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
    
     




    


 

  
      
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
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  SHEMOS





      
       


   
       


     


  
     




 




 


 
  



   


 


  


ת ו ב י ד א ב ס  פ ד נ

To add your  shul,  or  request  
addit ional  copies,  please email :

mitzvos@ramapost.com
זכות רפואה שלמה

מלכה בת רחל
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You are cordially invited to be our guest at the

to benefit
Kollel Choshen Mishpat of the

Sunday, December 30, 2018 | כב׳ טבת תשע״ט at 9:30 am

In our home, 26 Parker Blvd. Monsey, New York 10952

S P E C I A L  A D D R E S S E S | 10 am

Looking forward to greeting you personally
Your hosts, MR. & MRS.  EFF I  WE ISSMANDL

H O S T  C O M M I T T E E

Shully Braunstein | Eli Cohen | Shloime Chill | Yitzi Frankel | Berel Friedman

R' Yoel Gestetner | Pinny Grunfeld | Shragie Lieber | R' Dov Lieberman | Hillel Markowitz

Levi Muller | Chesky Neeman | Leiby Pepper | Jay Rodin | R' Naftali Silverberg

Zevi Simonovits | R' Avichai Waintraub | Effie Weissmandl | Shmary Zeilingold

Rabbi Shlomo Perlstein שליט״א

ראש הכולל, ורב קהל ד'סאמיט פארק

Rabbi Dan Krancer שליט״א

רב קהל דרך אמת

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger שליט״א

רב קהל וו׳לאגז גרין ור״מ בישיבת אור ראובן

Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Moskowitz שליט״א

רב קהל תולדות אלעזר באראוו

TH IS Sunday!
R

A
M

A
P

O
S

T
.C

O
M

I N A U G U R A L

Annual Breakfast
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He founded the Kisei Rachamim Yeshiva in Tunis, named after his mentor, Rav Rachamim 

Chai Chavita. Years later, his sons reestablished this Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. In 1971, while 

Rav Matzliach was returning from a pre-dawn minyan, clad in tallis and tefillin, a group of 

Arabs attacked and killed him. Among Rav Matzliach’s writings are: Shu”t Ish Matzliach, 

on the four parts of Shulchon Aruch, three of which are in print so far; Kuntress 

HaMa’arochos, which discusses the rules of issuing halachic decisions; Matzliach Yeshua, a 

collection of chiddushim on the Shas; and Mogen V’Tzina, answers to questions on the 

Maharsha. The rest of his writings are still in manuscript form. Rav Matzliach is survived 

by his sons: Rav Mayer, Rosh Yeshiva of Kisei Rachamim in Bnei Brak and the leader of the 

Tunisian community in Eretz Yisrael; Rav Yosef Tzemach, the director and Mashgiach 

Ruchani of the Yeshiva; and Rav Rachamim, also a Mashgiach Ruchani. One of Rav 

Matzliach’s daughters is married to Rav Yitzchok Barda, mechaber of Yitzchok Yeranen, 

and another to Rav Chanan Kablan, a Dayan, (5732/1971). 

� ����������������5����
�8��'���*��%%�
������(>�� �
� Rav Shmuel Heller, Ashkenazi Rav of Tsefas for fort years. On the 24th of Teves in 1837, he 

was discovered buried up to his neck in stones. He had been standing under the lintel of the 

Bais Medrash Ari at the moment of the earthquake. His wounds were so severe that he was 

bedridden for six months, and lost the use of one arm for the rest of his life. Rav Shmuel 

was a talmid of Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach of Avritch (1765–1840), who spent ten years 

as Rav in Tzefas, (5645/1884); 

� Rav Yehuda Leib Eiger (1816–1888). A grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger, Rav Leibel was 

born in Warsaw. He learned under Rav Yitzchok Meir Alter, the Chiddushei HaRim in 

Warsaw. At twenty, he married and moved to Lublin, where he davened at the shul of the 

Chozeh. There, he befriended Rav Yisrael, the Chozeh’s son. He then moved to Kotzk. He 

became a Rebbe after the Rebbe of Izbitza passed away in 1854. After his petira, his son, 

Rav Avrohom, printed his seforim Toras Emes and Imrei Emes, (5649/1888); 

� Rav Sholom Moskowitz of Shatz, a Romanian town in the Bukovina district (1878–1958). 

A direct descendant (fifth generation) of Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov and a great-

grandson of Rav Michel of Premishlan, he was named after his mother’s great-grandfather, 

the Sar Sholom of Belz. After learning at Shatz, he traveled to the famed Maharsham (Rav 

Sholom Schwadron) of Berzhan to study practical halocha and to receive semicha. After 

leading a group of Chassidim in Cologne, Germany, Rav Sholom arrived in London, in 

1927, where he served for thirty years. Among his seforim is a commentary on Perek Shira. 

He promised to help anyone who comes to his kever on a Friday morning and lights three 

candles (a tradition mentioned in Sefer Tikkunim). He is buried in the Enfield Bais Kevoros, 

London, England, (5719/1958). 

� ����������������5����
�*��!���=����������:?�� �
� Rav Yehuda Arye Leib HaLevi Epstein, known as Rav Leibush of Ople. Orphaned of his 

father, Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein, and his mother at a young age, Rav Leibush and his two 

younger brothers were supported by a simple Jew of Ostrovsta. He was a Chassid of the Yid 

HaKodosh and the Chozeh of Lublin. He became Rav of Ozerov in 1812. His most famous 

descendant was Rav Moshe Yechiel Michel HaLevi Epstein, the Aish Da’as of Ozerov, 

(5598/1837); 

� Rav Gedalia Hertz (1914–1977). Born in Ujazd, near Tomashov, Poland, he left for the 

Lubavitch Yeshiva Tomchei Temimim in Warsaw after his bar mitzva. After some years, he 
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went to Grodno to the Yeshiva of Rav Shimon Shkop. After marrying in 1935, he moved to 

Eretz Yisrael and entered the Yeshiva Sfas Emes in Yerushalayim. The following year, the 

Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, decided to open a branch in Tel Aviv, which was later named 

Yeshivas Chiddushei HaRim; Rav Gedalia was chosen as Rosh Yeshiva while still in his 

early twenties. After the founding of the State of Israel, he was chosen to be the 

representative of the Vaad HaYeshivos to government officials and was instrumental in 

getting Ben Gurion to accept a deferral for all Yeshiva students. In 1955, Rav Gedalia 

became the Rav of the newly established Yeshiva kehilla in Sydney, Australia. In 1963, he 

returned to Eretz Yisrael, (5738/1977).�

� ����������������5����
�8��!���=����������:#
� �
� Rav Naftoli Katz, mechaber of Semichas Chachomim (1660–1719), descendant of the 

Maharal. Born in Ostracha, Ukraine, he passed away in Istanbul. His faher, Yitzchok, a Rav 

in Stefan and a darshan in Prague, was niftar in 1670. Rav Naftoli married Esther Sheindl, 

daughter of Shmuel Shmelke Zak of Ostraha, and headed the Yeshiva that his father-in-law 

built for him. After Rav Shmuel was niftar, he succeeded him as Rav and Av Bais Din. In 

1704 he became Rav of Frankfurt until 1711, when a fire broke out in his home and spread 

from there, burning down several hundred homes. Rav Naftoli was jailed and accused of 

setting the fire. When he was released, he left for Prague and Breslau and stayed with Rav 

Zvi Ashkenazi (the Chacham Zvi). They both excommunicated Nechemya Chayun, who 

wrote a book in favor of Shabbetai Zvi. He had fourteen children, seven sons and seven 

daughters. Rav Yaakov Emden, the son of the Chacham Zvi, married Rav Naftoli’s 

daughter, Rochel. [Hamodia 2006 lists Rav Naftoli Katz, the Semichas Chachomim, as the 

24th of Shvat], (5480/1719); 

� Rav Yosef of Yampula, son of the Zlotchiver Maggid, (5573/1812); 

� Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, affectionately called the Alter Rebbe (1745–1813), the Ba’al 

HaTanya. The Rav became a talmid of the Maggid of Mezritch at the age of thirty, studying 

with him for twelve years, and became the leader of Chassidus in Lithuania following the 

Maggid’s petira in 1772. While raising money for the release of Jewish prisoners from 

Czarist jails, he was arrested on charges of treason and incarcerated in Peter-Paul Fortress in 

Saint Petersburg. There he astonished jailers and courtiers with his wisdom and piety. 

Eventually he was released, and moved to Liadi. In addition to the Tanya, he also authored 

the Shulchon Aruch HaRav. The Rav was a mystic, a communal activist, a philosopher, a 

halachic authority, a composer, a talmudist – but he was primarily a spiritual guide, who 

created a practical path that allows anyone to approach divinity. Although Rav Schneur 

Zalman lived in an era of change and unrest on a global scale, his life and teachings have 

continued to inspire. His kever is in Haditch, Ukraine, (5574/1813); 

� Rav Meir Eisenstadt, also known as Meir Ash. His responsa were published by his son 

under the title Imrei Eish. He was niftar in Ungvár, (5622/1861); 

� Rav Avrohom Dov Berish Flamm (1804–1873). Rav Flamm is considered to be the 

leading talmid of the Dubno Maggid, Rav Yaakov Kranz, although, in fact, the two never 

met. Rav Flamm was, however, the leading student of the Maggid’s writings, and it was he, 

together with the Maggid’s son, Rav Yitzchok Kranz, who edited them and prepared them 

for publication. Rav Flamm was himself a popular Maggid, and he held that post in several 

Polish and Lithuanian cities. Besides publishing the Dubno Maggid’s Ohel Yaakov and Sefer 

HaMiddos, Rav Flamm wrote several works of his own. His Yerios Ha’Ohel and Sefas 

Ha’Yeria were printed together with Ohel Yaakov, while his Shemen HaMor is a free-
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standing work, (5634/1873); 

� Rav Moshe Yosef Teitelbaum (1842–1897). The son of Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, 

he was was appointed Rav and Av Bais Din of Stropkov when Rav Yechezkel Shraga 

Halberstam returned to Sienawa in 1880. In 1891, he left the town for a post in Ujhely, 

Hungary, (5658/1897); 

� Rav Shmuel Borenstein, the Shem MiShmuel from Sochatchov (1855–1926). He was born 

in Kotzk to Rav Avrohom Borenstein, the Sochatchover Rebbe and mechaber of Avnei 

Nezer. His grandfathers were Rav Nachum Ze’ev of Biala, the Agudas Eizov and Rav 

Menachem Mendel, the Kotzker Rebbe. Rav Shmuel considered Rav Chanoch Henoch of 

Alexander to be his Rebbe. After the petira of the Alexander Rebbe in 1870, the Avnei Nezer 

was made Rebbe, and his son followed him as his Rebbe. He was married in 1873, but after 

his wife was niftar in 1901, he remarried in 1903. Rav Shmuel served as Maggid Shiur in 

his father’s Yeshiva in Sochatchov and helped him write Eglei Tal on the thirty-nine 

melochos of Shabbos, as well as Avnei Nezer. After his father was niftar in 1910, the 

Chassidim crowned Rav Shmuel their Rebbe. His sefer contains the thoughts of his famous 

father, (5687/1926); 

� Rav Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer (II), the Divrei Sofer [Yated 12.28.07]. {Avrohom 

Shmuel Binyomin Sofer (I) was the eldest son of the Chasam Sofer and Sorel, daughter of 

Rav Akiva Eiger, and was known as the Ksav Sofer, (1815–1871)}, (5709/1948); 

� Rav Eliyohu Eliezer Dessler (1892–1953). His father, Rav Reuven Dov Dessler, was a 

talmid muvhok of Rav Simcha Zissel of Kelm, and his mother was a granddaughter of Rav 

Yisrael Salanter and a niece of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski. After learning in Kelm, he 

married a granddaughter of Rav Simcha Zissel. During the Bolshevik revolution, he moved 

to London in 1927. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead Yeshiva and kollel. In 1948, he was 

asked by Rav Yosef Kahaneman to join the Ponevezh Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. Many of his 

thoughts and discourses are collected in Michtov Me’Eliyohu. [25th of Teves, according to 

Yated 2007], (5714/1953); 

� Rav Moshe Mordechai Biederman, the Lelover Rebbe (1904–1987). Son of Rav Shimon 

Nosson Nota Biederman, Moshe Mordechai was born in Yerushalayim. When he was just 

ten years old, his mother passed away and his father moved to Cracow, Poland, leaving him 

to the care of his grandfather, Rav Dovid. Five years later, after the petira of his grandfather, 

he traveled to Europe and established his place of learning at the Radomsker shtiebel in 

Cracow. He became very close to the Stoliner Rebbe, the Yenuka. When his father was 

niftar in 1930, the Chassidim looked to Rav Moshe Mordechai to become their new Rebbe. 

He stayed in Poland until right before the onset of the War, settling in Tel Aviv in 1944. 

[Hamodia Jan. 3, 2007] (5748/1987); 

� Rav Mordechai Gifter (1915–2001). Born in Richmond, Virginia, he moved to Baltimore 

with his family when his father noted the difficulty in teaching his son in a city without 

strong Torah resources. As a youth, he studied in the Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Yeshiva of 

New York City under his Rav, Rav Moshe HaLevi Soloveitchik. Rav Gifter studied together 

with Rav Nosson Wachtfogel, former Mashgiach of Lakewood and Rav Avigdor Miller of 

Flatbush in the Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Yeshiva. On the advice of his uncle, Rav Yehuda 

Leib Zer, one of the directors of the Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Yeshiva, Rav Gifter went to 

study in the Telz Yeshiva of Lithuania in the winter of 1932. He became very close to the 

Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Bloch. In the summer of 1939, Rav Gifter became 
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engaged to the daughter of Rav Zalman Bloch. The wedding date was set for a year later. 

The couple married in the United States. With the expansion of the Ner Yisrael Yeshiva in 

Baltimore by Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, Rav Gifter was asked to deliver chaburos to 

the students. In 1943, Rav Gifter became a Rav in Connecticut, and later, his uncles, Rav 

Eliyohu Meir Bloch and Rav Chaim Mordechai Katz, founded the Telz Yeshiva in 

Cleveland. They asked him to join them as Ra”m and Mashgiach. He moved to Eretz 

Yisrael in 1976, founding the Telz Yeshiva in Kiryat Telz-Stone near Yerushalayim. 

However, three years later, the Rosh Yeshiva of Telz in Cleveland, Rav Boruch Sorotzkin, 

was niftar, and Rav Gifter returned to Cleveland to succeed him. And there he remained 

until his own petira, (23rd of Teves, according to Yated 2007), (5762/2001); 

� Rav Moshe Akiva Tikochinsky, Mashgiach of Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. Mechaber 

of Bein HaSh’moshos and HaYomom Bekadur Ha’aretz, (5749/1988). 

� ����������������5����
����
!���=����������#
� �
� Rav Yechiel Michel Tukatchinsky (Tikochinsky), Mashgiach of Slabodka in Bnei Brak, 

and founder of Yeshivas Mekor Chaim in Yerushalayim. In 1925, he published a sefer called 

Tekufas HaChama Uvirchosoh, in preparation for the berocha made when the sun returns to 

the point at which it began at the time of Creation. He wrote a sefer called Bein 

HaShmoshos, published in 1929, which deals with the International Date Line. In 1941, he 

changed his mind altogether, as documented in his sefer, Hayomom Bekadur Ha’aretz, in 

which he shows that the new day begins twelve hours to the east of Yerushalayim. 

� ����������������5����
�@�!��
!���=����������(�! �
� Rav Avrohom ben Dovid MiPosquières (Ra’avad) (circa 1125–1198) was a Provençal Rav, 

a prolific commentator on the Talmud, on Sefer Halochos of Rav Yitzchok Alfasi (Rif) and 

Mishne Torah of Maimonides (Rambam), and is regarded as a father of Kabbola and one of 

the key and important links in the chain of Jewish mystics. He was a product of the 

flourishing Jewish presence in Provence in the twelfth 

century, born in the south of France about 1125 and 

passing away at Posquières (meaning “place of wells”) on 

November 27, 1198. In that era, Christians and Jews 

created separate communities within the well-defended 

village of Posquières. Ra’avad (abbreviation for Rav 

Avrohom ben Dovid) acquired most of his Talmudic 

learning under the guidance of Rav Moshe ben Yosef and 

Rav Meshullom ben Yaakov of Lunel, and remained in 

Lunel after completing his studies, subsequently becoming 

one of the rabbinical authorities of that city. Next he went 

to Montpellier, where he remained for only a short time, and then moved to Nîmes, where 

he lived for a considerable period. Under the direction of Ra’avad, the rabbinical school of 

Nîmes was considered the chief seat of Talmudic learning in Provence. Besides being an 

active teacher, he wrote answers to hundreds of learned questions as well as a commentary 

on the whole Talmud and several compendia of rabbinical law. He is best known for his 

Hasogos on the Rambam and the Rif, but many of his other works are lost. The Ra’avad is 

often considered to be the source of the commonly used diagram of the Sephiros of the Tree 

of Life that was ultimately written down by his son Yitzchok the Blind. He considered 

Judaism a spiritual practice of deed, not of dogma, and followed an ascetic mode of life that 

gained for him the title of “the pious”. In spite of his asceticism, the Ra’avad’s wealth and 
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benevolence were famous. Not only did he erect and keep in repair a large school building, 

but he cared for the material welfare of the poor students as well. It was his great wealth 

that brought him into peril of his life, however. In order to obtain some of it, Elzéar, the lord 

of Posquières, had him cast into prison, where he might have perished, had not his 

persecutor’s superior intervened. When Elzéar was banished, Rav Avrohom ben Dovid 

returned to Posquières (now named Vauvert) where he remained until his petira, 

(4959/1198); 

� Rav Avrohom Chaim of Zlotchov, mechaber of Orach LeChaim and Pri Chaim. [Note: 

Rav Chaim Leib Epsztein was Rav and Av Bais Din at Czyzewo from 1729, then at 

Czyzewo, and finally at Kolszyn. He was mechaber of a sefer called Pri Chaim. There was 

also a Rav in Sokolow named Rav Chaim Leib from Kaluszyn, mechaber of Pri Chaim.], 

(5577/1816).  

� � ��������������5����
����	
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� Rav Shimshon Refoel Hirsch, Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, (1808–1888). He was born in 

Hamburg, Germany. His father, Rav Refoel Aryeh (1777–1857), who changed the family 

name to Hirsch, was the son of Rav Menachem Mendel Frankfurter of Altuna (1742–1823). 

Rav Shimshon Refoel’s father, though a merchant, devoted much of his time to Torah 

studies; his grandfather, Rav Menachem Mendel Frankfurter, was a talmid of Rav Yonoson 

Eibeshitz and was the founder of the Talmud Torah in Hamburg and unsalaried Rav of three 

neighboring congregations of Altuna, Hamburg and Wandsbeck (“AHU”); his great-uncle, 

Löb Frankfurter, was the author of several Hebrew works, including HaRechasim LeBik’a 

(����� ���	
�), a Torah commentary. At the age of eighteen, Rav Shimshon Refoel went to 

Mannheim to learn at the Yeshiva of Rav Yaakov Ettlinger, author of Aruch LaNer. Rav 

Hirsch received semicha from Rav Ettlinger after learning there for a year. Thereafter, he 

attended the University of Bonn. That education would serve him well later in life as he 

combated the forces of Reform with eloquence. When he was twenty-one, he was appointed 

Chief Rav of the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. There, he married Chana Judel. Rav Hirsch 

remained in Oldenburg until 1841, when he was elected chief Rav of the Hanoverian 

districts of Aurich and Osnabrück, with his residence in Emden. During this five-year post, 

he was taken up almost completely by communal work, and had little time for writing. He 

did, however, found a secondary school with a curriculum featuring both Jewish studies and 

a secular program. He also authored Iggros HaTzofon (The Nineteen Letters), under the pen 

name Ben Uziel. One year later, he published Chorev. In 1847, he became Chief Rav of 

Moravia, a region of fifty thousand Jews in fifty-two communities, and which is now the 

Czech Republic. In 1851, he became the Rav of Frankfurt-am-Main, which he transformed 

into a Torah bastion. His best-known work is his classic six-volume commentary on 

Chumash. He is considered the intellectual founder of the Torah im Derech Eretz school of 

contemporary Orthodox Judaism and had a considerable influence on the development of 

Orthodox Judaism. Rav Hirsch passed away in 1888 in Frankfurt-am-Main and is buried 

there. 

(Rav Shimshon Refoel Hirsch once went out of his way to see the Alps. When asked why, 

Rav Hirsch replied, “Because, when I get up to Heaven, I want to have an answer when 

Hashem says to me, ‘Nu, Shimshon, what did you think of My Alps?’”), (5649/1888); 

� Rav Shmuel Hillel Shenker. His father, Rav Avrohom Shenker, was one of Rav Yisrael 

Salanter’s greatest talmidim. Rav Shmuel spent his early years in Slobodka, but was 

orphaned of his father at an early age. He thus traveled to the Talmud Torah in Kelm to 
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absorb the Torah and mussar of the Alter, Rav Simcha Zissel of Kelm. After a number of 

years, he traveled to Eretz Yisrael with his relative, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, who later 

became chief Rav of Yerushalaim. In 1895, Rav Shmuel Hillel married Laya Genendel, the 

eldest daughter of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld. On the 9th of Iyar 1944, his beloved son, 

Rav Mendel Shenker, passed away when he was only forty-six. Another year passed and 

another son was taken from him. Rav Yisrael, his youngest and most beloved son, passed 

away in the prime of his life on the 27th of Teves 1945, (5717/1956); 

� Rav Kalman Avrohom Goldberg (1895–1968). A devoted talmid of the Alter of 

Novardok, he became Rav in Vasilkov and moved to America in 1926. In 1928, he was 

hired to head the Bais Din for Adas Yisrael, under Rav Velvel Margulies. After Rav Velvel’s 

petira, he became Rav, (5729/1968); 

� Rav Menashe Yitzchok Meir Eichenstein of Ziditchov-Petach Tikva, (5732/1971); 

� Rav Avrohom Simcha HaKohen Kaplan, chief Rav of Tzefas, (5751/1990); 

� Rav Pinchas Hirschprung, chief Rav of Montreal (1915–1998). At the age of fifteen, he 

published a Torah journal, Ohel Torah, along with his friend, Rav Yeshaya Yosef Margolin, 

in Galicia. He then joined Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, learning under Rav Meir Shapiro. At 

the outbreak of War World II, Rav Pinchas fled to Vilna, which was still neutral territory. In 

1942, he acquired a visa to travel to Canada with a group of students from Mir and 

Lubavitch. When he arrived in Montreal, he was offered the position of Rav of Kehillas 

Adas Yisrael. When Yeshiva Merkaz HaTorah was established, Rav Pinchas became its Rosh 

Yeshiva. Eventually, he was apppointed Rav Ha’Ir (chief Rav) of Montreal, (5759/1998). 
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DON'T IGNORE THE UTILITY THAT ALLOWS YOU TO
CARRY WORRY-FREE ON SHABBOS 

s t r o l l e rk e y sd r i n k ss e f a r i mb a g s
g l a s s e s

w

h e e l c h a i r

בס״ד

December 2018

דסמבר תשע״ט

DEAR ROCKLAND ERUV MEMBER,

One thing that unites us all in Monsey is the Rockland Eruv.  This important resource enhances our simchas, lets our children 

play outside, and enables us to enjoy Shabbos to the utmost.
 

For so much benefit, the price is ridiculously small.  The cost per family is only two dollars a week, just pennies per person. 
 

Please take a moment now, at the end of the year, to fulfill your annual Eruv obligation of $104, if you haven’t already done so, 

with your tax-deductible payment.
 

If you prefer, you can donate online by visiting www.RocklandEruv.org and clicking the Donations button.
 

With your donation, you will share in the Shmiras Shabbos and Oneg Shabbos of thousands of people, a zechus with even more 

benefits than a tax deduction.

Sincerely,

וועד הרבנים
R’ YECHIEL CHAIM RICHARD שליט״א 

R’ CHAIM LEIBESH ROTTENBERG שליט״א 

R’ CHAIM SCHABES שליט״א 

R’ MESHULEM NOSSON SPIEGEL שליט״א 

Shragie Lieber

Executive Director

C: 845-304-6696

Shragie@RocklandEruv.org

Ozer Mordche Fried

Director of Operations

C: 845-233-1472

OzerF@RocklandEruv.org

Rockland Eruv Members:

TEAR OR CUT ALONG THE PERFORATED LINE

AND MAIL TO: 

P.O. Box 1161 Monsey, NY 10952

3 WAYS TO PAY YOUR ANNUAL DUES: 
It's that easy!

 p a y  b y  p h o n ep a y  o n l i n e
m

a i l  a  c h e c k

Visit the website at
RocklandEruv.org

Return this card 
to address below

Give us a call!
888.805.ERUV(3788)

PLEASE RENEW MY CONTRIBUTION
IN THE AMOUNT OF:
o $500  Platinum Member

o $360  Gold Member

o $200  Initial Construction (New Member)

o $180  Weekly Status

o $150  Expansion Assistance

o $104  Member

o CUSTOM CONTRIBUTION OF $___________  

o PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD:
Card #

Name

Exp. Date          /         City                                           State

Email

Signature

o CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO:
    Rockland Eruv
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888.805.ERUV(3788) • WWW.ROCKLANDERUV.ORG • P.O. BOX 1161 MONSEY, NY 10952 • REGISTERED 501(C)3 • TAX ID: 57-1200577



וועד הרבנים
R’ YECHIEL CHAIM RICHARD שליט״א 

R’ CHAIM LEIBESH ROTTENBERG שליט״א 

R’ CHAIM SCHABES שליט״א 

R’ MESHULEM NOSSON SPIEGEL שליט״א 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHRAGIE D. LIEBER

Shragie@RocklandEruv.org

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
OZER MORDCHA FRIED

OzerF@RocklandEruv.org

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
HERSCHEL LORENZ

BENTZION RETTER

מפקח כללי
R’ CHAIM SCHABES שליט״א 

David Auslander*

Ozer M. Fried

Avraham Glatzer

Shai Goldman

Shlomo Horowitz

Hillel Kurzmann

Zalman Lewis

Shragie D. Lieber

Yechiel Newhouse

Moishe Schreiber

Ari Silber

Shimmy Walfish

Ahavas Yitzchok

Ahavat Yisrael

Anshei Chesed

Anshei Sefard

Astor Place Shul

Ateres Rosh

B”M Ohr Chaim

B”M Torah Utefila

Bais Avrohom

Bais Elazar

Bais Eliyohu David

Bais Menachem

Bais Menachem-Pomona

Bais Yaakov Yosef

Butchach

Cambridge Heights Shul

Chofetz Chaim

Congregation Ohel Moshe

Derech Emes

Kehilas Bais Yehuda

Kehilas Yeshorim

Kehillas Shar Hashameim

Kehillas Spring Hill

Kehillat New Hempstead

Khal Dexter Park

Khal Tiferes Tefillah

Khal Zichron Yaakov

Knesses Yisroel

Kollel Lomdei Shas

Netzach Yisroel

Ohaiv Shalom

Ohavei Torah other

R’ Horowitz

Reim Ahuvim

Sephardic

Sharei Tefilah of NH

Sharei Tefillah

Summit Park Shul

Tefillah LeMoshe

Tiferes Yisroel

Toldos Elazar Borov

Village Green

Young Israel

Zichron Dovid of Pomona

Zichron Michoel

Zichron Yitzchok

(This is a partial list)

Lenny Amdurer

Meir Amsel

David Auslander**

Moishy Baranker

Yisroel Braun

Eli Cohen**

Mordy Eisenberg

Yisroel Elbaum

Alon Feig

Chaim Feig**

Shua Feigelstein**

Binyomin Feldenberg

Eliezer Finkel

Yaakov Fishelis

Zev Flamenhauft

Ozer Mordcha Fried

Zevy Fried

Nachum Geller

Naphtali Geretz

Abe Glatzer

Reuven Glauser

Shai Goldman**

Yitzchok Goldstein

R’ Dovid Greenwald**

Boruch Gross

Yehuda Halpert

Gedalye Herzog

Moshe Hollander

Yisroel Jundef

Joel Kaplan

Yitzchok Kaufman**

Avi Katz

Yehuda Kleiman

Yaakov Eliezer Klein

Yitzchok Kolodny

R’ Zev Koschitzki

Akiva Kraus

Avrumi Leiner

Shragie D. Lieber**

Nesanel Lerman

Avrumy Liner

Herschel Lorenz

Volvy Lowy

Meir Lowinger

Nossie Mehl

Zev Meltzer

Yanky Morgenstern

Barry Moskowitz**

Eli Nemetsky

Yechiel Newhouse

Yoel Perkowski

Reuven Porges

Avrumi Rand

Gideon Radisch

Bentzion Retter

Yehuda Ribiat**

R’ Yehuda Russack

Jacob Safrin

Mickey Salzman

Yanky Samet

R’ Chaim Schabes

Ahron Schiller

Shloime Schlesinger

Yisroel Scott

Hillel Shepard

Moshe Shucht

Zalmen Silber

R’ Nesanel Sommer

Carl Steinhardt

Boruch Steinharter

Avi Stern

Ari Webber

Abba Weinberger

Avrohom Yitzchok 

Yarom

Akiva Zentman

*partial list

**former/back-up

BOARD MEMBERS

AFFILIATED SHULS

BODKIM

T H E  D E D I C AT E D  V O L U N T E E R S  O F  T H E  R O C K L A N D  E R U V

*former

TEAR OR CUT ALONG THE PERFORATED LINE

AND MAIL TO:

P.O. Box 1161 Monsey, NY 10952

Rockland Eruv Members:



5 VOLUNTEERS

30+
BODKIM
 make over

22
REPAIRS

with other repairs needed, done by

MONTHLY AVERAGE

ONE COMMUNITY.
One Eruv.

across approximately

24 OF ROCKLAND COUNTY
SQ. MILES

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
The director will update the status of all 

sections, via the hot-line, text, website, and email.

Weekly 
STATUS 
PROCESS

REPAIR VOLUNTEERS
The repair volunteers are equipped with 

all tools necessary to repair our eruv.

Once the repair is made, they will then 

confirm with the Director of Operations.

BODKIM
Every Bodek has a route 

which they check on a 

weekly basis. If there 

are any issues with 

the eruv, they will 

immediately dispatch 

for a repair volunteer.

4 ways to 

CHECK
THE 
WEEKLY
STATUS:  b y  p h o n e

e m a i l

Send an email!
info@rocklanderuv.org

Give a call!
888.805.ERUV(3788)

Send a text!
myeruv to 40691

 b y  t e x t 

o n l i n e

Visit the website!
RocklandEruv.org

R
A
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A
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T
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HELP CARRY THE ROCKLAND ERUV TO CONTINUE 
CARRYING WORRY-FREE ON SHABBOS & YOM TOV

YOU CAN STILL MAKE THE APPROACHING TAX DEADLINE!
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don't ignore the utility that allows
you to carry worry - free on shabbos 

s t r o l l e rk e y sd r i n k ss e f a r i mb a g s
g l a s s e s

w

h e e l c h a i r

Would You Ignore
these utilities?

e l e c t r i c
t e l e p hone wat e rga s

i n t e r n e t

for more info & to pay your annual dues:
888.805.eruv (3788) • www.RocklandEruv.org

We need you
to carry us,

so that we can
continue to carry you 

every shabbos.
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ 

1575 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

GARY APFEL 

350 South Grand Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90071 

 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20500 

  

December 19, 2018 

Dear Mr. President:  

  

We are writing to add our names to the ever-growing list of people from across the political 

spectrum that are beseeching you to exercise your power of clemency on behalf of a businessman 

named Ronen Nahmani, who is serving a draconian 20-year sentence for violating an 

administrative regulation[1]related to marijuana substitutes.  Mr. Nahmani’s sentence is one of the 
most grotesque examples of prosecutorial overreach and judicial indifference that we have ever 

encountered.   

 

This injustice requires your attention, as Mr. Nahmani has exhausted his appeals and only you can 

rectify this grievous wrong.  Mr. Nahmani’s wife, Szilvia, is dying of cancer.  Her eight-year-old 

daughter asks, “Who will care for us if you die while daddy is still in prison?”  Mr. Nahmani and 

his wife have five young children.  With her husband locked away and his business seized, Szilvia 

reports that she has been relegated to accepting public assistance to support herself and her 

children.  The devastated children express pure despair, alternating between sorrow, fear, and 

despondency.  Szilvia tells us that their 10-year-old son, Orel, is so distraught that he speaks of 

ending his own life.  Their eight-year-old daughter, Daniella, says that she would give up her arm 

if that would bring her father home.  Szilvia wrote: “Our life and home has changed from laughter 
and joy to sleepless nights and nightmares.”  The constitution gives you the ultimate decision 

regarding acts of clemency, Mr. President, and we implore you to act now.        

  

Politicians, celebrities, business leaders, and ordinary people are horrified that such a 

disproportionate sentenced can be meted out to a non-violent, first-time offender whose offense 

has “no identifiable victim.”[2]  Americans danced in the streets when you performed a “Hanukah 
miracle” and commuted the sentence of Sholom Rubashkin.  Your decision to grant clemency in 

that case was so well received that even Slate Magazine published an article with the headline 

“Trump Did a Good Thing: In Praise of the President’s Decision To Commute Sholom 
Rubashkin’s Sentence”[3] — and Slate is a publication so liberal that even The Washington 

Post identifies it as possessing a liberal outlook.[4]  Your courageous decision to commute the 

sentence of Alice Johnson was applauded by Americans of all ideologies.  We are certain that news 

of the commutation of Mr. Nahmani’s sentence would be welcomed with the same enthusiasm. 
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Allow us to explain the Kafkaesque nightmare that resulted in this married father of five young 

children receiving a 20-year sentence for a technical violation of the Controlled Substances Act so 

that you can see for yourself why this case cries out for your intervention.  We have been advised 

that Mr. Nahmani owned a multifaceted import and export business and that a small portion of his 

business was devoted to the sale of synthetic cannabinoids.  As you know, marijuana and its 

analogues have been in a hinterland of legal flux.  Ten states and Washington, D.C. have legalized 

recreational marijuana, 33 states have legalized some form of marijuana, and 13 states have 

decriminalized it.  Although marijuana has remained illegal at the federal level, confusion about 

federal marijuana laws proliferated due to the mixed messages and patchwork legal enforcement 

during the Obama administration. Despite public professions that the administration was not 

prioritizing the enforcement of federal marijuana laws,[5]the Justice Department was issuing 

memoranda directing stringent enforcement of certain marijuana-related 

offenses.[6]  Concurrently, the Obama administration used administrative action to add certain 

chemicals to the list of controlled substances.   

 

Using the authority granted to the executive branch under the Federal Analogue Act,[7]which 

purports to criminalize all substances that have a similar chemical structure and biological 

mechanism of action as an illegal drug even in the absence of any statute expressly criminalizing 

the chemical, a bureaucrat issued a notice that resulted in the temporary criminalization of several 

synthetic cannabinoids.  Unlike the major drugs of abuse, such as heroin and cocaine, controlled 

substance analogs need not be directly criminalized by Congress through the legislative process; 

they can instead be criminalized by regulatory fiat.  In fact, though the authority to schedule 

substances rests with the Attorney General of the United States,  he has delegated his authority to 

the Administrator of the DEA, who in turn has delegated his authority to the Deputy Administrator 

of the DEA.[8]  Despite broad public perception that his government had a liberal attitude towards 

marijuana, the Obama administration was actually working to broaden the enforcement of federal 

marijuana laws and increase the number of prohibited synthetic cannabinoids outside of the regular 

legislative process, and with a minimum of public awareness.  Cannabis substitutes—which had 

been unregulated until his administration began passing these administrative regulations—were 

being criminalized even as synthetic opioids were killing scores of Americans without attracting 

any regulatory action.[9]   

  

The PSI indicates that Mr. Nahmani purchased two cannabis substitutes (AB-FUBINACA and 

THJ-2201) from a Chinese supplier for resale in the United States.[10]  At the time that he purchased 

these substances neither one of them was listed as a prohibited controlled substance.[11]  All the 

evidence presented at trial supports the proposition that Mr. Nahmani did not intend to violate the 

law and did not know he was doing so.  The chemicals that Mr. Nahmani distributed were openly 
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available for purchase at gas stations and other retail locations.[12]  An agent surveilling Mr. 

Nahmani entered into a gas station where the products were being sold and asked about the 

products.[13]  The clerk freely and unconcernedly told the agent that the products were for 

smoking.[14]  It defies common sense to imagine that Mr. Nahmani would have conducted his 

business so openly if he, or his customers, believed and understood that they were breaking the 

law.  

 

Understandably, Mr. Nahmani was determined to fight his indictment as he genuinely believed his 

conduct had been legal.  We have been told that the government attempted to sway Mr. Nahmani 

toward a guilty plea by making plea offers for a sentence far below the statutory maximum, but 

Mr. Nahmani insisted on defending himself.  From the question asked of the judge during jury 

deliberations, it is apparent that the jury was unsure about Mr. Nahmani’s level of 
culpability.[15]  The jury did ultimately convict Mr. Nahmani after the judge instructed them to 

return a guilty verdict if they determined that he had possessed any of the substances listed in the 

indictment, including the substances that were not scheduled when they were purchased.[16]   

 

At sentencing, the government argued that the chemicals that Mr. Nahmani had possessed were 

equivalent to pure THC (tetrahydrocannabinol—one of the many psychoactive ingredients in 

marijuana) rather than marijuana itself.[17]  Accordingly, every kilogram of material that Mr. 

Nahmani possessed was multiplied by 167 times in order to calculate his sentencing guideline 

range, yielding a statutory maximum sentence.  Yet, in other cases, the government has agreed to 

a sentencing ratio of 1:1, rather than 1:167, for equivalent synthetic cannabinoids, which has 

resulted in defendants (with the government’s acquiescence) being sentenced to a below-guideline, 

noncustodial sentence of probation.[18]  In fact, even in the very same district, during the relevant 

time period, the government regularly recommended a 1:1 sentencing ratio for synthetic 

marijuana: See, e.g., United States v. Harrison, No. 12-CR-80218 (S.D. Fla. Aug. 15, 

2013); Unites States v. Shealey, No. 12-CR-80218 (S.D. Fla. Aug. 15, 2013);United States v. 

Lester, No. 12-CR-80072 (S.D. Fla. Aug. 24, 2012);and United States v. Bryant, No. 12-CR-80161 

(S.D. Fla. June 27, 2013).   

 

Notably, in every case we have cited where the government accepted that the 1:1 sentencing ratio 

was proper, the defendant had pleaded guilty.  It appears that the government uses the 1:167 ratio 

as means of artificially inflating the penalty for defendants who choose to fight back against the 

charges.  It is also significant that the very same government chemist who provided the expert 

testimony supporting the 1:167 ratio for Mr. Nahmani has been disqualified in other federal courts 

because he “used an improper definition of [the statute] in his methodologies; lacked sufficient 

facts or data to offer an opinion in the absence of in vivo results; and unreliably applied his 

principles and methods.”[19]  The United States Sentencing Commission recognized that the 1:167 
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ratio is illogical and has resulted in grossly disproportionate sentences.  It has recently amended 

the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines to call for a downward departure for synthetic cannabinoids such 

as the ones at issue here.[20]  If Mr. Nahmani were facing judgment today, he would be eligible for 

this downward departure. 

  

With great deference and respect to the federal judiciary, even judges are not beyond reproach—
and the judge who sentenced Mr. Nahmani has a checkered past. In the 26 years since George 

H.W. Bush appointed the him to the bench, Judge Moore has elicited frequent criticism from the 

conservative 11th Circuit Court of Appeals.  In 1999, it was revealed that Judge Moore had been 

the target of a grand jury investigation into whether he had accepted illegal gifts and bribes while 

heading the U.S. Marshal Service.  Sitting en banc, the 11th Circuit concluded that Judge Moore 

did not act properly during the investigation, writing that “Judge Moore violated 28 U.S.C. 
§ 455(a).”[21]  More recently, Judge Moore was chastised by the 11th Circuit for “troubling” 
conduct because he conducted portions of a criminal trial outside the presence of the defendant 

and her attorney.[22]  Judge Moore has acted rashly from the bench in the past, and his sentence in 

this case was yet another act of intemperance from this judge.  

  

The prosecution of Mr. Nahmani was an unconscionable abuse of prosecutorial discretion, and Mr. 

Nahmani has been understandably deeply distressed at the failure of the judicial system to mete 

out proportional justice. Notwithstanding all of the above, we have been told that Mr. Nahmani is 

sincerely remorseful.  Recent scientific research indicates that synthetic cannabinoids can be 

dangerous when consumed, and Mr. Nahmani expressed horror at the suggestion that the products 

he distributed may have been dangerous.  Our understanding is that Mr. Nahmani has sold lighters 

and tobacco-related products for many years and did not understand that this unlisted smokable 

chemical was illegal, and he certainly didn’t understand that it posed a risk of harm greater than 
other legal smokable products.  And despite government testimony about anecdotal health 

problems associated with the use of synthetic cannabinoids, the government has not alleged that 

anyone was harmed by Mr. Nahmani’s offense.  Yet his 20-year prison sentence is longer than the 

federal punishment for kidnapping (punishable by 204 months’ imprisonment), sexual abuse 
(punishable by 120 months’ imprisonment), child pornography (punishable by 96 months’ 
imprisonment), arson (punishable by 63 months’ imprisonment), and robbery (punishable by 63 
months’ imprisonment).  This is a travesty of justice that urgently requires your intervention. 

  

Although the circumstances of Mr. Nahmani’s conviction are troubling, this 44-year-old father 

would merit your clemency power on purely humanitarian grounds. His wife Szilvia—to whom 

he has been married for 16 years—and his five young children are suffering terribly. Szilvia suffers 

from an aggressive form of breast cancer and does not know how much longer she has on this 

Earth. Meanwhile, Mr. Nahmani has never stopped striving to do the right thing.  He remains quiet 
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and humble, spending his time behind bars engaged in extensive Jewish religious studies.  He 

treats everyone he meets with respect and has not had any disciplinary problems during his 

imprisonment.  Szilvia sadly observes that her husband would already be home with his family if 

he had acquiesced to the government, as so many innocent defendants do, and pleaded 

guilty.  Instead he languishes behind bars.  

  

Mr. Nahmani’s appeals have been exhausted, and his only remaining remedy is the awesome 
power of clemency, which our Constitution bestows exclusively to you as President.  This case 

presents the worst kind of disproportionate sentence for a first-time nonviolent drug offense.  Mr. 

Nahmani is a pious man, a devoted father of five, and a husband to an extremely ill wife who 

desperately needs his return.  If you choose to act again in this case, we can assure you that there 

will be a similar outpouring of thanks and adoration from all those who firmly believe that their 

president fights for “the forgotten man.”  Therefore, we join the Nahmani family and their 

supporters in imploring you to correct this injustice and reunite this family.    

  

Most respectfully, 

 

 

 

Alan Dershowitz 

Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law 

Harvard Law School 

Gary Apfel 

Attorney for Sholom Rubashkin 

Pepper Hamilton LLP 

 

 

  

Enclosures: 

  

Letter signed by 17 former prosecutors and judges in support of clemency for Ronen Nahmani 

Letter from Szilvia Nahmani to The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

Letter from Szilvia Nachmani to Ivanka Trump 

Letters from Mr. Nahmani’s children 

 

 

 
[1]See 18 U.S.C. § 813 et seq., 21 U.S.C. § 811, 28 C.F.R. 0.100, et seq. 

  
[2]PSI ¶ 21, United States v. Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. 457 (11th Cir. 2017) (No. 15-14599), cert. 

denied, 138 S. Ct. 1706, 200 L. Ed. 2d 955 (2018).  
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[3]Mark Joseph Stern, Trump Did a Good Thing: In Praise of the President’s Decision To 
Commute Sholom Rubashkin’s Sentence, Slate Magazine, Dec. 22, 2017 

< https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2017/12/in-praise-of-trumps-decision-to-commute-sholom-

rubashkins-sentence.html>.    

  
[4]Aaron Blake, Ranking The Media From Liberal To Conservative, Based On Their 

Audiences, The Washington Post, Oct. 21, 2014 < https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-

fix/wp/2014/10/21/lets-rank-the-media-from-liberal-to-conservative-based-on-their-

audiences/?utm_term=.9593865c5933>.   

  
[5]E.g.,Lisa N. Sacco, et al., The Marijuana Policy Gap And The Path Forward, Congressional 

Research Service, Mar. 10, 2017 at 11<https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44782.pdf>. 
[6]E.g.id. at 11-14.  

  
[7]18 U.S.C. § 813.  

  
[8]See generally, 28 C.F.R. 0.100, Appx. To Subpart R of Part O, Sec. 12.  

  
[9]Although 55 Americans were dying each day due to synthetic opioids during the Obama 

presidency, a comprehensive scheduling of the deadliest synthetic opioids did not occur until your 

own administration.  See generally, 21 C.F.R. 1308. 

  
[10]PSR ¶ 24, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. at 457. 

  
[11]There were six synthetic cannabis products that formed the basis of Mr. Nahmani’s conviction: 
AB-FUBINACA, PB-22, XLR-11, THJ-2201, 5-Chloro-UR-144, and 5-Bromo-UR-144. Doc. 3 

at 2, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. at 457.  The government only presented evidence that Mr. Nahmani 

knowingly purchased AB-FUBINACA and THJ-2201 by name.  PSR ¶ 24, Nahmani, 696 Fed. 

Appx. at 457.  At the time he made this purchase, this substance was nota listed controlled 

substance.  The jury never decided which chemicals Mr. Nahmani was legally responsible for.  In 

fact, the confused and troubled jury specifically asked the court during deliberations whether they 

had to find that Nahmani was responsible for all six chemicals and were told that it didn’t matter 
which chemicals he was responsible for. See generally Doc. 132 at 7-8,Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. 

at 457.  Mr. Nahmani was indicted for a conspiracy that spanned from April 1, 2014 to July 28, 

2014.  AB-FUBINACA was only listed as a prohibited analog on February 10, 2014.  21 C.F.R. 

1308; see <https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2016/fr0906.htm>.  THJ-2201 

was not listed as a prohibited analog until January 30, 2015.  21 C.F.R. 

1308; see<https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2017/fr0127_2.htm>.         

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2017/12/in-praise-of-trumps-decision-to-commute-sholom-rubashkins-sentence.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2017/12/in-praise-of-trumps-decision-to-commute-sholom-rubashkins-sentence.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2014/10/21/lets-rank-the-media-from-liberal-to-conservative-based-on-their-audiences/?utm_term=.9593865c5933
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2014/10/21/lets-rank-the-media-from-liberal-to-conservative-based-on-their-audiences/?utm_term=.9593865c5933
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2014/10/21/lets-rank-the-media-from-liberal-to-conservative-based-on-their-audiences/?utm_term=.9593865c5933
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44782.pdf
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2016/fr0906.htm
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2017/fr0127_2.htm
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[12]PSI ¶ 8, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. 457.  

  
[13]Id. 

  
[14]Id. 

  
[15]See generally Doc. 132 at 7-8, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. at 457. 

  
[16]See doc. 134 at 4, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. at 457. 

  
[17]E.g., Doc 142 at 1, Nahmani, 696 Fed. Appx. at 457. 

  
[18]See, e.g., United States v. Sadiq, No. 12-CR-153 (W.D. Okla. Nov. 27, 2012) (defendant 

received a sentence of probation for distributing 1200 grams of synthetic marijuana); United States 

v. Nawaz Khan, No. 12-CR-102 (E.D. Ky. Jan. 16, 2014) (defendant received a sentence of 

probation for distributing 49.9995 kilograms of synthetic marijuana); United States v. Malik, No. 

12-CR-102 (E.D. Ky. Jan. 16, 2014) (defendant received a sentence of probation for distributing 

kilogram quantities of synthetic marijuana);  (defendant received a sentence of probation for 

distributing kilogram quantities of synthetic marijuana); United States v. Fox, No. 12-CR-102 

(E.D. Ky. Jan. 29, 2014) (defendant received a sentence of probation for distributing 49.9995 

kilograms of synthetic marijuana).  
[19]United States v. Williams, No. 13-00236-01, 2017 WL 1856081, at *16 (W.D. Mo. Apr. 7, 

2017), report and recommendation adopted, No. 13-CR-00236, 2017 WL 1683068 (W.D. Mo. 

May 2, 2017) (citation omitted).  

  
[20]U.S. Sentencing Manual § 2D1.1 cmt. n.27(E)(ii) (amended Nov. 1, 2018) (“[a]lthough 
synthetic cannabinoids activate the CB1 receptor to a greater degree than THC, the evidence also 

established that synthetic cannabinoids exhibit a range of potencies.  Adoption of the [Guidelines 

as amended] minimizes the risk of frequent over-punishment for substances in this class while 

providing penalty levels that are sufficient to account for the specific harms caused by distribution 

of these substances”).  
<https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/amendment-process/official-text-

amendments/20180430_Amendments.pdf>. 

  
[21]United States v. Cerceda, 172 F.3d 806, 811 (11th Cir. 1999) (footnote omitted). 

  
[22]United States v. Margarita Garcia, 906 F.3d 1255, 1260, 1268-69 (11th Cir 2018).  

https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/amendment-process/official-text-amendments/20180430_Amendments.pdf
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/amendment-process/official-text-amendments/20180430_Amendments.pdf
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