a smile on his lips and a twinkle in his eyes. 
Rav Shach is quite aware that I am devoted to my job. I am 
trustworthy; I take no vacation. Indeed, I go nowhere, because my 
first and foremost achrayos, responsibility, is to the yeshivah. We 
prepare the food, so that the bachurim can study Torah. We want 
them to be healthy students of Torah, so we do everything to see to 
it that their meals are tasty, nourishing and satisfying. Now, the 
doctors have informed me that my Shoshanah will soon die. Is this 
right? Where is the koach, power, of Torah? This is the least that the 
yeshivah owes me. I do not care about money. I go nowhere. I only 
need for my wife to be healthy. Is that so much to ask?’ 

 “The Rosh Yeshivah closed his eyes. After a few minutes, it 
seemed to me that he had fallen asleep. So, I said, ‘Fine, I have my 
answer. I need nothing from the yeshivah. I will make it on my own’, 
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An unlikely confession, 
and three ways of 
closeness to Hashem

Devarim 26:12-13

As Rashi writes, this is known as - a confession. The earlier 
source of this title is the Gemara in Sotah (32b) which tells us 

 But, how 
and why is this a ? When it comes to Yom Kippur our is a 
deep sincere confession of sin; 

(Yoma 36b). Our 
 seems to be the opposite - we are confessing that we have done 

the mitzvah, not that we have been lax in our mitzvah performance! Why 
is this considered to be a ?

In order to answer this, we have to develop a new angle on what 
 is less about the 

words one says, and more about the way or situation that one says it in. 
In this vein, we see a remarkable feature about how  is described: it 
is , in front of Hashem.

In describing  the Rambam, both in his hilchos Teshuva (1:1) 
and his Sefer Hamitzvos (#364) writes that  is done . 
Similarly, the pasuk above in reference to  tells us that this 

is to be done . Interestingly and comparably, as we 
shall explore soon, the prayer of a poor person is also considered 

 - ‘the prayer of a poor person,  he will pour out his 
words’ (Tehillim 102:1).

In his Moreh Nevuchim (3:51) the Rambam constructs a parable to 

with the king. Some people make it to the capital city and no further, 
some manage to reach the palace grounds, and some end up entering 
the palace itself. The common thread between the three cases of 

 above - the and the prayer of a poor person - is that 

Hashem is right by them, so to speak. Hashem is close, because they 
are all . As the Talmud Yerushalmi1 tells us, a poor person’s 
prayer to Hashem is 

The  on Yom Kippur sees us elevated to being close to Hashem, 
the genuine prayer of a poor person is close to Hashem, and the 

 is also close to Hashem. However, despite the similarities, we 

gaining closeness with Hashem.

to Hashem with complete humility and reliance, asking for your basic 
needs. This is genuine  and submission to Hashem. 

The second path is that of 
his responsibilities of giving his produce to the correct people - especially 
the poor. In the words of Rashi (26:15) 

. As the Ralbag writes, someone 
who gives to the poor is as if they are lending to Hashem Himself 
(Hashem sustains the poor) and therefore Hashem will pay you back 
and add much blessing.2 This is the of 

 of - an opportunity to stand  to 
elicit Divine mercy.

The third avenue is to come close to Hashem through pure teshuva 
repentance. This refers to someone who feels that their spiritual account 
is lacking, and they want to remove past errors and become better people 
in the future. They feel , as we say 
in our Slichos. Indeed, the Zohar3 writes that the teshuva of David was 
considered like a prayer of a poor person. This should show us how to 
say our 
and future.

It is not often in life that we manage to be , that we 
manage to visit the palace, so to speak. But the opportunities are worth 
grasping, holding on to, and developing into more permanent features of 
our lives. 

This Devar Torah is a sample from the forthcoming book of HaRav Zvi 
Kushelevsky ‘s Divrei Torah on Chumash. Published by Israel Bookshop and 
iyH available after Simchas Torah.
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HaRav Zvi Kushelevsky
Rosh Yeshivas Heichal HaTorah, Yerushalayim Parshah

1  Yerushalmi Brachos 9:1 (63a)
2  Ralbag Mishlei 19:17, based on the pasuk there
3  Zohar parshas Balak chelek gimmel daf 195
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Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: Before beginning the study of 
the section of  in the  ‘Shomer Emunim’, 
they invited me to speak to the young men of Toldos Aharon 
as a preparation to study. 
The day after the  I sat and learned at the set  with 
my grandchildren. At the end of the  we were told that a 
family member was in the hospital and the condition was 
serious. We immediately arranged to say Tehillim for his 
recovery, but we realized that we were only nine men and if 
we had one more man, we would have a . I asked one 
of my grandsons to go down and see if someone was passing 
by who would be able to join us to say Tehillim since saying 
Tehillim with ten is incomparable to saying it without a 

.  
In the street beneath the house, my grandson saw a 

 man walking quickly. My grandson turned to him 
and said: “Grandfather needs a tenth to say Tehillim, perhaps 
you can join us for a few minutes?’ 
He replied that he was in a big hurry, but if this would take 
just for a few minutes he would do this , and so he 
came upstairs and joined us to say Tehillim. After a few 
minutes, we ended and I turned to him to bless him. He then 
said that he was on the way to Me’ah Shearim to immerse in a 
mikvah as a  that his wife should have an easy delivery 
as she is in the hospital. I immediately suggested that he use 
my mikvah instead of running to Me’ah Shearim. 
The man was very touched and he said that he thought that 
he was doing a  when he came up for a few minutes 
and now he sees that he is getting more than he gave and he 
was saving precious time. 
After immersing he said that yesterday he had attended the 

 that I gave on  and he wondered to 
himself if perhaps these stories of  were only a 
special  and they did not really happen to everybody… 
and now he sees that everyone is surrounded by unlimited 

, one just has to stop and consider and give thanks 
to Hashem!!! 

Moreinu HaRav shlit”a 
 

When we read in the Torah the directive to the judges 
(16:18)  – ‘and they shall judge 
the people with righteous judgment’, usually, we say to 
ourselves, ‘This posuk does not apply to me so much, I am 
not a judge and I am not involved in judgment’. But the 
truth of the matter is, this is not so. Each one of us is a 
judge. How is this possible?? 
A young man related that during vacation, he traveled 
with his family to Europe to visit the graves of Tzaddikim. 
He spent Shabbos in a place where many Jews were close 
the grave of one of the great Tzaddikim. He relates that on 
Shabbos he saw a young man who he recognized from his 
community, and he noticed that the young man was not 
wearing Shabbos clothes in the custom of their 
congregation. In his heart he resented the young man, 
‘Couldn’t he have taken Shabbos clothes with him even 
when he was in a foreign country?’ Of course, he did not 
say anything to him. The next day he again met the young 
man and they began a conversation. During the course of 
their conversation the young man told him that his whole 
family’s suitcases did not arrive with them on the flight 
and so, the whole family did not have their nice clothing! 
‘Just then I was filled with immense shame, how I didn’t 
even try to judge him favorably!’ 
This is what we were referring to. In truth, no one 
appointed me to be a judge, but the reality is that all day 
long we judge people right and left, right and wrong. 
Rashi explains the first posuk of our parsha ‘This teaches 
us that we establish judges for each and every tribe 
separately and in each and every city.’ Although, based on 
the size of the city no more than one judge is needed, still, 
since people descend from several tribes, they must 
establish judges from every tribe in the city. The reason 
for this is: In order to judge another person, the judge 
must be aware of the mental state of the one being 
judged. Similarly, Chazal have stated (Avos 2:5) ‘Do not 
judge your fellow until you have reached his place’, and 
this is what Chazal are telling us, that we are all judges, 
and just as we want HaKadosh Baruch Hu to judge us 
favorably on this fast approaching Yom HaDin [Judgment 
Day], so too it is incumbent on us to judge everyone 
favorably. 

- Tiv HaToarh - Shoftim 
 

420.324 
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A song of thanksgiving –  
On my way from Yerushalayim to Beit Shemesh a friend gave me 
a lift to the outskirts of the city. From the outskirts of the city I 
planned to take the Mehadrin line to Beit Shemesh. However, I 
noticed that there were three boys already standing at the stop 
and I realized that the Mehadrin line was not coming any time 
soon. I asked them what they were going to do, and they 
replied, that they would say  and rely and have 
faith that Hashem would provide a ride to take them home. 
I raised my eyebrow and I asked them where this trust came 
from? They calmly replied that this was their way, to say M

 before they needed salvation and again when leaving 
their ride and there was not one time when they did not see 
salvation. 
They began to say  and I observed from the side. 
It seemed a little strange, but I waited to see what would 
happen. Not five minutes passed, and an empty taxi stopped 
and invited us in at a very cheap rate because of the late hour 
and since he had no passengers. 
I was happy to take this offer and I told the group that this was a 
really cheap price. But they disagreed and said that salvation 
would come without any outlay of money. My curiosity was 
aroused, and I waited to see what would happen.  
About four minutes later, a large car stopped and asked who 
needs a ride to Beit Shemesh to the exact neighborhood where 
the boys and I lived. We all got in and went on our way. 
Of course, the boys had already said  an 
additional time, but I was still curious how all this came about. I 
asked the driver where he was coming from. The driver said he 
was coming from a Simcha at Zevil Hall. I wondered and asked 
why he did not take Highway 9 which was shorter and faster. 
The driver smiled and said the he really intended to take 
Highway 9 but suddenly, he thought that perhaps at this late 
hour there are people waiting for a ride and since was only a 
few minutes out of the way and behold, you were waiting for a 
ride. 
When I asked him when he left Zevil, it turns out it was at the 
precise moment when the boys began saying . 
Had I not witnessed the whole incident, I would have found it 
hard to believe, but now it was obvious the power of giving 
thanks. I decided to publicize the story so that people will hear, 
learn from, and rejoice in this amazing suggestion!!! 

 
 

 

Vayeira 
5779 

He was sitting at the entrance of the tent –  
A young man once said that when he was young he wanted to be a 

 [hidden tzaddik]. He would spend long hours imagining 
how he would hide in a cave secretly learning Torah. He could even 
save Israel with his tefillos… However, when he grew up, he 
understood that all his imaginings did not lead to anything and the 
reality was that he had done nothing! In his opinion, he did not even 
do the little that he could have accomplished. When he understood 
this, he decided that it was time to work hard and exert himself, 
whether in Tefillah, or whether in learning Torah, the main thing was 
to work hard. The young man finished by saying: ‘True, I did not 
become a , but I have already completed several 

 of Gemara and Mishnayos, and , I hope to 
complete others, and all this is doable. This decision is better than 
being a fantasy . 
In our parsha, we learn about the father of our nation – Avraham 
Avinu who merited that the Shechina be revealed to him (18:1) 

 - ‘Hashem appeared to him in the Plains of 
Mamre’, and when did he earn this?  – 
‘while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the 
day’. This was when he was devotedly sitting and waiting for guests, 
as Rashi explains: At the entrance of the tent – To see if there were 
passersby, so he would bring them into his house. Despite that 
Avraham Avinu endured difficult challenges, despite that he was only 
three years old when he recognized his Creator, and he was already 
steeped in faith and trust in Hashem Yisbarach, and all his actions 
were intended to publicize and sanctify the Name of Heaven in the 
world, still, when did he earn that the Shechina would be revealed to 
him? When he was devoted to a mitzvah, when he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day, on the third day after his , 
with devotion, then he earned that the Shechina would be revealed to 
him, ‘Hashem appeared to him’. 
While looking for the greatness of Hashem Yisbarach is very important 
and many holy  discuss this, but to attain attachment to the 
Creator it is not enough to contemplate and fantasize that he will be a 

, rather, he has to work hard at it. He must be devoted. 
In our generation it is difficult to constantly live with devotion, 
therefore, it is appropriate that every person choose one mitzvah and 
devote himself to it. There are famous stories about people who 
devoted themselves to a simple mitzvah, such as , and 
in this merit they rose to high levels. It should be His will that we merit 
to cling to the Creator and all our actions should be for the sake of 
Heaven. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeira 
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The deeds of the fathers are a sign for the sons. It is also up to the 
sons to pay attention to their surroundings and understand based 
on the things happening around them what Hashem Yisbarach is 
demanding of them. This is what we have received from the 
righteous of the generations, that everyone hears and sees every 
day notices to straighten his way on the earth. It is on him to 
consider all these things happening around him, and to understand 
why heaven wanted him to see this, what it wants to teach him 
through this, and when he considers it well, he will understand that 
these notices are coming to teach him the things that need to be 
corrected by him. 
It is told about Maran, the holy Baal Shem Tov, who was once 
speaking to his students about the  of Above, and he told 
them that even if they hear something from someone not Jewish it 
was through the  of Hashem and they can learn the ways 
of service from it. They did not believe what they were hearing. How 
is this possible? The Baal Shem Tov told them that they would see 
with their own eyes how his words will come true. And so, a short 
while later, a gentile knocked on their door and asked them if they 
had anything that needed repair. That was the custom in those days. 
If a vessel broke, they did not throw it away right away, rather, they 
gave it to a handyman to repair it and as long as it could be repaired 
they did not discard it. There were gentiles that went from house to 
house asking if there was anything in the house that needed repair. 
When these students in the hall of the holy Baal Sham Tov were 
asked if they had anything that needed repair, they answered in the 
negative. However, the gentile left them with this: “You have many 
utensils that need fixing, but you don’t want to.” After the gentile 
left the house, the Baal Shem Tov asked his students, “Did you hear 
what the gentile told you? You must understand that he was sent by 
heaven to come hear and arouse us to repair our physical limbs 
which clothe the limbs of the .” Then the students accepted 
his words when they saw that his words were correct. 
Similarly, it is told about one of the  who was asked about 
that which Chazal said (Avos 6:2) ‘that every single day a heavenly 
voice emanates from Mount Chorev, proclaiming and saying, “Woe 
to them, to the people, because of their insult to the Torah”’. He 
asked, “Since this heavenly voice is not heard, what benefit is there 
from this heavenly voice?” He was amazed and replied, “You don’t 
hear the voice? Come, let’s go outside and I will show you this 
voice!” When the tzaddik and his companions went outside they 
noticed two gentiles arguing with one another. One said to the 
other, “How can you be so brazen to steal from and lie to me?! 
Don’t you know that there is a       G-d above Who sees everything?” 
The tzaddik turned to his companions and asked them: “Nu? Now do 
you hear?” He then explained to them that in fact, this was the voice 
that emanates every day. However, some merit to actually hear the 
voice directly, but when does not merit it, then, the voice is clothed 
differently, and one hears it in a different way. The tzaddik then 
concluded and said, “We too, can only hear the heavenly voice 
disguised, in this case the heavenly voice was disguised as a gentile, 
and to arouse us, it came to show us Hashem.” 
The take away for us from all of this is that literally, every day, the 
will of Above is disguised in various ways to arouse the person. It is 
up to the person to understand everything that is happening before 
his eyes, and then he will merit to be wholehearted with his Creator 
all the days of his life.     
 

Hints from Heaven -  
 

 
Then Hashem said to Avraham, “Why is it that Sarah laughed, 
saying: ‘Is it even true that I shall give birth, though I have aged?’” 
(18:13) 
Rashi explains: Though I have aged – The Torah altered Sarah’s 
words for the sake of peace, for she had said, ‘and my husband is 
old.’ 
Seemingly, this is astounding. For the sake of peace HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu changed the words so that Avraham would not feel bad 
that Sarah thinks he is old. But the very fact that she cancelled in her 
heart the message from the angel and she did not believe the 
announcement. By Avraham knowing this would have without a 
doubt, created more strife in the house. How is it possible that his 
beloved wife did not believe the news that they received from 
heaven, then why was this information not withheld from Avraham 
as well? 
However, the truth of the matter is that there is no validity that 
Sarah did not believe the news they received. In fact, she had no 
way of knowing that they were angels. She thought that they were 
Arabs. Therefore, this had no effect on her belief at all, and there 
was no reason for HaKadosh Baruch Hu to withhold this information. 
However, based on this, we must understand the complaint of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu against Sarah as she did not know at all that 
these guests arrived through the word of Hashem and they were 
conveying His message. We must say that the complaint of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu was that she was lacking faith in  
from Above. It was appropriate that this  [righteous 
woman] should believe that everything she sees and hears is 
through the  of Above, and if she hears from a non-Jew 
that in a year from now she will have a son, she must believe it as it 
was not for nothing that she is hearing this. This is the way Hashem 
Yisbarach wanted to convey to her that she should anticipate her 
salvation, and since she did not believe it, this was a small flaw in 
her faith. This was the complaint of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. However, 
Avraham was not bothered by this at all. He felt that there are many 
levels to faith and not everyone is receptive to believe that the 
Shechina speaks from the throat of a gentile. However, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu knew how to assess and the value of Sarah, and He knew 
that to a  such as her, this was considered a flaw. 
Further on in the parsha we see that even by Avraham Avinu he was 
trying to understand the will of Hashem Yisbarach based on what his 
eyes saw. The Torah relates (20:1) that after the destruction of 
Sodom Avraham went to the region of the south. Rashi explains two 
reasons why Avraham went south, one – because the passersby had 
stopped coming to him, and two – to distance himself from Lot, 
because bad rumors had gone forth about him. However, he did not 
leave because of an express command from Hashem Yisbarach, 
rather because of the situation he understood that it was the will of 
Above that he distance himself from this place. He knew that the 
will of Above was for him to continue to keep the mitzvah of 
entertaining guests [ ] and if this place was not 
conducive for it, it was incumbent on him to uproot himself from 
there. Similarly, he understood that it was not for nothing that he 
heard the disparaging rumors about Lot. HaKadosh Baruch worked it 
out that he would hear these rumors as He wanted him to distance 
himself from his relative. Based on this he got up and left.  
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(Bereishis 22, 3): 

-- Avraham arose in the morning and he saddled his 
donkey; he took his two young men with him and Yitzchak, 
his son; he split the wood for the olah, and stood up and 
went to the place of which G-d had spoken to him.  

8): 
  As a 

reward for the two splittings Avraham Avinu split for the 
wood of the olah, he merited for the sea to split before 
Bnei Yisrael; for it states: “He split the wood for the olah” 
and it states further on (Shemos 14, 21): “And the waters 
split.”  

that the passuk employs the term  in the plural, which 

—to Him Who divided Yam Suf into 
parts; for His chesed endures forever.  Here, too, the plural 
form  

necessary for Chazal to assert that the sea split on behalf 
of Yisrael: —as a 

At the Time of the Akeidah 
 the Water Split for Avraham Avinu

First, the Satan appeared to him on the road in the 
guise of an elderly man.  It said to him . . . “Is an elderly 
man such as you going to forsake a son that was given to 
him at the age of one hundred years old?”  He (Avraham) 
said to him . . . “I will not listen to you!”  The Satan went 
from him and appeared in the guise of a young man and 
stood to the right of Yitzchak . . . He said to him: “Poor 
thing, son of an unfortunate woman, how many fasts did 
your mother have to fast until you were born?  And the 
old man has lost his mind and is going to slaughter you.”  
Yitzchak said: “Notwithstanding, I will not disobey the 
will of my Creator or the command of my father” . . .   

“On the third day”—since the distance was short, why 
was there a delay of three days?  When he (the Satan) 

 
 that Turned into Dry Land at the Time of the Akeidah 

and the Spectacular Miracle of Krias Yam Suf

Parshas Vayeira 5779
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saw that they were not persuaded by his arguments, 
it went and became a big river before them.  Avraham 
immediately went down into the water and it reached 
his thighs.  He said to his young men: “Follow me.”  They 
followed him.  When he reached the middle of the river, 
the water was up to his neck.  

At that moment, Avraham gazed up at the heavens.  He 
said to Him: “Master of the Universe, You chose me, You 
guided (exalted) me and You appeared to me.  You said to 
me, “I am one and You are One; through you My name will 
become known in My world; and offer your son Yitzchak 

command; and, now, I have encountered life-threatening 

Your word?  Who will represent Your name?  HKB”H 
said to him, “On your life, I swear that My name will be 
represented in the world by you!”  Immediately, HKB”H 
rebuked the source of water, the river dried up and they 
stood on dry land.  

 

Upon further analysis, it is apparent that there are many 

(Sotah 37a): 

  This one (tribe) said, “I am not going 

it explains in Scriptures : “Save me, O G-d, for 
the waters have reached until the soul.”  

“The water 
threatens my life.”  

“The water threatens 
my life.”  

  Know that all decisions of the guardian 
angels, when they proceed from a potential decree to a 
symbolic act, the decree will be effected in any case.  It is 
for this reason that the prophets often perform some act in 
conjunction with the prophecies.  It is now quite clear why 

As a reward for the two splittings Avraham Avinu split for 
the wood of the olah, he merited for the sea to split before 
Bnei Yisrael; for it states: “He split the wood for the olah 
and it states further on (Shemos 14, 21): “And the waters 
split.”  

 

The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: There was an incident 
in which the courtyard of Yosef ben Simai in Shichin 

(on Shabbas), and the men of the Governor of 
Tzippori came to extinguish it, because he was the king’s 

Parshas Vayeira 5779 | 2
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treasurer; however, he did not allow them to do so due 
to the honor of the Shabbas.  A miracle occurred on his 

heard of the matter, they said that he did not need to do 
that.  For, we have learned in the Mishnah: A gentile who 
comes to extinguish, they do not say to him, “Extinguish” 
nor “Do not extinguish.”  

“water”

 

“big river” 

punish the reshaim: 

 “She fears not snow for her household, because all 
her household is clothed in scarlet wool.” 
Chizkiah said: The sentence of reshaim in Gehinnom is 
twelve months—six months in the heat and six months in 

of which they say, “This is the Gehinnom of HKB”H.”  
Afterwards, he takes them out into the snow—of which 
they say, “This is the cold of HKB”H.”

  

—my heart became hot within 
In contrast, to 
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  A Baraisa 
of the Academy of Rabbi Yishmael taught the following: If 
this despicable character engages you, draw him into the 
Beis Midrash; if he is like a stone, he will dissolve; if he is 
like iron, he will shatter.  If he is a stone, he will dissolve, 
as it is written : “Ho!  All who are thirsty, 
get you to water.”  And it is written : “Water 
wears down stones.”  If he is iron, he will shatter, as it is 
written 
Hashem, and like a hammer that shatters a rock?!”  

“Are not 
“Ho!  All who 

are thirsty, get you to water.”  

of water that arouses the element of water in a person to cools 

—G-d-fearing
 

, since he constantly fears the two types 
of yetzer hara—the yetzers of So, when he is 

to commit an aveirah, he must 

water 
hara of water prevails upon him to be lax in the performance 

performance o

Krias Yam Suf in the Merit of Overcoming  
the Element of Water

that he alerted his neighbors to gather 

would prevail over his yetzer because of being ashamed 
in front of his neighbors.  

to suppress their enthusiasm, the Satan—namely, the yetzer 

it went and formed 
a big river in front of them.  
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within them to prevail ove

to Hashem: 

his behalf: —in the 

—G-d tested Avraham.  

often see this characteristic in people who place their lives 
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To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

into Yosef ben Simai: —

(Vayeira) teaches us that the term  implies a personal 

—who could sling a stone at a hair 
and not miss.  

stimulate the element of water within him to prevail over the 
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

vrohom immediately ran towards the three nomad-looking angels when he 

 

 

 
The Torah’s culture “voices” an opinion throughout our lives, and we should 
allow it to decide our actions.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel 
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com 
and enter "Subscribe" into the subject line.

some attention.
 

 

 

 

 
I remind people that doing things correctly from 

the beginning of transitional stages will create positive impressions 
within days. Correcting negative impressions will often take months, 
and even years.
 
The most important advice that I can give is for people to be aware 

 

Transitional Stages

P

" The most important advice that I 

can give is for people to be aware that 

they create precedents when they first 

interact with others."



 

“You can

This scenario has cost 
thousands of hours of Torah study, and more resentment, than anything 

 

 

 

I, therefore, advise people to never undertake anything that they don’t 
plan on sustaining.

The challenge is to be realistic. 

In 
reality, what seems like a good idea now, may not appear to be as good 
an idea in a few months. It’s important to remember this throughout 
every transitional stage.
 

 
People who believe that they have mastered whatever new stage they 

and will probably get into trouble.
 
As important as it is for people to change when they interact in their 
new environments, they must also change the way they perceive 
themselves, others, and possibly, the world. 

esperate times call for desperate measures. The yeshivah in Kamenetz 

would not leave the room until her prayer was answered. The matriarch Sarah assured 

contention that her son should remain in Yeshivah. 

opposed the idea.

dismayed. R’ Yaakov Yosef was quick to remind his wife of her dream and of their 

the trait of chessed. 

the British soldiers appeared and the massacre was halted.

Story from "Torah Tavlin" By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman
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Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z’’l publisher and distributor of the Worldwide edition of Penimim  

 
Then Avraham ran to the cattle. (18:7) 

 
 The Baal HaTurim turns around the letters of the word, 

ha’bakar, so that it becomes ha’kever, the grave. The Yalkut Shemoni 
explains that the bakar, calf, that Avraham Avinu was prepared to 
slaughter ran away, and Avraham followed it into the Meoras 
HaMachpeilah, which then contained the graves of Adam and Chavah. 
When Avraham entered the cave, he saw a man and a woman lying 
there asleep. Next to them candles were burning, from which a 
pleasant odor permeated outward. This is why Avraham sought to 
make Meoras HaMachpeilah the place where he, too, wished to be 
buried. Interestingly, as noted by the Baal HaTurim, the word 
Machpeilah has the same gematria, numerical equivalent, as 
Avraham’s age (175) when he left this world. Avraham chose his 
burial site. His choice was supported by his son, Yitzchak Avinu, and 
grandson, Yaakov Avinu. Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, relates a 
story in which a distinguished rav selected his gravesite due to the 
kedushah, sanctity, which emanated from it.  

 The following story is recorded in the pinkas, diary, of the 
proceedings of the Chevra Kaddisha, Sacred Burial Society, of the 
town of Polna’ah, Ukraine. When the rav of the city felt that his time 
on this world was slowly coming to a close, he went to the Jewish 
cemetery, accompanied by members of the Chevra Kaddisha, with the 
intention of picking out a gravesite. Obviously, he had certain criteria 
concerning next to whom he wanted to be buried. When they arrived 
at the cemetery, he soon pointed to a specific site, claiming that he 
had seen an unusual otherworldly light hovering over it.  

 The members of the Chevra searched through their records 
and discovered that that specific place had already been sold to a 
certain tailor. After more searching, they discovered that for the last 
ten years, this tailor had visited the site (where he would be buried) 
daily in order to recite the entire Sefer Tehillim. When the rav heard 
this, he immediately proceeded to the home of the tailor and begged 
him to sell him the burial site. The tailor was immovable. The spot 
was not for sale. When the rav saw that the tailor was not selling, he 
instructed the Chevra Kaddisha to sell him the spot to the right of the 
tailor. Ten years later, the elderly rav went to his rightful reward in 
Gan Eden and was buried in the spot (which was to the right of the 
tailor) that he had purchased.  

 Ten more years elapsed, and the venerable Horav Leib 
Mochiach, one of the talmidei Baal Shem Tov, asked the Chevra 
Kaddisha of Polna’ah to help him select a burial site. When he arrived 
at the cemetery, he, too, noticed the same extraordinary light that the 
rav of the city had observed twenty years earlier. He, too, wanted to 
purchase this spot (where the tailor had been daily reciting Tehillim 
for the past twenty years). After he was informed that the spot had 
been sold, he attempted to convince the tailor to sell. His efforts also 
proved futile. He compromised and purchased the spot to the left of 
the tailor’s site.  

 The tailor continued reciting Tehillim daily for eight more 
years – a total of (over) twenty eight years, until he, too, was called to 
his rightful place in the Yeshivah Shel Maalah, Heavenly Yeshivah. He 

was buried between the rav of the city and Rav Leib Mochiach. The 
entire city was in awe of this simple (far from simple) tailor, who 
ended up being buried between these two holy men.  

 We may derive a powerful lesson concerning how much 
Heavenly illumination and kedushah is created, and from which one 
may draw and absorb unto himself – all from the recitation of Sefer 
Tehillim. I grew up in a home in which Tehillim recitation was a daily 
staple. My father, a Holocaust survivor who did not have the good 
fortune of studying in a yeshivah, recited the entire Sefer Tehillim 
before davening – every day (and he did not daven at 9:00 a.m.).  

 Sefer Tehillim is David Hamelech’s song of praise to Hashem. 
The 150 Divinely inspired mizmorim have served as the basis of the 
tefillos of Klal Yisrael throughout the millennia. David Hamelech 
originally authored these mizmorim to express his personal love and 
devotion to Hashem, but, ultimately, he structured them in such a 
manner that they could be employed by any individual as a means of 
communicating with Hashem. What makes Sefer Tehillim so unique is 
the feeling that it generates within the psyche of the petitioner. An 
attitude of awareness of the Creator, His Presence throughout every 
moment of our lives, has made Sefer Tehillim the book that 
accompanies a Jew wherever and whenever throughout his life’s 
journey. 

 The mizmorim convey a powerful point: Hashem is with us 
through periods of joy, as well as moments of sadness and pain. 
While we are quick to feel positive when life (seems) is good, as soon 
as a change in the other direction occurs, we tend to become anxious 
and depressed. David went through so much. His ups and downs are 
our ups and downs. He teaches us that it all comes from Hashem, 
Who is a loving Father. There is a reason for everything. By accepting 
the will of Hashem, we become strengthened in the knowledge that 
we are not alone. I conclude with the words of the Malbim (preface to 
his commentary on Sefer Tehillim), “Every person will see in it (Sefer 
Tehillim) every prayer, every supplication, every form of gratitude 
and praise for everything and every subject/issue (whatever it is) to 
cry out, to ask for salvation, in pain or (moments of) relief and 
respite, for the individual or the community, throughout our journey 
on the sea of life” (free translation).  

 We now have an idea concerning the extraordinary power 
of reciting Tehillim, and how an ordinary Jew, through his passionate 
recital of Tehillim, merited to be buried between two gedolei Yisrael.  

 
 

Avraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
(22:10)  

 
 A dear friend who became observant late in life, after 

raising his children to be devoutly secular Jews with little or no 
Jewish identity, was told by his daughter, “What bothers me most 
about your commitment to Orthodoxy is that you care more about G-
d than you do about me!” A powerful accusation – if one is not 
Orthodox. One whose life is wholly regulated by the Torah 
understands that it is all about G-d. He comes first. This does not in 
any way suggest that frum people do not have feelings for family. If 
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anything, they place a higher premium on family. It is just that 
Hashem is first in their lives.  

 Chazal express this idea in the Midrash Rabbah (56) 
commentary to this parshah, “When Avraham Avinu stretched out his 
hand to take the knife (to slaughter Yitzchak Avinu), tears streamed 
down his face onto the eyes of Yitzchak, the result of his fatherly love 
for his (only) son. Nonetheless, he went joyfully to perform Hashem’s 
will.” This teaches us that while Avraham acquiesced to carrying out 
Hashem’s command, he did so without negating his feelings of 
fatherly love and compassion. He loved his son as only a father could 
who, at an advanced age, finally had a son, an heir, a successor, 
someone who could carry on his legacy. His love for his son was 
boundless – His love for Hashem was greater. Thus, he went out 
joyfully to execute Hashem’s will, despite eyes filled with tears of love 
and compassion for his son.  

 When Moshe Rabbeinu called out, Mi l’Hashem eilai, “Who is 
for Hashem, join me” (Shemos 32:26), Shevet Levi came forward en 
masse, prepared to mete out punishment for those who had 
perpetrated the sin of the Golden Calf. They were prepared to take 
action against family members, because their love for Hashem 
superseded their love of family. This is part of the mitzvah of love of 
Hashem which we recite thrice daily in Krias Shema, V’Ahavta es 
Hashem Elokecha b’chol levavchah u’b’chol nafeshecha u’b’chol 
meodecha; “You shall love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart, with 
all your soul and with all of your resources” (Devarim 6:5).  

 A frum Jew who has been born and nurtured in faith takes 
his relationship with Hashem for granted. What is the question? 
Hashem is my Heavenly Father. His mandate precedes and 
transcends everything. Shabbos is holy; kosher is part of Jewish life; 
Bris Milah is Jewish identity. It is not a choice; it is who we are. What 
can we expect of the individual who was not so fortunate, who grew 
up in a Jewish world devoid of Judaism, who was clueless to the 
meaning of religion, a world in which Shabbos, kashrus, Bris Milah, 
Yom Kippur, Pesach were historical rituals of a now defunct religion? 
We pray for such Jews, that one day they be blessed and that their 
lives become illuminated. Until that time, however, we should not be 
shocked by such questions as, “How can you put G-d before your 
family?” 

 Regardless of a person’s emotional and spiritual distance 
from Torah Judaism, it by no means defines his/her ability to return 
to the religion of his/her ancestors. Another myth that has been 
concocted by those who seek a way out, is that Orthodox Jews have 
no interest in anyone who does not serve the same G-d as they do. 
(This pejorative claim applies across the board to anyone who is less 
than fully practicing, whose hashkafah, outlook on 
Judaism/Orthodoxy veers from the mainstream.) This is absolutely 
not true. Many successful outreach organisers are individuals who 
are not judgmental and are all-embracing, who go out of their way to 
reach out and help anyone of Jewish extraction, to guide them on 
their way back. We will always “keep the door open and the light on” 
for our brothers and sisters, who, in most cases, never have had the 
opportunity to know a true Torah life.  

 We know of literally thousands of kiruv, outreach, and 
teshuvah stories of return. Most of us have our own stories, 
meaningful events in our lives, during which we have reached out to 
someone, making the vital difference at a crucial time in their lives. 
Each and every Jew is a source of infinite value to his/her Father in 
Heaven, and anyone who guides them – or plays a supporting role in 
their return home – will be justly awarded. The following story is 
special to me. Indeed, it has served as a tremendous source of 
inspiration. Sadly, it is not one of those “feel good” stories that have a 
good ending. I should not say that, because the ending (as all endings 
orchestrated by Hashem) is good. We just do not always see it.  

 Shuvu is an educational network in Eretz Yisrael, founded 
through the vision of Horav Avraham Pam, zl, and supported by his 
devoted students and Jews throughout the spectrum of Judaism who 
are committed to providing a Torah education to children of the 
former Soviet Union. These are children who grew up in a world in 
which religion was an anathema, and Judaism the most reviled of all. 
The truth will always have its detractors. This is the story about a 
young teenager, sixteen-year-old Michael Sharshevsky, a truly gifted 
student in a Shuvu school, a boy who was wholly committed to 
growing in Torah and mitzvos. Michael excelled in every subject; 
nonetheless, he was modest, quiet and unassuming, sensitive and 
caring. As a result, he was loved by his teachers and peers alike.  

 Michael would often give up his recess to learn with a 
weaker student. At night, he would study on the phone for hours in 
order to explain a difficult concept to a classmate who just could not 
maintain the pace of learning in the class. Michael was a gift.  

 This was Michael’s third year in a frum school, having first 
been enrolled in a secular school upon his arrival from Russia. What 
did his parents know? Jewish is Jewish, and it was certainly better 
than what he had experienced in Russia. Michael, however, was a 
delicate soul, and the unruly atmosphere that bred disrespect and 
contempt for authority was too much for him to digest. He made up 
his mind to attend a yeshivah High School. His parents were 
supportive of his decision, and, in order to facilitate his enrolment in 
a Shuvu High School, they even moved to Yerushalayim.  

 Michael gravitated to yeshivah like a fish to water. The 
kedushah, sanctity, that permeated the halls had a profound effect on 
him. Every day of exposure to Torah and mitzvos was a day of 
paradise, the intense joy captivating him spiritually and giving 
meaning to him emotionally. Every mitzvah was a breath of fresh air, 
a challenge to fulfil with perfection. He sought to fulfil all of the 
halachic requirements of a mitzvah, including the proper kavanos, 
intentions/devotions, that are intrinsic to it. It was well-known that 
when Michael took on a mitzvah, he devoted himself completely to it, 
never letting it go, for fear of losing a most precious treasure.  

 Michael loved to do things in a calm, organised fashion. 
Rushing was not his thing, and he considered it to be disrespectful of 
whatever endeavour he was taking on. While other boys would make 
it to school by the last bell, Michael arose early in the morning in 
order to take the early-morning bus, so that he would be in the shul 
with enough time to don his Tefillin with proper kavanah and be able 
to recite the tefillah without rushing. He came so early that the key to 
the school was entrusted to him.  

 One early November morning, Michael left home, key in 
hand, to perform his daily routine of opening the building and 
prepare for davening. That morning, however, was different, because 
that morning Michael would not make it. A suicide bomber boarded 
the number 21 bus and blew himself up, claiming the lives of eleven 
kedoshim, martyrs, among them our beloved Michael and his dear 
mother. Michael died holding the key to the building in his hand. 
When Michael’s body was discovered among the wreckage, the first 
responders were surprised that his yarmulke was still on his head. 
The mitzvah for which he cared so much stayed with him until the 
end.  

 Meanwhile, the students of Shuvu High School in 
Yerushalayim continued to wait for Michael’s arrival. Classes 
commenced – but no Michael. Something was obviously wrong. 
Michael never missed school. Torah learning was too much a part of 
him. Suddenly, an hour after classes had begun, a loud wrenching 
noise broke the silence. The heavy iron security gate, which Michael 
had opened daily, came crashing down. It had broken off from its 
hinges and fallen to the ground. Nothing had been wrong with the 
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gate. It was as if the gate itself was protesting that, from now on, 
someone else would hold its key.  

 

  
And an Angel of Hashem called to him… For now I know that 

you are a G-d-fearing man, since you have not withheld your son, your 
only one, from Me. (22:11,12) 

 
 The angel said to Avraham, “Since you have not withheld 

your son, your only one, from Me.” The Gaon, zl, m’Vilna, wonders 
what the angel meant with the words, “From Me”. If he meant 
Hashem, he should have said so. “Me” implies that he was talking 
about himself. Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, cites Maadanei Yosef, 
who explains that every mitzvah a person performs catalyses the 
creation of an angel. The quality, perfection of this angel, depends 
upon the quality of the mitzvah. A strong mitzvah, i.e., one performed 
solely for the sake of Heaven, with alacrity and the proper intentions, 
creates a Heavenly angel that will be on a sublime level. If, however, 
the mitzvah that one performs is, at best, passable, but lacks spiritual 
substance, stability and energy, the angel will lack those same 
characteristics.  

 This is why we say in the Tefillah, prayer, U’Nesaneh Tokef, 
“Let us proclaim (the mighty holiness of this day),” “The angels 
tremble, fear and dread seize them.” Why do the Heavenly angels 
tremble? It is not as if they have Torah and mitzvos to study and 
perform. What did they do wrong that would give them reason to 
tremble? When the angels consider that they are the products of the 
mitzvah performance of man – they worry. If the mitzvah was 
performed listlessly – and the man repents, does teshuvah, they have 
nothing to worry about. The man has saved them. If, however, the 
man goes about his Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in much the same 
manner as before, his mitzvos are executed perfunctorily, almost as if 
he were compelled to do so – no love, no passion, no excitement, no 
life – then the Malach has reason to tremble.  

 “We now understand,” explains Rav Zilberstein, “what the 
angel intimated to Avraham: Mimeni, ‘from Me,’ I can tell from myself, 
from my lofty spiritual plateau, that you, Avraham, did well. You 
acted with alacrity to fulfil Hashem’s Will. You did not deviate one 
iota from what He asked you to do. You imbued this mitzvah with 
fear of G-d, love and pure intention for the sake of Heaven. How do I 
know? I look at myself – mimeni – as the greatest indicator. I am the 
product of your mitzvah!” 

 This is something to consider when we next perform a 
mitzvah, such as going to shul to daven. When, how and what attitude 
we manifest determines the angel that we create. We might need that 
angel one day to be on our side, to support us in a critical time. The 
last thing we want is an angel that is too “weak” to help us. We will 
have no one to blame but ourselves.  

 
 

Do not stretch out your hand against the lad… for now I know that you 
are a G-d-fearing man. (22:12) 

 
 What was so special about “now”? What did Avraham Avinu 

do “now” that made such a strong impression, that so underscored 
his fear of G-d? The Malbim explains that actually Avraham had been 
tested twice. The primary objective of the nisayon, test, of Akeidas 
Yitzchak was to see whether Avraham would carry out the mitzvah 
purely for the sake of Hashem: Would this mitzvah be the execution of 
the will of the Almighty – or would Avraham perform the Akeidah for 
ulterior (regardless of how minute and insignificant) motives? Would 

the Patriarch have a personal agenda included in his act for G-d, or 
would it be a pristine, unsullied act of glorifying Hashem’s Name?  

 Avraham was commanded twice to carry out the will of G-d. 
First, he was told to place Yitzchak on the Altar and prepare for the 
sacrifice – which he did. Second, he was instructed to desist, to 
refrain from carrying out the first mitzvah. He was not to slaughter 
Yitzchak. The fact that Avraham carried out the first mitzvah l’shem 
Shomayim, purely for the sake of Heaven, is nothing novel. Clearly, 
there could be no personal interest in sacrificing his only son. It was 
undoubtedly for Hashem. Avraham would not benefit in any way by 
slaughtering Yitzchak. Thus, this mitzvah does not yet indicate where 
Avraham Avinu’s heart would lie.  

 The second mitzvah was much more difficult to execute 
l’shem Shomayim. When Avraham was instructed to refrain from 
killing Yitzchak, he must have been awash with joy: “Baruch Hashem, 
now Yitzchak will live; my legacy is preserved; the future of the 
Jewish nation is ensured. I can go home to Sarah (Imeinu) and tell her 
the good news: she did not lose her only child.” This second mitzvah 
was replete with compelling reasons for Avraham to be focused on 
himself – not solely on the Almighty.  

 Hashem, Who knows what courses through the inner 
workings of a person’s heart/emotions, knew for certain that 
everything that Avraham did – taking back his hand and desisting 
from killing Yitzchak – was not diminished in any way by any vestige 
of personal interest. Everything that Avraham did was l’shem 
Shomayim. It was this second nisayon that demonstrated that 
Avraham’s true commitment was solely for the sake of glorifying 
Hashem’s Name. Thus, Hashem said, “for now” – after this second 
test, you have proven your devotion in acting Mimeni – “for Me.”  

 
Va’ani Tefillah 

 
  

Al hatzaddikim v’al ha’chassidim  
On the righteous, on the devout.  

 
 Having concluded our prayer supplicating Hashem to rid us 

of those who would destroy our Torah way of life and expressing 
hope that those among us who have strayed/deviated from the truth 
will return to the Torah way, we begin our prayer on behalf of the 
righteous and virtuous members of our people. Through the upright, 
committed Jew, whose tenacious devotion to Hashem is unequivocal, 
we are provided with the inspiration and the standard for Jewish 
commitment, which serve as encouragement for us to remain 
stalwart and strengthen our own resolve to remain connected with 
Hashem.  

 Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, suggests that “tzaddik” describes 
one who has reached the apex, the pinnacle of human perfection. 
Thus, he is referred to by Shlomo Hamelech (Mishlei 10:25), as 
Tzaddik yesod olam, “And the tzaddik is the foundation of the world.” 
He is a person who lives exactly as Hashem wants him to live. A 
tzaddik may err occasionally, but, while this is normal, he quickly 
repents and returns to his original humble self.  

 Chassid refers to the next level of righteousness. A Chassid is 
he whose love of Hashem is so outstanding that he executes mitzvos 
and maasim tovim, acts of lovingkindness, lifnim meshuras ha’din, 
beyond the call of duty. He acts, out of extreme love, to do more than 
he is required to do.  
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PPaarraasshhaass  VVaayyeerraa  
MMoorree  KKnnoowwlleeddggee,,  

MMoorree  DDeeeeddss,,  
MMoorree  NNaacchhaass  

““WWhat are you doing, Avi?” 

“I am preparing a Devar Torah, Chaim.” 
“How nice. Is it a Devar Torah for any 
special occasion or reason?” 
“Yes, Chaim, it is very special. It is for my 
father.” 
“That’s so good of you! When are you 
going to share this Devar Torah with your 
father?” 
“At the Shabbos table.” 
“Wonderful, Avi! I just have one question 
for you. How do you know that your 
father likes Divrei Torah at the Shabbos 
table?” 
“Because he says them himself. Every 
week my father prepares Divrei 
Torah to share with the whole 
family at the Shabbos table. He 
tries to make the subject matter 
interesting to everyone, so that 
we can all understand and 
participate. I concluded that if my 
father gets nachas when we listen 
to his Divrei Torah, how much 
more so he would get 
nachas when we 
prepare our own 
drashas. Therefore, I 
am preparing a Devar 
Torah for the Shabbos 
table to give my father 
nachas.” 
“That is so thoughtful, 
Avi. Your father must be so 
proud of you. Can you share 
your Devar Torah with me?” 
“With pleasure, Chaim. It is 
from the commentary of Rav Meir Sim-
cha of Dvinsk, the author of the sefer 
Meshech Chochma, on this week’s 
parasha (Bereshis 18:10). After the Akeidas 
Yitzchak, the malach (heavenly angel) of 
Hashem says to Avraham Avinu, ‘Now I 
know that you fear the Almighty’ 
(Bereshis 22:12). How did the malach 
know this? He observed Avraham’s in-
tense desire to fulfill the will of his Crea-
tor. Avraham Avinu had waited until age 
100 for a son to be born to his wife Sara. 
We can only begin to imagine how much 
he cherished Yitzchak. Hashem com-
manded him to offer his precious son as a 
sacrifice. What was Avraham Avinu’s re-
action? He got up early in the morning to 
fulfill the ratzon (will of) Hashem. He 
carried out all of Hashem’s wishes to the 
very end, when he raised the knife to 
shecht Yitzchak. At the last moment, the 
malach called him and told him to stop. 
‘Now I know that you fear the Al-
mighty.’“ 
“Only someone with phenomenal yiras 
shomayim would have the courage to 

follow such a command.” 
“That was Avraham Avinu. Our holy 
forefather’s entire life was a symphony of 
yiras shomayim. The Meshech Chochma 
compares yiras shomayim to the fear of 
one’s father. One who reveres his father, 
and wants to fulfill his wishes will do two 
things. First, he will determine what gives 
his father pleasure, and what disturbs 
him. He will then do the things that his 
father enjoys, and refrain from those 
things that annoy him. That is how Avra-
ham Avinu conducted his life. He did not 
receive the Torah at Har Sinai. Rather, he 
deduced it on his own. He contemplated 
the beauty and intricacy of the universe, 
and deduced that a Being of great wis-
dom must have created it. He then fig-
ured out what the Creator expected of 
him, and performed His wishes. In doing 
so, he set the precedent for our entire 
nation.” 
“Avraham wanted to please Hashem, just 

like a child wants to please his father.” 
“Precisely.” 
“Avi, with your Devar Torah, you are 
emulating our holy forefather 
Avraham Avinu. You figured out that 
saying a Devar Torah at the Shabbos 

table gives your father nachas, therefore 
you are doing it. To take it even a step 

farther, we are all Hashem’s 
children, as the verse states, ‘You 
are children to Hashem, your G-d’ 
(Devarim 14:1). He gave us the 
Torah; the positive and negative 
mitzvos. He makes it simple for us 
to give Him nachas – just perform 
the positive mitzvos, and refrain 
from violating the negative 

commandments. As we 
learn more Torah, we learn 
more mitzvos, more of their 
details, their meanings, and 
their kavannas (intentions). 

We subsequently perform more of them, 
more correctly, with more kavannah. 
This gives Hashem more, and more, and 
more nachas.” 
“Chaim, the greatest thing that we can 
accomplish in life is to give Hashem 
nachas. This is what we were created for, 
and this is our reason for being here. May 
we all succeed, just like our great ancestor 
Avraham Avinu!” 
“Amen!” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
Nachas, nachas, nachas. That is what we 
want to give our parents; that is what we 
want to give our Father in heaven. It is 
very simple. Do the things that they like, 
and do not do what they dislike. We fear 
our parents and honor them. We fulfill 
their wishes. We fulfill Hashem’s positive 
and negative mitzvos. Let us make our 
lives one big symphony of nachas, just like 
our patriarch, Avraham Avinu. 
 

TThhee  UUllttiimmaattee  TTeesstt
AAkeidas Yitzchak – the binding of Yitz-

chak – was Avraham Avinu’s last and most 
difficult test. Yitzchak was “his son, his only 
one, whom he loved,” born to him at age 
100 after a lifetime of childlessness. The 
thought of sacrificing such a precious child 
is beyond comprehension. This crushing 
test would break an ordinary person. Yet 
there is another aspect to Akeidas Yitzchak 
that is far more difficult.

RRav Eliyahu Lopian points out that 

Avraham Avinu had tremendous seichel 
(common sense). After all, he concluded 
on his own that there is a Creator of the 
universe. He then deduced how to serve 
Him with such certainty that allowed 
himself to be thrown into a fiery furnace 
to sanctify His Name. Hashem saved him. 
Avraham Avinu’s message to the world 
was chessed – we must be kind to each 
other. He treated other people royally, 
teaching them by example that this was 
the way to serve The Creator. Human 
sacrifice was one of the barbaric ways to 
serve pagan idols. Nothing could be far-
ther removed from Avraham’s teachings. 
If he went through with this test and 
slaughtered Yitzchak, his whole life’s 
work would be ruined. People would no 
longer listen to such a man who contra-
dicted himself so radically.

AAvraham Avinu could have had his own 

doubts also. After all, this command went 
completely against his seichel. Could it 
really be the Will of Hashem? Was he 
mistaken in his previous path, in which he 
concluded that the foundation of the 
Torah is chessed? In this final test, we see 
the true greatness of Avraham Avinu. He 
was the supreme servant of Hashem, pre-
pared to carry out His Will no matter 
what. Even if it meant losing his son, his 
life’s work, and his way of thinking. That 
was our forefather Avraham – the ulti-
mate Eved (servant of) Hashem.

Kinderlach . . . 
You come from good stock. Your ancestor 
was Avraham Avinu. We know about his 
wonderful acts of chessed, and his kiruv 
rechokim (bringing people close to 
Hashem). We also know of his willingness 
to give up his life for Hashem. Now we 
see another aspect of Avraham Avinu’s 
greatness – his absolute bitachon (trust) in 
the Almighty. He was prepared to do 
whatever Hashem said, even if it contra-
dicted his entire life. What an inspiration 
for us! Sometimes it is difficult for us to 
carry out Hashem’s will. We need only to 
recall Avraham Avinu. Our ancestor with-
stood the ultimate test. He gave us 
strength. We can do it too. 
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TorahWellsprings

A major focus in this
week's parashah is the

mitzvah of hachnasas orchim.
The parashah starts off in
detail how Avraham Avinu
performed hachnasas orchim,
and again, towards the end of
the parashah, it states,

, "[Avraham] pitched
an eishel in Be'er Sheva"
(21:33), which is either an
orchard, to grow fruit for the
guests, or a hotel where
Avraham gave the guests ,
the acronym of ,
food, drink, and escort when
they left and continued on

their journey.TorahWellsprings

Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of
Lelov zt'l was once talking
about (praising) a certain
Yeminite tzaddik who fed

hundreds of war refugees.

One of the chassidim, who

was listening to Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai added, "This
tzaddik also had a chavrusah
with one of the kabbalah
giants…"
The Rebbe replied, "Why are
you mentioning that? Right
now we're discussing far
greater things, he fed hundreds
of homeless Yidden…" The
Rebbe understood the great
merit to feed hungry Yidden.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 103:)
discusses the great benefits
earned from doing hachnasas
orchim, and for feeding the
hungry. Among the gains are

, Hashem
doesn’t look at his bad deeds.
Rashi explains, "Hashem
doesn’t look at his sins…
Hashem pretends not to see

his deeds..."

1. This seems to be contradicting the G emara (Bava Kama 50.)
, that Hashem doesn’t overlook sins.

But it isn't a contradiction, because generally Hashem doesn’t overlook sin.
But when one feeds the poor, without thinking about whether the person

The Maharil Diskin zt'l
excelled in the mitzvah of
hachnasas orchim. Once, he
was learning when suddenly,
he put his sefer down and
went over to one of his elderly
guests and helped him take the
soft parts of the challah out of

the crust.

People asked him, "You were
so immersed in your studies;
how did you notice that the
elderly person needed help?"
The Maharil Diskin replied,
"When Hashem was speaking
with Avraham, how did
Avraham notice that three
guests arrived? The answer is,
when one is very dedicated to
a mitzvah, he can be speaking
with the Shechinah, he can be

learning Torah, and he will
know when the opportunity to
do something related to this

mitzvah comes along."

The Avnei Nezer zt'l was once
serving a guest who protested,
"I'm a simple person. I don’t

deserve this honor."

The Avnei Nezer opened the
window, and showed him a
tannery across the road, "All
you'll find in that store is
hides. But when those hides
are turned into tefillin, they
become holy. Likewise, you
are now our guest. You are
being used for a mitzvah, so
you have become holy. You
deserve people should wait

on you."

deserves to be helped or not, , Hashem will bestow kindness
onto him, without measuring whether he deserves the kindness or not.
2. The Baal HaTanya and the Tzemech Tzedek were studying

together when the Baal HaTanya heard a child crying. He quickly went
over to the child to calm him. The Tzemech Tzedek asked his grandfather,
the Baal HaTanya “How did you hear the child crying?” They were so
immersed in their learning, the Tzemech Tzedek didn’t hear anything. The
Baal HaTanya replied, “Believe me, I can hear the painful cry of a Yid from
the other side of the world.”
3. Similarly, the Sfas Emes taught that a guest is a

(an item used for a mitzvah) and there is a upon him.

The Chofetz Chaim zt'l was
taking care of his guest. The
guest said, "You don’t have to
do this for me. Really, I can
set up the room myself…"
"Really?" the Chofetz Chaim
replied, "and tomorrow, will
you also wear my tefillin for

me?"

Reb Chaim Brim zt’l was once
speaking in learning with the
Chazon Ish zt'l late into night,
until there weren't any more
busses to bring him back to
Yerushalayim, where he lived.
So that he stayed night in the
Chazon Ish's home. Reb
Chaim Brim said that night
three giants waited on him:
The Chazon Ish, the Steipler,
and the Steipler's rebbetzin.
The Chazon Ish was giving the
orders; one brought negel
vasser, one brought food, one
prepared a bed, and so on. Reb
Chaim Brim was
uncomfortable that they were
all serving him, and said to the
Chazon Ish, "Please don’t do
this for me."
The Chazon Ish replied,
"Since when does an esrog tell

the person holding him how
he should be handled? Now
you are a mitzvah, and you
can't tell the people who are
obligated to do this mitzvah,

how to perform it."

Two Yidden came to Kozmir
late at night, and were looking
for a place to sleep. All homes
were dark. The only light
shone from the home of Rebbe
Yechezkel of Kozmir, zt'l, as
he was awake studying Torah.
Unaware that this was the
Rebbe's home, they knocked at
his door, and asked if they
could stay the night. The
Rebbe gladly invited them and
he served them supper and

gave them a place to sleep.

The gabai, who slept in the
adjoining room, awoke from
the commotion. He was certain
that the voices he was hearing
were neshamos who had come
down from heaven so the
Rebbe could rectify them. Too
frightened to see neshamos
from the next world, he
remained in his room and he

didn’t come out.



The next day, the gabai was
telling everyone in the beis
medresh about the souls who
came to the Rebbe's home.
The Rebbe said, "It's true that
two precious souls came to me
last night, but they didn’t
come for me to fix their
neshamos. They came to fix
my neshamah," for they gave
him the opportunity to do

hachnasas orchim.

Hosting guests is mesugal for
bearing children. The Baal
HaTanya zy’a didn’t have
children for twenty-four years
after his chasunah. He asked
the Maggid of Mezritch zy’a
for a segulah. The Maggid
told him , "How can
one merit having a child,

, by hosting guests"
(Tehillim 119:9). The Maggid
added that the father of the
Baal Shem Tov zt'l merited
bearing this holy son in the

merit of hachnasas orchim.

It states, (Bereishis
47:23). is roshei teivos for

, implying that with

hachnasas orchim, one can
merit bearing children.

Avraham Avinu and Sarah
Imeinu merited children due to
hachnasas orchim. Sarah was
eighty-nine years old, and she
was still barren. Avraham was
ninety-nine. But after they did
the mitzvah of hachnasas
orchim the malachim told her
that she would bear a child.

The Ishah Shunamis also bore
a child in the merit of hosting
Elisha HaNavi (see ll

Melachim, ch.4).

The Midrash (Tanchuma Ki
Seitze 2) states, “There are
mitzvos whose reward is
children, like Sarah who
hosted guests, and the
Shunamis [woman] who

hosted Elisha.”

On the words,
(21:33), the Rabbeinu b'Chaya
writes that the only other place
where it states the word
is (Bereishis 2) ,
"He planted a garden in
Eden." This hints that for the
mitzvah of hachnasas orchim,

one will merit Gan Eden.

Finally, hachnasas orchim is
rewarded in this world, as we
say every day,

, "These are the things
that one eats the fruits [of his

good deeds] in this world…,"
and one of the items listed is
hachnasas orchim. There are
many gains to be gotten from
hachnasas orchim. Fortunate
are those who engage in it.

4. say, , "Hosting guests
is greater than welcoming the ." , we can explain

that welcoming the is once a month, as we say in
, ,

"If the J ewish nation would only merit welcoming the face of their Father
in heaven once a month, it would be enough… " But
should be , it should be , more often. We should
have guests more than once a month.
Yet, although we should increase the performance of ,
we must always remember to do so within the guidelines of . When
the guests asked , "where is Sarah… ," Avraham replied,

, "She's in the tent." Sara wouldn’t come out between the men, as they
comported themselves with , even when doing .
The G emara ( 28.) states that it came Rav C hiya's time to die
and the Malach HaMaves was trying to take his , but he wasn't
able to. (Probably because Rav C hiya was always learning Torah, and
when one studies Torah, he is protected from the Malach HaMaves.) The
Malach HaMaves appeared like a pauper and knocked at Rav C hiya's door,
asking for bread, which Rav C hiya brought out to him. The Malach
HaMaves said, "I see that you have compassion on the poor; why don’t
you have compassion on me?" and the Malach HaMaves showed him a
rod of fire. That's when Rav C hiya knew that he wasn't a pauper, but the
Malach HaMaves. Rav C hiya agreed to let him take his soul.
This G emara needs explanation, for although Rav C hiya had compassion
on the poor, there is no reference that he was prepared to do this
even if it meant dying. So why should Rav C hiya agree to do a for
the Malach HaMaves and lose his life?
But the answer is, whenever Rav C hiya gave , he did so with all

What is greater? Giving up
one's life for Hashem's sake,
or to suffer a drop of
discomfort to bring honor to
Hashem? Most people will say
that sacrificing one's life for
Hashem is greater. We see that
people find it easier to
sacrifice their lives for
Hashem, than to do the

smaller sacrifices.

The Mesilas Yesharim
(ch.19) describes how people
who love Hashem look
forward to the difficult tests:
"When difficult obstacles
come before them, when they
need immense strength to
remove them, that's when
their hearts become strong
and happy, because they can
show how sincerely they
believe in Hashem. It can be
compared to a powerful
general who prefers the most
difficult battles where he can
show off his strength when

he wins those battles.
Similarly, when people love
one another, they are happy
they can show how far the
extent of their love goes…"

Similarly, those who love
Hashem are happy when they
can show that they are
prepared to sacrifice for
Hashem's sake. They are
happy to face their
challenges, as these trials and
tribulations enable them to
demonstrate their sincere love
to Hashem — and that's a

great joy for them.

Really, they should make a kal
vechomer, "If I'm ready to die
for Hashem's sake, then surely
when all that's required from
me is a drop of discipline, I
should be able to pass the
tests." For example, someone
has free time, when he isn't
working, and he is able to
learn for about an hour, only
he isn't in the mood. All he

his heart and soul. He gave with . Therefore, the
Malach HaMaves told him, "If you are ready to sacrifice so much for the
poor, why don’t you agree to die, to do with me too?"

has to do is overcome his
laziness and study Torah for
an hour. Behold! He is ready
to give up his life for
Hashem's honor; he is
prepared to give away all his
money (if that's what's
required from him). Now all
that's required of him is to
learn Torah for an hour. It isn't
that great a sacrifice, so why

not do it?

Similarly, if someone is
tempted to say something
that's prohibited, it shouldn’t
be so hard for him to refrain.

Surprisingly, very often, those
very same people who are
prepared to be moser nefesh
for Hashem, find it hard to do
those relatively simple deeds.
They would gladly give all
their money away for Hashem
— if that's Hashem's will, but
they have trouble waking up in
time for Shacharis, or
refraining from speaking

lashon hara, and so on.

The reason is that they want to

do great deeds; they want to
show their love and devotion
to Hashem with acts of
mesirus nefesh though not

with mediocre deeds.

A hint to this concept is that
(Avraham's obligation to

leave his father's home and
homeland) is counted as one
of Avraham's ten tests, while
Avraham choosing to be
thrown into the furnace at Ur
Kasdim rather than to worship
idols isn't counted among
Avraham's ten tests (according
to some opinions). It isn't even
mentioned explicitly in the
Torah! This is because great
sacrifices are often easier than
milder sacrifices. Hence,

was a greater test, and
counted among the ten
nisyanos of Avraham Avinu,
for he had to subvert his
temptations, and sacrifice his
will for Hashem's will, even
when he couldn’t claim
afterwards, "I did a great deed.

I had immense sacrifice."

5. we can say that implies one man telling his
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On Rosh Hashanah, we blow
shofar to remind Heaven of
the akeidah. Reb Yitzchak
Hutner zt'l asked, the ,
the knife, was also part of the
akeidah. Hashem could have
commanded us to take a ,
a knife, to remember the
akeidah! Why is the mitzvah

specifically with shofar?

He answered that many people
are prepared to do great deeds;
even to be slaughtered with a
knife, to show their immense
love to Hashem.
Consequently, the knife, which
demonstrates a Yid's readiness
to be moser nefesh for
Hashem, isn't all that
significant. Instead we take a
shofar. The ram's horns were
caught in the , which means

, confusions, problems,
issues. The trick is to serve
Hashem even from those
places. Passing those,
relatively speaking, milder

tests can be considered even
greater mesirus nefesh than
making, seemingly, greater
sacrifices, because people find
"regular" tests even harder to
pass than the tests that require
great levels of mesirus nefesh.

Yet, the holy sefarim tell us
that we should nevertheless
consider this kal vechamor and
learn to make those small

sacrifices too.

As the Shlah (Vayeira 42)
writes, "Learn from the
akeidah to be moser nefesh for
Hashem's holy name.
Certainly, be moser nefesh...to
overcome temptation, such as
to rise early to pray and learn,
to withhold from forbidden
pleasures, to refrain from idle
talk, etc. One should put aside
his own desires to do

Hashem's will."

Because since he is prepared

friend, "G o! G et out of bed to daven !" That is a test, even harder
than the test of .
6. The Shlah concludes, "If the entices a person to sin or

to refrain from doing a mitzvah, one should think: Perhaps Hashem is

testing me now as He tested Avraham Avinu. When a person knows that
he is being tested, he will surely be very cautious and pass the test. Think
such thoughts when some matter comes your way, because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu sends challenges to test people. Fortunate is the person who
always has Hashem in his thoughts."
The following story demonstrates that when one knows that he is being
tested, he can stand up to the hardest trials:
A high ranking official in the Israeli intelligence (the Shabak) was walking
towards his car in an Arab neighborhood, when suddenly he was lynched
and kidnapped. They brought him to a cell, and told him that if he will
reveal the secrets of the Israeli government they will pay him a lot of money
and release him. But if he refuses to speak, they will torture him until he
speaks or until he dies.
"I refuse to say anything," he told them. He wouldn’t talk and put the J ewish
people in Eretz Yisrael in danger.
This interrogation went on for about three days, and then his ccaptors told
him, "This is your last chance. We'll give you five minutes to think it over:
If you don’t begin speaking, will begin torturing you." He still didn’t say
anything, and his captors left the room in a flurry of anger. However, in his
heart, he decided that when they return to torture him, he would tell them
everything. He didn’t have the strength to endure the pain.
This time, when his captors left his room, they accidently left the door of
his cell open a drop, and he was able to hear his captors speaking with
each other. He couldn’t make out exactly what they were saying, but he
heard them speaking in Hebrew! That's when he understood that they
weren’t Arabs. They were the Shabak. This was all just a test, to see
whether he was able to keep secrets. The Shabak was considering him for
a promotion but they first wanted to ascertain that he can keep secrets,
because in the higher position he would be entrusted with greater secrets.
When he understood that he was being tested, he resolved not to speak,
no matter what, even if they torture him.
Why did he change his mind and decide to remain silent? The
circumstances didn’t change. He was still in prison, and they were still
going to torture him! What changed was his awareness that it was a test.
When one knows that he is being tested, he has the strength to pass it.
Therefore the Shlah recommends that one should always think, "Perhaps

to give even his life for
Hashem's sake, certainly he is
able to keep the mitzvos,
refrain from bad temptations,
forbidden speech, and the like.

The Torah says,
,

"Avraham raised his eyes and
saw that behold there is
another ram, entangled in the
bush." What is the definition
of , another ram? Was
there more than one ram at

akeidas Yitzchak?

The Or LaShamayim
(Chukas), in the name of the
Chozeh of Lublin zt'l, answers
that suggests that
akeidas Yitzchak wasn't a
one-time event that happened
with Avraham and Yitzchak.
Rather, whenever one is
tempted to do an aveirah and
refrains that's an ,
another akeidas Yitzchak. Or,
whenever one has a mitzvah
to perform, and he overcomes
the yetzer hara and performs

the mitzvah, it's an ,
another akeidah.

The Torah writes that the
was , entangled in

the bushes. This means that he
is entangled in the grips of the
yetzer hara; he is being drawn
toward temptations; but he
nevertheless suppresses his
taavos to do Hashem's will;
that is an , a
modern-day akeidas Yitzchak.

The next word of the Torah is
, which can be translated

as beams of light (as in
, Shemos 34:35) for when

one passes the test, his light
and the light of this good deed
shines all the way up to the

Kisei haKavod.

Therefore on Mussaf of Rosh
Hashanah we say,

,
"Remember akeidas Yitzchak
for his children's sake, today."
This brachah can be
translated, the
sacrifices, , that the Jewish

Hashem is testing me now, as He tested Avraham?" With this thought in
mind, he will be able to pass the tests.

nation make, , even today,
in this generation, ,
Hashem should
compassionately remember
them, and rouse His
rachmanus on us. For until
this very day, akeidas
Yitzchaks are taking place in
the guise of the daily
struggles that the Jewish

nation go through.

At the beginning of the
davening, we say parashas
Akeidah. The Mishnah
Berurah (1:13) explains, "We
say it to remember the zechus
avos every day. Also to
humble one's yetzer hara, as
Yitzchak was moser nefesh."
This means that every day we
say the akeidah, and we
remember how Avraham and
Yitzchak were moser nefesh,
and this is our reminder that
we should do the same with
whatever tests Hashem sends

our way.

The Baal HaTanya zt'l was in
the beis medresh of the Magid
of Mezritch zt'l, and heard
three people discussing the test

of the akeidah. "What is so
special about this test?
Wouldn’t every Yid sacrifice
their child, if Hashem spoke
with them, and told them to do
so?"
One of them answered that
indeed, it's true that every Yid
would do the same, but that's
because Yidden are
descendants of Avraham
Avinu, and they inherited
Avraham's devotion to
Hashem. But Avraham was
the son of Terach. He didn’t
have the genes from his
ancestors to draw his devotion.
He had to reach this level on
his own. That's the reason the
akeidah is considered a very
difficult test for Avraham.
A second person said that he
isn't fully satisfied with that
answer, because when one is
commanded directly from
Hashem to do the akeidah, he
would certainly do the same,
even without having a frame
of reference. "In my opinion,
the greatness of the akeidah is
that Avraham performed it
immediately, and he didn’t



push it off for another time."
When Hashem told Avraham
to do the akeidah, Hashem
didn’t specify when he should
do it. Avraham could have
technically waited several
years before bringing Yitzchak
as a korban. But because of
Avraham's great love to
Hashem, he didn’t wait — and
that's the greatness of his

deed."

Yet a third person replied that
he is not satisfied with that
answer either, because every
Yid would also go
immediately if they received
this message directly from
Hashem. "In my opinion, the
greatness of Avraham is when
the malach came and told
Avraham that he shouldn’t
sacrifice Yitzchak. At that
moment, Avraham wasn't any
happier than when Hashem
told him to , to
sacrifice Yitzhak. This is the
part of the akeidah that is so

magnificent."

The Baal HaTanya said that
each of them spoke in

accordance to the level they
were on.

When passing a test one can
merit immense siyata
dishmaya. Miracles can
happen to him beyond the
rules of nature since he
extended himself to serve

Hashem beyond his nature.

The Be'er Mayim Chaim
(Noach) discusses how
supernatural miracles
happened to Avraham, but not
to Noach. Avraham threw
earth and they turned into
weapons. He was thrown into
a burning furnace and
survived, and so on. Whereas,
Noach was saved naturally,

. He had a teivah, and
was saved by natural means.
Why did miracles happen to
Avraham and not Noach? The
explanation is, Avraham
served Hashem beyond the
rules of his nature. For
example, Chazal (Bereishis
Rabbah 42:13) teach, "The
entire world was on one side,
and he was on the other side."

With super-natural strength, he
opposed the entire world, and
he actually succeeded to
influence the world to believe
in Hashem. He also went
beyond his nature with the ten
tests, particularly with the
akeidah. Since he served
Hashem beyond nature, he
was awarded that
Hashem performed miracles
for him beyond the rules of

nature.

Noach served Hashem
according to the rules of
nature, as it states (66:9),

, "Noach
walked with , nature"
(because is gematriya

, nature). He served
Hashem within the limitations
of his nature, therefore he
was saved according to the

rules of nature.

In the days of the Be'er
Mayim Chaim, there were

7. For years, Avraham Avinu yearned for a son, and when Yitzchak
was born he loved him with all his heart. Avraham was also the

paradigm of kindness and compassion. It was absolutely against his nature
to do anything that would harm another person. Yet, when Hashem told
him to bring his son for a sacrifice, he was ready to do so with

. He went beyond his nature, because his love to Hashem surpassed
all considerations.
The Rashba ( vol.5 55) writes, "It states,

, and ( 54.) explain, "You shall love Hashem with both
the and the ." This means, although the
has other interests, one's love to Hashem should be so strong, until even
the agrees that it is better that he should serve Hashem, than
to seek trivial pleasures. As it states ( 8:7),

, "If someone would offer you all the treasures of his
home to entice you away from your love, you would scorn him to an
extreme," because all matters of the world are meaningless in comparison
to their love to Hashem.
An example of someone who had this trait was definitely Avraham Avinu

. His love of Hashem enabled him to go beyond his nature and desires,
and to do Hashem's will lovingly.

many tzaddikim who wrought
miracles. The Be'er Mayim
Chaim explains that they drew
this ability to perform
miracles, since they served
Hashem beyond their nature.
He writes, "Even in our
generation, one sees clearly
the miracles that abound by
the gedolei yisrael, the true
tzadikim. Nature bends over
for them… This is because
they serve Hashem with
righteousness and truthfulness,
beyond the rules of nature, [so

, miracles happen to
them beyond nature]."

We add that in our generation
too, miracles and wonders will
happen to those who serve
Hashem beyond their natural
limits. One doesn’t have to do
literal mesirus nefesh to do
something outstanding for
Hashem. Even the small tests
like learning Torah when one
doesn’t want to, refraining
from speaking lashon hara,
remaining silent in a
machlokes, overcoming anger,
dressing a bit more modestly,
and so on, are examples of

mesirus nefesh, and for
passing these tests miracles

will happen.

The Gemara (Brachos 20)
states: Rav Papa asked Abaya,
"Why did miracles occur for
the scholars of the past, but
they don’t occur for us? If it's
because they were greater
scholars, behold [we are
greater scholars]. In the
generation of Rav Yehudah
they only studied Nezikin, and
we study all shisha sidrei
Mishnah! … Yet, when Rav
Yehudah would take off one
shoe [on a fast day, to pray for
rain] it would immediately
begin to rain, while we are
fasting and afflicting
ourselves, and we shout our
prayers, and no One is

listening to us!"

Abaya replied, "The earlier
generations were moser
nefesh for Hashem. We aren't

moser nefesh."

In Sanhedrin (106:) the
Gemara repeats this question:
Why did miracles happen in
the past and not in the

present? This time, Rava
answers, ,
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu desires

the heart."

The Baal HaTanya explains
that the two Gemara's are
saying the same thing because

means to give over
your heart and your desires to
Hashem. ( means desire as
it states [Bereishis 23:8]

, "If you desire…").

, Hashem desires
the heart. Give your heart to
Hashem, by abandoning your
temptations to do His will.
This is mesirus nefesh, which
has the power to change the

rules of nature.

There is a strategy one can use
to help him pass the tests: One
should think about how he
desires to react when the tests
come. For example, if he
knows that he will be meeting
someone who often makes him
angry, he can play out in his
mind how he wants to behave
during that meeting; that he
will only speak softly and
respectfully without getting
angry. After playing this out in
his mind, it will be easier to

play it out in real-time.

This is hinted at in Rashi's
words (Bereishis 28:6)

. This can
be read, , when a
tzaddik leaves his level,

8. The Sfas Emes ( ) explains that when one is
and dies it is certain that Hashem considers it as

though he completed everything that was incumbent on him to do in this
world. The Sfas Emes writes, "When one dies ,
everything he was created for is automatically fixed. As (

17.) state, 'Some acquire their world in one moment.'" Because
everyone was sent to the world to make various tikunim, rectifications. The
person who gave his life for Hashem's honor, how will his soul reach it's
rectification? It must be that rectifies everything.
Nevertheless, the Sfas Emes concludes that living with , "by
overcoming one's desires with is even nicer."



which means that he is
confronted with a test, how
can he pass it? The answer
is, , before you get
into this situation, engrave,

, in your thoughts how
you want to react. Think
about that before the tests,
and that will empower you

when the test comes.

One of my brothers was the
baal korah in my father's beis
medresh. After some time he
wanted to stop. When asked
why, he said, "When I come to
the sefer Torah, I don’t see the
nekudos and I don’t see the
trop." He meant that he forgets
the cantillations and the
pronunciations. But there is a
solution to that problem. If he
reviews the parashah several
times before Shabbos, he
would remember the nekudos

and the trop.

Similarly, when one is tested,
there are no signs showing
him how to react. But if one
prepares and imagines the
scenario beforehand that will
serve as a direction to know

how to act by the test.

Primarily, it is important to
review the principles of
emunah. Among them is that
everything is from Hashem,
and that Hashem helps those
who trust in Him and pray to
Him, etc. Constantly review
these thoughts of emunah, and
then, when a difficult situation
arises, you will know exactly
how to react. You reviewed
the emunah, so you know
exactly what you must think

and do.

Once, on nittel night of (when
many people have a custom
not to learn Torah) the Ahavas
Yisrael of Viznitz zy'a was
playing chess with Reb Dovid
Rosenberg z'l. They played
several games, and Reb Dovid
won each round. The Ahavas
Yisrael remarked, “I also
know how to play this game,
but you win each time. Do you
know why? It's because I
know the rules and strategies,
but you are constantly

reviewing them.”

When Rebbe Avraham
Elimelech of Karlin zy'a was

in Eretz Yisrael, he visited a
winery together with his
chassidim. One of the
chassidim was able to taste
any alcoholic beverage and tell
its alcoholic content. His
friends gave him drinks, and
tested him; he was right each
time. Rebbe Avraham
Elimelech said, "Do you know
the difference between this
chassid and the rest of you?
You drink, and he reviews."
When this chassid drank wine,
he would think about its taste,

and review in his mind the
alcohol content, until he

became an expert.

The lesson is to review how
you want to be, and what you
want to think and believe, and
then you will pass the tests.

The Ramchal writes, "The
following counsel is the best
remedy one can use to subdue
the yetzer hara. It's easy, the
benefits are great, and the
fruits are many. That is to

9. There's another counsel that will help people pass their tests:
The Mishnah ( 5:24) states, "Be brazen like a leopard, light like an
eagle, run like a deer, powerful like a lion, to do the will of your Father in
heaven." We can ask, the Mishnah could have stated in short, "be brazen,
light, run, and powerful ( )… "! Why was it necessary to
illustrate these traits with animals?
Perhaps it's to teach us to acquire these straits in the way that animals
have them. Animals don’t think twice before using their unique traits. For
example, when a lion wants to do something that requires courage and
strength, it doesn’t debate, "Should I do it, or shouldn’t I?" It sees the
animal it wants to eat, and pounces, without thinking twice. The Mishnah
is telling us to be courageous in that same way.
S imilarly, when an eagle flies and soars, it doesn’t debate, "should I be
light now, or perhaps I should be heavy?" They do these deeds naturally,
without thinking about them. The Mishnah is telling us that we should be
brazen (to do good deeds), light, run, and powerful like the animals who
do so without thinking it over. With this attitude he will be able to pass all
the tests that come his way.

stop [take a break from all
chores] for at least an hour
each day, clear your mind
from all other thoughts, and
ask yourself, 'What did the
early tzaddikim, the fathers of
the world, do that Hashem
loved them so much?... How
good it would be for man, if
he would also do such deeds

his entire life…"

When you do this
introspection and you think
about the good deeds of the
tzaddikim of yore, add into
the equation that these
tzaddikim reached their high
levels because they had many

tests. Their challenges forced
them to fight with the yetzer
hara, to never give up, and
that brought them to their

spiritual heights.

We blow shofar on Rosh
Hashanah, preferably a shofar
from an , ram. The Gemara
(Rosh Hashanah 16) tells the

reason for this preference:

Avraham Avinu sacrificed an
at the akeidah, therefore

"Hakadosh Baruch Hu says,
‘Blow before Me with a shofar
of an and I will remember
akeidas Yitzchok and consider
it as though you were bound
on the akeidah before Me.’”

10. Reb Yitzchok Hutner wrote the following letter: "We have a
problem, because when we discuss tzaddikim, we talk about the final

results, the accomplishments they achieved, the heights they reached, and
we skip their struggles, the times they had great conflicts with their

. We get the impression that they were born tzaddikim. Everyone
praises the C hofetz C haim for his extreme carefulness never to speak

, but who knows about all his battles, struggles, and even the
failures and disappointments he endured, as he fought the until
he reached his perfection. This is merely one example, among the
thousands… . My request is, when you think of tzaddikim, don’t think that
they were always at peace with their . Rather envision them
standing in a great battlefield, with hardships and letdowns. And when the

is storming within you, know that at these times you are the
most similar to the tzaddikim whom you seek to emulate..."

We can still ask, if the purpose
is to remind heaven of akeidas
Yitzchak, any part of the ram
would do? For example, the
Torah could tell us to take a
ram's foot or any other limb.
Why is the mitzvah
specifically with the shofar?

The answer is, the horns were
entangled in a bush, as it
states,

,
“Avraham raised his eyes and
saw that behold there was a
ram; its horns were entangled
in a bush” (Bereishis 22:13).
The ram was struggling to
free itself. Thus, the shofar
represents challenges and
struggles. It was therefore
chosen for the mitzvah over
any other part of the ram,
because Hashem desires the
struggles, the efforts we exert
to pass the tests and to do

His will.

If avodas Hashem would be
simple and easy, our services
to Hashem wouldn't be
spectacular. It's our struggles
that make our avodas Hashem

precious to Hashem.

Someone told the Chofetz
Chaim zt'l that the yetzer hara
is always coming to him,
inciting him to do aveiros, and

he can't serve Hashem.

The Chofetz Chaim explained
to him that these tests are
actually helping him serve
Hashem. He drew an analogy
from a watch (the old type of
mechanical watch, not digital).
One wheel rotates in one
direction, and another cog
rotates the opposite way. The
tension is what keeps time and
enables the watch to work.
Similarly, the struggles created
by the yetzer hara and the
yetzer tov, which pull to two
opposites directions sides, is
the root of avodas Hashem.
Success in avodas Hashem
sprouts from these struggles
(Sichos HaChoftez Chaim 23).

It states (II Melachim 4:8)
. The isha shunamis

who hosted Elisha is called
, a great woman.

Why? The Zohar explains that
a woman is generally stingy
with her guests (see Bava



Metzia 87.) but she overcame
her stinginess and generously
hosted Elisha. Therefore she is
called , a great
woman. Because whenever
one goes against one's nature
to serve Hashem, he is great.

These weeks (
) we learn about Avraham

Avinu's ten tests. The
Ramban ( 6) writes
that there were other
tzaddikim who kept the

Torah, but Avraham's unique
greatness was that he
successfully passed ten tests.
As Chazal (Avos 5:3) say,
"Avraham had ten tests, and

he passed all of them."

When one reviews the great
deeds that Avraham Avinu
performed, one notices that he
is praised primarily for his
desire to serve Hashem and
his yearning to help his

11. Targum Yonoson (22:10) states that when Yitzchak was bound on
the , "Avraham's eyes were looking into Yitzchak's eyes, and

Yitzchak's eyes were looking at the in heaven. Yitzchak saw the
, but Avraham didn’t see them… " Why was it permitted for

Yitzchak to see the , and not Avraham? We can explain that
Yitzchak had already passed his test. He was bound on the and
unable to move. Tied up like that, it was impossible for him to prevent the

. Being that his part of the test was completed, he was permitted
to see the , and witness the holiness and the magnificence of the

, which is Klal Yisrael's merit for all generations. But Avraham was
still in the midst of the test. The was still trying to convince
Avraham that he shouldn’t go through with the , so he wasn't
permitted to know the great things he was accomplishing, for if he knew
there wouldn’t be a test. Who would fail a test if he knew the significance
of his deed? Therefore, Heaven didn’t show him the , as being
unaware of what he was accomplishing made the test more difficult.
This is what happens to us people, too. We are tested and not told how
much goodness will come to us, and perhaps to the entire world, if we pass
the test. If we knew just how much we are achieving, we would all be able
to pass the tests that come our way.

fellow man, and not
necessarily for what he

actually accomplished.

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen zt'l
(Divrei Sofrim 21) writes,
"From all the gemilus
chasadim and hachnasas
orchim that Avraham Avinu
did, the Torah only tells us
about what he did to the
malachim, which actually
wasn't gemilus chassadim at
all since malachim don’t eat!
(They pretended to eat to
honor Avraham.) Avraham's
part in this deed was his desire
[he wanted to feed the hungry
guests]. This shows us that

this is the main thing…"

Similarly, the akeidah is
mostly about desire and not so
much about deed, because
ultimately, Avraham Avinu
never sacrificed Yitzchak.
Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen
notes this as another indicator
that our obligation is to desire
to do good. That's the primary
aspect and value of our

service; not the results.

Therefore, Chazal tell us that

the , ashes, of Yitzchak
Avinu are gathered on the
mizbeiach. We pray that
Hashem look at those ashes,
and bestow kindness on
Avraham Avinu's children and
descendants. The resounding
question is: Yitzchak was
never slaughtered as a korban,
so what ashes are we referring
to? The answer is, Chazal
(Shabbos 63) tell us, "When
one desires to do a mitzvah
and there's an , accident,
and he isn't able to, the Torah
considers it as if he did it."
Avraham desired to do the
akeidah, and therefore Hashem
considers it as though
Yitzchak was sacrificed on the
mizbeiach. There were no
ashes, but due to Avraham's
attempt to do Hashem's will,
Hashem considers it as if the
akeidah took place, and He
even looks at the ashes that

aren't really there.

These ideas are very
encouraging because people
are yearning to serve Hashem,
but often find that they aren't
succeeding. We must know

that Hashem wants us to desire
and to try with all our might;
the results aren't entirely in

our hands.

The Torah calls the knife
that Avraham took to the
akeidah a . Rashi (22:6)
writes, "The knife is called

because
, the Jewish nation eats

the rewards." This means
much goodness, parnassah,
health, etc., comes to the
Jewish nation in the merit of

the akeidah.

The question is, Chazal
(Kiddushin 39:) tell us, "There
isn't reward for the mitzvos in
this world." So how do we
earn reward from the akeidah?
The Vilna Gaon zt'l answers
that we don’t earn reward
from the akeidah itself; we
earn reward from Avraham's
preparations for the akeidah.
For, although we don’t receive
reward in this world for the
mitzvos, we can receive
reward for the preparation that
was done before doing the

mitzvos. The akeidah took
place after two days of intense
preparations by Avraham. We
are benefiting from many
blessings in this world from
those two days of

preparations.

The Vilna Gaon said that this
is hinted at in the passuk
(Yeshayah 6:2),

. This can
be translated, , we earn
goodness and we earn life

from the two days that
Avraham prepared for the
akeidah. , while for
the third day, the day the
akeidah took place,

, Avraham will be
rewarded before Hashem in

Gan Eden.

A wealthy person sent his
butler with a barrel of wine
to Rebbe Nachum of
Chernobyl zt'l. (In that era it
was common to send gifts,
such as food or wine, to
tzaddikim, because Chazal

compare giving a gift to a
talmid chacham to bringing
bikurim). The Meor Einayim
accepted the gift, and asked
the butler, "Did you put on

tefillin today?"

The butler explained that he
woke up late, had several
errands to do, and then he was
hungry and he ate breakfast.
He figured that after eating
breakfast, it was too late to put

on tefillin…

Rebbe Nachum explained to
him that even after eating, he

should put on tefillin.

When the butler left, Rebbe
Nachum said to his chassidim,
"This person is apparently on
a very low level. He didn’t
even know that one must put
on tefillin despite having eaten
breakfast. He certainly doesn’t
have any special kavanos
when he wears tefillin, and we
can only wonder whether they
were made, and whether he
wears them, according to
halachah. Nevertheless, I was
able to see on him that he
didn’t put on tefillin today, for

even his tefillin makes an
impression on his soul."

We learn from this story the
greatness of the mitzvos, and
how much holiness we receive
from them, even when one
performs them in the most
basic and unsophisticated way.

The Divrei Shmuel zt'l
(Slonim) was once riding the
train and heard a commotion
coming from the first-class
section. The Divrei Shmuel
asked his companion to find
out what the commotion was
all about. The companion
returned, and reported that Mr.
So-and-so, a very wealthy and
influential person, just boarded
the train, and everyone was
honoring him immensely. The
Divrei Shmuel knew that
wealthy person. Years earlier,
he was still shomer Shabbos
and a student in the Slonimer
Yeshivah. He failed the test of
wealth and strayed from
Yiddishkeit. The Divrei
Shmuel sent his companion to
the first-class car, once again,
to invite the wealthy person to

speak with him.



In honor of the Rebbe, the
wealthy man came. The Rebbe
asked him, "How wealthy are
you? How much money do
you own?"
"What difference does it
make?" he asked. "I won't
give you anything, anyways."
After some urging, the man
replied, "I have two million

gold rubles."

The Rebbe said, “Years ago,
when you were learning in
yeshivah, I didn’t give much
value to your Yiddishkeit. I
didn’t consider it worth more
than a shmek tabak (a whiff of
tobacco). But I see that it was
worth it for the yetzer hara to
give you two million rubles so
you would abandon the drop
of Yiddishkeit you had. I now
see that even that drop was

extremely precious…"

The Imrei Yosef zt'l of Spinka
told the following mashal:

Someone was in a room with
barrels of expensive wine, and
the smell was intoxicating.
The problem was that he only

had one cup, and it was dirty.
He would have washed it with
water and poured himself a
cup of wine, but there was no
water around. What did he do?
He washed the cup with the
wine, and then poured himself

a cup of wine to drink.

The nimshal is, ideally, one
should learn Torah without
any sins at all, in a state of
purity. It isn't proper to study
Torah when one is sullied with
sins. But what should one do
if he has sins? The counsel is,
he should learn Torah. The
Torah will cleanse him, and
then he can learn Torah

properly, free from sins.

In this week's parashah,
Avraham told the malachim,

(18:4). The Midrash
states that in this passuk
represents Torah. The Imrei
Yosef says that the passuk is
saying that when one wants to
learn Torah, but he sees that
he is impure by his aveiros,

, he should learn
some Torah, , and
wash with it his lowliness and

his sins, , and
then he can immerse himself
in Torah, and learn Torah

with purity.

The Imrei Yosef zt'l adds that
, can

mean: Hashem created good
tzadddim,

, but Hashem created in
them a wise yetzer hara who
lures them to sin.
Nevertheless, ,
Hashem gave the tzaddikim
the strength and the ability to
overcome the yetzer hara,

, by learning Torah, for
Torah is the , spice, for
overcoming the yetzer hara.
As Chazal say, "I created the
yetzer hara, and I created the

Torah as its , spice."

As children, Reb Dovid and
Reb Chaim Greineman lived
with their uncle, the Chazon
Ish zt'l. (Their father, Reb
Shmuel Greineman, was stuck
in America due to the war,
and wasn't able to come to

Eretz Yisrael.)

The Chazon Ish taught them
masechta Chulin, and when

they were finished, little
Dovid asked the Chazon Ish to

test him.

The Chazon Ish tested him
and said that he knows very
well, but it wasn't sufficient.
Chazal say,

,
"Torah must be sharp in your
mouth, so if someone asks
you something you won't
answer after stuttering, rather
you will answer immediately."
The Chazon Ish told him that
his fluency in the masechta
hasn’t yet reached that level,
and he should review the

Gemara again.

After another review and after
another test, the Chazon Ish
repeated this Gemara, and
said that although there was
improvement, it still lacked

, to answer
immediately. He told him to
review the Gemara another
time.
After another review, he
returned to the Chazon Ish,
and once again the Chazon
Ish repeated the Gemara. This

time he said that now the
answers were , immediate,
but they were still lacking in

, that it should be
sharp in the mouth.
Dovid reviewed the Gemara
yet another time, and this
time he received the Chazon

Ish's approval.

When Reb Dovid's son, Reb
Moshe, heard this story, he
said, "Now I understand why
my father was a baki (expert)

in masechta Chulin."

When Reb Moshe Greinamen
was eleven-years-old, he
studied in Yeshivas Tiferes
Tzion in Bnei Brak. His
parents lived in Yerushalayim,
so he would sleep in his
grandparent's home in Bnei
Brak (in the home of Reb

Shmuel Greineman).

His grandmother (who was the
Chazon Ish's sister) told him,
"I see that you have extra time
in the afternoon. I suggest you
use this time to review the
Gemara you're learning in
cheder. You'll show me which
pages you reviewed, I'll test

you, and I will give you a
present; a ball-point pen."

Once, when Moshe wanted to
be tested, the Gemara was
missing. Another member of
the home had already taken it.
His grandmother told him that
she could test him even if she
doesn’t have a Gemara to look
inside.
Reb Meir joyfully assumed
that he won't be caught by a
mistake. But when he said
Abaya instead of Rava, his
grandmother corrected him,
and he admitted that he made
a mistake. He asked her how
she knew the Gemara so well.
She replied, "When we were
young, we were us three
sisters, and our brother, the
Chazon Ish. The Chazon Ish
was learning the same chapter
as you are ( ), and he
reviewed it so many times,
until all of us knew it by heart.
The Menoras HaMeor gives a
mashal about someone who
had three friends. He was
extremely close to one of his
friends. They spent most of
their day together. He was also

close to his second friend, but
not as close as the first one.
They would meet almost every
day, though not for a very
long time. He also had a third
friend whom he hardly saw.
Even when they met, their

conversations were brief.

One day, he received a letter
in the mail, summoning him to
court, to be tried for some
felony he allegedly committed.
He asked his best friend to
come with him to court, but
his best friend refused,
explaining, "If the court sees
that I'm supporting you, I'm
afraid I'll also be suspect of
partnering with you and may

be arrested."

The second friend agreed to
walk up to the courthouse, but
he wouldn’t go any further. He
wouldn’t enter the court room.
The third friend said he would
go with him to court and
would remain throughout the
court case.
A person has three friends: (1)
money (2) family (3) and
Torah and mitzvos. He is
always occupied with the first

friend, as he spends most of
his day earning money. He
spends less time with his
second friend, and the third

friend even less.

After 120 years when he is
summoned before the
heavenly court for judgment,
his best friend, money, doesn’t
even walk him to the grave.
The money stays in the house,
and he is brought to the
cemetery without it. His
family walks him to his grave,
but no further. When the
funeral is over they all return
home. They don’t enter the
heavenly court with him. Only
Torah and mitzvos, which he
seldom saw in his lifetime,
remain with him in the

heavenly court.

We should seek to be as close
as we can to that friend, so he
will be our support, and speak
in our favor, in court, because
he is the only one who is
willing to help us. No one else
will be there, only the Torah
and mitzvos one acquired in

his lifetime.
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טיב הקהילה
ר‘ גמליאל רבינוביץ 

(אנגלית ועברית)

שבילי פנחס
ר‘ פנחס פרידמאן 
(אנגלית ועברית)

בס״ד
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לזכות רפואה שלמה
 מלכה בת רחל, חיה רייזל בת פייגא

ומאשא מרים בת מיינדל אלקא

דברי תורה מודפסים ומופצים על ידי ראָמּפֹוסט

חוט של חסד
ר‘ שלום ארוש 

(עברית)

בקרוב!
מקורי תוכן

חדש


